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LIVERPOOL AND LONDON AN GLOBE | PRESBYTERIAN LADIES COLLEGE, 


INSURANCE COMPANY. 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS IN CANADA ! 


Sy emt BARBEAU. Esqg., Chairman. 
J. BUCHANAN, Hsa., Deputy hairman. 
A. F. Wahine SAM’L FINLAY, ED. S. CLOUSTON. 


Available Assets, - - - $48,542,480 
Invested in Canada, - - - 2,110,000 


Mercantile Risks accepted at lowest current rates 
Dwelling Houses, Farm Properties and Churches nsured 


at lowest terms. 
G. F. C. SMITH, 
Chief Agent and Resident Secretary. 


16 Place d’Armes, Montreal. 


CANADA PAPER CoO., 


MONTREAL & TORONTO, 


Manufacturers Writing, Book, News, Colored 
acOks Cover Papers, Manilla Hosiery, 
Envelopes, etc. 


Full stock of Goods required by Printers, Binders 
and Stationers. 


Morton, Phillips & Co. 


Stationers, 
Blank Book Makers, 


ano Printers. 
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1755 AND 1757 NOTRE DAME STREET, 


MONTREAL. 
MONTREAL BUSINESS COLLEGE. 


Corner Victoria Square 
and Craig Street. 


ESTABLISHED 1864. 


This is the largest and best equipped 
Coane ttl College in Canada. The Commercial Course 
is very thorough, and the Shorthand and Typewriting are 
taught in both languages. The Actual Business Depart- 
ment is unequalled in the Dominion. Write, call or tele- 
phone (2890) for a beautiful Souvenir Prospectus, contain- 
ing a description of the subjects taught, methods of 
instruction, and photographic views of the departments 
in which the Theoretical and Practical courses are taught 
by nine expert teachers. Address 


J. D. DAVIS, Principal, MONTREAL, Can. 
ARREST ASE CUE IE STE A OLEATE LEINSTER EE TOE ES 


Francis H. Corysuer, Q.C. C.J. R. BetHune. 


CHRYSLER & BETHUNE, 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS, OTTAWA, CANADA. 


AN FAVORABLY KNOWN SINCE 4296 
Pea Sidi Siete evo ven DELL, 
) b MENEE LY & co. 15 ,|senome a 


=I WEST-TROY, N.YICA A MEAL 


(4 CHIMES. Ere. CATALOGUE &PRICES FREE, 


THE ONTARIO MEDICAL COLLEGE FOR WOMEN, LIMITED, 


For Calendar, ete., apply to 


DR. D. J. GIBB WISHART., Registrar, 
1 Sumach Street, TORONTO. 


OTTAWA, 


(Formerly COLIGNY COLLEGE). 
President, - Rey. W. T. Herripvcr, B.D. 
Principal, - Miss Jessy Moncrierr McBRATNEY. 


The Curriculum provides a carefully graded course of 
instruction from the Kindergarten up to University 
Matriculation. 

Music, Art, Elocution, Physical Culture and Deportment, 
Needlework, and Cookery are taught by Specialists. 

Instruction in the Music Department is after the 
methods of the best German schools. 

The Art Department offers courses in Drawing from the 
Cast. Painting in Oiland Water Colour, Pastel, Miniature 
and China Painting. 

Kight of the fourteen members of the teaching staff 
reside in the College and supervise the pupils’ studies. 

Application for Circular and for admission may be made 
to the Principal. 


PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF PRAISE, 


CONTAINING 
122 SELECTIONS FROM THE PSALMS AND ABOUT 630 HYMNS. 


FULL ASSORTMENT 
From 8c., 10c., 30c., 60c. ; Music Edition, 90c., $1.25. 


An edition containing the complete Psalter is also i in 
preparation, notice of which will be given later. 


Early Orders Solicited, 


W. DRYSDALE & CO., 
232 St. James Street, Montreal. 


No man can be provident of his time 
who is not prudent in the choice of his 
company.—Jeremy Taylor. 


‘*THE MAN with the BOOK’’ 


OR “MEMOIRS OF 
JOHN ROSS OF BRUCEFIELD.’’ 


Copies will be sent free of postage to any one 
enclosing address, and price, $1.00, to the Agent, 


DAVID ROSS, 540 Church St., TORONTO: 


“WELDON & McLEAN, 


ST. JOHN, N. B., 


Solicitors to the Bank of Montreal aaa the Canadian Pacific Ry. 
SPECIAL ATTENTION GIVEN TO COLLECTIONS. 


You have not fulfilled every duty unles3 
you have fulfilled that of being cheerful 
and pleasant.—C. Buxton. 

Choose always the way that seems the 
best, however rough it may be; custom 
willsoon render it easy and agreeable.— 
Pythagoras. 
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This issue of the RECORD is very rich in 
the early history of our Church, from New 
Glasgow to New Westminster. The arti- 
cles on the pioneers, MacGregor of N.S., 
McDowall of Ontario, Black of Manitoba, 
and Jamieson of British Columbia, tell of 
church planting in English-speaking pro- 
vinces from sea to sea; while Prof. Gamp- 
bell’s History of French Protestantism 
gives pictures of Quebec’s early days 
dreamed by few, and calls us to the work 
of winning back by the Gospel our lost 
heritage. 


Thanks to the fellow-workers, who have 
kindly helped the RECORD by its distribu- 
tion. We think the KECORD will be better 
this year than ever before. Will you not 
make the circulation larger ? 


Young’ Peoples’ Societies of every kind, 
in our Church, should have the Booklets 
and Topic cards published by the RECORD. 
Where there are no such societies, congre- 
gations or individuals would do a good 
work by ordering a parcel and distribut- 
ing them. They cost very little and will 
domuch to promote Bible study among 
the young. See advertisement on inside 
back cover. Send for samples. 


Try our own S. 8S. Lesson Helps for 1898. 
Try them for a year and not merely for 
three months. A fulllist is given onthe 
inside back page of this issue. Please note 
also what is there said as to the ordering 
of other Lesson Helps. 
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A NEW YEAR. 

The New Year is a fact to all. The 


“happy ’”’ is of choice. It depends not 
upon the circumstances or surroundings 
ofself, but upon “self” itself; not upon 
what self has, or where it is, but upon 
whatitis. To one at peace with self and 
with God,where the inner being, the mind, 
heart, conscience, will, hopes, aims, are in 
harmony among themselves, and in har- 
mony with God’s mind and will; to one 
pardoned by Him, reconciled to Him, 
trusting in Him, there must be happiness 
under all circumstances; and in propor- 
tion as these things obtain, will be the 
‘“happy’’? New Year which the RECORD 
wishes to all its readers. 


The Westminister celebrations have 
come and gone. Two hundred and fifty 
years ago, a company, chiefly ministers of 
the church of England, met in London, at 
the call of the British Parliament,to draw 
up aform of worship and asummary of 
Bible teaching for the use of the people. 

A few Scottish ministers were asked to 
aid them, though notto vote. The work 
was finished. Part ofit was the Confession 
of Faith and the Catechisms, Larger and 
Shorter. Parliament approved. The 
Church of England, however, never 
adopted these, while the Church of Scot- 
land did; and thus to-day, the West- 
minister Standards, excepting one or two 
clauses, such as that relating to the power 
of the civilmagistrate, are those of the 
Presbyterian Churches of the world. 


N 


Anniversary celebrations, have been 
held, during the early days of Decem- 
ber, in all the leading centres of the Dom- 
inion. Not much has been said of these 
gatherings. They have been characteristic 
of Presbyterianism, quiet, thoughtful, 
thorough. There has been little froth but 
a great deal of good, solid, mental and 
spiritual food dispensed, and attractively 
served as well. 

Much good has been done. Many are 
more intelligent and loyal Presbyterians, 
on account of what they have heard, for 
the more intelligent in what isgoodare the 
most loyal to it. The principles and doc- 
trines of our Church bear examination, 
and the more they are studied in the light 
of reason and Scripture, the more do they 
commend themselves. 

In this direction great good must result 
from a work in which the RECORD is privi- 
leged to bear apart, the monthly articles 
for Young Peoples Societies, by writers in 
all parts of our Church. In proportion as 
these are read and studied will the Presby- 
terian Church in Canada grow more intelli- 
gent, more loyal, and more helpful in the 
work of Christ. 


XN 


One great question that is likely soon to 
be submitted to the people of Canada, is 
whether they wish the manufacture and 
sale of strong drink to be among the lawful 
trades of the country. 

The first point for men and women who 
wish to do right, is,—Is the traffic, viewed 
from every standpoint, in allits associa- 
tions, effects, and results, right or wrong, 
good or evil, helpful or hurtful, to man, in 
his purse, his body, his character? Is it 
glorifying to God, or the opposite ? 

It right, helpful to man, honoring to God, 
then the way is clear. Authorize it. Be- 
come sharers in this way of doing good. 
Do not oppose the right by forbidding it. 

If on the whole it be evil, hurtful to 
man, in person, purse, prospects, charac- 
ter; hurtful to his family, to the commun- 
ity, to prosperity, health, morals, religion, 
the duty of every man whose supreme 
desire isto be ruled by right, is equally 
clear. He can have no part or lot in it by 
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No man can avoid his responsibility. If 
he stay at home and do not vote, he is de- 
clining to take a part inthe good, ifit be 
good; and ifit be evil he is sanctioning it 
by his silence. Pilate washed his hands 
and said he had no part, but he could not 
in that way get rid of his responsiblility. 

This first question decided, all others 
follow. If it be right to establish the 
traffic it is right. If wrong, then any other 
proposals, permitting its longer continu- 
ance, are simply repetitions, of ‘‘ Let us 
do evil that good may come.”’ 


Commercial honesty cannot be expected 
in the business world when the opposite 
so often obtains under the garb of religion. 
A painful fact has paraded for some weeks, 
linked with holy things. A Bible, stamp- 
ed ‘‘ American Bible Union,’’ who stamped 
it we do not pretend tv say, has been 
offered as a premium by many religious 
newspapers. One lies before us, the organ 
of Faith Missions, on one page exhortations 
of holier height than most; on another, 
glowing offers of a ‘‘ splendid illuminated 
fifteen dollar bible, silk sewed, bound in 
Turkey, Levant,” etc., etc., as a premium 
with the paper, for $3.75, onefourth the “‘re- 
gular ’’ price. Some papers have no doubt 
offered it ignorantly, others thoughtlessly, 
but the wrong is there all thesame, and 
people are deceived. 

It might be known that even costly bibles 
cannot be sold for less than cost anda 
living margin of profit. Most people, how- 
ever, do not stop to think but grasp at the 
tempting offer of much for little, especially 
if it comes to them in angel guise. 

The Bibles look well atfirst glance. Their 
making, by the hundred thousand, might 
cost from one to two dollars, and a good 
selling profit be realized at $3.00. The print 
is clear; the pictures interesting; the 
binding, a shoddy leather, stamped to 
resemble morocco; but the blessing that 
can accompany such wholesale misrepre- 
sentation does not come from above. Far 
more evil will result from such lowering 
of the tone of commercial honesty, than 
all the good done by the Bibles. If our 
own church and country are to prosper, it 
must benot merely by preaching, praying, 


permitting it to be authorized, without | and mission work, but also by the practice 


being a sharer in its evil. 


of righteousness. 
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Our ome Wotk. 


That ours should be a good, as well as 
goodly land, is the wish of every true man 
and woman, and most of the members of 
Presbyterian Church in Canada are such. 

But wishing will not make it so. That 
end will only be attained in proportion as 
each one promotes good in heart and life, 
inthe community, and in the country. 

With the latter the Home Mission Work 
of our church has todo. Experience has 
shown that in nocountry or community 
can good advance, or even hold its own, 
without the preaching of the Gospel and 
the public worship of God. New settle- 
ments in our own land where these have 
been neglected have gone far back. 

Notonly do such places suffer in them- 
selves from evils of all sorts; but they 
affect in some measurethe whole country. 
Young people reared in such surroundings 
carry their tastes and habits to other places 
and affect life there, while those from 
other places moving into such settlements 
soon sink to theirlevel. ‘‘Ifone member 
suffer, all the members suffer with it.” 

The aim of the Home Mission Com- 
mittees of our church, East and West, is to 
have no settlement in our land from C. B. 
to B. C. without the Gospel. In proportion 
as each man, woman, and child, gives help, 
in that proportion will that great work 
be carried on, and our goodly land be 
established in righteousness. 


Assembly recommends the third Sabbath 
of January for the Augmentation collection 
where not otherwise provided for. Com- 
ing so soon after the drain of the changing 
year, the supply may seem small; but 
heaven never ceases bestowing its good 
upon us, and we should ever embrace the 
privilege of following heaven’s example by 
blessing others when opportunity offers. 
Those who set apart the tenth as God’s, do 
not find that tenth interfered with by Xmas. 


The third Sabbath of December, the day 
appointed by Assembly for the collection 
for Manitoba College, is past, but the 
need and opportunity have not passed ; 
and late comers will receive a cordial wel- 
come. The value ofthis institution as a 
centre of Home Mission Work for the 
largest fourth of our continent, is very 
great. 
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The Mission to Lumbermen, West, hast 
added a new department, work amongst 
seamen, and are seeking thusto uplift the 
great inland traffic of the Dominion. At 
very little costit does a great deal of work. 
Rev. M. H. Scott, of Hull, is Convener and 
Treasurer. 

fos Se ee 


AUGMENTATION, WEST. 
REMINDERS. 
Good for East and West. 

Y.P.C. &. Societies.—Has your society 
acted on the suggestion about an ‘‘ Aug- 
mentation night’? discussion and collec- 
tion. (See article in Oct. RECORD.) 

Couldn’t just then, perhaps! But, can- 
not this be arranged for some meeting 
before the end of March? Do you know 
that you can reach a helping hand to 
young men, even as far as the Klondike, 
by this means? Think over it. 

Sabbath Schools.—Ministers and super- 
intendents are asked to set the date for 
“‘ Augmentation Sabbath.”’ The childrens’ 
cents helped so much last year that we 
have greater expectations for this year. 
Only, you must name the day for bringing 
the cents in. 

Congregations.—What is the programme 
for missions in January? Allocation of 
contributions with many of you; prepar- 
ing for annual collection for Augmentation 
Fund on the third Sabbath of the month. 
A good time, therefore, to read over again 
the leaflet published in December RECORD, 
or to scatter copies of it through the con- 
gregation. These points are worth re- 
membering. 

1. The General Assembly and the Synods 
say that $5,000 more than last year’s, or at 
least $28,000 should be provided if the 
work is to be efficiently carried on. No 
amount was ever more definitely pledged. 

2. Trusting the Church, the Committee 
have added congregations, especially in 
the North West, increasing their liability 
by nearly $3,060. Other applications were 
deferred till spring, as the Committee un- 
derstood that they must move as the 
Church moves with them, but the urgent 
cases could not be deferred. 

3. Almost every dollar of advance repre- 
sents a release of Home Mission Funds of 
similar amount, to be used in the pressing 
and rapidly developing work in the “far 


4 THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD. 


West.”? There are two ways of furthering 
the work out there. You may send means 
direct for the opening of a new field. Or 
you may use the same money for promoting 
a settlement in some well advanced Home 
Mission field, and, at once, Home Mission 
funds are released for opening the new 
field. Itis a question of methods, and you 
have your choice. 

4. Don’t forget that the law under which 
the fund is administered demands the 
balancing of receipts and expenditures. 
We are not allowed to have deficits. If 
the Church fails to respond then we must 
make a pro rata deduction from the grants 
of the 140 ministers in augmented charges. 
Fancy the Presbyterian families saving 5 
cents apiece and taking 20 or 25 dollars 
apiece out of those ministers! 

5. This year, of course, no congregation 
will give less, but the question is practic- 
ally this: will each congregation endea- 
vor to give at least five dollars more ? 

May we not hope that even our weak 
charges, if appealed to, will reach that 
further sum or something nearit; and that 
the stronger congregations will do gener- 
ous things, and bring the average far be- 
vond the amount mentioned. 

R. CAMPBELL, 
Convener. 

Renfrew, Dec. 10th, 1897. 
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MINISTERS’ WIDOWS’ AND ORPHANS’ 
FUND. 


Mr. Thos. Kirkland, Convener of the 
Committee, Western Section, writes as 
follows :— 

The state ofthe Fund at the present time 
is such as to call for special liberality cn 
the part of all the congregations of the 
Church. Owing to the depreciation in the 
value of property, on which investments 
had in former years been made, losses have 
been sustained. In consequence of these, 
together with the reduced rate of interest, 
there has been a shrinkage in revenue of 
nearly $2,000 per annum. 

On the other hand, the number of 
ainuitants has, of recent years, been 
largely increased. The Assembly of last 
year empowered the Committeeto reduce, 
if necessary, the annuities paid to widows 
and orphans, so as to equalize the revenue 
and expenditure every year. 
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The Committee are exceedingly anxious 
that the annuities should be retained at 


their present rate, as they are already too 


small. They, however, can only disburse 
the money which the Church puts into 
their hands, and unless the contributions 
received from congregations are greatly 
in excess of preceding years, they will 
have no alternative but reduce the anui- 
ties. 

The amount asked from congregations 
this year is $10,600. This in itselfisa com- 
paratively small sum, and yet, whenitis 
remembered that it is fully seventy per 
cent. in excess of the amount received from 
congregations last year, it will be seen 
thatan effort will be necessary to secure 
the amount required. 

The Committee notice, with regret, that 
a large number of congregations for 
several years past, have failed to contri- 
bute to the Fund. They believe that this 
is owing toa misapprehension regarding 
its need, and they earnestly trust that the 
knowledge of the facts will lead every 
minister and session to give their congre- 
gation an opportunity to contribute on 
behalf of the Scheme. 

In the end of August last a circular was 
addressed to all the ministers ofthe Church 
stating the conditions on which widows 
and orphans were entitled to benefit from 
the Fund. Accompanying this circular 
was a slip, Which every minister was re- 
quested to fillup and return to the Rev. 
Dr. Warden, Agent of the Church. Those 
who have not yet done so are asked to 
attend to the matter at once, whether con- 
nected with the Fund or not, and thus aid 
the Committee in its work. New books 
are being opened, and itis of the utmost 
importance that the account of every 
minister be verified. 

Special attention is called to the regula- 
tions adopted by last Assembly, which are 
to be tound on pages 243 and 244, Appendix 
to the Minutes. The period within which 
ministers who have been settled for four 
yearscan unite with the Fund, expires on 
Jan. ist, 1898. Those who have fallen 
behind in their annual rates, can renew 
connection with the Fund prior to the 
same date. 

Ministers personal rates are payable 
annually inadvance on the lst November 
promptly, for the year then beginning. 
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HISTORY OF FRENCH CANADIAN 
PROTESTANTISM. 


BY JOHN CAMPBELL, LL.D. 
Professor in the Presbyterian College, Montreal. 


Prostestant writers on the history of the 
church date the period of Deformation, as 
opposed to Reformation, from 1540, when 
the order of Jesuits was founded. During 
succeeding centuries, vast numbers of 
Protestants in Poland, Hungary, Tran- 
sylvania, Bohemia, Moravia, Southern 
Germany, the Low Countries, France, Italy 
and Spain, were, through the machina- 
tions of this order, put to death or com- 
pelled to apostatize. 

Canada also shared in the horrors of the 
Deformation. To such an extent was the 
history of New France in the hands of the 
authors of the Relations des Jesuites and 
their friends, that it is only by the merest 
accident one can discover the truth as to 
the original state of religion in the colony. 
French Canadian writers ignore or belittle 
the primitive Protestant element, and 
persons in our midst, of British parentage, 
who have little sympathy with French 
Canadian evangelization, look upon the 
Province of Quebec as from the beginning 
part of the inalienable estates of the 
church of Rome. Fortunately there — is 
ample ground fora strong appeal against 
such a decision. 


PROTESTANTS WERE FIRST. 


Jacques Cartier and Samuel Champlain 
were Catholics, and the latter a very zeal- 
ous one. But, in the last year of the six- 
teenth century, the first real founder ofa 
colony in New France was the naval 
officer Chauvin, or Calvin, of Rouen, a 
Huguenot, whose unfortunate settlers at 
Tadousac were, some of them at least, of 
the same creed. 

The expedition of De Monts in 1604 was 
composed very largely of Huguenots, and 
although Henry IV. commanded him to 
make Catholics of the Indians, the utmost 
freedom of worship was allowed his set- 
tlers, first at Port Royal and afterwards at 
Quebec. In his vessels there were Hugue- 
not pastors and Catholic priests, whose 
discussions Champlain relates with evident 
Romanist bias ; but neither seem to have 
settled in the colony, for it is recorded 
that no priests were resident in Canada 
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before 1615, when Champlain brought out 
four Recollets. The Huguenot pastors 
were not encouraged to stay in a public 
capacity, yet religious services were cer- 
tainly held and the sacraments adminis- 
tered, according to the order of the 
Reformed church, which leads to the 
belief that ordained men were found in 
private life. 


COMING OF THE FIRST PRIESTS. 


A contest speedily began between the 
two creeds, owing to the desire of Madame 
de Guercheville tosend two Jesuit Fathers, 
Biard and Masse, to convert the Indians of 
Acadia. DuChesne and Du Jardin, Hugue- 
not merchants of Dieppe, who had a lien 
on the vessel chartered forthis expedi- 
tion in 1610, refused to allowit to sail unless 
the Jesuits were excluded, whereupon the 
devout Marchioness raised the amount of 
the bond at court, and the vessel sailed. 
Thus these two Jesuit Fathers were the 
first priests to settle in New France, and 
gave tone to the whole of its religious 
life. The captain andthe sailing master 
of the ship in which they arrived were 
Jean D’Aune and David de_ Bruges, 
Huguenots both, and apparently men of 
liberal mind. 

The next Huguenots after De Monts to 
lead settlers to Canada were the De Caens, 
uncle and nephew, William and Emeric, 
whomthe Duke of Montmorency made 
superintendents of the Quebec colony: 
The De Caens were devout men of a fight- 
ing type, and held religious services with 
their Protestant compatriots from 1621 
till 1627, when their charter was revoked. 
The Jesuits meanwhile arrived in 1625, and 
the strife became more deadly. 

In the year of the appearance of the De 
Caens, the first child of European parents 
was born in Canada. This was Eustache, 
son of Abraham and Margaret Martin, 
which Abraham gave name to the famous 
plains of Quebec, and was called the 
Scotchman. He seems to have been an 
apostate from Protestantism, as his young- 
est son, Charles Amador, born in 1648, was 
the first Canadian ordained as a priest. It 
is not a litle interesting in a pathetic way 
to observe that the sponsor of Charles 
Amador was Charles de la Tour, another 
pervert, whose father Claude, and his own 
heroic wife, were both deyoted Huguenots, 


BEGINNINGS OF ROMISH AGGRESSION. 


In 1623 the troubles of the Reformed in 
Canada began. Montmorency’s nephew, 
the Duke de Ventadour, purchased the 
yice royalty of Canada from his uncle. 
He was a bigot and a lay brother, and had 
the spiritual interest of the colony solely 
in view. The Huguenots of France had been 
looking over to Canada asa refuge from pro- 
bable oppression, and resented the change 

of viceroys equally almost with those 
resident in the country. Both parties, 
that in Quebec led by the De Caens in par- 
ticular, are accused of doing all in their 
power to thwart De Ventadour’s designs- 
He could hardly find Roman Catholic 
sailors or settlers to fiilhis ships. He did 
indeed succeed in obtaining captains of 
his own faith, but by far the greater por- 
tionof hiscrews was Huguenot. The con- 
sequence was that, on the ocean, two 
thirds of the whole command regularly 
engaged in religious exercises and that 
publicly. As a concession, however, to 
the Duke’s prejudices or scruples, they 
forebore to make their hymns sound too 
noisily on the St. Lawrence. But the 
Jesuits scon put a stop to external wor- 
ship on the part of Protestants. 

So far as can be judged from contempor- 
ary records, the two parties, Catholic and 
Huguenots, must have been about equally 
matched in New France at this time, if, 
indeed, the Huguenot did not preponder- 
ate. But Louis XIII. devoted to the Virgin, 
was on the throne of the mother country } 
Rochelle had fallen; and Richelieu had 
seduced Sully, Rohan, and other Hugue- 
not peers of France. What wonder that 
defection on a smaller scale should take 
placein France’s possession beyord thesea 
The religious disputes between Champ- 
lain and the Jesuits on the one hand, and 
the De Caens and the Huguenots on the 
other, are alleged as the reason for putting 
the American colonies on a newbasis. In 
point of fact the De Caens and their fellow 
Protestants simply asked for liberty of 
conscience and equal civil rights. 


PROTESTANTS LOSE THEIR CIVIL RIGHTS. 


In 1627 came the blow directly aimed at 
the Huguenot party. Richelieu deprived 
the De Caens of their charter, and gave it 
to the company of One Hundred Associates, 
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on, among others, the following conditions, 
that their emigrants should be Frenchmen 
and Roman Catholics, that no stranger or 
heretic should be allowed into the country, 
and that the company should place and 
provide for the maintenance of three 
priests in each settlement. Thus in 1627, 
came the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes 
for the Huguenots of New France. 

The following year, the younger De 
Caen, smarting under his wrongs, joined 
the Huguenotrefugee in England, Sir David 
Kirkt, in the Duke of Buckingham’s inva- 
sion of Canada. That year they were un- 
successful, but in 1629 Champlain surren- 
dered Quebec into their hands. 

The colonists received the visitors with 
something approaching joy, certainly with 
the utmost good will, which would indicate 
a considerable population friendly to the 
Reformed faith. Sir James Le Moine does 
not know whether Abraham Martin, the 
Scot, fraternized with the new Governor 
and his Protestant chaplain, but he does 
inform us that the latter was sent for to 
christen the little daughter of Monsieur 
Couillard, who wasa man of note in the 
city. How many more Huguenots there 
were initthen,future research may declare. 
In 1632 the Treaty of St. Germain en Laye 
restored the colonies to France, and the 
Hundred Associates took strong measures 
to prevent atleast the spread of heresy. 


HOW THE SCOTCH DISAPPEARED. 


Meanwhile, Claude de la Tour, the 
Huguenot, in connection with Sir William 
Alexander’s grant of Nova Scotia, had 
established a hundred Scotch colonists at 
Port Royal, of whom many died from 
hardship or were killed by the hostile 
Indians. In 1635 La Mothe Cadillac saw 
two men of one of the surviving families at 
Port Royal, who had become Catholics 
and married French wives. 

The same state ofthings happened, ona 
far larger scale, after the British Conquest 
of Quebec, when the discharged men of 
Fraser’s, and Montgomery’s, and other 
Highland regiments, settled all along the 
Lower St. Lawrence, and, marrying French 
wives, lost their language and their 
religion. These arebut some of the lost 
sheep of our Protestant House of Israel. 
We surely have a duty to bring them back 
into the fold, 
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Charles dela Tour, who deserted his 
father’s church, was rewarded “ for his zeal 
for the Catholic apostolic and Roman 
religion,” as was the commander de Razilly, 
with grants of land. Yet they do not 
appear to have carried their zeal to the 
extent of persecution, for Dr. Gregg seems 
to indicate that descendants of a Huguenot 
remnant are to be found about Lunenburg 
and River John. They may, however, be 
descendants of later immigrants. 

A CURIOUS CONVERSION. 


Thirty years pass, and still there are 
Huguenots in Canada. Parkman, in his 
Old Regime, says of the year 1665 in Quebec: 
‘The priests were busy in converting the 
Huguenots, a number of whom were 
detected among the soldiers and emigrants. 
One of them proved refractory, declaring 
with oaths that he would never renounce 
his faith. Falling dangerously ill, he 
was carried to the hospital, where Mother 
Catherine de Saint Augustin bethought 
her of a plan of converson. 
powder asmall piece of a bone of Father 
Brebeuf, the Jesuit martyr, and mixed the 
sacred dust with the patient’s gruel ; where- 
upon, says Mother Juchereau, ‘this in- 
tractable man forthwith became gentle as 
an angel, begged to be instructed, embraced 
the faith, and abjured his errors publicly 
with an admirable fervor.’ ”’ 

In the ranks of the regiment Carignan 
Salieres, a Huguenot captain, and fifteen 
men were converted, or perverted, and re- 
portedjoyfully-by the intendant Talon to 
the bigoted king. Many of the non- 
resident merchants of Quebec were Hugue- 
nots from Rochelle. ‘‘ Nofavor was shown 
them ; they wera held under rigid restraint, 
and forbidden to exercise their religion, 
ortoremain in the colony during winter 
without special license.’’. This sometimes 
bore very hard upon them. 

SORER PERSECUTION. 


The governor Denonville, an ardent 
Catholic, states the case of one Bernon, 
who had done great service to the colony, 
and whom La Hontan mentioned as the 
principal French merchant in the Cana- 
dian trade. “It is a pity ’? says Denon- 
ville ‘‘ that he cannot be converted. As 
he is a Huguenot, the bishop wants me to 
order him home this autumn, which I have 
done, though he carries on a large busi- 
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ness, and a great deal of monoy remains 
due to him here.”?’ Louis XIV sent orders 
to imprison heretics who should refuse to 
abjure, or to quarter soldiers on them, 
whereupon the pious Denonville, having 
stated that a few had abjuredin the former 
year, added ‘‘ Praised be God, there is not 
a heretic here.”’ 

In his ‘‘ Frontenac,’’ Parkman says the 
church, moreover, was less successful in 
excluding heresy from Acadia than from 
Canada. A number of Huguenots estab-— 
lished themselves at Port Royal, and 
formed sympathetic relations with the 
Boston Puritans. The bishop at Quebec 
was much alarmed. ‘This is dangerous ”’ 
he writes, ‘‘I pray your majesty to put an 
end to these disorders.’’ Butthe priests 
were busy there also, for M. des Goutius 
who was judge in the colony wrote to the 
minister in 1689, charging one Trouve, a 
priest, with causing the banishment of a 
family of nineteen persons. 

What are these, however, saveacciden- 
tal records, preserved dcubtless against 
the will of the doninant religious party, of 
a relentless and untiring persecution of 
the unhappy Huguenot, until he was com- 
pelled to apostatize or betake himself in 
exile to the New England colonies. Cana- 
da and Acadia as well as France lost much 
of their best blood when the Revocation of 
the Edict of Nantes was put in force on 
this side of the Atlantic. Yet there are 
well known French Canadians at the 
present day who point with nota little 
pride back to their Huguenotancestry. The 
Roman Catholic clergy, backed by royal 
authority, said ‘‘ the French speaking Pros- 
testant shall not live in Canada,” and 
virtually kept their word. Is it too much 
that-we should answer with ‘‘he shall!” 
and keep our word too ? 


A SMALL REMNANT LEFT. 


In 1759 Quebec was taken by Wolfe, and 
in 1763 the Treaty of Paris ceded the whole 
of New France to Great Britain. In 1774 
there were only 400 Protestants, exclusive 
ofthe army, in the Province of Quebec, 
and these were, with very few exceptions, 
of recent importation. But before that 
time, there was, as Dr. Gregg informs us, 
onthe roll of the church of England a 
Rev. M. Montmollin, a native of Switzer- 
land, who preached to a small congrega- 
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tion of French Huguenots in Quebec as 
early as 1768. It would be very interest- 
ing to discover his parish register, and 
learn if the members of his flock were con- 
nected with such old Quebec families as 
the Couillards of the time of the Kirkts. 

An obscure butapparently truthful piece 
of French Canadian Protestant tradition 
that links the Huguenots ofthe past with 
the missionary labors of the present cen- 
tury isthe fact that, prior to 1795, two 
Frenchmen were found selling bibles, the 
version of Martin, in the Province of 
Quebec or Lower Canada, and were com- 
pelled to retire before the activity of the 
priesthood. They withdrew to Niagara, 
and there aM. Filiatrault bought a bible 
from them, which he carried back to his 
home at Ste. Terese, in which it exercised 
a salutary influence. Whence these two 
Frenchmen came or by whom they were 
employed, who can tell ? 


BEGINNING TO WIN THEM BACK, 


It was reserved for the beginning of the 
present century to see an effort inaugur- 
ated for the evangelization of Lower 
Canada. The British Wesleyanconference 
sent out the Rev. Jean de Putronto preach 
the G spel inthe French language in Que- 
bee and other places, a work which he 
continued from 1815 til] 1821, the year 
folowing that in which the Montreal 
Branch of the Bible Society was formed. 
Captain Anderson, R. A., afterwards 
general, being stationed in the province, 
took a deep interest in Protestant instruc- 
tion, and was grieved over the successful 
aggression of the Romish priesthood. He 
apparently succeeded in obtaining for 
some years an agent of the British Refor- 
mation Society to do home mission work 
in Quebec and elsewhere about 1830, but 
there are no traces of his name or in- 
fluence. The church of Rome seems to 
have had all its own way without let or 
hindrance. But in 1834 the Rev. Henri 
Olivier, who had been sent out by a mis- 
sionary Association of the Lausanne 
Churches, together with his wife and two 
young men, to labor among the Indians, 
was arrested by the Macedonian cry of 
French Canada. The youngmen went 
on to evangelize the Sioux, but the Oliviers 
remained in Montre7l, where they formed 
a small Baptist Church that exhibited 


THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD. 


JANUARY 


three French Canadian converts as the 
result of a year’s work. At the end of it, 
the climate compelled them to go home. 

Before they left Montreal, they were 
joined by Madame Feller, whose name 
standsso high in the annals of French 
Mission work, and by M. Louis Roussy, 
delegated by the Associated churches of 
French Switzerland. M. Roussy continu- 
ed the Roman Catholic French School, 
which had been commenced by Mr. Dentan, 
one of M. Olivier’s two young friends who 
afterwards went to the Sioux; but was 
soon driven out by priestly influence. 
Then Madame Feller and he labored fora 
while in Montreal and St. Johns, and at 
last in 1836 returned to Grande Ligne and 
established the mission, which has there 
proved so successful. They continued the 
Baptist traditions of the Oliviers, and the 
record of their faithful and victorious 
years of service, down to the year 1868, 
when Madame Feller went home to her 
rest, is told in the memoir of that sainted 
woman by Dr. Cramp. All honor to the 
Swiss Baptist missionaries. They broke 
almost fallow ground, and inaugurated the 
educational system which has been follow- 
ed with most beneficent results. The 
Haldane brothers, who had aroused the 
evangelical sentiment in French Switzer- 
land that affected Madame Feller and M. 
Roussy, did not forget their disciples, but 
formed at Edinburgh about 1835 an ‘‘ Edin- 
burgh Committee for the management of 
the French Canadian Mission.’’ Not all 
on the Committee were Baptists, but they 
helped the Baptist Mission as the only one 
then in the field. 


WORK OF THE BIBLE SOCIETY, 


But others were not idle. The Bible 
Society, which appears to have distributed 
copies of the Scriptures in French, long 
before the Montreal auxiliary was formed, 
was aroused by the state of affairs during 
the Rebellion of 1837, with which the French 
converts sympathized, to do something 
for the spiritual well being of the once 
priest-ridden but now revolting Canadian. 
The state prisoners inthe gaol received 200 
copies of the Scriptures in their own 
tongue, and read them. As early as 1836 
the Montreal Auxiliary had employed an 
agent to circulate French Scriptures in 
Montreal, and, in 1838, there appears the 
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name of Mr. P. V. Hibbard as colporteur 
for all the French Canadian parishes in 
the district. This was the sowing ofthe 
seed, andit was well sown, and fell in 
many cases upon good ground and bore 
fruit. Since that time, all the Canadian 
agencies have scattered French sacred and 
religious literature broadcast, with gratify- 
ing results, from Halifax to Quebec, from 
Montreal to Cornwall, from Ottawa to 
Bayfield, and from Algoma to Manitoba. 
The Bible and Tract Societies have fur- 
nished the Lumbermen’s Mission of our 
own Church, and many similar evangelis- 
tic bodies, with the printed sinews of war 
for the great contest between priestcraft 
and divine enlightenment. 


FRENCH CANADIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 


The Rev. James 'Thomson was the agent 
ofthe Bible Society in Montreal, a society 
in which all denominations of Protestants 
met on a common platform. Owing 
largely to his instrumentality, there was 
formed in 1839, the French Canadian 
Missionary Society, an undenominational 
body in name and management, but sus- 
tained almost exclusively by Presbyterian 
gifts and offerings. Among its founders 
may be mentioned the Revs. Dr. Taylor of 
Erskine church, Dr. Wilkes and Dr. Strong, 
and Messrs. John Redpath and James 
Court. The Society at once opened com- 
munication for flnancial purposes with 
Glasgow, Scotland, and for missionary 
supply with Geneva, Switzerland. Money 
came from Glasgow, and from Geneva came 
several noted missionaries, including M. 
and Madame D. Amaron, and Mm. Moret 
and Prevost. They arrived in 1840, 
and, a little later, came the Rev. J. E. 
Tanner and his wife, and M. Chevellez. 
Independent of the French Canadian 
Missionary Society, and the Baptist Mission 
of Grande Ligne, was M. E. Lapelletrie, 
who left France in 1839 as the agent of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, and, in 
the end of the following year, another 
Frenchman, M. J. Vessot, joined the ranks 
ofthe F.C. M.S. 


BEGINNING OF MISSION SCHOOLS. 


The undenominational French Canadian 
Society, emulating the Baptist Mission of 
Grande Ligne, engaged at various times, 
in four branches of missionary work, pri- 
mary Protestant education, colportage, 


evangelization by preaching, and the 
training of missionaries. Mission-school 
work was begun by Madame Amaron at 
Belle Riviére in 1840, with comparatively 
small attendance, and was in 1846 trans- 
ferred to Point aux Trembles, so far asthe 
boys’ school was concerned, under the 
care of Messrs. Tanner and Vernier. 
The school for girls, begun by Madame 
Tanner in Montreal] in 1846, was, three 
years later, also transferred to Point aux 
Trembles, where, under many able and de- 
voted directors and directresses, the twin- 
school has since gathered in large numbers 
of French Canadian Roman Catholic 
youth, and has made through them a per- 
manent impression upon the religious 
thought and life of the Province. A very 
complete history of this school and its 
eminent teachers is contained in the 42nd 
annual report of the French Canadian 
Missionary Society in 1881. The invaluable 
services of the colporteur have not met with 
the same recognition. Only a name here 
and there has been preserved of the men 
who, more than all others, spread abroad 
Gospel light among those whom Rome’s 
system had left in almost pagan darkness. 
Messrs. Vessot and Chevallez commenced 
this good work, which extended to all parts 
ofthe present Dominion in which French 
speaking Canadians were to be found. 


A FRENCH CANADIAN CHURCH. 


The Society made an effort to unite all 
French preaching ministers in a French 


Canadian Reformed Church. These 
included its own ordained missionaries 
and the ministers of churches that 


had independently taken up French work, 
such as Mr. Roux, a Baptist, and Mr. 
Doudiet of our own Church. This was 
in 1858, but the Synod, which at one time 
consisted of ten congregations, with about 
2,000 adherents, disintegrated in 1876, and 
its components returned to the denomina- 
tions of their choice. The effort, however 
had not been in vain, for it had drawn the 
isolated pastors into mutual sympathy, 
and enabled them to presenta united front 
to the common enemy oftheir work. 

The training of missionaries was first 
undertaken by the Rev P. Wolff in 1852, 
whose four students were A. Solandt, E. 
Jamieson, A. Geoffray, and R. P. Duclos. 
The latter, and subsequently the two 
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-Groulx and J. M. Des Lets, also studied at 
Geneva. In 1867, the Society procured the 
services of the Rev. D. Coussirat, B.D., of 
Montauban, as professor of theology, and 
transferred the seminary from Moatreal to 
Point aux Trembles in 1869. But, in 1870, 
the Canada Presbyterian Church having 
taken up the work of French evangeliza- 
tion, Prof. Coussirat cast in his lot with it, 
and occupied a chair inthe Presbyterian 
College, Montreal. It is hard to over- 
estimate the importance of the influence 
brought to bear on French-speaking 
Canada by the French Canadian Mission- 
ary Society in the matters of primary 
religious education, the dissemination of 
the Scriptures, the direct preaching ofthe 
Gospel and care of souls, together with the 
training of Christian workers. 

Nevertheless there was a weakness in 
the administration, not arising out of the 
character of the men who composed it, for 
rarely has a more able and truly conse- 
crated body of Christian philanthropists 
been assembled: nor out of any lack of zeal 
or prudence on their part, but out of the 
lack of cohesion which undenominational 
enterprises are apt to exhibit, and partly 
out of the impatience of ordained mission- 
aries of being dictated to by a committee 
composed largely of laymen. 

WORK BY THE CHURCHES. 


The Presbyterian Church of Canada in 
connection with the Church of Scotland 
had its separate mission of St. John’s 
Church in Montreal since 1862. A little 
later, Messrs. Labelle and Groulx and 
Paradis had begun work under the aus- 
pices of the Canada Presbyterian Church. 
The Church of England had its mission of 
Sabrevois; and the Methodists were work- 
ing up towards their present flourishing 
French Institute in the western suburb of 
Montreal. Also, as early as 1859, a great 
event took place. Father Chiniquy, priest 
of the parish of St. Anne, Kankakee, in the 
State of Illinois, partly through the teach- 
ings of the Rev. T. Lafleur of the Baptist 
Mission in Montreal, had thrown off the 
yoke of Rome; and several years after, 
with 600 of his people, was received into 
the Canada Presbyterian Church. Added 
to this, the members of the Presbyterian 
churches who were the chief supporters of 
the French Canadian Missionary Society, 
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andthe ministers and elders who were on its 
Board, saw the necessity for having church 
work under church control, inasmuch as 
this would only mean ceasing to share its 
direction with the comparatively small 
Congregational Church in British North 
America. 
OUR OWN WORK: FATHER CHINIQUY. 


In 1869, Prof. Coussirat began to give 
instruction in the Presbyterian College, 
Montreal, which had been founded in 1867, 
and in 1870 the Presbytery of Montreal 
petitioned the General assembly of the 
Canada Presbyterian Church to enable it 
to engage in French work. At the follow- 
ing Assembly, Dr. R. F. Burns read the 
first report of the Committee on French 
Canadian Evangelization, which empha- 
sized Professor Coussirat’s good work, and 
referred to the missionary labors of ten 
students. Principal MacVicar succeeded 
Dr. Burns as chairman of the Committee; 
and it was deemed advisable by him and 
his colleagues, of whom the writer was 
one, to strike a blow for free religious 
speech in French Montreal, the Protestant 
churches of which had frequently suffered 
from the violence of Roman Catholic mobs. 
It was felt that the man for the work was 
the Rev. Charles Chiniquy, better known 
as Father Chiniquy. Dr. MacVicar’s 
report of the Committee to the Assembly 
of 1875, contains the substance of the story 
ofthe remarkable movement which took 
place in Montreal during the previous 
winter, and can hardly be improved -upon, 
but the writer, as a participator in all but 
one of Father Chiniquy’s meetings, can 
add some picturesque particulars. 

THE STRUGGLE FOR LIBERTY IN MONTREAL, 


The object of the struggle was freedom 
to preach the Gospel to French Canadians. 
In response to the Committee’s desire and 
promise of substantial help and defence, 
Father Chiniquy came to Montreal on the 
22nd of January, 1875, and labored till the 
25th of March. He began his preaching in 
the Craig Street Church, then under the 
French Canadian Missionary Society. It 
could not hold the crowds that came to 
hear him, for the committee advertised 
him by posters all over the city, and the 
Craig Street people were unable to give the 
venerable missionary the protecticn we 
guaranteed him. The church windows 
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were smashed, and preacher and congre- | and guards do their duty that offenders 


gation stoned out of the building. Other 
churches farther removed from the French 
element were asked for the use of their 
buildings, but uheir managing boards, fear- 
ing violence, declined to grant them. 


SCENES IN COTE ST. CHURCH. 


Then it was that the office bearers of 
Coté St. Church, the nearest among Can- 
ada Presbyterian churches to the French 
quarter, ventured into the breach and 
welcomed the apostle of French Canadian 
Protestantism. The Protestant press was 
aroused; the city police placed in requi- 
sition ; a corps of 300 able-bodied Protes- 
tant sympathizers, numbering in their 
ranks Dr. Beers, Mr. William Greig, and 
many other brave men whose names it 
would be a privilege to mention, did space 
permit, occupied the basement as a reserve 
force, and helped the students of the Pres- 
byterian College, led by the stalwart 
Charles MacLean, as ushers and preserv- 
ers of order in the sacred edifice; all were 
armed, many, indeed, only with stout walk- 
ing sticks, but the writer had occasionally 
more dangerous weapons thrust into his 
hands by watchful friends. 

Three large s)eighs formed the escort of 
the apostle. The first, full of armed men, 
broke the way; the second contained Father 
Chiniquy, Principal MacVicar, the writer, 
and occasionally such aids as Professor 
Coussirat, Mr. Doudiet, and Mr. Tanner, 
together with acomplement of Protestant 
defenders; the last was like the first, and 
its object was to guard against an attack 
fromthe rear. The writer accompanied 
the preacher into the pulpit, partly 
because the mob would hardly care to 
injure an English minister, and partly to 
take notes of his gospel addresses, a syn- 
opsis of which was published weekly in the 
Canada Presbyterian. 

Others who stood by the brave Father 
were Principal MacVicar, the organizer of 
the whole work, Professor Coussirat, the 
Rev. Dr. Burns, and the Rev. Messrs. Dou- 
diet, Lafleur, and Tanner. Many who 
should have been there stood aloof. The 
congregations filled the whole of the large 
church to overflowing, and consisted for 
the most part of respectable men eager to 
learn the truth. There were occasional 
interruptions, but so well did the ushers 


were speedily handed over to the police, 
and the magistrate, to give him his due, 
meted out justice to them. 


FATHER CHINIQUY MOBBED. 


But, one Friday evening, the students of 
the College held a public meeting, and the 
professors, judging from the good order of 
the past, that their services in the Coté 
Street Church could be dispensed with 
that night, accepted the students’ invita- 
tion. As the meeting was about to close, 
asleigh drove up to the door, and soon 
Father Chiniquy came in, a melancholy 
figure, yet full of cheerfulness. The mob 
had broken through the imperfect guard, 
and assaulted the pulpit. The brave old 
Father had to save his life by flight, and 
in getting over a back wall had injured at 
least his clothes. At the college he dis- 
played his torn ‘‘ pantalon’’ as he called 
it, and said thatas he thought of death and 
going straight to heaven, he wondered if 
St. Paul would call attention to his igno- 
minious flight and the state of his ward- 
robe, and was prepared to auswer, ‘‘ But I 
had no basket as you had at the wall of 
Damascus, Paul!’ Thereafter, the hero 
of the hour, and those chiefly interested in 
his work, enjoyed the hospitality of Prin- 
cipal and Mrs. MacVicar, in whose resid- 
ence his story was retold more fully. 


THE BRITISH VOLUNTEERS. 


Next morning the news of the outrage 
was all over the city, and young active 
men every where laid their heads together 
and looked out serviceable weapons. In 
the evening Father Chiniquy’s escort of 
the sleighs was at the church shortly 
before eight, and the students and the 300 
were there to meet it, while a strong 
detachment of police guarded the doors. 

The veteran surpassed himself that 
night, and at the close of his address was 
preparing to withdraw, when a tumult 
arose outside. A large body of French 
Canadian students, and others well inspir- 
ed, made an assault upon the building to 
earry it by storm, as they had done the 
night before, when suddenly anew army 
made its appearance. Twelve hundred 
British volunteers in every day dress 
charged up the street. There was a crash 
and a brief scuffle, work made for the 
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French doctors, and then a hasty retreat. 
The battle of liberty was fought and won. 
The twelve hundred deprived the 300 and 
the students of their privilege of home 
escort for that night, all eager to see the 
gallant champion ofthe faith. Since then 
the French Canadian Protestant has as 
much right to speakin Montreal as the 
Archbishop. Let us not forget how that 
right was gained! 


RESULTS OF CHINIQUY’S MISSION. 


As to the results of Father Chiniquy’s 
Montreal mission, I cannot do better than 
quote the report of Principal MacVicar. 
He says, ‘‘It is difficult to give an ade- 
quate impression of the arduous labors of 
Mr. Chiniquy, while night and day seeking 
the salvation of his countrymen; and your 
Committee record with gratitude the fact 
that the Lord was pleased to crown his 
efforts with signal success. During the 
two months referred to, he delivered 27 
public addresses in French to audiences 
averaging about 890 each; so that many 
thousands of French Canadian Roman 
Catholics heard the gospel from his lips, 
and thus a work was accomplished which 
would require years, even by several 
missionaries going from house to house. 
He delivered also, thirteen addresses in 
English to audiences averaging about 1000, 
besides many private meetings which he 
held with converts and others. In addi- 
tion to these public labors, he conversed 
with about 900 inquirers, more than half of 
whom were led to see and acknowledge the 
errors of Romanism. The total number of 
converts already gathered is over 300; 
and I now place on the table of the Assem- 
bly the autograph list of signatures of 
those who sent their demission to the 
priests, and thus publicly renounced their 
connection with the Church of Rome. A 
large proportion of these, your Committee 
have reason to hope, are exercising faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and are not 
satisfied with having simply abjured the 
errors by which they were long enslaved. 
On the 24th of March, these converts and 
their friends held a social meeting in the 
Lecture Room of Cote Street Church, to 
which about 700 persons were admitted by 
ticket. Professor Coussirat presided. 
Resolutions were proposed, ably spoken 
to, and unanimously adopted by the con- 
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verts, expressive of their renunciation of 
Romish errors, and their attachment to 
the Gospel and the freedom which it se- 
cures. The meeting was addressed by the 
Revs. C. Doudiet, Theo. Lafleur, C. Chini- 
quy, and others, and was fitted to be most 
useful to those so recently brought out of 
darkness, in uniting their hearts and 
sympathies, and strengthening them to 
endure the reproach and _ persecution 
which they have since encountered.”’ 


OUR ‘‘ FRENCH BOARD ”? ORGANIZED. 


At the union of the Presbyterian churches 
in that same year, 1875, the first act, 
framed by Principal MacVicar, Dr. Jen- 
kins, and the writer, and passed, was: 
“That the work of French Evangelization 
hitherto carried on by the churches, be 
united under a General Assembly Board of 
French Canadian Evangelization, whose 
office shall be in Montreal.’? The minute 
provides that the training of missionaries 
shall bea first charge on the fund. The 
Rev.C. A. Tanner was appointed General 
Secretary; andin the following year, the 
Rev. Mr., now Dr. Warden, was made 
agent, and infused new life into the Board’s 
finances. Mission work was consequently 
largely extended. 

In view of the increasing efficiency of 
the denominational missions, Presbyterian, 
Anglican, Methodist, and Baptist, the 
French Canadian Missionary Society 
somewhat reluctantly decided to hand 
over the results ofitslong and successful 
labor of love, to them. In accordance with 
this decision it transferred to the Board of 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada, the 
schools at Pointe aux Trembles, receiving 
for the property there thesum of $5,500, 
and with them the whole work of the 
Society. The Craig Street Church, how- 
ever, it made over to the Methodist Con- 
ference. The Presbyterian Board bought 
Russell Hall in the east, and built Canning 
Street Church in the west of Montreal, and 
established preaching stations and schools 
in many parts of the country, as well as in 
Quebec, Ottawa, and other central locali- 
ties.. 

PRESENT POSITION OF OUR WORK. 

The Rev. Principal MacVicar is still the 
chairman of the Board, and the Rev. Dr. 
Warden its treasurer, but forseveral years 
past the Rev. S.J. Taylor, M.A.,an accom- 
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plished French scholar, has efficiently dis- 
charged the various duties of secretary 
and personal director of mission work. 
The gross income of the Board last year 
was over $36,000. The Kev. Dr. Coussirat 
still occupies the position of French Pro- 
fessor of theology. 

The efficient head of the Pointe aux 
Trembles schools, during the past twenty- 
. five years, has been the Rev. Jules Bour- 
goin whose Christian z3al, devotion and 
scholarship have tended greatly to place 
them in their present prosperous condition. 

There have been engaged in missionary 
labors during the past year 28 pasiors and 
ordained missionaries, 17 evangelists, col- 
porteurs and students, and 20 teachers, in 
all 65toilers in the French Canadian vine- 
yard. Of mission fields there are 37, and 
93 mission stations, in the presbyteries of 
St. John, N.B., Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa, 
Glengarry, Barrie, Algoma, and Huron. 
The average Sabbath attendance was 2415. 
There are 928 families under our care, with 
1,079 church members, and 990 pupils 
attending Sabbath Schools ana Bible 
classes. There were 153 members added 
to the church during the year, and there 
were distributed 901 Bibles or New Testa- 
ments, and 21,976 tracts, etc. The amount 
contributed by converts for salaries and 
other expenses was $5,917.70; amount paid 
as school fees $1,602.30, making a total of 
$7,520.00. There were 25 mission schools in 
active operation, some during the year, 
others for a shorter period, with an aggre- 
gate attendance of 809 pupils. 

We cannot emphasize too strongly the 
importance of these schools. Those at 
Pointe aux Trembles have already given a 
christian education to about 5,000 pupils, a 
large proportion of whom became true 
converts, and have exerted an immeasur- 
able influence for good in various walks of 
life. Not a few have become missionaries, 
pastors, and teachers; and others lawyers, 
doctors, artisans, and agriculturists.”’ 


OTHER WORKERS AND WORK, 


The Baptists have at least 142 pupils 
in their schools, and their average 
attendance on religious ordinances must 
be considerably over 1,000. To these must 
be added the French Canadian Methodists 
probably as numerous, the Anglicans who 
are fewer, anda very large number, pro- 
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bably far exceeding those found in French 
churches, who have become Anglicized, and 
worship in English churches by prefer- 
ence. 

Many French Canadian Protestants, in- 
cluding some descendants of the old 
Huguenot settlers, and of the disbanded 
Highlanders, who have returned to the 
faith of their fathers, live remote from 
mission stations, and thus have no part in 
church statistics. The common report 
with which the late Premier Mercier is 
credited, is that there are in the province 
of Quebec over 30,000 French Canadians 
who call themselves Protestants whether 
they go to church or not. 

There is also a very large body in the 
United States, including thousands of con- 
verts made in Canada, who were driven 
across the lines by social persecution, and 
who are gathered, some into the many 
French mission churches of New England, 
others into English Protestant congrega- 
tions. Dr. Amaron in his book, entitled 
‘“‘Your Heritage,’’ estimates the French 
Protestants of New England at 10,000, and 
those of the United States at 40,000. 


A GREAT CHANGE. 


The dissatisfied with Rome’s teaching, 
in Canada, are far more than 30,000. 
The oldstate of affairs is changed. Dr. 
Chiniquy may walk and talk where he 
pleases, and be treated with respect. Ro- 
man Catholics send their children to the 
English public schools,in spite of discrimin- 
ating fees. They purchase *‘ L’Aurore,”’ the 
French Protestant paper, and read it pub- 
licly. Their intelligent men and women 
seek the society of the intelligent and cul- 
tivated among our French Protestants, 
and in many ways show that the old bar- 
rier between Catholic and heretic has been 
broken down. 

Wise people say this isthe progress of 
modern ideas, the influence of the neigh- 
boring States, and many things beside, but 
those who are familiar with life and society 
in the province of Quebec see in this 
change the fruit of good seed laboriously 
sown through long years of painful weary 
waiting. The bread cast upon the waters 
is found after many days, and teaches the 
apostolic lesson, ‘‘ Let us not be weary in 
well-doing: for in due season we shall 
reap if we faint not.”’ 
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Our foreign Missions. 


Dr. Morton writes from Trinidad of good 
health and encouraging success in the 
Mission. A full statement of the year’s 
work will appear in an early issue of the 
RECORD. 


ee 


Rev. J. Griffiths, who, unknown to him- 
self, has furnished our frontispiece, is one 
of the latest additions to our Foreign staff, 
and his previous record for earnest work 
and indomitable perseverance is a guar- 
antee of another worker worthy of our 
Honan Band. He has just reached his 
field of labor, having gone out with Mr. 
McKenzie and Dr. Leslie. 


Three months remain of the church year, 
before the closing of accounts, 31st March. 
All that is to be done towards meeting our 
Foreign Mission claims for the year must 
bé done by that time. Let the needof a 
lost world, the grandness of the work of 
redeeming that world, the privilege of 
being co-workers with Him who has com- 
manded it, and gratitude for what the 
Gospel has brought to us, be our inspira- 
tion in sharing this privilege. 


Help for the burned churches is coming 
in. That of Windsor, N.S., is making prog- 
ress, but has need for much more. Dr. 
Armstrong, of Ottawa, writes that he has 
received between three and four hundred 
dollars to help rebuild ths burned churches 
at Casselman and 8S. Indian, and that at 
least three times that amount will be 
needed before the need is adequately met. 


~~.» ___ 


A SCENE FROM BRITISH GUIANA. 
BY OUR MISSIONARY, REV. J. B. CROPPER. 
For the RECORD. 


On Sabbath morning last I visited Plan- 
tation Success, one of the estates in my 
district, and one on which meetings are 
regularly held. A Maharaj (Brahman) 
from another part of the country was 
visiting the estate at thesame time. He 
had many disciplesthere and had come to 
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see them. I preached the simple Gospel 
of the despised Nazarene, and told my 
hearers of ‘‘the Bread of Life’? which 
came from heaven,’’? and of the Saviour 
who gave himself for the life of the world. 

The Maharaj had no such gospel of 
salvation to preach ; hereceived, for him- 
self, the worship and homage of his de- 
voted followers who made obeisance to 
him in the most servile manner. 

Passing the door of one of the houses, I 
stopped amomentto look at the ceremony. 
[ did not see the commencement of it ; but 
letme describe what I did see. 

In front of the door of the earth-floored 
room sat the Brahman. He was a big 
man, tall and stout, and of a heavier build 
than the average East Indian. He worea 
Sort of tunic and a ‘“‘ Dhote ” or loin cloth, 
and wooden sandals. His head was bare ; 
and he had around his neck a long string 
ofthe large beads worn by the ‘‘ Holy 
men.’’? His teeth and mouth within were 
red with the preparation made for the 
purpose which he chewed. His whiskers 
were short and dressed in the form ofa 
handsome curl or wax. His bearing was a 
combination of Pharisaic pride and 
ecclesiatical dignity. 

He sat in front of the open door ona 
chair. Before him, outside, was the 
worshipper, a woman ; beside him stood the 
woman’s husband (who had probably 
already paid his devotions; and round 
about sat a few onlookers—the Hindu, in 
reverence ; the Mohammedan, in scorn. 

The woman bowed herself low before 
him; stretched forward her hands and 
stroked his feet; then putting her hands 
together, the finger tips of each touching 
and the palms slightly apart—she drew 
them back and raised them to her breast. 
After repeating these movements several 
times, she gently raised herself, and meekly 
moving aside went into the house. The 
Brahman who had bent slightly forward 
while receiving the worship, then sat him- 
self back and crossed his legs with an air 
of self-satisfied dignity. 

If we could dissociate from our minds 
the idea of worship, I should tell you it 
was a pretty scene—a tableau vivant. 
There was the comeliness of man about the 
men and the delicacy of woman about the 
woman, whose face was pleasing if not 
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pretty. The student of Delsarte would 
have found no fault with the grace of her 
movement; and the devotee ofthe dim 
cathedral aisle would have seen nothing 
lacking in the bowed head and drooping 
eyes. But unfortunately for the xsthetic 
taste, admiration must give away to pity 
and pain, forthe scene represents an act 
ofsolemn worship. And to some the pity 
and pain would be intensified ifnot also 
mingled with added feelings ; for it was 
woman crouching at the feet of man. 


LETTER FROM TRINIDAD. 
BY REV. W. L. MCCRAE. 


Dear Mr. Scott, 

Afew days ago we parted with one of 
our most faithful catechists—George Car- 
son (Baktawar). 

He returned to India to see his people, 
particularly his aged father, to whom 
he longed to bring the glad tidings of sal- 
vation which he himself had learned here. 

He came to Trinidad in 1881 and was in- 
dentured to the Inverness Estate, where he 
met Mahindebeg, our catechist, through 
whom he was brought to know and em- 
brace the truth. 

When a boy he attended one of the Gov- 
ernment schools in India, where he obtain- 
ed a thorough acquaintance with the 
Indian languages as well as a smattering 
of English. In 1892 he was baptized and 
named after the esteemed pastor of Knox 
Church, Pictou, N.S8., to whom for genu- 
ineness and unaffected sincerity he bearsa 
strong resemblance. 

He labored as a catechist for the last 
four years with much acceptance, and the 
fervor with which he was commended to 
the care of our Heavenly ‘Father, at a 
prayer meeting previous to his leaving, 
was a good indication of the confidence 
and affection in which he is held by our 
Christian people. 

He hopes to return in the course ofa 
year, and we sincerely hope he may, as we 
can ill spare so valuable a helper. 

While at home he hopes to visit our 
mission in Central India to acquaint him- 
self with the methods and work of our 
missionaries there, to whom he bears a 
note of introduction. About seven hun- 
dred other immigrants returned with him 
in the same ship. 


Mahindebeg, through whose instrumen- 
tality Carson was brought to know and 
love the Saviour, was converted in India 
in connection with the Methodist Mission. 
He belonged to a rigid Mohammedan 
family, who persecuted him unmercifully 
when he embraced the Christian faith. 
Since then he has borne faithful testimony 
to the truth. 

He came to this colony about 18 years 
ago and is therefore one of our oldest as 
well as most faithful laborers. He has very 
little English, but is read up somewhat 
extensively in his own language. 

He has had three years training in our 
college, and will therefore be ready for 
ordination as soon as his fieldis able to 
contribute the required amount. His wife 
—a bright intelligent woman—is one of our 
Bible women. 


—_————_> >> —__—_—__—_——__ 
CHEERING INCIDENTS AT HOME. 


Some incidents mentioned by Rev. Nor- 
man Russell, who has heen visiting the 
churches the last few months, are very 
cheering. He writes to the RECORD under 
date 21st December :— 

You will be glad to know of several very 
encouraging things about the missionary 
meetings being held for some time past. 

First, there seems to be a real deepening 
of the interest in missions. The meetings 
are well attended, and I think not merely 
on account of the lantern views. On Sun- 
day when I have no views the people 
listen with great interest. 

The sympathy ofthe church is princi- 
pally drawn out to the attempt to evangel- 
ize the whole district by means ofa trained 
native preaching force. To this end many 
have promised help. 

In one place ina country congregation, 
ayoung man came up tome and volun- 
teered to be responsible for the support of 
a native preacher ($50 per year.) 

In asmal! town congregation the minister 


told me later, that, asaresult ofthe appeal, 


a young man had volunteered to do the 
sexton’s work of the church, and allow the 
salary to go to support a native preacher. 

In a large city congregation the pastor 
told me his organist had come forward 
and volunteered to support a native 
preacher, 
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I received afew weeks ago a letter from 
ayoung man in yourown Presbytery, Mon- 
treal, saying he and nine others had united, 
subscribing $5 each, above their ordinary 
givings, to support a native preacher. 

Letters come to me from pastors telling 
of Sunday Schools, CO. E. Societies, etc., 
undertaking similar special efforts. 

The thought of reaching perhaps 10,000 
people a year by means of a native 
preacher should be no small spur to those 
desiring to see Christ’s great command 
fulfilled. 

The rescue of famine orphans has also 
moved several to self-denying effort in 
order to provide the $16 a year necessary 
for the support ofa waif, who in God’s 
Grace may yet become a preacher of 
righteousness. 

The awful condition of Hinduism has 
opened the eyes of some as never before 
to the tremendous needs of these people 
forthe Gospel. More than one man of 
influence has told me that the description 
of the degraded and immoral condition of 
these people hasconverted him to Foreign 
Missions. 

The great need everywhere seems to be 
information. To supply this, personally 
my greatest hope is in the PRESBYTERIAN 
RECORD and its——Editor, The RECORD is 
doing a noble work and one that is ever 
more and more appreciated. 

0 ae eee 
OPEN DOORS IN INDIA. 
Dear Mr. Scott, 

I quote the following from a letter I 
received to-day from my brother at Dhar, 
Central India. ‘‘Openings in our field here 
are offering on all sides and I cannot take 
advantage of them as I could wish to; 
even thoughI am spending up to my fall 
estimate and as much of private means as 
Ican spare. Requests for opening work 
come from several quarters. Dasai, a 
place of about 2500, 20 miles N. E. Amghe- 
ra’s offer of land fora nominal sum still 
holds good. Dikthan seems ready for it 
too—and Nalchais very promising. 

You will be glad to hear that a pakki 
sarak (macadamized road) is being built 
from Sirdarpore through to.Kuksi touch- 
ing Tanda, Bag, etc., andtaking the road 
down the Ghats (Vindhaga mountains) 
which we followed last year. This work 
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is being undertaken by the Government tec 
give the Bheels of that district employ- 
mentand relieve distress. The workis to 
be completed almost immediately possibly 
by Christmas or January. So that the 
descent of the Ghats will be no longera 
matter of difficulty, and Amkhut (the site 
of the new Bheel Mission to be opened by 
Dr. Buchanan) made much more accessible 
from this end.”’ 

The places mentioned above by my 
brother I know personally as centres of 
considerable influence, and the fact that 
they are requesting us to begin work in 
their midst is only one of the many mar- 
vellous signs we have been having of late 
that the districts of Central India are 
opening far more rapidly than the church 
isable to enter in. It is on a par also 
with many similar requests I have been 
speaking of in my addresses to the 
churches. 

The newroad into the Bheel country is 
just one of the remarkable providences of 
God that have marked every advance. we 
have made as a mission of late to enterin 
and occupy these open doors of Central 
India. Justas Dr. Bu:hanan is leaving to 
begin the Bheel Mission a road is being 
prepared for him over the most difficult— 
in fact the only really difficult—part of 
the road into the Bheel country. 

My brother adds :— 

‘‘We have had special meetings for S. 
School work on Sunday and Monday, 
and had splendid meetings, bright, cheer- 
ful andencouraging. The outlook for this 
work seems tobe good. Indeed all -round 
the work has brighter prospect than for- 
merly, though even yet the opposition is 
very bitter and I suppose will continue to 
be so long as we preachthe Gospel to a 
Brahmin community. 

This Poona affair,(the murder of Rand and 
Ayrist) makes the Dekkani Brahmin rather 
sore and consequently disagreeable so far 
as he dares. We have done all we can, 
however, to conciliate feeling here, and I 
really think that whatever may be the 
religious sentiment, we have the moral 
respect of the people.”’ 

This bitterness of the Brahmins and the 
opening in the villages are sign posts to 
the road on which the Indian Missionary is 
bound to travel.—_NORMAN RUSSELL. 
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Not without their ludicrous side are some 
of the incidents of mission life. One of our 
medical missionaries in Honan writes :— 
“Not long ago a deputation was received 
from one of the Yamens. Six of them there 
were aged and venerable; their spotless white 
robes and snowy beards betokening rank 
and dignity. In their hands they bore a box 
resplendent in gold (tinsel) and vermillion, 
containing a present for the doctor who had 
previously treated one of their number. After 
they had gone, and when no one else was 
near who might want a share of the prize, 
with eager haste we opened that box. Visions 
of jewelry—silver, gold, perhaps, or perhaps 
some costly silks, passed before our minds, 
till suddenly, the cover off, the box flew 
open—cakes—greasy ones—the school boys 
said they liked them.” 


In Chang te Fu :—“ The children all have 
the whooping cough ;”’ while “ the officials 
for the past few weeks have been coming 
very far short of their duty, and actually en- 
courage the lawless.’ ; 

The lawlessness, however, sometimes 
tcuches the officials themselves, as the fol- 
lowing from the “Hsin Pao,” a manuscript 
weekly of the Mission, will show :—‘ The 
lawlessness and insecurity of property in 
China is evidenced by the raiding of the 
home of the Nei Hwang Hsien Mandarin, 
last Saturday nigh, by a large band of rob- 
bers, who put the brave official, together 
with his brave retainers, to fiight. They 
carried off all the silver and valuables they 
could find, together with the mandarin’s 
official seal. The robbers are supposed to 
have come from Shantung. A reward of five 
hundred taels is offered for the return of 
the seal.”’ 


“A few days ago, while the wife of the 
San Fu official was at Chang te Fu, two of 
her servants created quite a disturbance in 
the Chapel, reviling and wanting to fight. 
The lady was very sorry that this had oc- 
curred, and late that night two writers came 
from the Yamen to inform us that these two 
servants had» been summarily dismissed. 
The friendly attitude of the San Fu is quite 
encouraging.”’ ; 

Later :—‘‘ Reliable reports say that these 
two men are still at their posts in the Ya- 
men. We are in the midst of deceit,” 


Two interesting items, one from China, 
one from India, fit well together. From 
China one of our Missionaries, writing a 
few months ago, says :— 


“An appeal for help from India for famine 
sufferers has touched us here in Honan. One 
very pleasing thing was the response of the 
Chinese Christians here to the appeal for 
heip. A small number gave 5,500 cash. Tha 
eight school boys, whose income for food, 
firing and pocket money is 60 cash each 
(about 8 cents) per day, contributed 1,000 
cash.” 

The other item is sent to the “ Record” 
by Rev. J. F. Smith, M.D., our Missionary 
in India, who writes about the famine chil- 
dren in the “ Honan Orphanage,’ Mhow :— 

“Why called the Honan Orphanage ? In 
the first place, the Missionaries in Honan 
sent a very liberal donation to me for the 
famine. And in the second place, a few of 
the native Christians in our Mission in Ho- 
nan sent me, out cf their poverty, a dona- 
tion of about five dollars to feed some of the 
starving ones of India. God bless the bre- 
thren in Honan, and the native Christians 
whose sympathies went out thus to those in 
another land, and may the link thus formed 
between the two Missions become stronger 
and stronger as the days go by.” 


From Hsin Chen, Honan, comes the fol- 
lowing :—‘‘ The honeymoon being just over, 
‘The Horse,’ our gate-keeper, has asked for 
ten days’ leave of absence, and may leave 
to-morrow with his new wife for home. This 
will be the bridal trip. He intends wheeling 
her home on a barrow (thirty miles). He 
requested that, as a kind of pass, he be al- 
lowed to hoist on his wheelbarrow a white 
flag with characters written thereon to the 
effect that they belong to the Jesus Religion 
sect at Hsin Chen.” 


“The number attending service on Sabbath 
necessitates the opening of an extra room 
for women and children,” is among the re- 
cent items of news from Hsin Chen, Honan. 


Dr. Malcolm write us from Hsin Chen, 
Honan :—‘‘ There is much ill-feeling against 
us on the street at present for some unknown 
cause. Every day, on my way to the Hospi- 
tal, I have to pass a crowd of gamblers, who 
are very insolent, and who carry on their 
nefarious employment from morning till 
night in the shade of a big tree.” 
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| Woung People’s Societies. 


THE ASSEMBLY COMMITTEBR’S ‘‘ PLAN 
OF STUD Ye 


ConDUCTED BY THE Rey. R. D. FRASER, CoNVENER. 


The Monthly Topics of the Plan of Study 
for 1898 bear the general title, ‘‘Some 
Books, Fields, and Men,” and are soar- 
ranged as to be adapted to the various 
sorts of Young People’s Societies. They are 
set down for the second weekly meeting of 
each month, andthe Topic is treated in 
the Record of the month preceding, in 
order that Societies may have the mater- 
ials for the meeting on hand well inad- 
vance. 

Attention is drawn to the fact thata 


specially prepared Topic Card for Presby-|. 


terian Y.P.S.C.E.’S is published by the 
** Record ” at 60 cents per 100. Less than 
fifty, one cent each. It is issued by ar- 
rangement with the Assembly’s Com- 
mittee, and embraces the ‘ Uniform ” 
Topics, the Monthly Topics ofthe Plan of 
Study, and the Questions on the Shortcr 
Catechism for each meeting throughout 
the year. A Booklet containing the same 
-matter and, in addition, Daily Readings 
for the whole year, is also ready, at $1.00 
per 100. Less than fifty, one anda half 
cents each. Orders for the Topic Cards 
or Booklets should be sent to Rev. E. Scoit, 
Y. M. C. A. Building, Montreal. 


“HARLY PIONEERS OF THE HOME 
MISSION FIELD.’’ Matthew 10: 1-5. 


Topic for Week beginning February x3th. 
LITHRATURBE. 


Prof. Gregg’s Short History of Presby- 
terianism in Canada, $1.00. Dr. Patterson’s 
life of Dr. James McGregor; McBeth’s 
Selkirk Settlers in Real Life, 75c ; Articles 
on Dr. Black in Westminster of 1897 by 
Prof. Bryce. These works treat of the 
Pioneers of whom sketches are given 
below. 

Dr. Cannifi’s History of Canada ; Croil’s 
Statistical and Historical Report; The 
Life of the Rev. Dr. R»bert Burns; and, 
The Life of the Rev. Dr. Machar, of King- 
ston, also furnish useful information. 


Points For The Programme. 


Examples from the Gospels, of pioneer- 
ing. 


Pioneers and pioneer work inthe Acts 
of the Apostles. 

A short paper on theearly settlers; bush 
life, hardships, etc. 

A brief account of one or more of the 
pioneers sketched in the Record. 

A list of others belonging to the locality. 

A brief paper comparing the condition 
ofthings in the early times and now, say 
in each of the Provinces. : 

Reminiscences from the old settlers, 
where any of these survive. 

A great deal of valuable information 
may be gathered by the young people 
through conversation with these old vete- 
rans, and their presence in the meeting 
would be interesting. — 


REV. JAMES McGREGOR, D. D. 
BY REV. JOHN MACMILLAN, B.D., HALIFAX. 


Dr. McGregor was the 9th minister who 
labored in Nova Scotia. His predecessors 
were :— 

The Rev. Jas. Lyon who came in 1765 ; 
Rev. Samuel Kinlock, 1766; Rev. Jas. 
Murdock, 1766; Rev. Daniel Cock, 1770; 
Rev. David Smith, 1771; Rev. Thomas 
Russell, 1783;,.Rev. George Gilmore, 1784 ; 
Rev. Hugh Graham, 1785. 

All th.se men labored in different parts 
of the Provinces with almost apostolic 
zeal and their names should be household 
words in every community in our land. 
They sowed the seed, of which we are joy- 
fully reaping the harvest. 

In 1784the people of Pictou sent a peti- 
tion to Scotland earnestly requesting a 
minister who could preach in both Gaelic 
and English. The population of the whole 
county at that time was only about 500. 
Many of that number were disbanded 
soldiers who carried with them the vices 
ofarmy life and cared nothing for religion. 
Most, however, were Highlanders, who, 
when they came to anew land, did not 
forget their God or leave their religion 
behind them. They assembled frequently 
for worship onthe Sabbath, even though 
they hadno minister... Occasionally Messrs. 
Lyon, Cock, Smith, and others, visited 
them and preached to them the precious 
Gospel. These visits were highly prized, 
but they longed earnestly for a settled 
pastor. 

Their petition was answered, and Rev. 
James McGregor, then about 25 years of 
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age, arrived at Halifax on the 11th June, 
1786, and preceeded at once to Pictou. 
He was charged by the Synod that sent 
him, not to make Seceders, but Christians, 
and that charge he ncver forgot. Con- 
sidering all the circumstances, the pro- 
spect of a useful and happy ministry at 
home, and the prospect of dangers and 
difficulties and deprivations in Nova 
Scvtia, he exhibited a self denial not sur- 
passed by any missionaries to heathen 
lands in modern times. 

When he reached Pictou, his heart 
almost failed him. He wrote afterwards, 
“1 looked on myself as an exile from 
church and country.’?’ When, however, 
he found himself warmly welcomed by 
the settlers and saw the great need of his 
ministrations, his gloom passed away and 
he set to work with apostolic enthusiasm 
and heroism. 

The people were all poor. It was a 
difficult matter to secure the necessaries, 
not to speak of the comforts, of life. 
There were no roads, no miils, no shops, 
no schools, no comfortable houses. He 
had no new books or papers, no ministerial 
brethren to cheer him, no communication 
from the outside world. A whole year 
passed before he received word from his 
friends in Scotland. Often his mostluxur- 
ious bed was a little straw on the floor, 
and his daintiest fare a potato. He labor- 
ed fifteen months before he received a 
shilling of his salary. 

Notwithstanding all these discourage- 
ments he worked on with fervent zeal and 
faithfulness, preaching, visiting, catechiz- 
ing. Often he took long journeys on foot 
over bad roads and through trackless 
forest. He preached in private houses, in 
barns, in the open air, whereveran oppor- 
tunity offered. . 

Nor were his labours confined to Pictou. 
After the second year, until the infirmities 
of old age prevented him, he spent several 
weeks every summer in visiting destitute 
localities in all the Maritime Provinces. 
He made many long and toilsome journeys 
through Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and 
Prince Edward Island, scattering sunshine 
allalong his way. It was his highest joy 
to deny himself for Christ and his fellow- 
men. Hecould not, unmoved, behold the 
moral wilderness all around him. Ifthere 


had been many more ministers like Dr. | 
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McGregor in the Maritime Provinces at 
that time, the religious and moral char- 
acterfor which Pictou Presbyterians are 
noted would have prevailed everywhere. 

For nine years Dr. McGregor labored 
alone. In 1795 Rey. Duncan Ross and Rev. 
John Brown arrived, and on the 7th July 
was formed the first Presbytery with which 
Dr. McGregor was really connected ; 
although it was the second Presbytery in 
Nova Scotia. Dr. McGregor was twice 
married. His descendants have exerted a 
powerful influence for good to the present 
day. - 

He was a man of strong faith, broad 
charity, wondrous patience and endurance, 
ardent zeal, tender sympathy, and self- 
denying benevolence. As an instance of 
his generosity it issaid that during the 
first three years of his ministry, though his 
salary was very small, he gave £50 for the 
redemption of a colored woman from 
slavery. At times he had bitter enemies 
and persecutors, but he lived and died 
loved and venerated by all classes and 
creeds. An Episcopalean said, ‘‘he was 
most like what I could suppose Christ to 
have been of any man I have ever seen.”’ 

Early in 1828 he had asevere stroke of 
paralysis, but he soonresumed work and 
continued to discharge all the duties of 
the ministry till, on 3rd March, 1880, 
he had another stroke, and was _ trans- 
lated to heaven. ‘‘ He being dead yet 
speaketh.”’ 


REV. ROBERT McDOWALL. 
BY REV. PROFESSOR GREGG, TORONTO. 


The Presbyterian Church in Canada, 
especially in the province of Ontario, is 
greatly indebted to the Reformed Dutch 
Church of the United States, whose atten- 
tion was turned to this province as a field 
of missionary labors, so early as the year 
1798. In this year, the Classis of Albany 
sent to Ontario the Rev. Robert McDowall, 
whose faithful and toilsome services in 
helping to lay the foundation of the Pres- 
byterian Church in this land deserve to be 
held in grateful remembrance. 

Robert McDowall was born in the United 
States, of Scottish parentage, and licensed 
to preach in 1790. On coming to Canada, 
he labored as a missionary, preaching and 
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organizing congregations in different 
places between Elizabethtown (Brockville) 
and York (Toronto). 

He found the people very hungry for the 
Bread of Life and very attentive to the 
preaching of the Word. He had several 
invitations to settle, among others, one 
from Elizabethtown, which he seriously 
thought of accepting ; but he finally, in 
1800, accepted the call from a congrega- 
tion on the Bay of Quinte, embracing the 
townships of Adolphustown, HEmerstown, 
and Fredericksburgh. 

In this year, 1800, there were, besides 
himself, only three other Presbyterian 
ministers settled in Ontario, the Rev. 
Messrs. Bethune of Glengarry, Brceffle of 
Williamsburgh, and Coller of Simcoe. 
Before 1800, however, there had been sent 
to Canada, besides Mr. McDowall, five 
other missionaries from the Reformed 
Dutch Church; but they did not remain 
- in the country, as he did. 

At a meeting of the Reformed Dutch 
Church, held at Albany in 1806, a commu- 
nication from Mr. McDowall was read, in 
which he described the difficulties he had 
to contend with in Canada. He found that 
the enemy had come in likea flood and 
had disseminated principles which were 
subversive of the fundamentals both of 
religion and morals. The doctrines of 
grace had been misrepresented, and then 
tnrned into ridicule. 

The scene of his labors extended beyond 
his own congregation from Elizabethtown 
to York. He was wont to preach from six 
to nine timesin the week. His constitu-— 
tion had been debilitated by his excessive 
labors. Feeling himselfin a manner alone 
he pathetically appealed for help from the 
Synod. 

His appeal was not in vain. Several 
brethren were sent to assist him. The 
result of his and their labors was that, 
besides the three townships to which he 
ministered on the Bay of Quinte, fifteen 
other preaching stations or congregations 
were organized, before the year 1816. One 
of these was in Hlizabethtown, where Mr. 
Alexander Morris, grandfather of the late 
ex-Governor of Manitoba, was President of 
the consistory. Another was in York 
(Toronto) whose first Presbyterian congre- 
gation was organized in 1810, by one of the 
Reformed Dutch missionaries, who is re- 


ported to have spent eighteen weeks ina 
missionary tour around Lake Ontario. 

After the close of the war between 
England and the United States (1812-1815), 
the Reformed Dutch Church quietly aban- 
doned its missionary operations in the 
Canadian field. But Mr. McDowail re- 
mained at his post as pastor of the congre- 
gation on the Bay of Quinte, withdrawing 
from the Classis of Albany and becoming a 
member of the Presbytery of the Canadas, 
which had been formally organized in 1818 
chiefiy by Secession ministers from Scot- 
land and Ireland. He afterwards joined 
the Synod of Canada in connection with 
the Church of Scotland, which was organ- 
ized at Kingston in 1831. 

He died on the 3rd of August, 1841, in the 
74th year of hisage. His remains lie in- 
terred near the old Church, in South 
Fredericksburgh, in which he had long 
ministered. His name is a household 
word in Western Canada and especially in 
the neighborhood of the Bay of Quinte, in 
which the memory of his faithful and 
laborious ministry is cherished. 

A neat memorial church, recently erect- 
ed in the locality, attests the respect and 
esteem entertained for him by the des- 
cendants of the families of the past gener- 
ation, who loved and prized him as their 
minister. 

A further testimony to his ability and 
worth as an expounder and defender of 
great fundamental doctrines, may be found 
in what are now rare copies—highly prized 
by their owners—of a series of discourses 
which he delivered and published on the 
Divine decrees, predestination and elec- 
tion, founded on Ephesians 1: 3,4,5, and 11. 
These prove him to have been a profound 
theologian and an able controversialist. 

For several years after his settlement 
Mr. McDowall was the only Presbyterian 
minister in the central part of the Pro- 
vince of Ontario, and as Methodist minis- 
ters were not then permitted by the laws 
of the Province to celebrate marriages he 
was very frequently appealed to to unite 
in wedlock those Protestants who did not 
belong to the Church of England. 

In a book kept for the purpose, there are 
records of 752 marriages celebrated by him 
between 1890 and 1822. The whole num- 
ber of marriages which he celebrated, till 
1836, is estimated at 1,100, This fact may, 
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to some extent, account for the fondness 
with which his memory is so generally 
cherished in Belleville, Kingston, Picton, 
and allaround the Bay ot Quinté, not only 
by Presbyterians, but also, notwithstand- 
ing his Calvinism, by Methodists and 
others. 


REV. DR. JOHN BLACK, OF KILDONAN: 


BY REV. JAS. BLACK, LATE OF CALE- 
DONIA, ONT. 


John Black was born in Dumfrieshire’ 
Scotland, inthe year 1818. Hewas trained 
in one of the best of the parish schools of 
his native county, and afterwards engaged 
in teaching. In 1841 he came, with his 
father’s family, to the United States, 
where he resided with them for three 
years, teaching and pursuing his studies. 
Even before leaving Scotland he had 
resolved to prepare for the Christian 
ministry. Cherishing adeep affection for 
the church ofhis fathers, he was led to seek 
connection with the Presbyterian Church 
of Canada, as closely identified with the 
church of his native land. 

When Knox College was opened in 1844, 
he was present in Toronto, waiting for it 
to begin its work. Ithink his name was 
the first upon the list of the students of 
the first session of that Institution. There, 
during four sessions, he pursued his studies 
with diligence and success, each year 
taking bursaries or prizes. 

During the summers of 1845 and 1846, he 
took no small share of pioneer Home 
Mission work in what is now the Province 
of Ontario. 

In 1847, the ‘‘Students’ Missionary 
Society ”’? resolved to enter onthe work of 
French Evangelization, and because John 
Black had some knowledge ofthe French 
language, selected him as their missionary. 
At the close of his college course, in 1848, 
he was licensed by the Presbytery of Mont- 
real, and entered upon his French work in 
Lower Canada. Forthree years he labor- 
ed in connection with the French Canadian 
Missionary Society. 

It was while engaged in French work 
that the call came to him to enter upon 
what proved to be his life-work in the 
Great North-West Territories, and was at 
that time under the government of the 
Hudson Bay Company. 
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The only settlement, exclusive of the 
solitary posts ofthe fur traders, was the 
Selkirk settlement on the banks of the Red 
River, afew miles to the south of Lake 
Winnipeg. This settlement had been 
founded 30 years before by Lord Selkirk 
who brought thither a little colony of 
Sutherland Highlanders. They had their 
full share of perils and hardship; but 
what they considered the greatest hard- 
ship was that the promise to send them a 
minister of their own beloved church had 
not been fulfilled. English Church clergy- 
men came to the settlement, although most 
of the settlers were Presbyterians. 

While the settlers availed themselves 
ofthe preaching services of these minis- 
ters ofthe Church of England, they still 
adhered to their own Presbyterian Church, 
and still continued to petition and labour 
and pray that their eyes might see their 
own teacher. 

Their case was at length brought under 
the notice of the ‘“ Presbyterian Church of 
Canada,’’? and was taken up with special 
earnestness and energy by Dr. Burns, of 
Toronto. Jobn Black was prevailed tpon 
to undertake the mission, and with only a 
few hours notice entered upon his long 
and arduous journey. This journey can be 
made now in little more thantwo days. 
In the year 1851, John Black was some 
eight weeks by the way. Of the toils and 
hardships of that and subsequentjourneys 
we cannot here givea description, but a 
trip to India or China in the present day, 
is a light matter compared to what a 
journey to the Red River Settlement tnen 
was. 

After 30 years of longing and waiting it 
was little wonder that they gave their 
minister a joyous welcome. Little wonder 
was it that many shed tears of joy and 
thankfulness. Immediately after his arri- 
val three hundred Presbyterians left the 
English Church no more to return to it. 
They had erected a manse in the prospect 
ofa minister being sent. This fora time 
they used as a place of worship, but, 
before long, set themselves energetically 
to the work of erecting a substantial 
church. 

There John Black entered on his work, 
and there for eleven years he laboured 
alone. Forsome years he was the only 
Presbyterian minister in British territory 
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between Sarnia and the Pacific Ocean. 
With energy and great Christian wisdom 
he organized Presbyterianism in the con- 
gregation of Kildonan, a congregation yet 
to become the mother and the model of 
many others. Kildonan was the centre 
from which the influence ofthe Gospel of 
Christ in its Presbyterian aspect was to 
flow out to new settlements as they should 
be formed, and to it he gave his chief 
attention. 

But his missionary labors extended to 
the district around, and the congregations 
of Little Britain and Headingly owe their 
origin to his zeal. He also conducted 
services among the employees of the 
Hudson Bay’s Company in Fort Garry, 
where a congregation was formed, the 
beginning of the large and numerous con- 
gregations now in the city of Winnipeg. 

For eleven years he labored alone. In 
the year 1862, that devoted missionary, 
Rev. James Neshit, was sent to assist him 
in his work. When Mr. Nesbit, after two 
or three years of faithul labor in the Red 
River Settlement, went with his com- 
panions, from Kildonan, to establish the 
Indian Mission at Prince Albert, other 
helpers were sent from Canada _ to 
strengthen the hands of Mr. Black. 

At length Canadian connection was 
formed; settlers from the East began to 
come in ; new missionary laborers arrived 


in numbers, and before Dr. Black’s death] 


the city of Winnipeg had sprung up, a 
strong Presbytery had been formed, and 
the commencement made of that grand 
missionary movement which has occupied 
the whole North West from Lake Superior 
to the Pacific Ocean. 

Dr. Black’s labors in connection with the 
establishment of Manitoba College are 
worthy of special notice. It was largely 
through his influence and efforts that that 
Institution was brought into existence, 
and nursed through its early years Now 
itis the fruitful source ofsupply of well 
qualified laborera for the Mission field 
of the North-West. 

In January 1882, at the age of sixty-four, 
John Black wascalled to his reward. For 
thirty-one years, in the large Home 
mission field of the North-West, he had 
borne the burden and heat of the day. 
Perhaps his days were shortened by the 
excessive hardships he was called to en- 
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dure. The work was donethat the Master 
designed him to accomplish. To him it 
has beensaid, ‘‘ Well done goodand faith- 
ful servant, enter thou into the joy of 
thy Lord.’’ He rests from his labours 
and his works do follow him. 


REV. ROBERT JAMIESON. 
BY J.C, BROWN, ESQ., NEW WESTMINSTER. 


The Rey. Robert Jamieson, the pioneer 
in British Columbia of the Canada Presby- 
terian Church, entered upon the work of 
the ministry at Belturbet, Ireland, in 1853, 
and emigrated to Canada in 1856. He was 
stationed first at Dunville, afterwards at 
York Mills. 

On Thursday, Dec. 10th, 1861, within 
Knox Church, Toronto, he was designated 
as the first missionary of the Church to — 
British Columbia. Early in the new year, 
he arrived in Victoria, where he found 
Rev. John Hall, from the Irish Presbyter- 
ian Church, who gave him a hearty wel- 
come. 

It was decided that Mr. Jamieson should 
go on to New Westminster, where he was 
received with open arms by the Presby- 
terians, and where he at once proceeded 
to organize the congregation of St. An- 
drew’s. A manse and a church were soon 
erected, the people subscribing in the first 
year, for all purposes, over $3,000. 

For four years, Mr. Jamieson worked un- 
ceasingly in the interests of his congrega- 
tion and ofthe community. There was no 
school in the town, and Mr. Jamieson was 
urged to start one, which he did, conduct- 
ing it himself, until he secured a teacher 
and obtained a grant of $500 from the 
Government, to supplement the fees. 

From a sketch of those early days, writ- 
ten some years since, I quote this descrip- 
tion of the work: ‘It can easily be ima- 
‘ gined that a population of adventurous 
‘¢men, ebbing and flowing almost with the 
“frequency, but by no means with the 
‘‘regularity, of the tides, was not the best 
‘¢from which to build up a settled congre- 
‘“‘oation. For many years there was no 
‘‘Session, and .the Board of Management 
‘was chosen from those who could be in- 
“duced to serve. Whether it was the 
‘““natching ofa roof or the education of 
‘‘the children—for the Church preceded 
‘‘the public school—the pastor was the 


1898 


“leader, the organizer; often, as in the 
“school, the worker; nothing was too 
‘laborious to be attempted, nothing too 
‘trivial to be attended to, ifit contributed 
“to the success of the work he had set 
‘himself to do.” 

After four years, the Rev. D. Duff, who 
had been laboring under much discourag- 
ment in Cariboo, relieved Mr. Jamieson 
who wished to go to Nanaimo, and do over 
again there the work of a pioneer. Mr. 
Duff held out for about eighteen months, 
but the town was declining and he felt it 
his duty to return to Ontario, leaving a 
number of warm friends who still cherish 
the memory of his good work. 

Meantime, Mr. Jamieson had established 
a healthy and growing church in Nanaimo, 
and felt that he could not leaveit; so St. 
Andrew’s had to depend onits own mem- 
bers to keepit open. It isno small testi- 
mony to the character ofthe ‘‘foundation”’ 
work, that they were found equal to the 
task; and when, after some eighteen 
months, the Rey. W. Aitken came out to 
take charge of Nanaimo, Mr. Jamieson 
found St. Andrew’s ready to receive him. 
He found also a very hearty welcome to 
the scene of his first efforts. 

But the pioneering was not done. Up 
and down the Fraser, there were the 
beginnings of what are now prosperous 
agricultural settlements. At Langley, 
Maple Ridge,and Richmond, Mr. Jamieson 
established churches, and continued for a 
number of years to give them such supply 
as he could. Summer and winter, rain or 
shine, he went about his self-imposed task. 

Three services a day, with fifteen to 


twenty miles travel in a canoe, under a- 


cold drizzle, or a scorching sun, as an 
interlude, coupled with all the usual hard- 
ships of work in an isolated field, and the 
special trial of constantly facing the ques- 
tion of duty—to go on where progress was 
so slow or to seek a wider sphere of use- 
fulness—small wonder if these broke down 
a constitution never robust, so. that Mr. 
Jamieson found himself an old man before 
his fiftieth year! 

Shortly after Confederation (1871) things 
began to improve, and the Church of Scot- 
land took up work in the Province, so that 
Mr. Jamieson was able to devote himself 
entirely to St. Andrew’s. 

Then a controversy arose about the 
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route in the Province or the Canadian 
Pacific Railway, and another period of 
stagnation supervened. The new men 
were recalled or went away, and Mr. 
Jamieson was again almost alone. To the 
faith and courage which enabled him to 
stand at his post, Presbyterianism in Brit- 
ish Columbia owes much. 

At length he had the satisfaction of see- 
ing the beginning of something like an 
assured prosperity ; but his work was done. 
Karly in 1884, the congregation decided 
that the time had come for it to stand 
alone, without help from the funds, and 
just as this decision was_ reached, 
Mr. Jamieson was prostrated by  ill- 
ness so severe that his life was despaired 
of. ; 

Compelled to resign, his congregation 
voted him a liberal retiring allowance, 
and in every way strove to mark its 
appreciation of his life work. He rallied 
sufficiently to retain the chaplaincy of the 
penitentiary, and when his health per- 
mitted he was always ready to supply a 
vacant pulpit. He died in Septembe, 
1893, at the comparatively early age of 64. 

Mr. Jamieson was emphatically a strong 
man. With natural abilities of a high 
order, a well-stored mind, a humor that 
was a quaint mixture of the racy Irish and 
the dry Scotch, a restless energy and 
dauntless courage, he was one to be reck- 
oned with in any matter in which he had a 
part. 

He preached the o!d gospel of salvation 
through a crucified and risen Saviour, and 
as a preacher he has had a fi w equals in 
the Province. On the platform, too, while 
health permitted him to take part in the 
discussion of public questions, he wasa 
power. 

In one respect he was intolerant: 
he had a quick, fierce, contempt for false- 
hood and lies. A sentence from a com- 
memorative sermon preached by the Rev. 
A. Dunn, himself a pioneer, might be taken 
as Mr. Jamieson’s epitaph: ‘‘ He spared no 
man’s sin or unbelief, he courted no 
man’s favor, and he feared no man’s 
face.” 

Not until the pioneers and their children 
have passed away willthe memory of Mr. 
Jamieson and of the workhe did for his 
Master and his Church fade in British 
Columbia. 
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DATE OF CLOSING THE ACCOUNTS OF THE CHURCH. 


The special attention of Congregational Treasurers is called to the fact that the 
Accounts for the year close on the 31st March. All contributions intended to go into 
this year’s Accounts must be in the hands of the Agents of the Church at that date. 
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Reported.....-$1, oe 5 R. Knowles...... 8 0O|/H. Crozier....... 
a hee ........+ . J)A. Henderson..-- 16 00/J. McAull....... ; 
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30 ot IM aéean.«.ANihic o 0 75 eh ASS Richmond Bay’ . 400|Elmsdale..-..-.. 75 
wee Joesins A : te. = &5 e i $5 W.Riv.St. Mary’s ee oe Bay CE ee 2 e 
ichmond Bay.. 00) Reported. ...... 3 59| Fredericton ce . 9)Brookdale.. .... 
INDIAN FAMINE,  |Milford,Gay’sRss 11 79|Col. opening Col. 2) 81/Orwell ss... 9 09/Selma. . nat 
Jas. McWhinnie$ 1 00 Little Bras D'or. 10 09 orwell J. N.McL. 1 00|Up. Musquodob’t 3 00 
A Friend.......+.. 1 00; WestRivStMary’s8s 60 $74 81/Clifton P.E.I.... 14 26)Pugwash....-.... 2106 
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Southampton.... 1 40/Que. Chal......... 4 43/Elphin........... 2 65|Beeten ss..... ... 332/Mull Bethel...... 245 


Springhill.. ..... 17 54/[nverness........ 8 55|/McDonald’s Cor.. 3 A() BeGtoMin aes meter 8 14/Goldsmith ss..... 45 
River Jobn...... 1 60|Scotstown.......- 3 0)}Amherst Isd..... 3 00 Tottenham....... 1 85| Blytheswood..... 213 
MA MmHerstee ss sss, 8 00|Danville......... 1 00/Tweed 885 Sowerby. os.0-> +. Nai resden... tesco 00 
Wallace....--.... 6 40)Nawyerville...... 4 25 Pricevi'leSColumbas 86 Webbwood....... 1 59| Kent Bridge...... 72 
Portaupique..... 250 St. P. Baptiste.... 2 18{/Gananoque....... OOK lsy there cea. DTOMV NGsOrs een sels 23 40 
Westchester....... 160 Chicoutimi...... AqU0| Trento sce coe i Sol Manta lewe aes 175 Shakespe’r St. A. 3 25 
Westville........ 1 00) Te Vaisiciere sents. Poa} Pichon eke ee 8!|Hoiland Centre... 154 Shakespeare...... 33 DS 
Ferrona.......... 400 Marsbors.....-.-- 4 0u| L’downe. Fa vets i 00;Owen Sd. Div. St. 11 00 Hampstead...... 3 83 
N.Glasgow,StA.. 606 Ihree kivers..... 26) Havelock... . 3 30)Markdale........ 125) Millbank >a. 2... Sys 
Cap George...... 125 Upper Charlo.... 165 P. Hope Mill St... Oi Kembler «-dse ee - 4.87)Tavistock ....... 10 43 
Millsville..... .. 212 Lachute Henry..... 3 00 Hastings ........ 1] 57|uake Charles.... 1 35|/Easthope........ 6 00 
McLellan’s Brk... 200 St. Laurent...... 3 31) Port Hope Steer Ol On| VLCAlOrd ae ease 0) 20) LIStowelaims icine O02 
Hardwood Hill... 200 Howick.......... 9 00|Lakefield........ 5 71|Sarawak......... 300/Thomdale........ 5 33 
Lyon’s Brook.... 428 Eng. River....... 12 00/North Smith...-. 151|Williamsford.... 160)Auburn.......... 2 44 
Garden of Eden.. 3 44 Rev. R. P. Duclos 150|Peterboro St. A.. 11°45|Crawtord........ 2)10|/Hemondville..... 4 25 
Plainfield........ 425 Huntingdon... .... 500) Warsaw ete...... 2 00|Maralen-<..-.s.- ) 100] ondesboro. -...- 7 70 
Heather Bell... 455'Mont: St. Matt.; 622)/Apsley........... AZ WaAtOurssa ase oO) Mullets) Burns. so100 
Mt. Dhomes..- 2 l7iMont. Calvin... 600|\Cobourgh=...-.... 1200|/Durham?.>,..%>- PABEM AMO seassonaee 8 00 
Blue Mitre... «. 4 00. Ormstowne-. ... O00 Roseneath-c..... 4s O0l barriston.es-as.-) 7 Volelensallecds a... - 4 00 
Hopewell........ 6 50,Dundee Centre... 3 00)/Brooklin......... 2 95|Hopeville... ...- 2 60| Bayfield.......... Zale 
West Riv. G. Hill 8 52|Mont.st.Gabrial’s 5 25/Orono ........... 5 00/Fordwich........ 6 38/Goderich......... 14 33 
Saltsprings ..... 6 88 aaecetias vet neee 2 00)Ashburn.......-- 4 15/Fairbairn ss...... 4.70] Blake... 05% «s+ 4 25 
Lower Mt. Thom 217| iore.....-....... 1.50/Oshawa ......-.- 3 00| Clifford Seas <0 255| Wroxeter.......- 3 6d 
honour eee 2 (0 Valleyvfeld  aione DGS Whitby... ee 2100) Dromoreseens ie O00) Lucknow. seeseouen 40 
Stillwater........ 3 00| Hemmingford.... 1 00 Lindsay see 17 16|Palmerston.....- 5 00|Teeswater Knox. 6 50 
W.R. St. Mary’s 5 00|/Howick......, ..- 7Olt/Somerville....... 3 251N-cauther.. «oo. DH SUPAMLIOChISsteec ss uoaTo 
Goldenville ..... 2 00| Montreal West... 115)Zephyr _....... 6 00/Holstein.......... 500/Pine River....... 3 00 
Churchville....... 3 00/Chateaugay...... 712 Guiker Hille el OO) Doontesasne cee: 1 00) Bluevale........-- 11 60 
Pictou, Knox.... 5 50|Beauharnois. ...- 5 23 Cara bray Lac naae 60|Winterbourne.... 2 50|/Cranbrook........ 1 00 
Stellarton........ 5 Q)| Westmount,Mont 5 00}Wick . ..... -565|Elmira Gale.....-- 159|/Lucknow... ..... 1 00 
Meadowville..... 1 30 13)00|Somyaiad acoso oe 6 25|Fergus, St. A.... 16 17|Belgrave........, 2 00 
Sherbrooke. ... 8 88/Sandringham.... 1 51|Leaskdale.,...... 40'|Guelph Chal..... 500]/Brussels.......... 12 41 
Ch’town,St.J..... 454/Martintown...... 12 00/Greenbank....... 412|)Hawkesville....... 126)Wingham..:..... 6 16 
Kensington....... 315|Maxville:......... 100! Eldon ww. 140 Glenallan....-... G02 NeeBrantessee. 3 50 
Montague... ..... 20%;|Avonmore........ 8 10 Sundinehanie 130 |(Glenallan’ss:...- -s4liW. Brant: 7.5... 2 65 
Cavendish,....... 9 00/Alexander.. ..... 5 00/Grass Hill,. ..... GHIBIOM Rs oove ocane 8 74|Dobbington...... 2 00 
New Haven ..... 600/Roxborough...... 6 00|Beaverton.. a Po OO Hespelers ree e 28 8 00| Paisley Knox.... 10 40 
Long River...... 180|North Gower.... _ 41/Sunderland...... 220;/Per Wm. Laidlow 100/Hampden........ 3 00 
Murray River.... 300|Otta. Erskine.... 6 20|/Uxbridge Chal.... 12 00,Cumnock......... 85| Hanover... poe - § 00 
Mitra viele 42 Carped saencns. - 3 0) Kirkfield?.....-. 295/St. Ann’s........ 3 54 Sarnia St. 17 94 
Tignish, etc........ 500) Lowry............ 50] Markham St.A... 500!Ham., Locke St. 3 70/Sarnia Al. St ss. 4 28 
Summerside...... 35!)Kinburn......... 1 64/Ravenshoe. ..... 7 30/St. Cath. First... 7 32)Qil City.... ..... 200 
O'Leary. .....000- 1 32} Bristol Corners... 1 25|/Brampton........ 13 00)/North Pelham... 4 43/Sarnia St. A..... 5 00 
Belle River...... 3 00|Manotick........ Boa WMG od6 550006 TeSoeVVielland-yaeeeen ee oO NeUTyer. dor eaeseno: O00 
Shelburne... ..... 7 27|Ottawa Knox.... 1 23/W. Fe ees Zao OLMCOOseae seme © 3 5;|Camlachie........ 2 00 
Bridgewater...... 467|Mosgrove......... 20 '|Bradford.. . 250\Bridgeburgh...... 387|/Lucasville Burn’s 3 20 
Dublin Shoreete. 50} Vetcalfe......... 350'Port Credit ..... 4 80|N. Glanford...... 4 00] Moore Line, Osh. 5 00 
Mahone Bay. ...- 2 00|Ottawa Knox. 3 51)Morningside..... 1°25|Ham. Erskine. . 23 40) Port Arthur,..... 11 60 
Nashwaak....... 5)/Plantagenet....-- 100/Tor. Fern Ave.... 3 0|Burlington....... 13 31/Fort Wiiliam.... 2 00 
Up. Kincardine... 316/Carleton Pla.StA 14 23 Queensville sishesat 3.90 Din dag ack ss os 10 0} Win. Aug. ss..... 12 00 
St John, St. Ste... 92!|Watson’s Corners 5 39 MecMillan’s...... 3 0)|Binbrook......... 2 00|/Stonewall........ 3 70 
Kirkland ete..... 2 60 tea FS 4 75| Agincourt ....... 7 33|Saltfleet...-...--. 2 OU) Stonewall. ....+++ 240 
St. John St. Jo .. 1252) Arnprior...-...... 6 00|Culross Hill...... 812|Waterdown...... 4 00] Win. St. Giles... 7 75 
MGTIO water 7 44 Brightside. .. cence 69) Tor. Krskine. .».» 7 55|/Grimbsby ...» 425}Poplar Point..... 5 30 
Rolling Dam ete. 509/Crosshill ......-. 1 54/Tor. St. Ja. Sq... 12 05}Ham. Knox ... 18 (0G| Winnipeg Knox. 18 28 
ake item sna 200\Smith’s Falls,StP 10 00/Tor. Central. -- 740|/Knox Mission ss. 80)|Brant. Argyless,. 1 50 
St. Stephen...... SON Lianarke, cos <3 4s 4 54|Tor. Cowan Ave.. 7ll|Jarvis..... ...... 40)|Bal. Victoriass - 1 60 
Up. Kintore...... _ 8|Carl Place Zion... 5 00|Ch. of Cov.......- 3 09|Walpole.......:. 148)/Bal-Dundas...... 1 00 
Lynfieldete ..... 1 29|Castleford, etc.... 15 00/The Sixteen...... 809|Cayuga .......+: 2 ()/Clearwater......- 7 50 
Scotch Ridge.. 1 0)|Spencerville...... 6.50\TorastePaul’s..... 12 09|\Strabane.---3..... ¥ 4)0|Thornhill........ 8 30 
Glassville.... .... 400|Heckston,ete.... 3 20iMt. Albert......... 933}Hagersville ...... 200;Morden....,...... 15 00 
Nashwaak V...-. 125|Spencerville,..... 959/Norval........... 8 40| Port lees 75|Shadeland. .--.- 2 00 
Nashwaak ss.... 200/|Prescott.......... 8 00|Union.... .+.. 630] Lyndoch. Ee nah Diryaliweloaeryrces 2 55 
Lo,Kineardineete 2 20)Athens ........... 270/Sutton Wieser .. 8 45|Silver Hill. tes oy Beta 232|Floral............ 3 20 
St. John St .And 16 18] [roquois.......... 5 0)/Tor. West........ 11 85/St. Cath.,Haynes 40 |Pilot Mound..... 4 66 
Florenceville..... 38 17|Winchester. ..... 3 25] Ballinafad...... 3 42\Ingersoll .......- 7 00|Manitou.......-- 5 55 
St. David’s ete.. . 1787|Ventnor.... ...... 200|/Mayfield ...... 8 75|Burford.........- 30)|Treherne.. ..... 4 00 
A ndavercits 3: «+ 2 78|Morewood.......- 788]/Hillsburgh...... 5 72\B. Oxford........ 309|/Holland.......... 6 00 
Red Rapids...... 44|Chesterville...... 282|Laurel ........ 610}Blenheim........ 1 00/Gladstone........ 7 20 
South Tilley..... 50| Merrickville..... 230! Black’s oe i Sad 5 60; Woodstk Cha]... 500|/Franklin......... 4 00 
Dalhousie........ 10 00|Burnbrae .....-. 2 70|‘orbetton... .. 860/Brantford Zion.. 50)/Roseland......... 86 
Jardineville...... 1 60/BellevilleSt. A... 12 62/Caledon ......... 88 Drumbod. 11a 100|"'arberry .-.,..++ 5 25 
Church Point.... 3 22)Thonetete. ..... Oi Primroses sss... 8 421 Tyson RUTE: Fe 10)}Oak River....... 6 30 
Campbellton. ... 3 80/Wolfe Isd........ 139/Ospringe........ 709/Ayr Knox........ 400/Humesville...... 15 00 
INelsonieee cacee 3 50| Harrowsmith.. 125) Ventnor:........ 7 00|Princeton........ 100|Briarwood.......- 2 60 
Up. Dist. N’castle 213]Roslin............ 180)/Dundalk.....---. 3 25|Mapleton..-..... .. 275|Brandon.......... 23 42 
Broadlands.....-. AOOT eh urlo weet 170/Grand Vall.....: 400)Mooresville ... 78| Altamont........ 1 80 
New Richmond... 6 50)/Millhaven....... LOOM Tine eee eee 2) Delmon tynoxeeenoO) V INCE Mae sce set 4 00 
New Mills......-- 700)/per H. Mann..-.. 309/)Alliston.. .. 150/St. Thomas Knox 19 18|/Kdge Hill,ete..... 8 40 
Redbank..:-..... 700|Wolfe Isd......-- 230|Allandale.. . 6 30|Hyde Park....... 210)Russell . +» 100 
Buctouche.,...... 3 00|Laurelss ........ ZOUStRYMET? J. .sc50 7 3 3 78|St. Thomas Alma 8 75 Rossburn. + asics 5 85 
New Carlisle..... 2 24|Bannockburn..-. 15%)South River..... 50 Rodney. See ee LO Binscarthia. sr. 110 
Manestoneneds oc: 2 00|/Rylestone ss .... 335|Barrie Leo 400 Caradocei a... sec. 5 14 Russell ....+.-+++ 5 72 
Metapedia....... 500)Cooper Col. ....- 6 92\Craigvale......-> 4 00) Dover ss- - 3817 Strathelair....... 6 50 
Black Bridge .... 100)/Newburgh....---- 709|Parry Sound...-- 100|North Ekfrid.. 160) Pert heise... sce. 2 50 
Tweedside.. ..... 64 Camden H....--.- 300\Himvale..........- 8 35) London Knox. . pet) HO|Tslaysseeeeeeeeees 59 
Chatham St. Jo... 700 Sunbury.......... 105/Flos. Knox.....-- 218|West Williams.. 200\Kbor..+...++. +>: 1 61 
Blackville. ..... 298 Pittsburgh... .-. 165|Hillsdale.......- 600 London St James 225 Hartney ....--+- 16 00 
Little Branch... 209 Glenburnie....... 200|Bracebridge.....» 1 56 Thamesville...... 321 Oxbow ........++- 8 3 
Wakefield ete .... 4.00 Cedar Luke ;..-- 1 60\Collingwood. . 4 50,.N.Caradoc....... 210;\Melitay.... 5.04. 5 PALL 
2 00 Snow Road..... . 495)Barrie....... Sty 2 Sh UD Wielerg gee ewe 260,Carnduff......... 990 


St. Sylvester ete.. 
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West Hall........ 5 70| Victoria St. A... 6 25/St.Cath. Haynes ss17 50| Bure. Buitpine Funp.|Mr. & Mrs. Alex. 
Wolseley. - 2h..00 3 00| Vie. J. Bay ss ... 5 00/Friend .......... 2 00 Buchanan,Galt 100 00 
Qu’ Appelle Sta. 5 0u|Nanaimo........ 7 00/Tor. Cook ’sb.c . 6 99! Received by Rev. J.|Woodstk, per B. 
Moose Jaw...-«-- 2 70|Mt. Tolmie....... 2 00|Mooreline ce..... 20 0v|/ Buchanan, M.D LTaylor.. - 10 00 
Willoughby.....- 5 0°|Hsvermehl -..... 20)|/Blyth St. A ce 37 00 AgnesLinton, G. alt 20 00 
Medicine Hat... 6 45 frinidad ss. 3 05|J. A. Cormie..... 1 00|Reported..... _ $3920 49 ‘Friend of the 
Lethbridge....... 5 00 F.S. Wrinch.... 200)Mrs.&MissT.Galt 200}Bheels’’Stellurton 25 00 
Edmonton........ 11 00 ae Mar] Luke ce..... 300/Rev. N. Shaw.... 100/Hon. J. Young.. 5 v0 
WACOM hes. aero 00) J. J. Paterson.. 100;Mrs. P. McLaren 200)/Mrs.W.Buchanan 10 00 
Ft. Saskatchewan 200|,, Priend:«.12 mane 100; W. A. Kirkwood. {00/Dr. & Mrs. 
Grand Forks. 115,Knox COLLEGE Srvu- W. md ooo oe £00 H. Robinson...-- 10)| Buchanan...... 2 00 
Chilliwack.. -3 65} Dents’ MIssIONARY 1a. 0 00| MES: John Adair. 1 00/""WW”’GlenMorris 5 00 
Vaner. Fairview. 5 55 Sociery. J. K. Macdonald. 2 00) Miss Un.Kirkwal 15 00|'' A friend” ..... 1 00 
Ls Hee uh a Doe CO+ +s a nA a Wom Oro Gal 10 Mh a one Women 160 

urne Rich. ss. 2¢ Received by Treasurer VI: Uaven...-+-+ M. WM. Norval. .. OiSaleof rings. 80 
Sappentonsnsesc: 3 75 Meee pe erat ts Glenallen Knox.. 12 36 Aelks McLean,Galt 2 00)Dr. Cameron Galt 5 00 
Fast Delta....... 9 95) Tansley “Sixteen”? 4 15 Mrs. Walker.Paris 2 00)Alex.Goldie ‘* 5 00 

SEAT te an 3 Jas-A CaversGalt 10 00/Mrs. Elliott ‘‘ 2 00 
IDAVCHIKE EAS oo an 6 obs 3 00 Reported......-. $369 32)/Barriece......... 10 09 Wm. McKenzie!’ 5 00\A.W. Wiehe! 

i 5 } .W.-Wright’sb.cl. 5 00 

WHI teite vatedocinvS 35) WING dis 1kGnGbes dash 10 00)Other Sources.... 47 30/ Mrs A.J.Calvin “ 10 00 Miss C. Buchanan 10 00 
Nanaimo.......-. 2 10 Kemble ce........ 2 00 Winterbourne.... 9 50 
ComoxssensaaraenOl00) Geis DimnementsmeOnO0 NOM loo 559 $601 62) Hlmira, o....0000% 4 50 Motaleener $4208 29 


FORM OF BEQUEST. 


“T leave and bequeath the sum of,—[the amount being written in words, not in 


Pees eeeraceseserereceses 


figures|—to the 


Fund of the Presbyterian Church in Canada,—(Here 


state whether Eastern or Western section)—and I declare that the receipt of the 


Treasurer for the time being, of the said 


PET OEE cmenad Fund, shall be a good and 


sufficient discharge to my Estate and Executors.”’ 


LITERARY NOTICES. 


LEAFLETS ON BAPTISM, aseries of 24four 
page leaflets on‘‘ What the Bible says about 
Baptism,’”? by Rev. W. A. Mackay, D.D. 
of Woodstock, Ont., recommended by a 
committee ofthe Presbyterian Ministerial 
Association of Toronto. Supplied in quan- 
tities at one cent each. Each Leaflet 
treats ofsome distinctive point, and the 
whole series covers well the whole ground 
of the subject. The above recommenda- 
tion is one of the best, the price is very 
small. Senda quarter to Woodstock and 
get asample series. Try them. 


THE STORY OF CANADA, a neat little book 
of 175 pages, by Howard Angus Kennedy ; 
one of the ‘‘ Empire Series ; ’’ others being 
the stories of India, Australia, S. Africa, 
New Zealand. Published by Horace Mar- 
shall and Son, London. Price 1s6d. In 
sixteen chapters, in brief, concise, form, is 
told the story of the Dominion, from the 
first coming of the white man, to the 
present day. The series will be valuable 
as giving in brief compass an idea ofthe 
world wide British Empire. 


SUGGESTIVE ILLUSTRATIONS, in the Gos- 


pel according to Matthew, from all sources, 
for the use of leaders of prayer meeting, 


C.E.’s 8. S. Teachers, pastors, by Rev. F. 
N. Peloubet, D.D., author of‘ select notes ”’ 


on the InternationalS. 8. Lessons. Fleming 
H. Revell Co., Toronto, 460 pages. Price 
$1.25. The book contains many a gem 
from the author’s own pen as well as from 
many others. 

From the Open Court Publishing Co., 
we have received two books by Paul Carus ; 
one entitled ‘* Buddhism and its Christian 
critics,’’ price $1.25. The other ‘* Nirvana, 
a story of Buddhist Philosophy.’’? The two 
books may be taken as supplemental. 
The former is a scientific, historical, state- 
ment of Buddhism; the latter an illustra- 
tive story. We do not know very much 
about Buddhism, and if the author’s state- 
ments regarding it are to be measured by 
his conceptions of Christianity, our ignor- 
ance is likely tocontinue. The beauty of 
the story book is its workmanship, on soft 
Japanese paper, printed and illustrated in 
beautiful oriental style in “ glimmering, 
shimmering, quaint, Japan.”’ 

Oe So 

The reason why nine-tenths can be made 
to go so far, when one-tenth has been 
given to God, is because the honest gift of 
one-tenth secures God’s blessing upon the 
nine-tenths, as it cannot be obtained in 
any other way.—Sel. 

‘¢Tt matters not what a man loses, if he 
saves his soul;but if he loses his soul it 
matters not what hesaves ~ 


Published by authority of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
The Presbyterian Record, soc. yearly. Five or more, to one address, 25c. each. 


The Children’s Record, 30c. yearly. Five or more, toone address, 15c. each. Subscriptions, 
at a proportionate rate, beginning at any time, not to run beyond Dec. 


Topic Card.—Including ‘“‘Uniform Topics”? and the General Assembly Committee’s ‘‘ Plan 
of Study.’? Price 60c. per Ioo. Less than fifty, 1 cent each. Also, 


Booklet.—Containing ‘‘Uniform Topics,’’ ‘‘Daily Readings,’ ‘‘ Catechism,’’ and the Monthly 
Topics of the ‘‘Plan of Study.’ Price $1.00 per 100. Less than fifty, 114 cents each. 


The Teacher’s Monthly.—For S. S. Teachers, and Training Classes. Price 50 cents per year. 
Four or more to one address, 4o cents per year. 


The Senior Quarterly.—For Senior Scholars and the Home Department. Price 15 cents per 
year. School subscriptions, 10 cents per year. 


The Intermediate Quarterly.—For Intermediate Scholars. Price 15 cents per year. School 
subscriptions, Io cents per year. 


The Senior Leaflet and The In.ermediate Leaflet.— Corresponding to the Quarterlies. 
Price 6 cents per year. 


The Primary Quarterly.—For the Little Folks; Illustrated. Price 15 cents per year School 
subscriptions, 10 cents per year. 


The Primary Leaflet.—Corresponding to the Frimary Quarterly. Price 6 cents per year. 
All orders and remittances for any of the above publications, to be addressed to 


Rev. E. Scott, PRESBYTERIAN OFFICES, Montreal. 


NotEe.—Payment, especially for S.S, Helps, should always be in advance; as these latter have to be paid for 
when printed, and they are not yet self-supporting, Please do not order any other publication from this office, 
as the above are the only ones entrusted to our care by the General Assembly, If other publications are wished, 
they can be ordered through any stationer, or the Assembly’s S. S. Committee, through its convener, Rev. 
T. Fotheringham, of St. John, N. B., will be pleased to get for our Schools what other supplies they may need. 


NoTE,—The Lesson Helps have not reached self-support, Untilthat is attained, it is necessary to limit the 
expenditure, so far asit can be done without mpairing their efficiency. To this end, the two series, with and 
without the Scripture Lesson, have, in the meantime, been merged into one, containing the Scripture Lesson, 
Will those who prefer the Helps without the Lesson Text, kindly bear, for the present, with this effort to reach 
a paying basis. For the same reason the Two Series of Leaflets, cut and folded, have been merged into one, cut. 


VIRGINIA FARMS fo sa. | THRIFTY HOUSEWIVES 


Large and small. Free Catalogue. 


R. B. CHAFFIN & CO. (Inc.), Richmond, Va. Everywhere recognize how th 
much can besaved by using (ai 


THE MOST NUTRITIOUS 


EPPS’S Diamond 4f 
G Oo C Oo A And DES to all 


others. One ten-cent pack- 

BREAKFAST AND SUPPER. age saves the cost of eee 
as. ew ior itemakes an) old 

one like new. Diamond 
Dyes come in more than 


TAY wf , 
: ai forty colors, for dyeing 
: FLOUR wool, cotton, silk or feath- fad 
E ther sun 
MATS GTiLeneTaiey ; ‘Als ers. They are easy to use and nel 
and Patent Biscugt aye % a RO ai -| nor soapsuds will make the color fade. 
Pam aA win nferica Srinloe F Sold everywhere. Direction Book and 
Qs i KY O4 es Free. s Tee. 
rie sae 3 tte aks ete. Lee eee forty samples of dyed cloth sent free 


WELLs & RICHARDSON Co., Montreal, P.Q. 


nen 


Wea lak Nilitaa: waptl@iae 


QUL Naf A Cecb ecsia 
: if Vey ore ZI Cut GOA 


| ¢ from a ery Ctrl 
| haeny L, Pe 
A were Lous Cur hag 


FEBRUARY, 1898. 


le As Mi <th, Mm__s, 


—————— 


Che Lecord 


OF THE 


(Presbyterian Church in Canada 


Mrs. Grant, S. F’do., Trinidad. 


ENE MS BS EE ENE RE PEE Ie EEE EE EME MEE MEME SE ME HS Be 


me os 
AR AK AV 


BAH HH RIE OI TA RIT THR MERA TTR IR HE RII AIR RAT HTE HE 
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> 


LWERPOOL AND LONDON ARD GLOBE 


INSURANCE COMPANY. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS IN CANADA: 
EDMUND J. BARBEAU, Esq., Chairman. 


W. J. BUCHANAN, Ksa.. Deputy Chairman. 

A. F. GALT, SAM’L FINLAY, ED. S. CLOUSTON. 
Available Assets, -. = = $48,542,480 
Invested in Canada, - - - 2,110,000 


Mercantile Risks accepted at lowest current rates, 
Dwelling Houses, Farm Properties and Churches .nsured 


at lowest terms. 
G. F. C. SMITH, 
Chief Agent and Resident Secretary. 


16 Place d’Armes, Montreal. 


CANADA PAPER CoO., 


MONTREAL @ TORONTO, 


Manufacturers Writing, Book, News, “Colored 
-.0f.. Cover Papers, Manilla Hosiery, 
Envelopes, etc. 


Full stock of Goods required by Printers, Binders 
and Stationers. 


Morton, Phillips & Co. 


Stationers, 
Blank Book Makers, 


and Printers. ————-s-—9|[<> 


1755 AND 1757 NOTRE DAME STREET, 
MONTREAL. 


PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF PRAISE, 


CONTAINING 
122 SELECTIONS FROM THE PSALMS AND ABOUT 630 HYMNS. 


FULL ASSORTMENT 
From 8ce., 10c., 30c., 60c. ; Music Edition, 90c., $1.25. 


An edition containing the complete Psalter is also in 
preparation, notice of which will be given later. 


Early Orders Solicited, 


W. DRYSDALE & CO., 
232 St. James Street, Montreal. 


Francis H. CorysuEp, Q.C. C. J. R. Beroune. 


CHRYSLER & BETHUNE, 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS, OTTAWA, CANADA. 


\ FAVGRABLY KNOWN sites 1826 

Lag. HAVE FURNISHED £5.00 ’ 

HURGH, SCHOOL & OTHER 
ELLY 


=e A ‘MEN: &CO.,. PUREST, BE! 3 
TESA WEST- ad 


In@ CHIMES, Erc CATALOGUE & PRICES FREE 


THE ONTARIO MEDICAL COLLECE FOR WOMEN, LIMITED, 


For Calendar, etc., apply to 


DR. D. J. GIBB WISHART, Registrar, 
1 Sumach Street, TORONTO. 


WISE WORDS BY MOODY. 


Among the wisest words ever spoken by 
Mr. Moody were those spoken at his 
mother’s funeral, when he told how this 
good Christian woman made her boys go 
to church regularly. 

‘‘ And it did not turn us against going to 
church,’”? said Mr. Moody. ‘It seldom 
does, any more than sending boys and girls 
to school turns them against education, or 
requiring them to practice on the piano 
turns them against music. 

There is a good deal of foolish sentiment 
on thissubject of “ turning children against 
this subject of church-going.’”? About the 
surest way to do this is to turn them over 
to their own devices on Sunday until they 
are past the age when habits are easily 
formed. They will be turned against 
eae eae pretty effectually by that 

ime. 

‘“‘Train up a child in the way that he 
should go” is old-fashioned advice; but 
somehow the moderns have conspicuously 
failed in their efforts to improve upon it. 


PRESBYTERIAN LADIES’ COLLEGE, 


OTTAWA, 


(Formerly COLIGNY COLLEGE). 
President, - Rev. W. T. Hererivesr, B.D. 
Principal, - Miss Jessy Moncrizgrr McCBRATNEY. 


_ The Curriculum provides a carefully graded_course of 
instruction from the Kindergarten up to University 
Matriculation. e 

Music, Art, Elocution, Physical Culture and Deportment, 
Needlework, and Cookery are taught by Specialists. 

Instruction in the Music Department is after the 
methods of the best German schools. 

The Art Department offers courses in Drawing from the 
Cast, Painting in Oiland Water Colour, Pastel, Miniature 
and China Painting. 

Eight of the fourteen members of the teaching staff 
reside in the Dollege and supervise the pupils’ studies. 

Application for Circular and for admission may be made 
to the Principal. 
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Please note carefully the advertisement 
on outside back page. Prices are there 
given of all our publications. 

Kindly forward payment without wait- 
ing for accounts to be sent, and thus 
lighten our work. 


The only 8.S. supplies furnished from 
this office are the publications of our own 
church, as named on the cover. Please 
order these direct; but do not order from 
us any others, a8 we have no others. 
Stationers everywhere will be glad to order 
other supplies from the _ publishers. 
Class Registers and Superintendents Records 
should be ordered direct from 5 Jordan St. 
Toronto. 


THE SCHEMES, EAST. 


Rev. Dr. Morrison gives the following 
comparative statement of receipts from 
May Ist to Dec. 31st, 1896, 1897. 


Dec. 31, Dec. 81, 

1896. 1897. 
Foreign Missions,..... _glotoronanies 1 ais} Gee 1 $14447 39 
IKOLeANPLISSIOU ee ee oes ee a 1072 63 
EVOMOM TISSION Setters eines sie deeriece 6011 34 5390 53 
ugmentation Kund...:.>.%8--...-- 1963 83 1605 26 
College JIM € 36 bo So Deuscsors Datla ce  ee 1413 66 1262 12 
Mnrsory Hund. «<2: ...cscdseses dee 165 32 134 71 
Aged Ministers’ Fund...........+.. 461 40 595 19 
$25,530 95 $24,508 10 


Part of the Korean Fund was received before May 1897. 


Dr. Morrison writes:—“‘These figures call 
for deep searching ofheart. Why has our 
givin gfallen behind that of last year? 
The requirements are not less, Can 


poverty be justly pleaded asthe reason ? 
At the end of March the accounts will be 
closed. Very much yet remains to be done. 
Very much can yet be done, if each one 
will do his part, as God has given him 
ability. Let each minister, especially, 
ponder the matter and confer with his 
session on the question of helping to meet 
the wants of the Church. Surely the 
people, ifthe matter be clearly set before 
them, will respond to the demand of duty 
and privilege, and not allow the cause of 
missions, at home and abroad, to suffer for 
want of afew dollars or cents from each 
one,that inthe aggregate would make up 
the deficit.” 


nd 


CHURCH SCHEMES, WEST. 


At the present date, 25th January, the 
contributions received for Home Missions, 
Foreign Missions, French Evangelization 
and Pointe-aux-Trembles Schools, are in 
advance of those received to the corres- 
ponding date last year. The contribu- 
tions for Augmentation are somewhat less, 
as are those for the Aged and Infirm Min- 
isters’ Fund, Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund, 
and the Colleges. Unlessthere are greatly 
increased contributions received, both for 
the Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund and the 
Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund, it looks 
as ifit would be necessary to reduce the 
annuities payable in the spring. 


30 THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD. 


Duplicate congratulations are in order 
to the Presbyterian Witness, of the Mari- 
time Provinces. It is celebrating its 
Jubilee, and its oracle has entered his 
fortieth year of polishing its editorial 
chair. Bro. Murray and the Witness have 
become so identified that the names are 
almost synonymous. May their sundering 
befar afuture. 

The Witness is like itself. It does 
not do much trumpeting, (a good example.) 
It makes more use of lamp and pitcher, 
while the sword is ever ready for a quiet 
thrust at any hapless Midianite. 

It is not large, but large enough. It 
deals in quality rather than quantity. 
For a well and judiciously filled, newsy, 
readable, interesting, instructive, whole- 
some, weekly family newspaper, at a 
dollar and a half a year, we do not know 
its equal. | 

Bearing its honors with characteristic 
meekness, and its age with due dignity, it 
has the best wishes of the RECORD, as it 
turns, new dressed, for the homestretch of 
the century 


A GREAT ISSUE IN CANADA. 


A great moral issue, long looked for by - 


many, and worked for and prayed for by 
some, is now near in Canada; viz., whe- 
ther our people wish the Liquor Traffic 
continued by law among them or not. 

Our General Assembly annually declares 
strongly in favor of Prohibition of the 
Liquor Traffic. Last Assembly resolved: 

‘‘That our people are hereby earnestly 
exhorted to use their utmost endeavors, 
in every lawful way, to carry the plebiscite 
in favor of Prohibition by an overwhelm- 
ing majority; and thus free the Church 
from one of its deadliest foes, our land 
from untold misery and crime, and our 
modern civilization from its direst re- 
proach and shame.”’? 


Some twenty-five years ago, we heard 
Principal Grant, at a public meeting in 
Halifax, speaking in favor of one central 
Government University, and against State 
Aid to Denominational Colleges. He 
opened his terse, telling, speech with one 
of those pithy sayings which gre:t men 
sometimes coin for posterity: ‘‘If you 
want to convince a man that he is right, 
argue with him.”’ | 
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Do not be too severe upon him when he 
now takesto press and platform against 
Prohibition. May it not be possible that 
the learned Principal has taken,in accord- 
ance with his owndictum, this somewhat 
novel method of convincing the people 
that they are right in following the ‘‘ earn- 
est exhortation’’ of the Assembly and 
helping the work which the Assembly de- 
scribes as ‘*‘freeing the Church from one 
of its deadliest foes, our land from untold 
misery and crime, and our modern civiliz- 
ation from its direst reproach and shame.” 

Temperance people are used to the 
opposition o7 the liquor interest, and per- 
haps become too indifferent to it; but 
opposition from unexpected quarters leads 
them to examine more closely their found- 
ations,and thus become more convinced of 
the importance of their great trust and 
more earnest in its behalf. 


Can Prohibition injure public morality ? 

The righteousness of a cause, its justice, 
its morality, its effects upon the public 
welfare, may be fairly judged, in advance, 
by the great body of its advocates. Take 
for example the question of Prohibition of 
the Liquor Trafficin Canada. While there 
are good men and true honestly opposed 
to Prohibition, yet none will deny the 
following propositions. 

(1) The liquor interest, from gutter to 
gin palace ; from the ‘‘ gilded saloon ” of 
the publican, to the gilded salon of the 
brewer and distiller; maker, seller, 
drinker, tippler, sot; are all against it; un- 
levs indeed it be an occasional poor victim, 
who inlucid moments, longing for freedom, 
wishes it beyond his reach. 

(2) All the vicious elements in any 
country or community are againstit. A 
plebiscite of our criminal population, our 
lawless men and fallen women, would 


decide the fate of Prohibition beyond a 
doubt. 


(3) The vast majority of the best men 
and women of our couutry, are in favor of 
it. The vast majority of those who are 
devoting strength aud life to the wellbeing 
of humanity are infavorofit. The vast 
majority ofthose who are brought face to 
face with its awful results, in their effort 
to save and uplift the fallen, the worlds 
army of rescue, arein favor of it. 

Judging from these factsthere does not 
seem much room for doubt as to what 
effect Prohibition would have upon Public 
Morality. 
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Our home Work. 


Congregations and Missionary Societies 
will please remember that the church year 
ends with 31st March,a month earlier than 
in previous years. It is very desirable that 
allsums voted at the annual meeting should 
be forwarded at once to the Agents of the 
Church, east and west. 


Within the past three or four weeks, 
there have been a thousand, more or less, 
“ Congregational Meetings” all over our 
Church. Who can measure the amount of 
faithful doing of duty that these represent, 
as they sum up the work of the year; the 
planning and giving to make ends meet. 
Then thereis the satisfaction over balances 
on the right side, or theself denial to make 
up deficits, less or more, in order that the 
congregation may start square on a new 
year. In this steady effort, this life-long 
performance of duty, by men and women, 
perhaps in small scattered congregations, 
to keep the Church open and secure to the 
community the blessings of the Gospel, is 
seen many anillustration of the ‘‘ Persever- 
ance of the Saints.”’ 


The Synod of Manitoba and the North- 
Wost met at Winnipeg, 9 to12 Nov. Rev. 
Dr. Duval succeeded Rev. Joseph Hogg in 
the chair. With a Home Mission Field 
1,100 miles long, this subject naturally 
filled a very prominent place, and strong 
were the efforts madeto lift the Synod to 
a higher level of giving, to this ad the 
Foreign Mission Funds. Work among the 
Indians, usually styled ‘‘foreign,’’ lies, 
much of it, within the Synod’s bounds, and 
required much of thought. and care. 

Manitoba College gave, as usual, a good 
account of its stewardship. The attend- 
ance of students is larger than ever before 
and the college is free from debt ; but the 
Synod’s giving to it issmaller than last 
year. The Synod, without Dr. Robertson 
‘was not. a common thing. He.has been 
unwell, andno wonder. There isa limit 
to human endurance, though his seems 
hard to reach. . 

We regret thai the above, though in 
type, was overlooked, in the making up of 
an earlier issue. 
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31 
SEEKING FOR MEN AT KLONDIKE. 


Thousands are rushing to the Klondike 
for gold. The church must rush forthe 
men. They are more precious than gold. 
It shall perish. They are immortal. 

Anditis estimated that well on to two 
hundred thousand of them will be there 
next summer. Villages and towns in the 
mining districts must be provided for as 
they spring up. Our church has sent two 
missionaries, Rev. R. M. Dickey and Rev. 
A.S. Grant, and eight more are called for. 

The missions will soon become self sus- 
taining, but the Home Mission Committee 
must bear the expense at the outset, and 
it cannot do so without special help. Itis 
making its appeal, to all, but more especi- 
ally to business men. Ata meeting in 
Toronto, held to designate Mr. Grant, four 
men promised one hundred dollars each, 
anda man from Paris, Ont., promised to 
raise five hundred dollars in that vicinity. 

The Committee .give as reasons for 
prompt action :— 

‘‘Kjondike isa part of Canada, much of 
the inrush will be foreign. It is necessary 
that the dominating forces in public and 
social life, in judicial, commercial, and 
religious, affairs, should be distinctly Cana- 
dians.”’ 

‘‘Among the gold seekers there will be 
many Presbyterians, many ofthem anxious 
for service ; the foes to health and morals 
are many, subtle and strong; no previous 
training or profession makes men proof 
against their evil surroundings, and ifthe 
unwary are not to become the prey of the 
vile and the villainous, provision must 
be made fordispensing religious ordin- 
ances. Gambling, drinking, unbelief and 
licentiousness, are the prevailing vices ; 
and strong, prudent, spiritual, men are 
needed to cope with these combined evils, 
to warn the unwary, rescue the perishing, 
and care for our young men as they throng 
thither in the search for gold.” 

The Committee “appeal to patriotic 
men and women’? to provide them with 
the means. Promises, to be fulfilled before 
March 31st, next, can be sent. Send pro- 
mise or money, marked “Klondike Fund,”’ 
to Rev. Dr. Warden, Toronto. 

Who will take shares in this Klondike 
expedition, with guaranteed permanent 


dividends in saved men ? 
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HOME MISSIONS, WEST. 


BY REV. DR. ROBERTSON. 


In a leaflet published by the Home Mis- 
sion Committee, West, and in letters 
recently published, are statements that 
the Church would do wellto ponder. We 
shall reproduce some of them. 

The Committee has 365 missions on its 
list and connected with them are one 
eighth of the families and young people of 
the whole Church. The people of these 
missions provide two-thirds of the salaries 
of their missionaries, and the Committee 
only about one-third. There cannot be 
much over-lapping. 

Since the Union, more than 300 of the 
missions became congregations. This 
means that more than one-third of the 
congregations of the Western Section are 
the result of Home Mission effort, during 
the past twenty years. What large help 
these congregations must be giving to 
Foreign Missions, Colleges, and other 
Church Schemes. 

Over 20,000 Presbyterians, and a large 
mixed multitude besides, of different 
creeds and nationalities in the West, are 
without the pale of any church. Is this 
right? Is it safe to leave them uncared 
for? The risk to religion, to law and 
order, to morals,is too great. Lengthen 
the cords of the tent that they too may be 


sheltered. | 
The population of the Maritime Pro- 


vinces is said to be stationary; that ot 
Quebec and Ontario increasing 1 per cent. 
per annum; while that of the West in- 
creased, between 1880 and 1890, at least 14 
per cent. per annum. The extent and 
resources of the West furnish room for 50 
millions of people. The centre of popula- 
tion and trade is sure to shift westward as 
time passes. Is the Church prepared for 
impending changes. 

The hindrances to progress in the West 
are pointed out. Mormonism is a menace; 
itis well organizedand aggressive. It will 
bear watching. In mining camps, unbe- 
lief, Sabbath desecration, drinking, world- 
liness, lewdness, gambling, are the open 
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and flagrant sins. It would seem as if 
these black vices, everywhere, were 
checked and restrained by the power of 
the gospel. Striking illustrations are 
givenin proof. Meet the enemy in the 
open at every point. 

To illustrate the progress and success of 
the work, certain sections are selected, 
like Quebec, the Ottawa Valley, Central 
Ontario, Algoma, Muskoka and the North- 
west. 

Since the Union, the Presbyteries of 
Montreal and Quebec show a gain, in 
families and communicants, respectively, 
of 72 and 93 per cent. ‘‘ Eleven Protestant 
families (mostly Scotch) settled at Murray 
Bay in 1812; their descendants to-day num- 
ber 10,030; they were neglected, and now 
they are all French-speaking Roman 
Catholics! If it.is worth while to try to 
make Protestants of the French Roman 
Catholics of Quebec, it is surely worth 
while to keep our Protestant population 
from becoming Roman Catholics.” 

In the Ottawa Valley, the families in- 
creased, in 20 years, 108 per cent., and the 
communicants 162 per cent ; the contribu- 
tions for Schemes went up from $3,999 to 
$22,233 ; and for all purposes from $55,574 
to $147,731. 

The Presbytery of Kingston, after nurs- 
ing to maturity, and sending off, six con- 
gregations, and handing 2 missions and 
several stations to other presbyteries, re- 
ports a gain of 50 per cent. in missions in 
11 years, 300 percent. in communicants, and 
400 per cent. in contributions. 

At the Union, Muskoka had 4 missions 
and 13 stations. Since then 5 missions 
have become congregations, and 41 mis- 
sions, with 94 stations, still remain, halfa 
dozen of which have reached the congre- 
gational stage. 

The whole Presbytery of Algoma, with 
the exception of 2 missions, has been 
created since the Union. 

In Western Canada in 1881, there were 
two congregations; in 1897 there were $7 
congregations. In 1870, 1 Presbytery, with 
9 stations and 200 communicants; now 2 
synods, 14 preebyteries, 900 stations, 20,000 
communicants, and a revenue of $257,200. 
The Church should not stint this work, for 
her strength and success are largely bound 
up in it, 
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The benefits claimed for Home Missions 
are two-fold, Civil and Religious. 


1. Home Missions help to bind the Kast 
and West ofthe Dominion more strongly 
together. The Dominion is like a dumb- 
bell, weak in the centre, and ifit is not to 
break, in time of stress, about Lake Super- 
ior, it should be strengthened. These 
Missions help to assimilate the Foreign 
population and make them loyal; they 
help to maintain law and order, and en- 
hance the value of property; they make 
home and social life pure and sweet; 
make life sacred and property secure, and 
help to make men honest and honorable. 
In France and the United States crime is 
rapidly increasing, and the decay of reli- 
gion, it is maintained, is the procuring 
cause. 

2. Home Missions have strengthened 
the Church; they have dotted the waste 
places of the land with churches; they are 
moulding public opinion in the plastic 
stages of society; they are bringing tens of 
thousands of souls to the knowledge of the 
truth; they help to keep up the religious 
temperature in theland, and to strengthen 
city churches. The drift of population is 
city-ward, and the Church that cares for 
the people in thecountry gathers them 
into its folds in the city. To securea 
larger and more steady revenue for For- 
eign Missions, alarger Church is needed; 
but a larger Church is the result of Home 
Mission effort. 

Work so beneficent, so successful, one 
would think, would be well maintained on 
patriotic, denominational, and religious 
grounds. This does not seem to be the case, 
In 1890 the communicants in the Western 
Section gave, on an average, 31 cents for 
its support,and last year only 25. During 
the past 7 years contributions from con- 
gregations increased, for Home Missions, 
10 per cent., for Foreign Missions, 60 per 
cent; from all Canadian sources in 7 years 
for Home work, 8 percent., and for For- 
eign 50 per cent. 

But for the help from Britain the Home 
Mission work would have been stranded. 


And British help is not likely to continue. — 


Once let the Mother Churches be seized of 
the fact that, while our contributions 
increased for Home work only $4,000 in 
seven years, they increased $40,000 for For- 
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eign work, and the streams of the generos- 
ity will dry up. This Home work must 
recoive more genorous aid from Canadians 
else future generations will lament our 
shortsightedness, as we do that of those 


. who lived fifty years ago. 


MISSION TO LUMBERMEN, WEST. 


This mission has added a new depart- 
ment, work amongst seamen. During the 
last two summers, Rev. C. B. Ross, of 
Lachine, assisted by members of his 
Christian Endeavor, has worked steadily 
amongst the seamen passing through the 
Lachine Canal. The Rev. Orr Bennett, of 
Hawksbury, and Rev. James Bennett of 
L’Original, have donesimilar work for the 
Ottawa River. These all have used the 
literature furnished by our mission. The 
Rey. C. B. Ross has written several times, 
speaking of the excellence of the literature 
furnished and of the good accomplished. 
The others bear similar testimony. 

The work amongst the lumbermen is 
fairly under way again this winter. Revs. 
James Taylor and A. McLaren are visiting 
the lumber camps onthe Gatineau. Rey. 
D. A. McDonald, who did such efficient 
workin past years along the Parry Sound 
Railroad, has left, but his place is ably 
filled by Rev. C. E. Ferguson. The vast 
Temiscamingue region is under the care 
ofa missionary, Rev. Mr. Gilchrist, ap- 
pointed to this special work. In order to 
maintain Mr. Gilchrist in this region and 
Mr. McLaren at the Desert, this mission is 
undertaking to raise part of theirsalaries. 
Rev. Wm. Shearer, of Sherbrooke, with 
several others, are looking after the work 
in the Hastern Townships. Rev. Mr. 
Crombie, of Fort Coulogne, is attending to 
the work on the Coulonge and Back Rivers. 
The Colporteurs of the Bible Society will 
carry our literature as in former years. 
We have always received enough in past 
years for the work of this Mission, and we 
expect an equal measure of support this 
year. Owing to the generosity of the reli- 
gious Tract Society in London, we are 
able to do this great work, year after year, 
for the modest sum of $350. 

MATTHEW H, Scort, 
Convener and Treasurer. 
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“ THE HURRICANE HILL”’ INDIANS. 


BY REV. EWEN MACKENZIE. 


For the Recorp. 
1. WHO ARE THEY ? 


Assiniboines, a remnant of the once 
powerful Stone nation. They consist of 
two bands that became too smali to have 
two chiefs, and they are now under the 
chiefiainship of Carry-the-kettle. Though 
the two bands are now One, the old lines 
are seen in clan jealousy and rivalry. 
They number in all upwards of two hun- 
dred, of whom some twenty are in Regina 
Indian School. 


2. HOW FAR ARE THEY CIVILIZED. 


Positively, we can say several things in 
their favor. All the men can plough and 
some can plough well. All the mencan 
use tradesmen’s tools and some can use 
them well. This is seen in the construc- 
tion of their houses, and especially in the 
doorsand windows. All can make their 
. own sleighs, and some make rather nice 
ones. Most of those who have cattle pro- 
vide a sufficient supply of hay for the win- 
ter. Some of the Indians keep their barns 
pretty clean, andthe Agent told me the 
other day that Big Darkness keeps his 
barn as well as any white settler. 

Many of them sell wood in the neighbor- 
ing towns and districts, and when they 
have a surplus, they sell hay wherever 
they can. I believe some twenty or thirty 
men were working at the harvestthis year, 
received good wages, and were liked by 
their employers as civil men and good 
workers. 

A few, and notably the chief, have com- 
fortable houses. The chief’s is a roomy, 
shingled, well-lighted, well-constructed 
house, and allthe work was done by himself 
and his son 

All the women can make their own 
dresses, though their sewing is not very 
good, and some of them can knit very well. 
The men as well as the women, with few 
exceptions, are civil, quiet, and honest ; 
and no respectable white man need be 
afraid of them. 

Negatively, I haveto state several things 
against them. 

They are generally lazy and reluctant to 
do hard work. Lastspring, while changes 
were taking place in the Agency, they sold 
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their seed, and consequently sowed little ; 
and harvested only 250 bushels of wheat. 
That isa sample of their indolence and 
carelessness. Thanks to the Agency if they 
work. . 


They are shameless, hardened beggars. 
They consider begging a virtue, and the 
more they getthe more they ask. They 
are greedy and mercenary in their deal- 
ings with the whites, exorbitant in their 
demands and ungrateful for generosity. 
They can share their good things with one 
another, but not with the white man. 


They are filthy in their persons, their 
dress, and in their domestic affairs. They 
seldom or ever think of washing them 
selves or their clothes. They don’t believe 
in changing their underclothes, but leave 
them undisturbed as long as they will hang 
together. This single fact show that our 
Indians require much improvement to 
reach the stage of self-respecting men and 
women. 

Again, they are barbarous in their mode 
of living, intheir dress, in their appear- 
ance, intheir customs. They have little 
or no furniture, and sleep in their clothes, 
on beds laid on the floor. They whipcord 
their long black hair and paint their faces 
to make themselves look beautiful. I 
wonder if some civilized beauties are imi- 
tating the savage. 

They are barbarous incustoms ‘This can 
be seen in marriage, in their dances, and 
in their treatment of women. Wken a 
man wants to take to himself a wife, he 
asks the consent of the girl’s parents or 
guardians, and offers to give them one, 
two, or more ponies. Ifthe offer is accept- 
ed, the next act is simple and undramatic, — 
only a little feasting.” 


But the man can have more than one 
wife if he likes. Two women, with a child 
each, came to me one day for clothing for 
their children. I asked who they were, 
and I was told they were the two wives of 
Dragon Fly. There are only two or three 
cases of this kind in our band of Indians. 

In their treatment of woman, they seem 
to view her as a burden bearer, inferior to 
man, and obliged to go to the bush to fell 
trees, bring them home, and cut them for 
use. But this notion is being modified, 
and the Indians are learning the gentler 
ways of the white man. 
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In their ordinary dances, they are un- 
couth and savage as regards their orna- 
ments and gluttonous feasting, and some- 
- times they keep their dancing up for days. 
In their ghost dances they cry hideously 
to the spirits of the departed to have com- 
passion on them and to help them. 


‘They are very superstitious. They do 


not like to be out afier nightfall, and are 
- much afraid of ghosts. 

The other day I was told a leader of the 
ghost dance was coming from Wolseley 
one evening not longago, andhe sawa 
ghost that gave him such a fright as made 
him sick. A leader of the ghost dance! 

Lastly, there are most untruthful. If 


men or women desire some advantage, or . 


wish to excuse themselves, they can tell 
lies by the dozen. This doubtless is an 
hereditary weakness which only true reli- 
' gion can cure. . ee Es 

Now [have given a twofold description 
of the Indians of Hurricane Hills, and you 
cin easily understand the kind of. people 
among whom we labor as missionaries. 


OUR WORK AMONG THEM. 


We try every means in our power to do 
them good, and desire that our every 
effort should proceed from Christ, asa 
centre. We believe that if any other 
object than Christ is made the centre, the 
circle is infinitely smaller and the benefits 
are infinitely less both in number and in 
value. " 

Every Lord’s day we have two services 
with an average attendance of 40. Some- 
times the meetings are largely composed 
of the same persons, sometimes they are 
entirely new audiences. 

Our services are short and unconven- 
tional. Iread from the Dakota Bible, and 
give hymns from the Dakota Hymnal, 
which are played and sung by Mrs. Mac- 
kenzie. Although intelligent, civilized 
people would not tolerate my imperfect 
pronunciation, yet the older Indians say 
they understand what I read. 

Inthe morning I take the lesson from 
the New Testament. I first explain the 
passage, and then draw lessons and apply 
them. Rather than weary my audience, I 
stop and give out hymns, and then resume 
_after singing. I try to be as energetic, 
graphic, and’ pictorial as possible; for 
such people require it to sustain their 
interest. They give good attention, and 
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seem to understand what is spoken through 
an interpreter. All things considered, one 
sometimes wonders that they come and 
give as much attention as they do. The 
work is the Lord’s. . 

In the evening I take my lesson from the 
Old Testament, and teachits lessons from 
the picturerolls. At the close we give the 
people a cup oftea anda biscuit. Gener- 
ally the evening meeting is much larger. 
[donot know what effect giving up the 
tea would have on the attendance. 

During the. week we visit according to 
circumstances. This part of our work we 
consider important, because we get nearer 
the hearts of the people and sometimes 
get opportunities of doing good. For 
instance, last week I visited Big Darkness, 
and found seven persons in the house. I 
spoke to them and inquired after their 
weifare, andthen I gave a five minutes 
address on ‘‘Love your enemies,’’ my 
object being toshow the difference between 
Christianity and heathenism. 

I could tell many interesting things 
regarding theclothing so generously given 
us by the Toronto Presbyterial, but my 
letter is already too long. We did not 
give to the people all at once, but took 
time to distribute. Our desire has been 
that the clothing do missionary service, 
and be a real boon to the recipients. 

I have tried to get every child ofschool 
age for Regina school, buttheir parents or 
guardians have not consented, alleging 
the children are too young to go from 
home. Iam not sure if this excuse is gen- 
uine, The children already in school from 
this reserve are happy, and send letters to 
their friends that give them pleasure. 

I have long wished to get aclass of young 
men, and to my joy I have succeeded in 
beginning one this week. 

Mrs. Mackenzie is trying to do her best 
for the women, -but the misfortune is that 
almost all the women are married and 
consider they finished their education by 
marriage. We hope to convince them 
that they can learn a little more. 

Indians are supposed to be less able to 
resist temptation than civilized men, and 
yet I amtold thatthe morals of our people 
are pretty good; and have not heen affect- 
ed by contact with neighbors of different 
nationalities. But supposing Indians are 
morally weak, then they are a source of 
danger, like some wild, fast propagating 
weed, or infectious disease ; and the claim 
upon us is urgent to do what we can for 
them, lest they have a blighting influence 
on the country and especially on their 
White neighbors. 

They are immortal souls too, and may 
be gems in the Redeemer’s Crown. Good 
done them is also immortal, and will go on 
vibrating to all eternity. The Gospel 
leaven is amongst them, and we hope and 
pray, is doing its quiet all-pervasive 
work of Grace in their hearts, 


36 THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD. 


Our foreign Missions. 


The Foreign Mission outlook at Home 
is brightening, inthe West. Work afield 
will not have to be retrenched this year. 

In the East, at the New Year, the pro- 
pects were not quite so good, the receipts 
falling short of thesame period of the 
previous year. Our church by the sea 
must not forget that she has taken upon 
herself a new field, Korea; and increase 
will be necessary in order toits on carrying. 
Her work in the past has been richly 
blessed. 


Is there man or woman, who, because 
missionaries sometimes break down in 
health and have toretire, complains that 
missions cost so much, and talks of lessen- 
ing the little now given? Stop a moment, 
and think. Do we realize that itis doing 
our work that breaks them down? The 
command to give the Gospel to every 
creature isto usastothem. And if they 
fail or fall in doing our part of it, how 
great their sacrifice compared with ours! 
Let them realize that they have our grati- 
tude, our sympathy, our prayers. And 
does any think such price too great to 
pay ? Let Christ’s sacrifice for the world’s 
redemption give answer. 


The General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church of Victoria, Australia, 
whose Home Agent Dr. Paton is, and with 
whom the question of anew Dayspring 
largely rested, has decided at its recent 
meeting, to continue in the meantime the 
present Maritime service of the Mission. 
This means that forthe presenta new Day- 
spring will not bebuiltand probably never 
will be. The long, long, discussion has 
likely reached its end, anda Dayspring, 
necessary in its time, lives now only in 
memory, while more effective agencies 
now do the work. 


The “‘ Exchange” reports several hope- 
ful cases at Hsin Chen. A silversmith 
who was baptized on the 7th Nov. last, is 
reported as avery bright earnest christian. 
But how much of ignorance. One old 
woman wanted to be received, because, as 
she said, she wanted “her sins forgiven 
that she might live three or four years 
longer,”’ . 
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How Medical Missicns wins th3 confi- 
dence of the heathen and opens the way 
for the Gospel is seen in the experience of 
one of our Honan Missionaries recently, 
when out visiting towns and villages at 
a distance from his station. Instead of hav- 
ing to put up at a wretched native inn, and 
with scant courtesy admitted there, he 
was received and well entertained by a 
well to do merchant who was operated on 
by Dr. Malcoim some time previously, and 
whose hatred ofthe foreigner was turned 
jnto friendship. 

Another way of showing gratitude was 
that of an official from a distant city, who 
was treated notlong since by Dr. McClure, 
and who sent back a fine tablet, telling in 
letters of gold of the Doctor’s virtues. 
We laugh at his method, but it is doubt- 
fulifhe could have shown his gratitude in 
any other way thas would have been so 
helpful. That tablet, and the story of it, 
will do much towards giving the people 
confidence in the missionary. 


$$. ___—_ 
RELIGIONS OF CHINA. 


As to the religious systems of China, 
they may be classed in the order of their 
presentimportance, according to the first 
four letters of the alphabet. A, Ancestral 
worship ; B, Buddhism; ©, Confucianism ; 
D, Daoism (usually spelt Taoism, but the 
D is much nearer the sound of the Chinese 
initial.) 

Do not let it be supposed that one man 
believes in ancestral worship alone, and 
another man in Buddhism, and so on. 
They are elementsin every man’s belief. 
We have to mix up the four elements, the 
earth, the air, the fire, and the water, and 
then we have the warm mud in which 
Chinese faith is sweltering and flounder- 
ing. 

Ancestral worship of course implies that 
ancestors live after death. Confucianism 
is almost Sadducean. The Buddhist 
paradise is redolent of lotus perfume ; 
it contains lotus flowers as big as cart 
wheels. The Daoist paradise is ornament- 
ed by red-bearded dragons writhing round 
columns. 

A says parents dolive after death. C 
says they do not. B savs they live in the 
West. D says they live exactly overhead, 
—Rev. W. A. Cornaby. 
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INDIA’S BONDS. 


II, THE HOLY MAN, 
By Rev. Norman H. Russell. 


With ninety per cent. of her 
people a rural population far 
away from the influence of in- 
vasion by Western commerce 
and education; and with the 
simple customs and rude super- 
stitions oftheir forefathers as 
yet undisturbed by the Angli- 
cisms of the ruling race; India 
can hardly be said to be repre- 
sented religiously by the apos- 
tles of Neo-Hinduism. How- 
ever worthy they may be of 
the attention of an American 
audience, and however inter- 
esting as a testimony to the 
power of Christianity, they can 
in no sense besaid to represent 
or lead the religiousthought of 
greater India. The religious 
leader of the masses is the San- 
yasi or holy man, the religious 
mendicant of India. 


Clad in a dusty yellow gar- 
ment, often naked, but for a 
loincloth, smeared from head 
to foot with ashes; with long 
matted hair, and bleared eyes, 
for he isaslave to ganja, bhang, 
a.d opium, he wanders about 
the villages, living on the cre- 
dulity of his superstitious 
followers. 

It cannot be denied that 
there have occasionally been found re- 
deeming characters among the Sadhus of 
India, but the ordinary holy man of the 
villages is cunning, deceitful, impudent, 
and dishonest. 

Worse than this may often be charged 
against them. The Maharajas, a sect of 
religious votaries who inculcate the wor- 
ship of Krishna, were proved in the courts 
of Bombay to be guilty of the most licen- 
tious practices with their female worship- 
pers. Women were taught to believe that 
the best way of propitiating Krishna in 
heaven was by ministering to the sensual 
appetites of the Maharajas. Awful stories 
are told of the temple dancing girls of 
South India, and of the Murlis of the 
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North, girls dedicated from birth to a life 
of prostitution in the temples. 

Whencethen thisawful paradox between 
the name andthe character of these holy 
men? Andin the use of this name we get 
a little light on the difference in meaning 
of such words as sin, holiness, and salva- 
tion, as used in Hindu and English. 

In Hinduism, morality is divorced from 
religion. These men are holy inspite of 
their character because they are ascetics 
and practice austerities. One will lie upon 
a bed of upturned nails, another will hold 
his hand in the air till it becomes withered 
and the nails have grown long and curled 
about the wrist. I have seen one of these 
men with hundreds of pounds of iron fast- 
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ened to his body, not able to move but 
carried about in a strong bed. Others will 
wear a cage around their necks or sit and 
burnin the midst of five fires. Swinging 
on hooks, piercing the tongue and flesh 
with knives, are other austerities. And 
the people really believe such men to be 
holy, the very incarnations of God. Ihave 
seen one of them come into Mhow and the 
people erect over him a bower of leaves 
and flowers and surround him at night 
with hundreds of little lamps and then 
bow before him in worship. 

The degrading and superstitious rever- 
ence paid to these men could not be better 
illustrated than by the following list of ex- 
penses contracted by wealthy Bombay 
merchants in connection with the visit of 
one of these ‘‘holy men.’’? (The rupee is 
about one-third of a dollar.) 


Forhomage by sight:..°.....-.--:-*. Rupees 6 
Forhomage by touch: in. .cccmeree, Rs 20 
For the honor of washing the 
holymman?s feetsy ceo eee Rs 35 
For the glory of rubbing sweet 
UNGenESs ON NIS:DOd Varrcssee. esos ee cere Rs 42 
For the bliss of occupying the 
SAME TOOM Sy, sacs reetenec nema emet Rs 50 to 500 


For the delight of eating pan su- 

pari thrown away by the holy man Rs 17 
For drinking the waterin which 

he has bathed or in which his foul 


linen has been washed............06 ceseee Rs 19 


To such depths has the idea of reverence 
been degraded under tne leadership of 
India’s holy men. 


A CONTRAST TO THE ABOVE PICTURE. 


How beautiful is the following, from a 
letter to a lady in Montreal, by Miss 
Jeannie Dow, the missionary in Honan of 
the Montreal W.M. S. Itis all the more 
beautiful because not intended for publica- 
tion, but the artless, unstudied expression 
of feeling from friend to friend. Ido not 
know that I have permission to publish it, 
but am taking the risk. 

She is speaking of aplace by the sea 
coast, where was a number of work worn 
missionaries of North China fora few weeks 
of refitting for further years of toil. 

‘“We met many excellent people and 
formed some friendships which ought to be 
lasting. Ob, it was sucha treat tolook 
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into the faces and hear the voices of 1ew 
people. There were many kinds, with vary- 
ing strong characteristics, who did us 
good. 

How some people do help one! One 
was brave, a silent but living rebuke to my 
shrinking and fear of coming difficulty. 
Another was always bright and smiling. 
It made one gladto see her. Another was 
gentle and graceful, beautiful in spirit and 
in outward form, and is not“ a thing of 
beauty ajoy ’’ still? Others there were 
whose very bearing as well as their words 
increased our thirst for the Infinite, the 
Eternal ; whose hearts so evidently found 
their home in God that they stimulated us 
to follow them farther into the heart ofthe 
Divine Love. 

And to join one’s longings with those of 
other souls in prayer, to follow them in 
spirit as they led usin asking for what 
we desired above all besides ;—well it . 
helpedme. I cannot express half of what 
it did for me nor can I tell how graciously, 
kindly, and tenderly, the needs I was not 
even well conscious of were fully supplied 
by our Father, needs ofmind and soul. 
Sonow I ought to be ready fora good 
siege in Honan.”’ : 


—o 


CHINESE IN MONTREAL. 


Two very interesting gatherings have 
been held recently in Montreal iu counec- 
tion with the Chinese Mission; one on 
Dec. 28th, in Crescent St. Church, the other 
24th Jan., inthe American Presbyterian 
Church. The former, a Christmas gather- 
ing ofthe Chinese attending the S. Schools, 
with theirteachers and friends, filly com- 
memorated the 90th anniversary of the 
beginning of Protestant Missions in China, 
by Rev. Dr. Morrison. The latter was the 
Chinese New Year. The entertainment of 
both evenicgs was furnished chiefly by 
the Chinese, and consisted of readinys, 
from Scripture, recitation and singing of 
hymns, and addresses. Patiently and 
succesfully are Dr. and Mrs. Thompson, 
and their many volunteers helpers, pursu- 
ing their work, and very grateful are the 
Chinese for what is done for them. They 
contribute with fair liberality to our 
Foreign Mission Work, and support besides 
two Chinese Mission workers in their 
native province of Canton, China. 
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INCIDENTS FROM HONAN. 
BY TWO DOCTORS. 


The little pictures which follow, are very 
interesting, some of them laughable, some 
sad, but all help to picture life among that 
strange great people of China. They are 
by two of our medical missionaries, in the 
two little ms. papers which they publish. 


‘A woman, one day recently, on being 
told that her baby might not live, laugh- 
ingly asked, ‘shallI feed it to the dogs 
now?’?? What it is to be a heathen 
mother ! 

‘‘Mrs. Lin, who a couple of months ago 
tried to commit suicide by opium, and was 
brought here for treatment; comes now 
daily to be treated for abscess. She seems 
much happier with the abscess, than she 
was with the opium.’’ 


Last night at ten o’clock Pere was a 
call to run and try to save the life ofa 
man who had taken opium to kill himself 
a few hours before. When the doctor 
arrived the poor fellow begged him not to 
give him any medicine as he wanted to 
die. Apomorphia and zine sulphate soon 
produced severe vomiting and atmidnight 
he seemed out of danger.. This morning 
we heard he was better and to-night he 
came tothe dispensary for something to 
cure his sick stomach. The medical work 
here is growing. To-day there were 108 
patients treated, and some three or four 
others, in trying to dodge the preaching 
in the chapel, just missed their treatment 
too. 


The ways of foreign doctors seem un- 
equal to Chinamen. Why one man totally 
blind with cataract should be given more 
hope of restored sight than another man 
of the same age from the same village who 
is only partially blind from some other 
cause is beyond their EDOM of compre- 
hension. 

Total treatments for the month of Sep- 
tember were: 1,905 

Total for the week ending September 
30th were: 611. 

“About one-fourth, at least, are women 
and children. 

There is considerable variety in the 
patients too, a few are in-patients, the 
majority are out-patients, but all are im- 
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patients. Abscesses, carbuncles, boils, 
ulcers, etc., are very plentiful. One man 
had his hand torn by an exploded cart- 
ridge. Another had his lip and chin 
smashed by a mule kick. Some insane, 
and one demon-possessed, came lately.”’ 

What a picture of the multitudes that 
followed Christ and were healed. 

‘“The scene of the old story of the 
patient who thought the reason that the 
pills he had swallowed had not worked, 
was that probably the lid was not off the 
box yet, had better be located in China. 
The other day we caught a man in the act 
of swallowing the packet which contained 
his medicine.”? 

The parental form of Chinese govern- 
ment has its drawbacks. At an examina- 
tion of military candidates held very early 
one morning recently in Huen Hsien, a 
friend of one of the candidates wore a tur 
gown to protect him from the chilly morn- 
ing air. The examiner noticing the fact, 
caused him to be apprehended and charged 
him with breaking old customs and being 
disrespectful to his superiors inasmuch as 
the time for wearing fur garments had not 
come, nor was the examiner wearing one. 
Punishment awarded, 20 strokes with the 
bamboo. 


Our table boy, Golden City, who was 
given by his father to a creditor in lieu of 
a debt of fifty dollars has reason now to 
be glad of the transaction. His ex-father 
was found guilty of highway robbery and 
sheep-stealing, and executed, the other 
day. 

“Mrs. Goforth, with Mrs. Wang, lately 
visited Liang Tien, where there are now six 
probationers, besides several inquirers. Per- 
secution there is still bitter, but there is al- 
ready a good opening for regular teaching 
among the women. 

Next day Miss Pyke and Mrs. Goforth 
visited Yang Chiao, a mile to the south of 
us. Though none as yet are openly professed 
believers , yet several have destroyed their 
gods, and often come to hear the Gospel 
preached.” 

“ At Hsin Chen the townpeople have late- 
ly developed the idea that the Mission com- 
pound is a stationary menagerie, to be 
viewed from the top of the town hall. The 
Misionaries object to this, and propose 
building a wall to shut off the view from 
the grand stand.” 
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Doung People’s Soctettes. 
THE ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE’S “ PLAN 
OF STUDY. 

Conpuorap By THE Rey. R. D. Fraser, CONVENER. 

The Monthly Topics of the Plan of Study 
for 1898 bear the general title, ‘‘ Some 
Books, Fields, and Men,’”’ and are so ar- 
ranged as to be adapted to the various sorts 
of Young People’s Societies. They are 
set down forthe second weekly meeting 
of each month, and the Topicis treated in 
the Record of the month preceding, in 
order that Societies may have the mater- 
ialsfor the meeting on hand well in ad- 
vance. 

Attention is drawn to the fact that a 
specially prepared Topic Card for Presby- 
terian Y.P.S.C.E.’S is published by the 
‘¢Record ” at 60 cents per 100. Less than 
fifty, one cent each. It is issued by ar- 
rangement with the Assembly’s Committee 
and embraces the *‘ Uniform ’’ Topics, the 
Monthly Topics of the Plan of Study, and 
the Questions on the Shorter Catechism 
for each meeting throughout the year. 

A Booklet containing thesame matter 
and, in addition, Daily Readings for the 
whole year, is also ready, at $1.00 per 100. 
Less than fifty, one and a half cents each. 
Orders forthe Topic Cards or Booklets 
shouldbe sent to Rev. E. Scott, Y.M.C.A. 
Building, Montreal. 


Topic for the Week beginning March 13th. 
THE SHORTER CATECHISM. 
Its Maker, Merits,and Inflnence. Deut. 6: I-25. 


LITERATURE. 


On the Westminster Assembly .— 

The various Encyclopedias, such as the 
Brittanica, Schaff-Herzog, Chambers, 
Eadie’s (Ecclesiastical) ; Mitchell’s History 
of the Westminster Assembly, Aiton’s Life 
and Times of Alexander Henderson, Dean 
Stanley’s Memorials of Westminster Abbey, 
Beattie’s Presbyterian Standards, Article 
on Westminster Assembly in Record for 
April 1896. 

On Shorter Catechism :— 

Dr. Whyte’s Handbook ; Prof Salmond’s 
Primer. 

Patterson on the Shorter Catechism. 

Nicholson’s Value of the Shorter Cate- 
chism (Pres. Board.) 


FEBRUARY 


Points For The Programme. 


Following the order of the Topic as 
announced above. 


1. Makers :— 


A short sketch of the Westminster As- 
sembly, some of its chief members, for ex- 
ample,—Selden, Tuckney, Rutherford, 
Hen-derson, Gillespie. 


2. Merits :— 


As aspecimen of good English ; 

As a piece of logic; 

As a well balanced statement of doctrine 
and practice ; 

Brief outline of its contents ; 

A few papers on some of the more im- 


‘ portant questions. 


3. Influence : — 


The connection betweenthe study of the 
Catechism and the stalwart character of 
Presbyterianism and Presbyterians. 

Testimonies as to its value; for example, 
—in the article of Principal McRae. The 
minister, elders, Sabbath School teachers, 
and others, would likely give valuable 
testimony from personal experience. 

The probable effect of the study ofthe 
Catechism in the Young Peoples’ Societies. 


PARAGRAPHS. 


1. Our church recognizes very fully the 
importance of grounding the young in this 
admirable little manual of doctrine and 
duty. Thecourse in the Sabbath School 
provides for the recitation of one-third of 
the Catechism each year, and diplomas 
are given by the Sakbath School Com- 
mittee, under the authority of the Modera- 
tor of Assembly, to all who may repeat the 
whole Catechism at once. The question 
learned in the Sabbath School is repeated 
the same week in the Young People’s 
Societies, and it is recommended that five 
minutes of each meeting be givento an 
address or paper upon some leading point 
in the question. 

When the Catechism was introduced into 
the Young People’s Societies last year, 
there was fear in some quarters lest it 
might be found too heavy. The fear was 
groundless. It hag been taken hold of 
very widely, andin many instances en- 
thusiastically ; and the five minutes devot- 
ed to its study has proved to be not the 
least interesting or profitable part of the 
meeting. 


1898 
A GOOD STORY, 


2. Atthe celebration in London, Eng- 
land, of the 250th Anniversary of the pre- 
paration of the Shorter Catechism, the 
following good story was told by the Rev. 
Mr. Gillie. It had never before appeared 
in print :— 

In an assembly of Roman Catholics, at 
which a Cardinal was present, the talk fell 
on theological subjects, and a Protestant 
lady, who was present, joinedin. Some- 
one happened to say to her, ‘‘ And what 
do youconsider the true definition of sin?” 
She at once replied with an answer of the 
Shorter Catechism, ‘‘Sin isany want of 
conformity unto, or transgression of, the 
Law of God.’? The Cardinal looked atten- 
tively at her. ‘“‘ Madam,’’ he said, “ that 
is a very good definition.”? ‘‘ Yes, your 
Eminence,” replied the lady, ‘“‘and there 
are other good definitions where that came 
from.”’ 


THE SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST. 


3. It was 250 years ago onthe 25th of 
November last that the Shorter Catechism 
was completed and presented by the 
Assembly to Parliament for acceptance. 
The Anniversary has been very generally 
observed throughout the Presbyterian 
world and has elicited much enthusiasm. 
It has led, not only to a revival of interest 
in the personnel ofthe Assembly and the 
history of its deliberations but to arestate- 
ment of the great doctrines and in princi- 
ples set forth in its Catechisms,Confession, 
and Directory of Worship. Presbyterian- 
ism, and for that matter sound doctrine, 
will be the richer for the celebrations. 


As showing the perfection, both as to 
form and substance, of this little book, it 
may be stated that whilst nearly 200 com- 
peting Catechisms have passed into the 
oblivion of the antiquaries since the 

’ Shorter Catechisms first saw the light, 
that is almost one for every year, it still 
survives and without alteration in word 
or syllable. 


THE FORTUNES OF THE CATECHISM., 


Its fortunes have been chequered. It 
‘was compiled by men who were for the 
most part in Episcopalian orders, yet it 
has become an essentially Presbyterian 
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book. It was composed in England, but 
itis now distinctively Scottish. It has 
indeed, been more prized in the United 
States of America than in England. Its 
fortunes have not been quite so remarkable 
as those of the Heidelburg Catechism, 
which has been translated into Cingalese, 
Malay, and Arabic, but our Catechism has 
been translated into Syrian and Choctaw. 
—fFev. Mr. Gillie. 


THE FIRST COPY. 


5. The first edition of the Catechism 
printed for the use of the members of the 
Assembly contained only 600 copies. One 
copy of the 600 is still preserved in the 
British Museum. This has lately been re- 
produced by a photographic process in 
absolute fac-simile and printed on antique 
paper boundinbuckram. The editor, Mr. 
Carruthers, is one of the most accom- 
plished elders of the Presbyterian church 
in England. It should be obtained in this 
country for about ninety cents. and would 
be a valuable curio to book lovers. 


THE JERUSALEM CHAMBER. 


6. It was in this beautiful old chamber 
of the Abbey that the Westminster Assem- 
bly held its meeting for more than five 
years and a half, and here the Catechism 
first saw the light. This chamber was 
first built in 1376 as a guest chamber for 
the Abbot’s House. It was hung with 
tapestry on which were pictures of the 
history of Jerusalem,, which gave its 
name to the chamber. Here Henry IV. 
died of apoplexy March 20th, 1413. Shaks- 
speare gives the last words of the King: 

King Henry— Doth any name particular 
belong, Unto the lodging where I first did 
swoon ? ”? 

Warwick—‘‘Tis called Jerusalem, my 
noble lord! ”’ 

King Henry—‘Laud be to God! even 
there my life must end. 

It hath been prophesied to me for 
many years, 

Ishould not die but in Jerusalem ; 

Which vainly I supposed the Holy 
land ; 

But bear me to that chamber; there 
I'll lie; 

In that Jerusalem shall Harry die.” 

Henry IV.—Act ww, 


42 ” ,HE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD. “es 


THE SHORTER CATECHISM. 


BY PRINCIPAL MACRAE, D.D., MOR. COLL. 
QUE. 

On the 25th November 1897, the Shorter 
Catechism reached its 250th Anniversary. 
It is thus a reasonably venerable docu- 
ment, estimated from the point of view of 
its age. 

_ ITS MAKERS, — 

Wecannot now dwell atlength upon 
the history of the Westminster Assembly 
from which the Shorter Catechism emanat- 
ed. It will be sufficient to say that in the 
17th century, what bore upon the religious 
welfare of the people was felt to be a 
matter ofno less than national importance, 
and it was believed that without some 
common understanding in regard to 
Doctrinal Belief,’ Moral Conduct, the 
Public Worship of God, and the Govern- 
ment of the Church of Christ, there could 
be no security for the true Civil Liberties 
ofacountry. And accordingly, to advise 
and determine upon these momentous 
questions, at the request and with the 
concurrence ofthe Legistative Authorities 
of Britain at the period, the Assembly re- 
ferred to was constituted. 

It was opened on Saturday, July 1st (our 
Dominion Day !)1643, in the grand National 
Abbey of Westminster, in the presence of 
both Houses of Parliament, and a large 
congregation, by a sermon. 

And now, the writer would like to con- 
duct his young friends into the Chapel of 
Henry VII., that ‘‘ most gorgeous of sepul- 
chres,’?’ where the first meetings were 
held, and show pictures of the divines in 
black cloaks, skull-caps, and Geneva 
bands, with peaked beards and mustachios, 
andthe broad double ruff around the neck ; 
—and listen to them solemnly vowing, 
every Monday morning, to ‘maintain 
nothing in point of doctrine but what they 
believed to be most agreeable to the Word 
of God; nor in point of discipline, but what 
might make most for God’s glory and the 
peace and good of His church.” 

And then, he would gladly repair with 
them to whatis known as the Jerusalem 
Chamber,’’ when cold weather set in, where 
around a hearth-fire,—then a rare luxury 
in England,—the grand Puritan Assembly 
prepared its standards of Doctrine, Wor- 

ship, and Discipline, and, among the others 
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the Shorter Catechism. (In the same 
‘Chamber’, it may interest some to be 
told, the meetings were held, within the 
last quarter of a century, which resulted 
in the Revised English version of the 
Scriptures. ) 


Who and what were the members of the 
Westminister Assembly ? It numbered in 
all 121 divines, a goodly portion of whom 
had suffered privation and exile under the 
misgovernment of Laud; not a few com- 
bining rare learning, eloquence, and piety, 
in beautiful harmony. It included, in 
truth, much of the most profound scholar- 
ship of the period, both clerical and lay. 
There were five Scottish clerical dele- 
gates, but the vastly preponderating num- 
ber were Englishmen ; Presbyterian, Inde- 
pendent, end Episcopalian, or who. had 
been Episcopalian. And, notwithstanding 
the fact of the rejection by England of the 
Confession of Faith and its companion 
documents, to English authorship they are 
mainly due. Especially does this appear 
to have been the fact with regard to the 
Shorter Catechism. 


At the 774th session, January 14th, 1647, 
the preparation of two catechisms was 
ordered ‘‘ one more long an‘ another more 
brief.”’?’ The Convener of the Committee 
which prepared the Catechisms was Dr. 
Anthony Tuckney, Professor of Divinity, 
and Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge, the 
Larger Catechism being also chiefly his 
work; but the concise and severely logical | 
answers of the Shorter Catechism are 
traced to the Rev. John Wallis, an emi- 
nent mathematician, who as a young 
man fresh from Cambridge, was appointed 
an amanuensis of the Assembly. 

Both Catechisms were first presented to 
Parliament without Scriptural proofs, the 
Larger, before October 25th, 1647, the 
Shorter on November 25th, 1647, and were 
forthwith printed in London and Edin- 
burgh. 


Although the Shorter Catechism has 
ever since its construction been identified 
with the Scottish churches and the history 
of Scottish Presbyterianism, there is no 
reason for supposing that the Scottish 
assessors had any direct hand in its con- 
struction, since most of them had left 
before it was discussed at all in the Assem- 
bly, 
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ITS MERITS. 


On the merits of this Compendium of 
Christian Doctrine and Ethics it is difficult 
to speak in terms too commendatory from 
some points of view. To master its con- 
tents is, for one thing, to receive a training 
in logic not to be acquired within similar 
compass from any other source. It is de- 
clared by high authority to be ‘‘ one cf the 
three typical Catechisms of Protesta 1tism 
which are likely to last to the end of 
time.”’ 

It is said to be ‘fully equal to Luther’s 
and to the Heidelberg Catechism in ability 
and influence, and to far surpass them in 
clearness and careful wording, but to lack 
their genial warmth, freshness, and child- 
like simplicity.”?> As compared with the 
Heidelberg, the Westminister Scholars’ 
Catechism has the ‘‘ advantage of greater 
condensation and precision.”’ 

These two represent also two types of 
piety ; the one being more emotional and 
hearty, the other more scholastic and 
intellectual.’?? Thus, the first question in 
the Heidelberg asks: ‘‘ What is thy only 
COMFORT in life and in death?’’ The 
Westminister: ‘‘ What is the chief END of 
man??? **The one goes at once into the 
heart of evangelical piety—the mystical 
union of the believers with Christ ; the other 
goes back to the creation, and the glory of 
God, but both touch the same God and 
Christ, and the same way of salvation, 
whereby God is glorified, and man is 
raised to everlasting felicity in his enjoy-: 
ment.”’ ppt 

Its solid worth, from the Theological 
point of view, is sufficiently evinced by its 
use among the three denominations of 
Presbyterians, Congregationalists, and 
Regular Baptists. 

Pages could easily be filled with eulogis- 
tic testimonies, as from Baxter, who called 
it “the best Catechism he ever saw, a 
most excellent sum of the Christian faith 
and doctrine, and a fit test to try tho or- 
thodoxy of teachers’’; and from T. Car- 
lyle, who, in speaking against modern 
Materialism, made this confession: ‘‘ The 
older I grow—and I now stand (1876) upon 
the brink of eternity—the more comes 
back to me the first sentence in the cate- 
chism which I learned when a child, and 
the fuller and deeper its meaning becomes ; 
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‘What is the chief end of man? To glorify 
God, and to enjoy him forever.’ ”’ 

To all this, to like eulogies expressed in 
even warmer terms by liberal Episcopal- 
ians such as Dean Stanley, and eminent 
Methodists, who entirely dissent from its 
theology—one such terming the Westmin- 
ister Confession, “ the ablest, clearest, and 
most comprehensive system of Christian 
doctrine ever framed,” the present writer 
most heartily and unreservedly says 
Amen! Familiarised with the Catechism 
from his earliest childhood, it continues to 
be for him the frame-work of his Theolo- 
logical thinking, and he finds much of its 
contents, in the very phraseology, leaven-. 
ing his thoughts and utterances in devo. 
tional exercises. Its doctmnal teachings 
have been the iron in the blood of Puritan- 
ism 3 and he would be abold historian who 
should question the invigorating influence 
that Puritanism has exerted over the des- 
tinies of the British people and their 
descendants, 


ITS INFLUENCE. 


To what extent the character of Scot- 
land and her allies in belief has been 
moulded by the Shorter Catechism, only 
the great day will fully unfold; but there 
are visible fruits, and tested by these, the 
Christian churches equally with the world 
at large, may be Safely challenged to find 
communities whose members. exhibit 
more of the spirit of good citizenship, of 
zeal in philanthropic effort, of devotedness 
and liberality on behalf of missionary cn- 
terprise, than is evinced by those to whom 
the Manual under consideration is pre- 
cious. 

It is not perfect. No human production 
can ever justly claim perfection. Some 
would like a change in its form or expres- 
sion, in one place, some in another; but 
the merits of the Catechism as a whole are 
as conspicuous as almost to justify despair 
of superseding it by a better. 

Its brief but pertinent treatment of the 
ten commandments; its masterly presen- 
tation ofthe ‘ Means of Grace,” including 
its luminous characterization of the Word, 
alike as used by the Holy Spirit, and as to 
be used by man for his salvation ; its firm 
handling of the doctrine of the Sacra- 
ments ; and, above all, its simple but sub- 
Jime definition of Prayer, followed by an 
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exposition of the Lord’s Prayer equally 
comprehensive and tender; in all these 
respects the writer believes the Shorter 
Catechism to be unsurpassed. His heart’s 
fervent desire is that the youth of Canada 
may be led by the Spirit to ‘‘ attend there- 
unto with diligence, preparation, and 
prayer.’’ 


——_—_—__— 


THE SHORT: R CATECHISM. 


The following brief Analysis of the 
Shorter Catechism, by the Editor of the 
RECORD, may be helpful in thestudy of our 
honored ‘‘ Question Book.”’ 


INTRODUCTION, Q. 1—3. 


The endfor which man was made, ORL 
The Rule for attaining that end, Q. 2; 
What that Rule teaches, Q. 3; 


FIRST GREAT DIVISION, Q. 4—38. 


What the Scriptures teach that man 
should believe :— 


About God ;— 
About what He is, Q. 4; 
About how many there are, Q. 5; 
And about His Trinity, Q. 6; 
About God’s Plan ;— 
About what it is, Q. 7; 


About the Carrying out of that Plan ;— 


About how it was carried out, 
In Creation, a9: 


In the Creation of Man, Q. 10; 
In Providence, Cees: 
About the Covenant of Works ;— 
About how it was made, Q, 12; 
About its Breaking ;— 

By sin, Q. 13; 
About what sin is, Q. 14; 
About Adam’s sin; Q. 15; 
And how all share it, Q. 16; 


About the Results of the Breaking ;— 


About the fallen state, Ae a 
About its sinfulness, Q. 18; 
About its misery, Q. 19; 
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About the Covenant of Grace ;— 


How it was made, Q. 20; 
About Him who purchased its benefits for us ; 
Who Heis, Qi; 
How He became man, 22 ; 


What Work Hw does, Q. 23; 
What work as a prophet, Q. 24; 
What work as a priest, Q. 25; 
What work asa king, Q. 26; 
How He humbled himself, Q2Fs 
How He was exalted, Q. 28; 


About Him who applies its benefits to us ;— 


Who He is, Q. 29; 

How He works, Q. 30; 

What He does, Q. 31; 
And what these benefits are ;— 

In this life, Q. 32—36 ; 

At death, Q. 37; 

And at the resurrection, Q. 38; 


SECOND GREAT DIVISION, Q. 39—106. 


What the Scripturesteach that ma® 
should do, viz:— : 


Under the Covenant of Works ;— 


He 1s to obey, Q. 39; 
The Rule of obedience, Q. 40; 
Where that Rule is found, Q. 41; 
The ten Commandments, Q. 42—81; 
How these are broken, Q. 82; 
Degrees of breaking, Q. 83; 
What the breaking deserves, Q. 84; 


Under the Covenant of Grace ;— 


How to escape wrath, 

What Faith is, 

What Repentance is, 

What the means of Grace are, 
How the Word helps, 

How to use it, 

How the sacraments help, 
What a sacrament is, 


How many there are, 


What Baptism is, 
Who are to receive it, 


What the Lord’s supper is, 
Who are to receive it 

What prayer is, 

The rule for it, The Lord’s Prayer, 
What its first sentence teaches, 
What its first prayer means, 
What its second prayer means, 
What its third prayer means, 
W hat its fourth prayer means, 
What its fifth prayer means, 

W hat its sixth prayer means, 
What its last sentence teaches. 
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CHURCH NOTES, 
CALLS. 


From Coburg Road, Halifax, to Mr. J.D. 
Mackay, of Dorchester, N.B. 

From Norwood, Montreal Presbytery, to 
Mr. W.T. Morrison, of St. Therese, Que. 
Accepted. Induction 1 Feb. 

From Rat Portage to Mr. W. M. Roches- 
ter, of Toronto. 

From Stonewall, Man., to Mr. A. S. 
Thompson. 

From Dominion City, 
Faryon. 

From Laguerre and Port Lewis, Mont- 
real Presbytery, to Mr. D. Stewart, of 
Dunbar, Ont. 

From Oshawa, to Mr. Hodges of Tilbury, 
accepted. 

From Amos and Knox, Normanby, to Mr. 
D. L. Campbell, of Ballinafad. 


toner Gan, 


INDUCTIONS. 


Mr. John Hawley, into Waterville and 
Lakeville, N.S., 23 Dec. 

Mr. Neil Currie, at East Lake Ainslie, 
16 Nov. 

Mr. F. W. Gilmour, ordained and induct- 
ed at Sawyerville, Que., 11 Jan. 

Mr. J. R. Fraser, into Uxbridge, Lindsay 
Presbytery, 21 Jan. 

Mr. J. W. McIntosh, into Sapperton and 
West, New Westminister. 

Mr. W. J. Herbison, ordained and in- 
ducted at Minnedosa, 20 Dec. 

Mr. George E. Dyde, ordained and in- 
ducted at Sharbot Lake, Kingston Presby- 
tery, 11 Jan. 

Mr. George Weir, into‘Avonmore, Glen- 
_ garry Presbytery. 27 Dec. 


RESIGNATIONS, 


Prof; 
Toronto. 

Mr. R. Douglas Fraser, of Bowmanville. 

Mr. A. Russell, of Hepworth, etc.; Mr. 
S. Acheson, of Wiarton, Moderator of 
Session. 

Mr. A. F. McQueen, of Hampden, Que. 

Mr. Murray Watson,of St. Lambert Mont- 
real, Presbytery. 

Mr. George Cuthbertson, of Wyoming, 
after a pastorate of forty years. 

Dr. Watson, of St. Andrew’s Church, 
Beaverton, after a pastorate of forty-five 
years. . 


Robinson, of Knox College, 
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OBITUARIES. 


RrEv. W. C. BURNS, was born in King- 
ston, Ont., studied for the ministery at 
Knox College, Toronto, and labored as 
assistant minister both in Bay St. Church 
and Knox Church, Toronto. He was set- 
tled as a pastor in Perth, Ont., for twelve 
years, and for the past sixteen years has 
been prominently before the Church as the 
Agent of the Committee of the Aged and 
Infirm Ministers’ Fund. On Saturday, New 
Year’s day, he went to Galt. On Sabbath 
morning he preached in Knox Church, 
from the text, ‘‘ Behold I stand at the door 
and knock.’’ In the afternoon he was offi- 
ciating at a funeral, and,with open Bible 
in hand, prepairing to read, he fell dead, 
Startling was the news of his death. for he 
seemed well and strong, with many years 
of life in store. 


REV. ALEXANDER SUTHERLAND was born 
in Lairg, Sutherlandshire, Scotland, 5th 
Jan., 1817. Two years later his parents 
emigrated to Nova Scotia. He was edu- 
cated at Pictou Academy, Dalhousie 
College, and Edinburgh University, and 
licensed by the Free Presbytery of Edin- 
burghin 1845. Returning the same year 
to Nova Scotia, he was ordained at Earl- 
town and West Branch, 16 Feb., 1846. In 
1852 he was translated to Strathalbyn and 
New London, P.E.I., and in 1859, to Scots- 
burn and Saltsprings, N.S. In 1869 he 
went to Nebraska, U.S.A., and was settled 
by the Presbytery of Omaha, in charge of 
a congregation he had organized at 
Schuyler. Called to Melbourne, Ont., 
in 1874, he was settled there, and in 
1796, translated to Knox Church, Ripley; 
where he labored for over 21 years. 
Resigning in June, 1897, at the age of 
four score, he went to Nebraska, where 
his family were living, and where he 
passed to his rest, 13th Dec., 1897. 


PRESBYTERY MEETINGS, next issue. 


‘Intercourse with God is surely an 
honor incomparably more _ glorious— 
though it be but for a quarter of an hour— 
than the most intimate communication 
with the greatest of monarchs for whole 
years together; just as we esteem it a 
greater honor to discourse freely and 
familiarly with a king for the space of 0 e 
hour than many years with a peasant.” 
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Other Workers and Work. 


The Bishop of Tinnavelly has confirmed 
more than 2,000 native Indian converts dur- 
ing the past year. Step by step the evange- 
lization ot ‘ndia goes on. 


Christian Endeavor was_ started in 
Queensland, Australia, in 1892. Now there 
are 106 societies and 3,614 members. Wes- 
leyans have the most societies, viz., 27; Pres- 
byterians have 18. 


In a home for “sandwich men” in London, 
there are several university graduates and 
medical men, and a Scotchman who ran 
through £50,000 in three years. What mis- 
use and abuse of opportunities. 


The American Board has sent 700 mission- 
aries to Turkey during the past 73 years, at 
a cost of $8,500,000. 
that country 176 American missionaries, with 
878 native helpers, of which last 100 aro 
preachers. The Board has 125 churches, 
with 12,787 members and 38,000 adherents. 


SOME FACTS ABOUT MISSIONS. 


Some time ago that very accurate statist, 
Dean Vahl, of N. Asley, Denmark, set him- 
self to watch and tabulate the figures for ten 
years, in order to discover exactly what Re- 
formed Christendom is doing to civilize and 
evangelize the dark races, who are the ma- 
jority of mankind. He began with 1889, and 
his statistical review for 1895 (the seventh 
of the ten years), has just been issued. 

The results show a steady growth in the 
four years up to 1892, and then a fall in the 
revenue for the next two years, with more 
than a recovery in 1895. 

These are the totals for the first and last 
of the seven years:—The income rose from 
£2:130,082, in 1889, to £2,807,813, in 1895 — 
an increase of about £680,000, The mission- 
aries increased by 2,234, from 4,155 to 6,369— 
and this is considerably below the strength 
at the present moment. The unmarried lady 
missionaries increased from 1889 to 3,390, so 
that the whole paid and honorary missionary 
staff may be taken at about 10,000 beyond 
Christendom, against 6,000 cight years ago. 

Much more significant, however, is the de- 
velopment of native ministers and helpers. 
In 1889 these numbered 3,327 ordained, and 
41,754 unordained; in 1895 the former had 
risen to 4,018, and the latter to 61,424 — a 
united growth of more than 20,000. This 
fact would have more meaning if sulf-support 
had gone on in the same ratio, and if the na- 
tive churches had developed men of the apos- 
tolic or fanatical type, who powerfully infiu- 
ence their countrymen. 

As yet there is no evidence of a native re- 
former of any kind, such as founded tae 


It has. at present in- 
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Buddhist, Mohammedan, 
cults. 

But, especially in China and Japan, and 
among the American societies in ludia and 
Burmah, the native Christian communities 
are gradually becoming more self-reliant and 
independent. Christianity makes the con- 
vert so valuable in character and intelligence 
that he finds lucrative employment in official 
and professional life, cutting out the Brah- 
mins who once monopolized that, but ne- 
glected the Church’s call. 

The native communicants rose from 849,747 
to 1,057,266 in the seven years; and there 
were 864,155 youths of both sexes under 
daily Christian instruction in school and col- 
ieee in 1895, or nearly double the number in 

There are now 365 Reformed missionary 
societies and churches, of which there are 
18 in Scotland, and 88 in England, 6 in Ire- 
land, 63 in the United States of America, 20 
in Germany, and 17 in the Netherlands. 
Seven years ago the number was 262—an in- 
cresse of more than a hundred agencies.— 
Beifast Witness. 


Sikh and _ other 


IRRESPONSIBLE MISSIONARIES. 


The following letter,signed by many of 
the leading representatives of the Mission- 
ary Societies at work in India, especially 
in South India has been sent to the Chris- 
tian churches of Great Britain, Austra- 
lasia, and America. 


“DEAR BRETHREN,—Of recent years 
several Indian Christans from South India _ 
and Ceylon have either visited your 
churches in person or have issued appeals 
by letter, and by these means have collect- 
ed considerabie sums of money for the 
purpose of carrying on different forms of 
mission work in this country. These 
persons were for the most part workers in 
connections with the various Churches or 
Missionary Societies, but in most cases 
their actual connection hasceased. They 
have issued their appeals in their own 
name, and the work which they have 
initiated and profess to be now carrying 
on,is not under the control or oversight of 
any one except themselves. The actual 
work carried on in most cases bears buta 
small proportion to that set forth in their 
appeals as what they propose to do. 


The interest of truth and righteousness 
demand that these facts should be stated, 
and in view of the injury they have already 
done and the still greater injury they are 
calculated to do to the cause of Christ in 
this land, we can no longer be silent. 
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_These appeaia are a source of grave 
moral danger to those who make them, 
for they have to administer large funds 
without the safeguard of the control of 
others and are thus exposed to a strong 
temptation to employ for private purposes 
money intended for public use. They are 
injurious to the cause of Missions in those 
countries from whence the funds come, for 
certainly sooner or later the contributor® 
will find out that their gifts are either not 
being used forthe purposes for which they 
were made or that the work carried on is 
very disproportionate to the funds ex- 
pended. Distrust will thus be excited 
which will extend even to undertakings 
where the proper use of the funds is 
adequately guaranteed. 

With some of the evils which these 
appeals produce in this country we are 
already too familiar. One of these is their 
tendency to demoralise the Indian com- 
munity. Theideais abroad among a cer- 
tain section of that community that an 
Indian Christian has only to go with a 
specious plea to Great Britain,Australasia, 
or America, to obtain large sums of money 
from persons who will not inquire too 
closely as to howtheir gifts are to be used, 
and who, if they see their contributions 
acknowledged in a printed subscription 
list, will be satisfied that they are being 
properly spent. 

In order to check such evils resulting 
from appeals by irresponsible individuals 
we would respectfully suggest that con- 
tributions should only be given to those 
who are able to give guarantees, first, that 
they are the accredited agents of a re- 
sponsible Committee of persons who reside 
in the immediate neighbourhood where 
the proposed work is to be done: secondly, 
that the special object for which money is 
solicited is distinctly approved of by that 
Committee: thirdly, that accounts will be 
rendered to all subscribers, giving not 
simply lists of subcriptions and donations 
received, but also a balance-sheet duly 
audited showing that the moneys received 
have actually been spent upon the objects 
for which they were given. Weare con- 
vinced that no cause which is really good 
will suffer by the exercise of these pre- 
cautions, as those who plead for such 
causes will have no difficulty in giving the 
guarantees required.” 
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One thing for Christian people to bear in 
mind is that giving to their own church 
work, at Home or Abroad as they may 
choose, is the best and surest way of doing 
such work.— Ed. 


—_-.. 


I LOVE HIM WHOSE YOU ARE. 


‘In one ofmy early journeys in Southern 
Africa,’ says Dr. Robert Moffat, the great 
missionary, ‘‘ I came, with my companions, 
to a heathen village-on the banks of the 
Orange River. We had travelled far, and 
were hungry, thirsty, and fatigued ; but 
the people cf the village roughly directed 
us to halt at a distance from water, though 
in sight of the river. 

‘As twilight deepened into night, a 
woman came from the height beyond 
Which the village lay. She bore on her 
head a bundle 01 wood, while in her hands 
ghe carried a vessel ot milk. She handed 
the latter to us, lay down the wood, and 
returned tothe village without opening 
her lips. A second time she approached, 
with a cooking vessel on her head, a leg of 
mutton in one hand, a vessel of water in 
theother. Seating eeeelt on the ground, 
she proceeded silently to make a fire and 
cook the meat. 

‘‘ Again and again we asked her whoshe 
was, but she remained silent till we 
affectionately entreated her to give a 
reason for such unlooked-for kindness to 
strangers. Then tears rolled down her 
cheeks, and she replied: ‘I love Him 
whose you are,and so take pleasure in 
giving you acup ofcold water in His name. 
My heart is full, therefore I cannot speak 
the joy I feel inseeing youin this out-of- 
the-world place.’ 

*¢ On learning a little of her Ae and 
that she was a solitary light burning ina 
dark place, I asked how she kept up the 
light of Godin the entire absence cf the 
communion of the saints. She drew forth 
a copy of the Dutch New Testament which 
she had received when in a mission school 
some years before. ‘This,’ she said ‘is 
fountain from which I drink; thisis the 
oil that makes my lamp burn.’ I looked 
at the precious relic, and my joy can be 
imagined when we mingled our prayers 
and sympathies at the throne of the 
heavenly Father.”’ 
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HOW FOREIGN MISSIONS GROW. 


China.—First missionary, Robert Mor- 
rison, in 1807. Not one native Christian in 
all China. In 1843 less than ten. In 1857, 
500. In 1893, 50,000. So rapidly does the 
work go on that residents of China now es- 
timate 70,000 communicants and a Christian 
population of 200,000 souls. The Spirit of the 
Living God is stirring the Chinese Empire 
as never before. 


Japan.—In 1620 Christians were massacred, 
Christianity exterminated, and the edict pub- 
lished that God would be beheaded if He 
came to Japan. This edict was not abolished 
until 1872. 

First missionaries went ot Japan in 1859. 
In 1872 there were only 10 baptized Chris- 
tians. There are now about 400 churches 
with about 50,000 members. In Tokyo alone 
there were, two years ago, 92 churches with 
6,000 members. 


India.—Wiliam Carey, the first missionary, 
landed in India in 1793. Population 250,- 
000,000, with not one known native Christian. 
Now a Christian population of 2,290,000, of 
which 593,000 are communicants in Protes- 
tant churches, and 250,000 children are taught 
in Sabbath-schools, in 25 different languages. 


Burma.—First missionary, Dr. Judson, 
landed in 1813. Seventeen months in prison. 
Two months with five pairs of fetters on at 
the same time. Eighty years ago not a na- 
tive Christian in all Burma. Now over 600 
churches with 40,000 communicants and 
twice as many more adherents. Among the 
Karens one-third of the poe are said to be 
Christians. 


Judson died at sea, April 12th, 1850. His 
grave is in the Bay of Bengal, latitude a 
north, longitude 93° east. 


Korea.—A great cry, “Come over and help 
us,” comes to our ears from the last of the 
hermit nations. Ten years ago the first 
convert was baptized. The Bible is being 
rapidly circulated, and ambassadors come to 
our missionaries from towns and cities near 
and remote, asking for some one to return 
with them to preach the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

Mrs. Isabella Bird Bishop, the traveller, 
writes of the work in Korea, saying, it ‘is 
the most impressive mission-work I have 
seen in any part of the world. It shows that 
the Spirit if God still moves on the earth.” 

Africa.—Where Moffat pioneered, Living- 
stone explored, carrying the Gospel into the 
depths, until he gave the Dark Continent to 
Europe. In token of the service Livingstone 


FEBRUARY 


rendered Christian civilization, the most 
powerful nation of the globe, in her proudest 
mausoleum, laid down the dust of the hum- 
ble missionary of the cross with kings and 
the great ones of the earth. 

The Moravians estabiished the first perma- 
nent mission in 1792. There are now in 
Africa more than 1,200 missionaries, 7,000 
churches, over 200,000 communicants; more 
than 20,000 were added last year. 

Stanley writes: “‘When I was at Lake 
Victoria, eighteen years ago, there was not 
a missionary there. Now there are 40,000 
Christians and 200 churches. The natives 
are enthusiastic converts, and would spend 
their last penny to acquire a Bible.” 


In South America, Mexico, Asia Minor, 
Persia, Siam, Laos, Egypt and the islands of 
the sea, the half cannot be told of the plant- 
ing, the growth and the progress of the 
Kingdom of Christ. —‘‘ Assembly Herald.” 


FACTS ABOUT SOUTH AMERICA. 


South America was discovered by Cabral, 
who reached the mouth of the Amazon in 
1500. 

It is a country 4,550 miles long and 3,200 
miles wide, with 18,000 coast lines. 

This continent is made up of fourteen 
countries, and has the finest river system in 
the world. 

It has 37,000,000 of people. 

The language of the people is largely 
Spanish. 

The religion of South America is Roman 
Catholic, in one cf its most corrupt forms. 

South America as a whole is yet scarcely 
touched by Protestant missions, even though 
it has about 400 Protestant missionaries. 

The opportunity for missions in South 
America has been greatly furthered by resent 
development in commercial relations. 

Ecuador, formerly closed to missionary 
effort, admitted the first Protestant mission- 
aries in 1896.—Sel. 


The “Licensed Victuallers’ Advocate ” 
makes the following confession :—‘‘ Of 12,000 
saloon-keepers of New York City, whose 
‘good, moral character’ entitled them to 
license, 8,000 have served terms in prison.” 

Two English merchantmen recently stop- 
ping in San Diego harbor were visited sys- 
tematically by the local Endeavorers, with 
the result that before the ships left port an 
officer on each, and 19 men on one, and 12 
on the other, had confessed Christ. A prayer 
circle was formed on each ship.” 


1898 
Life and Work. 


WHAT A PRAYER MEETING SHOULD BE. 


A good, common-sense paper is the foliow- 
ing by Rev. Dr. Wiliams of Baltimore, in 
the “‘ Presbyterian Journal.’ May it prove 
helpful to the prayer meetings of our Church 
in Canada :— 

“It is, of course, a religious meeting. But 
it differs from the usual Sabbath-day ser- 
vice, and also from many other meetings 
held in the house of God. 

“Tt has a character of its own, and ought 
to be the means of preparing the people for 
the other exercises of the sanctuary. 
“Tt is a place for the ‘ expression’ of reli- 
gious thought and feeling. by the people. In 
the regular serviee of the church these are 
expressed by one person, the minister, ex- 
cept in the singing. 

“In the prayer-meeting the people are 
invited to take part in the exercises. They 
can sing, they can pray, they can read the 
’ Scriptures or a suitable article of a religious 
character, or speak directly to the people on 
some religious topic. 

“When the people avail themselves of 
these privileges, the idea of a prayer-meet- 
conducted by one person it cannot be strictly 
called a prayer-meeting. The prayer-meet- 
ing, as we understand it, requires Several 
persons to take part, at least more than 
one. 

“Tt is the people’s meeting, not merely 
in the sense of the people being present, but 
in the sense that the people conduct it. They 
maintain and keep it up. The people’s 
thoughts and emotions find expression in 
this meeting. For this reason it becomes 
an index to the condition of the church. 
The minister can tell by it where his people 
stand spiritually. If there be no prayer- 
meeting he is in the dark. If that meeting 
be pcorly attended or languishes, he knows 
that the religicus life of the church is not 
very great. Where its privileges are appre- 
ciated, we see a church life that is vigorous 
and strong. 

“In such a meeting the thoughts of God’s 
people find expression in instruction, in 
counsel, in encouragement. Their feelings 
find expression in gratitude, in reverence 
and in love to God and one another. 

“Such a meeting, where mind and heart 
find utterance in devout expression, is wor- 
shipful. Indeed, purer, more earnest wor- 
ship may be the outcome of the prayer-meet- 
ing than of the more stately service of the 
sanctuary. 
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“But the prayer-meeting is not only a 
place for the expression of religious thoughts 
and feelings, but also a place for the impres- 
sion of religious thoughts. 

“Almost everyone who has been a regular 
attendant upon the prayer-meeting remem- 
bers very distinctly, not only persons who 
took part and the subjects before the meet- 
ings, but very decided convictions, the pro- 
duct of those metings. 

“An author of some distinction says one 
incident of his childhood he never forgot. 
A good old deacon prayed, ‘ Lord help us to 
remember what we ought to remember.’ 

“The words of laymen come to us some- 
times with more power than the words of 
ministers. In the absence of ministers, lay- 
men have carried on protracted meetings. 
which have resulted in many conversions. 
Instances are very many in which their 
words spoken in the prayer-meeting have 
made deep and lasting impressions. Here is 
a field for work, when humbly accepted, as 
fruitful as any other, and we may well pray, 
in these times of coldness and indifference, 
that the pious laymen would come and use 
the opportunity which is offered them. 

Not only do the words of earnest, pious 
laymen have weight in the prayer-meeting, 
but coming, as they do, when mind and heart, 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit, are 
seeking expression, there is a power in them 
that is calculated to make impressions of a 
lasting character. 

“Since there is so much undeveloped good 
in the prayer-meeting, the people should 
strive to attend. It ought to be in all our 
churches far more than itis. Ifthisshould 
be made what it is capable of being made 
we would not need so many other agencies, 
some of them of doubtful character, to keep 
up the interest in the church. It would give 
new life to the church and fresh power to 
the preaching, and bring multitudes of pre- 
cious souls into the kingdom of God. 

“The people should attend not only, but 
should be ready, under the promptings of 
the Holy Spirit, to assist in the meeting. To 
this end the laymen should be ready to offer 
prayer, to speak briefly and to the point, to 
make a suitable quotation from the Bible, or 
to sing a hymn, and do whatever may be for 
the edification of God’s people.” 


You never can tell when God will take a 
little word you may drop, like an arrow shot 
at a venture, and cause it to strike some 
hearer between the joints of the harness and 
bring him down. Therefore,.let no oppor- 
tunity slip for spesking a word for Christ,— 
Rey, A. F, Schauffler. 
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A TITHING EXPERIENCE. 


For the Recorp. 


When I was a lad of sixteen I went to 
London, England,a poor boy. My salary 
was fifty dollars a year as a commence- 
ment, with board and lodging. This was 
all I had to provide myself with clothing, 
etc. 

I well remember the first night I spentin 
that great city. In one of the largest 
business houses, [was putintoa small bed- 
room at the top of the house. ThereI knelt 
down before I got into my bed, and prayed 
the Lord to watch over meand keep me, 
and prosper me; and, like Jacob, I vowed 
to give to his cause a tenth of alll 
received. This was sixty-four years ago. 

Have I kept the vow then made? I have. 
I have been greatly prospered. I have also 
been greatly blessed by a sound healthy 
body. I retired from the more active 
duties of life at the age of fifty-five. When 
in business [kept a regular and systema- 
tic account of my profits, and also of all 
sums paid for religious and benevolent 
purposes. And to-day, an old maninmy 
eightieth year, my testimony is this, 
‘‘ Hitherto, Ihave lacked no good thing.”’ 

I would say to all young men and young 
women, commence life’s journey by giving 
to the Lord. Do it from principle. Do it 
systematically. ‘‘ Give as the Lord hath 
prospered you.” Ihave made it the rule 
of my life to act uponthe advice ofthe 
apostle: ‘ On the first day of the week let 
every one of you lay by him in store as God 
hath prospered him.’’—Jonathan. 


The above is from an aged gentleman in 
one of our large cities, and is a worthy 
example to all. 


—— 


GIVING BY SYSTEM. 


“If I were as rich as those mill owners, 
[never could allow men with families to 
wear their lives away working on such 
small pay,’’ said a woman of comfortable 
circumstances, and yet, that very day she 
was heard telling her washer-woman that 
eighty-five cents was more than the other 
woman had charged for the work, in a tone 
that made the poor hard-working woman 
meekly reply : 
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‘¢ Pay me just what you paid her. ‘ I need 
the job very much,’’? andI grieve to say 
she received but seventy-five cents for 
labor in which no one engages except from 
sore necessity. 


“Tf had money I would not see our 
pastor suffer any anxiety about the small 
salary he is expected to have,’’said a man, 
and yet ifhe had given one-tenth of his 
income each year tothe Lord who had 
prospered him the deficiency would have 
been made up at once. 


“When I havea better salary I mean to 
hire apew in church, and give regularly 
to sustain the educational work of the 
missionary societies; 1 am interested in 
that :—’’ said a young teacher; but when her 
salary was raised there were many 
demands upon the extra income and her 
donations were again postponed. 


‘““TfI were rich’’—‘‘ when Iam rich,” these ° 
are the ideas behind which we screen our 
present selfishness, and callit generosity, 
‘‘generosity without the means to make it 
evident.’”? It is a comfor.able delusion ; 
but a delusion, nevertheless. 


Begin now to show what you are going to 
do, or what you would do with richesof 
soul or character or income. The way in 
which you spend your little, indicates how 
you would spend more. Give systematic- 
ally. It has been proved that systematic 
giving will bring rich earthly blessings as 
well as the higher ones. 


If you have no money give systematic- 
ally of yourself. Ifyou have no time for 
church work, give themore systematically 
of God’s joy ard sunshine thovgh your 
very presence as you go about your dally 
work, and with each givir g your ability to 
give will increase, and blessings will be 
multiplied to you. 


Everyone can give. Money is not the 
only thing needed. Time isnot necessary. 
The world is crying out for comfort in its 
hidden everyday life, the home life ; for 
encouragement, for uplifting influences, 
for brauty,forsyspathy. Can younotgive 
some one of these? ‘Freely ye have 
received, freely give,’’? of whatever you 
have in store and whether it be time, skill, 
prayer, tact, talent, courage or money give 
systematically and now,—In New York 
Observer, 
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PRACTICING THE WEEK OF PRAYER. 
BY REV. DR. CUYLER. 


The Week of Prayer is mainly important 
for what may come after it. Very often 
Christ’s people have followed a week of 
seeking for the presence of the Holy Spirit 
by many days of co-operating with the 
Holy Spirit, and large harvests of convert- 
«ed souls have been gathered. 

But to pray for spiritual hlessings dur- 
ing a week, and then drop all thought of 
the subject is as criminal folly as for a 
man whose child is dangerously sick, to 
pull the door-bell of a physician, and then 
hurry away without leaving his message. 
To ask favors from God and do nothing to 
secure those favors is aninsult to the Giver 
of all good gifts. 

In hundreds of churches prayers were 
offered last week for the conversion of the 
impenitent. Conversion is a sinner’s own 
act inturning from a path that leads hell 
ward, and setting his feet in the path of 
obedience to Jesus Christ; he does this 
under the regenerating power of the Holy 
Spirit who moves him, and enables him to 
turn. 

But there is a third party recognized by 
the Apostle James who declares that ‘‘ he 
who converteth a sinner from the error of 
his way shall save a soul from death.” 
Then it is possible for you and me,my 
feliow .Christians ! to convert our friend, 
our neighbor, our child from a life of sin. 
Not that we can regenerate a human 
heart; a saved sinner never can be a 
sinner’s Savour. Jesusalone can perform 
the divine work by His Spirit. But you 
and I can bring an influence to bear upon 
cur unconverted friend ; we can ply him 
with persuasions; we can press Christ’s 
claims upon him as an atoning Redeemer; 
ve can set Gospel-religion before him 
attractively by kindacts and a consistent 
cx mple; and so we may move him to move 
himself towards Jcsus Christ. That is 
what the Apostles meant by converting a 
soul; that is what Philip did at Samaria; 
thet is what Paul did at Thessalonica, and 
he afterwards said that those converts 
were his ‘‘joy and crown.” 
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A tremendous responsibility is thus laid 
upon us. Itisas if Jesus said to us—here 
is an immortal soul, worth more than 
arithmetic can compute, a soul for whom 
Ished my precious blood; now convert 
him to Me. Heis put within your reach; 
I will bestow upon you the help and the 
strength ; now save this soul from death. 

Farther yet does God’s Word go than 
this; it declares that if we‘ do not warn 
the sinner to turn from his evil way, that 
soul shall die in hisiniquity, but his blood 
will I require at thy hand!” The trust 
is therefore tremendous; and the reward 
if we are faithful is inexpressibly glorious. 
There is a crown and joy in heaven for us 
if we can find even a single soul there 
whom, by the Holy Spirit’s aid, we have 
led to Jesus. What if we should not find 
one ? 


Merely to pray in a general way for the 
salvation of souls for one week, and then 
do nothing towards the fulfillment of our 
own prayers is an awful mockery. The 
word ‘‘ souls ’’is too vague ; it means every- 
body and yet nobody. The Apostle says 
‘“‘he that converteth a sinner ’’—one soul. 
We must fix our eye and heart on some one 
person—one friend, one Sabbath-scholar, 
one neighbor, one child. 


The farther off that person is from Christ, 
the more earnestly should we go after him 
orher. The harder the case the moreneed 
of being reached—the greater the glory of 
his or her. conversion. Let us watch 
opportunities. Let us seek wisdom to act 
wisely ; ‘“‘he is wise that winneth souls.”’ 
In trying to do, we must not over-do. 
Worrying an unconverted friend by in- 
discreet ‘‘ nagging’? at him, lecturing him 
in a Pharisaic fashion, may only vex and 
disgust him. Such blunders some well- 
meaning Christians make when they have 
more zeal than common sense. 


Individual effort—such effort as the con- 
secrated Harlan Page used to make when 
he wasintent on one soul ata time, and 
would not give him up—such effort will 
be the evidence that our prayers were 
sincere, and not a pious mummery. Ke- 
vivals commonly begin with individual 
cases. One spark may Kindly the flame. 
May God arouse us, and help us to follow 
a ‘ Week of Prayer”? with many days and 
nights of putting prayer into practice ! 
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‘THE IDEAL WHISKEY.”’ 


“The ideal whiskey.’’ I saw _ these 
words in glaring letters on a sign-board 
by the side of the railway. The audacity 
of the term tickled my fancy. I began to 
construct for myselfa description of the 
ideal whiskey. 

It will be a whiskey that does not intoxi- 
cate, I said tomyself; a whiskey that does 
not redden the nose, and blear the eyes, 
and thicken the tongue into stupidity, and 
befoul the mouth with vile oaths, and 
blotch the skin, and coagulate the brain, 
and inflame theblood, and nurture disease, 
and burn up conscience, and paralyze the 
will, and stifle the affections, and trans- 
form the son, brother, husband, father, 
into a brute, and the brute into a devil,— 
that is what the ideal whiskey will not be 
and do. 

But hold! I said to myself; whatever 
such a liquid as that is, it will not be 
whiskey at all. The ideal whiskey cannot 
answer in any particular to such a des- 
cription. Try again. 

Then I decided that the ideal whiskey, 
ifit must be whiskey, should exercise its 
fiendish power as rapidly as_ possible; 
should, at the first touch of the drinker’s 
lips, cause him to swallow the dose ina 
mad delirium, and as the fatal liquor de- 
scended, in a flashit would draw down 
with it, proud reason, lofty purpose, ten- 
der love, asa maelstrom sucks all things to 
itself,—draw them inand drown them. 

As the burning stream passed the lungs, 
it would shrivel them up. As it passed the 
heart it would make it a ball of black cin- 
der. Asit reached the stomach, the man 
would fall dead. No gradual heart-rend- 
ing loss of this noble faculty and that. No 
eating out of strength and joy, bit by bit, 
from the lives of dear ones. No fall now 
to a lower and then to a lower place in the 
world’s regard. Improved machines work 
more speedily. The ideal whiskey would 
do in a moment what the ordinary whiskey 
does none the lesssurely, but in the course 
of several years. 


But then, I thought, while I am about it, 
why not give this ideal liquid, one quality 
more, and transform it into a great bles- 
sing? And so I gifted it with the know- 
ledge of whose throat to run down, the 
shrewdness to turn from the buyer often 
to the seller, from the tempted to the 
tempter, from the poor tottering wretch, 
infirm of will, crazed with a fearful appe- 
tite, to the diamonded, smirking villian 
behind the bar; yes, and to the proprietor 
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of the hell, in his luxurious home; yes, 
and tothe voter that upholds his hands. 
Into their greedy mouths the sensible 
liquid leaps, and rids the earth of them 
forever. 

Ah! that must be the ideal whiskey. 
How I grieve that I did not notice where 
it is manufactured !—In C. E. World. 


DR. GEORGE P. HAY’S STORY. 


In an address some time ago the late Dr, 
George P. Hays told a story of an old Ger- 
man in Pennsylvania who, meeting a 
young infidel who was to speak at the 
school house in the evening, said: 

“Ts you the young man what is to 
schpeak dis evening ? ”’ 

‘Yes, sir; Iam.” 

“Vel, vot you schpeak about ? ”’ 

‘““My subject, sir, is this. ‘ Resolved, 
that I will never believe anything that I 
do not understand. ? ”’ 

‘““Oh, my! is dotit? Vell, now, you 
shoost take von leetie example. There, 
you see that field, my pasture, over there ? 
Now, my horse, he eat de grass, und it 
come up all hair over he’spack. Then my 
sheep he eats de same grass, and it grows 
wool all over him. And now vot you 
think? My goose he eats de grass, too, 
und sure’s I tell you, it come all over him 
feathers. You understand dot ? Heigh ? ” 
—Epworth Herald. 
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A SECRET OF SUCCESS. 


Doing, not dreaming, is the secret of suc- 
cess. Thinking out plans will not amount 
to anything, unless the thought be followed 
by a determined will to execute. Not a 
faithful talker, but the faithful toiler, 
leaves the broad mark of work accumplish- 
ed. ‘‘ Not he that saith, Lord! Lord ! but 
he that doeth my Father’s will’’; not the 
son that promised, but he that went, was 
the one who received the reward. ‘“ This 
one thing I do ’’—not ‘‘This one thing I 
think ’’—made a St.Paul. Whatsoever ye 
do, do it heartily.’? Going about con- 
tinually doing good was the example left 
by Christ, and the promiseis given to them 
who, by patient continuance in well-doing, 
seek for glory and honor and immortality 
—eternal life.—Parish Visitor. 
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“TDEAS?’? AND “IDEALS.,? 


In our busy workaday world, fortunes 
are made by men who have ideas. The 
constant prayer of many young men is for 
a good idea,a paying, workable scheme 
‘for wiling money out of other people’s 
pockets into their own. 

But how seldom is there any propor- 
tionate desire of ideals, which too many 
young people regard as profitless and 
cumbrous! A brilliant idea may yield 
thousands of pounds, evenif it refer only 
to an improved match-box or a patent 
-suspender. But a high and fastidious 
ideal may actually keep one back in the 
race of life, by rousing the faculty of con- 
science and the feeling of distaste for 
rough and ready modes of advancement. 

An ideal is just a sentiment of the heart, 
so firmly and warmly cherished as to be- 
come a principle ofaction. A youth starts 
witha certain prepossession in favour of 
honourable conduct, with a passion for 
clean hands in business, for example ; and 
this feeling movcs him at critical moments 
to take a decidcd stand, and perhaps to 
put himself in definite opposition to com- 
mon ways and opinions. 

In the issue, many throw away their 
ideals entirely. They dismiss them as 
pretty but unpractical emotions, and 
become what the world calls hard-headed, 
go-ahead men of business. 

, Yet the lo.s of the idealis an irreparable 
one. Itis the putting out of the Divine 
light in a man, after which he remains 
truly da:kcned and shadowed. To go 
through liie without ideals is to be a 
creature cf unmixed clay, untouched by 
theimmortal fire. This is but to say what 
was meant by the question: ‘ What shall 
it profit a man ifhe shall gain the whole 
world, and lose h.s own soul ?”’ 

Unless we keep within us a warm flame 
of higher sentiment, the love of the true, 
and beautiful, and good, we become soul- 
less beings. We may besuccessful workers, 
prompt and accomplished men of affairs, 
but we are really dead as regards that 
which constitutes atrue and vital man- 
hood. 

The greatest Teacher ever known among 
men said: ‘Seek ye first the Kingdom of 
Heaven.’”? What higher ideal could He 
have stated than that ? And he puts it in 
the forefront to show that it ought to be 
thé leading motive, If our life isto bea 
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true success, a fully developed and real 
life, not a meresuccession of experiences or 
material developments, it must start with 
the highest possible emotion, the love of 
God and all that God approves and re- 
quires. Religion is the cultivation of the 
ideal. For it draws us upward at all times, 
and in every task, to the unseen and un- 
selfish ; it purges us of low motives and 
base desires; it keeps alive the heat of 
heavenly passion; it reminds us that our 
abiding city is yet tocome. Living in the 
atmosphere of religion, we can do the 
world’s work none the less busily or well ; 
but we do it for the ideal motive, and we 
seek beyond and through it the *‘ mani- 
festation of the sons of God.’’—The Chris- 
tian Leader. 


GENTLE MANNERS. 


There is no doubt that in this pushing 
world of ours, the courtesies of life, those 
indefinable nuances of voice and manner, 
that indicate good breeding and refine- 
ment, arein danger of being largely cur- 
tailed. So keen isthe rivalry, so intense 
the strain, so bitter the losses and dis- 
appointments, that the savage elements 
seem to come into play, and most of us 
have neither the time nor the temptation 
to attend to graces of behavior. 

The word, the tone, the gesture betray 
the man or woman of refinement. The 
true gentleman, for instance, is even- 
tempered, never loud of speech or dress. 
He possesses the quality of self control. 
Heis not boastful or vain. He will not 
prateof himself. He will not insist always 
upon his rights, but can gracefully waive 
his privileges. He will respect his neigh- 
bor’s convictions. He willbe scrupulous 
of his word. He is modest, deferential, 
careful to avoid offense, but not a “mush 
of concession.”’ 

There is no religion without gentle- 
ness. The kindly temper, the thoughtful 
act, the courteous deed, the gentle manner, 
are as much part and parcel of religion as 
the mechanical repetition of prayers and 
listening to a sermon. What wretched 
hypocrisy to be soft-voiced in our petition 
to God and cruel-tongued in our inter- 
course with our neighbors !—Jewish Mes- 
senger. 


Keep the heart shining, and you will 
soon have a face to match it, 
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‘The special attention of Congregational Treasurers is called to the fact that the 
Accounts for the year close on the 3ist March. All contributions intended to go into 
this year’s Accounts must be in the hands of the Agents of the Church at that date. 
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Esquesing Union. 2 75|Brucefield.. . 10 00|Port Perry. .. 231/Oro, Central.... 9 00|Greenbunk.....>. 100 
Woodville.......- 21 00}, McLaren, Ott. 50 00| Beechwood ss. 5 TllAyr, Knox....--.- 26 36|Orangeville....-. 10 00 
Inneskip: +--+ +++ 2 00/7. Gowans, Tor... 25 00|Ratho. . * 1 45!Qlinton, Willis . 35 00 Douglas, Creeford 20 09 
McKillop....-++- 5 00)/R.H.Bronson, Ott 50 00 Scarboro, Knox.. 20 50 Russel]....... ..- 12(0)/Niagara, St. A... 400 
Winthrop........ 6 00IJ. Stirling,Mont. 50 0)|Hlgin .......--.. 10 00 ee he tien 3 00|Centre Bruce..... 6 94 
Luther:...--.--++ 3 00/A. W. Fraser, Ott 10 00|Morewood ce. 5 00/Hssa, Burns. ..--- 5 00|\Richmond ce..... 100 
Ratho.....1+ ..++ 2 00/ Moore Line...... 4 00|Prospect. .....---. 50 08|Garluke, St.Pauls 28 30/Ham, St Paul’s 102 96 
Londesborough.. 8 18|McKillop. - 1 00|Cedar Hill.......- 3 O0\Gromartz ce....- 16 00/Cannington.....- 3 50 
Centre Bruce.... 2 00/Winthrop........ 1 00|Uptergrave ce...., 5 00/Glinton, Willis ce 15 00/High view ce.. 1 67 
Stayner...+.++++- 10 00/Ratho. 1 00) Lancaster.....---- 75 65), Garafraxa .... 13 00 Ormstown ce. 2 00 
Ingersoll. ........ 7 90|J.M.Garland, Ott. 10 00|Stayner.......... 20 00 Clinton Willis ss. 10 00 ss... 587 
English Set’)’mt. 13 29 Centre Bruce.. 2 OD LUCAN. ++ -.0- +++ 19 10|\Deseronto m. bd. 20,0 00/Teeswater... .... 51 00 
Dunblane....--.. 2 001G. R. Blyth, Ott. 10 00|Alice.....+...- +. 200/N. Luther ce... 2 00|Dunwich, Duff -. 900 
Teeswater...g..-- 10 00 etre = fatale she 1 00|Kinistino 10 00\Stratford Knox 300 00\Innisfail. . -» 200 
Brussels. .++.-++++ 9 15/Teeswater.. 2 00/Grafton...+.-++-- 17 00/Char, Humesvl.. 50 00|Sintaluta .. x 200 
Rev. P. Straith - 5 00/F, Penman Par . 25 00/5. E. o sate tenses 2 00/ Mr&MrsD McGee. 100 00|Stranefield ...... 2 60 
Enrolment Heri oe 00|D. W..Tait, StThos 10 00| Glas. Wdinds.UP. 16 22/peckwith........ 5 00)Oro, Central....-- 3 50 
Elmvale....... 500i Merivale <.2 #2: 2 Qo|Ingersoll..--.---- 86 00/Glenmorris ...... 19 95|Clinton Willis... 30.00 
Hallettd- otancrp . 12 00/Hullett ......... 10 00 Gretna.....+...-- 5 00\Colquhoun....... 2 83/Russell...+...... 0 0 
Kramosa Ist..-.. 8 00|Bramosa Ist...» 1 50) Picton.....-..-+- 10 00|/ {Underwood ...... 2 00 COL Eee 30) 
Lynedach.....--- 1 00(JF.MiddletnIam 10 00 Swan Lake...... 8 50|Blythewood... 3 50|Goldsmith....... 3 00 
Ilderton 4 23|R, Seneca... .... 1 0 Ne ro, Guthrie..-.- 5 00 a ce 1 25\Clinton, Willis ce 5 00 
Brooklin- -+.-+++- 4 00) Holstein. . 395.8. Plympton..... 17 00)Maxville......... 55 00/E. Garafraxa.... 10 00 
Andrew Johnson. 5 00/R, Hergisons Thvl 20 00! Bolsover, 88 cel.... 1 65 PLO lea Ss eaatens 6 40 
Beachburg....... 6 00/MrsJno.Ferguson 20 00|Tor. West...--.-- 10 00 $19,730 85|N. Luther. ...... 2 00 
H. Seneca.. ...+.- 2 00/B.- Jennings, Tor. 25 00|Beverly.---...... 20 Chater, ete, ..... 5 09 
Holsteinmecaa. 3 25|Searboro, Knox.. 7 30/Tavistock, ce...- 11 00 Ee Peterboro, St. P.162 00 
EndowmentAsso. 40 00/PSRoss&Son. Mon 15 09)Ste. Therese, etc. 10 00 Beckwith.... -.. 10 00 
Orangeville. ... 2.00) Prien 29.6 100,Mrs.B.A.McColm 1 00;AugmEntTaTion Funp.!Brockville Ist ce. 6 05 
Niagara, St. A. . 4 00/Kenyon.......... 5 Q0| Gorrie... -.- sss... 6 43 Blackheath ce... 2 6) 
Scarboro, Knox. . -23 00/Oneida........... 100, Vanevr. Zion ss.. 1 25 Reported .....$1,756 66’ Maxville.... .... 30 00 
Cannington ...-- 5 25/RevF.Ballantyne 250 Hlmvale... . 25 00) Welland ce...... 1 00 — 
- QOneida.........+- 2 00\Teeswater....c..- 8.00| Unionville......- 10 00|Menteith ce. 67 $2,986 23 
Rev F.Ballantyne 2 50\[Tnnisfail........- 3 09/ Arden .. --+» § 00)/Tempo ce........ 1 00 
Essa, Burns..-..- 1 00/Blake..... oR 0g; Seaforth Ist. BAG Tf do oO Ohat harness 3 00 —- 
KE. Garafrana...- 3 00/Ayr, Knox....... 17 72,Galt, Knox, ss... 50 00 Grenville... .... 3 02 
Peterborough.--- 2 00} Woodville.......- 18 00 Merivale..... 10 00;Point Fortune.. 3839} Foreran Mission 
Essa, Burns....-- 3 00|Hullett........... 60 00) Avonbank ce....- 1 69 Funp. 
$1393 19) Garluke,St.Paul. 3 05|Carman..--...-. 41 55\Chatham St.A.ce 9 25 
— Annies osc oe 60| Est. John a M = Summerstown. .. 2 28 Reported.....$28,371 17 
Clinton Willis ce. 5 00|_ therford........370 52/Inverness yps.. . 180 Friend,S.Plym.. 5 00 
QueEN’s COLLEGE |f, Garafraxa.. S35. 800! Riverside..;.6::- 14 00/Grande Mere.... 400 Arkona,W.Adel.. 60) 
Funp. Consecon, ete..... 1 40|/Eramosa Ist...... 7 00/Bethelce......... 2 00 Queen’ sMiss.Soc 200 00 
Chater, etc... 20 00|Lynedoch......... 8 85/Centreville ce. 225 John Penman . .250 00 
Reported’... :+-.$115 05| Mont. St. Gabriel 10 00 Uouth arcsec. se. 400/Theodore, WSand 500 Chatham........ 7 00 
Snow Road.. seeeee 1! 90'Maxville.... .... A¥60|Pelltam™ tases cn: 1 14|Birtle ce.......... 2 00,Grenville...... A 360 
McDonald Cor. - 10 45 = IBroolsliauersaceete 12 00) Wellwood,Bkdale 10 00/Point Fortune... 417 - 
Piphips eae: 7 80 $958 47)Oro.St. Andrews. 2 00|Cornwall, StJohns 40 00|Strangfield,...... 3 50 
Parry Sound.... 5 50 Apple, Gravel Hill 1 00)Aylmer.......... 5 00/Apple Hill ce. 3 50 
Dunblane . 2 06 — Deseronto bel.... 2 00)Scotstown.. ..... 100 aot ae Sand 15 00 
Eramosa Ist..... 2 00 Metealfe. 2.5. .... 11 95}Innerkip..... 10 20|/Welland.. en S105 
Beachburg. .. . 6 00/Homm Mission Funp.|Calgarry...-...-.. 19 00}MeKillop........ 400|Aylmer.......... 10 00 
Searboro, Knox . 10 00 Friend, Harwood, 1 00}Winthrop.. 13 00|Scotstown....... J 65 
Besa, burns... se. 1 00) Reported ....$16,853 56|John McDonald. OF Hadewte tor meeieete 3/45) Nek peer 23 20 
=? soe rionde bly Tplonst 00| Jas. Clarke....... 1 00)Hillsburg . ..... 15 65|Mrs. Carmichael.. 2 00 
$171 70|Parkhill.. . 17 50|And. Johnson.... 5 00!Owen Sd. Knox.. 41 00\Shanks ce........ 8 25 
— Jas. Fraser....... 3 00|H. Seneca........ 9 00|Scarboro,St.Aypea 5 00/McKillop........ 7 25 
Chathammernenccns 6 00lKennell’aacer. ts 1200\ Hil eineeee ys asec: 10-00|Winthrop...-..... 7 40 
Monrreat CoLueEGs |Grenville........ 3 44|Pengarth - 900 oes Jae fiapets 47° 27|Wm. Bromine 100 00 
FuND. Point Fortune... 3 5/|Lachine, St. A . 39 10|Stayner.. 10 00|/M.E.deBeauregard 5 00 
FA Boltomsiet sc... 4 00|Black:Heath ce.. 3 00}Lucan...... 4 50/Glenboro.... .+- 0 00 
Reported....... $162 73|Strongfield....... S00! Wicks ae tae . 82 '75|Bluevale... ..... 7 00 Queensville ..... 7 00 
Cumberland...... ‘7 00 Summerstown. -.. 18 12|/Orangeville...... 20 00;Ham. McNab St-.101 00}Ravenshoe....... 6 00 
Bristoloeas- occ: 11 82|Grande Mere..... 8 00|Douglas,Creeford 31 00|Win. St. A., ce... 2 50/McMillan........ 2 00 
‘leeswater.... 5 00|Bethel ce. 8 00|Dover, m. bd..-. 15 00/E. Toronto....... (ell Riathocecnr temas d 00 
Merivale......... 5 00/Theodore, WSand 15 00S. St.Ann‘s.... 2 00|Beverly.......... 1725 Aviriendeent. tee 1 00 
Apple Grave 2 » Folly Village, ce. 9 00|Cannington...... 15 25|Ste. Therese...... 17 82|FenelonFalls, etc. 38 55 
Metcalfe. . ... 8 25} Wellwood,Bkdale 15 00; Friend, Man..... 8 00|Teeswater ce...--- 38 05|/Morewood......- 5 00 
Beachbureg. . valle 9 00/Cornwall,StJohns 60 00/Treherne......... 384 00|Gorrie ce.... .... 1 00/Tor. ClaremontSt 8 50 
Russell... ...- 6 00|\Scotstown:...--.- 1:-25/Ottawa, St. A.-. 100)/Vanevr Zion.... 1 25|Lancaster.......% 106 85 
Ste. Therese, etc. 10 75|Innerskip.,......- 5 35|Rev. F.Ballantyne 7 00|Elmvale.......... 5 00/Stayner.......... 0 00 
Beckwith.i<.5.0 ) 200 Pilgrims. 1 00\Beverly......... . 2 00)Winchester Spgs. 4 00)Lucan....... Pete | bei 


1898 THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD. 55 
Glenmorris ce.... 200/Cannington ..... 10 25[Sintaluta.. 0 
Win, St. A.ce.... 10 00/J. R. Moodie... 25 00 Campbellvilie.:.. 7 Ti eee PR ts SA a a pee 2 00 
Ingersoll......... riend, Man. ... 8 00/Carman....... ' 9 50/Lucan............ 295 payner. se 
David Yuile....1200 00|Ottawa, St. A.-.. 91 00|S, Plympton e Gey et as 245) Bristol. so+m veep 10 00|/Consecon, Hill..* 2 a 
Mont. Erskine... 150 00| High View ce 1 80) Russell. . - 500)/Ham apes pl 49 25|T ter ea : 
Tor. West........ 10 00|Ormstown ss..... 39 S2VAMOB is 0s oko wes 5 75 Ingersoll. . ; . 1838 34 Bole: ae aS f 
H. P. Coburn.... 16 00|N-Brandon ce.... 10 00/E. Garafraxa. . 1 00; Teeswater.. 17 001 Ki Iheld Aenean y 210 
Ham. Erskine. 5 0/Ste. Therese, ete. 15 00|Brigden.....-.... 2 46) @Imvale.......... 2 85/6 NE ede wis 
ce.. 650 Rev. Dr.Crombie 2 00|Chater, etc...... 4 00|/Hullett.......... 6 00 pute ll fps hy ] 45 
Chippawa. ..... 10 50/Sintaluta........ 5 00/Donald MacKay. 20 00/Mrs.Steven...... 2.00 Ballyduff. 5 00 
Tavistock ce.. 11 09|Gampbellville.... 15 00/Peterboro, St. P. 46 00/M. Lipper........ 100 Panty an fay a: 7 A 
Mrs.B.A. MeColm TL OQ|OTL-- 2-2 cee eee eee 7 0)|Beckwith........ 5 00) Kramosa Ist....... 4 25!De My oe Soe ; an 
OUTTA a0. 3.03.0 9 75|Oro, Central.. 9 00)Glenmorris....... 476\Rev.'T. Fenwick 2 00 E] a is cnc: 5 
Vanevr. Zionss 1 50 S. Plympton ce. . 8 (0 Colquhoun....... 2 09|Louth._ 100 Tee ey Mp teal 2 9 9) 
Por Btdas harps. 210 Bindvord. ce: 7 50 REY poe siiesey te Meeuarees ae eee ota. Posie © (0 
Klmvale..-...--- 17 50 op oa 12 00 $1,017 92, Metealfe. 21... “2.00 Apple, Gravel 30) 
rimrose ss .....- IB PADS a oe Meee eee Oe een alge oe ae f 
NV EORGUOR ore orenor enh Z s Glengarry Pres.. 88 10 napenanee mae 300 Cee rei ill oh 
nee SS ee) ou a lords ss aM Ministers’ Rates. a Seneca........ 2 00 Stitons ete i 00 
ans ses StI QR OLOS.. cae ee cee aes OlSteltne -sedrs ths 5 ; fice 
Tdndon Stedlbees 50'p0(foldsmith....,.. 2 00/Reported......$2728 51/Orangevillo..-.. Pere het ee 80 
Mont. Chal. ce... 42 00| Essa, Burns .-.-- 5 0u/G. jisbne mh 8 U0|Douglas Creeford 0 Helateit taney 
Mont.Stanley St. 31 50 Cromartz COM ere 10 00|M. H. Scott.. 8 o0lNingare Si ye C on ae S ane Bae 2 30 
Mont. Erskine. ..108 00|#.,Garafraxa.... 12 00/N. Waddell ..... 8 00/Cannington..-. 9 95 ee ODE ao Aerie AO 
see iia hoe 7 00 eunren me ss. #0 06 rp ees rik ee 1] 00/Friend. Man. .... 1 00 Niagara, are ~ y MS 
filottsrme.ti ij 50 09 S- Plmyton...... SSCL: canes: 30 00 ‘ ; Seals 73 
Regina Ind. sel . 45 00 Deseronto gm bd 15 00| A. Leslie.... .... : 00 wee ete ce a3) penaineis ars 4 
Est.J.Rutherford370 5]|Glenmorris Mrs. M.N. Bethune 50 00|Sintaluta.... 2 00 Ru Ate. ited P 1 00 
Eramosa Jst.. 5 00|,_Buchanan....-. 15 09)/W. A. Cook...... 8 00|/Russell........... 600 Olds. rar Ate Au 
Mayfield.......... 400N. Luther....... 2 00/3. L. Murray... 8 00| Essa, Burns 1 30|Brooke. Chal... 28 
TiQUED eden Sors:0r 3 00|Stratford, Knox.200 00|J. H. MacVicar.. 24 00|H. Garafraxa.... 120 Moth SS ar 
Potham sone s.02% 1 09|Chater, ete....... 25 00/Dr. James....... 10 00/Ham.Central.... 50 00|Bs ee aie ete... 13 (0 
Broeklinosieus 5 00| Mont. St.Gabriel. 16 40)D. C. Johnson.. 8 00 Brigden.......... 246 hence a daalate- ; 80 
KnoxUolStuMSoc200 00 Beckwith........ © 00/Prof. Ross.. 8 00|Chater ete ane 5 00!Chat liga : Bari eoee oy 0 
‘Hattie Fraser.... 25 09/Glenmorris....... 18 55|D. McDonald 10 00/Donald MacKay. 80 00/B 5} i i Vinod te a 
Stanleyce ...... 8 00|Blytheswood. . 2 25|M. N. Bethune.. 25 00|Peterboro. St. ae 77 00 Col muy hte. 5 00 
Ore, St. And...... 2 00 C.E.S. 1 25/J.A. Anderson. 8 00\Mont. St. Gabriel. 10 00 elas ag 3 45 
Mont.Stanleyce.. 20 0u R. aa feces 9°00) Beckwith. ....... 5 00 $1773 6 
CONG. is eee 27 31 $33,472 93|A. McD. Haig .... . 00/Colquhoun....... 3 07 pee) 
er ae eee S00 Ae Moodie acre 8 00 pated, 
OLWOOUne tune : 51 a acHFarlane 94 11 26 
Springville....... 80 M. McLeod......- 8 00 a=. $1,363 04 FrencH EVAncgELIzA- 
ee St. A. 18 60 Be Poms AND a ee sees 12 00 Mini R TION Funp. 
entreville....... 2 11 RPHANS’ ’ Hindlayeaae. 50 00 misters’ Rates, 
et 8 62 Bi REND Mee Hee iy We RE 8 00 R realouttett poets $ cy 68 
ethesda 5 80 Collectio 3 J-A.Thompson 8 00) eporte - $1,483 25 rus 00 
Alnwick..... - 5 00 mes oC R. Knowles 133 70 Mae Scott ee 4 09 oe SPlmyton 5 00 
Wm.. Campbell 5 00 Reported........$640 76] R._Whellans..... Ogos MieNair..2hock . Fraser...... 275 
Mrs. Yule........ 10 (0 Brucefield........ 10 0o|J. Murray........ g 00|Dr-Robt.Campbell 9 00 Allan’ s Corners , 377 
Vernonville...... 8 0) Snow Road ..... 3 00\T. Fenwick ..... 4 00/8. Houston...... 0o|J. C. Campbell... 1 25 
Gratton 6.20. 10 00'McDonald....... 9 oo|L. Scanlan..... 8 00|J: McInnis. ..... 5 0g|/Avonbank........ 15 51 
Port Hope Ist.... 11 00'Elphin....,...... 2 00\5- C. Duclos 8 (old. A. pnd nOn 7 0o|Motherwell...... 14 80 
Port Dover....... 10 00'/Kippen ..... ..., 4 80|J- Mackie...... 8 vai A. McD. Haig.. 450 Esquesing, Union 4 75 
Vittoria 2: 2% 06 224 4 85|Three Rivers. ... 10 00|M. N. Bethune... 13 21|D- Cavell See 4 09/St- Louis deGonz. 33 75 
Simcoe: .fei0e 38 19.C0) Westen: ::.....2, 5 09|S. A. Carriere.... 8 00/W.M. Kay...... 3 75|Lhree Rivers.... 12 00 
ayuga...... v.+. 460/R. G. Harlock... 250/J-M. MacAlister 8 00/@-J. A. Thompson ; He Theodore. Wsand 5 00 
NGIAR« cosas cs 8 85|Innerkip ........ 55|J- A. Matheson.. 65 13/J- Mackie....... . Thames ville.. 5 34 
Caledonia........ 10 21/McKillop........ 7 00|R- _Moodie...... . 8 00/0. MacVicar.... 3 00 Halifax Chal.... 15 00 
Bartonsuwes ee: 377|Winthrop........ 7 0o\J- B. Duncan.... 8 00 Waterford, ete... “1 00 
Beamsville....... 8 00\Centre Bruce.... 200|D. MacVicar.... 8 00 $1543 25| Pleasant Bay ss. 2 50 
Saltfleet...-,.... 686/North Brant ce.. 300|/W-McConnell.... 40 00 Richmond Bay.... 4 00 
Ham. St. Johns . 8 00/Lancaster........ 20 00/E. A. MeKenzie.. 88 48 W.Riv, St. Marys 5 00 
Smithville....... SBiStaynenaes. ce: 5 00|H- Cameron.. .... 20 00) A pee error Sees 14 29 
De beA Ta ees ee e475 Latcanian.s.-.0 nee: 2 95|J. M. Crombie 8 00 SSEMBLY Funp. {Orwellss.... .... 9 00 
Hriondt ica. eee der 2'00|Bristol...... .---- 10 090|/H-_McKellar : GOlRenorted 81 J.N.McL. Orwell. 1 00 
Mrs. Chaplain. . 20 00/Dunblane........ IeStl\detlastie--....5%. 0 Braces jak 064 34)/Clifton........... i 25 
St. Catherines Ist 874|Edmonton........ 7 50|J- Carswell...... 3 00!Sn Te aati 5 00/Glenelg........ 6 00 
Metcalfe. . 4 50|Teeswater........ 18 00 aetane tv De ae “Cota 2 00/E, Riy. St. Mary’: s 8 00 
Calgary . 3 50| Basswood ce...... li 12 $3620 14 El. Le s Cors, 1 00|Gamebridge...... 9 33 
St. Columba gs. . 8 40\Ste. Therese.. .... 5 00 cates Kit ee kes 1 00)R.G. Harlock.... 6 00 
Lachute Henrys 45100 |(Gorriesa. secccd. oe 4 88 Se yee aT noe 3 00/Scotstown........ 50 
Chatham St.A... 8 00|Elmvale.. 5 (| AGED AND InrirM Miv- Mone nion 5 00 Innerkip Naavieho arate 3 30 
BeqRob. Ferguson100 00| Rat Portage..... 7 00 Isters Funp Mo mere Seeds 00)Mrs.S.McCarthy. 5 00 
Lun. Pleas. Val.100 00|Hullett.......... 6 00 aE St u 5 “de eile Hs McKellop........ i 00 
John MecDonald.. 1 00} Mrs. Bieven... Bae 2 00 Collectinnses ‘Allanvill 2 ahaa 2 25)Winthrop. ...... 8 00 
Jas? Clark oe 1 00|M. Lapper... 100 etc. a es - 115|)WmBrown,Caled. 50 00 
And.Johnson.... 5 00|Eramosa Ist...... 4 00|Reported... - $802 10 Turn ivers. eae: ue Quebec St. A.ce.. 5 00 
Beaehburg....... 70 00|Lynedoch........ 1 65|Brucefield.. - 25 00| Halifax Chi Lo ee 5 “|S. Luther. ....... 2 85 
Aylmeriss..; #2: .. 6 00|Louth..... AREOOe - 100/Snow Road...... 2 00| Waterford, a te. 1 Gol Friend. oe 
Ag peace oie ace “ei . a Moher cee 3 75|McDonald’s cors. 8 00 Ww. Riv. St. Mer 3 og ne Contonge... saa ée 
erlinwfms .-. etoalfern..45% 3 50/Hlphin......... : > 
Blackheath ce ... 6 00/Calgary.. ....... 60 MigvebineU acuen 350 Bee M arys i Me Re pai 
eoigin tne Soh a ENCE Willis... 5 00)Three Rivers..... 15 00\Canard.......... 3 00 Bort t Pere ee ae °0 
reenbank. euecaee enn Urine eee raqiotes ear yeeee ton .+ oOUU/Fort berry....... 6 
Sara Ross........ 5 00/Lachine.......... “98 50 a Harlock.... 2 50 Waltucs ce ‘Matt 3 peepee nae 
Orangeville...... 20 0 |Holstein. ....... 5 90/Cornwall,StJohns 40 00 Gace ines : 19 be Hpetee PO A i. 
Hillsburg ce. 5 00|/Orangeville...... 2 09|Scotstown..... Garnet WStTohns 10 ie Ge 
Erin ce, 1 00]Douglas, Creeford 200/Innerkip.... .... 95|Moore Ling. ns 10 OO} Jessie Archibald, 1 i 
ae ae 98 85 Quebec, Chal OlMeKillop oa eG iN@r se i i Cromarty ce.-.... 5 50 
ss 30 00|Cannington...... 12 25| Winthrop. . vssess B0d|Mokilion ae me 5 in gretagteene DEES 29 72 
TN fag Aeeek 10 00/Friend, Man...- 100)/W. Flamboro.... 205 Winthrop ee 5 00/1 i ae Meee % 5 
- - Ann’s..., § 00|Rev.F. Ballantyne 1 50-Ratho..... Snucodc 2 00/Crosshif]...- .... 1 00 Glencoe ce. Pe eee ce il 00 
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Ingersoll........ 44 45|Metcalfe. . 8 25'W. Flamboro..-. 15 00/R G Vaus 5 Al 40|Billines Bridge... $1 00 
Dunblane... - 5 00\Bigin.. 0+. 0+. 0.00 5 00 oe coos 7 75! McLeod Harvey. 14 00| Hon. G. Bryson.. 20 00 
Edmonton. ...... 500'Musq. Harbor... 325 Dundas Knox.... 81 70 D. ae AR . 20 00;/Cornwall Knox ce 5 00 
East Toront.o.... 500)N. Shore C.B.. 5 00,Ormstown....---- 93 06 Dr. Forrest. . 14 00/Wakefield. ...... 240 
Beverly.......... 800\JohnC, Mites Ohio 50 00: Campbellford m1 00 Beckwith. . 5 00 
Ste.Therese, etc... 183|Mrs.J.C.WDaly. 200) W. Flamboro.. 2s oy $254 75 Franktown ...... 5 00 
Gorri.cci2 04-9 428 Vanisleek Wil 88. a 00| Dandas. 22.5355. OOlof which $1403 is for|Lachine ..... 6 00 
Vancyr Zion ss 1 25|Mansfield........ 1 50 Tor. Knox..... "36 2llfnes and interest. = 
Klmvale.......... 2 50\Igna. Cockshutt -000 00 in Fut $44 00 
Moni, faekine,. 8017 seacnby wilt 13 6K C s stay 

on rskine,. Gal t Knox whims. NOX COLLEGE STU- . 
Merivale......... ae 00 7 ; 8S. 50 00 DENTS MISSIONARY Donations. Manirosa Cou 
Hullettzen-n- stn. 0 00;Merivale.... .... 65 OCIETY, wig T 
Carman: ..4 os... 8 35) Mayfield ss....... 23 50 Free tial iFe - ue reasurer. Rev, DrKing: 
Louth... +20 126|Mayfield.......+. 630|London 8t.A. ss..$10 00\Gummerside...... 300 Ordinary Fund. 
Pelham........ -- 100)Bethesda ss..-..- 400/New Glasgowss.. 2504 BR. . 500 
Mrs. Watt.....-- 3800)Alberton ss....... 200 sav ates W. Riv.St. Marys, 2.0¢|Burnside.... .... 13 00 
Per. Rev. W. M. Motherwellss. - | 37 00 H R. 100|Lreherne. . . 10 00 
gaa: a Wil see Gir or eat oe ss oa New Hepripes. Glenele’.. 22. vse 100 Balteoats. . a : vo Yt a 

inton, Willis. rafton 88.......- 9 ‘Logan, Lauder 0 
I. Seneca.. 2 00;Ormstown ss.---. 5) 00 Ormstown ce... . #25 00 Tigh to Dee, Dad, UO lenora 1 decid 0 00 
Lake Road....... 14 00;Cote des Neiges... 19 00 aol 1897. . 1643 52|/Sintaluta........ 7 00 
Orangeville....... 800)/M. Royal Vale... 322) Jpwisy MIssron. Mrs. Field, Win.. 25 00 
Douglas, Skee Eas 5 00/Dunwich, Duff... 200 he aor acknow-|Morden.......... 50 00 
Niagara,St.A.... 400/Mrs. A. Munn.... 500/N QJascow.Ont ss $2 50 edged in Nov. and] “ JBMcLaren 25 00 
Cannington...... 6 85|Mont.St.J.Bap.ss 3825 ears Dec. REcornDs included] Arrow R. -Er kis 5 00 
Friend, Man..... 100\Jarvisss...:...-- 10 00 in the above. Olds.. : 3 00 
Rev F. Ballantyne 4 00; Dereronto mb.... 20 00 Wolseley ‘alin ee 1 40 
Beverly.....-.+.- 2 05'Barton ss. ce --- 900 ‘Receipts. ep Lea. .... 10 30 

PO DUCTION § Fergus Mel. ss....- 50 00 Kno CoLLE Carman ..-).c..5 41255 

Teeswater........ 61 00 Underwood.... £00] Forthe month ofNov.by| ~~ GE Stu- Little Stony Mt 10 00 
Sintaluta. . . 200;Maxville........ 2080) Rey. P. M, Morrison,D,D.‘| DENTS’ Missionary |RevSW Thomson 20 00 
Campbellville. .. ano JEW, SF CRs seen 168|Agent at Halifax, Office, Socirry. Balgonie.......:. 2 00 
S. Plympton ce... 8 00 39 Duke Street.* Hoe ire te 25 00 
Mitchell Eyes ne? aiiecele 11 00 $2233 7] Reported. : . $602 62 Kenlis.. 4 00 
8. Fy pon es+- 11 00 . W MortimerClark 10 00 Abernethy....... 400 
Russell.....- eoee 18 00 —= ‘Receipts. 0. 8. Gzowski jr. é 09| Whitewood ...... 200 
Pe vest eees ies a §. 8. ComMITTEE. Pt. Edward ¢s.... 4 15|Fort moe aprelle. Ue 

ssa, Burns.. c Pipers ouglas 
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Colquhoun....... 2 62 oma oe ae eiopat Seaforth Istce .. 20 09 Andrew Allan “ 50 00 
Underwood...... 300] INDIAN FAMINE. |4yuichell from Ra spuiat Woo'lstockChalss 7 00 Geo.Gillies.Gana.250 00 
$5,914 42 Lin Sees oT ou to Dec. 22, 1097. Biith SLA. oa 7 1B 00 
oe ee SSOWOod VI 5 Al i ee Drummondvil 99 00! NorE.—Binbrooke to 
epi re thee 6 25| Minister’s Rates. ondv1l ce. '3.S. Committee $3.00 

PorNt AUX TREMBLES. Retieads Ee eae 5 00 jduseon BS sees sees 00s atoad of $2.00, as Te= 
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*Owing to accident, not of Mr. Morrison’s, his receipts do not appear this month. They will be in next issue, 
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FORM OF BEQUEST. 


“J leave and bequeath the sum of,—[the amount being written in words, not in 


eeeeersreresessesesese 


Fund of the Presbyterian Church in Canada,—(Here 


state whether Eastern or Western section)—and I declare that the receipt of the 


Treasurer for the time being, of the said......... ous 


sufficient discharge to my Estate and Executors.”’ 


eeeeeececce 


Fund, shall be a good and 


Published by authority of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
The Presbyterian Record, soc. yearly. Five or more, tu one address, 25c. each. 


The Children’s Record, 30c. yearly. Five or more, to one address, 15c. each. Subscriptions, 
at a proportionate rate, beginning at any time, not to run beyond Dec. 


Topic Card.—Including ‘‘ Uniform Topics’? and the General Assembly Committee’s “ Plan 
of Study.”’ Price 60c. per 100. Less than fifty, 1 cent each. Also, 


Booklet.—Containing ‘‘ Uniform Topics’? ‘‘ Daily Readings,’’ ‘‘Catechism,’’ and the Monthly 
Topics of the ‘‘ Planof Study.’’? Price $1.00 per 100. Less than fifty, 14% cents each. 


The Teacher’s Monthly.—For S.S. Teachers, and Training Classes. Price 50 cents per year- 
Four or more to one address, 40 cents per year. 


The Senior Quarterly.—For Senior Scholars and the Home Department. Price 15 cents per 
year. School subscriptions, 1o cents per year. 


The Intermediate Quarterly.—For Intermediate Scholars. Price 15 cents per year. School 
subscriptions, Io cents per year. 


The Senior Leaflet and The Intermediate Leaflet. 
Price 6 cents per year. 


Corresponding to the Quarteriies. 


The Primary Quarterly.—For the Little Folks; Illustrated. Price 15 cents per year. School 
subsciptions, 10 cents per year. 


The Primary Leaflet.—Corresponding to the Primary Quarterly. Price 6 cents per year. 
All orders and remittances for any of the above publications, but not for any others, to be 
addressed to 


Rev. E. Scott, PRESBYTERIAN OFFICES, Montreal. 


NoTE.—Payment, especially for S.S, Helps, should always be in advance; as these latter have to be paid for 
when printed, and they are not yet self-supporting, Please do not order any other publication from this office, 
as the above are the only ones entrusted to our care by the General Assembly. If other publications are wished, 
they can be ordered through any stationer, Class Registers and Superintendents’ Records, are published by 
C. B. Robinson, 5 Jordan Street, Toronto, from whom they can be ordered, 


NotE.—The Lesson Helps have not reached self-support. Until that is attained, itis necessary to limit the 
expenditure, so far as it can be done without impairing their efficiency. To this end, the two series, with and 
without the Scripture Lesson, have, in the meantime, been merged into one, containing the Scripture Lesson. 
Will those who prefer the Helps without the Lesson Text, kindly bear, for the present, with this effort to reach 
a paying basis, For the same reason the Two Series of Leaflets, cut and folded, have been merged into ore, cut, 


There are two little words in our lan- 
guage which T-alwaya wamired—try and THRIFTY HOUSEWIVES 
trust. And if you make your trials in the 
exercise oftrust in God, all will be well. Everywhere recognize how 


—Samuel Smiles. much can besaved by using aga 
THE MOST NUTRITIOUS Di nd fi 4 
EPPs’s _ Diamonday 


CRATEFUL—COMFORTINC. Dyes 
C °@) an, €Dy | And their superiority to all 
others. Oneten-cent pack- 


BREAKFAST AND SUPPER. age saves the cost of a new 

| gown, for it makes an old 

: one like new. Diamond 

fo. Dyes come in more than 

@ Af | forty colors, for dyeing 
CRYSTALS wool, cotton, silk or feath- ‘ 

W/Tonic Cereal; also ers. ~ They are easy to use and neither sun 


ur, AIN Diabetes Flour. nor soapsuds will make the color fade. 
ing Sampies Free. | Sold everywhere. Direction Book and 


Pamphiet ang 


Unrivaled in Am europe Ask Dealers, oF forty samples of dyed cloth sent free. 


BN. Y., USA. WELLs & RICHARDSON Co., Montreal, P.Q. 
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GLHANINGS. 


‘Revenge never yet repaired an injury.”’ 


It is not possible to wrong another with- 
out infiicting a greater wrong upon our- 
selves. 


In creation God shows us His hand, but 
in redemption God gives us His heart.— 
Adolphe Monod. 


A high ideal is a help to high life. The 
ideal the Bible places before us is the per- 
fection of the character of.Christ. 


I have often had occasion to observe that 
a warm blundering man does more for the 
world than a frigid wise man.—Richard 
Cecil. 


aa== 


Many, indeed, think of being happy with 
God in Heaven ; but the being happy with 
God on earth never enters their thoughts. 
—John Wesley. 


Between the great things we cannot do 
and the small things we will not do, the 
danger is that we shall do nothing.— 
Adolphe Monod. 


You will find some Christians, who know 
not whence their next bread isto come, 
speaking of the bounty of their God, while 
some others are repining in the midst of 
plenty.—Flavel. 


Sometimes I think I’ve been purified, 
and sometimes I think I’ve been petrified,” 
said the man who always measured his 
piety by his feelings. There are many like 
him. Joyful feelings is often a result of 
faith. But emotion is not faith. 


Whitefield used to advise students to 
enter their studies to become ‘great 
saints rather than great preachers.”’ 
These men know the root of ministerial 
power and usefulness. Know the Gospel, 
live on the Gospel, preach the Gospel. 


Be honest with yourself, whatever the 
temptation; say nothing to others that 


you do not think, and play no tricks with 
your own mind. Of all the evil spirits 
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‘Southern Railroad off the switch and out 
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abroad at this hour in the world, insin- 
cerity is the most dangerous.—J. A. Froude. 


Evil grows upon us as old age steals 
uponus. “Grey hairs are here and there 
upon him, and he knoweth it not,’? We 
are always looking at those who are older 
than ourselves, and counting ourselves 
young by comparison. Soalsothetempta- 
tion grows upon us to measure ourselves 
against those who are given to grosser 
forms ofevil than we are. 


“Never pray to Christ to have com-’ 
passion on the heathen world. He has 
had compassion. Hegave Hisblood for it. 
Hehas opened practically all the door by 
which it used to be closed against His 
Gospel. Heis now saying to His Church. 
‘It is for you to have pity on a lost, far-off 
world.’’? So writes an earnest advocate 
of missions. The doors are open! Is the 
Church ready to enter in ? 


— 


ON PROHIBITION. 


“Tf a man wants to drink whisky, that is 
his own  business,’’ says the soloon 
apologist. Let’s see. When Bob Poland 
and Coon Parker were drinking in Heflin, 
Ala, andin their spree ran acar ofthe 


on the main track down the grade, till it 
stopped ona high trestle, it became the 
Southern Railroad’s *‘ business.’” 

And whena loaded freight train came 
along and rushed into the car, causing a 
$100,000 wreck, destroying much valuable 
merchandise, it became the business of a 
great many merchants and shippers, as 
well as the railroad. 

And when three dead bodies were dug 
out from under the wreck, it became the 
business of some wives and orphans. 

And when the tax-payers are called 
upon to support the families whose natural 
providers have thus been suddenly taken 
away, it will become the business of 
several other people. 

One man’s drinking often becomes the 
business of several hundreds of thousands 
of people, and the man who can not per- 
ecive this fact ought to be sent at oncet» 
an institution for the education of the 
feeble-minded.— Sel. j 
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LIVERPOOL AND LONDON AND GLOBE 


INSURANCE COMPANY. 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS IN CANADA ? 
EDMUND J. BARBEAU, Esq., Chairman. 
W. J. BUCHANAN, Esq... Deputy Chairman. 

A. F. GALT, SAM’L FINLEY, ED. S. CLOUSTON. 
Available Assets, - - = $58,553,900 
Invested in Canada, - - - 2,110,000 

Mercantile Risks accepted at lowest current rates 
Dwelling Houses, Farm Properties and Churches insured 


at lowest terms. 
G. F. C. SMITH, 
Chief Agent and Resident Secretary. 
16 Place d’Armes, corner St. James St., Montreal. 


Ee, 


It is the resolute man who counts in life. 
Battles have to be fought, temptations have to be 
overcome, sorrows have to be endured, and com- 
petition has to be encouraged. Under such cir- 
cumstances, the weak and irresolute fail. Only 
he of nerve and force, of decided convictions, of 
will and determination, stands firm under strong 
pressure, and gains the prize set before him. 


Morton, Phillips & Co. 


Stationers, 
Blank Book Makers, 


ano Printers. sma 
3e 
1755 AND 1757 NOTRE DAME STREET, 


MONTREAL. 
PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF PRAISE, 


CONTAINING . 
122 SELECTIONS FROM THE PSALMS AND ABOUT 630 HYMNS. 


FULL ASSORTMENT 
From 8c., 102., 30c., 60c. ; Music Edition, 90c., $1.25. 


An edition containing the complete Psalter is also in 
preparation, notice of which will be given later. 


Early Orders Solicited, 


W. DRYSDALE & CO., 
232 St. James Street, Montreal. 


Francis H. Carysier, Q.C. C. J. R. BeTHuNE. 


CHRYSLER & BETHUNE, 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS, OTTAWA, CANADA. 


\ FAVORABLY KNOWN SINCE 1826 PP 
Bir HAVE FURN/SHED 35.000 3 
IHURCH, SCHOOL & OTHER PUREST BES 
MENEELY & Ca., een j N 


THE ONTARIO MEDICAL COLLEGE FOR WOMEN, LIMITED, 


For Calendar, etc., apply to 
DR. D, J. GIBB WISHART., Registrar, 


1 Sumach Street, TORONTO. 


St. Margaret’s College 


TORONTO. 


A Collegiate School for Girls in the finest Residental part 
of Toronto. 
Board of Management: 

Rey. G, M. Milligan, M.A., D.D., old St. Andrew’s Church, 
Toronto, President. 

J. K. Macdonald, Esq., Man.-Dir. Confederation Life 
Association, Toronto, Vice-President, 

Rey. Louis H. Jordan, M.A.,BD., St. James Square 
Church, Toronto. 

George Dickson, M.A., late Principal, Upper Canada Col- 
lege, and Hamilton Coll, Inst, 

Mrs. George Dickson, Lady Principal, St. Margaret’s Col, 


ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT under teachers of the highest 
Academic and professional standing, 

MUSICAL DEPARTMENT, under teachers trained by the best 
European masters, 

ART DEPARTMENT, including classes in drawing from 
Casts, painting (water colors and oils), art needle 
work, china painting, pen and ink sketching, etc., is 
under the direction of L. R. O’Brian, R.C.A, 

DOMESTIC SCIENCE classes are taught by specialists. 

Staff of 26 teachers, 7 of whom reside in the college, 
Thorough supervision of pupils’ studies. Modern meth- 
ods of instruction. Complete equipment, large grounds. 

For circulars, apply to 

Mrs. George Dickson, Lady Principal, 
St. MARGARET’S COLLEGE, Toronto, 


Che Typpewriterium... 


If you want to buy a Typewriting machine, one that 
will turn out good work; or, if your own needs repair- 
ing, Ishallbe pleased to make an estimate for furnishing 
you with a perfect typewriter. Old machines re-built, 
improved or purchased. If you want supplies of any 
make of typewriter, ring up TELEPHONE 1176 and 
the goods will be promptly delivered. 


PRESBYTERIAN LADIES’ COLLEGE, 


OTTAWA, 


(Formerly COLIGNY COLLEGE), 
President, - Rey. W. T. Herriper, B.D. 
Principal, - Miss Jessy Moncrierr McBratney. 


The Curriculum provides a carefully graded course of 
instruction from the Kindergarten up to University 
Matriculation. 

Music, Art, Elocution, Physica] Culture and Deportment, 
Needlework, and Cookery are taught by Specialists. 

Instruction in the Music Department is after the 
methods of the best German schools. 

The Art Department offers courses in Drawing from the 
Cast. Painting in Oiland Water Colour, Pastel, Miniature 
and China Painting. 4 

Eight of the fourteen members of the teaching staff 
reside in the College and supervise the pupils’ studies. 

Application for Circular and for admission may be made 
to the Principal. 


WELDON & McLEBAN, 


ST. JOHN, N. B., 


Solicitors to the Bank of Montreal and the Canadian Pacific Ry. 
SPECIAL ATTENTION GIVEN TO COLLECTIONS. 


S. GREENSHIELDS, 
SON & CO. 


fey MONTREAL, 
VARNISHE D CENERAL Dry Coops MERCHANTS, 


ON WHIGH THE GOODS 
ARE WRAPPED.~ 


Sole selling Agents in Canada 
for Priestley’s Celebrated Dress 
Fabrics and Cravenettes. 
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MAKING THE BEST OF LIFE. 


Two questions rule the world. 

1, What shall I do for self; where go; for 
bread, or gain, or fame? Asa rule that which 
seems to offer most of these decides 

But in most cases men do not get what they 
hope for. The distant shines. 


women see the ill of what is near and do not see 


he choice. 
As arule men and 


its good ; while the good of the far off seems a 
great deal more than it really is, and the ill is not 
seen. 

Hosts rush to the gold fields. 
tunes ; hundreds get something ; 
thousands lose all. The gainers and their gain 
are told world wide; the losersand their loss sink 
out of sight. 

What a book, if the other side were told ! 

A. had a snug farm ; no debt; made a fair liv- 
ing. He took the gold longing ; gota loan, spent 
five years in Yukon, came home broken in health; 
no money, big mortgage, farm run down, boys 
idle and bad, wife worn and heart sick, may be 
dead. 

B. a young man with good trade and something 
in the bank for a dark day. He drew it out, 
went to the gold fields. Ten years there, could not 
get back, an old man while yet young; drinks 
when he can get it, body and soul in ruins. A 
few years more, gone, lost ! 

C made money, spent it in fast living, is now a 
wreck in fortune, health, and morals. 

D, E, F, gathered all they had to take them 
there. They are working for wage as they can 
get it, and faring as best they may. They long 
for home, in vain. 


Fill up to Z. 


A few make for- 
and tens of 


The same is true in some measure in other lines 
of life. 
from country to city, from farm to ‘fortune’? 
One gets rich. His name and wealth are widely 
told. A few make a fair living. More drag out 
a weary life of heart-sick care and toil, with little 
of the comfort in life that they had before them 
at the first ;and that the farmer, though poor, 
enjoys. 

And the one who gets rich, what of it? If self 
be the aim, he spends a life of toil and care, and 


There is a steady stream of the young 


then in five or ten years leaves it all and goes out 
to begin again in another world, taking nothing 
with him but the character he has formed. 


2. What can Ido for others ? A good question. 
None can make the best of life who lives for self. 
Here too the near is often lost sight of, and the 
far off is longed for. 


‘“What I would do if I had control of the 
world’s politics, business, religion!” Such thought 
is good, and the way to carry it out is to do it 
in the little world of which one has control. 


Few can be helpful to the world on a large 
scale, but every man can purify his own politics 
and business and religion and bring his influence 
to bear upon his neighbor. 


The most useful men in the world to-dayare not 
the great leaders, but the men and women who by 
faithful life and work, in the littlesettlements that 
make up a great country, are living and working 
for truth and right. The most useful class of 
Christians are those who in their families and in 
their little Sabbath school and church are helping 
to make their own corner of the world purer and 
better, and thus making the best of life. 
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Our home Work. 


Among the Chinese in Montreal there are six- 
teen: Sabbath Schools. 
schools is 25 scholars and 22 teachers. 


The average size of these 
‘Che ycon- 
tributions of the schools for the past year for our 
Foreign Mission works were $463.57. Besides 
this there were other sums given directly in con- 
nection with the Mission and in consequence of it, 
amounting to $792.36; making a total of $1155.87. 

Find the maise in the picture of the new 
The 
lean-to against the church at the right hand side 
of the picture, represents it, being the pastor’s 
bedroom and study. The church was built in a 
few weeks and dedicated 12th Dec., free of debt. 

At the left of the picture is Rev. R. M. Dickey, 
at the right Rev. A. 8. Grant. They will both 
perhaps push on for the Klondike, now that Rev. 
Mr. Pringle isappointed, and leave the latter in 
charge at, Skaguay. 


church at Skaguay, given on another page. 


A lady writes of the Montreal W. M. 8. :— 
** Auxiliaries are reported having mother’s prayer 
meetings in connection with those for business 
relating ts their work. The mothers of the 
church meet together, perhaps but the two or 
three, as a beginning, pleading with God, with all 
the earnestness of the mother heart for blessings 
upon the children, their hope, the hope of the 
church, for the extension of its work of regenera- 
tion and evangelization at home anc 
the world.” 
answer. 


‘unto all 
Surely such prayer will not fail of 


A French lady missionary among the poor in 
Montreal tells how the nuns lay up merit and 
teach the people to do so :— 

‘‘A poor woman, Roman Catholic, whom I 
visited, told me that the nuns encourage them to 
beg, and impose it upon them as a duty, telling 
them that Jesus had begged from door to door 
when He was on earth; and that if they did so, 
they would only be doing an act of humility, and 
meritorious in the sight of God; an act that 
would do much towards their salvation. 

I tried to make plain to her Christ’s mission on 
earth, and His promise, which was not only for 
the life to come but for the present life. ‘‘ Seek 
ye first the kingdom of God and His righteous- 
ness, and cll these things shall be added unto 
you.’ I told her that I had never seen a true 
Christian and follower of Jesus begging bread 
from door to door. Sheanswered, ‘‘I have never 
seen a Protestant begging, and they seem to live 
better than we do,” 


MARCH 


STATE OF THE FUNDS, EAST. 


Receipts for 1896-97 1897-98 
Foreign Missions.....2 0.5. $22,661.83 $22,298.32 
iHome Missions: seme 11,797.68 10,311.46 
Augmentation.......... ...... 4,300.18 3,863.15 
Collevaatt. nh awe. tote 8,429.43 8,190.21 
Aged Ministers. .....c1s00s5+0-. 2,593.00 2,453. 12 

ESTIMATE FOR 1897-1898. 
Foroten 7 Missi0ng,-.s.c1, access cote ener $33,000. 00 
Home IMIssIOTLS clderys « eUeene ne eee ee 19,000.00 
Augmentation. .ce-mss.teencesat ar sae Moeeseees 10,500.00 
ColleGer ne nc<sccteecctataces ates etme aameme 12,000.00 
Aged and Infirm Ministers....0.......0.02. 3,600.09 


The accounts will close March 3lst, 1898. 
Large contributions must be received in March in 
order to avoid a greatly increased debt. 

$2,000 out of $3,000 needed for Korea are on 
hand—they are included in the Foreign Mission 
figures given above. The Home Mission figures 
include gifts to North West. 

P. M. Morrison, Agent. 
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N. H. TRAINING INSTITUTION, FOR 1897. 


The New Hebrides may not become a 
university centre, but most of the world’s univer- 
sities had a smaller beginning than has the New 
Hebrides Training Institution for native workers, 
teachers, preachers, etc.; of which Rev. Dr. 
Annand has charge on Tangoa. It is quite a family 
institution, as many of the students are married, 
and their wives are with them. These also are 
taught by Mrs. Annand, and Mrs. Lang, and to- 
gether with their husbands learn some of the 
ways of civilization. 

Writing on the 13th of January, Dr. Annand 
says :—‘‘ The number of students in attendance is 
65,—wives 21,—children 10,—equal to a family of 
96. 

Their conduct during the year has been very 
commendable, and the progress made nas given 
All the lads who came to us 
as church members, were received unto fellowship 


us encouragement. 


after seeing their behaviour and hearing their re- 
quests. The spiritual life of the school is very 
gratifying to all of us. 

Numbers more are wishing to come to the 
Institution, so the time has now come ~yhen we 
need an assistant lady teacher; but as. yet we 
cannot see our way to the appointment of one as 
our funds are not forthcoming. At the present, 
moment we havea debit balance of about £60) 
sterling. 


1898 - 
SKAGUAY, CHILKOOT, KLONDIKE. 


Uncouth names all, fit for Indians and wil- 
derness. But gold, like charity, covereth; and 
multitudes with goldendreams are gathering there. 

Many young mea of good morals and habits are 
going. But all the more nced for mission work, 
to save these men from sin; for there will be 
multitudes versed in all evil, and making gain by 
men’s ruin. The drink shop, the gambling saloon, 
and the brothel, foul trinity of ill, will abound, 
and, if left uncared for, multitudes of young men 
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Mr. Grant has been sent more recently and will 
probably occupy Skagway in the meantime ; while 
Mr. Dickey pushes on to Dawson city and the 
Klondike, a tramp of some six hundred miles over 
the frozen snow. 

A third, Key. John Pringle, formerly of Port 
Arthur, has just been appointed by the H. M. Com- 
mittee. 

More men, and means to send them, are 
urgently needed; for there will be a number of 
mining centres, witu ‘‘somebody’s boys” in all 
of them, to keep and save from going astray. 


NEW CHURCH AT SKAGUAY, DEDICATED 12th DEC., ’97, FREE OF DEBT. : 


from good homes, and of hitherto clean, pure, 
lives, ‘‘somebody’s boys,” will fall victims. 

Of the greatest importance, therefore, is that the 
church be on the spot from the first, that it may 
give visibility to good, remind our boys, ‘‘ some- 
body’s boys,” of home and heaven, and help to keep 
them from the way that goeth down to death. 

Two men, Rev. R. M. Dickey and Rev. A. 8S. 
Grant, have gone. Mr. Dickey was first sent, and 
reached Skagway, where within a few weeks he 
had a church built, chiefly by the work and con- 
tributions of the people, and opened 12th Dec. 


Most of these missions will soon become self 
supporting, for money will be plentiful and miners 
are generous ; but the cost of getting men to the 
field and beginning work will be considerable. 
The Home Mission Committee has*no spare funds 
for this purpose. They have accordingly issued 
an appeal fora special offering. They ask all 
who wish to help in saving ‘‘somebody’s boys” 
perhaps their own boy, from the snares around 
them, to send their offering at once, for this pur- 
pose, to Rev. Dr. Warden, the agent of the church, 
Presbyterian Offices, Toronto. 
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THAT CHRISTMAS BATTLE. 


It was in Skaguay, at the head of tide naviga- 
tion,at the entrance to one of the mountain passes 
leading to the Klondike, where already there is 
quite a town, of 2,000 people. It was a strife 
between good and bad, for men. Evil abounded. 
Temptations to sin were on every hand. 

But evil did not have all its own way. Mr. Dickey 
was there, and some splendid men and women as 
co-workers. And they got up a Christmas enter- 
tainment in the new church, as a counter attrac- 
tion to the saloons and dance houses. 

A letter to the Westminster, says of it: 

‘““The great event of the day, so far as the 
Christians were concerned, was the Christmas 
tree. For weeks past the children had been 
under tho careful training of* Mrs. Strong, a lady 
of rare tact and great skill in the management of 
children. 

The ladies, with the assistance of a few gentle- 
men, decorated the church and tree in a tasteful 
The Star of Bethlehem hung above the 
platform, Wnderneath it a great scroll, 22 feet 
long, was unrolled, bearing the words-—-‘‘ Glory 
to God in the Highest,” and underneath it a neat 
banner with ‘‘The King has Come.” There were 
a number of mottocs around the walls. The 
whole church was festooned with evergreens. 

The tree was the great centre of interest. It 
was a eraceful drooping fir tree, and on it was a 


manner. 


present for every child in Skaguay, now about 
fifty in number, 

Among the presents were two Klondike dolls, 
dressed in fur from heud to heel, one for the 
pastor and one for the contractor cf the church, 
Mr. C. Broomfield. The pastor was also the 
recipient of a purse from the Ladies’ Aid Society, 
and three lacics presented a handsome chair and 
table for the platZorm. 

The church was filled to overflowing—not half 
of those present could find seats, though addi- 
Many were turned 
away unable to get in at all. The verdict of all 
who had the good fortune to enjoy the first 
Christmas tree in Skaguay is that it was a great 
success. It was a strong resisting force to the 
attractions of evil on every side. For here, as 
elsewhere, the devil’s agents try to prostitute our 
great Christmas festival and make it a day of de- 
bauchery. One saloon even went so far as to 
give a free turkey dinner to everyone who came.” 

None but He who knows the heart, can tell 
how much good was done by that one gathering, 
with its pleasant and hallowed associations. Men 
would not care to leave such a place and go to the 


tional seats had been secured. 


of $900. 
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saloon, or worse. It would bring memories of 
home and goodness to many a one, and would 
make him a better, stronger, man. 


MINISTERS’ WIDOWS’ AND ORPHANS’ 
FUND, WEST. 


In the multiplicity of appeals that are being 
made in connection with the work of the Church, 
there is a danger of overlooking the claims 
of the Ministers’ Widows’ and Orphans’ 
Fund. The Committee require from congrega- 
tions this year for this Fund fully fifty per cent. 
more than was got last year. 

The question may naturally be asked, ‘‘ How 
does this arise”? In reply to such a question it 
may be stated that last year a large amount of 
arrears of interest was collected, so that the 
revenue from this source was $2,000 in excess of 
the normal annual revenue from interest. 

Not only was there a large amount of arrears of 
interest collected last year, but also a large 
amount of arrears in ministers’ rates, so that the 
receipts from this source were about $1,000 in 
excess of the average amount annually. 

Then the Committee last year received a legacy 
This year none such has been received. 
It will be seen, therefore, that about $4,000 of the 
revenue of last year was derived from exceptional 
sources. 

It should also be stated that the number of 
annuitants has increased, so that the expenditure 
will this year be greater than that of last. 

The Assembly gave discretionary power to the 
Committce to reduce the annuities. It will be 
necessary to exercise this power unless there are 
funds suficient, as the Committee will not go 
into debt. The present annuities are so small 
(that cf a widow being only $150. per annum) that 
it will not be to the credit of the Church should it 
be necessary to reduce the amount. 

At the present date, it would seem as if the 
revenue would be $3,000 short of the requirement. 
If this prove to be the case, a reduction of $30 
from the amount paid to each annuitant, will be 
necessary. This can be obviated if every congre- 
gation of the Church were to forward a contribu- 
tion on behalf of the Fund. There are doubtless 
many private members of the Church who will 
gladly avail themselves of the privilege of sending 
a special contribution, so as to render unnecessary 
the reduction of the annuity. ‘‘ Pure religion and 
undefiled before God and the Father is this, ‘ To 
visit the widow and fatherless in their affliction,’ 
etc.” 

All contributions should be forwarded to Dr. 
Warden, prior to the 3lst March, when the books 
close for the year. 
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STATE OF THE FUNDS, WEST. 


The Rev. Dr. Warden, agent of the church 
(Western section) sends us (23rd Feb’y) the fol- 
lowing statement, showing the amount of money 
still required for each scheme of the church, in 
order to end the year free from debt :- - 


PB Ttitties ATLISSTOTIS. 04.000 ves casees ese odes sche s soca piers $16,500 
PAT OMAONUAULON cic isis sane sdesoasoceseerundeneo) 9,000 
Tee De TISSI OTIS 02-6 ces > cosesse¥so-2°ch.00e= 18,500 
French Evangelization........+ssssscces cessor 8,000 
PeOinte- alike FEM DIES f205..0. .os5 re adi sa secisosies’ 6,250 
Ministers’ widows’ and orphans’.........0. 5,000 
Aged and infirm ministerS.........sseeseees. 9,500 
PANU REVEL UIING Sees os nesta ther trian ssc.ss ts 1,500 
PONG EO OU EC ON cree nsedcscce snes stern, tensence ss. 6,250 
Presbyterian College, Montreal ..... ....... 4,800 


The year ends on Thursday, 31st March, on the 
evening of which day the books close. On the 
21st Feb. nearly one half of the congregations of 
Ontario and Quebec had not contributed to one or 
more of the Schemes of the Church, and this not- 
withstanding the fact that: only some five weeks 
remain till the close of the Church year. 

This is doubtless due, in many cases, to neg- 
lect or oversight upon the part of Congregational 
or Missionary Treasurers. It is hoped that 
ministers will make a point of seeing that the 
contributions are forwarded without delay, so 
that the year may close without debt in every 
Scheme, and also that there may be no disap- 
pointment when the receipts are published for 
distribution throughout the Church. 


AUGMENTATION, WEST. 


The following by Rev. Dr. Campbell speaks for 
itself. We would ask for it a sympathetic and 
liberal hearing. What is done should be done 
quickly as the accounts close on the 3lst of 
March. 

‘‘Carefully made estimates indicate the danger 
of a deficit at the close of the year. This means: 
1. A cut of say $15 to $20 from the amount pro- 
mised to each minister of an augmented charge. 
2. Contraction instead of the looked for expan- 
sion at the work in the North West. 3. Addi- 
tional burden instead of the expected relief to the 
Home Mission Committee in its work. 

We refuse to believe that our people will fail to 
provide against this threatened danger, when it 
is considered that 5 cents a family would more 
than make the provision. Oniy let each minister 
present the case to his congregaticn and Sabbath 
School and Young Peoples’ Society and it is 
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certain that all will be well. I do not ask for 
specials so much as that something should come 
from every congregation, school, or society. 


R. CAMPBELL. 
RENFREW, Feb. 18th, 1898. 


AGED MINISTERS’ FUND, WEST. 


While a few of our ministers are liberally pro- 
vided for, yet with the salary that the majority of 
them receive, and the demands that are made 
upon them, it is scarcely possible for many of 
them to make provision for sickness orage. It 
is theretore only reasonable that a moderate pro- 
vision should be made for them when from infirm- 
ity or old age they have to cease active work. 

We demand of them that they be open hearted 
and open handed, leaders in religious and benevo- 
lent work, and bearing their full share of all de- 
mands that are made for such work, and yet, in 
many cases, we do not give them the means to do 
it, not to speak of making provision for old age. 

If this be so, and if their lives be given for the 
public good, then it is not merely fitting or gener- 
ous, that they should receive help, but it is their 
due. Their lives have been given for the church, 
and the church should make some provision for 
them when they are no longer able to work. 

Further, the minister himself pays his rates to 
this Fund, and itis only fair and right that we 
should do our part in sustaining it. 

In the West there are eighty-seven annuitants 
upon the Fund and entitled to benefit. The major- 
ity of them have given over thirty years of active 
service, and a number have given forty years and 
more, 

To give to these eighty-seven the annuity pro- 
vided by our rules, from $200 and $250 each per 
year, and to meet the deficit of $1,800 from last 
year, will require $22,336.70. The receipts from 
interest, and ministers’ rates, will amount to 
$8,200, leaving about $14,000 to be raised by the 
congregations of our church in the West. 

Tf less than this sum is given it will mean the 
cutting down of the annuities, and consequent 
hardship and possible suffering to not a few of 
our old ministers. 

At present the Fund is very far from what it 
should be to meet these demands. If there is not 
a liberal response during March, the very modest 
allowance to our old ministers will have to be re- 
duced. Let all that can be given to prevent such 
aresult, beforwarded to Dr. Warden, Toronto, 
before the end of March, as the accounts of the 
Fund close that date. 
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Our Foreign Missions. 


Rey. Dr. and Mrs. Annand have been having a 
short furlough to Australia and New Zealand, 
and return from Sydney, the first of April, to 
their Island home, and their family of ninety-six. 


Our mission field is not without its veterans. 
The Mortons have been thirty years in Trindad, 
and the Grants twenty-seven years. Our three 
New Hebrides Mission families, the Mackenzies, 
Annands, and Robertsons ; the Campbells in India, 
and the Mackays in Formosa, have been a quarter 
of a century in their respective fields, doing our 
May they be Mosaic in strength and 
vision until translation comes. 


work for us. 


In aletter from Rev. J. Fraser Campbell, Rut- 
lam, Central India, just received, he says: ‘‘ I 
expect to baptize several of the boys shortly.” 
It is well to get the old, but when the young are 
won for Christ it means a life of work for others. 
Mrs. Campbell was very 

The strain and the work 


Sad news he has too. 
ill for a length of time. 
in connection with the famine waifs, and the great 
amount of sickness among the natives, proved too 
much for her strength. She is now better, but 
while a quarter of a century of mission work has 
had its effect on India, it has told on the worker. 
But the strength has been spent ina glorious 


Cause. 


MAKING MISSION HISTORY. 


An important page of history did our Foreign 
Mission Committee, Eastern Division, write at 
their meeting in Truro, N.S., on Feb. 16th. 
They appointed the first missionaries sent by our 
Church to Korea. 


Rev. W. J. Mackenzie, who founded the mis- 
sion, was one of our own men, and was supported 
by individual contributions from friends ; but at 
that time the Church could not see its way to 
making an appointment, and he went forth on 
his own responsibility. 

His brief devoted lifeand sad death are known. 
The Church is now taking up the work which he 
laid down, and the Foreign Mission Committee 
has appointed to Korea,Mr. Robert Grierson, M.D, 
and Mr. W. R. Foote, graduates of the Presby- 
terian College, Halifax. They expect to leave for 
their field in May. 


But this was not all. There was before the 
Committee, at the same time, an offer from Mr, 
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Duncan MacRae, a senior student at the same 
college, to go to Korea ; and all he asked was a 
ticket to carry him there and the authorization of 
the Committee. Accompanying this offer’ was a 
guarantee of support for several years from the 
students of the College. As the cost of outfit and 
travel would amount to between four and five 
hundred dollars, and the Foreign Mission Fund 
is already in debt and is assuming a new and 
large increase of work ; it was decided not to 
make the appointment at that time but to lay the 
facts before the Church, and ask special gifts for 
this purpose. Dr. Morrison will be glad to 
receive such so that the appointment may be 
made at the meeting of the Committee in April. 


TRAINING PREACHERS IN INDIA. 


The Presbytery of india is trying to train up 
up a native ministry. They realize that if ever 
India is to be evangelized it must be by native 
agency. They are training suitable young men 
as fast as they can get them, setting them to 
work as catechists and teachers, and: gathering 
them for six weeks at some central station for a 
term of instruction. 


Rev. W. A. Wilson, who first had the junior 
class for six weeks, and then the senior for a sim- 
ilar term, writes :— 


‘With the former a good deal of time was 
the study of questions 39 to 66 
in the Shorter Catechism. 
devoted to 
nection 


spent in 
Some time was 
Scripture Geography, in con- 
with Bible incidents and events. A 
start was also made on the subject of the Messi- 
anic prophecies. At the close, examinations were 
held in all these subjects with good results. — 


They went again to their work and the Seniors 
came. Mr. Campbell gave instruction in the 
Epistle to the Romansand the subject of miracles, 
but owing to family affliction could not be present 
as much as he would Like. 


I spent four or more hours daily with them. 
Special attention was given to the study of the 
Moral Law, its nature, its far-reaching applica- 
tion and its sanctions. The first five command- 
ments were made the basis of study. A portion 
of time was given to the study of the Epistle to 
the Ephesians. Some of the heathen systems and 


their refutation were also considered. 


The members of ‘the class helped in preaching 
and evangelistic services, while gathered here, 
and at the close returned again to their work. I 
trust that the result of the classes will be in- 
creased efficiency in the work of the Kingdom,” 
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TRINIDAD, 1897, GENERAL SURVEY. 


This year, we had pleasure in welcoming to 
Trinidad, Mrs. MacRae, who joined the staff for 
the first time ; Miss Fisher, who returned from 
furlough ; and Mr. Harold Clark, who arrived in 
August to take charge of the Training School. 

At the annual examination in April, four 
students and took charge of schools. 
During the year, seven new school houses and 
seven teachers’ houses were built, and four school 


‘* passed ” 


houses enlarged. | 

In addition to this, ‘‘ Oriental Hall” was pur- 
chased and filled up for the San Fernando school. 
It has been a heavy undertaking, but had become 
advisable, as the school had out-grown its old 


quarters, and its numbers and noise invaded both 


the Manse and College premises. 

Through the severe depression in sugar, this 
Mission received from sugar proprietors some- 
what less than in 1896. This arose from no de- 
crease of interest in our work, but was solely due 
to adverse circumstances. We accept the result 
with regret, which is chiefly for our friends in 
their anxious struggle, and, in sincerely thank- 
ing them all for good will.and help in the past, 
express the earnest hope that brighter days are in 
the near future. 

We acknowledge with much pleasure a dona- 
tion of £100 stg. from Mr. George Cadbury, and 
£100 stg. from Mr. Richard Cadbury ; also £10 
stg. from a friend. 

These donations enabled us to provide a new 
school-house at Maraccas, and otherwise maintain 
and extend our work. 

The following are the statistics for the year :— 


iepadian Missionaries... 6), a8 oa ss. 5 
Ordained snablves. ..- secokeua- . eco. ot. 4 
Se) Os TC ac lara eR Pa ded oe ie ee 50 
ESL BANO WET Me haat Besck Sheps sie: 10 
BEG a Oecd fat RU a= 0 LOAN TB One OOean een oa 167 

ty GUO eames otal ay een 213 

fe COLE Umeneer Len ener sea - 380 
INS IV ACH Slt Nee TNA ee OSE 8). 88 
Wanadiantlady teachers... 2h sic Wy. fear <g 4. 
SLT OR MS lee oe Dery ire Ro es act cents 56 
Boys on Roll (average quarterly.......... 3,077 
Cirigk ons ES i adh at ae Fab 1,323 
Total a * SO anes. ot 4,400 
Average daily attendance..............++... 2,500 
Total enrolled for the year.:....4......... 6,097 
REED NICATIUSS so. css rvascrccs st ctovges acest, 621 
BO AUIF BCHOOIS: .caclesct nese ttacratdesssscces 67 
“Ure UNCC hy eae eslegss eaiiees bares ange Sere Piarey. ae 3,042 
PMO NOTA COs s 515 ys Uen no tne nuance esas «ay 1,904 
Contributed Li, DEODTICbOTS.<cecntet o-. 50 . $1726,00 
Contributed by native church............. 3750.00 
fverce per COMMmunicant... 0 6... .s ene eee: 6.04 


Comparing the above statistics with those of 
the previous year nearly every item shows sub- 
stantial increase. 
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This is gratifying, as it shews that, in spite of 
hard times, there is no backward tendency. 
Thanks are hereby tendered to proprietors of 
Estates and their representatives, and to all other 
friends of our Mission for their courtesy and aid. 
ALFRED W. THOMPSON, 
Sec. Mission Council. 


THIRTY YEARS IN TRINIDAD. 


REV. DR. MORTON’S THIRTIETH ANNUAL REPORT. 


The health of all your agents in this (Tunauna) , 
District has been for the most part satisfactory. 

The two ordained natives, Revs. Paul Bhuk- 
han and Andrew Gayadeen have proved faithful 
and diligent, thus giving much satisfaction. 
The latter spent nearly a month in visiting every 
station in St. Lucia and helping on the work 
there. The field was new to him but the people 
everywhere received him with respect and enjoyed 
his ministrations. 

Some few changes have been made among the 
catechists and teachers, in the interests of discip- 
line and efficiency, and two new teachers were 
received from the Training School, having 
passed the necessary examination. 

Miss Blackadder has completed her twenty-first 
year as a teacher in Trinidad. Over fifteen years 
she has taught in my district, working in har- 
mony with all our proposals and arrangements for 
the advancement of the w ork, a friend as well as 
a fellow-worker. 

Two new school houses have been built ; one at 
Maracas, in which I was gr éatly aided by the 
generous donation of £100 from George Cadbury, 
Esq. ; and another at Woodbrook ; 
which members of Grey Friars’ congregation, 
Port of Spain, contributed $227.71. I hope 
shortly to get assistance from Government to 
both these schools. 

Tacarigua, Tunapuna school 


houses have been enlarged.’ Towards the former 
object Miss Blackadder collected $311.85 ; and 
from Oct. Ist the government agreed to an in- 
crease of $14.00 rental per “month, on the three 


towards 


=and- Caroni 


buildings. 

I also purchased a piecé if land with a tempor- 
ary building at Guaico, a station on the extension 
of the Arima Railway, four*miles from Sangra 
Grande, of which district it' forms a part. The 
local catechist ‘conducts'a Séhool part of the day 
at this place; but, for the present, it is not 
counted as one of our schools. 
extension was opened in’ August to a point two 
miles beyond Guaico, which prepares the way for 
further extension of our work into the interior, 


This Railway 
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In close touch with the work of catechists and 
teachers, that of our female agents, ‘‘Women’s 
Work for Women,” is too narrow a groove for 
Trinidad. The girls become women so quickly 
they must be taken hold of early. As intimated 
in my last year’s report the Girls Home was 
closed for a time ‘‘ to give Mrs. Morton some re- 
lief from the confinement, and allow a new 
set of girls to come forward.” It has therefore 
been in recess during 1897. Mrs. Morton con- 
tinued her Bible Class for advanced children in 


school and took up also the service and singing.’ 


It was a partial change but not even a partial de- 
crease of work. The number of girls in average 
attendance has doubled, and a very special 
interest has been awakened in the sewing, singing, 
and Bible class, with excellent results from a 
missionary point of view. 

Three paid Bible women have been on our list 
of workers for the year, all of whom have done 
well. Fanny Subaran did special work in a 
back street of Tunapuna, teaching a Hindi class 
for both boys and girls ; and Deborah Talaram, in 
Port of Spain, had special charge of work in the 
House of Refuge. 

Twenty-two places in this district had service 
every Sabbath and eight others less regularly. 
My work has been to conduct, on an average, 
more than three services on Sabbath and others 
during the week ; to superintend the work of the 
native agents and teachers ; to look after finance 
and buildings ; and to give advice and medicine 
to the sick. This last isa means of usefulness 
which I would like to extend, especially in some 
of the outlying and unhealthy districts. It can- 
not be doubted that it is a very effective means of 
alleviating human distress and a valuable aid to 
mission work. 

Looking back over the past thirty years one can 
see how the whole problem of the East Indian in 
Trindad has developed and extended ; from 
25,000 on Sugar Estates, to, say 85,000, scattered 
over the whole Island, and coming to the front in 
many ways. | | 

An average yearly increase of 2,000 immigrants 
from India, and the return of about 600 to India, 
has made the problem of mission work in Trinidad 
unicue. 

Several of our reliable Christians leave yearly for 
India, carrying with them certificates and intro- 
ductions. That fact has its own significance. 
On the other hand the influx of fresh immigrants, 
and the steady movement of the people out into 
new settlements, gives our mission an ever- 
enlarging sphere of action. 

There is no finality in the problem before us. 
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Even should sugar fail, and Indian Immigration 
cease, a very wide and inviting field would remain 
in which, as never before, industrial and social 
problems would confront our mission, in connec- 
tion with the religious life of the people. 

Over the work of the past there are no regrets, 
except for our want of faith and zeal. As to the 
future, the call is clearer and the field wider, 
before a young man, than it was in 1867. Novelty 
may have worn off ; but the elements of interest 
and hopefulness, the encouragement to labor, and 
the prospect of enlarging success, never were so 
great. One cannot enjoy two working lives, but 
a second, were it possible, would be gladly given 
to this mission. 

The following are the statistics for this District 
in 1897 : 


Canadian tMissionary..cct.ets.edests se. eteaee oa ] 
Ordained sNativess. ss. .csccss cnaeeces sta eens 2 
Catechistsiisccscess cnsenstiaste. sume steec ce sn gee 9 
Bible’ WoMetsrsc. corccssees eo 7e e Bes sleet er 3 
Baptism Cad altst-csccetrssceretavercct wens ene 39 

Ec children Siete eee eee 67 

‘f Lote ly 2. sc8 wth asset ot caneeese ile 106 
Marriages sicccesscsnee: nceausereeenis eet opacities 24 
Canadian Lady Teacher ...snsseetcssesycee 1 
SCHOOL Riscctacadtencmstesmerat ers cacmente <1 ccm 14 
Boysson VROMG ist cteeocrnerts <ancee ence 835 
Girls.on (ROU, nvercconcscevepacenteenet + eeneee 328 
Ota las vsc5c0,taraniae teveds COL ren eae eee netic tee 1,163 
Daily average attendance..........ceeo- sss 777 
Total enrolled foryearnsrdeseterec-scttersect 1,506 
Comtnunitantstaag.caceetestesretnramees 107 
Contributed by native church...... ......... $705.00 
Average per COMMUNICANU....7.<0105> ernest $6.59 


TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS IN TRINIDAD. 


REV. DR. GRANT'S TWENTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL 


REPORT. 


As my work in 1897 has been more particularly 
within the town, and in the neighborhood of San 
Fernando, I will confine myself, in my report, to 
the centre, leaving the extensive outlying districts 
to be reported of by Mr. Fraser and Babu Lal 
Bihari, who will also give all statistics. 

At the outset, however, I would offer the gen- 
eral remark, that in no year of my connection 
with the Mission have we had fuller deliberation 
or more anxious thought than in the year just 
closed. The depression in the sugar market, 
threatening ruin to the planter, naturally, led to 
a curtailment of income from a source that had 
supplied liberally and regularly ; and the general 
exit of East Indians from plantations to Crown- 
lands, imposed on us the duty to provide, if possi- 
ble, ways and means to follow them with schools 
and the Gospel. 
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Again and again we met to plan, and the 
‘younger members of the Mission Council per- 
formed many a long journey, spending day after 
‘day in the saddle, reconnoitring the several Mis- 
‘sion fields, with a view to the selection of the best 
‘centres. Anxious concern in planning, and untir- 
ing zeal in executing, are visible features in the 
year’s work. 

SAN FERNANDO CONGREGATION. 


This congregation consists of the people of the 
Kast, with the exception of the Mission families 
and a few others. On Sabbath morning the ser- 
vice is conducted in the Hindustani language, 
and in the evening in English. 

Financially, the English speaking congrega- 
tion is much stronger than the Hindi speaking. 
Jointly they contributed through the year, for the 
support of their pastor, Sunday school work, 
Bible Society, and current expenses, about $1,180, 
or at the average rate per communicant of nearly 
ten dollars. To sustain the interest, (even where 
- there is the ability) which finds expression in 
generous giving, requires, just as at home, dili- 
gent and acceptable service. 


SABBATH SCHOOL. 


This most helpful agency has stood the test of 
years, and the interest has never flagged. Per- 
haps at no time with us has there been such a per- 
vading concern for the prosperity of the school as 
at the present. 

Instead of the usual Christmas treat given by 
the teachers, it was resolved in July to award 
prizes to all who would give, at the end of the 
year, the titles, golden texts, and Catechism, for 
six months—the prize to consist of our new Book 
of Praise. A copy of the edition sold at thirty 
cents, was to be given to all who gave the three 
subjects for six months, without an error, and the 
cheapest edition to those giving simply the titles 
and golden texts. 

Two of the nearer country schools joined the 
central school ; and thirty-six of the larger prize, 
and fifty-one of the smaller, were won and distri- 
buted. 

Some of the teachers, in witnessing the success, 
united to provide six prizes on the work of the 
year, three for boys and three for girls. The 
successful competitor for first prize to give the 
whole year’s work, not only without an error, but 
without hesitancy, and with distinct enunication 
The result showed that three girls were bracketed 
for a first prize, although questioned over and 
over. 

At our service on New Year’s morning we in- 
troduced the new Book of Praise. The prizes 
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awarded gavc us many copies to begin with and 
from this new departure we anticipate a deepened 
interest in our eighteen Sabbath schools. The 
Children’s day comes round quarterly and I would 
not dispense with it. 

THE C. E. SOCIETY. 


This organization, numbering about fifty, is 
conducted with regularity and evident interest, 
and I believe is doing good. 

THE PRAYER MEETING. 


This is conducted in the Church every Wednes- 
day evening, Mr. Clark who joined us in August, 
has rendered valuable help, not only in this but in 
every part of our work. In the vicinity similar 
meetings are conducted, two being in Hindustani, 
and one of the latter is wholly in the hands of 
Indian women. 


TRAINING SCHOOL. 


This school, formerly taught by Mr. Pasea, now 
a student of Dalhousie, is at present in the hands 
of Mr. Harold Clark ; but as aseparate reportwill 
be furnished of it I will here simply state that I 
give daily an hour and upwards, to instruction in 
it. Besides religious instruction, school manage- 
ment, English literature, and Hindi, fall to me. 

THE COLLEGE. 


When the classes are in session, I give two 
days weekly to the several subjects entrusted to 
me. 

THE PRACTISING SCHOOL. 

Here the students of the Training School spend 
an hour daily for the practical work of teaching. 
It is our elementary school, the first school we 
opened, ten weeks after our arrival. 

In its earlier history, force, sometimes physical, 
had to be applied persistently to overcome the vis 
inertia, but the object was attained and the ad- 
vance onward and upward has been steady. 
Under many disadvantages in way of accommo- 
dation, excellent work was done by successive 
teachers from home, supported and aided by 
teachers here. 

The inconvenience experienced, has now been 
met in the recent purchase and fitting up of 
Oriental Hall. Since entering these premises in 
August, the average has decreased, and we hope 
in the near future to report a daily attendance of 
two hundred. 

Miss Archibald took over this school from Miss 
Kirkpatrick, in a high state of efiiciency, and she 
has fully sustained its character. Our eldest 
daughter has a class of advanced girls, in which 
Madras, Central India, and China, are represented, 
and at a recent examination these young people 
acquitted themselves most creditably. 
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ORIENTAL HALL. 


The upper storey of wood, on the substantial 
stone walls of Oriental Hall, was so decayed that 
it had to be removed. To have roofed in the 
lower storey would have given the premises an un- 
sightly appearance ; and yet the Mission Council 
felt that the erection of a Hall which could be let 
for entertainments did not come within the scope 
of their duties. 
having estimated the cost at $1200, our San 
Fernando congregation decided to form a com- 


After much deliberation, and 


pany, borrow the money, and to take up the 
amount in shares, each $5, guaranteeing the pay- 
ment annually of a portion of the sum borrowed. 
If rents collected should meet the payment there 
would be no call on the shareholders. In Novem- 
ber the congregation had a social at which various 
articles of needle work were disposed of, the pro- 
ceeds netting $85. 
the whole cost, and then get a revenue for Mission 


We hope in a few years to pay 


purposes. 


Mrs. Grant felt that the deep and intelligent 


interest shown by the women of the congregation 
was one of her very pleasant experiences in the 
mission field. ‘‘ All had a mind to work.” 

In the work generally, the willingness to aid, 
calls fer our sincerest gratitude. I would gladly 
specify, and yet after making outa long list of 
names, the omissions would certainly do an injus- 
The Master 


whom they serve so willingly knows them all, and 


tice to some, and hence I forbear. 
none will fail of his reward. The financial return 
shows that the Hcn. W. 8S. Robertson and some 
others still continue their donation. We receive 
courtesy and encouragement from those in author- 
ity on Hstates. Of ladies, Mrs. Lubbock and 
Miss Abel deserve special notice. In the retire- 
ment of the Rev. Mr. McCurdy and family. our 
Mission was deprived of valued friends, but we 
have been favored with visits by others. Mr. 
Carson, of Pictou, was with us at the opening of 
the year ; a little later the Rev. Wm. Grant and 
son Melville came and tarried for a short time ; 
and yet later, Mr. Whittier arrived and has been 
constrained to abide at the capital. 

Good will, gratitude to God, joy of heart, and 
prospects made bright by the promise of God and 
past experience, possess me as I bid farewell to 
the Old year and welcome the New. 


WORK IN PRINCETOWN, TRINIDAD, 1897. 
REV. W, L. MACRAE’S ELEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT, 


Two facts have been pressed upon our attention 
during the year. 


MARCH 


1. That thoroughness in missionary work re- 
quires time as well as toil. 

The gourd that sprung up in a night withered 
in a night. Those who embrace Christianity 
without much grounding in the truth, or without 
much struggle with conviction, are not usually 
the most satisfactory. This indeed, is true of 
tribes and nations as well as of individuals. The 
most abiding results are not so much associated 
with rapid ingathering, as with continuous and 
well directed toil. : 

2. That after ingathering there follows the 
equally important and more laborious work of 
upbuilding. As vegetable growth in the tropics 
is rapid, every plant requires constant care and 
attention, else a total failure in fruitage, through 
drought, or the ever growing grass and weeds, will 
be the inevitable result. Spiritual growth, 
though not correspondingly rapid, is in even 
greater danger of being blighted by surrounding 
influences. Hence the necessity of constant care 
and attention, in teaching and fostering after 
baptism ; else one is left, as in the case of an un- 
pruned grape vine, with but barren sticks. 

This two-fold phase of the work, ingathering 
and upbuilding, has received the earnest atten- 
tion of your missionary and all his helpers. 
regular Sabbath services, Sabbath 
schools, night classes, and house to house visiting, 


Through 


an earnest endeavor was made to bring home the 
truth to the hearts of all classes. 

M. Soodeen, as in former years, has labored 
most faithfully in this connection. 

The usual catechist class was regularly held on 
Friday afternoons. In this class we have gone 
over, very carefully, the whole of the life of 
Christ, making each weck’s study the subject of 
discourse for the following Sabbath. In turn 
each one prepared and wrote his address, which 
was read and corrected on the following week. 
In this way, we succeeded in having the subject 
matter fresh and varied. 

During the latter part of the year, welost two of 
our catechists. George Carson, (Baktawar), one 
of our most faithful and trusted helpers, returned 
to India, and this week a kind message has been 
received from him, mailed at Cape Town, where 
his ship had called on her way. 

With him there are six other Christian people 
returning home, who no doubt will tell to their 
friends how great things the Lord has done for 
them. This may be called the reflex influence of 
our Mission on-the millions of India. 

Henry Jarawan was one of the earliest converts 
connected with this Mission and labored as a 
catechist under Rev. Mr. Christie. He died 
early in December. 
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We have also lost by death an old and valued 
friend, in the person of Mr. Darling, who mani- 
fested a very deep interest in the work of this 
Mission from its inception. We miss his kindly 
and gentlemanly presence going out and in 
among us, and we shall miss his liberal gifts. 
Our Mission buildings bear many marks of his 
chaste good taste ; while we owe to his liberality 
the large plot of land on which the manse stands. 

Continuous rain and consequent bad roads, 
during a long wet season, rendered our long 
rides in the country, visiting schools, etc., labor- 
ious and taxing, and hence we have had to 
struggle at times with the enervating influences 
of the climate to retain sufficient strength for 
each day’s toil. In the month of October, the 
school at Tabaqtite was transferred from the San 
Fernando field to this district; which makes the 
number of our schools fifteen, with an enrolment 
of 1519, and 545 in daily attendance. 

Miss Sinclair has completed her third year’s 
werk with encouraging results. Besides her 
school, she takes an active part in Temperance, 
Sabbath school, and Christian Endeavor work. 

Our teacher’s class has met regularly onSatur 
d.ys. 

Mineteen Sabbath schools show an aggregate 
roll of 784 witha daily average of 401. The 
majority of these children attend our day schools 
and are there taught the International S. 8. 
lessons with the daily readings. It is therefore 
gratifying, on Sabbath, to have manifested a 
fairly clear grasp of these choice selections of 
Seripture. 

Three Bible women were employed during the 
year. Each one had a particular district for 
visiting during the week, and all attended the 
regular meeting in the church, which was held on 
Wednesday afternoon, and attended by from 14 


to 24 women. 
The following are the statistics of this field: 
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COUVA DISTRICT, TRINIDAD, FOR 1897. 


BY REV. A. W. THOMPSON, MISSIONARY. 


Assisted by a staff of ten catechists, regular 
Sabbath services were maintained in every part 
of the field ; 
offered. . 

The Bible women have carried on their work in 
avery satisfactory manner, and this feature of 
our mission has lost none of its interest ‘or pro- 


and special services as oceasion 


mise. 

School work-presents nothing new or unusual. 
The Training School is gradually giving usa 
better class of teachers ; and, as a consequence, a 
higher grade of work is being done. 

In March, Miss Fisher returned from her well- 
deserved furlough and resumed her duties at 
Exchange School. The influence of her control 
and management soon manifested itself in many 
ways. The whole tone and life of the school im- 
proved, and at the annual examination in Novem- 
ber, the award was ‘‘ very good.” 

Sabbath school received a good share of atten- 
tion and made substantial progress. The attend- 
ance has largely increased, and the children have 
been more regular and attentive. They are 
learning to give of their own earnings for the 
support of the Gospel, and have cheered us much 
Their 
thanks offering on Children’s Day amounted to 
nearly thirty dollars. 

Our aim has been to make them, before all else, 


by their attainments in this direction. 


sincere, earnest, intelligent Christians, but at the 
same time, useful church members—not numeri- 
cal units. 

Our obligations to Miss Arbuckle have not 
She 


has a class of bright boys and girls who are very 


lessened. We claim her as one of our own. 


much attached to her. In this and many other 
ways she has given proof of her deep interest in 
her work. 

We have had our fair share of ‘‘ hard times.” 
Early in the year retrenchment became necessary. 
Old friends who for many years have stood by us 
were compelled through stress of circumstances, 
to withdraw their aid in part. This caused a 
deficit of one hundred pounds sterling. 

Then, too, work for which the estimate made 
no prov's on, had to be undertaken and new prob- 
lems of necessary extension forced themselves 
upon. us. 

As a first step in the way of retrenchment we 
closed all unassisted schools, except one. For 
this one we secured government aid from the first 
of May, and this relieved tie Mission to the 
extent of three-fourths of its upkeep. 


68 THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD. 


Our next step was to rearrange some of the 
school districts. 

A new and more central site on Milton Estate, 
accessible to a larger district, was chosen ; and 
the old building, no longer serviceable, was sold 
‘for what it would bring.” We had no funds 
for a new one. 

Meantime Indian Trail school had been closed, 
and as the district was asmall one, and not 
likely to grow, we decided to move the building 
to the new site on Milton Estate. 

On taking it down it was found that wood ants 
had got into the sills, posts, and some of the 
boards, and had made such headway that ina 
very little time, if left undisturbed, the whole 
building would have collapsed. This meant ex- 
tensive repairs, and a larger school meant at 
larger building. Both of these problems were 
faced. 

At Chandernagar, our second buildings were 
no longer of any use, for all the people of the 
village had left the place. So we removed them 
to Colonial Village, and endeavored to make 
the new situation serve the wants of Colonial 
Village, Chaseville, and that portion of Chander- 
nagar settlement still occupied by 

These undertakings involved an outlay of 
$600.00 For this, the estimate provided nothing. 
We had to look to retrenchment for this amount. 
Those who have had such experiences know what 
it means. 

A gift of £100 stg. from Mr. Richard Cadbury 
to Dr. Morton was allotted to Couva, and in this 
way the loss through proprietors was met. 

The close of the year has brought up other 
problems of extension of work. They must be 
faced, and the sooner the better. 

Greater regularity in attendance at the Sab- 
bath services and weekly prayer-meetings, larger 
contributions, a kindlier interest in one another, 
testify that our work has not been in vain. It is 
God that giveth the increase. To him be the 


East Indians. 


praise ! 

The following table ei the statistics for the 
year : 
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SAN FERNANDO DISTRICT IN 1897. 


REPORT OF REV. 8S. A. FRASER, MISSIONARY. 


I wish it were possible to give to the Church at 
home, in the few short paragraphs we are ex- 
pected to write in an annual report, a correct idea 
of the work done, and results accomplished dur- 
ing the year ; but we must be content to report 
that steady progress has been made in all bran- 
ches of Christian work, and to point out a few par- 
ticulars. 

Anew school which we opened last year in 
Tabaquite, and Rusillac school, were taken on the 
list of Government assisted schools from the first 
of January ; that is, they were brought under 
Government rules and regulations as to school 
records, returns, none of 
which interfere with our giving religious instruc- 
tion at an hour set down on the time table ; and 
the Government pays three-fourths of the salaries 
of the teaching staff and of the rent for our 
buildings. 

Tabaquite School and district being four miles 
nearer Princestown than San Fernando, was trans- 
ferred by the Mission Council to Princestown field, 
the first of October, and the district of Mayo to 
San Fernando. 

We erected a new school house at Union Village 
and secured Government aid from the first of 
August. 


examinations, etc., 


For the past few years the school-house in San 
Fernando was altogether inadequate for the num- 
ber of children attending. This year we bought, 
at a reasonable figure, and repaired, the large and 
commodious stone and concrete building adjoin- 
ing our Mission premises known as Oriental Hall. 
This building is sufficiently large to accommodate 
over 300 children. 

Since moving into the new building the last of 
August, the attendance has steadily increased. 

We removed the old school-building to a village 
about three and a half miles distant from San 
Fernando, which has suddenly sprung up on one 
of the old abandoned estates, called Esperance, 
from which the village takes itsname. There are 
about 600 souls in this village only one of whom 
is a Christian. Our school here is doing good 
work with an average attendance of about forty. 
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We hope to get it on the list of Government 
assisted schools during the year. 

Our schools have all done good work, many of 
them obtaining the highest mark of efficiency in 
the Government examination, and notwithstand- 
ing the prevalence of sickness among the children, 
the daily average attendance has increased nearly 
one hundred, and the total number enrolled, three 
hundred and forty-two, over last year. 

By means of the Training School, our schools 
are gradually being supplied with teachers from 
among our own Christian young men who are duly 
qualified for their important work. The religious 
instruction given in our day schools and Sabbath 
schools is bearing fruit among the young, and I 
feel confident will bear fruit yet more abundantly 
in the near future. 

This year I baptized a number of bright school 
boys in the third and fourth Standards, and scores 
of others are eagerly seeking to know the Chris- 
tian religion, many of them in the face of punish- 
ment and persecution. 

One bright boy was severely beaten for men- 
tioning the name of Jesus in the presence of his 
father, and was forcibly made to bow down daily 
and worship idols which he knew to be only dumb 
sticks and stones. 

Night schools have been carr.ed on as usual in 
jungles and on Estates, by catechists, teachers 
and others, and the demand for literature is on 
the increase even among the Hindoos, although 
many are afraid to learn to read lest they should 
become Christians. 

While exhorting some people in the hospital to 
learn to read that they might be able to weigh 
the different religious books for themselves and 
see which were true, a high caste man, just com- 
ing in, cried out to the others ‘‘ Look out, if you 
learn to read your eyes will be opened, and you 
will become Christians.” We used his statement 
to good advantage. 

Sewing is taught in several of our schools, but 
even with what clothing we received from the 
good ladies at home this year the demand exceeded 
the supply. Dr. Grant will report on the work of 
the central church and the Sabbath schools. 

There has been very little change in‘our staff 
of regular catechists during the past year. Six of 
those returned as catechists give only a portion 
of their time to the work, for which they receive 
asmallallowance. It is the duty of our catechists 
to visit, teach, and look after all the Christians in 
their district, and in many places to assist the 
teacher gathering the children into school, to give 
religious instruction in the schools, to teach night 
schools, to visit hospitals, to preach and sing the 
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Gospel from door to door on the Estates, and to 
preach on Sabbaths in the various stations assign- 
ed to them. 

On Saturdays they come to San Fernando to 
receive Bible teaching, which is generally given 
by Rey. Lal. Behari; to get instruction for the 
next week’s work ; to report the number of meet- 
ings they held during the past week ; the number 
of people present, those interested, secret enquir- 
ers, open enquirers, and applicants for baptism, 
etc. ,all of which information is carefully recorded, 
and is useful to the missionary for reference when 
he visits that district. Our catechists generally 
have been faithful, and some of them have done 
good work. 

The work of the missionary is too varied to de- 
scribe in a few paragraphs of an annual report. 
He is kept busy, managing eighteen schools,—all 
of which have to be frequently visited, paying a 
staff of sixty teachers and catechists every month, 
government correspondence regarding the assisted 
schools, making building contracts, superintend- 
ing and paying carpenters and carters, looking 
after building material, bookkeeping enough for a 
merchant, reports, returns and estimates, giving 
medicine to the sick, writing certificates, wills, 
agreements, and settling quarrels and disputes, 
etc. 

It isa matter of regret that we must do so 
much secular work, yet all seems to be necessary 
in carrying on our work of teaching and evan- 
gelizing. | 

On Sabbaths I leave for the country at seven in 
the morning and return at six or seven in the even- 
ing, accompanied generally by the faithful Rev. 
Lal. Behari. Occasionally I exchange with Rev. 
Dr. Grant who takes the Hindi service, Sabbath 
School and Bible Class, and the English service 
in the central church. 

We frequently spend the whole day evangeliz- 
ing on the estates and in the jungles, leaving the 
catechists to preach in the churches and school- 
houses where the hearers are principally Chris- 
tians. We sometimes have as many as nine and 
ten meetings in the open air, with an attendance 
varrying from twenty to one hundred heathens. 
These meetings last from half an hour to an hour, 
according to the reception we get. 

At the close of our meetings we encourage them 
to ask questions and tell us what their hope of 
salvation is based upon. 

Sometimes we have very interesting and profit- 
able discussions. Generally speaking the people 
are very attentive, and invite us to come again 
soon. At the close of the day we return home, 
wearied, but thankful for the privilege of preach- 
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ing the Gospel to the heathen and trusting thatto 
some it may bring salvation. 

The good seed has been sown in many ways, in 
many hearts, during the past year, and under the 
blessing of God has borne fruit, which may be 
partially seen in the appended statistics; and 
there are quite a number, some of them very 
influential Hindoos, who are convinced of the 
truth of Christianity, but will not profess their 
faith, because of the rules of caste, and fear of 
persecution and financial loss. Oh, for the Spirit 
of God to quicken. 

The following are the statistics for San Fer- 
nando District: 
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PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE, TRINIDAD, 
IN 1897. 
DR. MORTON’S REPORT. 


This year it was considered best to call up only 
one class of students and bring them into resid- 
ence every alternate week. This enabled us to 
group together the students who most urgently 
needed training, to bring them forward more 
quickly, and to shorten our terms. There were 
thirteen students in the class. 

As a text-book I took the Shorter Catechism in 
Hindu, translated by our missionary, Rev. A. W. 
Wilson, of Neemuch. The students were re- 
quired to commit the answers to memory ; and a 
select number of direct proof texts were given out 
and written by them on the wide margin of their 


books. 


and review of previous work, of which the ever- 


To some this course was a condensation 


increasing wonder was, that so few ‘words, easily 
committed to memory, implied so much. It 
seemed altogether appropriate to the 250th anni- 
versary of the Catechism to introduce’it in Hindi 
in our College course, and.it was a pleasure to 
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receive so excellent a translation from the hands: 
of a Canadian brother. 

Part of my time was given to the study of texts: 
as a preparation for sermons. For this purpose, 
only texts on practical and important subjects: 
were chosen, and it was intended that the pre- 
paration should be utilized in their work, as well 
as forma guide to them in dealing with other 
texts. 

We also gave some time to consecutive reading’ 
and study of the Scriptures, with special refer- 
ence to the writer, his age, circumstances, and 
object in writing. Thus I occupied Monday and 
Tuesday in the College week. Dr. Grant and 
Rev. Lal Bihari will report of the work of the 
other three days. 

In memorizing, some of the students took a 
very high place.. The conduct of all was good, 
and the work of the College harmonious and 
satisfactory. 


—— 


KOREA, A PICTURE, 


As our church has now fairly taken up work 
for Korea and appointed two missionaries, the 
following picture of lfe there will be of interest. 
It is given by a young railroad man in a letter 
to his father, written in Aprillast, which we copy 
from the Indian Standard. 


‘“Tt hardly seems possible that I am still living 
in the latter end of this enlightened nineteenth 
century, after having seen the primitive methods 
and the crude utensils of this Korean city of 
Fusan. : 

We arrived here this morning after an eighteen 
hour run from Nagasaki, with its modern docks, 
its myriad steamships, its sky-blackening foun- 
dries and its up to date civilization. . And now, in 
less than a day’s distance, we have put the whole 
world centuries ahead it seems. =. 

The coast as we approached this morning was 
as bare and bleak and forbidding as you can 
imagine. Nothing but rugged bluffs with an 
angry surf breaking at the base, and high brown 
hills backing them, the latter as bare and dry — 
grass covered as our own hills near Frisco. Not 
a tree in sight, in fact not a tree have I seen in 
my walk ashore. - 

‘‘The harbor is a very small one and as we 
passed through the narrow entrance I looked in 
vain for the ‘city’ of Fusan, and on inquiring 
from one of the officers, hada series of brown 
patches extending along the shore pointed out to 
me. These I finally made out to be the thatched 
roofs of the huts, but with their cone like shape 
and projecting caves they looked more like toad 
stools than the habitations of mankind. 

And while I stood gazing at them and thinking 
of the dirt and squalor they covered, an army of 


a 
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ghosts come trooping down to the beach from the 
town, some of whom put off from the shore in the 
few sampans moored there. 

As they drew nearer the ship I discovered the 
ghosts to be a very substantial and vociferous 
class of spooks. Broad shouldered and athletic, 
the Koreans, at least in the southern part of the 
kingdom, are fine-looking. 

Now can you imagine the cause of their ghostli- 
ness? Try and conjure up a picture of several 
hundred Chinamen, the largest Chinamen you 


ever saw, all dressed from head to feet in loose 


flowing garments of white cotton. And then to 
crown the fantastic garb, a hat witha frame 
work of wire, covered with a semi-transparent 
white cotton. These hats are fully a foot high, 
of a tapering shape, surrounded with a brim about 
ten inches wide. They sit high upon the crown 
of the head with a jaunty set on one side, and, 


with a pipe of two or three feet in length, com- 


plete the Korean costume. 

Man, woman, and child, are dressed alike, and 
and are continually scratching or with a shrug of 
the shoulders giving a twist to their clothes, 
thereby dislodging their insect friends, and shift- 
ing them to new fields of operation. 

Pure white to commence with, they gradually 
grow darker from use, for the Korean apparently 
never removes his clothing ; never bathes, never 
works, and has an annoying and persistent habit 
of following one about, in crowds of a hundred or 
so, with outstretched hand, black with filth.” 


DR. LESLIE’S FIRST HONAN LETTER. 


Dear Friends in Erskine Church, 


With gratitude to our Father in Heaven do I 
send you this first word of greeting from China. 
The lines have fallen unto me in pleasant places ; 
not that luxury, or even comforts, abound, but 
His presence has been more real and His guid- 
ance more manifest, than ever before in my life, 
and there is a peculiar blessedness in doing His 
will and being assured of that presence and 
guidance, 

Mr, Griffith’s appointment was a great joy and 
satisfaction to me. He hada very strong desire 
to be a missionary to China, Together we jour- 
neyed to Vancouver where we were joined by 
Rey. Murdoch Mackenzie, and thus our little 
missionary party for Honan was completed. 

The trip across the continent made a deep im- 
pression on my mind, and I received a faint idea 
of the marvellous extent of Canada and its 
wonderful resources. This trip also impressed 
me with the need of strong Home Mission work 
in the far West, and the wisdom of the policy 
which our Church in Canada pursues, in keeping 
in touch with the early settlers. 
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Our short stay in Vancouver opened my eyes to 
the great numbers of Chinese who are coming to 
our country in search of the bread which perish- 
eth. God grant that we may be faithful in 
supplying them with the Bread which endureth 
unto Everlasting Life. 

While here we took part in the church services, 


_andon leaving received a genuine and hearty 


farewell from the many warm hearted Christian 
friends we had met. 

Three weeks on the Pacific gave opportunity 
for acquaintance with other missionaries on 
board, and having a common Saviour and a com- 
mon purpose we were 
together. 


There were sixteen in all, Methodist, Baptist, 


drawn very closely 


and Presbyterian ; for China, Japan, and Korea, 
in equal proportion. 

One of our meetings tock the form of an exper- 
ience meeting, of the events in our life history 
that led us to the Foreign field; and our hearts 
burned within us as one and another spoke of 
how the Lord led them out, of the struggles 
fought and won before we were willing to go, 
and best of all the great blessing which came into 
every life when the heart became submissive to 
His will. 

One who had been in the field for years, spoke 
with intense feeling of how his dear mother had 
never given her consent to his being a missionary 
and had withheld her blessing to her son even in 
this the second parting, and in all probability the 
last time she will see her son in the flesh. 

It would be interesting to mention the promises 
from God’s word which were cited at our promise 
meeting, but I can only say that we began to 
realize how exceeding great and precious the 
Bible promises which a missionary can claim as 
his personal property. 

It was a great pleasure to see the esteem in 
which our Mr. Mackenzie was held by all other 
missionaries, well may the Presbyterian Church 
be thankful for such a representative. 

When the steamer stopped at Japanese ports 
we lost quite a number of our party, who were 
bound for Japan and Korea ; but we awere joined 
by one who has been working for over twenty 
years in Southern China, and from him we learned 
much. He is connected with the English Presby- 
terian Mission, which is one of the oldest and 
most successful in this land, especially in raising 
up anative ministry which is coming to be real- 
ized as the great hope of evangelizing this vast 
empire. 

At Shanghai we met Rev. Dr. Muirhead, who 
had labored here for fifty years, and busy yet. 
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The commercial interests of Shanghai are exten- 
sive and the Foreign element strong, both in 
in numbers and in evil. I heard it stated that it 
is the most wicked of the foreign settlements in 
the East, and that much of the good done by mis- 
sionaries, is being undone by others from Christ- 
ian lands. 

From Shanghai we took steamer 800 miles 
north to Tientsin, whichis the nearest coast city 
to Honan, and which has from half a million to a 
million souls. Our week here was occupied in 
making preparations for the inland journey of 
450 miles by river boat, but we found time to see 
something of the mission work here carried on. 

I was especially interested in the work of the 
London Mission Hospital, one of the best in 
China. Large numbers of patients throng the 
dispensary daily, many of them greatly needing 
relief. Besides these there are some sixty in- 
patients, for whom there is a special service every 
Friday night. 

It was a sight not soon to be forgotten to see 
these sixty men gathered to hear the story of the 
prodigal son, and to see it illustrated by wall 
pictures, which showed the prodigal leaving 
home in a sedan chairin the height of Chinese 
style, and in the last picture coming home as a 
beggar in rags, to his patient father. 

As the doctor stood up to speak he turned to 
me and said: ‘‘Just think, every one of these 
men has a soul to be saved.” It was encouraging 
to learn that about two-thirds were Christians or 
earnest inquirers after light. Just think of three 
or four hundred millions of Chinese in this vast 
Empire, each one with a soul to be saved. Will 
you not strive together with us, in your prayers 
to God for us, that we may be uscd to turn many 
of these to the Lamb of God, who taketh away 
the sin of the world. 

Our trip up the river in the house boat was an 
entirely new and very interesting experience, but 
travelling at the rate of twenty-five miles a day 
becomes very wearisome. Two or three weeks 
pass slowly by. Fortunately we can vary the 
days by walking whenever we are disposed to do 
so ; as the boats will stop anywhere, and at any 
time we wish. _ 

When the wind is fair we sail. When adverse, 
the crew go ashore and pull the boat with ropes, 
like mules with a canal boat at home. 

One of the first impressions was the immense 
population. The river is lined with towns and 
villages, many of them small, but many with 
thousands and tens of thousands; and almost 
without exception, these centres of population 
are without a witness for Jesus Christ. 
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Another thing that impressed was the apparent 
fertility of the soil, and the crude but thorough 
modes of cultivation. 

It has been amusing tonotice the curiosity of the 
people. Most of them have never seen a foreigner, 
and we excite quite as much curiosity as the first 
Chinaman did among the boys at home. Some 
of the boys here amuse themselves by calling us 
‘* foreign devils” and other contemptuous terms. 

Frequently we stop and Mr. Mackenzie talks 
to them, and the groups that thus gather out of 
curiosity often become a congregation to whom 
the Word of Life is preached for the first time. 
The surprising thing to me is the’ readiness with 
which they listen. But the whole idea of the 
Gospel is so new to them that they do not grasp 
the thought of salvation through Christ. The 
current thought is that which an old man ex- 
pressed one day when we were in a heathen 
temple, as, pointing to their gods, he said, ‘‘ Oh 
that is your religion but this is ours.” 

One Sabbath on our river journey we spent at 
a mission of the American Board. An interesting 
incident was there mentioned to us, of a man, 
who came some thirty miles to spend Sabbath at 
the Mission. He was not a Christian, and had 
only heard the Gospel often enough to stir up 
some interest in it. This interest caused perse- 
cution on the part of his family. They disowned 
him and he thereby lost his share of the family 
estate and his means of livelihood, and he had to 
hire out as a laborer. 

Becoming dissatisfied -because he could not 
observe Sabbath and learn more of the doctrine, 
he came to the mission station, and there a native 
convert opened to him his heart and home, until 
he could get work. 

Understanding now a little more fully what it 
means to many in China to accept Christ, it 
appeals to me as nothing short of a miracle to see 
a Chinaman take his stand for Christ ; and a very. 
cheering sign is that some of the sons of the very 
best families have given up home, friends, posi- 
tion, and money, with their future prospects for 
this life, rather than reject or deny Christ. When 
we think how easy it is to be a Christian at home 
such examples as these should lead the halting 
ones to willingly surrender themselves to the 
claims of the Saviour. 

The general impression of many missionaries in 
China is that important events are now impending 
in her history; and also that a spiritual bles- 
sing of marked power is soon to be realized 
throughout China, and that the patient hard 
foundation work of so many years is about to bear 
abundant fruit. It is very encouraging to see 
this prevailing sentiment, and to strengthen it, is 
quoted the fact, that during the year 1896 more 
additions have been made to the Church than in 
any preceding year, For all this we thank God 
and take courage. 
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Church fotes and Wotices. 


Ttems for which publication is desired under anv of the 
following headings, should be sent atas early a date as 
possible. 


CALLS, 


From Streetsville, Tor. Pres., to Mr. G. C. 
Pidgeon, of Montreal West. Accepted. 

From Taylor Church, Montreal, to Mr. G. H. 
Smith, of Thamesford. Ont. 

From Glebe Church, Ottawa, to Mr. G. H. W. 
Milne, of Mansewood, Ont. 

From Dominion City, to Mr. G. W. Faryon. 


INDUCTIONS 


Mr. W. J. Hewitt, into, Severn Bridge, Ard- 
trea, and Gray Church, 18th Jan. 

Mr. Jas. A. Dow, ordained and inducted, at 
Gravenhurst, 25th Jan. 
Mr. F. W. Gilmour, ordained and inducted, at 
Sawyerville, Que., 11th Jan. 
Mr. J. A. S. Calder, into, Alexander, Rossland, 
and Kemnay. 
Mr. A. L. Thompson, into, Stonewall, Man. 
Mr. W. T. Morrison, at Norwood, Montreal 
Pres. 8th Feb. 
Mr. A. Logan, into Chelsea and Cantley, 
Ottawa Pres., 15th Feb. 
Mr. W. G. Back, into, Portage du Fort, Starks, 
and Shawville, 17th Feb. 
Mr. J. C. Wilson, into, Stoufville, Ont. 15 Feb. 
Mr. W. J. Herbison, into, Minnedosa. 
Mr. G. W. Hodges, into, Oshawa, Whitby 
Pres., 8th Feb. 


RESIGNATIONS. 


Mr. A. J. Mann, of Smithville, Ont. 
Mr. A: R. Linton, of Malton and Dixie. 
Mr. D. McKenzie, of Orangeville. 

Mr. A. F. McQueen, of Hampden, Que. 


OBITUARY. 


Rev. George M. Clark, was born in Aberdeen- 
shire, Scotland. When about 16 years of age he 
came to Nova Scotia. Looking forward to the 
ministry from early years, he entered Pictou 
Academy, at 21, and completing his theological 
course at the West River Seminary, he was 
ordained and inducted at Shelburne, N.S., 10 
Sept., 1853. For fifteen years he labored there, 
and then accepted a call to East Boston Presby- 
terian church, where he labored for five years. 
He then had pastorates in Michigan, and in 
Kemptville, Ont. From the latter place he was 
called to New Edinboro, Ottawa, where he 
wrought, until, owing to impaired health and the 
weight of sixty-nine years, he resigned his charge 
some four years ago and retired from the active 
duties of the ministry. Since that time he has 
made hishome in Halifax. On Sabbath, 16th Feb. 
he preached in one of the churches there. On 
Monday, 24th, he retired in his usual health, and 
fell asleep to wake no more in time. ‘‘ Trans- 
lated that he should not see death.” 
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PRESBYTERY MEETINGS. 
Synod of the Maritime Provinces. 


Sydney. 


. Inverness. 


P.E.1I., Charlottetown, 1 Tu. Mar. 


. Pictou, New Glasgow. 1 Tu. Mar. 1.30 p.m. 


Wallace, Pugwash, 8 Mar., 10.30 a,m, 
Truro, Truro, 3 Wed. Mar. 11 a.m. 
Halifax, Hx. 29 Mar., 10 a.m. 

Lun. Yarmouth, B’dgwtr, 1 Mar., 10.30. 
St. John, St. John, 1 Tu. April. 
Miramichi, Camp., 29th March, 10 a.m, 


Synod of Montreal and Ottawa. 


. Quebec, Que., 8 Mar., 4 p.m. 

. Montreal, Montreal, 8 Mar., 10 a.m. 

. Glengarry, 

. Ottawa, Otta., Bank St., 15 Mar., 10 a.m. 
. Lanark, etc., Pakenham, 4 Mon. Feb. 

. Brockville, Lyn, 27 Feb., 7.30.p. m. 


Synod of Toronto and Kingston. 


. Kingston, Kingston, Cooke’s, 15 Mar., 2p. m. 
mLelerooro, eu. Lope, 1 Mar, 2 p. m. 

. Whitby, Whitby, St. And:, 15 Mar., 10 a. m. 
. Lindsay, Woodville, 15 Mar., 1] a. m. 

. Toronto, Tor., Knox, 1 Tu. ev. mo. 

. Orangeville, Orngvl., 8 Mar., 10.30 a. m. 


3. Barrie, Allandale, 15 Mar., 10.30 a. m. 

. Algoma, Sudbury, 16 Mar., 7 p. m. 

. Owen Sound, O. Sd., Div. St., 15 Mar., 10a.m 
. Saugeen, Palmerst’n, 8 Mar., 10 a. m. 

. Guelph, Galt, Central, 15 Mar., 2 p. m. 


Synod of Hamilton and London. 


. Ham., Ham., Knox, 14 Mar., 2 p.m., also 15th. 
. Paris, Brantford, 8 Mar., 10.30 a. m. 

. London, Lon., 8 Mar., 10.30 a. m. 

. Chatham, Windsor, 8 Mar., 10 a. m. 

. Stratford, Stratford, 8 Mar., 10.30 a. m. 

. Huron, Clinton, Mar. 8, 10.30 a. m. 

. Maitland, Brussels, 1 Mar., 10 a. m. 

. Bruce, Paisley, 8 Mar., 10.30 a. m. 

. Sarnia, Sarnia, 8 Mar., 11 a. m. 


Synod of Manitoba and the North- West. 


. Superior, Port Arthur, 1 March. 

. Win., Man. Col., 2 Tu. Mar. bi-mo. 

. Rock Lake, Morden, 1 Mar., 2.30 p. m. 
. Glenboro, Carmen, 1 March, 7.30 p. m. 
. Portage, Portage, 2 March, 7.30 p. m. 
. Brandon, Brandon, 1 March, 10 a. m. 
. Minnedosa, Birtle, 2 March, 8 p. m. 

. Melita, Melita, 1 March. 

. Regina, Whitewood, 2 Mar., 9 a. m. 


Synod of British Columbia. 


. Calgary, MacLeod, last Wed. Feb. 

. Edmonton, Edmon., 8 Mar., 10 a.m. 

. Kamloops, Revelstoke, 2 Mar., 10 a.m. 
. Westminister, Vancouver, 1 Mar. 

. Victoria, Wellington, 1 Mar., 10 a.m. 
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| Doung People’s Soctettes. 


“PLAN 


THE ASSEMBLY COMMITTEER’S 
OFRSSTUD yee 
Conpuctep BY Rev. R. D. Fraser, CONVENER. 
The Monthly Topics of the Plan of Study for 
1898 bears the general title, ‘‘ Some Books, Fields, 
and Men,” and are so arranged as to be adapted 
-to the various sorts of Young People’s Societies. 


They are set down for the second weekly meeting 


of each month, and the Topic is treated in the 
Record of the month preceding, in order that 
Societies may have the materials for the meeting 
on hand well in advance. 

Attention is drawn to the fact that a specially 
prepared Topic Card for Presbyterian Y. P. 8. C. 
E. 8. is published by the ‘‘ Record” at 69 cents 
per 100. Less than fifty, one cent each, It is 
issued by arrangement with the Assembly’s Com- 
mittee and embraces the ‘‘ Uniform” Topics, 
the Monthly Topics of the Plan of Study, and the 
Questions on the Shorter Catechism for each 
meeting throughout the year. 

A Booklet containing the same matter, and, in 
addition, Daily Readings for the whole year, is al- 
so ready, at $1.00 per 100. Less than fifty, one 
and a half cents each. Orders forthe Topic Cards 
or Booklets should be sent to Rev. E. Scott, 
Y.M.C.A. Building, Montreal. 

Topic for the Week beginning April 17th. 
McKAY OF FORMOSA,—M. 10 :—16-28, 
LITERATURE. 

From Far Formosa, by Rev. Dr. G. L. McKay, 
edited by Rev. J. A. Macdonald, $1.00; Smith’s 
‘‘ Chinese Characteristics,” $1.00. The Reports 
of the Foreign Mission Committee, back to 1871 
when Dr. McKay was appointed to the Foreign 
Field, may be Each year’s report has 
its own features of interest in regard to the work 
The Record and the church papers 


consulted. 


in Formosa. 
have constantly fresh items. A map of Formosa 
has been published by the Foreign Mission Com- 


mittee. 


Points For The Programme. 


As Dr. Geddie was the pioneer of the Eastern 
Section of the church,—he was the first foreign 
missionary from any Jritish Colony,—so Dr. 
McKay is the pioneer of the Western Section. 
He has hac as colleagues, Rev. J. B. Fraser, M.D., 
from 1874-1077, Rev. K. F. Junor from 1878 to 
1882 ; Rev. John Jamieson trom 1883-1891 ; Rev. 
W. Gauld, appointed in 1892 and still in the field. 
Rev. Tan 


He and Rev. Giam Cheng Hoa are native ordained 


All these have rendered able service. 
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preachers and there are 60 unordained native 
preachers. 

The English Presbyterian Church occupies the 
southern part of Formosa. 

The Scripture Warrant for Foreign Missions ; 

Examples of Foreign Missonary work from the 
Acts ; 

An account of theIsland of Formosa, geographi- 
cal and historical ; 

The order of the paragraphs in Mr. McDonald’s 
article following, will make an excellent outline 
for the meeting. 


Dr. G.I. MacKay’s Report 


TO LAST GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 1897. 


The past year has been one of trouble, anxiety, 
and sorrow for Christians in North Formosa: 

1. The rebels not only harassed the Japanese, 
but as heartless robbers captured defenceless 
Formosans, who had to be ransomed by friends, or 
be tortured to death. In Kap-tsu-lan preachers 
and people passed many nights under trees and 
bushes to escape the pillaging banditti. 

2. Buddhist priests from Japan have been zeal- 
ously laboring to increase their number of 
devotees. Of course Christianity has been attack- 
ed and vilified by the enemies of the Cross. 

3. Locusts for the first time appeared, and in 
numbers so vast that the the boldest peasants were 
filled with alarm. 

4. Bubonic plague also, which was: hitherto 
unknown, claimed numerous victims in the 
crowded streets of North Formosa towns. . 

5. Drought added to the misery, and at one 


“mission station farmers left their homes to labor 


for rice because they had not harvest to reap. 

6. The stations where mission work was not 
interrupted were few indeed. 

7. Several young men on probation were led by 
family troubles to go into business; but they have 
not forsaken the worship of the Lord our God. 

8. It is said that nearly all the Japanese women 
who parade the streets of towns and cities are 
prostitutes. If that be so, I have only to exclaim, 
alas ! alas !! alas !!! 

9. Three older and two younger preachers have 
gone on high, whilst two more are consumptive 
and will soon enter where ‘‘there shall be no 
more death.” These seven were faithful servants, 
and contracted disease through labor and ex- 
posure in the Lord’s service. 

The above will show somewhat the dark side, 
whilst the following will make the bright side of 
the mission more apparent :— 

1. Since the new Governor-General, Baron 
Nogi, entered on his duties there has been a 
milder reign, There can be no doubt, he desires 
to govern faithfully, honestly, and justly. 

The Mission has already shared in the good 
fruits, Japanese soldiers have not only vacated 
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our chapels, but have become more civil in their 
deportment towards our workers. 

2. Rev. Ogimi, sent by the Church of Christ in 
Japan, spoke in many chapels, and labored to re- 
move obstacles. Mr. Kawai, a Japanese evan- 
gelist, rendered profitable service among his own 
countrymen. 

3. Since our return from Canada eighty-two. 
idols, and fifty-eight ancestral tablets, have been 
presented to my museum by Formosans who have: 
embraced the Gospel of Jesus Christ. One idol, 
which was worshipped for fifty years in Tek-chham,,. 
is simply a plain stone, five inches high. 


4, Promising young men, one of whom was an_ 


idol maker, have come forward to fill the broken 
ranks of preachers who have fallen in battle. 


5. In Tek-chham, Sin-tiam, and elsewhere, the: 


work is vigorous, healthy and progressive. 

6. On January 10th, in Bang-kah Church, 
384 Chinese and twenty-six Japanese met for wor- 
ship. Although it was not a meeting for neigh-. 


boring stations, I baptized five Japanese and. 


Then 106 commemorated the: 
dying love of our Adorable Redeemer. Mr. Kawai 
spoke in Japanese to his nationals. It was an 
encouraging, interesting and inspiring meeting. 

7. From April till the end of June, Rev. Wm. 
Gauld, Koa Kau, Iap San and Rev. Giam Cheng 
Hoa took part in teaching at Oxford College. 
Others taught Bible women, girls, and children, in 
the Girls’ School, and every evening these joined. 
preachers and students in college hall, and en- 
gaged in the various exercises. 

8. Quite a number of converts came from the 
Sin-tiam hills to to escape the bandits and occu- 
pied the back part of the college. Others were 
frequent visitors; besides, a number of men on 
probation came to remain until the rebels should 
become less hostile. So as not lose precious time, 
Koa Kau and Iap San assisted me in teaching in 
an irregular way from October till the end of 
February. The college was not formally opened, 
still old and young made excellent progress. 

9. Henry A. ©. Bonar, H. B. M. Consul, gave 
$20 to assist the refugees in college, and W. 
Beauclerk, from the British Legation, Peking, 
presented some red cloth to the most needy girls. 

10. Cince our return from Canada, until the 
beginning of this year, I had to bear the whole 
responsibility of MacKay Hospital, because the 
English doctor through illness became incapaci- 
tated for work. I did not take charge of the 
Record book, however, till July Ist, and can only 
state the number of patients from that date till 
the close of 1896. 

There were 584 new and 3,217 old patients dur- 
ing that time. Considering the state of the island 
and the absence of Chinese soldiers, who were 
wont to swell the numbers, these figures will com- 
pare favorably with those of any year in the 
Hospital history. 

11. Rev. Wm. Gauld has been faithfully visit- 


thirty-six Chinese. 
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ing all the stations in the neighborhood. Rev. 
‘Tan He at Sin-tiam continues as in past years. 
Rev. Giam Chheng Hoa has given attention to the 
chapels around Bang-kah. Jap San preaches at 
‘Tamsui, and Koa Kau is a sort of servant for the 
entire mission, as converts, preachers and students 
come and go without a break, and he is all hours 
of the day interrupted to attend to their various 
wants. Seeing the Japanese flag—a rising sun— 
floating on every hand, I often think of the time 
when the Sun of Righteousness shall arise and 
make this island, so full of natural beauty—a place 
where the Church of God shall shine with all the 
glory of our glorious and glorified Christ. 

“* Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion, 

Behold, thy King cometh unto thee.” 


MACKAY OF FORMOSA. 
BY REV. J. A. MACDONALD. 


. 

Dr. MacKay, was born in the township of 
Zorra, Oxford County, Ontario, on March 21st, 
1844. His parents were emigrants from the High- 
lands of Scotland. They were pioneer farmers ; 
and for themselves and the?r children, life on a new 
farm was a hard struggie2. Two things those 
pioneers desired and made sacrifices for: religion 


and education. 2 


In ‘‘ the old log church,” in the 
school and in the home, the young people of those 
days were under such influences as were calcu- 
lated to produce strong, intelligent, religious 
character. 

THE BOY'S THOUGHT. 

While still a boy Dr. MacKay began to think 
about being a missionary. One of the earliest 
influences in his life was the visit to Woodstock 
and Zorra of that celebrated missionary to China, 
the heroic William C. Burns. To be a missionary 
became the passion of his life almost as soon as he 
accepted Christ as his Lord and King. 

EARLY TRAINING. 

Dr. MacKay taught school for some time while 
preparing for college. Hestudied in Toronto and 
in Princetown, N.J., graduating in theology in 
1870: Hespent the winter of 1570-71 in Scotland, 
where he came under the influence of the great 
missionary to India, Dr. Alexander Duff. His 
college training only deenened his religious zeal 
and made his desire to be a missionary more 
intense. . 

COMMISSIONED. 

Before going to Scotland in 1870 Dr. MacKay 
made application to the Foreign Mission Com- 
mittee to be sent abroad as a missionary to the 
heathen. At thattime Presbytcrianism in Canada 
was divided, and all its resources were employed 


on work at home, But in 18/1 the Foreign Mis- 
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sion Committee recommended the General 
Assembly, which met in Quebec, ‘‘ to favor work 
among the heathen,” and the Assembly decided 
that ‘‘ the offer of Mr. George L. MacKay’s ser- 
vices as a missionary to the heathen be cordially 
welcomed, and that he be, and that he is hereby, 
called by this Assembly to go forth as a mission- 
ary of the Canada Presbyterian Church to the 
foreign field.” And soit came that he was desig- 
nated and sent out to China, leaving his home on 
October 19, 1871, the first foreign missionary of 
the Canada Presbyterian Church, now the western 
section of the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 


ARRIVAL. 


Very interesting is the story Dr. MacKay tells 
of his voyage across the Pacific, his experiences 
at different points in China, the circumstances 
which led him to the Island of Formosa off the 
Chinese coast, and his stay with the English Pres- 
byterian missionaries in the south of the island. 
It was in March, 1872, he landed at Tamsui, a sea- 
portin North Formosa, and he says that when, 
on the day of his arrival, he stood on the deck of 
the steamer, looking to the north, to the south, 
and far inland to the dark green hills, ‘‘ there 
came to meacalm, sweet, prophetic, assurance 
that here would be my home, and Something said 
to me, This is the land?” 


FIRST EXPERIENCES. . 


North Formosa in 1872 was in the darkness of 
unbroken heathenism. No missionary had ever 
visited it. No Christian told of the way of salva- 
tion in any of its crowded cities. The Chinese 
were ignorant idolaters and the aborigines were 
cruel pagans. Dr. MacKay was convinced that 
he was sent of God to preach thegospel and estab- 
lish the Church of Christ in that land: ‘‘ To get 
the Gospel of the grace of God into the minds and 
hearts of the heathen, and when converted to 
build them up in their faith—that was my pur- 
pose in going to Formosa.” 


LEARNING THE LANGUAGE. 


The Chinese language is, with all the helps now 
available, extremely difficult tolearn. How much 
more difficult it must have been for him to learn 
it without a teacher or any books of much use to 
a beginner! But he set himself to the task, and 
shunning every one who could speak English, he 
talked to his Chinese servant, and especially 
with a number of herdboys with whom he made 
friends out on the downs. It was slow and vexa- 
tious, bu” after five months constant work he was 
able to speak enough Chinese to preach to the 
people. 


MARCH 


FIRST CONVERT. 


Dr. MacKay had been praying that his first 
convert might be a young man. His prayer was 
A young man came to his room one 
day and entered into earnest conversation about 
The story of his conversion is 
He said to Dr. MacKay, after 


‘““T am convinced that the 


answered. 


religious things. 
very interesting. 
a long argument, 
doctrines you teach are true..... J am deter- 
mined to be a Christian even though I suffer 
death for it.” That was in May, 1872. 

That young man became a Christian, a student, 
a preacher, an ordained minister, and is now, after 
twenty-six years, the chief among all the native 
preachers, and the man, next to the missionary 
himself, most honored and blessed in the great 
mission work in North Formosa. His name is 
Giam Chheng Hoa, better known as A Hoa. 
Through all these years he has been Dr. MacKay’s 
staunch and unflinching friend and helpful ally. 


—_—__——+<>+—_______ 
A SINKING SHIP. 


One of the greatest modern apostles of Hindu- 
ism recently uttered the following words before a 
congregation of his countrymen :-— 

‘‘'The Indian nation has been for centuries 
carried from the shores of time to the shores of 
eternity by the great national ferry of the Hindu 
system and the Hindu faith. That ship has plied 
for centuries, taking over generation after 
generation of human beings to the pleasant land 
of future lite. But now the ship is old, she is 
riddled with holes and in danger of sinking. We 
are on board. As patriots and as men, what is 
our duty? We must fit up our old vessel. With 
our heart’s blood we must do this work, we must 
put our brains, our very beings, into it ; but shall 
we succeed ? Icome to you, my children, to 
help in this task...... I sit down here beside you. 
We are sinking, but we will sink together.” 

One who heard these utterances well said: 
“Tt seems like listening to the cry of a perishing 
faith, like watching the struggles of a failing 
cause.” And how true! Hinduism with its 
antiquity, its deep philosophies, and its learning, 
is a sinking ship, and so is every other faith that 
has not for its foundation, the only Name given 
under heaven or among men whereby we can be 
saved.... What need for earnest prayer and 
unceasing labour that India’s millions who are 
going down with this sinking ship of false faith, 
may be rescued from death and brought to know 
the true power of Ged unto salvation.—IJndian 


Watchman. 
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DATE OF CLOSING THE ACCOUNTS OF THE CHURCH. 


The special attention of Congregational Treasurers is called to the fact that the: 
Accounts for the year close on the 3ist March. All contributions intended to go into 
this year’s Accounts must be in the hands of the Agents of the Church at that date. 
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Otta, St. nee 4 00 Rule eee ae 3 Mitchell 8.8. 12 99) Roseneath.. ... 4 |Reported . ....$2233 71 
Drumbo .... 50 ae Helens car 4 |Delean, Menteith 1 25 CarletonPI. St. A. 10 Arch. Ainslie.... 5 
Amherst Isd.. 1 00). Wah Aalders 9 Parry Sd. 8. S..... a 75| Embro. 385 |Harrowsmith . 5 
Dunsford....... 2 26) Brussels. Mel... 4°75 Keewatin C, 2 Cae AlmonteSt. Johns 20 |Cmpbelitn. Sta. Be 25 
Buffalo Lake..,, 100/Perth St. A.. 5 |Avonton. ye 21 05) Dundas ---. «. aa Bearbrook, Navar 10 
Ormiston..... : 2 00 et Knox.. 15 Carlingford . 2Sn000 8 25) Moffatt il Columbus. Fos aoa 33 33 
Seariaal 100 Caine Peek 54 67 Mister Se Lp ee 8 |Prince Albert. . 2 |C. W. Davis Alone 50 
Stans Sc re 3 00/ Chilliwack 9 rumbo --»» 15 |L?Original.. 11 |/Dundas m b.. 30 
Orono... SOA ae eae ye |homoka:... 6 75| Westmount. ..... 50 |Appleton ss ..... 50 
a Le 9 a ec 
eee) Oise POMS alo Lake..... | qrafton ......... WEE Sie « 
sania &StA 100 Pann cece ‘ Mooretield........ 4 Camden Deo ote 3) (6 pep uan SS... : a 
Bowmanville... 1 00/7, 2 Aaeie Pe haw 1 |Underwood....... 15 28/Claremont.... .... 4 |Egmondville bcl. 778 
Reyner saci PRISE 2 00 Neu bute pee erty pace esr 2 coe tees Nasrheaey 2 Ss... yt 
TWOOG mien Ov Biola: Lo 1 Giescoo daodr ake Road.....-- ee rs. Blair. 
Glenmorris..... 4 00 Olas aiecrs CE PANCOMes vatslsc'es 4 75 J. Irvine, Win.... 5 N.WmnstrStA.ss. 12 50 
Bryanston ..... 1 01] London, St. James 260) pono........ 2... 13 |Fergus, St. A.--. 12 {Thorold ss.. ARR 
eels wees tr % peers PREY i Hyndman........ ae pe oa aas Hone WY ca One, ie 
or. Erskine.... )| broady a sires . Ban nope arnbury, ete. ernonville ss..... 
Whitechurch.... 400|/Win. St.Ste-.-. 5 |Bank, Gib, St. A. 580 Brooksdale.. .... 13 |Mrs.Burnet, Galt. 50 
Appleton. 300|London. Knox... 5 |Bowmanville..... 10 |Escuminac. b Searbrook, ss---- 10 
Hawkesbury... 5  |Lavistock... 3 {Samuel Hunter.,. 5 |Rapid City. 1 miptew ote ss: Be 
Kilmartin ...... 4 30 Fairbairn | tenes Wedse Kelsd-s:-..cc8 OW. ISCATDOTO}) ZiO0.scn. Oe 1CTOSS WTF core «eos 
Belmont ....... 5 |S. Westminster 4 /Apple Hill S.S Gia Dy umiwich wae mec. 1 |CarletnPIZnjumb 50 
Guelph Pres... 71 57| Prineston . ae itayner wise. Be NAOT he Mice Ose aos 6 60|S:aforth y mbel. 5 60 
Florence .... 9 |Wakefield, Mash 3 |Owen Sd. Knox... 20) Iroquois). cass. css 10 |Port Elgin ss. .... ° 
Chatsworth . 2 35 Eee tonal 1 {Mont Chal jrms. 13 _'Searboro. St.A..... 16 |Dora Smith...... 50 
Scott. Uxbridge. 3 |Family... ..--. Dl We es ak 321 Little Mountain... 3 |Mont. Chalmer ss 50 
Orangeville Pres. 51 60 Ettore, Knox 15 |Atwood.. . 15 |Brockville lst... 3587|/Drum’nd. Hill ss. 25 
Ed getowneeee on Ul Lore. © Sidon. s: 2 Chesterfield. . 10 |Ham. Erskine..... 25 Selgrave..--.++> : 
Durham........ 8 80 ———|St. Lambert S.S.. 5 |Mrs. G. Ainslie... 5 Hyndman ss..---- 
AGS oR oo ere 3 46 $2,641 94| Riverside......... 4 35\Beq. Robt. Craig-. 75 |Ham. Erskine ss. 50 


82 


THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD. 


James Kelso 
Bristol Corners ss 12 


eof oee 


Toronto Cooke’s.. 50 
S'. Lambertss.... 5 
Brucefield Un.... 18 


o. 


Sian.Brss 10 3) 
Kilmartin ss.. 5 
A.Kennedy Chitn. 100 
Belmont ss. KD) 


Winchester ss. - 00 
Perth Knoxss.... 50 
Madoc St. Col. ss. 15 


Que. ChaJmers ss. 50 
Brussels, Mel. ss.. 25 
Wumstn, MisJ hnstn50 


x CJohnstn20 
se ee ipecdace 4 50 
f Friends. 450 


Wm. Lang.Rivfid 50 
Carluke, St.P. ss. 25 
McDonald’s‘‘orss 3 
Westmount Melss 50 
Lachine. St.A ... 50 
Brockville 1st, ss. 25 


Tor. Central iano AD) 

b. eh! 95 

Heat cers, FAS 7 

Tor. ee ss... 00 

Strabaness.. D5 
Kirkwall ce. 5 30 

: 10) bel. 5) 

L Orignal.. 2 


Tavistock ss. 3 


HamHa mCentrlass50 
Tor.StJamessqss 

yoderich Knoxss 50 
Oras slGe Sseeer ane: 


St. George, N.B.. 10 74 


JEWisH Mission. 
PT, Morien wfkhml2 00, 


oes BEAGC a men... 18 00, 
Riverside. - i James McAllisterl00 00 
Arthurs oases. 9 |John Ferguson.. 54 00 
TOT. eee 1 Baddeck Forks... 3 00 
Lancaster...-.... 6 10'Noel Miss. Soc. | 14 00 


—|Nine Mile Riv. ce 2 00 
Riehmond OakMt 17 76 
Clifton... 6 85 
ThorbnSuth. R, ss 26 50 
Coup. Hx&30M.G.120 00 


BHEEL HOSPITAL. 


Berlin ce. .etecei 5) 
# ee Sherbrooke ..... 3 
SOMME Y Ol Seer 
: 2 Hardwoodland ce 5 00 
Ham Central sonone S4Mid. River OLB ett) 
iw. Up. Stewiacke... 15 00 
se BrookfieldM. Soe. 10 0 
Knox COLLEGE Sru- vege oe ait 
DENTS’ MISSIONARY |Rogers Hill River 
Society. John Kirk. ...145 80 


Hst. Thos. Fulton 4 50 


TruroSt. A. MissC 5 OU 
Be * Im&bsoe.75 00 
mbes. 40500 

Beq. D.A.Stewart 75 00 
Mrs.Geddes annu. 82 50 
Hx. Park St. ce. 15 00 


LUMBERMEN’s Mission. | 
L’Orignal. 1 00 


MorMON S£TTLEMENT, 
INS Wiad: 


6 cé 


see eee 


Marcy 


St.Andrews, N.B. 20 00 


Bursary Founp. 


Carhsle Pasp. ce. 6 50 

Springhill........ 32 00) Reported....... $328 85 
Clifton, N:S;..... 40 00 Rev.J.Carruthers 6 00 
Clifton sg.2./...% 5 55 Pisarinco, N. Le 50 
Richmd, OakMtss 7 49 Coupons. . - 61 00 
New Glasgow Un.100 00. Up. Stewiacke.. 2 00 


North West. Salina pe 2h Set ie 00 


Windsor.. 00 

Saltsprings Eben. 13 00 Toes ea tA eee AF a 

ee Bee I soc. xt ae St. Andrews .N.B. 10 36 
errona Zion ce . eae |e ee 

Piston ccreet Glassy ilies ssa 3 00 

Kirk w m soc. .100 00 $445 71 


Upper Stewiacke. 10 00 
sroOkfield m b. 1 50 
RogHillRJ ohn Kir24 52 
Middle Stewiacke 10 00 


$5380 53 


Library Fund. 


Reportedeeerenen $74 31 
Div.Can.BofCom 3 50 
Morrison Bursary 12 (C0 
Pisarinco, N.B. 50 


intyre y .. 22 |SalinaCamp.Sett. 17 00 

hoe ees a Pau 2a - ui AUGMENE ATION Venn, Up. Stewiacke.... 2 00 
: awrencetown ce We 
Kintyre 2010.) 13. jSaleof map ....- 1 50/Reported..... .. $732 63 $92 31 

Prescottss ... 5 |Windsor......... 5 00 Up. Londonderry. ot Mh Manrrosa COLLEGE 
Ham. Erskine-. 10 ee ee 5 Me eee ae Bh 19 Reported. . “1516 00 
Hor, StoJames ss 25 PTA: Stewart 25 Uy|Beonomg. 20°. 10 09 Whyeoeomagin 6 00 
bs Dufferin Mines,ete 2 00 PeMorienwfthins mH Me Truro, St. A. ny 
opcwe idRiv eS an 
Alex. Sinclair... Dartmouth ee 60 03 $27 00 


Ferrona 
AGED AND InrirM Min- 


22 00 


NewGlasgow,mem. 2 50 
Up. Stewiacke. 40 00 ISTER’S Funp. 
BegeaMirss Jee 

de Wolfe... 5 00 Collections ete. 


$3,758 86 , BayFortuneP.B.I 7 00/Salina,Camp. aoe 3 00!Reported...... 31289 66 
a Mission BuILpina. |S¢ “andrews, N.B. 30 00 oop) Fouts veraeesee+ 15 00 Leitehs Creek. “ 2 00 
oe 18 Wind usq. i 00 Blue Mt. Garden. 6 00 
, Palas Ober cA sears . 814,44 447 36) InGsor: - 10 00 Glassville.. .. 5 00 
UNAPPORTIONED CON Nassaga wey a ao |Mid. Stewiacke.. 60 00 ‘ew Glasgow Un. 100 00 
TRIBUTION®. a Ae. Howe Mission Funp.|Nfld, St. HONNS aie 8 c Noel.. 2 00 
Tene St. Jam eal SI60) 00 Pesca pate Sane 3 Beng ide ae $3745 25 Bay Fortune. .... 20 00 Fisarineo.... 1 A 
AYTIG = je: rucefield ss... ev.A.P.Logan. . 00/Carlisle.......... 33 00) Tht © Be ote 
ei as 18g Ham. Centralss 25 ee he 8 oo NewGlasgow, Un. 2 30 POM Gon is rf 4 
Tor. Bloor St... 544 16 pees a | (3 S605 25| Riverside... 4 00 
Tee’ Centeal se 850 a Maitland eae 2) 389 20 a Rad ne te of ay 
Oshawa... .-++ 206 20 ‘Receipts, Antigonish ...... 125 00 Oxford o:c.Aaee 
Fergus Mel...... 200 Blue hey Garden 75 00} CoLLEGE Funp. Elmsdale. . 5 00 
Deer Park...--- 7417! Porthe month of Dec.b Pages Be SOUTIS=ec ame enor 1 00 
Brussels Mel 95 75) Rey. P. M. Morrison, D.D. BLUBUADcs Ae Eipirensu so ep ette nl aig apes a Mid. Stewiacke — 10 00 
Med Oris ae ee 48 02) Acent Halifax, Off Truro mem Ist ch 50 00|Leitch’sCreek. . 0 IntMrsEChipman 32 50 
Mor Old st A S00: 00leway xe alifax, Office) Andover S. Tilley 5 72|Blue Mt.,Garden. 10 00 Rise) Sinels Re” : oF 
Wesox: 2... ose 22 O55 pong) ara N. Glasgow Unit..100 00/Louisburg. ..... 00) Amherst... ~ 10 00 
Herons Melee. 110.00 Harcourt, N-B . 7 00/Div. Canadian .164 50 Inte St.A.ebraroad 00 
Tien Ae. ; . ; ‘ee 50 03 Omitted last month Noel . eee 4 70 Springhill © siunirelele 3) 0) Truro, Stl Au sai : 20 00 
Dundas Knox... 40 00|owing to an accident. Kingston, N.B... 11 20/Int. St.Johns Gh. 80 00\ Bay Fortune.a 4 00) 
Almonte St. Jon 303 |l'hanks are due to Dr. ase {A MeCarty. 3 a Pe Grace... ce Clifton N.S. 7 00 
Tor Central ..... 312 75|Morrison for kindly Eee aone ate oc ART WB 10 Af IntMrsJ PMcAllen36 00 
Toronto W’min. 494 34 es Repay i PtMorienwfachm. 40 00 Wooton ate 5 00 
Campbellford.... 140 | |F©Cone tame. ~ men..... 10 00' Westville. .....:. 18 00 $1693 19 
St. Helen. +2202: 107 59 Jas. McAllister... 50 00 Int. Ed. Keeler.. 91 01} Ministers’ Rates. 
Tor St. Jam sq.. 623 35 Murdoch Buchanan j 00, Mt. Uniacke..... 6 0 
Foreign Missions. |W. A. Ross ...-. 41|Riverside, N.B .. 6 00}Reported....... $204 92 
|U;, A. McLean.. at; 00|Int. Dr. W G. King 36 00) Wm. MeNichol... 4 00 
INDIAN FAMINE, Reported . . $18,032 83' Little Harbor... ... 7 50)/Musq. Harbor.. 6 00}W. H. Ness...... 4 00 
‘ Carlisle@nssce ire 13 00 Nine Mile Riv. ce 1 00/Coupons Hx30MG 65 00 J. W. Falconer... 4 00 
Craighurst,..... 4 90 Leitch’sCreek.... 15 06 Sherbrooke.. 18 00|Mid. River 0.B.. 4 00)D. MeDonald.... 8 75 
Carlisle & Pas. 8s 7 00, Mid. River C. ie 10 00;Up. Stewiacke .. 18 00|\John Valentine.. 7 00 
Neal earns REE cece Rint 7 a eee alee an see a a ae ear . ‘. a i KH. A. McCurdy... 6 00 
Tak ary 00 5 p ewiacke. alina,CampSett. A Vagth CE 4 00 
d . Blue Mt. Garden. 65 00 Brookfield M. Soe 5 00|Souris P.E. 1 Ea 00|J. K. Fraser.. 4 00 
Hibbert 5 00 Prince Port ce.. 1 95 Beq. Mrs. A. Windsor. .. s “10 OG) J. Rraser-.<. 05 oe 5 00 
W_L ae me venes 475 Milford: ce... 7 14| de wolfe.. ... 5 00|/Misses Clarke. . 5 00|J. Rosborough... 3 50 
; 0 °| Dayspring Ba 17 00 St. Johns, St. A. a 00, A. J. McLeod 5 00\J. R. MeDonald.. 7 00 
Tor Erskine. ss... 40 00) Dundas ee.. 10 00 Hx. Grove. ..... 00|Mid. Stewiacke.. 30 00! A. Campbell...... Belo 
ss 26 00/Springhill... . 45 00 se pampeoty 1D 00|Dr. Gordon — ...100 00/F. S. Coffin....... 4 00 
——|Harcourt, N.B... 23 UO Nak - 10 00| Prof. Falconer...100 00; James McLean... 4 00 
dees. INOGLSaheoeeae 2 00 sures miaveyers TOLOOWArninerstreceee see 35 00; Andrew Gray.... 49 00 
8. 8. Con Dartmouth ynms 2 46 Lawrencetown ce: ( 00|/Truro, St. A:. 10 00 Wm. Grant ..... 5 60 
-S. COMMITTER. Kingston, N.B.... 12 85 Windsor ver 40) 00) Bary, Sy PHI 6 00 John Anderson .. 9 00 
poets, ag eno = Bamana PARE Ande Na ae eg Amare BB 
. ”'Churchville...... TIEN ss neces ar den Pati 3 arson 
Thamesford ss... 5 00 Halifax Park St. 18 00 Bliz. Sinclair. . Zo LASS Will] Guerre 13 00 M. A. McKenzie 5 00 
Avonton ioe ; 00; Baddeck......... 22 00) Amherst. . - 90 00 Clifton, N.S..... 13 75 Dr. Gordon 168 00 
ai yyaae sees Xe re GE es Morrell Lo TruroSA ine fe New Glasgow Un. 144 27 <faen 
ANILON senate athurs mb.--. = 
—|Friend of missions 5 00 Bay Fortune..... 5 00 $5709 12) GranaTot .$2107 
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French EvanGeuiza- Misses Clarke.... 5 00|/St. Peter’s.... ... 20 00!Union Centre.. oe 00 Sydney, Fal. St., 40 00 
TION Funp. A. J. McLeod.... 5 00|Dr. Lawson Pee 00| Wallace. . 7 50 WO ops een 4400 
Marshdalece..... 4 00|Clifton,]1bms.. A 50 Fisher’sGrant. 200 Bathurst. . 10 22 
Reported....... $907 69 -——— |Mill Creek ss..... 2 59|St. Peter’s. - 6 00 Belledune....-. 4 10 
Riverside, N.S.... 20 30 $1,072 93 Mid. Musq. Maltn 23 65 Clifton, 1 mbs... 75 MrsMecC urdy’s cl 2 00 
Blue Mt. Garden. 10 00 = S erae 8 40|Nicholas Riv, ce, 1 50 Dunlop.......... 100 
Beq Mrs. IR : t Newcastle.. - 10 00|Mid. Musgq....... 15 00 Woodville......-. 30 00 
Austin.... .... 4 00 ecelp S$. |Newport.. - 83 00;AM McLeod, rept. 1 20 N. Shore, N.River 30 00 
Saltsprings...... 23 00 Sydney, St. And. 50 - Kempt, Walton.. 3 00 Cardicanten ae 15 00 
oel.. 25| Received during the/Summerside...... 22 13 Neweastle, N.B.. 20 00 DrMrdehMcGregor 2 00 
Meecinshs FRiv 5 00/month of January by|Summerside Ss .. 25 00|/Newport......... 21 00 Acadia Mines.... 30 00 
PisarincO........ 1 00'!Rev. P. M. Morrison.|Mr Crum Ewing..120 00/Sydney, St. And. 50 00 Westville........ 31 00 
Kingston, N.B. . 3 00|Agent at Halifax. Office! Halifax, St.Johns 35 00/Baddeck Forks... 12 20 
Westville......:- 14 00|389 Duke St. ae Rarkstiss fa 00|Stud. Miss. Asso 59 00 $2829 58 
W.A.McCarty.... 2 00 INGelssiae eee 25|Port Morien ss.... 38 71 —— 
Bathurst......... 25 00} Foreign Missions. |Noel Shore ss. 4 00|Port Morien ce... 6 79 CoLLEGe Funp 
Friend of Miss 5 00 __ |McLellan’s Bk ss 3 30/Hx. St.Johns.-. 35 00 . ae ; 
Pt. Morien, men. 1 68|Reported..... $15,447 36 Sydney Fal. St. 50 00,Mt. Wolfville ... 13 50 Revorted 25709 12 
GreenfieJd........ 1 G0|Cavendish ss..... 6 60 Hx.FortMassey 1300 00)Noel ss.......-..- 25] (3 ay Ann Bast oh 00 
Sherbrooke ...?.. 13 00} Two Friends”... 5 00 “Chinese c]. 11 20| McLennan’sBk ss 8 30 Dare u ‘ 1 QU 
Mid.River, C.B _ 8 0( )Fredericton...... 140 (0 Maple Green gs. 2 00)/SydneyFal.St..-. 22 00} Care sennee oo 
Upper Stewiacke. 12 00| Yarmouth ce..... 25 00)Summerside ss .. 4 00/Hx. Fort Massey.400 00| fq. Stewurk 8 00 
Hx. Grove..---..- 5 00/Campbellton ss... 10 00/UpperCharlo..... 4 00|Int. E. Hubley.... 25 00 Tiveride ee oe 6 18 
Souris...........- 5 00/Portaupique... 1 00) Halifax St. And. 135 00/ Halifax St. And..125 00 Saat eingin 26 0) 
Windsor. . . 10 00|/brLawsonMemFd 15 00 Grove ss 61 d0 rove.... 200 N'¢ Pee a James 56 38 
Mid. Stewiacke 20 00 Saltsprings StLu. 24 60 Wallace, Knox ss 8 00/Harvey, Acton... 26 46(,2}a0 ” 40 U0 
Truro: ste A] se. 20°00 see: 385 00 Bathurst. . sae Pt OO) Youghall. Jy 5) oe ade RB: AESRi iv 11 14 
New Carlisle ss. 3 00|Dufferin Ns 2; 00, W Pugwash unsel 2 00|St. John, St. Ste. ss. 16 00 ee wy Eetib Rie 79 
Se Pasp ss 3,00 Mosex River ss. 1 70, Woodville.. . 20 00] Woodville. - 20 0 Cl de Rj ee yy PRE 7 00 
———|Mt. Stewart...... . 25 00| Acadia Mines-.-- 72 00|Lake Utstaeers 2 16 50! nee Har Gt Taek 45 00 
$1, 121 92)Geergetown,mb.. 3 00/Lake Uist.......-. 3 25|N.Shore, N.River 18 00) \y, at ae ; 9 8 
— 1Versidessce eee 0 8l\Rev. J. M. Fisher 2 fe Gape George..... 5 65| IntMreECamerén: 3 26 00 
Pre. aux Tremere |Milford G.Riv. ss 31 80/Cape George...... 14|Pugwash,StM.pricll 15 yaym : Ey au 
ano Greenwood ss. . 5 70\Cardigan. . 16 o0|r. M. McGregor 6 00 G ae re. 18 00 
; Amherst.... .... 16 00 pot ag ee 600 Cardigan, Pe. DL MEe OU ede aid aie remo Ob 
Reported.. .....$104 00/R. H. Henry. ..-- 1 00/Dr.M. McGregor 800| ‘ ce....... 1 00 pic du ne T1 50 
Upper Stewiacke. 1 00/SouthGut,Kng’tn 12 00|Hx.Cobourg Rd.ss 10 00} Hx. Cobourene ss 10 00 Moncton rh ay 25 00 
Hopewell ss.. .... 20 50|N. Glas. James...360 72/ ** Chalmers ss. 50 00| “ Chalmers Boer GOO a Aoliaa h We £1OL 15 
Mt. Pleasant ss.. 74\Onslow 88-.-..-.» 25 90 Folleigh Mt. ce... 6 83) Po. rs I a tee 9°06 
wee (ONSLOW selec aes 132 389 $19835 52' Acadia Mines. .. 74:17 Ba eB i ated 2 10 
$126 24:In His Name..... 1 00 dal ee ae 00 
Grand Total. Ste 16| Wolfville ce..... 5 00 North West. oa StJ it ai 60 
WRiv&GreenHill 1 00 Home MIssions. ; p t Hanti a or 6 40 
Loch Broomss .. 3 50 Acadia Mines.... 20 00|[ Ouhaker  ... 8 00 
ASSEMBLY Funp. RiversdaleBassR. 7 17|Reported.....-$5390 53) Hx. Chalmers ss.. 25 00 Union Ce t whe: 11 00 
Karltown..--.- 15 00\Lower Stewiacke. 41 05 Halifax, St.A... 150 00!p ehaeiae ante 2 00 
Reported........ $83 75 Hx ParkStChinese 11 86]Portaupique... 1,00 Amherst: ::. %... 26 00 Hoe aran 8 U0 
Blue Mt. Garden. 2 00'N.Glas. United ss 84 39|/Moser River ss..... 1 50 Onslow...... .... 25 00 as OUT Ot ay a 
Glassville........ 3 00 Wawelg, ete. 22 00/Mt. Stewart...... 25 00) RevJ DMeGillivray 5 00 Newer at N. ‘on 12. 00 
Merigomish,FRiv. 3 90;/Maccan, Riv. Heb 34 38|Georgetown m b.. 3 00) Gharlotn StJames 30 00 Neowin nee ie 12 00 
Pisarinco........ Princetown . . 25 00|/Riverside........ 2 70| Westvillemb.... 10 00 Seitee S rilonk 95 0 
Heonomy-.i1. .. af Eel 66 24} Milford ce.. 1 45|Scotstown. .....- 12 00 Pont oe N.S sa 50) 
Loggieville. ..... ne bn Wallace ce ...... 19 00; Amherst......... 29 00|St. Stephen.....- 10 00 He St Johns 99 00 
t. George.. ..... 0/\CoveHead, BrklyPt 6 00;\Cove Head rept. 8 0!|Steliarton ss..--- 10 00 Noel piomree eTy 15 00 
Ferrona...+....-- hi Clyde Riv., P.E.I. 13 65 SouthGut,Engtn. 11 00| Pictou, Prince St. 35 98] nev, Falestaihag’ 00 
Sherbrooke ..... “- wfms. 6 74/Kempt,Waltonce 2 00'Mid. Musq...... 25 0 abe re t Ma -y.250 00 
Mid. woke ca § 30 00 Charlot’n St. Jas.154 00)N. Glas. James..177 60 Summerside. ---. 50 00) Dall pO i aca “90 00 
Upper Stewiacke. 5 00 wfims.,.-100 00/Onslow .......... 60 00|/Sydnev,Fal. ce, ss ie 4] Halifax, St.A. -..1W 00 
Elmsdale........ 2 50 “ mb .--. 20 00)/Durham ‘ce...... 5 00| Dalhousie. ...... 500 a oye Tae OU 
SOULIS Jeet.) -,- 2 00|N. Glas. James.. 23 83|Riverside Bass Riv 8 00 Woonly Toke Pa as 5 00 
Mid. Stewiacke.. 4 00 Wentworth wms. 5 00/Karltown........ 10 00 $8236 41 Ne Sh. ee N. River 0 60 
AMM herstieleie.d i 5 00 Woodstock, N.B. 41 04;Maccan,R,Heb.ce 3 00 ee Pri ve Mystere 18 00 
— Hopewell Un.. eae 30/Cove Head, Bets 5! 00 Hileae nite 9 55 
$125 25 Westville ss...... 10 00 Wallace ce.. -- 16 00} AUGMENTATION FUND. Ca aie eee pee ete 00 
--- m b.... 25 00 ClydeRiverP.B.1. 10 00) ae McGrases 4600 
Wipows’ AND Harmonyce...... 10 00|/Charltn. St. Jas,100 00 Reported...... $1605 26 ee poy MG irew SUF: 20 00 
ORPHANS’ Funp. Hx. Chalmers....1380 00) Woodstock. ..... 27 32) Portaupique, N,S 4 90 a ee Ste Mat tt. 20 00 
Strathlorne ..... 8 00\Gay’sRiv Milford 37 11 Bass River, ae S. 5 00 I te Oi i >, 16 66 
Reported... .$66 50|Valleyfield....... 75 0U|\Dartmouth,3 frds 30 00) Mt. Stewart.. LO OO) as vane ae a, 
Blue Mt. Garden 1 00|Picton, Knox.... 75 00 KE. Riv. StMarys ce 3 0U| Riverside........ 10 31 $6819 71 
Glassville. . 2 00/Stellarton ss..... 40 00 Harmony ce. 00|\ Kempt, jeans . 10 00 he 
Del Lane eds 2 00/ThorburnSuthRiv 61 00 Miller’s Creek ce. 1B 00)N.West Arm.. 9 30 : 
Souris. - 00}Picton, Prince St.236 37\Strathlorne.....- 15 09 Onslow ..... ...-. 65 (0 Bursary Funp. 
Truro, St. res Oe (eels 5 00|PictouPrinceSt ss 51 35) Valleyfield...... - 70 00 W. Riv,Green Hill 60 00 pret 
—|Hx. St. And. ss. 10 00) Pictou, Knox...- 35 00 RiversdeBassRiy. 17 Reported... -+ ++ B445 71 
$78 50|Bedford ce........ 8 00/St. Stephens, N.B 14 7 Karltown.- 35 00) Mt. Stewart...... 5 00 
— Hx. St. Matt. ss. 23 73|Stellarton ss... 20 00\ClydeRiver,P.E.I. 15 00S. Gut. Engtn. . 5 00 
Korean Mission (P.WmSouth’ptnce 7 00 Pictou Prince St 129 57|Valleyfield....... 30 00/N. Glasgow Jas.. 22 18 
Barneys River... 26 40,Hx., St. And. ss. 15 00|Moneten... .. 50 00) W.Riv, Green Hill 15 00 
Reported........ #935 50 Truro Ist--.-..--200 (0 Sackville. Hx.Co. 2 00/Pictou, PrinceSt.140 09 Karltown.--..... 8 80 
Rev. A.P.Logan.. 400, ‘‘ MrsArchibald 5 00/Hx. St. Matt. ss. 5 00 Saltsprings.s StLuk 10 C0| Clyde River. PEI. 2 00 
Louisburg........ 8 50 HxChalmersjuce 6 00|/Burney’s River. . 21 00)Truro Ist.... ...- 70 00)Rev.J DMacFarlane 1 00 
Fairville oe. 2%). 16 00 St.John, StJohns 5 00/Truro Ist.........170 00)Hx. St. Johns. . wii 35) Rev. A.W. McKay 56 00 
Merigomish, F.Riv 5 25 Oxford ce........ 20 40/Hx. Chal. ju. ce. 4 00;Lochaber........ 00|S trathlorne 3 00 
Watervale ss..... 1 0vj|Kempt,GB Mosher 1 00/St. John. StJohns 5 00 Union Centre. . 30 00) Pictou, Prince St 10 0¢ 
Jennie H. Semple 5 00|Port. Hastings... 33 90|Black Brook, sl. 1 00|Fisher’s Grant... 15 00 Truro Ist... 6 00 
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THE MONTREAL “WITNESS” 


was started over half a century ago as an organ 
of Christian righteousness. It has grown from a 
very small paper at a very high price, to a very 
large paper at a very low price, and has passed 
through all the phases by which the great modern 
newspaper has developed to what it is to-day, 
without sacrificing any of the principles with 
which it started. 

‘‘'The Witness” aims to give all the news that 
is fit to print, commenting on the problems of the 
day in vigorous, well-informed, unbiased articles. 

It is probably largely due to ‘‘ The Witness ” 
that Canada is the most temperate of all Christian 
countries to-day. Those who wish prohibition 
success in this year’s fight will find it their cham- 
pion. 

‘“The Witness” belongs to no political party 
and is dominated by no moneyed interest. It 
has never been paid to speak or to keep silence. 

‘The Witness” is simply the people’s paper, 
and all its influence is wielded in their behoof. 

The ‘‘Witness” subscription rates, free of post- 
age to any Canadian post office outside of 
Montreal, are as follows: 

‘““Daily Witness,” $3.00; ‘‘ Weekly Witness,” 
$1.00. 

Address—Joun DovuGauut, & Son, Publishers, 
Montreal, 
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THRIETY HOUSEWIVES 


Everywhere recognize how ih: 
much can be saved by using ea 


Diamond ¢ " 
Dyes 


And their superiority to all 
others. One ten-cent pack- 
age saves the cost of a new 
gown, for it makes an old 
one like new. Diamond 
Dyes come in more than 
forty colors, for dyeing 
wool, cotton, silk or feath- «es 
ers. They are easy to use and neither sun 
nor soapsuds will make the color fade. 
Sold everywhere. Direction Book and 
forty samples of dyed cloth sent free. 


WELLS & RICHARDSON Co., Montreal, P,Q. 
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GLEANINGS. 


Religion that costs nothing is worth nothing. 


Give time to the evil one and you give him all 
he requires.—Giladstone. 


Our prayers for more talents will not be heara 
unless we are improving those we have. 


The realization of God’s presence is the one 
sovereign remedy against temptation.—Jenelon. 


If we would deal successfully with evils, we 
must avoid the use of evil means and methods. — 
Rev. C. BE. Sheppard. 


Bows drawn at a venture hit in a way that 
astonishes ourselves when God puts His own 
arrows on the string.— Havergal. 

I owe my health and vigor through a long 
and busy life to the Sabbath day with its blessed 
surcease of toil.— William E. Gladstone. 


Not until you make men self-reliant, intelligent, 
and fond of struggle—fonder of struggle than of 
help—not till then have you relieved poverty.— 
Phillips Brooks. 


Preach the Gospel that the Lord Jesus and 
holy men of old preached, and reserve science and 
clap trap for other occasions outside the pulpit.— 
Rev. L. W. Bates, D.D. 


To do wrong is to inflict the surest injury on 
our own peace. No enemy can do us equal harm 
with what we co curselves, whenever and however 
we violate any moral or religious obligation.— 


Channing. 


We may not live in martyr days, but we can 
live for martyr principals and rewards. The 
spirit of loyalty and devotion to Christ is as much 
needed now xs in the days when Stephen died for 
his Lordand Redeemer. 


The sources of joy and glory le solely within 
us. Ifaman’s heart be not at peace; if he does 
not possess his own approval; if a peaceful con- 
science does not shed its ight upon him, then 
nothing can make him happy.—Farrar. 

Stated seasons of quiet and retirement are 
demafided for the nurturing of the spiritual nature. 
It is in such times that we realize the littleness of 
the frets and annoyances of the wey, and rise with 
fresh incentives for holy duty.—J. R. MacDuff. 
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Out of sufferings have emerged the strongest 
souls ; the most massive characters are seamed 
with scars ; martrys have put on their coronation 
robes glittering with fire ; and through their tears 
have the sorrowful first seen the gate of heaven.— 
EK. H. Chapin. 


Kind words produce their ownimage in men’s 
souls, and a beautiful image it is. They soothe 
and comfort the hearer. They shame him out of 
his unkind feelings. We have not yet begun to 
use them in such abundance as they ought to be 
used.—Pascal. 


Blessed is the man who has the gift of mak- 
ing friends, for itis one of God’s best gifts. It 
involves many things, but above all is the 
power of going out of one’s self and seeing and 
appreciating whatever is noble and loving in an- 
other man.—T. Hughes. 


Taraday, with his giant intellect was asked on 
‘‘ What are your speculations ? ” 
‘‘Speculations? IT have none. J am resting on 
certainties. I know Whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that He is able to keep that which 
I have committed to Him.” 


his dying bed, 


God keeps a school for his children here on 
earth ; and one of his best teachers is named Dis- 


appointment. He isa rough teacher ; severe in 


tone and harsh in his handling ,sometimes ; but his _ 


tuition is worth all it costs. Many of our best 
lessons through life have been taught us by that 
same stern old schoolmaster, Disappointment.— 
Theodore L. Cuyler. 


The Lutheran Observer tells of a pastor who was 
informed by one of his members that all she knew 
of infidelity she had learned from his sermons. 
This was a revelation to him, and started search- 
ing inquiry, and led him to preach with more 
positiveness and directness. The minister’s busi- 
ness is to inculcate faith, not doubt. He is to set 
forth the positive, rather than the negative, side 
of truth. 


Individuals are largely influenced by what they 
read and the conversation they hear. It enters 
into the very life and finds expression. First, in 
their words ; second, in their actions, and, third, 
How 


in the very expression of the countenance. 


eth.” —Rev.. J. G. Reed. 


careful then should we be in the selection of the 
literature we read and the company we keep. 
‘* Of the abundance of the heart the mouth speak- 

a 


= 


NY A oN 


APRIL, (898. 


reas 


SMU LLM MULE ear Ui Ann dd) ie MMMM eo nen nr es OAT 


mM 


is 
Va 
. Ae 


ea 
Fa 


LALIQUE T001 i / ac AR ran aS 


PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY OP 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


ee r= 


Laygbeig = = 


lp LEV Peete eS Semmens 
MUU 


STM ITM Te ET TT LO 


LIVERPOOL AND LONDON AND GLOBE 


INSURANCE COMPANY. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS IN CANADA ¢ 


EDMUND J. BARBEAU, Esg., Chairman. 
Ww. J. BUCHANAN, Esa... Divuty Chairman. 


Js Ve GALT. SAM’L FINLEY, ED. S. CLOUSTON. 
Available Assets, - - = $58,553,900 
Invested in Canada, - - - 2,110,000 


Mercantile Risks accepted at lowest current rates 
Dwelling Houses, Farm Properties and Churches insured 


at lowest terms. 
G. F. C. SMITH, 
Chief Agent and Resident Secretary. 
1 Place d’Armes, corner St. James St., Montreal. 
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It is the resolute man who counts in life. 
Battles have to be fought, temptations have to be 
overcome, sorrows have to be endured, and com- 
petition has to be encouraged. Under such cir- 
cumstances, the weak and irresolute fail. Only 
he of nerve and force, of decided convictions, of 
will and determination, stands firm under strong 
pressure, and gains the prize set before him. 


Morton, Phillips & Co. 


Stationers, 
Blank Book Makers, 


AND Printers. 2 


1755 AND (757 NOTRE DAME STREET, 
MONTREAL. 


PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF PRAISE, 


CONTAINING 


122 SELECTIONS FROM THE PSALMS AND ABOUT 630 HYMNS. 
FULL ASSORTMENT 
From 8c., 10e., 30c., 60c. ; Music Edition, 90c., $1.25. 


An edition containing the complete Psalter is also in 
preparation, notice of which will be given later. 


Early Orders Solicited, 


W. DRYSDALE & CO., 
232 St. James Street, Montreal. 


Francis H. Carysier, Q.C. C. J. R. Bernune. 


CHRYSLER & BETHUNE, 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS, OTTAWA, CANADA. 
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= Ge RELY & OTHER 


site aon Ee 


Ea : Y.URELL-METAL 
CHIMES. Soe ah ie FREE, 


THE ONTARIO MEDICAL COLLEGE FOR WOMEN, LIMITED, 


For Calendar, etc., apply to 


DR. D, J. GIBB WISHART. Registrar, 
1 Sumach Street, TORONTO. 


St. Margaret’s College 


TORONTO. 


A Collegiate School for Girls In the finest Residental part 
of Toronto. 
Board of Management: 

Rey. G, M. Milligan, M.A., D.D., old St. Andrew’s Church, 
Toronto, President. 

J. K. Macdonald, Esq., Man.-Dir. Confederation Life 
Association, Toronto, Vice-President, 

Rey. Louis H. Jordan, M.A., B.D., St. James Square 
Church, Toronto. 

George Dickson, M.A., late Principal, Upper Canada Col- 
lege, and Hamilton Goll, Inst, 

Mrs. George Dickson, Lady Principal, St. Margaret’s Col. 


ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT under teachers of the highest 
Academie and professional standing, 

MUSICAL DEPARTMENT, under teachers trained by-the best 
European masters, 

ART DEPARTMENT, including classes in drawing from 
Casts, painting (water colors and oils), art needle 
work, china painting, pen and ink sketching, etc., is 
under the direction of aR. OB mein Ae Cras 

DOMESTIC SCIENCE classes are taught by specialists. 

Staff of 26 teachers, 7 of whom reside in the college, 
Thorough supervision of pupils’ studies. Modern meth- 
ods of instruction. Complete equipment, large grounds. 

For circulars, apply to 

Mrs. George Dickson, Lady Principal, 
ST. MARGARET’S COLLEGE, Toronto, 


Che Typewriterium... 
1740 NOTRE DAME, 


ALBERT BRYCE, 


ACENT. 
Machines of all kinds always on hand to 
rent or for sale. Old machines rebuilt 
and repaired. 


PRESBYTERIAN LADIES’ COLLEGF, 


OTTAWA, 


(Formerly COLIGNY COLLEGE). 
President, ~ Rey. W. T. Herriver, B.D. 
Principal, - Miss Jessy Moncrierr McBRatney. 


The Curriculum provides a carefully graded course of 
instruction frem the Kindergarten up to University 
Matriculation. 

Music, Art, Elocution, Physical Culture and Deportment, 
Needlework, and Cookery are taught by Specialists. 

Instruction in the Music Department is after the 
methods of the best German schools. 

The Art Department offers courses in Drawing from the 
Cast, Painting in Oiland Water Colour, Pastel, Miniature 
and China Painting. 

Hight of the fourteen members of the teaching staff 
reside in the College and supervise the pupils’ studies. 

Application for Circular and for admission may be made 
to the Principal. 
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Solicitors to the Bank of Montreal and the Canadian Pacific Ry. 
SPECIAL ATTENTION GIVEN TO COLLECTIONS. 
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OUR NEIGHBORS. 


We have a new neighbor. The ‘‘Presbyte- 
rian Review”’ has reached out long and loy- 
ing arm, wedded Montreal, and keeps honey- 
moon next door. It is a very pleasant neigh- 
bor, too. The last issue that came in before 
this writing almost took our breath away, 
so flattering was its greeting. Our poor staff 
scarcely knew itself. A homely pen, unskilled 
in courtly phrase, essays in vain a meet res- 
ponse. It can only copy for our neighbor, 
the good old formula of Gerizim, in basket 
and store, paper and ink, type and press, 
writers and readers, and all else that makes 
glad the heart of a newspaper. 


OURSELVES. 


The ‘“‘Presbyterian Record’’ should be in 
every home in our Church. It is published 
by the Church for itself, to help its own 
work. Every church member and adherent 
is a proprietor. There are few ways in 
which so much good can be done, at so smal] 
an expenditure of money and effort, as by 
putting the Record into every family that 
does not take it. 

From a financial standpoint it would pay 
many a congregation to take the Record for 
each of its families. The increased giving 
to the church that would result from the 
added interest among the more careless 
ones, small though it might be, would, on 
the whole, more than pay for the cost of do- 
ing 80. 

But the great good that would result 
would be the good that this kind of Home 
Mission work would do among the less inter- 
ested half. Here is a field of work from 
which the subscription plan practically ex- 


cludes it, while if taken by the congregation 
for every family, it has open an door to a 
large field of usefulness. Many congrega- 
tions have adopted this method, 

To help in extending its circulation, the 
Record will be sent to the end of this year, 
for those who are not now taking it, for 15 
cents, in parcels, together with back num- 
bers so far as these are on hand. 

The ‘‘Children’s Record” should accom- 
pany the larger one to all houses where 
there are children, and for the same reason, 
to give them their share. To aid in this 
good work it will be sent to the end of the 
year, for 10 cents, in parcels, for those wha 
do not now get it. 

The §. S. Lesson Helps of our own 
church, issued from this office, have been 
kindly received. We have had some special 
difficultles in connection with them, which 
need not be here mentioned; and some other 
difficulties that are always more or less inci- 
dent to beginnings. These difficulties we 
have done our best to meet, and hope to do 
better in future issues. Many thanks for 
the kindly words in regard to them. 

Please read carefully the advertisement on 
inside back cover. Unless there are some 
special reasons for using ‘‘Leaflets,’’ we 
would recommend that ‘‘Quarterlies’” be 
taken for the scholars. They cost but 10 
cents per year in parcels, only 4 cents more 
than the Leaflets. 


An item in the ‘“‘Home Study Quarterly ” 
should be corrected as follows: Lesson, 
29 May, by Rev. James Fleck; 5 June, by 
Rev. P. H. Hutcheson; 12 June, Ed.; 19 


June, Rev. Geo. Whillans. 
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Our Home Work. 


—_- 


THE MORMONS IN CANADA. 


‘‘Preach against the Mormons’’ used to be 
a common proverb, for the charge not to 
give offence by preaching against everyday 
sins of the hearers. It seems the time has 
come when, in Canada, people need to be 
warned against Mormon emissaries and 
missionaries. The Presbyterian Review 
gives an ominous picture of the progress 
that they have made in our own land, _ es- 
pecially in some country districts in On- 
tario, 

The history of Mormonism in Utah has 
many a dark page of lust and treachery and 
blood, but so long as Utah was a territory, 
and was controlled by the United States 
Congress, polygamy and other crimes could 
be kept in check. A year or two since, un- 
der solemn assurances and promises that such 
viclatious of law, human and divine, were no 
longer allowed, Utah was admitted to the 
rank; of Statehood with the self-governing 
powers of a State, 

Freed in a measure from control, their-foul 
system has taken on a fresh lease of life, 
and they are sending out missionaries in 
large numbers, who deceive the unknowing 
and unwary by their false and specious 
statements and promises. 


Rev. 8S. E. Wishard, D. D., Superintend- 
ent, in Utah, of the Home Mission work of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., North, 
writes in the Church at Home and Abroad 
as follows: 

“The Mormon Church is sending mission- 
aries into all the States in the Union and 
into Canada. The number of these mission- 
aries is estimated to be not less than 1,300, 
and probably more, They deny and misre- 
present their doctrines as taught in Utah. 
They claim to be a Christian denomination 
doing the same work that the Christian 
ehurches are doing, only doing it better. 

“They distribute their printed creed, 
‘which is utterly misleading and gives no 
true information concerning their doctrines, 
They deny the existence of polygamy, while 
they still teach the doctrine and practice 
polygamy here in Utah. They worship Adam 
as God. They are polytheists. 

‘‘We are constantly in receipt of letters of 
inquiry from all parts of the United States, 
east, west, north and south; also from Can- 
ada and Australia, as to the Mormon belief, 
Their missionaries go out a8 beggars, ask- 
{ng for the hospitality of Christian homes, 
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and for the use of Christian churches, and 
lead unwary people into their delusions. 

“In view of the constant inquiries com- 
ing to us, and the general lack of informa- 
tion in the East concerning this blasphe- 
mous system of idolatry and filth, we have 
established a printing press by which we 
can furnish such tracts and information, at 
cost, as will help to break the power of this 
growing abomination by exposing the vile- 
ness of the Mormon system and forestalling 
the work of deception which is carried on 
so extensively.”’ 


A LETTER FROM KLONDIKE, 


A most interesting letter from the land 
of gold is given in the Church at Home and 
Abroad, by Rev. 8. Hall Young, a mission- 
ary of the Presbyterian Church in the U. 8. 
A., (north), who Las been in the past doing 
Home Mission work in Alaska, and has gone 
in to Dawson City. While the bulk of the 
miners come from the U.S.A., it is cheering 
to know that we are to have help in work for. 
their good. Our Messrs. Dickie and Grant, 
who are on their way to Yukon, will find in 
Mr. Hall a congenial spirit. But let Mr. 
Hall tell his own story, as written to the 
Home Mission secretaries of his own church: 


Dawson City, N.W.T., Canada, 
December 1, 1897, 

I sent you a report from Skagway, urging 
the speedy occupation of that important 
town by our Board. I hope that has been 
done. It is the opinion of the most experi- 
enced that Skagway is bound to be a boom- 
ing town for years, being on a good harbor 
and near the gateway of the Yukon district. 

My last report closed with our reasons for 
taking the Dyea trail rather than the Skag- 
way. The event proved we were right, for 
we got through to Lake Bennett in less 
than two weeks. Had we taken the Skag- 
way route it is doubtful if we would have 
got through in time to descend the river. 

But thea large number of rich passengers 
who came by the Queen, to whom speed was 
more than cheapness, and who bid against 
each other for first place, raised the price of 
packing from day to day to an appalling fig- 
ure, catching us especially at Sheep Camp 
and Gong Lake, and compelling us to pay 
three or four times what we expected to pay 
for packing our goods. We did not get our 
goods to Dawson City for a cent less than 
one dollar per pound. 

But we ‘‘hustled”’ through, packing all we 
were able ourselves and taking advantage of 
every means of saving our money. We lost 
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some of our groceries by the Queen---a sack 
of flour and our tea--escaping the heavy loss 
experienced by many; and two more sacks of 
flour were stolen on the trail---a very com- 
mon occurrence, 

At Dyea and Sheep Camp, finding that we 
had not money enough to get us through 
with all our outtit, we had to sell flour and 
other groceries, expecting to find plenty at 
Dawson City, brought by the Yukon steam- 
ers. It left us short of everything, especial- 
ly flour, We came upon a scow belonging to 
Mr. Sullivan, who I hope will call upon you 
this winter, and tell you more than | can 
write you. Heis going out soon. We hada 
partly pleasant and partly tedious trip, be- 
ing caught in the ice after we reached the 
Polly and experiencing much discomfort and 
hard work and some danger. But the 
hardships of the Dyea trail and the river 
trip seemed light to me. I have undergone 
worse experiences in Alaska. 

On arriving I set to work vigorously to 
find a place of worship. The winter was al- 
ready upon us, and we must have a warm 
house. I tried for every large house in Daw- 
son, not omitting the dance halls, | thought 
that we would have to build temporary 
quarters, late as it was and expensive as 
such a building would be. The crowds of 
boats arriving with eager passengers every 
day had run up prices and rents to an enor- 
mous figure. { got the promise of the use 
of the ‘Opera House’’ for our first service, 
but it was reconsidered and broken. It was 
on Friday, October 8, that we arrived, and 
we did not get our goods ashore till Satur- 
day p.m., at Klondike City, commonly called 
Louse Town, two miles from Dawson. It 
was impossible to get a preaching place for 
the 10th, 

The next Thureday, after trying hard every 
day to get a building, I found a new one- 
story and a half house, 25 x 30 feet, built 
of logs chinked with moss, the lower story 
one room with front and back doors and 
three windows, one of them boarded up for 
lack of glass. The upstairs was divided into 
six rooms, separated by rough board parti- 
tions, each 10 x 10 feet, with hall running 
through the centre. Each hada window 
frame without sash. The owner was a 
French saloon-keeper named Napoleon Du- 
pres. He was planning to go out on the 
first ice, and wished to raise all the ready 
money he could. He offered me the lower 
room for one month for $100, and the whole 
house till May 15 for $850, in advance. He 
gave me only five days to decide in. 

I got the $100 at once and secured the hall 
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for a month, and then “hustled” for room- 
ers. By Saturday I had rented all the rooms 
at $20 per month, and secured about $200 
advance rent. Over forty men applied to me 
for rooms. Then on Tuesday I borrowed the 
balance, giving my personal note, and paid 
down the remaining $750, and thus secured 
a place of worship till spring. Dr. McEwen 
signed with me one of the notes---from Mr, 
Foweet, our Christian gold commissioner --. 
$300. The other notes, amounting to $350, 
I gave myself, having already good credit. 
with many responsible men interested in our 
success. The rents were good security. 

We placarded the town for our first ser- 
vice, held October 17. I borrowed a piece of 
broom from the Stickine Indian, Jimmie 
Jackson, patched it up, and swept out the 
moss and sawdust. Then I got the loan of 
some blocks sawed for wood, borrowed some 
planks to lay upon them, advertised for 
hymn books and we had services at 11 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. They were quite well attended 
and much interest manifested, over fifty at- 
tending the evening service. The collection, 
partly in gold dust, was $40. We organized 
a Bible class, an Endeavor Society, and a 
choir the next Sabbath. 

Mr. Bowen, the young minister of the 
Church of England, has shown a most liber- 
al spirit, and at his invitation (he having 
some kerosene and we having none) we have 
been holding our Wednesday evening prayer 
meeting in his church, just completed on 
our arrival. 

The 24th of October was a red-letter day 
with us, for two fine men came to a decision 
for Christ, and have ever since been show- 
ing their faith by earnest works. Others 
have expressed a determination to seek un- 
til they find. 

Our services continued to increase in in- 
terest and attendance. We got the loan of 
sixteen planed boards (no lumber could be 
bought), purchased forty blocks for $35; 
made some tables and stools and got our 
house comfortably seated. Mr. Dupres had 
loaned us a square stove. 

It cost me $200 to fit up the church and 
tLe rooms. Some of the items were twelve 
joints of stove-pipe at $1.50 apiece, two el- 
bows at $3 each, four ten-cent hasps at $2 
each, six roofplates at $3.50 each, etc. Mus- 
lin for lining cost thirty-five cents per 
yard and tacks fifty cents a paper. This will 
give you some idea of Klondike prices. The 
last rough lumber sawed here sold at $400 
per thousand feet. Mr. Dupres procured 
sashes for the windows, paying an ounce of 
gold for each half sash. 


88 THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD. 


Then we undertook to start a reading- 
room and book exchange and labor bureau--- 
kept our church warmed every day and pro- 
vided a place where men could sit down and 
read and write witLout going to a saloon. It 
was a success at once, the men bringing 
wood, and eagerly bringing and exchanging 
books and magazines. Then the miners con- 
cluded to turn over to my charge the 1000 
volumes comprising their library, and were 
preparing to build shelves and put up the 
books when the tire occurred. Fortunately 
the books had not been brought. 

All of those things kept us very busy 
here; but I found time to take a trip up to 
Bonanza and Eldorado, visited twenty fami- 
lies---or rather cabins---and walked twenty- 
five miles; one day discovered about forty 
professing Christians, secured the free use 
of a hotel room kept by Miss Mulroney, a 
Catholic lady who used to be a stewardess on 
the Alaska steamers, and thus knew me, 
preached there November 21, and sent Dr. 
McEwen up for the second service last Sab- 
bath. lt is at the mouth of Eldorado Creek 
fifteen miles trom Uawson. 

Our collections have averaged $25 per Sab- 
bath. Dr. McEwen has not had much prac- 
ticing to do. We hope to secure an office on 
the front street for him, and hope his busi- 
ness will increase. A Catholic hospital is 
running here, and is full to overflowing. We 
hope to build one of our own next spring, 
perhaps in connection with the Episcopal 
mission. 

Now comes the per contra. At five o’clock 
Sabbath morning, November 21, we were 
awakened by the light of a tire. Our cabin 
is over a quarter of a mile from the church. 
We soon found that our beloved Klondikei 
church was all ablaze. A young Englishman 
visiting the room of two of our best lodg- 
ers who were both absent, stayed out too 
late and came in under the influence of li- 
quor, pitched into bed with overcoat and 
moccasins on, lit the candle and neglected 
(as is supposed) to put it out, and the fire 
communicated itself to the bunk and parti- 
tion and soon was beyond control. 

The lodgers awakened by flame and smoke, 
barely escaped with their lives. Fourteen 
valuable outfits of food---more precious here 
than gold---were burned. Some _ lost even 
their money and watches, running out in 
their drawers. The church property ‘was 
nearly all destroyed. We saved one table 
and some of the hymn boolés and magazines. 
It was the loss of $1000 to the mission, for 
not a cent of the advance rent can be recov- 
ered. It was an awful blow. 
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So I had to go to “hustling”? again. The 
Pioneer Association have just completed a 
fine hall---far the best in the town --- large 
and warm. The Building and Finance Com- 
mittees happened to be composed of my 
personal friends. They brought the matter 
up at a meeting of the association last week 
and granted us the free use of the hall on 
Sundays till spring. Then another fire oc- 
curred last Thursday a.m., burning up a 
number of saloons and dance halls and the 
Opera House. There were a large number of 
benches and a piano saved, and we have the 
free use of these for an indefinite period. 

So we had a nice comfortable service last 
Sabbath, with a Thanksgiving sermon in 
the morning, although the temperature out- 
side was 50 degrees below zero. Mrs. Kai- 
ser, a lady banker from Jacksonville, I11., is 
our pianist. We are truly thankful for the 
friends the Lord has given us here. We are 
finding more every day. Many Christians 
and many others whom we hope to lead to- 
ward the way. 

Now regarding our personal affairs. As 
I have said, we came in short of food, like 
80 many others. Had I not received the ex- 
tra$200 at Tacoma, we could not have come 
in at allk Had Dr. McEwen received $200 as 
well, we could have got our whole outfit in, 
and have been independent, 

When we got here we found flour selling at 
from $1.25 to $1.50 per pound, and other 
things in proportion, and not to be had at 
all at the stores. Only sugar could be bought, 
but that soon ran out and so jumped up in 
price like the rest. Our heavy expenses 
anent the church we undertook to raise. 

We had also to buy a cabin at $800 --- the 
cheapest comfortable house we could find. 
We have paid for it, getting (borrowing) the 
money from an old friend of mine who has 
“struck it rich.’’ We had engaged a fine 
outfit, expecting to sell almost enough of it 
to pay for what flour, etc., we needed out 
of the profits. But that outfit was burned 
in the ‘“‘Klondike Church” fire. Had it not 
been for the fire, we would have been able 
to raise all the money we needed to buy 
what food we will need. 

We have just secured 300 pounds of flour 
and 200 pounds of other food---500 pounds in 
all--at the comparatively cheap rate of $1 
per pound. This we ask the church to pay 
for. Mr. Alexander Gillis, who is going out 
until spring, has sold us the outfit, and 
agrees to take the church for it. If it can 
be secured in no other way, I am willing to 
pay for it myself---only I ask the church to 
loan me the money until next summer. 
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To meet this possible demand of the 
church I have signed a note and sent it to 
J. Thorburn Ross, of Portland, who will act 
as my agent. We had to have the flour or 
starve. I had already incurred heavy oblig- 
ations in order to keep the church running, 
and lost the means of meeting them by the 
fire, which deprived us of the rents. 

Now I think the church will raise the mo- 
ney to pay Mr. Gillis, who has sold us the 
goods on faith. He wishes to return in the 
early spring, and should have the money as 
s00n as possible. If I am under salary next 
year, I hope to make this mission self-sup- 
porting. I am willing that this amount be 
deducted from my salary, in case it cannot 
be raised as a special fund for our relief. 

T expect to build a good church here early 
in the spring, and to have it ready when the 
first rush of the miners occurs. A mighty 
army is coming and we must be ready for 
them. If alive and in health I have no 
doubt at all of my ability to raise the mo- 
ney within three weeks after the sluicing 
commences in the spring. Money is compa- 
ratively tight now, because the gold is all 
on the ‘“‘dumps’”’ ready for sluicing when it 
thaws. Iu fact, I have promises encugh se- 
cured already from owners of rich claims to 
make me certain of success. And these 
men say they will take care of me also --- so 
I hope to make the mission entirely self- 
supporting. Over thirty Christian men --- 
now working on ‘“‘lays’’---have promised 
liberal subscriptions in the spring. Perhaps 
we can at once build a hospital also. 

I have just got to the place where I can 
do some pastoral work. Have had no time 
before. Am canvassing the whole town, and 
will not stop until I visit every cabin. Am 
pulling many Christians who Lave been spi- 
ritually hibernating, out of their holes. Some 
will not come, but we will keep pulling. We 
had no women at ali at church the first 
Sunday, but have gathered seven or eight 
good women who will faithfully attend and 
work, 

I forgot to say that we had our most valu- 
able package stolen from us near Lake Lin- 
derman --- after it had cost us about $75--- 
the package of Bibles, hymn books and sta- 
tionery. I suppose the thief did not know 
what he was stealing, and can imagine the 
blueness of the atmosphere around him when 
be opened the box in some lonely place. 

I shall write to Rev. Dr. Robertson, of 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, who is superintendent 
of Presbyterian missions for this N. W. Ter- 
ritory. Perhaps you would better communi- 
cate with him. I am really in his jurisdic- 
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tion, though the great majority of. my ad- 
herents are Americans. I feel greatly en- 
couraged in my work and happier than ever 
in my life before in it. I am profoundly 
thankful that I did not get the governor- 
ship. I hope to establish other branch mis- 
sions at Hunker, Indian Creek, Stewart 
River, and possibly Forty Mile. 

Pray for us, for we have a great work to 
do and an overwhelming responsibility. 

P. §.---Sixty degrees below zero to-day; I 
stood it well. 


THE POINTE-AUX-TREMBLES SCHOOLS 
By Rev. 8. Rondeau, Montreal. 


Education in the Province of Quebec has 
ever been under the control of the clergy of 
the Roman Catholic Church. As far as ele- 
mentary education is concerned, it has been 
a failure. No better proof, of this is needed 
than the fact that out of a population of 
1,500,000 inhabitants, 609,000 can neither 
read nor write, and 700,000, or nearly one- 
half, cannot write. The reasons of this il- 
literacy are obvious. They are to be found 
in the inadequacy of the educational system 
end in the evident policy of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church to keep the bulk of the people 
in ignorance. 

It is generally acknowledged that the edu- 
cational methods in vogue are behind the 
times; that the school-houses are inadequate, 
the discipline degrading, the appliances de- 
fective, the teachers underpaid, and the 
supervision of education a matter of mere 
uninteresting routine. 

The aim of the teachers is to prepare their 
pupils for church membership rather than 
for enlightened citizenship. Consequently, 
the catechlsm and the ‘‘Devoir du Chretien’’ 
are text books in all elementary schools. Out 
of these, the pupils are taught and prepared 
for confirmation and the first communion. 
These sacraments are the goal ever kept in 
view by parents, teachers, and scholars. In 
the pursuit of this worthy ambition, the 
true end of education, the training of the 
intellectual faculties as a preparation for the 
highest service, is lost sight of altogether. 

When the children reach the age of twelve 
or fifteen and discover that after four or 
five years spent at school they can scarcely 
read or write, they become disgusted with 
the teacher, the school, and the school cur- 
riculum. Many of them give up all thought 
of further study. A large number turn to 
farm work for which they feel competent. 
Those who on reaching manhood, are crowd- 
ed out from the homestead, find their way 
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up the Ottawa valley, where they become 
hewers of wood, or else they go to the 
brick-yards of Boston, and the cotton mills 
of New England, where they are content to 
work for their more educated masters. 

Whether it is a preconcerted plan of the 
clergy to make the acquisition of learning 
so nauseating to the youth of the land, that 
of their own accord they turn away from it, 
we are not prepared to affirm. But it looks 
very much like it. 

One thing, however, is certain; the priests 
commend ignorance with a truer ring of sin- 
cerity than they praise knowledge. It is a 
popular saying with the farmers of Quebec 
that it is not necessary to know how to 
read, in order to hold the handles of a 
plough. This has become a proverb, and it 
ig often quoted under the authority of the 
parish priest. 

There is another saying which is no less 
popular. It is one of the beatitudes: ‘‘Bless- 
ed are the poor in spirit; for their’s is the 
kingdom of heaven.’’ This also has been 
caught from the pulpit. These sayings 
show which the wind blows; away from the 
tree of knowledge. 

This also is obvious; if the clergy were at 
all anxious to secure the education of the 
masses, they could easily achieve it. They 
have ample authority. They do not lack 
means. They need but say the word, and it 
shall be done. But they have always stem- 
med the rising tide of popular reaction in 
favor of the more general education of the 
people, 

The bishops, in the Council of Public In- 
struction, have voted down motions looking 
to the improvement of elementary educa- 
tion. The unmuzzled press, limited as yet, 
but steadily growing, has been clamoring for 
changes, demanding the proper qualification 
of all teachers, better remuneration for 
teachers of country schools, unifomity of 
text-books and adequate school inspection, 
but these demands have remained unheeded. 


At the last session of the Legislature, the 
Government, in the fulfilment of its election 
pledges, brought in an educational bill, 
which if adopted, would have brought some 
relief, but it was thrown out by the Legis- 
lative Council. At whose instigation ? 


Mystery. But in the meantime, the situa- 
tion remains unchanged. 
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Bad as is the educational system of Que- 
bec to-day, it was far worse fifty years ago. 
There were then fewer schools in the rural 
districts. There were colleges in the most 
important centres, where a classical educa- 
tion was given, but it was not within reach 
of the poor. The great bulk of the country 
people could neither read nor write. A man 
who could write was a wonder, and letter- 
writing was generally done by the notary for 
the whole parish. There were few newspa- 


pers and their circulation in the country 
was very limited. Among such ignorant 
people, mnarrow-mindedness and religious 


fanaticism flourished. 

Protestants felt that something should be 
done to dispel the religious and intellectual 
darkness which brooded over the province; 
that any boy or girl anxious to have an edu- 
cation, should be given an opportunity to 
secure it; that religious and secular instruc- 
tion, going hand in hand, should be brought 
within the reach of the poorest youth of 
the land. 

To accomplish this two-fold object, the 
Pointe-aux-Trembles schools were opened. 
They were founded on the broad basis of 
Protestant Christianity and carried on in a 
liberal, unsectarian spirit. They were scarce- 
ly opened, when from all parts of the Prov- 
ince, there flocked thereto, a number of 
boys and girls eager for knowledge. 

They came to these schools at their own 
peril. Numerous were the forms of perse- 
cution which they suffered. Many were the 
devices of the priests to thwart this work, 
for they felt that if the young people should 
get a taste for learning, nothing could stem 
the tide of emancipation. Search warrants 
were issued, and on the strength of these, 
the schools were visited and pupils under 
age were taken away and restored to their 
homes. 

A young man on his way to Pointe-aux- 
Trembles was abducted by a lady of rank, 
taken to the Palace of the Bishop of Mont- 
real, and kept there for months against his 
will. He was at last rescued by a_ well- 
known philanthropist and returned to the 
Pointe-aux-Trembles schools, where he pur- 
sued his studies with zeal, and became, later 
on, a minister of the Gospel. 

In spite of the opposition of the enemies 
of the truth, the educational work of 
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Pointe-aux-Trembles went forward. To-day 
these schools are known by name throughout 
the Province. They are held in grateful re- 
membrance by thousands of men and wo- 
men, whose eyes have been opened there, for 
the first time, to the light of the Gospel. 

Twenty years ago, these Institutes became 
the property of the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada. The Board of French Evangeliza- 
tion, under whose control they were placed, 
has wisely entered into the spirit of their 
founders. It carries on the work more vig- 
orously than ever, but in the broad, evangel- 
ical, unsectarian spirit, which presided over 
the foundation of these schools fifty years 
ago. Under a wise policy, they have become 
a powerful anxiliary of French-Canadian 
evangelization. Of all the agencies employed 
to spread the knowledge of the Gospel, 
Pointe-aux-Trembles is the most successful, 
the most blessed, the one above all others, 
owned of God to make the name of His Son 
Known as Saviour in the Province of Que- 
bec. 

The reason of this success is doubtless due 
to the fact that these schools begin with 
the young. It is the right place and the 
right time to begin in order to fashion and 
mould character aright. It is only through 
the subtle influence of Christian teacher on 
pupil, through daily and hourly contract: 
with young souls and in an atmosphere per- 
vaded with the fragrance of Christian life, 
that the most satisfactory results can be 
reached. Amidst such surroundings, Roman 
Catholic pupils experience an unconscious 
change of views and of life, which they lit- 
tle suspect. Only when they return to their 
homes and their former environment, only 
then do they discover that they no longer 
belong to that world. And the change 
which they have undergone comes to them 
as a revelation. 

When these pupils came to Pointe-aux- 
Trembles, they were sincere Roman Catho- 
lics, When they left, six months after, to 
return home, they vowed that they were 
still Roman Catholics, and that they would 
so remain. But when they went to church, 
the next Sunday, and took in the whole sur- 
roundings, they said to themselves: ‘‘Is it 
possible that we were once fervent worship- 
pers at this shrine? Can it be that only six 
months ago we believed all this and thought 
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that this was worship? Then and only then, 
did it dawn upon them, that they were no 
longer Roman Catholics, and that now they 
were to worship only in spirit and in truth. 
Such is oftentimes the result of a_ six 
months’ stay at Pointe-aux-Trembles. 

These results are due not only to the reli- 
gious, devout, and spiritual, atmosphere per- 
vading the schools, but also to the admir- 
able method followed in teaching religion 
both in the classes and from the pulpit. 
Their method may be described as the Histo- 
rical method. The idea is first of all to get 
at the facts. 

The Bible is used as a text-book to teach 
History, Religion and Morals. ffilt is also 
used as a Reader for beginners. The pupils, 
beginning with Genesis, are taught the 
leading facts of Bible History. They are 
then made acquainted with New Testament 
History, Religion, and Morals. It is also 
quainted with these facts as a ground-work, 
their logical conclusions are proceeded with. 

Then comes the examination of Roman 
Catholic dogmas. These are compared with 
the teachings of the word of God. Between 
the teachings of the Church of Rome, the 
authority of human tradition, and the plain 
statements of Holy Scripture, the pupils 
have no difficulty in making a choice. The 
majority of them yield obedience to the Gos- 
pel, and acknowledge it as the power of God 
unto salvation. 

Alongside of this formal teaching in the 
classes, an appeal is constantly made to the 
hearts of the pupils, by regular devotional 
exercises, such as family worship morning 
and evening, prayer meeting on Wednesday 
night, meeting of the Society of Christian 
Endeavor, morning and evening services, 
and Sabbath school on the Lord’s day. All 
these services are of a devotional character, 
The sermons are not controversial. They are 
not cast in the mould of disputation. They 
are not polemical, and need not be, because 
they deal with universal truths, wide as 
the sphere of Christianity and deep as the 
yearnings of the human heart. 

The Total Depravity of the human heart, 
the need of Salvation, the Gift of God, Sal- 
vation by Grace, Regeneration, v ustification 
by Faith, Sanctification; by the treatment of 
these and kindred subjects, the pupifs are 
taught to know their Bible, their own 
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hearts and the heart of God. These subjects 
are treated in such a devout spirit, that all 
the hearers, from the most restless to the 
least well-dispcsed Roman Catholic, come 
under the spell of these words of grace and 
truth, showing the listening attitude of the 
lad of old who said: ‘‘Speak; for thy ser- 
vant heareth.”’ 

In view of these things, one does not won- 
der to hear that spirit of God has been 
brooding over these young hearts, bringing 
forth order out of confusion, imparting life 
to dead souls, and that for years, the Prin- 
cipal has been able to report an increasing 
number of conversions not to Protestantism 
only, which would be no wonder, but genu- 
ine conversions to Christ, which is far bet- 
ter. 

The history of the pupils of these schools 
is the best evidence of their efficiency. <A 
glance at a few typical cases, will suffice to 
give an idea of the scope, the character and 
the results of the work. 

About thirty years ago two pupils of 
Pointe-aux-Trembles were sent as colpor- 
teurs towards the Lower Provinces. The 
Lord directed their footsteps out of their 
way, to the home of. a large French-Cana- 
dian family, which they were the means of 
bringing to the knowledge of the truth. 

A few months later, a member of. this 
family, a boy twelve years old, came to our 
mission schools. He was bright, diligent, 
and made rapid progress. At the end of his 
fourth session, the missionary who had 
evangelized this boy’s family, came to see 
him at the schools, and in the course of a 
familiar conversation, the missionary asked 
his young friend if he had formed any plans 
for the future. Yes, said the boy, I have 
made up my mind. I am going to be a cook. 
Well, said his friend, if you fall down you 
will not hurt yourself, because you will not 
fall from a great beight. 

This simple word, spoken half in jest, half 
in earnest, made deep impression on the 
boy’s mind. It opened a wider horizon to 
his ambition. He said to himself: My 
friend is right, and I will aspire to a higher 
sphere of usefulress than a kitchen. He 
there and tien resolved to prosecute his stu- 
dies further. By dint of hard work and 
many sacrifices, he prepared himself to en- 
ter a university where he distinguished him- 
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self as a brilliant student and graduated 
with honors, carrying as a final prize, a gold 
medal. He then took a full theological 
course in one of our leading colleges and in 
due time, he was ordained to the holy min- 
istry. For ten years he was engaged in suc- 
cessful missionary work among his fellow 
countrymen. To-day, he is Lecturer in 
French language and literature in a large 
Protestant University. His success and 
scholarship will doubtless bring him a Pro- 
fessorship in the near future. 

Thirty-five years ago, there was a boy at 
Pointe-aux-Trembies who caused his teachers 
a great deal of uneasiness. Instead of por- 
ing over the intricacies of Syntax, he kept 
rummaging among the many trifles which 
lay scattered among his books in the deep, 
old-fashioned desk of that day. He was a 
boy inventor, always engaged in the perfect- 
ing of some mechanical contrivance. Now it 
was a wind-mill model, now an old watch, 
which he was taking to pieces,or the hull of 
a steamship which he fashioned with that 
marvellous tool which serves 80 well the 
many purposes of an ingenious boy--- a jack- 
knife. That boy never became a college pro- 
fessor. He went away with a light literary 
baggage, but following the natural bent of 
his mind, he became an inventor of agricul- 
tural implements. 

During the last twenty-five years, he has 
secured a dozen patents, covering a8 many 
useful inventions. He has found, for one of 
hig machines, a market throughout the 
country from Halifax to the Rockies. More- 
over he is, on a small scale, a _ practical 
farmer, whose grain fields have won the first 
prize in the county. Lecturers on agricul- 
ture find no better school than his, model 
farm, and no better teacher than this old 
pupil of Pointe-aux-Trembles. 

Although living in an intensely Roman 
Catholic district, he is not ashamed of the 
Gospel, and his Roman Catholic neighbors, 
who hold him in high esteem, render thus 
an unconscious testimony to the power of 
the Gospel. 

A few years ago, a Roman Catholic young 
man found his way to Pointe-aux-Trembles. 
He came from the Ottawa valley, and like 
many of his neighbors, he had been engaged 
in the lumbering camps, where he had ac- 
quired the peculiar habits of shanty men; 
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the tobacco habit in its two _ prevailing 
forms; the swearing habit; and many other 
uncouth manners of the typical shantyman. 
He was by no means a promising subject, 
and a session at the schools did not seem to 
greatly improve his ways. 

However, he came back for a second term 
and his teachers noticed some improvement 
in his manners. This became more. notiice- 
able day by day, and before he went away, 
he had renounced Romanism, given up his 
filthy habits and become a member of the 
Church, 

He left the schools, and for a few years 
nothing was heard of him. Not long since, 
he was discovered in a small village of Al- 
goma, where he was working in a saw mill. 
He had in the meantime, married a former 
pupil of Pointe-aux-Trembles, and made a 
home for himself in that distant district. 

Surrounded by French Roman Catholics, 
away from the ordinances of the Gospel, he 
had not only remained true to the faith, but 
he had witnessed a good confession before 
his fellow-countrymen. Through him, the 
Gospel had become known in that neighbor- 
hood, and it was found possible to establish 
there a mission station, which may yet prove 
a great blessing to that community. 

Such are some of the practical results of 
the Pointe-aux-Trembles schools, and I 
would prefer to have helped such boys toa 
Christian education, than to. have helped put 
a king on his throne. I would prefer to be 
the one who made known to these boys and 
girls the pearl of great price, than to have 
contributed the brightest jewel to the dia- 
dem of an earthly monarch. For godly in- 
fluences when once set in motion, like the 
concentric waves from a pebble cast in the 
sea, grow wider and wider, and never stop 
until they die on the eternal shores. 

Some one may ask this question’ How do 
the former pupils feel towards their first 
Alma Mater? Do they show any gratitude 
towards the institution where they first saw 
the light, and to what extent? 

This being a legitimate question, demands 
an honest answer: First, however, let the 
facts be plainly stated. Let it be remem- 
bered that the boys and girls who come to 
these schools are either Roman Catholics or 
the children of converts; that all of them 
are from families of humble means, and a 
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great many from the homes of poverty; that . 
after three or four sessions at the schools, 
they are sent out ‘‘naked in a naked world”’ 
as it were, barely equipped to engage in the 
great struggle of life; that a number of 
them are disowned by their parents and in 
some cases disinherited, for having renounc- 
ed their former faith. They are thrown 
upon their resources. They have to 
fight their way to a living and gain a foot- 
hold in an environment which is never sym- 
pathetic and oftentimes hostile. It is only 
by long, patient toilsome years of hard 
work, that they succeed to win a humble 
place for themselves in the sunshine of life. 

Such are the facts. In view of these, it 
can hardly be expectied cf the former pupils 
that they should give large sums to carry 
on the work of their beloved school. But 
they do better than that; they give it their 
hearts. They hold dear their old school, its 
teachers, and its many benefactors. They 
commend the work of their school and find 
new pupils for it. Having gone to Siloam, 
and got their eyes opened, they tell others 
where they also may receive sight. They ex- 
tend the schools’ sphere of influence. They 
cherish the truths they have learned at 
Pointe-aux-Trembles, and they make them 
known to their neighbors. They witness a 
good confession of Christ before the world, 
often at a financial loss to thémselves. They 
contribute towards the support of the 
schools, through the ordinary channels of 
the local Church, of which they are members. 

The Alumni Association, organized a few 
years ago, has already raised among its 
members upwards of $2000. With this mo- 
ney a gymnasium has been built for the 
boys’ school, a library has been founded, 
prizes have been offered for competition 
among the present pupils and handsome con- 
tributicns have been given towards the work 
of French Evangelization. The Association 
has at present over $400 on hand towards 
the erection of a gymnasium for the girls’ 
school. In such ways as these, the former 
pupils show their appreciation of the bene- 
fits they have received at these mission 
schools. It would be unbecoming for those 
who give their hundreds out of their tens 
of thousands, to say that Pointe-aux-Trem- 
bles’ former pupils are ungrateful. 

It is an easy matter to give money, when 
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one has it. It is not so easy to bear the 
reproach of Christ in the midst of a_hos- 
tile population, to suffer from ostracism, to 
be compelled to emigrate to a foreign coun- 
try, to be cast off from one’s home as a re- 
probate, to be told that you have put to 
shame the mother that bare you, and that 
you have disgraced the whole family because 
you have forsaken the faith of your fathers. 
And yet the pupils of Pointe-aux-Trembles 
are willing to bear with this, and with all 
that it entails. They do so gladly, ‘“‘esteem- 
ing the reproach of Christ greater riches 
than the treasures in Egypt. They too ‘“‘en- 
dure as seeing him who is invisible.” 

Such are the pupils’ contributions to the 
work of French Evangelization, and of all 
who cast into the treasury of the Board, 
they are probably not the least. 

Now it may be asked by some tender- 
hearted Christian, whether it would not be 
better to leave these French Roman Catho- 
lic boys and girls in their homes, ‘‘where 
ignorance is bliss,’’ rather than take them 
into our schools, allow them to become con- 
verts, and then turn them out into the 
world to suffer persecution and be cast away 
from their people. Would it not save these 
young people a great deal of trouble? 

It would undoubtedly. The same question 
however, might have been asked regarding 
Stephen and all the martyrs. 

It would have saved Stephen a great many 
blows if he had refused to join himself to 
the apostles, and if he had held his peace 
before the Council. He might have saved 
his life at the last, if he had recanted. But 
then he might not have been vouchsafed his 
dying vision of the glory of God and the 
Son of man standing on the right hand of 
God. And it is more than likely that he 
prized this vision more than all the earthly 
joys which might have been his, if he had 
not been so rash. 

If all the Pointe-aux-Trembles pupils who 
have suffered more or less of the world’s 
ignominy for their new faith, were asked 
the tender-hearted Christian’s question just 
propounded, their answer would be some- 
thing like this: ‘‘Given all the annoyances 
and persecutions we have suffered, the 
struggle of life made doubly severe because 
of unfriendly surroundings, the cutting as- 
under of family ties, the closing of the door 
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to success in the forensic and political are- 
na, given all these disabilities, we would 
not exchange our lot for the most glorious 
one, if to make the exchange we had to for- 
sake all that we know, all that we are, and 
all that we shall be, ‘‘when He shall ap- 
pear.”’ ‘‘We would not go back to our for- 
mer life, we would not re-enter our former 
narrow horizon, we would not return to the 
intellectual and spiritual bondage of Rome 
for all the prizes which the world has in its 
mi btem 

Such would be the answer of the former 
pupils who have remained steadfast in their 
profession. 

At the same time should any one feel that 
something more ought to be done for these 
young people, lest their second condition 
should be worse than the first, the way is 
open for greater benevolence, at a point 
where it is most needed, and at a time when 
it would be most effective. 

It would be a profitable investment to of- 
fer scholarships for competition at Pointe- 
aux-Trembles. With such financial help, the 
most promising pupils could pursue their 
studies in any faculty of a university. They 
could enter the liberal professions. They 
could learn profitable trades. They would 
thus be enabled to render enlightened ser- 
vice to their country and refiect greater cre- 
dit on their school, on their benefactors and 
on themselves. 

If French-Canadian Protestants are to have 
a voice in shaping the destines of their na- 
tive Province; if they are to permeate the 
higher strata of society with the leaven of 
the Gospel, they must qualify themselves for 
leadership. There is already a number of 
self-made men among them. But there would 
‘be more, if. those who are at the foot of the 
ladder, were given a judicious lift to help 
them make a start. 

In the meantime, with such appliances as 
are at hand, with the limited Income at the 
disposal of the Board of French Evangelize. 
tion, a noble work is being done, and there 
is not a boy or girl who has passed through 
the institution, who would not devoutly 
join in the prayer: God bless Pointe-aux- 
Trembles! 
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Our foreign Missions. 


THE NEW HEBRIDES. 
Letter from Mrs. Dr. Annand. 


Can we realize what it is to be in the po- 
sition of Dr. and Mrs. Annand, with their 
Training Institution, 65 students, 22 stu- 
dents wives, and 8 children, a family of 95 
to provide food and shelter for and to over- 
see generally; besides doing nearly all the 
teaching in the Institution. No wonder that 
after years of such work, getting the Insti- 
fairly started, and moreover with insuffi- 
cient funds to carry it on properly, and all 
in the moist heat of tropic seas; no wonder 
if even such an iron constitution as Dr. 


Annand’s should show sign of wear. Yet 
his own letters did not mention it. Nor 
does Mrs. Annand, in the following, men- 


tion her own health, though there is no 
doubt that both were well worn when they 
went for a short rest, and for repairs, to 
Australia and New Zealand, a few months 
since. 

But though they are silent on much that 
concerns themselves, we should not forget 
what they bear for us as our representa- 
tives doing our work. Above all let them 
feel that they are sustained by our prayers. 
Some gifts also, to help support the Insti- 
tution, provided these are over and above 
our regular giving to the Foreign Mission 
Fund, would lighten their burden. To Miss 
Kerr, of Galt, Mrs. Annand writes from 
Dunedin, New Zealand:--- 

‘‘We are once more enjoying the great plea- 
sures of civilization. We left Santo on the 
16th of September, a month sooner than we 
had intended doing, on account of my hus- 
band’s health. “He has been in very poor 
health for five months, and was getting 
worse. The doctors said in May that he 
should leave the islands at once, for a long 
rest and change, as his system was quite run 
down. I am thankful to say that he is much 
finproved in health. 

We arrived in Sydney on the 9th of Oc- 
tober and remained there. until the 8th of 
December, when we sailed for Melbourne, 

While in Melbourne, we spent the most of 
our time with dear Mrs. Geddie and her 
youngest daughter. Mrs. Geddie, you will 
remember, is the widow of Dr. Geddie, the 
noble missionary of Aneityum, and came 
from Nova Scotia. Mrs. Geddie is still ac- 
tive and does much to help the poor in Mel- 
bourne, 

We spent a night at. Kew with Dr. and 
Mrs. Paton. They have a very pretty home 
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of their own, at Kew, which is one of the 
suburbs of Melbourne, 

We were also out at Dr. Paton’s, one after-- 
noon, at the marriage of the Rev. Thomsom 
Macmillan and Miss Annie Robertson. Mr. 
Macmillan is one of our missionaries ox 
Tanna. He has been settled there a little: 
over a year. Miss Robertson came out from: 
Scotland to be married to him, 

-While we were in Melbourne the weather 
was very hot and trying---too much like our 
island weather, 

We left Melbourne on the 29th December 
for New Zealand, and after a somewhat 
rough voyage, with the wind in our favor, 
reached here on 5th January. 

We are delighted with the scenery here; 
I have never seen more beautiful hilis and 
valleys. Though this is thelr summer wea- 
ther, it is very cool, with high winds. We 
feel quite cold, but enjoy the bracing air, 
and spend most of our time out of doors, 
We purpose remaining a week or so at the 
Cold Springs. 

We expect to spend about two months in 
New Zealand, going from the South Island’ 
to the North, and then to Sydney, leaving 
Sydney, all well, for the islands, early in 
April, 

It would have done us no good to have re- 
mained in New South Walea or Victoria. 
We trust that by spending two months in 
New Zealand we may gain some strength for 
another term of work in our Master’s ser- 
vice. The work and responsibility connected 
with the institution is very great, and we 
are neither of us as strong as we were some 
years back. 

One of our missionaries, Mr. T, W. Leg- 
gatt, of Malekula, who just returned to Mel- 
bourne before we left, after being on fur- 
lough to Scotland, tried, while there, to: 
raise funds to support a lady teacher for 
five years, to assist us in the Imstitutlon; 
but he did not succeed in getting the 
money, though he could have got a _ lady, 
willing and anxious to come, 

I am sorry to say that our funds are again 
some £70 behind. The students are coming 
in much faster than the means, Thgre are 
mow sixty-five students in the Institution, 
twenty-two of whom are married, and there 
are elght children. We hear of a number 
more awaiting our return, to be passed for 
entrance. We do net like to refuse to take 
any who are fit and anxious to enter, trust- 
ing that our Father will provide the means 
for their support. 

Dear friends, join your prayers with ours 
that these heathen may soon be won for the 
Master’s kingdom, 


* 
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A CHINESE ALLEGORY. 
By Rev. D. McGillivray, of Honan. 
THE FROG, LOQUITER. 


‘“‘One day, leaping after a fly on which I 
hoped to breakfast, I suddenly found my- 
self fall splash into a circular hole, in which 
luckily for me, there was considerable wa- 
ter. My mother had warned me about it 
that very morning, but woe’s me! I _ had 
forgotten her warnings, and now here I was 
a captive, for how could I crawl or leap up 
the slippery sides of this stone wall?  Be- 
ing confined within such a narrow round, 
my liberty was very much curtailed, and I 
soon grew tired of leaping and swimming 
about. I had, however, no one to think of 
but myself, and so my thought grew very 
I did not care what would happen 
anyone else, provided I made a fair living. 
I had received no education, and soon for- 
got all the wonderful things in the big world 
above, for I had no part in the world’s pro- 
gress. 

On looking up one day I saw a piece of 
blue (the sky) and thought the heavens must 
be very small. Yet all the light I now re- 
ceived came from above. Besides growing 
very selfish I grew conceited and croaked in- 
cessantly: ‘I’m the only frog in this well. I 
have no neighbors, and if I had, they would 
not be fit to associate with me in this ele- 
gant abode.’ - 

But, alas! my croaking had attracted to 
the well’s side some naughty boys, who be- 
gan to pelt me with stones until they left 
me for dead. Then I thought how foolish 
for me to be staying down here, There isa 
way to escape, for a bucket used to come 
down to me empty and return to the top. 
So I conceived the happy thought of leaping 
into it and thus regaining my liberty, which 
in due time I succeeded in doing.”’ 

CHINESE CONVERT, EXPOUNDING THE ALLEGORY. 

This allegory aptly represents the pres- 
ent state of my countrymen without the 
Gospel---captives confined within a narrow 
dungeon. Without life, they merely exist. 
Without love, they are selfishly anxious only 
for -the meat which perisheth. Without li- 
berty, they are treading a narrow cheerless 
round Without education, they imagine 
that their country is the Middle Kingdom, 
the centre of the Universe, while the frin- 
ges (foreign countries) are negligeable quan- 
tities. Yet what light they have, small as 
it is, comes from above, and not from their 
earthly philosophers, who never look upward 
at all. They used to think that they had no 
neighbors worth taking into account, but 
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Japan, Germany, Russia, etc., drew near and 
did them grievous harm. Some allege they 
want not only to kill the frog but steal his 
well besides! But by the missionary’s help 
is the only way of escape. 


NEW FIELDS IN TRINIDAD. 
By Rev. Dr. Morton. 
Tunapuna, February 25th, 1898. 


We are now enjoying our dry season, when 
new districts can best be explored and for- 
ward movements entered apon. 

On the 22nd instant I ran up our lately 
opened railway extension, about eight miles, 
and struck out toward the centre of the is- 
land. The road is macadamized for one 
mile, It then becomes a bridle road, only fit, 
and ultimately scarcely fit, to rid over. 

The East Indian Settlement begins a mile 
and a half from the station and extends two 
and a half miles to a large cocoa estate, and 
is extending round that estate. This exten- 
sion is sure to continue, as the land in that 
direction is good. In the lower part of the 
settlement the soil is unfortunately not 
very good, 

At one house I found two lads baptized by 
me some years ago at Arouca for whom I 
have been searching. At another a bright 
young woman from Tacarigua. At a third 
a Tunapuna girl who has lately been married 
to a young man who owns land here. Indeed 
the great majority of the people are from 
Tacarigua and neighborhood. 

At one house, three hearty lads met us 
in the garden carrying little cutlasses with 
which they were exercising themselves, and 
three smaller children were playing at the 
house. 

On the very next lot was an empty, open 
house, and grass grown garden, whose own- 
er died without will or heirs. Further on 
sat a solitary man at his door whose wife 
had died a year ago, and left him to solitude 
and sorrow. 

From house to house I walked till I reach- 
ed the large estate, where I remained for 
the night. The next day I walked back, 
visiting by the way. I might have ridden, 
but it would not have suited the work. To 
walk into the houses with your bag, 
ask for a drink, perhaps eat the lunch you 
had brought, is the best way to make 
friends, and find willing listeners to your 
message; and when you set out, a man or lad 
carries your bag and sees! you forward to the 
next house, 

All want a school. On that point there is 
hearty unanimity. And although several at 


1898 


first wanted the school each at his own 
door, there was in the end practical unani- 
mity as to where the school should be situa- 
ted, and land and some contributions in 
wood were offered. 

These old settlers know so well who we 
are, and what our message means to Hindu- 
ism, that a hearty invitation to open a 
school and begin religious services among 
them, shows that Hinduism has lost its 
hold on them, and that they are not afraid 
of Christian teaching, as many of the new 
immigrants are. 


A HINDU SOCIAL EVENING. 
By Harold M. Clark, Trinidad. 


San Fernando, March 4, 1898. 
Dear Record:--- 

One day not jong since I was invited to 
an Indian social gathering, and spent a very 
pleasant evening. Many things were néw 
and strange to me, and all things connected 
with it were interesting. 

Socially, there is a great difference even 
among the Hast Indians who have accepted 
Christianity. Quite a number have exchang- 
ed in toto the Indian language, dress, man- 
ners, and style of living, tor the European. 
Many others, though they have cordially em- 
braced Christianity, still adhere to the lan- 
guage and all the manners and customs of 
their brethren in India. lt was toa _ social 
gathering among the latter class that Dr. 
Grant, Mr. Fraser and myself and many of 
our Indian friends were invited a few days 
ago. 

The invitation reached me about 4 p. m,, 
and the dinner was to be at five. I never 
accepted an invitation more heartily, and 
punctually at tive o’clock the Rev. Lal Bi- 
hari and myself were at the home of our 
kind host. He was an Indian silversmith, 
with his wife, several children, and a_ son- 
in-law, living with him, 

As we entered, we were warmly greeted 
with the Indian ‘‘Salaam,’? and ushered 
through an outside room or porch, into an 
inner one, which served at once for parlor, 
dining-room, and bedroom. 

As we passed through the outer porch we 
saw that cooking operations of a very inter- 
esting kind were being carried on, and after 
we were seated our hostess left us, and with 
her husband and friends went on with their 
culinary operations outside, all of which we 
had the pleasure of watching through the 
open door. We saw that quite a large com- 
pany was evidently expected later on for a 
great deal of the Indian “‘roti’? or johnny- 
cake was being prepared. 

It was wonderful to see the deft fingers of 
both men and women as they rolled flour 
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and water into little cakes, flattened them 
out, and dropped them into hot cocoanut oil 
to fry. Everything, though primitive, was 
clean and neat. 

By and by Dr. Grant, who had been de- 
tained, came along, and we sat down to our 
repast, and enjoyed it exceedingly, while our 
hostess was still busy in the midst of her 
friends and more roti. 

While sitting in the dining room I had no- 
ticed a pile of large fresh plantain leaves, 
about four or five feet long by eighteen 
inches or two feet broad lying on the floor. 
It was not long till I had discovered the use 
of these natural platters, for every minute 
or two a johnycake would be lifted steam- 
ing from the cooking pot and stowed away 
against the evening among the huge green 
plantain leaves, than which not even the 
finest china could have made a more beauti- 
ful or suitable covered dish. 

Soon after dinner we said ‘‘Good after- 
noon’”’ in Hindi to our host and hostess and 
left them and their friends still engaged in 
their pleasant task, with a promise to re- 
turn later in the evening, when the Indian 
guests should have arrived. 

About 8 o’clock we went again and found 
the house crowded. They had finished their 
supper and were settled down to the even- 
ing’s entertainment. Musical instruments 
there were in plenty; and every face was as 
bright as joy could make it. 

When we entered, they were singing and 
playing with all their hearts, voices and 
musical instruments as we expected,---for 
we had heard something about these gather- 
ings before---they were singing Hindi hymns. 

We joined in the service of song, and the 
hours went by with one hymn after another 
on one of the happiest social evenings I have 
ever spent. Every face beamed with joy, 
and before we parted the Rev. Lal Behari 
led us all to the throne of Grace in prayer. 

As I contrasted our social function among 
the Christian Indians in Trinidad with many 
of our social evenings among the Christians 
in Canada, I could not help thinking that in 
many ways the Indian customs are better 
than our own. There was a peace and a joy 
and a brotherly love throughout it all which 
is often so sadly lacking in the social pro- 
ducts of our higher civilization. 

Hymns of praise formed the conversation, 
hymns of praise provided the entertainment, 
and although we Canadians may smile with 
amusement at customs which are so differ- 
ent from our own, it seems to me that there 
was Another who smiled that night; He 
whose presence graced the marriage feast in 
Cana of Galilee, but it was a smile of quiet 
joy, blessing, and approbation. 
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THE STUDENT VOLUNTEER CONVEN- 
TION. 


By Rev. Norman H. Russell. 


The largest auditorium in the great city 
of Cleveland, capable of seating upwards of 
3,000 people, packed to the door at every 
session, and hundreds turned away. 

Not an ordinary crowd---over 1,700 of them 
are students, the cream of our American 
and Canadian colleges; the platform is a 
galaxy of noted men: bishops, leaders of 
great movements, college professors, repre- 
sentatives of most of the Mission Boards of 
the continent, and nearly one hundred re- 
turned missionaries of every denomination, 
and from every part of the world. 

This crowd is gathered together in the in- 
terests of no material project, no political 
movement, no aggrandisement of wealth or 
planning for pleasure, its object is purely 
Spiritual---‘the accomplishment of God’s 
purpose for the heathen world.”’ 

The speeches are quiet, without pyrotecbh- 
nics, there is no discussion and -no applause; 
and yet though the sessions continue at 
times for three hours, and that for five suc- 
cessive days, an intense and growing inter- 
est, in the midst of a stillness that can at 
times be almost felt; holds the convention 
with increasing power till its close. Surely 
such a sight challenges attention. 

The force of the meetings is not entirely, 
‘or even principally, in the personnel of the 
speakers, though such men as F, B. Meyers, 
Bishop Baldwin, Robert E. Speer. Dr. F. E. 
Clarke, Dr. Schauffler, Dr. Hall of Union, 
Eix-Gov. Beaver of Penn., Mott, Wilder, and 
others, take leading parts. One could feel 
that this meeting was the child of many 
prayers, and that it was inspired and led 
by the Holy Spirit. 

The inspiration of its magnificent purpose 
also seemed to seize on the audience as con- 


tained in the watchword of the movement---. 


““The Evangelization of the World in this 
generation.” It seems almost extravagant, 
but as one listened to the unanimous testi- 
mony from the fields, of innumerable open 
doors and whitened harvest fields; as one 
looked into the intensity of purpose written 
in the faces of that army of volunteers, he 
felt not only that this watchword rightly 
understood, was according to God’s plan and 
purpose, but that in the wonderful Provi- 
dence of God it was daily being made more 
possible. 

We must remember that this was a meet- 
dng of American and English students; the 
‘two flags met behind the platform over a 
map of the world and the prayer “Thy King- 
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dom Come,” as though significant of the 
two main forces in the accomplishment of 
this purpose. 

Every detail in the varied program would 
be worthy of notice, but only the strategio 
points can be mentioned. 

Mr. F. B. Meyer, of London, opened the 
conference with what was called ‘‘a cuiet 
hour,’’ in which he pleaded for complete 
separation from sin, from everything that 
could in any way come between us and God, 
and to take Christ as sufficient to supply 
every need to be complete in Him. He dwelt 
especially on the anointing with the Holy 
Ghost as the sine qua non for effectual ser- 
vice. It was indeed a quiet and blessed 
hour, an hour of many decisions, and gave 
the cue to the whole convention. 

The inadequacy of the non-Christian reli- 
gions was one of the fundamental arguments 
for the theory of missions. One after another 
they were weighed in the balances as to their 
conceptions of God, sin, and the means of 
salvation, and were found wanting. In sec- 
tional meetings the claims and needs of 
each country were presented in short but 
graphic speeches by the returned missionar- 
ies, and the volume of questions poured in 
in connection with these was sufficient evi- 
dence of the deep interest of the hearers. 

Great emphasis was laid on the qualifica- 
tions needed for successful mission work; 
the spiritual---an assurance of, being called 
of God, and of divine power to meet this 
call, a life in the likeness of Christ Jesus, 
and to this end the full indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit. But along with these -the best 
possible intellectual equipment to assist in 
learning the language and in understanding 
and coping with the peculiar genius of the 
peopie. The consensus of opinion was that 
the need was for more man rather than more 
men. 

The money problem was ably and exhaust- 
ively handled by a galaxy of speakers. Open 
doors, vast opportunities, but inadequate re- 
sources are the main features. ‘The latter 
is not due to the poverty of the 
Christians of North America, who own 
over $37,000,000,000, but to their sel- 
fishness in giving less than  §$6,- 
000,000 a year to the evangelization of the 
world. The work can be done if we had but 
the spirit for it. 

Many suggestions were made. First, more 
earnest consecration of means on the part of 
all present, not the tenth alone, but Christ’s 
measure of giving, to be the standard; sec- 
ond, an appeal to the con-combatants for 
help, and a pressing home of the responsi- 
bility of wealth. Many noble examples, and 
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some good suggestions, as to individual sup- 
port of those on the field were given by sev- 
eral speakers, 

A day was given to the pressing home of 
responsibilities on those not actually en- 
gaged. First, on the pastors to present the 
evangelization of the world as the business 
of the church; second, on the theological col- 
leges to provide a suitable course of lec- 
tures on this subject in the regular curricu- 
lum; third on all young people’s societies as 
the reserve force in this army of conquest; 
and fourth, on the laity in general to realise 
the privilege of engaging in such a work. 

In the denominational and other sectional 
meetings several of these problems were 
more fully discussed. There was a general 
agreement. that this movement, which after 
all, is only a movement, not an organization; 
which never sent out a missionary and never 
started a mission, but works only as the 
handmaid of the church, should be recognis- 
ed and taken fullest advantage of by the 
church. The policy of the C. M. S. in send- 
ing out every qualified applicant, looking to 
God for the means, appealed especially to 
tLe missionaries present as the true policy 
for every church. 

The closing hours of the convention were 
the most sacred. They were not given to 
appeals or testimonies, but to a few quiet 
heart searching talks, leaving the responsi- 
bility of decision and action with each indi- 
vidual, 

One could hardly speak extravagantly of 
the possibilities in such a cause, of such a 
force as was gathered at Cleveland. Fifty- 
eight look forward to going to the field this 
year, hundreds more now in preparation will 
soon follow. And yet these were only repre- 
‘sentatives. The influences will go out into 
every section of the land, in report and 
prayer, stirring many others to the work. 

In our Canadian train, which numbered 


nearly 150, the fruits of the meetings were | 


to be seen in quiet earnest faces, prayer and 
Bible study, and in a readiness to respond 
to every proposal in the interests of the 
work, 

This movement is of God and is being used 
of Him to gather out a force for the world’s 
evangelisation. It is bound to move on un- 
til this purpose be accomplished. Can the 
church afford to wait? Is it time for her 
to sit idle and let this tide sweep on? Or 
shall she not rise to this noble opportunity 
and throwing, herself into line with God’s 
purposes, move on hand in hand with this 
volunteer army to the conquest of the world 
for Christ? 
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INDIA. 


By Rev. W. J. Jamieson, 


To a missionary just arrived in India, the 
condition of things is so different from any- 
thing in the homeland, the surroundings are 
so entirely foreign, that he is most likely to 
be confounded and confused. The sun has 
increased in power since reaching the Red 
Sea, till the glare now becomes so trying 
that unless very careful to keep his head 
covered, flushed cheeks and headache will 
soon add to his confusion. Everything 
seems to be parched and dried up. His 
throat, from the tobacco and pepper among 
the dust in most cities, has, a peculiar feel- 
ing, which often causes him a distressing 
cough, 

It will be fortunate if some old missionary 
or friendly military man has persuaded him 
to buy a good sun helmet before leaving Bri- 
tain. In 1893 I saw a Y.M.C.A. Secretary 
land in Bombay at midday wearing a soft 
felt black hat, and wondering why his head 
felt so strangely heavy and confused. A 
large ‘‘Topay”’ and white umbrella gave him 
more confidence next day. 

What an immense crowd---people every- 
where, and in such swarms that the new- 
comer is overwhelmed. He notices first of 
all, perhaps, the slow, moderate movements 
and deliberate bearing of the people. In gen- 
eral there is no rush and hurry as is met 
with in our homeland. A Hindu would be 
surprised to find himself going at a run. 

Perhaps the climate has something to do 
with it; but a missionary, fresh from home, 
is apt to call them lazy, and conclude that 
the inhabitants of India would rather walk 
than run, stand than walk, sit down than 
stand, lie and sleep than all else; and this 
feeling will be slow to leave him when he 
wants something done quickly. 

He will be inclined to think that Babel 
tongues have been let loose, for they are a 
people of. many words and much noise, Even 
to those who can understand one or two of 
the languages of India, it is most distress- 
ing to hear every person shouting with high- 
pitched voice, and talking to his neighbor as 
though he were deaf. 

In travelling inland the writer always 
found it impossible to sleep on arriving at 
railway stations, for at midnight or noon 
there seems always to be a crowd, each one 
vieing with his fellow in loud talking. 

To describe the different kinds of dress in 
India would require a volume and necessitate 
a panoramic scene to make it intelligible. 


our missionary, 
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Turbans of many kinds and colors, large and 
small, some looking like flower gardens) 
spread around the head; others made by 
winding a colored rope-like cloth, dozens of 
yards long, about the head; some covering 
the ears, with the top of the head bare. 
Many wear caps sv small that you 
would thing they must be glued to 
the head to (keep them on. Now 
and then a Jurasian --- half native 
and half European---will be seen wearing an 
old cast-off hat once worn by an Englishman, 

“Coolies and poor villagers are mostly sa- 
tisfied with a waist cloth tied around them, 
and in some parts of India very scanty in- 
deed. Holy men go about in nature’s gerb, 
where permitted by the authorities, and re- 
sort to an indescribable patch of dirty cot- 
ton when compelled to clothe themselves. The 
majority seem to wear a low shoe on the bare 
foot. A man given to dress can be seen in 
any part of India with a sort of skirt-like 
coat coming down to the knee, a shorter one 
over that, perhaps three in all, and over the 
whole a very bright-colored, blue or scarlet 
short waistcoat. Special pains are taken by 
such gentlemen to show how many garments 
are worn, for a man is counted poor or rich 
according to the number of coats and the 
size of turban he can display. 

But what do all those marks upon the 
foreheads of s0 many people mean? Men 
with white streaks and red lines. Curved 
lines and spots upon the foreheads and noses 
of most men and women are to be seen 
everywhere. They are not just like the face 
marks of our North-West Indians; they do 
not seem to be burned, but painted on, 
Every pious Hindu marks his forehead with 
the sacred sign of his own particular faith 
or religious views. These marks are called 
‘‘Teelaka”’ or ‘‘Pundra.’’ 

Hinduism may be roughly classified under 
two main sects, Shivites and Vishnavites 
(and these, of course, are sub-divided). Each 
sect bears a different mark with different 
curves, according to the points at issue 
with the other sect. The Shivite’s ‘‘Teela- 
ka’’ consists of three horizontal strokes 
made of the white ashes of burnt substance 
supposed to represent the destroying forces 
belonging to the God Shiv. The mark of 
the Vishnavites is an upright cone of bright 
red, yellow, and white coloring substances, 
and is supposed to represent the foot-prints 
of the god Vishnu. 

Some hold that Shiv was produced from 
Brahma’s forehead one day when that god 
was roused to fierce anger, and therefore the 
mark upon the foreheads of his worshippers 
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represents his incarnation. Other Pundits 
say that it represents the three eyes of 
Shiv, denoting his insight into future, past, 
and present time. 

Then, again, it is held that black and 
white symbolize the close connection and 
succession of Shiv’s generating and destroy- 
ing principles. The marks of Vishnu seem 
to denote that the foot-prints of that god 
have great efficacy in shielding from the evil 
influences of sins. 

Some wear Vishnu’s mark like the letter 
u (U) curved between the eyes down upon 
the nose---mostly white-colored--- which re- 
presents both feet of the god. while the cen- 
tral mark, a red streak, is emblematical of 
‘‘Lakshmee,”’ the wife of Vishnu. 

Certain it is that those who worship 
Shiv’s wife (‘‘Kalee’”’ or ‘“‘Durga’’?) wear a 
small red spot just between the eyes. This 
wild goddess is the goddess of blood, in 
whose name the Thugs (pronounced Tugs) 
used to murder. I have watched an immense 
throng of worshippers on the great festival 
in her honor when nine buffaloes were slain, 
several goats and chickens also, all sacrificed 
to that bloody goddess to appease her angry 
passion’ for human beings; and every offi- 
ciating priest, all of those taking any part 
in the “‘entertainment,’’ and most of those 
present, wore that red star between the 
eyes. Pundits have acknowledged to me tihat 
those who wear that red spot are devotees 
to the Kalee goddess. 

It is not unlikely, therefore, that the mis- 
sionary fresh from homie, in his enthusiasm, 
will be inclined to say, when he comes face 
to face with this throng and learns that 
each man carries the mark of his god in his 
forehead, that such a religious people who 
are not ashamed of their religion are surely 
ready for the Gospel, and waiting to receive 
my message. ‘‘Oh, that I could but speak 
and understand these tongues.’’ It would be 
the misfortune of his life to be able to speak 
to these people on landing, without first hav- 


‘ing become acquainted with the people them- 


selves,. and learned how they think, and 
know in some measure how to speak to 
them. 


What he would most generally say would 
be as foreign to them as their language and 
customs are to him, and he would most like- 
ly estrange them rather than draw them to 
him. Besides, his rash judgment of their 
religiousness would require defining to en- 
able one well acquainted with the people to 
know what he meant. The people are not 
waiting on the shore with extended arms to 
clasp the Gospel message and welcome the 
messengers.---Pres. Col. Journal, 
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Woung People’s Societies. 


—__— 


THE ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE’S “PLAN 
OF STUDY.” 


Conducted by Rev. R. D. Fraser, Convener. 


The Monthly Topics of the Plan of Study 
for 1898 bear the general title, ‘Some Books, 
Fields, and Men,’’ and are so arranged as to 
be adapted to the various sorts of Young 
People’s Societies. They are set down for 
the second weekly meeting of each month, 
and the Topic is treated in the Record of 
the month preceding, in order that Societies 
may have the materials for the meeting on 
hand well in advance. 

Attention is drawn to the fact that a spe- 
cially prepared Topic Card for Presbyterian 
Y.P.S.C.E. s. is published by the ‘‘Record”’ 
at 60 cents per 100. Less than fifty, one 
cent each. It is issued by arrangement with 
the Assembly’s Committee and embraces the 
“Uniform”? Topics, the Monthly Topics of 
the Plan of Study, and the Questions on the 
Shorter Catechism, for each 
throughout the year. 

A Booklet containing the same matter, 
and, in addition, Daily Readings for the 
whole year, is also ready, at $1.00 per 100. 
Less than fifty, one and a half cents each. 
Orders for the Topic Cards or Booklets 
should be sent to Rev. E. Scott, Y.M.C.A. 
Building, Montreal. 

Topic for the week beginning May 8th. 


meeting 


LITERATURE. 

The Scots Worthies, Howie, $1.25. The 
Scottish Covenanters, Dr. James Taylor, 
50c. Heroes and Heroines of the Scottish 
Covenanters, Dryerre, 45c. Crockett’s Men 
of the Moss Hags. 

In any good encyclopedia will be found an 
outline of the events of the Covenanting pe- 
riod, 

POINTS FOR THE PROGRAMME. 

“For conscience sake’’---A paper on this 
Topic illustrated from Scripture and from 
general history. 

The Covenanting struggle. 

The Principles at stake. 

Some of the memorable places and events. 

The Heroes of the Covenant. 
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The Heroines of the Covenant. 
What our time owes to the Covenanters, 


A FAIR ESTIMATE, 


Professor W. G. Blaikie, of Edinburgh, 
gives, in the Schaff-Herzog Encyclopaedia, © 
this careful and admirably fair statement of 
the place and achievements of the Covenant- 
ers: 

‘‘Very different estimates have been form- 
ed of the Covenanters, according to the ec- 
cleasiastical and religious proclivities of 
their judges. By highchurchmen they have 
been denounced as coarse, fanatical, intoler- 
ant, cruel and unscrupulous; by high Pres- 
byterians they have been extolled as men of 
the highest godliness, champions of liber- 
ty, holy martyrs and confessors, the saviors 
of their country. It is very certain that 
between 1580 and 1688 the friends and up- 
holders of the Covenants embraced nearly 
all of the most learned, devout, and earnest 
ministers of the church, and many laymen 
in high position. The real lovers of the 
Gospel were Covenanters, and the revivals of 
earnest-religion were associated with them. 
The rugged character of the times, the gen- 
eral lack of a tolerant spirit, and the ab- 
sence of suitable leaders, may have led ta 
excesses, and caused some degeneracy in the 
movement in its later stages. But the stand 
for freedom, civil and religious, made by the 
Covenanters, was of the noblest character, 
and conferred incalculable benefit on both 
church and state. Had they been crushed, 
ecclesiastical liberty would have almost per- 


ished within the reformed churches of Eu- 
rope.”’ 


THE COVENANTERS. 
By Rev. Prof. Ballantyne. 


The word ‘‘Covenanters”’ is applied to a 
party in Scotland that arose in the Refor- 
mation movement of the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries and extended itself 
to include practically the entire nation. The 
years between the Restoration of 1660 and 
the Revolution of 1688 are generally spoken 
of as the Covenanting times. 

But we may not forcibly sever this sec- 
tion of history from the much longer one 
to which it stands in vital relation and 
from which it derives much of its meaning. 
The times and people that bear the honored 
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received it from certain documents, 
called Covenants. Of these, two are given 
precedence over all others: the National 
Covenant of 1638 and the Solemn League and 
Covenant of 1643. It was the former that 
brought the name into currency, although 
the Scottish Reformation from its earliest 
period had assumed the Covenanting form 
and similarly had crowned the various sta- 
ges of its progress. 

No attempt can be made here to 
fully the course of events by which 
land became Protestant, inviting though 
such a field of enquiry be, important also 
in its bearing upon the topic before us. It 
must suffice to say that under the leader- 
ship of John Knox, and in spite of the 
Catholic Queen Mary, who trusted to her 
personal charms to detach the Protestant 
nobility from their faith and win her people 
for Rome, Scotland accepted the principles 
of the Reformation. When the infant James 
VI became king in 1567, the nation was Pro- 
testant de facto, as for some years it had 
been de jure. 

The essential principles of the Reformation 
were not again seriously endangered, but the 
church was not on that account permitted 
to enjoy peace. A new controversy arose as 
to the form of church government, and the 
long drawn conflict between Presbytery and 
Prelacy began, the story of which opens up 
to us the meaning of the Covenanting move- 
ment and reveals much of the secret of Scot- 
land’s greatness. 

The Reformers had early felt the necessi- 
ty of a definite system of Church  govern- 
ment and the one adopted was essentially 
Presbyterian, though it failed to include 
some of the features than now distinguish 
Presbyterianism. Many who now favored 
Prelacy did so doubtless from honest but 
short-sighted motives, thinking that the re- 
storation of the bishops to their ancient po- 
sition in the Church and Parliament would 
be a bulwark against state tyranny. And 
even John Knox, in his anxiety to obtain 
possession of ecclesiastical revenues, took 
no strong stand against Episcopacy. He 
preferred Presbyterianism, but he held that 
Episcopacy, though not the purest nor the 
best, was lawful. After the death of Knox 
this tendency to Episcopacy was checked by 
Andrew Melville, and Presbyterianism thor- 
oughly established. 

The Church had now to reckon with King 
James, who, with the passing years, mani- 
fested a growing dislike to Calvinism and 
Presbyterianism, while his overweening self- 
conceit and cenfidence in his own superior 


name 
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ability, added emphasis to his objections. 

The cardinal doctrines of his policy were, 
the divine right of kings, and the divine 
right of bishops. The two theories suppor- 
ted each other. ‘‘No bishop, no king’’ was 
his famous maxim. When,therefore, the 
crowns of England and Scotland were united 
in his person in 1603, it seemed to give the 
needed opportunity of working out his poli- 
cy and carrying into effect with the Scotch 
the threat made to the Puritans, ‘‘I’ll make 
them conform, or I’ll harry them out of the 
land.’”’ He in fact succeeded so far that 
Presbyterianism was overturned and Epis- 
copacy established in Scotland by law. The 
people apparently accepted the innovation 
without any violent show of opposition, and 
for the next thirty years Scotland had bis- ~ 
hops. 

It was reserved for Charles I, the son and 
successor of James, to carry forward to ex- 
treme measures the policy of securing uni- 
formity. In many ways Charles was a better 
man than his father. There was about him 
a dignity, a decency of manners, a _ general 
culture that the father sadly lacked. The 
great defect of his character was faithless- 
ness; he made promises lavishly, but he ne- 
ver felt himself bound to keep them. 

In his attitude to Presbyterianism he in- 
herited the policy of his father, only with 
greater intensity. William Laud, Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, was entrusted with 
the direction of ecclesiastical affairs, a man 
of narrow and extreme views, naturally rash 
and irritable, quick to take offence and slow 
to sympathize with others, whose abiding 
purpose was to draw the Church of Eng- 
land farther away from the Protestant 
churches of the continent and nearer Rome, 

Believing that men would become religious 
by acting religiously, he sought above ali to 
improve and elaborate the forms of public 
worship. Looking across the border at the 
Scottish people, he was at one with his 
master in the desire to have worship uni- 
form in both kingdoms. He accompanied 
Charles on a visit to Scotland; the baldness 
of their service seems to have specially im- 
pressed him, and he at once resolved to pro- 
vide for the benighted Scotch a better ser- 
vice book. | 

It must not be supposed that the Scotch 
were without a service book. The liturgy 
prepared by John Knox for the use of his 
congregation at Frankfurt was the authoriz- 
ed form of service up to this time. Reasons 
for the adoption of a liturgy which do not 
now exist were sufficient in early Reforma- 
tion times, such as the ignorance of the 
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clergy. Probably at the date of which we 
write the liturgy was falling into disuse, 
and certainly prelacy, although established 
for thirty years, was daily growing more 
unpopular. At such an inopportune time 
did Charles and Laud determine to carry 
their plans into effect. 

Accordingly, in 1638, the Book of Common 
Prayer, usually known as ‘‘Laud’s Liturgy,”’ 
was sent down. It came with a royal man- 
date that every congregation should immed- 
jately adopt it. Perhaps the clerzy might 
have accepted the new book, but the people 
with outspoken unanimity rejected it. It 
was not fanaticism, as is sometimes charg- 
ed, that prompted their rejection. They did 
not object to the reading of prayers in it- 
self, but they objected to this prayer book 
because of its character---it was little better 
than a Romish mass book---and they objec- 
ted to the manner of its introduction. 

Its attempted use in the churches of Edin- 
burgh gave the signal for the revolt of the 
people. In St. Giles an immense congrega- 
tion had assembled, for it was known that 
the Dean of Edinburgh was to read the ser- 
vice from the new book. He had no sooner 
began to read than his voice was drowned 
in a clamor amid which such epithets could 
be heard as ‘“‘fox,’’ ‘wolf,’ “false Judas.” 
Finally an old herb woman, named Jenny 
Geddes, hearing the bishop direct the dean 
to read the collect for the day, cried out, 
Villain, dost thou say mass at my lug?’’’ 
and threw at the dean’s head the stool on 
which she was sitting. General confusion 
followed and the service was broken up. 
This tumult proved to be the death blow of 
Laud’s liturgy; the whole nation joined in 
the outcry and the use of the book had to 
be suspended. ~ 

But Charles knew not as yet the temper 
of the people and refused to yield. Men 
felt that a crisis had come and that the 
only safety of the nation lay in a union that 
should be cemented by religion as well as by 
loyalty. They turned to the Covenants that 
had hitherto marked the progress of the Re- 
formation. On the first of March, 1638, in 
the Church of Greyfriars, Edinburgh, the 
National Covenant of Scotland was spread 
out. All ranks crowded forward to sign it. 
The enthusiasm rose high; it was taken from 
the church to the graveyard and laid upon a 
flat stone. Many were in tears. Some wrote 
after their names ‘‘till death,’’ and others 
signed in their own blood. Copies of the 
document were made and carried throughout 
\cotlasd, ead practically the entire nation 
ened i.. 
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The most vital part of this Covenant was 
that in which they declared by the name of 
God that they would continue in the profes- 
sion of their religion and defend it against 
all errors and corruptions, that they would 
stand by His Majesty in support of the li- 
berties, laws and religion of the kingdom, 
and that they would support one another 
against their enemies. From this date the 
name ‘‘Covenanters”’ is known in Scottish 
history. 

Events now marched with rapid stride. At 
first the Covenanters merely objected to the 
use of Laud’s liturgy, but soon they began 
to contemplate the overthrow of the whole 
Episcopal system. The General Assembly 
that met in the same year deposed the bish- 
ops and restored Presbyterianism. When 
Alexander Henderson, the Moderator, was 
about to leave the chair, he said, ‘‘We have 
thrown down the walls of Jericho; let him 
that rebuildeth beware of the curse of Hiel 
the Bethelite.”’ 

The overthrow was complete, but the Co- 
venanters were forced to take another step, 
for Charles was determined to coerce them 
into submission, and had raised an army for 
that purpose. The Covenanters not only met 
force with force, but marched into England 
and routed the English. Then followed the 
meeting of the Long Parliament, the civil 
war and the success of the royalist troops. 

At last when the Parliamentary cause 
seemed desperate Pym decided to appeal to 
Scotland. The Scotch had now commenced 
to dream of a Presbyterian England, and 
when a delegate from England appeared be- 
fore the General Assembly, the only union 
they would hear of was religious. Accord- 
ingly, the Solemn League and Covenant was 
drawn up and assented to by the two na- 
tions in 1643. Thus England, by act of Par- 
liament, became Presbyterian, but soon other 
causes were at work to make such legal en- 
actments worthless. 

When the Restoration took place in 1660 
Scotland had again to struggle for its Pres- 
byterian form of church government. For 
a quarter of a century this last phase of 
the bitter conflict continued. The new king, 
aided by a subservient Parliament, had bish- 
ops once more appointed, and acts passed 
that should compel uniformity. 

To the demand that those ministers who 
had been merely appointed by the congrega- 
tion and presbytery should now seek and re- 
ceive recognition from the patron and bish- 
op, nearly four hundred replied by leaving: 
their charges and throwing themselves on, 
the freewill offerings of the people. Many, 
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of them still remained within the bounds of 
their parishes and preached, though not in 
the churches. So large were the crowds 
that resorted to these meetings, called con- 
venticles, that they were made illegal. Nor 
was this all. Troopers were sent to enforce 
the law and to compel attendance upon the 
regular services. Ministers who had been 
thrust upon the people were in the habit of 
calling a roll of the congregation and hand- 
ing a list cof the absentees to the officer of 
the district. Fines were imposed for non- 
attendance, and soldiers quartered on the 
people until the fines were paid. Yet they 
did not rebel. 

Still harsher measures followed. It be- 
came a penal offence for one of these minis- 
ters to preach anywhere. But even the cru- 
elties of scourging to which they were sub- 
jected could not prevent the people from 
meeting to hear the Gospel preached by the 
beloved pastor of their choice, Conventicles 
grew in number and in size, and the wise 
must have seen that sooner cr later the pa- 
tience of the people would be exhausted. 

The first outbreak, however, was quite un- 
premeditated. The two parties came to 
blows in an attempt to rescue an old man 
who was being illtreated by some soldiers, 
and at once the country around was in a 
blaze of excitement. It was an undisciplin- 
ed multitude who rushed to the defence of 
the Covenanting cause, and they were no 
match against the forces of the king. 

Many suffered legal murder for this out- 
break, among them being the young preach- 
er, Hugh McKail, whose heroic bearing and 
words on the scaffold sent a thrill through- 
out Scotland. ‘Farewell, father and mo- 
ther, friends and relations,’’ he said; ‘‘fare- 
well, the world and all delights; farewell, 
meat and drink; farewell, sun moon and 
stars; welcome God and Father; welcome 
sweet Jesus Christ, the Mediator of the new 
Covenant; welcome, blessed Spirit of grace, 
the God of all consolation; welcome glory; 
welcome eternal life; and welcome death.’’ 
In the library of Knox College there is an 
interesting memorial of this martyr in a 
copy of the Confession of Faith beautifully 
written with his own hand. 

The effect of this unsuccessful rising was 
to increase the severity of the persecution. 
The people often met in the fields, while 
sentinels were posted on the hills to warn 
them of the approach of the soldiers. The 
instrument now’ used for this iniquitous 
work was Graham of Claverhouse, ‘‘ Bloody 
Claverse.”’ His business was outlined in one 
of the cruellest laws ever passed, a law that 
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decreed confiscation of goods and death to 
any one who should preach at a field con- 
venticle, a reward of 500 marks to him who 
should seize a preacher, and a ruinous fine 
to any one who should attend such a meet- 
ing. Much farther the law could scarcely 
go. It is not possible to describe the suf- 
ferings and barbarities that men and women 
endured rather than give up their religion. 
There is, however, in all this black record an 
unvarying testimony borne to the sustaining 
power of a simple faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

At Drumclog Claverhouse met with the 
first open resistance. A company of Coven- 
anters, surprised on the Sabbath morning as 
they were engaged in their simple services, 
hurriedly resolved to fight rather than flee, 
and before their determined resistance, the 
troopers had to retire, leaving thirty of 
their number dead. But their success on 
the field of battle was only temporary; by 
gross mismanagement they were defeated at 
Bothwell Bridge. Driven into Edinburgh, the 
prisoners, too many for any jail to receive 
them, were herded like cattle in the church- 
yard of Greyfriars. Some died there, others 
were taken out and hanged, and some 250 
perished at sea as they were being trans- 
ported to the Barbadoes. Such was the 
treatment meted out to those whose only 
crime was that they chose the Presbyterian 
form of church government rather than the 
Episcopalian. Relief came from the oppres- 
sion only with the landing of William of Or- 
ange, 

No view of the Covenanting movement can 
be complete without some reference to its 
spiritual outcome. Its documents ever dis- 
play impassioned devotion to Christ and His 
sospel. And when we turn from documents 
to lives it would be easy to bring abundant 
testimony of Christian character, the no- 
blest and most beautiful, of a faith in and 
a love for Christ that carried these people to 
a sublime height of daring and enduring, 
the glory of which the caricatures even of 
Sir Walter Scott cannot destroy. 

This was indeed a movement of genuine 
spiritual revival, the forces of which have 
not yet spent themselves, but are still tell- 
ing on the religious life of Scotland, and of 
lands wherever the infiuence of Scotchmen 
is felt. The religion of those days was no 
fitful spasmodic thing, thriving in the ex- 
citement of conventicles, and expressing it- 
self in incoherent rhapsodies. It was above 
all practical, concerning itself in all that 
is lovely, and pure, and of good report. It 
was a religion worthy of the times and of 
the nation. 
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Churchill........ lew |Holiand.ceulens 15 00| Mont. Knox ce.... 50.00 Bl: 1 Ri i 
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Glenarm ......... 7 00;|Almonte St. J ss.. 50 00) Billings Bridge ss 10 00|St John’s St Ace. 10 /|Tignish, Mon Eim _ 
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BOR ee oats: atham St A..... 6: 
Blackville ce..... : St Peter’s Bay: 5 We! COLLEGE LIBRARY Grand Total $3,100 46 poe eae 5 
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Murray flar New " 10 oy F H. Marks if Little Harbor.... New Mills. Ken. 24 |River Charlo ss.. 3 
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FORM OF BEQUEST. 


“T leave and bequeath the sum of,—[the amount being written in words, not in 
Fund of the pte A eet Church in Canada,—(Here 
state whether Eastern or Western section)—and I declare that the receipt of the 
Treasurer for the time being, of the said................. ivedewe Fund, shall be a good and 
sufficient discharge to my Estate and Executors.”’ 


HOW TO STUDY THE BIBUE. 


Compare Scripture with Scripture. This is 
best done with a concordance or a good mar- 
ginal reference Bible. In the latter case 
look at all the references, and you will be 
surprised how they illuminate your reading 
and open up new avenues of thought, The 
searching of the Scriptures which the Lord 
enjoins seems to be especially fulfilled in 
this work. Somethimes a double view of the 
truth in this way will act like the double 
glass of the stercoscope, and make the truth 
stand out in all the fulness and perspective 
of reality, startling the soul with its pre- 
sence. 

Use a Bibe in another language than your 
own, if you are able. This gives a freshness 
the old texts, of which the truth is ever fresh, 
but the words may have become trite to the 
ear. 

Read aloud, if you have the opporiunic<y. 
Reading aloud and praying aloud add much 
to the vigor of these exercises. The mind 
seems to be aroused by the sound of the 


voice. Our thoughts take a more complete 
shape, and hence are more permanent and 
powerful. 

Always read with prayer. Reading God’s 
Word is always solemn when we approach it. 
To take the Bible as we would the city di- 
rectory or almanac, is to secularize it, and 
to emasculate it. It is to us a magneciic ma- 
chine without connecting wires. The 
prayerful frame of mind is necessary for the 
electric power of the Bible to operate. When 
the Spirit, who indited the book, is received 
in its influences into the heart, then ihe con- 
nection is complete, and messages of peace 
flow from heaven to earth. 

Read each time with full faith that you 
will find a blessing. This is honoring God’s 
cwn method. He gave the Bible, and for the 
express purpose of blessing the soul by, it 
Use it for this end and you cannot be deceiv- 
ed. There can be no failure on God’s part. 
His blessings are inexhaustible, and so are 
His Scriptures. Let there be no critical 
pride, but a child-like simplicity before the 
Word—a putting forth of our weak hand to 
receive a gift from God.—Howard Crosby. 


Published by authority of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Canada, 


The Presbyterian Record, 5oc. yearly. Five or more to one address 25c. each. 


The Children’s Record, 3o0c. yearly. Five or more to one address 15c. each. 


Subscriptions to either of the Records, at a proportionate rate, may begin at any time, 


not to run beyond December. 


The Teacher’s Monthly, soc. yearly. Five or more to one address 4o cents each. 


The Home Study Quarterly, for Scholars, and the Home Department, 20 cents yearly. 


Five or more to one address Ioc. each. 


The Primary Quarterly, for the Little Folks, Illustrated, 20 cents yearly. Five or more to 


one address Ioc. each. 


The Home Study Leaflet, and, The Primary Leaflet, corresponding to the Quarterlies, 
six cents each yearly. Sent only in fives or multiples of five. 


All orders and remittances for any of the above publications, but notfor any others, to be 


addressed to 


Rev. E. Scott, PRESBYTERIAN OFFICES, Montreal. 


NoTE.—Payment, especially for S.S, Helps, should always bein advance; as these latter have to be paid for 


when printed, and they are not yet self-supporting, 


Please do mot order any other publications from this office, 
as the above arc the only ones entrusted to our care by the General Assembly. 


If other publications are wished, 


they can be ordered through any stationer, Class Registers and Superintendents’ Records, should be ordered 


direct from, 5 Jordan street, Toronto. 
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GLEANINGS. 


‘Beauty is not of face or form, but of the 
soul.”’ 


Heaven does not make joy, but joy makes 
heaven, 


Noah was in the minority, but he came out 
of the flood all right. 


God governs the world with such perfect 
regularity that materialists have imagined 
it governed itself. 


‘‘Until forgiven, sin is a terror by night 


and day, and the soul knows no peace. 
happy sinner.”’ 
Every person has two educations --- one 


which he receives from others, and one, 
more important, which he gives himself --- 
Gibbon, 


If I can put one touch of a rosy sunset in- 
to the life of any man or woman, I shall feel 
that I have worked with God.---George Mac- 
Donald. 


‘‘Small kindnesses, small courtesies, small 
considerations habitually practiced in our 80- 
cial intercourse, give a greater charm to the 
character than a great display of talemts and 
accomplishments.”’ 


‘‘Never hesitate to do a kindness because 
it seems too small. Even the little act of 
giving a ‘‘cup of cold water” to a thirsty 
one, if it be given in the right spirit, will 
receive God’s blessing.’’ 


When we pray we are talking to God, and, 
therefore, we should bow our heads and 
close our eyes in reverence. But when the 
Bible is read, that is God speaking to us, 
80 we should be doubly reverent, 


If God were to send his angel to address 
any company of people they all would bow 
down in worshipful fear; why is it, then, 
that we 8o often give small heed when God’s 
own word, his message to us, is being 
read? 


“A beautiful face is no more to be lightly 
esteemed than one of the roses that God has 
given for earth’s adornment. Yet to count 
a beautiful face as of more importance than 
a noble character is to regard the rose as of 
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greater value than the fruit-tree or the 


wheat.”’ 


If you begin with the thought of self--- 
even of self-improvement, it is very difficult 
to pass into the life of another. But if with 
Christ you begin by passing into the life of 
another, if with Him you feel yourself in 
sympathy, on the narrow plank which others 
have to tread, you will find that your own 
way is made smooth and gentle. 


‘‘A group of ministers talking at a camp 
meeting last summer came to this agree- 
ment: One of the greatest dangers in the 
Church to-day is the presence in official po- 
sitions of worldly men, who are kept there 
because the Church feels it cannot do with- 
out their money, and who are allowed a pro- 
portion of influence beyond either their eu 
ing or abilities, for fear of offending them.’ 


A missionary in Uganda tells that, once 
converted, the people are anxious to avaneen 
ize their fellow-countrymen, and that one 
out of every five communicants has gone to 
proclaim the word of God to the heathen. 
The natives are not encouraged to adopt- 
European habits, as the missionaries believe 
in the formation of a strong native church. 


‘‘A good talker is born, not made. But by 
reading good books, by keeping one’s self 
well informed as to the interesting events of - 
the day, one may become a good conversa- 
tionalist. Still, the most fascinating talk- 
ers by no means those who know the most, 
but, instead, those who have the greatest _ 
amount of tact, are most sympathetic, ver- 
satile, and bat important of all, have the 
a aeertal something that, iaeklte a better 
name, we call magnetism.”’ 


‘“‘EKvery woman owes it to herself and the 
world to be a perfect lady; every man is un- 
der obligation to show himself a faultless 
gentleman. To that end each should culti- 
vate the little refinements of conduct, the 
graces of speech and bearing, the cents 
tactfulness of demeanor, that are the deli- 
cate manifestations of inward beauty. Jesus 
was the finest gentleman the world has ever 
geen, and by his thoughtfulness of speech 
and manner the loveliness of his spirit was 
often revealed. Let us not despise the ame. 
nities of life. Rightly used they may “} 
mad® ministers of Christ.” 
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LIVERPOOL AND LONDON AND GLOBE 


INSURANCE COMPANY. 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS IN CANADA: 


EDMUND J. BARBEAU, Esq., Chairman. 
W. Je BUCHANAN, Esa. Deputy Chairman. 


A. F. GA: cAM LF FINLEY, ED. S CLOUSTON. 
Available Assets, - - = $58,553,900 
Invested in Canada, - - - 2,110,000 


Mercantile Risks accepted at lowest current rates 
Dwelling Houses, F'arm Properties and Churches insured 


at lowest terms. 
G. F. C. SMITH, 
Chief Agent and Resident Secretary. 
16 Place d’Armes, corner St. James St., Montreal. 


It is the resolute man who counts in life. 
Battles have to be fought, temptations have to be 
overcome, sorrows have to be endured, and com- 
petition has to be encouraged. Under such cir- | 
cumstances, the weak and irresolute fail. Only 
he of nerve and force, of decided convictions, of 
will and determination, stands firm under strong, 
pressure, and gains the prize set before him. 


Morton, Phillips & Co. 


Stationers, 
Blank Book Makers, 


St. Margaret’s College 
TORONTO. 


&Colleglate School for Girls In the finest Residental pa 
of Toronto. 
Board of Management: 
Bey. G, M. Milligan; M.A., D.D., old St. Andrew’s Church, 
Toronto, President. 
3. K. Macdonald, Esq., Man.-Dir. Confederation Life 
Association, Toronto, Vice-President, 
Rey. Louis H. Jordan, M.A., B.D., St. James Square 
Church, Toronto. 
George Dickson, M.A., late Principal, Upper Canada Col- 
lege, and Hamilton Coll, Inst, 
Mrs. George Dickson, Lady Principal, St. Margaret’s Col, 


ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT under teachers of the highest 

Academic and professional standing. 
MusICAL DEPARTMENT, under teachers trained by the best 
European masters, 
ART DEPARTMENT, including classes in drawing from 
Casts, painting (water colors and oils), art needle 
work, china painting, pen and ink sketching, ete., is 
under the direction of L. R. O’ Brian, R:C.A, 
DOMESTIC SCIENCE classes are taught by specialists. © 
Staff of 26 teachers, 7 of whom reside in the college, 
Thorough supervision of pupils’ studies. Modern meth- 
ods of instruction. Complete equipment, large grounds, 

For circulars, apply to 
; Mrs. George Dickson, Lady Principal, 
ST. MARGARET’S COLLEGE, Toronto, 


The Typewriterium. .. 


1740 NOTRE DAME, | 


ALBERT BRYCOH, 


ano Printers, sam, 


3% 


i755 AND 1757 NOTRE DAME STREET, 
MONTREAL. 


PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF PRAISE, 


: CONTAINING 
122 SELECTIONS FROM THE PSALMS AND ABOUT 630 HYMNS. 


FULL ASSORTMENT 
From 8&c., 10@¢., 30¢., 60c. ; Music Edition, 90c., $1.25. 


An edition containing the complete Psalter is also in 
preparation, notice of which will be given later. 


Early Orders Solicited, 


W. DRYSDALE & CoO., 
432 St. James Street, Montreal. 


Francois H. Corysurr, Q.C. C. J. R. Bernuns. 


CHRYSLER & BETHUNE, 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS, OTTAWA, CANADA. 


A& FAVORABLY KNOWN SINCE 4296 
Ws. HAVE FURN/SHED 25.000 . 14 
de ay, (HURCH, SCHOOL & OTHER 


: PUREST, BES 
iy b a Ip MENEELY & Ca., GEANU N. 
ees =) WEST-TROY, N. Y:1862/-METAL 
mel ie CHIMES. Ere, CATALOGUE & PRICES FREE, 


THE ONTARIO MEDICAL COLLEGE FOR WOMEN, LIMITED, 
For Calendar, etc., apply to 


DR. D. J. GIBB WISHART, Registrar, 
1 Sumach Street, TORONTO, | 


AGENT. 

Machines of all kinds always on hand to 
rent or for sale. Old machines rebuilt 
and repaired. Tel... 1611. 


PRESBYTERIAN LADIES’ COLLEGE, 


OTTAMA, 


(Formerly COLIGNY COLLEGE). 
President, Rey. W. T. HerripGer, B.D. 
Principal, Miss Jessy Moncrierr McBRatneEy. 


_ The Curriculum provides a carefully graded .course of 
instruction from the Kindergarten up to. University 
Matriculation. : 

Music, Art, Elocution, Physical Culture and Deportment, 
Needlework, and Cookery are taught by Specialists. ~ 

Instruction in the Music Department is after the 
methods of the best German schools. 

The Art Department offers courses in Drawing from the 
Cast, Painting in Oiland Water Colour, Pastel, Miniature 
and China Painting. 

Hight of the fourteen members of the teaching staff 
reside in the College and supervise the pupils’ studies. 

Application for Circular and for admission may be made 
to the Principal. 


WELDON & McLEAN, 


ST. JOHN, N. B., 
Solicitors to the Bank of Montreal and the Canadian Pacific Ry, 
SPECIAL ATTENTION GIVEN TO COLLECTIONS. 


8. GREENSHIELDS, 
SON & CO. 


MONTREAL, 
CENERAL Dry Coops MERCHANTS, 


E 
ARNISHED 


Sole selling Agents in Canada 
for Priestley’s Celebrated Dresa 
Fabrics and Cravenettes. 
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 


The General Assembly will meet in Knox 
Church, Montreal, on Wednesday, the 8th 
June, at 8 o’clock in the evening. The Com- 
mittee on Business will meet in the same 
Chureh on the afternoon of the 8th June, at 
4 o’clock. 

Lists of Commissioners should be forward- 
ed to the Rev. Dr. R. Campbell, 68 St. Fam- 
ille, St., Montreal. All other official docu- 
ments for the Assembly should be forwarded 
to the Rey. Dr. Warden, Toronto, so as to 
reach him at least eight days in advance of 
the meeting. Presbytery clerks will kindly 
note that each item of business intended for 
the General Assembly should be on a separ- 
ate sheet of foolscap paper. 

Arrangements have been made for the 
printing in Toronto of the annual reports of 
all Standing Committees. These should be 
forwarded to Dr. Warden as early as possible 
that they may be printed and stitched to- 
gether in good time. before the meeting of 
the Assembly. 

Arrangements have been made with the 
Railway Companies for reduced fares, which 
are available for commissioners, and their 
wives or daughters accompanying them, as 
also for others having business with the 
Assembly. 

Tickets are good in going, from 2nd to 
10th June, and in returning up to the 30th 
June. When tickets are purchased at the 
starting point, a certificate must be pro- 
cured from the Ticket Agent, stating that 
full single fare has been paid to Montreal. 
These certificates will be attested at the 
meeting of Assembly, and return tickets ob- 
tained free, provided that at least 300 have 
used the certificates. The number doing so 
in former years was only slightly in excess 
of 300. It is therefore important that all 
Commissioners, etc., should secure a Stand- 
ard Certifieate from the railway company, at 
the starting point, in order to ensure the re- 
turn ticket being obtained free. If travelling 


by more than one line of railway, certifi- 
cates should be obtained from the _ ticket 
agent of each railway. 


ROBT. CAMPBELL, D.D., 


Rost. H. WARDEN, D.D., \ Joint Clerks. 


SHALL THE SALOON CONTINUE. 


That is the question to be answered by the 
Plebiscite in Canada. A striking illustra- 
tion of the evil it works is told by Rev. Dr. 
McIntosh, of Philadelphia, as follows: 

“T was walking south of Chestnut, on 
Twenty-first street, on Saturday afternoon, 
when I saw a little child, ten or twelve 
years of age, sitting on the steps of a 
saloon. JI spoke to her. She at once ad- 
dressed me by name. I said, ‘How do you 
know my name?’ She replied, ‘You came 
and spoke down at our mission school.’ I 
said, ‘Why are you here ?’ She said, ‘I am 
waiting for my father who is in ‘the sa- 
loon.’ 

Presently the man came out. I went on 
the opposite side of the street, keeping my 
eye on them. He walked unsteadily, partly 
supported by the little child. Presently 
they came to another saloon. I saw that 
the little child was pleading with him. But 
he went in and she again sat down on the 
steps. 

I went to her and said, ‘I will go into the 
saloon and ask them not to sell anything to 
your father.’ She said, ‘O, no! that wil 
only make it worse, and when he goes home 
he will abuse mother.’ ‘Well,’ I said, ‘I will 
wait till he comes out, and urge him to go 
home without drinking any more.’ She said, 
‘No, that would be still worse.’ 

I followed them from the other side of the 
street. He went into one saloon after an- 
other, until he had gone into thirteen, and 
had to be almost carried home. I imagine 
what that home is.”’’ 

Do we want such scenes and such homes 
in Canada? And shall we vote to continue 
that which causes these scenes and homes ? 
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STATE OF THE FUNDS, EAST. 


At the close of accounts, on the first of 
April, the Funds of the Church, East, stood 
as follows:— 


Receipts. Expen. In Fund. In Debt. 
Foreign,.....+ peweee paleo GDals(O0) areas $4,541 
OME....0% arent 14,245 12,635 B12) Ae ricare 
Augmentation...... 9,508 9,479 8,551 see eee 
College icc cap crx: « 10,336 8,726 OL snes 
DUTSAYY ae len ee ae 1,101 878 Se en 
Aged Ministers..... 3,871 4004.0" ahs eee 212 
Comparative Statement of Receipts. 
1896-97. 1897-98. 
AP OPI STE wee ap ea tee te OORT ae ee: $28,008 70 $27,443 82 
HL OIG eats orenistere Oe a hee toners wheel 15,094 69 14.245 38 
AUGMEN.-02 00.06 Pare Hite cie terreno ens 9,858 22 9,508 42 
Colleeosse cre oct nr se cdo sre. neces 11,218 97 10,336 66 
BUreATN a cee dias tenses Sonnet 1,181 43 1,101 67 
A ed) Min saves sujcacet sa steiamtece tease a 4,223 17 8,871 58 
WK OTOH eas « a ctese onic Make caste ae Shute 215 50 2,945 90 
Dota come Gea aetna cra he nroiece $69,800 68 $66,453 43 


Home Mission receipts include for the N., 
W. in 1896-97 $2,184.00, and in 1897-98 
‘$2,390.89. 

Payments on College account cover only 
nine months of professors’ salaries, or from 
July 1st to March 31st. Had a year’s pay- 
ments been made the fund would have 
shown a debt of $1,775.55. 


STATE OF THE FUNDS, WEST. 


All the funds but one close the year free of 
debt. The Home, Augmentation, French, 
Foreign, Knox College, Prec. Coll., Mont- 
real, W. & O., and Assembly Funds have 
their balances less or more on the right 
side. For means and will to lo this let the 
Church give thanks. 

One fund only, that of the Worn and 
Weary Reapers, the Aged and Infirm Minis- 
ters’ Fund, has its balance on the wrong 
side. It began the year with a debt of 
$1,763, which grew larger by $1,300 during 
the year. 


Two of our Colleges, Knox and Montreal, 
had their closings on the oth and 7th of 
April. The graduating class o the latter 
numbered fifteen and the form2: twenty-six; 
forty-one, from these two, added to the 
ministry of the church. ° 

With the outgoing of students from other 
colleges, the Manitoba men who have been 
holding the fort during the winter in the 
Home Mission Field, have been relieved, and 
have returned to their studies. The sum- 
mer session, Theological Department, of 
Manitoba College, opened on the 29th of 
March. Principal King and Prot Baird will 
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be assisted this summer by Professors Fal-— 
eoner of Halifax, and Ross of Montreal. 


‘“‘T have a reversible sleigh, sleigh on one 
side, toboggan on the other,’’ writes Rev. 
J. Pringle, our missionary appointed to 
Glenora, ‘‘and when I am in my harness will 
be able to draw my stuff with considerable 
ease. I shall, with others, start afoot from 
Wrangel, if it is possible to proceed at all, 
and I may be a month on the ice between 
Wrangel and Glenora.’’ 


Rev. J. A. Sinclair, o1 Spencerville, Ont., 
has been appointed our fourth missionary 
to the gold seekers of the ‘ar North West. 
He will proceed to Skaguay and relieve Mr.. 
Dickey, who will push on farther into the 
interior and will probably be located at the 
headquarters of life and government in the 
Klondike region. VUur four men now in the 
field, are, in the order of their appointment, 
RR. M. | Dickey, “A. SS: Grant, J) Pringle ie 
A. Sinelair. 


The Presbyterian women of Toronto have 
organized to send to the Klondike, to work 
with our missionaries there, some devoted 
Christian women who have had _ special 
training as nurses, and they have sent out 
an appeal to the Church for help in this 
work. The Victorian Order is also sending 
some nurses, but as that order embraces 
all, of whatever creed, its aim is purely 
humanitarian at the sick ved. While there 
will be room for all the skill and tender 
help that can fina .ts way to that wild, 
rough life, the good women of Toronto feel 
that they would like their share of such 
Christly ministry, to have, like Christ’s own 
work, its help and healing for body and 
soul. The wives and motners who have 
sons and husbands there will be glad to 
have it so. 


LETTER FROM SKAGODAY. 


Rey. R. M. Dickey, writing from Skaguay 
to Rev. C. W. Gordon, of Winnipeg, under 
date 15 March, says: 

‘‘There has been a good deal of sickness, 
chiefly a nervous trouble, caused by excite- 
ment, exposure, and want of proper nourish- 
ment and care. The poor fellows who get it 
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usually become unconscious very soon after 
the first attack, and unless medical skill and 
care be procured soon they often are beyond 
hope. 

The hospital of which I told you in my 
last has already done a great work, having 
treated over thirty cases and only losing 
three. The total number of deaths in the 
town has not exceeded thirty, and about ten 
of these were by accident o1 violence. 

But the sadness of some of them was 
great, most of them away from bome and 
fliends. Regarding the spiritual state of 
most of them I cannot speak——they were 
usually too far gone to be able to give us 
any assurance of their hope. This 
makes very touching and sad the appeals 
from broken-hearted mothers for a last mess- 
age from their sons. What can I reply but 
commend them to the love and mercy of our 
Father in heaven. A deathbed among some 
of the lawless is a very terrible sight. 

One morning I was called before daylight 
to see a man that was dying. Hastily dress- 
ing, I went to the hotel and up to his room. 
There lay on the bed a handsome young fel- 
low apparently unconscious. Around him 
knelt the watchers with weary faces and 
tear-stained eyes, looking in terror for the 
approach of the Angel of Death. They had 
been forgetful altogether of their God, but 
now they supplicated Him with a strange 
but earnest importunity. 

When I entered they all kept silence. I 
spoke to the dying man about the love of 
Jesus Christ and His atoning death. Fora 
time he seemed to have some conception of 
what I said, and responded to it. Then he 
began to wander again, and it was heart- 
rending to hear a dying man talking of the 
terrors of the trail and of the golden gulch 
beyond. Then as if he suddenly remembered, 
he jumped up and shouted, ‘Im robbed, I’m 
robbed. The gamblers have got all my 
money.’ 

He fell back exhausted and again we 
knelt around his bed, gamblers and harlots 
and minister, and we prayed with and for 
one another in the grey dawn of an Alaskan 
morning, and who knows but that God in 
His mercy heard our prayers ? 

These poor fellows on the trail are pretty 
tough-looking as a rule, but their hearts are 
tender where one strikes the proper chord. 

A few weeks ago, one Sabbath morning, a 
Mr. Insley sang after the service ‘“My Mo- 
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ther’s Prayer.’’ It brought tender memories 
back to the most of us, and through the 
audieace there were many bowed heads and 
tearful eyes. Before he was through, some 
oi the boys could stand it no longer and one 
aiter another they rose and silently passed 
out. 

Another song that seemed to affect them 
greatly was one entitled ‘‘He is Sleeping in 
the Klondike Vale To-night.’’ Mrs. Miller 
sang it well at our Literary and Musical So- 
ciety, and is to sing it again on Tuesday 
night by special request. 

You would notice from the paper that Mr. 
Grant has been able to do excellent work 
along the trail, treating the boys who are 
sck. He is very popular wherever he goes, 
and has made many friends for himself and 
our mission, both here and at Bennett. I 
suppose another man will arrive very soon 
for Skaguay. 

On Wednesday last Rev. Dr. Campbell, a 
minister of the Episcopal Church from Kat- 
chekan, arrived here. He 1s expecting the 
Bishop of Alaska by every boat, and informs 
me that they are going to form a mission 
here. They have got sufficient money from 
the Mission Board to build a church, school 
and hospital, without asking the people here 
to subscribe. He conducted an Episcopal 
service on Sabbath afternoon and preached 
for me at night. Dr. Campbell is a college 
friend of Dr Robertson, to whom he sends 
kindest regards. 

You would be astonished to find the beau- 
tiful spring-like weather we have at present. 
Yesterday with some friends I. climbed the 
mountain to a very charming lake near the 
top. It was so beautiful that one could 
scarce believe that it is winter in Alaska. 
But for a few weeks before this mild spell 
the north winds were very severe, and a 
great many people who were not thorough- 
ly prepared suffered. Some of the people 
from the south actually landed with black 
kid gloves. The multitude coming seems to 
have little idea about the country and con- 
ditions. What will become of nine-tenths of 
them it is hard to say. A good many re- 
turn on almost every boat and perhaps they 
are the wiser. 

For the first four months it required all 
the money we could raise for the Church 
buildings and improvements. The Sabbath 
collections vary from $12 to $17, but dur- 
ing the cold weather it cost a great deal to 
heat the church from about 8.30 a.m. til] 10 
p.m. every day but Saturday. For remem- 
ber we have school all day and a reading 
room all evening. 
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LETTER FROM HONAN. 
DR. JENNIE M. DOW TO THE MONTREAL W. M. S. 


Chu Wang, Dec. 1, 1897. 


Dear Mrs. Grier,—Last night brought your 
letter. It is good to know that you think of us 
and pray for us. 

The Women’s Dispensary here opened its doors 
two weeks ago. Mrs. Han, who is my ‘‘right 
hand man,” had manifested a good deal of inter- 
est in the ‘‘doctrine.” She gives promise of 
being a valuable helper. 

Just now the great fair of the year for this 
place isin progress, and there is noise and stir 
enough. Their methods of transacting business, 
as described by my teacher, are rather amusing: 
‘**One price” places of business are a thing of the 
future, let it be hoped, in China. 

As a rule the merchant scans his customer, and 
suits his asking price to the probable income, 
shrewdness, and business capacity, of the man he 
has to deal with. In any case he asks more than 
the article is worth, and the purchaser in turn 
offers less than he expects to pay. Gradually the 
one lowers his price and the other raises his offer 
until the happy medium is reached. If the pur- 
chaser is ignorant of the real value of the article 
he is sure to be cheated. , 

If a customer leaves the store without buying, 
because his price was not accepted, the shop- 
keeper, finding that there is no hope, and anxious 
to sell, often goes out after him, and calls ‘‘ Come 
back, come back, I'll let you have it at your 
rice: « 

Sometimes visions float through our heads, of 
the delight of doing a little shopping again at 
home, where there is some little faith between 
man and man. 

I wish you could see the little Mrs. Jong (or 
Chang, as the name is sometimes spelled). She 
was baptized a few weeks after our return. Her 
face shows unmistakably the new life that has 
come into her soul. There is a dignity and 
brightness about her that was quite unknown in 
former days, and her heart seems to have been 
filled with that love which can only come from 
the Divine source. She is not at all clever, but 
we love her for her very childlikeness and for the 
simplicity of her faith and the sincerity of her 
life. 

There were five women received on probation a 
few months ago. The interest appears to be 
keeping up, and a real work of grace to be in 
progress amongst them. 

Think of being able to show these poor people, 
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even in the faintest measure, what the love of 
Christ means, what honor! Why cannot we 
always be sensible of this ? 

One of our Christians, the first baptized native 
of Chu Wang, is to be married in less than two 
weeks, and he has asked to have a Christian 
ceremony. ‘This will be the first in our mission. 
It means much for them thus to break away from 
custom, but it is his own proposal. When God’s 
Spirit has His dwelling in the heart, He leads 
men, slowly it may be, but surely, into the truth. 


A SABBATH EVENING IN HONAN. 
BY DR. MENZIES, OUR MEDICAL MISSIONARY. 


Chang te Fu, Honan, 
3 Jan., 1898. 
Dear Mr. Scott, 

It is my turn this month to write to the 
Recorp. I have simply tried to tell what I have 
seen here. JI am nota poet, but it seemed easier 
to describe these scenes in rhyme than in prose. 

Your fellow missionary, 
JAS. MENZIES. 


The Sabbath sun was setting 
Behind the Western hills, 
As I stood alone and pondered 
The weight of China’s ills. 


The heavens all gold and crimson; 
Earth lit by the sunset glow ; 

All things declared His glory 
Who made them so long ago. 


I thought of the friends in the Home-land 
And the Sabbath beginning there, 
Perhaps just a little lonely 
As l inwardly breathed the prayer 


That God would bless in the Home-land 
His people who meet to pray, 

And fill each heart with gladness 
That loves His holy day. 


I thought of the Sabbath worship 
In the church I had loved the best, 

Till [seemed once more with the gathering throng, 
And entering with the rest. 


I traversed the old familiar aisle, 
And entered the same old pew, 
To hear once more the story, 
So old and yet so new. 


The Sabbath-school was closing, 
I heard the children sing 

“* All hail the power of Jesus’ name ” 
Our Saviour and our King. 


None seemed to note my presence 

As the worshippers gathered there ; 
A moment of silent waiting, 

And then we bowed in prayer. 
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The pastor craved a blessing, 
And claimed the promise sure 
Of God’s abiding presence 
That ever shall endure. 


He prayed that we might be thankful 


For the blessings of God’s great grace ; 


That the message of love and mercy 
Might be borne to every place. 


Till all the isles of ocean 
And forest, and hill, and plain, 
Should rejoice in Christ’s redemption, 
And join in a glad refrain. 


And when we sang ‘‘ Old Hundred ” 
** All people on earth who dwell,” 

The pastor I knew was waiting 
Some message of love to tell. 


He spoke of the Resurrection, 
As promised in God’s own word, 
When all who sleep in Jesus 
Shall arise to meet their Lord. 


He showed us the Golden City, 
And the hosts before the throne, 

Who night and day unwearied 
Sing praises to God alone. 


There were some who seemed aweary, 
And worn with earthly care ; 


3 * But I saw their faces brighten, 


As they heard of the glory there. 


And some whose hearts were aching 
- For friends that had lately gone, 


'- Saw the damp cold graye no longer, 
But their loved ones before the throne. 


_ A hymn of praise; the ‘‘ blessing,” 
- Then kind farewells were said. 


_ The Master himself had been present 


And his people had all been fed. 


An hour in the manse just yonder, 
How Id longed for it many a day, 

But no one had seen my coming 

_ So no one bade me stay.— 


But the sun had set, and darkness 
Was creeping o’er all the land, 

And weary men turned homeward, 
For the night was just at hand. 


This day, for rest appointed, 
Since ever the world began. 
Brought nothing but toil for China, 
No Sabbath in Honan. 


Before me lay the city, 
Yet dimly I see it’s walls 
And the noisy din comes softer 
As night’s slow curtain falls. 


Now to my ear comes stealing 

The sound of a temple bell, 
- Like the evening church-bells pealing, 
In the land we love so well. 


*Tis some poor suppliant seeking 
To make his yearnings known ; 

Oh! they pray, but in vain, in China, 
For they pray to wood and stone. 


From out of the darkness yonder 
Where the graves lie thickly spread, 

Comes the wail of a mother, mourning 
Her only son, now dead. 


Tor they love as we love in the Home-land, 
And affection is true and strong ; 

But they mourn for their dead in China, 
As mourners whose hope is gone. 


Then a messenger came to call me, 
To one who at noonday high 
Had taken a suicide’s poison, 
And was now at the point to die. 


We hurriedly sought the city 
And entered the open gate, 

The streets had still their wayfarers 
Though the hour was growing late. 


I saw the sick and} he palsied 
As they lay by the wayside there. 
And some with sores like Lazarus 
For whom none seemed to care. 


And I thought of the Great Physician, 
How the sick around Him lay ; 

But the Healer of China’s millions 
Had not yet come their way. 


We passed the dens where the gamblers 
With their cards and dice still played ; 
Down a narrow street and filthy 
Our quickening footsteps sped. 


Through a long and crooked alley, 
Past a broken temple wall ; 

Till we reached a gate that opened 
At my leader’s urgent call. 


We entered the courtyard crowded 
With the friends assembled there, 
And their faces looked wan and ghastly 
In the lamp’s low flickering glare. 


The women were silently weeping, 
And men with smothered groan 

Listened in vain for good tidings, 
The soul had already flown, 


And had entered the realm of shadows 
With its weary and sinful load ; 

Oh! they die without hope in China, 
For they die, and they know not God. 


’Twas the damp dark hour of midnight 
When [ sadly turned me home, 

And I wondered if soon in China 
The dawn of the Morn would come. 


T saw a band in the Home-land 

Of the young who would gladly go 
With the Bread of Life to China, 

But the Church of Christ says ‘‘no.”, 


SY ou must wait a few years longer 
Till we’ve laid up wealth in store, 

Tf they die without Christ in China, 
They but die as they’ve died before-” 


“<< We must see to it first that our children 
Have enough and to spare, of bread, 
And if crumbs remain on the table, 
May the dogs beneath be fed.” 
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LETTER FROM DR. LESLIE, HONAN. 
Ch’u Wang, Honan, China, 


Feb. 8th, 1898. 


Dear Mr. Scott: 

One piece of advice which has been much 
pressed on me is to keep my eyes and ears 
both wide open but to say very little. This 
I would like to act upon and will try and 
not commit myself to saying anything in 
this letter that I would wish to withdraw 
in later years. Being thcrefore limited as 
to what I shall write about I am led 10 
try and give the friends at home some idea 
of our outward circumstances and surround- 
ings. 

The town of Ch’u Wang is situated on the 
broad plain of northern China, the country 
bearing a strong resemblance to the (‘ana- 
dian North West, and producing abundance 
of wheat and a varied assortment o1 vege- 
tables. 

Roads cut their way through the fields in 
every direction regardless of trespassing on 
private property. As such a thing as a fence 
is unknown, travellers simply choose their 
own road. This soon becomes public by 
‘‘custom,’’ which is sufficient explanation to 
solve any difficulty in China. 

Some of these roads have been used so 
much, and for so long a time, that they 
wear a gulley about eight feet wide and as 
deep as six feet. These roads become rivu- 
lets in the rainy season, a deeper gulley is 
thus made and some man gets some new real 
estate at the expense of the road. If two 
carts meet in this gulley there is a deadlock 
until some arrangement is arrived at so that 
one man will drive his team up the side of 
the road with the help of everyone pushing 
from behind. 


One thing which would surprise a good 


many people is the entire absence of the 
cultivation of rice in this part of the coun- 
try, and it is considered too much of a _ lux- 
ury to be eaten as regular diet. 

You have all heard of the numbers of 
China’s millions, but one has to see them to 
get any conception of what such numbers 
mean. There is a constant stream passing 
between the different towns and villages, 
and to get alone in China would be a real 
dificulty. On every side of us the villages 
can be seen. Within sight of this town are 
at least twenty other centres of population 


RECORD. May 
and yet we are not in a densely populated 
region, for China. 

Ch’u Wang is an ordinary market town, 
with its mud and brick wall surrounding it. 
The streets are paved with mud. The side- 
walks are the middle of the road, and the 
great majority of the houses are built of 
mud. Without this commodity the country 
would be at an irreparable loss, for it seems 
to supply almost every need of the people 
except their diet. 

The chief point of interest in the town is 
the Mission Compound. This occupies 
about two acres of ground and is surround- 
ed with a mud wall seven or eight feet high. 
Entering the gate, the first building to draw 
attention is the chapel and dispensary, one 
opening into the other. The former would 
accommodate about 100 people, utilizing all 
the standing room, while the dispensary has 
been fittingly compared to a stable. 

Then there are the buildings for woman’s 
work, including the chapel, dispensary, and 
hospital buildings for resident patients. The 
missionaries’ houses, servants’ dwellings, 
and store rooms comprise the rest of tha 
buildings which go to make up our little 
community. Twenty souls, including the 
missionaries, make up the permanent popu- 
lation of the compound; but on special occa- 
sions, when patients are numerous, the num- 
ber runs up to over one hundred, who come. 
under the daily influence of the Gospel. 

And now let me tell you how each day is 
occupied. At eight o’clock in the morning 
our head gate keeper struts around the com- 
pound with an air of great importance, and 
bangs away at his gong to call the faithful 
to morning worship. Then they begin to 
gather, the men in one chapel, the women 
in their own. The leadership is taken by 
the missionaries, week about; and the first 
part of the service is occupied by the repeti- 
tion of some verse from memory by the dif- 
ferent ones present, the selection being from 
the lesson read. After this the passage is 
read and explained, the attention being re- 
tained by asking frequent questions, singing 
and prayer to complete the half hour, and 
then the day’s work begins. . 

The forenoon is occupied with surgical 
operations, preaching in the chapel to any 
who may gather from the street, or to the 
patients and their friends, and there is rare- — 
ly a congregation wanting. Then there is 
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that important phase of Christian service, 
the personal conversations held with indi- 
viduals, when the truth can be so _ thor- 
oughly adapted to the special needs of the 
person. 

In the afternoon, the dispensary is opened 
to the suifering ones, and this practical 
manifestation of Christian love is daily illus- 
trated in a way which no one can repudiate. 
At the same time the chapel is the scene of 
constant preaching and teaching, many pa- 
tients returning, aiter receiving treatment, 
to hear the Gospel; and thus the days go by 
and the seed is being constantly sown in the 
hearts of these people, who come from all 
directions and as far as 100 miles or more. 

On Sabbath, services are conducted by the 
missionaries in the morning and afternoon, 
and, in the evening, by the natives them- 
selves. On Wednesday, the weeknight prayer 
meeting is held. 

In addition to these we should mention 
that on Sabbath evening the missionaries 
hold a service among themselves, conducted 
in English; and on Saturday evening they 
meet, in conjunction with many missionar- 
ies throughout China, in our prayer and fel- 
lowship meeting—and truly our fellowship 
is with the Father and with His Son Jesus 
Christ. 

Would it not be possivle to get friends at 
home to join us on this day in supplication 
for China, that a great volume of prayer 
might rise to the Throne on this one day ? 

Before closing I must tell you of the joy 
which we had here on Sabbath, Jan. 30th, 
when six men were received into full com- 
munion with the Christian Church, on pro- 
fession of their faith in Christ. They had 
been on probation for one or more years 
and had given evidence by their lives, and by 
their knowledge of God’s word, that they 
should be numbered in the visible as well as 
the invisible Church. This day was one of 
great blessing to me. It was my first Chin- 
ese communion, the sacrament being observ- 
ed the same day as the baptismal service; 
and altogether about twenty sat down to 
the table of our Lord. 

- The strains of such hymns as ‘‘Jesus loves 
me,’’? and the dear old Communion air, 
“Twas on that night,’? made it possible for 
me to participate intelligently to that ex- 
tent at least. The brick floor and the bench- 
es without backs are not surroundings in 
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which I have been accustomed to observing 
this Feast, but rarely have I enjoyed one to 
a greater degree. These six additions to 
the membership of the Church are the fruits 
of some years of faithful service and con- 
tinued seed sowing, and are all the more 
precious because they represent such. 

There are twenty-five or thirty men living 
in the compound just now, who have come 
in from the surrounding country to spend 
ten days or two weeks in study at the 
‘Station class,’’ organized for this purpose; 
and it was from these that the new members 
were received. To-day seven more were add- 
ed to the list of catechumens and these in 
another year will be eligible for Church mem- 
bership if they continue in the faith and 
show themselves worthy at that time. 

There does seem to be a brighter outlook 
for the Kingdom of God in North Honan 
now than ever before, and we pray that 
God’s time to favor China and this little 
section of it may now be fully ripe. While 
nations are hovering over this land to 
grasp it for the selfish purpose of temporal 
possessions, may not the Church of Christ 
make a conquest of the whode land in the 
name of the King of Kings ? He has purchas- 
ed these millions with His own blood and 
now awaits us to enter in and possess the 
land—yea and ‘‘We are well able to over- 
come it.’’ 


LETTER FROM HONAN., 
By Rev. J. Griffiths. 
Chang Te Fu, Honan, 
14 January, 1898. 


SOf our trip;to, \Honan Iscannot) say 
much,’’ writes Mr. Griffiths, our latest ap- 
pointed missionary to that field, in a_ pri- 
vate letter to a friend. 

The Pacific was pretty rough. Sixteen of 
us on the ‘‘Empress of India’’ were mission- 
aries, and as soon as we became acquainted, 
we began meeting at ten o’clock every morn- 
ing, for prayer, study, and mutual helpful- 
ness. Our little conferences were very plea- 
sant and very profitable. 

In the matter of scenery, our own Rocky 
and Selkirk ranges, Fuji-yama, the Sacred 
Mountain of Japan, and the Japanese In- 
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land sea, were exceedingly attractive. One 
may consider it a rare privilege to see the 
British Columbia mountains, in all their ma- 
jestic grandeur, as we saw them during those 
' two days of beautiful autumn weather. They 
seemed to speak to the soul, and to lift 
one’s thoughts away from the things of 
earth the great God Himself, to whom they 
seemed to point. 


The Japanese Inland sea is one of the 
great sights of a trip around the world. 
Numberless islands, of every size, and moun- 
tainous shape, are so terraced and cultivat- 
ed as to make a most exquisite and roman- 
tic picture. During the warm hazy days of 
our voyage in that vicinity, the quaint lit- 
tle villages and towns, which nestle in 
every sheltered nook, seemed to enjoy a 
most ideal location. 


My first impressions of Chinese life were 
certainly vivid enough to be lasting. Of 
course in the Foreign settlements of Shang- 
hai and other coast ports one finds as fine 
buildings as the average at home, and more 
fashionable display than in the same class 
of society in the home-land. 

But one need not go far into native quar- 
ters to find, on every hand, wretchedness. 
Filth, degradation, and misery, are the 
rule. Even on the streets one sees these in 
forms which he never before pictured even 
in imagination. The wealthy Chinese mer- 
chant or official is to be found floating 
about in his bright colored silk garments, 
but underneath he is little better than the 
-coolie. In one look at the foreigner, he be- 


trays his ignorance, pride, conceit, and ar- 
rogance. 


The sights, sounds, and smells, of the nar- 
row filthy streets within the old walls of 
Shanghai or Tientsin, soon satiate one’s 
desire for such an experience. 

Our river trip of about 500 miles inland 
from Tientsin, was made in a flat-bottomed 
house-boat, drawn by ‘‘trackers,’’ walking 
along the bank, after the fashion of our old 
canal-horse, or mule. Two boats carried our- 
selves, our baggage, and considerable win- 
ter supplies for the mission. 

The winds were mostly eontrary, 
sometimes we did not move 20 miles 
day, perhaps less than half that as the crow 
flies, for the river is crooked to a proverb. 

It took us 23 days, (inclusive of Sundays, 


and 
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when we did not travel) to reach Ch’u 
Wang, our first station in the river. 
I immediately came over here, 30 miles to 


Chang te Fu, upon invitation from Mr, and 
Mrs. Goforth, while Mr. Mackenzie and Dr- 


Leslie remained in Ch’u Wang. Since that 
time Presbytery has met and so station- 
ed us for the present. 

Since my arrival here the Chinese literary 
examinations for this district have been 
held here in Chang te, which is a city of 
about 100,000 peopie. About 2,000 students 
were writing. They were here for a couple 
of weeks, and the foreigners and their sur- 
roundings brought: hundreds of them to our 
compound. 

They came in companies of from 20 to 50, 
and Mr. Goforth’s new house was the chief 
centre of attraction. J helped Mr. Goforth 
manage the crowds, which were usually ta- 
ken through cellar, kitchen, dining room, 
and my bedroom. 

They were always shown the first named 
place, because it is a great curiosity to a 
Chinaman, and because we are commonly re- 
ported to use it for storing away little 
children in order to make medicine of their 
eyes. 

One day when they got into the cellar, 
Mr. Goforth turned and said, ‘‘This is where 
we are said to salt down the babies.’’ I[n- 
stantly one fellow sprang for the door. The - 
others, however, saw the joke and the ab- 
surdity of the false stories, and had a good 
laugh at their companion’s expense. 

The kitchen stove, so different from their 
wretched fire places from which smoke an@ 
coal gas fill the room, is a great curiosity. 
So also are the organ, the sewing machine, 
and many other things. 

Mr. Goforth usually ended up by giving 
them a talk in his study, in which, fr 
maps, and astronomical charts, 
them some 


from 
he gave 
idea of the world and of the 
wonders of the solar system. In this way he 
made them see and acknowledge the useless- 
ness and powerlessness of their wretched 
idols, and led their minds up to the great 
God who made and rules the universe, 
who asks our love and service. : 
This kindly treatment of the students is 
very productive of good. It is the only way 
in which many of them can be brought to 
listen to the Gospel. They-are as proud as 
Lucifer, and often form one of the greatest — 


and 
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hindrances to the progress of the Gospel in 
‘China. They think they know everything 
worth knowing, but a walk about here, and 
a talk such as’ Mr. Goforth’s, in which 
everything is used as a means of leading 
their minds up to the great Creator and 
Governor of the universe, usually send them 
away more conscious of thei: ignorance, and 
therefore more humble and thoughtful. 

Not only so, but such friendly  treat- 
ment is one of the most powerful means of 
breaking down opposition to us through 
the country, and of ending belief in the false 
stories so widely current at present. These 
students are leaders in their towns and vill- 
ages, and the hostility or friendliness of a 
community often depends-upon them. They 
also form the only class from which Chinese 
officials are drawn, and our friendliness may 
in some cases be deciding that a future 
powerful official is to be favorable to the 
Gospel and to the foreigners. 


THE EXCHANGE. 


This Mss. paper, from the Honan Mission 
field, has just arrived, and except one or two 
items, we copy it wholesale. 


Hsin Chen, Honan, China, 
Rebs ist, 398. 


We owe an apology to the youngest Miss 
Goforth, for publishing last issue a few 
hours too soon to announce her arrival, on 
the morning of January 1st 


The appearance of the sun as we caught 
sight of it between the clouds during tke 
eclipse on Chinese New Year, was in sbape 
like that of a crescent moon, 1st quarter. 
The weather was too cloudy for :1any to 
notice it, but a few of our towns people saw 
Sol’s danger and did their best with gun, 
gong, cymbal, and drum to _ rescue him. 
They, however, would have to wait till 
morning to judge of the success of their 
labor. 


Our landlord is bewailing the probable 
dissolution of his beloved country. .A rum- 
or has reached the natives here that the Em- 
-peror is to retire to Mongolia, the Empress 
Dowager to Thibet, 
Nanking, leaving the northern provinces to 
the rapacious foreigners. Good news has ar- 
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rived from Dr. Malcolm of the success of his 
operation for appendicitis, and we shall 
hope for a speedy return. 


The report of woman’s work at Ch’u 
Wang is brief, but indicates faithful daily 
work, in teaching women and girls from the 
town, five being recorded as catechumens. 
There is a station class of women from other 
towns, three new names being recorded. 
There is active work in visiting homes in 
the town and surrounding villages. One wo- 
man, Mrs. Chang, was baptised, the first 
fruits of the class of Ch’u Wang women. 


During January there were 559 treatments 
in the dispensary here. 


For nearly two years a row with Mas 
Hwan Chang, our most rabid enemy of the 
baser sort, might be looked for, about 
monthly. Last fall he started a cook-shop 
to make his living off the dispensary pati- 
ents, but a scalded foot made him one of 
them. JLately, in preparing for the New 
Year, he had the point of his finger bitten 
off by a pig, bringing him again, as a meek 
man, to the dispensary, and last Sunday to 
service. While looking,for yet better things, 
the absence of quarrels is very acceptable. 


We have at present a station class of seven 
staying with us. Last mail from Ch’u 
Wang told of a class of 25, with prospect of 
more. 


Our local church has been trying to ease 
the distress of poor people during New Year, 
closing of shops by giving a bowl of millet 
gruel to needy applicants at dawn each day. 

We yesterday accepted an invitation to a 
New Year feast. By one hour beyond our 
regular dinner time we had developed a 
goodly appetite. One wishes he could 
know beforehand the number of courses to 
a Chinese feast that he might regulate his 
eating. 


Boy :—‘‘Can one kill rats ?’’ 

Missionary :—‘‘For weeks I’ve been trying 
nightly to do so, but I can’t with a buteher 
knife.’”’ 

Boy :—‘‘But is it a sin to kill a rat ?” 

Missionary :—‘‘No.’’ 

Boy :—‘‘I’ve got one in the millet barrel, 
but was afraid to kill it for fear of sin- 
ning.’? (After Buddhist idea.) 
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— Poung: People’s Soctettes. 


THE ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE'S 
ORCS LUD Ya 


‘PLAN 


Conducted by Rev. *R. D. Fraser, Convener. 
The Monthly Tapics of the Plan of Study 
for 1898 bear the general title, ‘‘Some 
Books, Fields, and Men,’’ and are so ar- 
ranged as to be adapted to the various 
sorts of Young People’s Societies. They are 
set down for the second weekly meeting of 
each month, and the Topic is treated in the 
Record of the month preceding, in orde1 
that Societies may have the materials fo1 
the meeting on hand well in advance. 
Topic for the week beginning June 12th. 


WHAT THE SCHOOL HAS DONE FOR OUR 
FRENCH WORK. 


LITERATURE. 


Report of the French Canadian Missionary 
Society for 1881. 

Reports of the Board of French Evangeliza- 
tion. 

Report of the Census of Canada, 1891. 

The Presbyterian Record for Nov. 1897, and 
January and April, 1898. 

A Concise History of French Canadian Pro- 
testantism, by Prof. John Campbell, L.L.D. 

The Pointe aux Trembles Mission Schools, 
by Rev. J. J. Bourgoin. 

A Memoir of Madame Feller. py Rev. J. M. 
Cramp, D.D. 

Your Heritage, by Rev. C. E, Amaron, D.D. 


POINTS FOR THE PROGRAMME, 


Popular Education Fifty Years Ago in Low- 
er Canada. 

Pioneer Missionary Teachers. 

The Bible, A Text Book in the School. 

The Religious Training of the Young. 

The Influence of the Mission Schools on 
Popular Education. 

A Native Ministry. 


PARAGRAPHS, 


“The Children whom Protestantism is 
educating in Canada are the advance guard 
of a host who will yet give the whole Do- 
minion the inestimable blessings of an open 
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bible. The star of hope for Roman Catholic 
populations hangs over the (Protestant 
schoolhouse.’’—Rev. Joseph Cook. 


‘*Kducation—a general education by which 
the people shall be able to know what is 
going on, and shall be taught more and 
more to do their own thinking, is necessary 
in order that they shall maintain their right 
co. . ed Why even relncione. 9.37. ee 
be ministered to by education. The very 
Word of God needs to be written, and it 
needs to be read, and so even as a means of 
cultivating the true spirit of religion we 
must include education.’’ — The Public 
Schools, by Father McGlynn. 


“The best ordered and administered state 
is that in which the few are well educated 
and the many are trained to be obedient 
and willing to be directed, are content to 
follow and do not aspire to ve leaders.’’— 
The Catholic World. 


An interesting service was held in the 
chapel of the Mission Schools at Pointe-aux- 
Trembles on Sabbath, 27 March. It was the 
second Communion during the session. Dr. 
Coussirat, of the Presbyterian College, Mo1 t- 
real, preached on the parable of the Piodi- 
gal Son. 

After the sermon, the names of the new 
communicants were called, and seventeen 
young people—ten boys and seven girls— 
rose to take upon themselves the solemn 
vows of love and service. Of this number, 
thirteen came out from the Church of Rome, 
and, wishing to show that they rejected her 
erroneous teachings, and desired to begin a 
new life of faith in Christ alone, they — re- 
ceived the sacrament of baptism et the 
hands of their Principal, Rev. J. Bourgoin. 

The whole service was a very impressive 
one, and fervent prayers were offered to the 
God who had led these young people to the 
truth, that He would perfect the work be- 
gun in them, and keep them faithful. 


WHAT THE SCHOOL HAS DONE IN OUR 
FRENCH WORK. 


Last Record contained an excellent article 
on the Pointe-aux-Trembles schools, by Rev. 
S. Rondeau, a French missionary in Mont- 
real; himself the son of a convert from Ro- 
manism. The following, on the special Topic 
for June, is from the same able pen.—Ed. 

Missionary labors among the Roman Ca- 


' tholics of Quebec began as early as 1815. 


But sustained, organized, efforts only date 
back to the year 1834. In 1839 the French 
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Canadian Missionary Society was formed 
and a number of missionaries were brought 
out from France and Switzerland to labor 
under the direction of this Society. 

The majority of these pioneers were lay- 
men, and they were sent out as Colporteurs 
to distribute the Word of God throughout 
the Province. 

Among the many hindrances which met 
their efforts, one of the greatest was the 
illiteracy of the people. The bulk of the 
country people could not read. They were 
unable to search the Scriptures to find out 
for themselves ‘‘whether these things were 
so.”’ 

It was partly to remove this obstacle that 
Madame Feller opened a school at Grande 
Ligne, that Madame Amaron began mission- 
school work at Belle Riviere, and Madame 
Tarper started a school for girls in Mont- 
real. These two latter schools were after- 
wards removed to Pointe-aux-Trembles, 
where the work has been carried on with 
increasing vigor up to the present time. 

These schools have contributed in no small 
degree to dispel the ignorance of the mass- 
es. They have done this, not by educating 
a large percentage of the population, but by 
giving an object lesson on the subject of 
education and by stimulating the zeal of 
many for intellectual pursuits. 

When a Pointe-aux-Trembles boy, having 
accomplished the unheard of feat of learn- 
ing to read and write intelligibly during a 
session of six months, returns to his native 
parish, he is looked upon as an intellectual 
giant by his former companions. His par- 
ents show him off as a prodigy. They 
gather the neighbors to see and hear Bap- 
tiste come home from school. 

Baptiste is asked to read, to recite the 
pieces he has committed to memory, to sing 
the beautiful French hymns which he has 
learned. He acquits himself creditably. The 
neighbors gape in genuine astonishment at 
this wonder. They probably never heard 
the like before. They say: [Il est bien sa- 
vant. And the consequence is that they 
either resolve to send their own children to 
Pointe-aux-Trembles, or else to see to the 
improvement of their own local schools, that 
their children may no longer lose three or 
four years in a vain attempt to learn some- 
thing. 

There can be no doubt that our schools 
have done much to open the eyes of French 
Canadians to the inefficiency of their own 
schools. The agitation which has been go- 
ing on for some time to secure the reforma- 
tion of primary education in Quebec, owes 
more to our own endeavors in the field of 
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education, than some people are willing to 
acknowledge. 

AS an auxiliary of the work of French 
Evangelization, our mission schools are 
simply invaluable. But they are more than 
an auxiliary; they are themselves the most 
satisfactory branch of our missionary work. 
They do a work of evangelization which for 
thoroughness, cannot be surpassed. 

This is owing to the fact that they take 
boys and girls from unhealthy surroundings 
and place them in an altogether new atmos- 
phere charged with deep Christian senti- 
ment, These surroundings are so new, s0 
unlike those to which these young people 
have been accustomed, that deep impres- 
sions are made on their minds and hearts. 

A former pupil, who went to Pointe-aux- 
Trembles as a Roman Catholic, thus de- 
scribes his first impressions on the evening 
of his arrival] at the schools. 

“The Principal conducted family worship 
with us. He spoke to God as if he had 
been speaking to his own father. He pre- 
sented us to Him as His children and to 
Jesus as His brothers. We felt that we were 
brought into new relationships with the 
Family of Heaven. The Principal prayed 
for each one of us and for our parents from 
whom we had so lately parted. I never for- 
got that prayer! And then the singing ! In 
French ! We understood every word and it 
was so beautiful ! I said to myself: If 1 
could only learn to sing like that !”’ 

This boy became a convert, and so did his 
brothers, one of whom became, later, Prin- 
cipal of the schools and the other is at pre- 
sent a Professor in a United States Univer- 
sity, whilst the boy who wished ‘“‘he could 
sing like that’’ is a successful business man 


-in a large city and has had his wish fulfilled 


for he can sing better than many. 

That such results are possible is owing to 
the peculiarly favorable conditions under 
which the work of our schools is carried on 
and the materials on which they work; boys 
and girls at an age when impressions are 
deep and lasting, away from evil influences, 
in a thoroughly Christian home and for a 
period of at least six months at a time. 
Given such conditions and blessed results 
follow. 

The wise man of old said: Train up a 
child in the way he should go; and when he 
is old, he will not depart from it. This, 
spoken of religious home-training, has been 
found equally true with respect to the train- 
ing of the young in our miss‘on schools. 
Those who have been taught there never for- 
get this early training. 

The transformation whicn they undergo is 
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not only permanent, it is radical. That is 
the hopeful character of missionary endeay- 
ors among the young. Old people may come 
under the power of grace and experience a 
change of heart. But the putting away of 
all their former habits of thought and of life 
is often a slow and painful process. 

Father Chiniquy has aptly said of the con- 
version of old priests to the Protestant 
faith: Wash a fish-barrel as much as you 
- may, it will always smell of fish. This 

doubtless applies to many converts from Ro- 

manism, who have come into the kingdom 
of truth at the eleventh hour. But this can- 
not be said of the children who are brought 
early under Christian influences in our 
schools. Their transformation is sc thor- 
ough that there is not the least smell of 

‘fish’? about them. 

Our Pointe-aux-Trembles schools have, 
_ Since their foundation, given an opportunity 

of securing a sound elementary education to 
about five thousand young people. Of these, 
sixty have become ministers, one hundred 
missionaries and teachers, forty-two doctors 
and druggists, and several others have be- 
come lawyers and journalists, inventors and 
artists. The others have returned to their 
homes to engage in farming or other call- 
ings. They have settled down; they have 
married and brought up their families ‘‘in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord.’’ 
So that the Christian influence of these 
schools during the last fifty years must have 
reached many thousands of souls. So much 
for what the school has done as a branch of 
our French work. 

As an auxiliary of the other branches of 

our work, colportage and evangelization by 


preaching, our schools have been invalu- 
able. 
They have given by actual count 160 


ministers, evangelists and teachers to the 
work of French evangelization. Not that 
they have fully equipped these workers. This 
fuller equipment has been done in our Theo- 
logical Halls and in the Normal school. But 
they have picked out the likely subjects; 
they have fired them with the enthusiasm 
needed for higher studies and they have re- 
ceived their first promise of consecration to 
missionary service among their fellow-coun- 
trymen. 

For many years missionaries had to _ be 
brought out from Europe, the supply of na- 
tive workers being insufficient. But this is 
no longer so. Thanks to our schools, and 
the French Department in the Montreal 
Presbyterian Co'lege, the Board of French 
Evangelization has been able for years past 
to carry out the common-sense policy that 
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French Canadians should be evangelized by 
French Canadians, 

The training schools at Pointe-aux-Trem- 
bles have also made it possible to open 25 
mission day-schools throughout the pro- 
vince, which had last year an aggregate at- 
tendance of over 800 pupils. 

The teachers of these schools are mostly 
young women from Pointe-aux-Trembles. 
Some of them hold diplomas from the Nor- 
mal School, so that they are qualified both 
intellectually and spiritually for the work 


to which they devote themselves. They 
bring into their schools the methods, the 
discipline, the principles and the spirit 


which preside over the life of Pointe-aux- 
Trembles. There is therefore a vital link 
tween these schoois and the central training 
schools. 

They have proved most helpful to theework 
of the pastors in whose fields they are situ- 
ated, not only as an educational agency, 
but aS a means of giving an entrance into 
many homes for the preaching of the Gos- 
pel. 

Besides the 160 who have consecrated 
themselves to the evangelization of their fel- 
low-countrymen, it may be said that hund- 
reds of others have, unofficially, rendered 
Similar services. The school has been a nur- 
sery. Missionaries have sent young plants 
there for grafting and for further growth. 
Then they have been returned for transplant- 
ation in a hundred different localities. 

Wherever these young people have gone, 
they have become missionaries to their own 
people. As many a child, through some 
simple word, has been used of God for the 
conversion of a godless parent, so_ these 
young boys and girls have often been the 
means of evangelizing their parents, their 
relatives, and their neighbors. In some lo- 
calities, the. presence of a former pupil of 
Pointe-aux-Trembles has given an opportun- 
ity to hold cottage meetings and to open a 
preaching station. For as_ the Principal 
once said: ‘‘Wherever in this Province, one 
of them has been settled for some time, there 
are to be found a few souls who read the 
Bible.’’ 

In view of all these facts there can be no 
doubt that the School has done much for 
our French work. It has been a powerful 
factor in the up-raising of the people. Wher- 
ever Protestantism has gone, it has secured 
the intellectual emancipation of the people. 
It has built a school-house near every 
church. That is where the school-house 
ought to be. That is where our Church puts 
it in her work of French Evangelization. 
May it continue to stay there ! 


1898 


Church Wotes and Wotices. 


The Synod o:1 B. C. will mee. in St. An- 
drew’s Ch., Victoria, 4 May, 8 p.m. 


The Synod of Montreal and Ottawa will 
meet in the First Ch., Brockville, on the sec- 
ond Monday in May, 8 p.m. 

The Synod of Toronto and Kingston will 
meet in Coburg, 9 May, at 8 p.m., for con- 
ference; and 10 May, 8 p.m., for business. 


INDUCTIONS. 


At St. Columba Ch., E. River, Pictou, N.S., 
Mr. John Mackintosh, called from Gore and 
Kennetcook. 

At Laguerre and Port Lewis, 23 March, 
Mr. Donald Stewart, called from Dunbar, 
Ont. 

At Erskine Ch., Claremont, Ont. Mri W. 
B. Findlay. 

At Milverton, 81 March, Mr. David Ander- 
son, late of Guelph 

At Wolseley, Regina Pres., to be inducted 
16 May, Mr.-J::-G. McKechnie. 

At Knox Ch., Galt, Mr. R. G. Knowles, 
called from Stewarton, Ottawa. 

At. St. Andrew’s Ch., Hillsbury, Mr. J. J. 
Elliott, called from Midland. 

At Wallace, N.S., to be inducted 3 May, 
Mr. D. A. Frame. 


At Claremont, Whitby Pres., Mr. W. B. 

Findlay. 
RESIGNATIONS 

Of Walkerton, Bruce Pres., 15 March, Mr. 
D. Guthrie. 

Of King. St. Ch., London, Mr. Thomas 
Wilson. 

Of Dublin Shore, N.S., Mr. Henry Craw- 
ford. 

Of Moosomin, Regina Pres., 30 April, Mr. 
J. A. Reddon. 

Of Queenside and Ravenshaw, Mr. R. J. 
Sturgeon. 


Of First Ch., Lachute, after a pastorate of 
forty years, Mr. J. Mackie. 
Of Summertown, Ont.. Mr. N. T. C. Mac- 


kay. 
Of Chatsworth, Owen Sd.. Pres., Mr. 
Thompson. 
Of Warkworth, Peterboro Pres., Mr. Suth- 
erland. 
OBITUARY. 


Rev. John Jenkins, of an honored English 
Methodist family, went to India as a mis- 
sionary in 1837, more than half a century 
ago. In 1842 his health compelled return. 
For two years he was pastor of an English 
congregation at Malta, and in 1847 came to 
Canada, when he was appointed to the St. 
James Street Methodist Church, Montreal. 
In 1853 he went to Philadelphia, and for 
‘ten years was pastor of the church to which 
Rev. Albert Barnes once ministered. In 1863 
he returned to Canada, and in 1865 accepted 
a call to St. Paul’s Church, Montreal, where 
he labored for 16 years, until his retire- 
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ment in 1881. Since that time he has re- 
sided in London, England, where on the 
1ith of April he fell asleep at the good old 
age af 85 years. 


PRESBYTERY MEETINGS. 
Synod of the Maritime Provinces. 


. Sydney, Syuney, St. A., 28 June. 

. Inverness, Whycomagh, 24 May, 11 a.m. 
P.E.I., Charlottetown. 

Pictou, New Glasgow, 3 May, 1 p.m. 

- Wallace, Wallace, 3 May, 10.30 a.m. 

. Truro, Shubenacadie, 10 May, 1.30 p.m. 
Halifax, 

Lun. Yar., Mahone By, 2 Jun, 10.30 a.m 
St. John, St. John, 1 Tu. July. 

. Miramichi. 


e 
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Synod of Montreal and Ottawa. 


. Quebec, Sherbrooke, 19 April. 

- Montreal, Mon., 28 June, 10 a.m. 
molengcarry, Alexandria; 12) Jy; 11 a.m. 
. Ottawa, Ota., Bank St., 3 May, 10 a.m 
. Lamark, etc., Carleton Pl., 17 May. 

- Brockville, Morrisburg, 12 July. 
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Synod of Toronto and Kingston. 


. Kingston, Belleville, St. A. 5 Jy, 2 p.m. 
. Peterboro, Campbellford, 1 Tu Jy, 8 p.m 
. Whitby, Whitby, 15 April, 10 a.m. 

. Lindsay, Beaverton, 28 Jun, 11.30 a.m. 
ae LOTOMtO me Oran Is hOxe Blot Ucn OV. ba O.. 

. Orangeville, Orngvl, 3 May. 

. Barrie, Barrie. 31 May. 

. Algoma, 

- Owen Sound, O.Sd., 28 June, 10 a.m. 
. Saugeen, Hoorsfield, 12 July, 10 e¢.m. 

. Guelph, a 


Synod of Hami:ton and London. 


. Ham., Ham., Knox, 17 May. 

. Paris, Ingersoll, 12 July, 11 a.m. 

. London, 

. Chatham, Blenheim, 13 July, 11 a.m. 
. Stratford, 

. Huron. Clinton, 10 May, 10.30 a.m. 

. Maitland, Wingham, 17 May, 10 a.m. 
. Bruce, Southampton, 12 July, 5 p.m. 

86. Sarnia, Sarnia, 12 July, 11 a.m. 


Synod of Manitoba and the North-West. 


837. Superior, Rat Portage, Sep. 

88. Win., Man. Col., 2 Tu. May, bi-mo. 
89. Rock Lake, 11 July. 

40, Glenboro, Holland, 12 July, 3 p.m. 
41. Portage, 

42. Brandon, 

43. Minnedosa, 

44. Melita, Oxbow, 5 July. 

45, Regina, Round Lake, 20 July, 9 a.m. 
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Synod of British Columbia. 


48. Kamloops, Nelson, 7 Sept., 10 a.m. 
46. Calgary. 

47. Edmonton, S. Ed., 6 Sept., 10 a.m. 
49, Westminster, 

50. Victoria. 
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Life and Work. 


JAMES WORLDLY’S SURPLUS MONEY. 


James Worldly, ‘‘an earnest Christian young 
man,” thus spent his surplus in September : 
* 


Sept. 2, Tobacco.......0. seeceseerseeeceees $ 10 
a TstelOe Clean jeeteaeeee st: a ie oy 20 
a 8, Cigars......ceccsessscereerseeteceee 25 
«© 13, Box fine candy...-.20.2 -...3.: 1 25 
<¢ 19, Meerschaum pipe....... .....+. 1 50 
- DOP Battle Axe jeccaesstascescencenee 25 
cc 26, Party costume...............0+0. 5 00 
rs 99 #TiGe Great taisesss sees wth coop es 40 
- 30) GOs SWADCr I Geiser: sece-esenseh 15 

Otel ieitt oaassae es oreo agen $9 10 

Sept. 2, Sunday-school...... Pebsae skank .$ 05 
os OLGhorehc.sess saad-etevesacoreets 10 
ee LG, Veh arch way eies eekeenes stereos d 05 
«¢ 23, Sunday-school and church... 10 
iS SOS Churchr. tt tree cecosnast noccte sees ne 10 

Totalieeasits sir s-n tae sles 40 


His church is in debt and the pastor’s salary 
unpaid. The pastor could not pay his grocery 
bill, and had to borrow a dollar to get medicine 
for his child. Hereafter, when I hear James talk 
about his love for Jesus and the church I will 
remember the above account, and will know that 
he loves himself twenty-two times as much as ne 
loves Jesus.—Christian Guide. 


NO DIFFERENCE. 


How often men say, ‘‘ Oh, it makes no differ- 
ence what a man believes, just so he is sincere.” 

Let us see. A family was poisoned last week, 
by eating toadstools, which they sincerely believ- 
edto be mushrooms. Three ofthemdied. Did it 
make no difference ? 

A man endorsed a note for a friend whom he 
sincerely believed to be an honest man. He was 
a scoundrel and left him to pay the debt. Did it 
make no difference ? 

A traveller takes the wrong train, going north, 
sincerely believing it to be the southern train. 
Will it make no difference? Will he bring up at 
the south all the same ? 

Ifa man sincerely believes a certain thing, while 
the truth about it is entirely different, will this 
sincere belief make it all right ? 

The truth is, this popular saying is a lie, and a 
very transparent one at that. If a man is sin- 
cere he will take pains to know the truth. For 
where facts are concerned, ali the thinking in the 
world will not changethem. A toadstool remains 
a toadstool no matter what we might think about 
it. — Covenant. 
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In accomplishing your day’s work, you have 
simply to take one step ata time. To take that 
step wisely is all that you need to think about. 
If I am climbing a mountain, to look down may 
make me dizzy ; to look too far up may make me 
tired and discouraged. 

Take no anxious thought for the morrow. 
Sufficient for the day—yes, and for each hour in 
the day—is the toil or trial thereof. There is not 
a child of God in this world who is strong enough 
to stand the strain of to-day’s duties and all the 
load of to-morrow’s anxieties piled upon the top 
of them. Paul himself would have broken down 
if he had attempted the experiment. We havea 
perfect right to ask our Heavenly Father for 
strength equal to the day ; but we have no right 
to ask Him for one extra ounce of strength for 
anything beyond it. When the morrow comes 
grace will come sufficient for its tasks or for its 
troubles. 


Let me be strong in word and deed, 
Just for to-day ! 
Lord, for to-morrow and its need, 
I must not pray. 
—Cuyler. 


THE PLACE FOR THE BIBLE. 


Give the Bible its rightful place in your home. 
Let it not be crowded out by the magazine, the 
newspaper, or the novel. The standard author is 
a poor substitute for God’s Word. Countenance 
no teaching or custom that would treat it as if it 
were of subordinate or secondary importance ; 
but let it be first and last in your affection and 
interest. It is needful for instruction, for counsel, 
for reproof, for comfort, for direction, and for 
spiritual culture and refreshment. It is the best 
of books for parents as well as for children. Let 
it, then, be read, reverenced and obeyed. Prize 
it above rubies. Show your love for it and appre- 
ciation of it at ali times and under all circum- 
stances.— Phil. Pres. 


WHERE NEUTRALITY IS SIN. 


A non-committal attitude towards vital moral 
issues is a great menace to society. We are ac- 
customed to call those who wear the convict’s 
stripes, or who should, the ‘‘dangerous classes.” 
But there is not a sufficient number of these to 
imperil society, were it not for that much larger 
class who are indifferent to moral evil because 
they have never been convicted of anything good 
or bad. Their non-interference counts them on 
the side of evils-doers in any effort of society to 
suppress evil.—S. S. Times. 
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HOW.TO BE HAPPY, 


*‘God intended us to behappy, but in a rational 
way. He means us to get the purest, the bright- 
est, and the best out of life, but this requires the 
exercise of a wise judgment and careful considera- 
tion. Regard must be had to the higher, and 
not to the lower, part of our nature. Amuse- 
ments have their place, but they must not be 
allowed to chill spirituality, or to weaken respect 
and love for God’s Word, or to hinder communion 
with Christ, or to dull the edge of conscience, or 
to interfere with Christian work, or to keep us 
away from the closet, the prayer meeting and the 
house of God. Whenever earthly enjoyment 
gains such a hold over us as to conflict with our 
highest spiritual welfare, which justly demands 
our supreme attention, it becomes a source of 
injury and danger, and is to be severely let alone.” 


CONTENTEDLY UNSATISFIED. 


“Contentment is aduty. Satisfaction is not. 
Contentment is being contained within the limits, 
or sphere, God sets for us. Satisfaction is having 
a sense of such fulness that we have no desire for 
more, nor for farther progress. He who is con- 
tented ought not to be satisfied. 

Says Robertson of Brighton, ‘‘ Whoever is 
satisfied with what he does, has reached his cul- 
minating point—he will progress no more. Man’s 
destiny is not to be dissatisfied, but forever un- 
satisfied.” 

Paul says, ‘‘ I have learned, in whatever state I 
am, therein to be content,”—or contained. Yet 
he also says, almost in the same breath, ‘‘I count 
not myself to have apprehended ; but one thing I 
do, forgetting the things which are behind, and 
stretching forward to the things which are before, 
I press on.” 

Let us, therefore, like Paul, be always con- 
tentedly unsatisfied—pressing on.-— S. S. Times. 


FOR YOUNG PREACHERS. 


One of the ablest and brightest news- 
paper manin Kansas is a cnurch-goer and 
a great friend of ministers. He was spend- 
ing a Sunday in Western Kansas and 
attended the Methodist church. When 
the young minister took his place in the 
pulpit the editor was quite pleased with 
his appearance and said to himself. ‘‘ Now 
for a good sermon.”’ 

The first sentence of the discourse was, 

-“ Herbert Spencer says,’’? etc. Our news- 
paper friend said that the preacher im- 
mediately collapsed in his estimation, for 
he came to hear what Jesus Christ said and 
not a skeptical philosopher. Moral to 
preachers: Tell of Jesus ; not of Spencer 
and others of the same sort.— Selected. 
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AN ARCHBISHOP ON PREACHING. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury made 
some very sensible remarks with reference 
to the study of the clergy, and the mater- 
ials of their preaching and teaching, at the 
annual meeting, at Lambeth Palace, of the 
Conference of the Diocese of Canterbury. 
He said there was really only one thing 
which would give life to their preaching 
and teaching, and thai was to be perpetu- 
ally studying. They had to preach from 
the Word of God, and they must goon 
studying that Word. They should never 
think that they knew any part of it really 
well enough to preach from it without 
very careful previous thought. 

He had listened to sermons over and 
over again to which no exception could 
possibly be taken. They were perfectly 
sonnd in doctrine and very clear, and 
altogether it might be said that they were 
very fair sermons, but, somehow or other, 
he could not exactly tell how, the impres- 
sion created was that the words no longer 
meant, to the man who uttered them, 
what they did twenty years before. He 
said them then from his heart, but he had 
got himself so familiar with them that 
they no longer conveyed the same mean- 
ing to himself or to the people who heard 
them. A constant repetition of study, on 
the contrary, renewed the man’s intellect- 
ual forces, and gave the freshness with 
which he should clothe his thoughts.—Sel 


HOW TO PREACH. 


Take care of your English. Teach, ex- 
plain, persuade. Let every sermon have 
its nails, and drive them in; each class of 
hearers their share, so that none need go 
away empty. Nothing is so little to be 
taken for granted, even in what may be 
called an educated congregation, as that 
the people are accurately instructed in the 
truths of the gospel. While you think 
they follow you, often you are soaring 
miles above them. The hard but the es- 
sential thing is to know how to translate 
the ideas and terminology of theology into 
transparant and dignified English prose. 

Beware of words without thought, sub- 
stance without light orcolor, morals with- 
out dogma, your own word cramming out 
the Word of God. One idea in a sermon, 
if thoroughly explained, happily illustrat- 
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ed, and practically enforced, is quite 
enough for an ordinary congregation. To 
be listened to is the first thing ; therefore 
be interesting. To be understood is the 
second;sobe clear, Tobe useful is the 
third ; be practical. To be obeyed is the 
fourth; speak ‘“‘as the oracles of God.”’ 
We hear a good deal now about ‘‘ten- 
minute ’’? sermons, but really they are the 
hardest things possible, much harder even 
than catechising, and not one manina 
hundred can doit. If it is true that the 
world is growing tired of longer sermons, 
itis the preacher’s fault.—sishop Thorold. 


TOO BUSY: A MOTHER’S CONFESSION. 


‘‘Mother, mother,’’ cried little Willie, 
coming in upon me as I sat busily at work, 
‘T have lost my arrow in the grass and 
can’t find it.”?> Hewas ready to burst into 
tears at his mishap. 

‘‘Tam sorry, dear,’’? I said, as I went on 
with my work. 

“Won't you go and find it for me, 
mother ? ’? he asked, with a quivering lip, 
as he laid hold of my arm. 

‘‘Tam too busy, dear,’’ I replied. 
tell Jane to find it for you.” 

‘¢ Jane can’t find it,’? said the little fel- 
low, in a choking voice. 

‘Tell her to look again.’’ 

‘She has looked all over. Won’t you 
come, mother, and find it for me ? ” 

The tears were rolling down his face, but 
I was too busy embroidering a little linen 
sacque I was making for him, and. that 
seemed of more importance than the happi- 
ness of my child. 

‘‘There, there ! Dont be so foolish as to 
cry at the lossofan arrow. Iam ashamed 
of you. Go look for it yourself.”’ 

Willie went crying down stairs, and I 
heard himinthe yard untii my patience 
gave out. ‘‘Ellen,” I heard him’ say, 
“won't you make me an arrow? Here 
is a stick.”’ 

‘No indeed ; I have something else to do 
besides making arrows ”’ said cook.. 

I felt vexed at Ellen. She might have 
done it. IfI were not so busy I would 
make it myself, I thought ;and I sewed on 
as before. Willie’s heart was almost 
broken, but I was not in a mood to sym- 
pathize with him. The loss ofan arrow 
seemed a very trifling thing to me. 


ce Go 
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“ Willie,” I called out of the window, “‘ you 
must stop crying.”? 

‘‘T can’t find my arrow, and nobody will 
make me one.”? 

‘‘Go find something else to play with. 
Come, sir, you must stop crying. I won’t 
have the noise.”? 

‘‘T can’t find my arrow,’’ he said, with 
quivering lip. | 

‘* Well crying won’t find it. 
stairs.” 

Willie ascended to my room. ‘ Now, 
don’t let me hear one word more of this. 
Take better care of your arrow next time.”? 

There was no sympathy in my tones; for 


Come up 


-Ifelt none. Idid not think of his loss, but 


of the annoyance of his crying. The little 
fellow stifled his grief as best he could, and 
throwing himself on the floor, sighed and 
sobbed forsome minutes. Before long he 
fell asleep. 

How instantly do our feelings change 
towards a child when we find it is asleep. 
Tenderness comes in place of sterner emo- 
tions. I laid asideall my work, and, tak- 
ing Willie in my arms, laid him on my bed. 
Another deep sigh came from him as his 
head touched the pillow, and was echoed > 
in my heart. Poor child! the loss of the 
arrow was a great thing to him. I wish 
now that I had put away my work fora 
few minutes and made him a new one. 
What is a little time taken from my work 
to the happiness of my child? I wish ] 
could learn to think right at the right time. 
Dear little fellow, I stood for nearly five 
minutes over my sleeping child. 

When I turned away I did not resume my 
work, for I had no heart to work on the lit- 
tle garment. I went down to the garden and 
the first thing that caught my eyes was the 
arrow, partly hidden by a rose bush. So 
easily found! How much would a minute 
have saved given at the right time! We 
learn too late, and repent when repentance 
does noi avail. . ) 

The first notice I had of his being awake 
was his gratified exclamation at finding his 
lost arrow beside him. His grief was for- 
gotten. In afew minutes he was out shoot- 
ing his arrow again. But I could not for- 
get it. Iwas serious for many hours after- 
wards, for the consciousness of having 
done wrong, as well as having been the 
occasion of grief to my child, lay witha 
heavy pressure uponmy feelings-—Church 
Evangelist. 
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Woodville...... .236 75|Mrs.ARCreelman 1 |Trail-..-......... 2 ,MontCresrent.... 59 —_— 
Aylmer?) 0.5.0 38 |Penetanguishene. 4 |Tor. E .......... Dae RAICHIMONG Meter 5 AGED AND INFIRM 
Lecburn Un..... = etre Soe Pahang Mey! ae MecNab.... ao Mrs. R. Dunlop.. 1 MINISTERS’ Funp. 
eeburnk os. ieee THAN neo: F CTNPATISs detections Mont. Calvin..... 5 ° 
Pw 8h Yo ae 1 Hsquessing Bos. 5 Huntingdon. Lyrae 95 66 “se ss. 1 ) Collections, etc. 
Mrs. G Teileotte - 10 |\Bradford 27... /°. 3.75|\Winchester’ ..-.. ‘Loca Hinge leer ere Zan | RepOLLeG sce cer $5230 56 
Mrs. L. P. Wales 2 /|Rossburn........ 2 |Wingham...-.... 725|/Alvinston........ 1 |Grande Mere..... 1 
Blakeney....... 2 |Lun. Pleas. Val. 5 !Harriston, Kx... 260)W. Arron........ 2 (T. A. Dawes...... 50 


1898 tare Ros BYE R EAN @RECORD, 135 
Eng. Sett........ 5 |Richmond........ 3 |S. Ste. Marie...-. 9 mits West Bay .....+:- 2 
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S. Nissouri. ...... 6 |Dor. CollegeSt.... 8 |Rat Portage ..... 5 Quebec St Ay eke RMA Tigger ced 272 
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Magnetawan..... i COMA mmQUSHeC oO tAt Tate 50 |Cobourg,ss...... 50 
Mont. Crescent .130 |Crinan Argyle .. 15 |Morewood........ 15 |Campbellford .... 50 
Bible Soc. Peo ¢ 125 44| Rock wood........ 6 |Elora Knox....... 10 |Peterboro, St Pss 50 
N. Easthope.. ee Richmond ....... 5 - Cassese VLONte sper Rev J: 
Tor. Col. St. ss. Open Kent, bridges es 0 OOLMLOno Brewsene ane 5 Bourgoin...... 245 ° 
Chiselhurst.. . 272)Mont. Calvin.... 10 |Midland 13 19 Renfrew ....... 25 
Glammis. ....... 3.) |Fingal -....-...; Oat Strathelairae. 5 |uon. St. A.ss.... 50 
Brucefield Un-... 22. /Alvinston........ 3 90| Neepawa. . 5 |Mont St Matt., 'ss100 
Cedar Grove “poe Omen LW CoA LTA Meter. ne Vic.Chin. Mission 2 Que French Miss 2; 
Tor. St. John’s... 20 FilgHlills, Ind.sel. 3 |Cedarville........ 15 Mont Calvin, ss.. 50 
Hampstead....... 350/Oro Essen........ 5 |Belleville John. 906 Tor. East, ss..... 5 
T. M. Robertson. 2 Blythe tie fs 32 |Beq. A.C.,LeslieM120 |Charlottn, Zion. . 50 
Mt. Pleasant..... : Castleford........ 5 |Free.Ch. of Scot.. 0 69 Glace Bayon. 50 
Rodney. .....-:.. Geo. Hay......... OR [nherestascsccee: OTT 50 Rev. gabe Salem 950 
St. Mary’s Knox. 19 IRGyahiPhes one Gocoet 2 ——|St. James........ 2 
Ashburn ......... Stouffville........ 9 $19,918 14 N: Glasgow, Je nO 
hoe wen ad be.. “e Pres. Family. .... 150 alters oe Sees se 76 
on anley.. Kew Beach. ..... ruro, ISt...... 
Pr ngton., eae Boor Kern) Aves. ates POINT AUX TREMBLES. as FeesSaless6s 60 
resden 409 Beq.DavidAlex’drl00 |Reported...... 5,440 69 KingstonCookes,ss35 39 
N. Bruce, St- A... 2550|Bethesda..... .... Dee St: Cath. ifavins 0 | WDMeLaren .... 10 
PSIAINOTG:ceulsisisc « 3 |Tor. Bonar. ...... 4 |Galt, Central. _95 (Chatham. StMun 10 
pearboro, Kx.....25,) |St> Mary’s Ist..... 20° | ©, °°.) gai... 95 |Windsor, N.S, ce. 25 
SAGO UTSGscs ey. Gee OND SOM es cs ac. cleo CU UO, Oe. A. -»8S.. 50 St Elmo, ss ..... 10 
McIntosh. ...... 19 75 Woodford Pye ae 3 25|Hx.. Fort Massey 59 |MontStGabriel,ss 20 
Tait’s Corners. . 5 AVWOOU ern: 6 |Dalhousie, ss..... 23 
Mimico. = As Zephyr Dit tt ee cee 3 Elmsdale &ce.. 6 til) Total..... $9,533 00 
Claytonmrricesce: 3 |Lake Ainslie. .... 225/Great Village, ss. 12 
ee fe ee 8 Teena Scent H Saienee ae ce. 20 Pr 
ookstown....... 5 unenburg. ...... uelph, St. A.ss. 20 J. 
Mont. St. Matt... 50 |Springside........ 5 |Woodstock, Kx.. 50 Sty ae 
Harriston, Kx.ss. 5 |Charlottet’n Zion. 20 |Norval,ss........ 40 DENTS MISSIONARY 
eon Chale sassaks Te \|Eramboisea-.....- 12 |Mont. Cres.,ss .. 50 SOCIETY. 
Pannond al ae 5 |Hx. Cobourg Road 28 pide ead: Cements Soy 
. ste Marie ..... 5 |Rev. John Sal T190| Woodville...... > KO ev. P. Scott . 3 
Allenford........ 4 eee Nas em: 20 5 Mont. West, ss... 5 |Woodstock Kxs ss. 15 
BENE aciesiane 5 . (St John.St Davids 15 |lottenham ...... 3 a 
Cornwall Disciple 25 |Economy......... 1 50| Lachute Ist...... 2 5(|Dundas St.. aeaie wae 
Kinistino. 1. |Little Narrows... 6 |Brooklin......... 1668) *' Ce ws eee. 5 
Brooklin.......... 5 10|Mahone Bay...... 5 |L. Stewiack,ce.. 50 /Deserento ....... 9 65 
Jos. Begg......... 2 I Bedeaue. «i202... : 5 |Mont.,H.M.S... 25 |Tor. Bloory pea M4 75 
MBOge skeen secs QueuStatileyctscsite: 5 |PerRevJ Mathiew309 50\Clause........... 
South Pach 37 |St. John, West 5 75|Ham..St.Paul’s ss 50 |Tor. Col. Stce... 5 20, 
Lo Ce eam Egan Se iolids GEAs eos cardinal, ssh... 10 |St. Cath. Kxss. . 5 
North Bay . 5 |Prince Wm....... 10 |Barrie.ss........ 50 /Scarboro Kx 21 
PerMrM.S.Grady.268 80/St. James..-. .-. 1 |Morrisburg ...... 10 |Tor. St Johns... 20 
Mrs.W. Campbell. 0 50| Bast River. ...... 6 'Mont. Stanley ss. 50 |Tor. Col.Sthe..... 5 
D. H. Gilchrist... 0 30/Buctouche, ete.... 3 {Mont. Erskine... 50 |Scarboro, Kx..... 5 
Skipness... 256|Blue Mt .......- @~ |Lemple Hill...°.; 3 50\Lon. St. A. ss..... 10 
Mont. St. Mark’s. 5 Lawrencetown i 5 Holland Op Great ons 3 
Springville... 7 87 Fredericton. ...... 11 50/St Lam. Kings d. 22 reg 
GLOVE )5 ans oie ss 1 |Loch Lomond.... 10 |Bethany, Mass ,ss 25 
PeriChal ics <s: Si: 25 |\Alberton.... ....- T L Claflix. Mass., fe JEWISH MIssION. . 
N. Mornington... 20 |Grand River...... 3 70|Mont., W.M.S.. 
Ross & Cobden... 10 |Granville ........ 2 “ Stanley, ce ) a VE TTONds cna. 30 oH $ 10 
Jas. Fraser....... 3 lRed Bank.......: 5 |Athelstone, ce..+ 5 -|Mono,E.......... 2 
Mrs.E,Macfarland 5 |N. Glasgow, St.A. 5 Kenmore, ss.... - a 44 
Miami, Nelson... 4 /Cavendish........ HU. ea oe ee) 
Peatecetown Ae ue N. Sydney........ 16 ae Richmondss 6 
raigvale, etc.... COMIN sca ot BA Soe? 9 QIN... eee eee 
Camilla ss....... 2 (|St. Johns,Sta.... BO Tor Wmtster, ss. _50 InpIan FAMINE, 
osedale ........0. MeO athens taken ames JW Kilgour..... 10€ Mont. West ss.. $ 5 
Alameda. ....... 5 |Hampton... 150|Kincardine, Chal 1 (Chatham, Ist ss.. 16 
PerRev W RRoger 481 09| Bridgewater...... 5  |Mrs Brebner..... 5 
Rat Portage...... 10 |Five Islands...... 5 |T.M. Robertson.. 2 te 
Oren C8tils tas: 15 |Miss Burgess...... 1 |Mrs. A .S.Morton 50 
Tor. Cowan ave.. 30 |St. Croix, etc.... 1 |Otta.,St.P.,ss .. 5 S. S. CommirrTEx. 
Winn. St. A...... 40 |Ospringe.....°.... 250 a ywhe. 10 
ornby .........- om (Daltimore.... 603 5 |Farringdon, ss... 80 |wWoodland ss... ae 5 
ATMPTION sas4-s- >) to) | Pt. i: Kortane. «.<.5 E533 5 JO ROI SOE OGL ° |Harwich.. . 150 
Onondaga....... 1 |Belle Riviere...... One UINGSay5 SS ase Pay KOMI Web acs orion 5 
Markdaloses wee. fy Witoy sti (Old ly SoAga 7 |P trolea. ce. .... 25 |Win St. P. ss 5 1saly 
IWiestOlien css na 5 ehelburng See 5 St. Ste. Marie.. 4 |Peterboro St. P.ss 20 
Insurance vootteee 5 abhcotenses sin PI SOMACEOL AS wasters | 25 Renfrew......... 5 
Monkman’s...... Dale Tornioa: an bel. 10 Chatham Ist, ss.. 11 |Lon. St. A-ss.... 5 
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New HEBRIDES. 
Mont. Ersk. ju ms 30 
6 be 95 


25 
50 


6c 66 


“é 6 


: Molesworth ypma 18 


CoNnTRIBUTIONS UNAP- 
PORTIONED 


Vaughan, St P..$102 


TON sCOM mesure vey 
Strathroy.......- 153 
Wiitaineean ot 3 80 
Tor. Dunn Ave. .-546 28 
Orillia sc... ce 228 
Westwood......-- 110 
Taits Corner. .... 16 
Westwood...... . 10 
HOMME NEHGS aobor 52 
Midlands.ce conte: 68 


Buitpines. Mormon 
SETTLEMENT. 


Tilsonburg ss ....$24 60 
Cc. A.McDonald 10 


— 


BHEEL HOSPITAL. 


Mont. Stanley ce 10 


Hopewell ce..--- Re 
nes Sta beseite 8 
Sea Pater 35 
Galt, Central Petes 4 
ss.. 30 
Macao Misson. 
Win. Chinese el. . 15 25 
Mont. w. m.s. .. 59 
MonChaiChinesess20 


Receipts. 


Received at Halifax 
by Dr. Morrison, anon 
during March, 1898. 
Office 39 Duke St. 


Forsiean Missions. 


Reported. ....$22,398 84 
Glace Bay......-- 120 
Dr. Lawson, Mem. 32 75 
Strathalbyn 
Spring Hillss.... 15 
BleuMt.Gardenss 9 


se owes 


Lawrencetown.... 10 
Mrs. Miss Dawson 
LTA oy ce ctesttalie caer 100 
Lunenburg .....- 930 
fs ce 10 
we mb.. 25 
Wariout teases 90 


Rev. A. Stirling.. 25 
Clifton, ete p.e.1. 93.50 
Qpringside 18 
MrMrsWJ Fraser. 25 


Dr. Lawson Mem 2 
Ardoise ce ....... 150 
Kineardine....... 5 
Up. Musq ce. .... 58 
Baddeck ss ....-- 372 
Charlttn Zion.... 60 
Framboise.. ah Ga 
Campbellton.... 60 
Ft. Massey....... 95 
Gore. & Ken.:... 25 
Fredericton ss... 6 
Coburg Road..... 108 
Riv. John, Sa.... 71 59 
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Boularderie ..... : 5 i 
Toes doris Sa : ; Gee ae ins Grands River... 8 /Truro First...... 33 =| Little Narrows 5 50 
Pissritehe Warmer AU een Q .seeee a ummerfield..... 8 /Merigomish ce 7 |Gore & Ken...... 
Mean edese. ote Shediac Sian i Dartmouth adl... 1  |Barney’s River ce 250 Riv. John, St @.. 15 
Brookfield N-S. 17 eas peor verian Bates uy Neale Cat ee eras pada Meee eect 70 
Roost oh ford ¢6. ,. 0-4. isarinco ce ... AQCOULLH0 eee nou 
Woo dei pera “i He ne Warden. 28) Ds Tene gare i om: 10th Legion 3 peehous Bay. oon 55 
Albert ee: : : pee ul alimaicemmecnn New Glas, St. A. 
ee ay ria 0 ne DEON, Paul’s. ef Piston Knoxee.. 10 |New Carlisle .. 4 50|BlackRiver, etc.. Dd 
MEME Taher tacntD Eee y ete at Old Burns ce..... 2 90| Waterville ce..... 2 |Bedeque, P.E.J.. 58 
E. Jordan,Lockpt. 4 Shubenadedion ee Ee ee ; an ae sates Bh ee tie? et at 
N.Sh -Hl. regor Beq...... ouisbur A 
Rivet Deans - heme vend: Ra. 2 iranian tacks 1 Hee be ECGS ‘ane 50 ne conn 3, StA adl 5p 
an: 3 1......21) |Muahone Bay..... ower Selma ce. illsville........ 
a aa a ae ae . c be New Glas.,N.StA 30 |Yarmouthce..... 5 |Windsor, adl.... Lb 
Grand River tau 10 ABE ae aM ; Lee Picton Prince ce.. 19 _ | Lit. BrasDor gree 459 Moncton, adl ....100 
Presbyterian..... 15 |Mira Titel a 20 Bacon iG e reat Mees : REDE iPS ater 
Fall Bj saa ee i ee payee eh] PPG OG NO Sis as aig (ONIEVO\ in Rvoatior 50 Nine Mile Riv... 1 
eran cay ee Antig ponigh, std any By Johns, St A.. 10 /Truro, St P 45 |Lake Ainstio® ae 95 
Milford, G. Riv.. 5019\Cobure Ra ...... rie | aa a maak GE EE a Geet 208 5 __|Mabou, Pt Hood 35 
ae von ee seyaerint Windsor cialedions wens 10 |Princetown ..... 75 77 Musq- Har..... 25 
ee ve RN ee : Tyan antler Asien 15 |Sydney Mines ce 6 |Cavendish ....... 30 
Hy Metorieetes eae °F POU ERD cad 30 |St John, St Step. 75 (IN. Syd., St. M. . 50 
ares Poerence. 20 Hotta hae i i Olfvilleeeeeee ae 5 |Andover,etce..... 522 Little Bras Dor.. 10 
Se alle. ieee 44 " Mic MEME Deealdns A see ENA 62 |Sydney St. Ace.. 12 |Leitch’s Creek..., 10 
re es : Baclishtaeee i Le Sew eee ; a 59 Hees ae Vee 4S heety Hanes 25 
a St.G. 1 oe ae , 88. _ 90/Mabou Village ce 5 60 - iggnis oe. ar Piatee eee res re 
Paul ank as evi e 9 ee Ra se at Hillsboro....... 12 40/Hx Cobourg Rd.. 12 |Lrornburn, 8S R. 40 
vee Nae ating Ves Moe Lat Aelia ce HUNAN hy Phen: ye Robern Repair a Males ete 16 
tes Do | Kingston) eee. artmouth 3... ..< TOVO: 52 008 ene 
aby fe NStA, 90 alee ae tee Stellarton! cesses co) Oxtordeanse nrc 45 66 Biveriitel N.B. 3 
ee 4 59 Dr. Lawson Mem 25 20 Pa aes Col. ce.. 19 bra St John’s! 88 8s 19 13/St John, St.A...150 
dOdUCl cana ss - A ustico ce.... Ti ae ec 
Windsor. vo® 22 Total.....$27,443 82 cavendish... .... OR TAS stele aie AP ty Ais cases Sob. a 
ps SS Reto ie e's Ist. Jhn Poy whms100 Mrs M Mec Donald 2 Hampton 10 
0 aU fi ‘ MargareeHar. etc 5 |N. Glas. Jamesce 675/Prince Wm.. .... 20 
Wolfville’. 1s, 5 | Howe Mtasroway || |NoRrdney: St Ms oo) ee dan tae en caer eS 
Y le : avend ee ove Head,B.PtR 145 
Saat ¥ 7 Reported. ... $10,398 90 OG} os pg 7 _,|Mid Mus. Midce 4 |Bridgewater ..... : 
Gav ondsah ty |Glace Baye Lae ee 50 Sheet Harbor .... 1459|Dartmouth ce.... 27 |Gore & Ken 9 
Cavendish 777+: 49 |Moneton whims. 150 St.And. Gren. ce. 6 |Urbamace....... 2 |x Chal. 
Sheet Har. 62 91 Lake Ainslie..... 5 St. John W...... OS North West E. River, Pic.... 47 
Stanley.......... 5 |ass, Nich. Riv.. 3 50\¥tanley_.. ...... 3 tee ee 
Strohne Gay 9 |Div. Union Bk.. 5 25 Middle River ce.. 320/N. Sydney wfms. 1 | Waterville Lake. 20 
New Glas. un. 239 15/Strathalbyn . 49 |{Thorburnee...... 3 IN. Sydney St. M. 11 |Maitland.. 77 70 
Thorburn SR. adi 1 |uong Riverce.... 425 N. Sydney, StM.. 150). ix Ki. 5 Mr: John Burgess 1 
Malagawatch etc. lt Springhill ss..... 20 |Malagawatch, ete 6 |Stellarton ...... ly |Hx. St. A . 160 
Hedrons Blue Mt., Gar. ss. 10 |\GQTOVern sees - 3) Pweg Src wserh 6 60|Kentville........ 20 
St. Joha St. AN. hee Lawrencetown. 8 65|Riverside........ 91 |Monctonce...... DOE NEW DOTUE teers 30 
20 Milford ce........ 391|StJohn, St A.... 70 |Hx. Chal......... 2) |N. W. Arm,ete . 5 70 
Chathani st Te Mrs, MissDawson 100. |Chatham StJ.... 20 |Charlott’n Zion K 5 40) Bloomfield, ete.. 40 
Hampton, P.E.L. a Lunenburg....... 157 96,Chipman ce...... 4 |Springside.. .. 82. |Red Bank, etc...- 25 
Paneth anaes “6 ao 99 |Fisher’s Grant ce. 2 (Glace Bay.... ...118 ‘St. Croix, ete .... 25 
Brookfield N.§...154 |Xarmouth....... 2) |Noel ce. ..... +++. 450|Springhill........ 35 |Fredericton......140 
Covehead. B. Pt . 29 50/SPringside. ...... 34 ‘y Ra CO. see vane i 85|Truro First ce.... 50 |Platlands, etc.... 24_ 
Corie) 9 amptoniey egcas 5 Saaree || 3 
M. Musq Fe dee : a Newton Mills ce. 325 Erne William. 20 $14,245 38 Se “ 
Peachtree 3 Mr,MrsW.J Fraser 25 rookfid, N. Glas. 43 Up Stewiacke.... 13 
Ree MAME ee Hix. St Matt. ce.. 42 om eee 19 i NewDublin...... 6 
ie erron ce. 8 1 usq Nilvrs ro) i i 
Bridg BOURter ce s 68 /Bea. MiseRTupper20) i Mid. co. 1 on AUGMENTATION FUND. oe ne Ber a 
“ : x. Uhal........ 100 29) Reported. ... .$3,983 15| La Have.. yal 
Springville ace éi bag es east : St, James, ete... 36 ScotsburnBeth... 25 "|New Glas. St. A. 47 
Wolfville ce. ahi ire Saeew sets 3 72 Boiceat Otage: ae Buctouche, etc... 34 |Truro, Ist........ 65 
Five Islands, ai e naan Sere 54 gewater. .... O 6| Glace Bay........ 70 Wallace.......... 50 
M 5 Uorgetowa gorse 8 25 i: i Rotel Br acne ae “i Barney's Hiv. ne 
Mre.JonnBureos } [Sferbuoke cos. 15) Uartgonitand © B'Dtwreneciawat | Noehycenoon 3 
Kentville.... ... 20 |Fredo ee sae 120 wecaw ern accel a5 “>'Lunenburg ...... 149 [Pisarinco.... .... 30 
Charlttn, Zion ss 32 Cob ae Ro ad. ae? Unive Talanass Ges 4 errs eae los 20 eratnin SETaau : 
St. “Croix, ul ce S55 |Gobourg Road... 10, i Biante ats Clifton, PEL..... 26 59|Charlttn St.Jas . 95 
f Riv. John Sa..... 38 25 x rs one Burgess ©) Wesiminncin ee 24 Trion. ten 28 
Inte Rasecl 21 Pee Rah; tee Bente, ni nl2) Ggq|Kineardine ..... 34 [Gregor Bequest. . 50 
Matias ete 3) |e on au erie ve 15 VALCO = see nies 1 ag| Cape North ...... 95 |Milltown........ 18 
Sherbrooke ..... 30) Pi ie cowht Ae Newport on way, 1 ‘Campbellton ..... 60 | Ftrathlorne. .... » 3 
Up. Musqce_.... 10 Stud, Miss” tees KS Summierad ee 1. £06 Seugnee oe Bee) tha Sp ae BB 
66 oh . . 5 BESO OKO iv. ohn, Sa 37 aro, tee eee 
Five Islondswitn vee Stellarton eS sega) 50. eee n Zion ss 3 Lower Musq . pir 95 |Harmony........ 5 
Biainckés a Mery A ay’s Box. 25 on a Oot veeees i 75 Leh. Lomond..... 5 |Shubenacadie.... 40 25 
Now fade alraagens : y : Curaminger. tae yee a orner ce : Ea Richibucto....... 45  |Princetown...... 75 
Riversdale ete. .. 19 Richib te sre ; Mahone B ayes 3 0) Alberton... .... OR CERT os 
Fy. Pate 0 85 30 ecto 88. 9 28 Te mon River Co ese ot ont oy Dan OCU oee ame 
Thank Offering: SFO Atheator, guac.. 5a ol nnd dy on rts K. orden oe 30 =|L. Stewiacke .... 40 
Three: tried ee oe ee ae hea ipgd UM sears vor coalition) River Dennis .... lt |St Stephen, N.B.. 32 20 
Tia. Have ve 200..5 : 20 REMMI E hae ag 10 Flatlands, ete.... 10 Ham.,Bermuda .. 25 | Woodstock ....... 36 
ete St. A. a EK. ora Cas _ ne George ce.... 410 Sate g ere ee » Mic cuag: ot 3) 
Revd RM en ala River Dennis.. 7 50 Nae ier A Grand River..... 8 Antig....- eg 
Maitland * 13.39 Ham. Bermuda . mY 59 wp tO Oe oe Summerfield.....10 ‘Cebourg Road 30 
Mem. 10th Teeter 10 x Parkioneee. 69,63 Cliftonmenenes ener 34 30|Hx, St. John’s 21 45 
Wawsie i8 \Be ce. 5- |La Have ........ 15 |New Glas, Jas... 88 04 Pt.Hastings, etc.. 15 
ues onomy ce...... 630/New Glas. St A.. 20 /Shelburne....... 35 |Mrs. MMcDonald 2 
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Englishtown, etc 30 
Murray Har. 8. a 


Hx. Fort Massey.330 
Int. Col. Fund .. 50 
Margaree, etc.... 24 
Annapolis ....... 10 
Bedford, Wav.... 25 
Stedohn, Calon oo 


Total. ......$9,483 42 


CoLLEGE FunD. 


Reported ..... $8,356 22 
Scotsburn, Beth .. 4 
Buctouch, etc. 3 


. 40 
Diva Wine i Kee vee: 138 25 D 


Div. Peoples Bk. 

Blue Mt. Gar. ss.. 

Springside........ 
Campbellton..... 
Gore, Ken........ 1 
Fredericton ..... 10 
RevH.W.Johnson 1 

Richibuctomeeeee | 
Albertontessecne es 
St. John, St. D.. 

Ham. Bermuda... 
Ibatis dio Jal, ISleWIe 
Coup.N.8.Deb.... 
Red Bank gss..... 


Div People’s Bk.. 9U 
Int. Jas. i os 
Baddeck. . 


Lunenburg. so pga “15 
Yarmouth....... 8 
Springside ..... sual 
Kincardine ...... 5 
Cinghdl, MOMs soocn 20 
Cawrpbellton..... 15 
Gore & Ken ..... 10 
Fredericton ..... 45 


C:.-bourg Road.. . 16 
IntM&W Rodgers 35 
Riv. John Sa.... 16 


L. Lomond ...... L 
Richibucto ...... 14 
Alberton.) ser: 32 


St. John St. He wh 
Economy ech MeENG 


ce 
Lit. Narrows .... 250 
Coup. Guysboro.. 25 
Mahone Bay .... 1) 
Per Rev Goodwill 33 29 


Per Rev Maclean 357] Hx. 


Bedeque......... 1 
Windsor...... m. 10 
Moncton 25 
BWoltvillleme..ceee 5 
Cavendish ....- at 
N. Syd. St, M.. 


Sheet Harbor.... aye 
ibe a, 70 


teen 180 
Stanley.. 2 
Boulardrie. ad’ i Y 
Hopewell, M.R.. 7 25 
Malagawatch. ete 6 
St. John, St. A .. 55 
Chatham, St. J. : 


Elamap tornadoes 
Prince Wm., 20 
Brookfield N. Gl i 
Shemogue, ete . 5 
Mid. Musa, Rive 44 
Mid.. 1455 
St. James, Ridge. 3 
Bridgewater. . 8 
> inti IPAKES Bo oon 10 
Five Islands...... 5 
£* ee; 10 


DUMOLO Xs Hl «ee 
Int. Kelley BS td 
Red Bank, ete.... 12 
Flatlands, ia, Sead 


Moncton 
Sydney ss.......- 


St. John, St. A. 
Elam boners 
Flatbanks, ete ... 


Reported.. 
tlace Baye. Paes pede 
Strathalbyn.. 
Springside.. 
Bu John St. iD” 
HK. River Pic..... 
fh IEWARe onde omar 
St. John St.S.. 
Sydney St. A.. 
Antig. St. James. 
Coburg Road.. 


Total.. 


Up.-Musq. ...... 30 
Up.Stewiacke.... 12 
New Dublin ..... 4 
Int. C. W. Davis. 55 
Riversdale, ete... 2 
Marlow. ees os 46 54 
astlaveurs ouch. 10 
AN Rua Ree Wie ston Bae 19 
St. John, St. S... 40 
New Carlisle.. 6 50 


Int. J. G.Heiseler a 

Milltown... .. 

pagdide: Bech ks i 
100 


H. St. 
Int.J- ot McDonald 6 


jhawtae Sie IP ceods #) 


De DOR CSI a) 


ae 
Florenceville, etc. 


ee 


er 


ntig 20 
ee St. Johns,Hx. 80 
Coburg Road...-. 12 
Bridgeport ....... 
Mrs.M.McDonald an 
Dartmouth °..... 
Int.P.Monaghan. 
Sie WOM, MW osans ¢ 


Total... 


BurRSARY Funp. 


7 Olio) Gord 


New Carlisle.. 
Int. K. F. Hart. 
St. M.. 

St. John, St. Sos 
Antigonish, St.J 
Renee petbenathie ik 


eile 8h ie) 6 yw va tetel se! 


3 
MrsMMMeDon’d 1 
$1,111 67 


Manitosa COLLEGE 
ele 49 


AGED MINISTERS’ 


Funp. 


Interest and Collec- 


tions. 


Reported...... $2 481 12 
Buctouche, etc... 
Glace Bay........ 10 
Div. Union ae 26 25 
OIE « 4 


Cunenvere see chs 10 
Yarmouth 3 

Springside.. 
Int. R. Brushett.. ee 
Kincardine....... 
Charl. Zion....... B 


Gebute Road... 
Int. Jos. Burrell. 


se eae 


Ste olmiste Wee. 
Hast Jordan, Loc 
N. Shore, N. Riv. 
Ham. Bermuda . 


Little Narrows... 


N. Glas New St A 
Hampton P.E.I.. 
J, B. McLure 


$10,336 66 


a oe ee 


sie a) 18 wie 16 


Q oe ue WWE, LB 


gag St. Matt. 165 
Stanley, NERS 4 


Boularderie adl. . 
int. D. I, Welch. 30 20 
St. John, St. A... 2 
Prince Wm ms... 
Brookfield, etc... 
St. James, etc.... 


a 


New Glas St. DAU 


tat A. McIntosh. 30 
Aa eens 


Cue etre] 
cc er ry 


sat ee eer nee 


MrsM. petals 


Gorbell. 54 
RevE Wichoson 


Total ..-«$3.112 24! 


H= O1Or 


Mintster’s Rates. 


D. Henderson.... 


se eet ene 


p eas 49/7 | 
J. A. Maclean. Chaos 


see 


Wm. “preOn s 


3 apne 
J.M.Sutherland : 
John Robertson , 


8 a 


Aca. G, Quinn... 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 


75 
+ 


i) 


19 
aes : POINTE AUX TREMBLES. 

i Reported ....... $579 97 

g |Glace Bay........ 50 

g |Riv. John Sa.... 9 50 

Ap WNeGlass Jas © v2.00 

3 75|St. Jas., Little Home Z 

3°75 Milford Cones 276 
(MebHrO WEE ES. cobonb 50 
Risarincomeeen ome. 
Moncton ce....... 20 

i ig Potala ae sine $765 23 

3 Grand total. $3,118 29 

12 leon, 

5 

2 ASSEMBLY FunpD. 

4 |Reported....... $365 24) 

4 /Seotstown, Beth.. 4 

4 ‘Glace Bay........ 
Lake Ainslie..... 1 
Brookfield, ete... 3 
Lunenburg.....-. 5 

6 |Springside....... 5 


St John, St A.. 5 
Chatham St be ch. mets 


Hampton.. 

9| Prince Wm. ARS 16 
“|St. James, ete.... 1 
Bridgewater...... 5 
Springville. ete. 6 


Five Islands..... 5 
Mrs. J. Burgegs.. 1 
StaCroix) Hillewes ee 
Brookfield, ete... 12 
New Dublin...... 2 
Hx. Park St -.... 870 
Truro, St Paul’s.. 30 
Princetown ...... 4) 
Ss HOM isits Shoe Jl) 
Antigonish, St.J. 30 
Coburg Road..... 32 
Bridgeport....... 5 


Total........$2,347 97 


Charla eZioneeen 


J.B. MeLure.... 
Moncton St.J.... 
Pugwashst M.... 


Thorburn, etec.... 
St. John, St. A... 
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76. 2k Idle ACR baak non 4) \Charl., Zion.....- 5 
5 LO WS TR BIOI OD. codd doc 4 |Framboise........ 2 
6 |W. W. Rainnis 4 |Campbellton..... 5 
20 JGeo. E. Ross..... 4 |Coburg Road..... 270 
3 — Riv. John, Sa.... 38 
Oe Lotally. rcs. $759 34|Boularderie...... 3 
2 —|Alberton. ..... 5 
30 |Grand total...$3,871 58/St. John St D.... 15 
1 N. Shore, N. Riv. 2 
3 oer eon Perec : 50 
7 - ifton S. . 
Franca EvAaNGELIZA- Tiitiee Naren ere 
6 TION FuND. Mahone Bay..... 3 
6 Bedeque. . Theale 
5» |Reported......$1,936 17/Margaree, ete... 2 
250|Buctouche, ete... 3 [Stanley 2 
mbepr. 50|)Lake Ainslie..... 225/St John W....... 250 
10 |Blue Mt., Garden 6 !Pictou Knox..... 3 
.. 12 |Lawrencetown ... 5 |Thorburn,SR . 2 
5 |Lunenburg....... 10 |Malagowatchetc. 2 
Springsides®...7. 0 —IStUohn, St Ay... .d 
aie 8 6 25|Charl., Zion...-.. 20 |Hampton, P.E.I. 2 
7 |Kramboise........ 12 {Prince Wm.....- 5 
Fredericton ...... 1150/St. James, ete.... 1 
Coburg Road..... 2 |B. Riv. Pictou... 3 
. 235)Riv. John Sa.... 11 90, Flatlands........ 2 
1 |Boularderie 20 |New Dublin...... :: 
eliomond ire... ORS) EixeParkeon nee 10 
90 |Alberton ........ 15 |New Carlisle...... 8 
5 St- John, St. D -. 15 Milltown ....... y) 
4 |Hconomy.. .. 190/Truro, St Paul’s.. 5 
3 |urand River..... 370/St John, St Step.. 10 
Granville, P. E I. 2  |Andover, ete..... 1 
Little Narrows... 6 Florenceville, etc. 294 
Red. Bank jete...°0° Syd. St Aaa yi) 5 
eae La nonembayan.. OP Marat neha eee 3 
2 IN. Glas New St A 5 |Antig.,St. James 3 
Bedeque ..... Bridgeport....... 
Cavendish. . 3 = aemers 
4.76) N. Syd., St. Matt 16 Total...... .$525 88 
gee Nie) arf) 
Stanleyicse.. Ai mua 2 
Sta Johnette: 5 15 


WiDOWS’ AND ORPHANS 


FUND. 


Reported ....... $149 60 


GilAGcem Bayar: 


Riv. John Dace 
N.“bore,N.Riv... 
Lit. Narrows . 

Mahone Bay..... 


Bibs) OL eas ere 


ReérrtObw Or bebo 
>I ou 
On fom) 


La Have.. re 
N. Carlisle ....... 1 
Sy d. SteeAseeeet. 5 


eon Stele 5 
Totalseuns. ct $187. 85 


Korean Funp. 


Reported......$2,045 45 
Glace Baya se...) 10 
Hx. St. J.mem.. 5 
Margaree Have ce. 7 
Sunny Braess. 4 
Grace McKay 


2 
meee oeAe Meloealin 50 


RevEWJohnson.. 1 


ewes A Ibert onesen sant - 14 50 


Mrs. McLauchlan 2 
C. Nicholson.... 10 
Wm. Urquhart... 10 
Strathlorne ce.. 10 
Clifton ju ce..... 2 50 
Bass River N. B.. 251 
W. HChase...... 5 
Coburg Road ce 10 
Mem. Ft. Massey. 20 
Rev J McGMcKayl0 
Miss M Ferguson. 5 


** L.S. Desbrisay 1 


CorRECTIONS.—Dec. Receipts in Feb. Record, Bathurst, 
St. Luke’s, should be Bathurst, Andrew Armstrong $75, 


Foreign $25, Home $25, French $95, 


Jan. Receipts in March Record, Tabusintac $3.50 for 


Aged should be Rev. W. 
peepee Receipts in the April Record, Tabusintac 

,for Augmentation, should be $12.55. Total shone 

be $3983. 15. 
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New Glas.NewStA P Mrs. A.Gray.... 2 |J.B.McLure.... 50|Willoughby...... 3 
J.B. MeLure..... Miss C. Morash... 2 {Pugwash St M.... 2 /Slocan, B.C...... 2 
Wallace wfms.. é Rey. HeiSmith. oer menor urn. esr. 1 
Windsor. .....-- . 10° |Ind. Road....... 2  |La Havre........ ae 
Port Graville ce... 2 |L. Stewiacke..... 50 |Sydney StA...... 2 
Lawrencetownadl 1 |Andover etc . 3 |AntigonishSt. J.. 5 Scholarship Fund. 
Folley Vil.ce.... 440|Folley Vil........ 6 05|Charlott’n Zion . 2 
Durham wfms..-. 1765 Syd. St. And.... 14. |N. Shore,N.River 2 |Mrs. R. Crawford. 50 
Church Point ss.. 305 Coburg Road.. 10 {Mahone Bay.... ca Aa 
Tabusintac /.... 23 95 Rog. Hill Friend oY St. John West... 75 : 
Brookfield ce..... 5 |Friend.. ; St. John St A.... 5 Swnmer Session. 
Rev. Wm McLeod 7 /|Mrs. J. itt John. ; 5 New Carlisle .... 1 
Sheet Har.ce.... 4 St. Step. Friends 2 LT iskehelotersien tetetarsielle 2 James King.Mon. 50 
ss EPR bet tare 6 10|P. Hastings ce 2 earl Olans Cassils) )a.n 25 
Mrs. P. Macaulay 25 |Marion McLeod... 1 $1926 87'J. K. Macdonald, 
-Hx. St. John’s .. 1252 Georgie Mosher.. 1 Torontoreenere: 
‘“Grove ce ..... 5 00,St. John St. D he 15 Se 
st. John Sta. 7 9 sae M.McDonald our Saas 
ohn St 70 altsprings ce.... MAniToBaA COLLEGE 
lsd 15 oh (Cliiton PE L cova Knox COLLEGE Stvu- 
-* boys assoc. 15 |Frances A Burgess 2 Funp. pents’ MISSIONARY 
INoelicen eee 2.95| Brookfield, N. Glos200 Sécrzry 
Hampton ........ 8 |Millsville. ....+i++ 14 ORDINARY FunD. P 
.Kent......... 5 |Rev. J. A. Cairns.15 : ; Receipts for March. 
E. River Pictou “10 |Urbania ce........ j |Treasurer, RevDrKing. 
Wolfville ce ..... 1 |St. John StD .ypal0d Vernonville, mb.. 25 
Five Islands ce.. 18 |Mrs. Henderson.. 10 'Selkirk. ......... 6 we Wlorace cose eas ee ad 50 
Mrs. John Burgess 2 —|Clearsprings ..... 10 |Geo. eheleoags 2 
Springhill ..... 10 $3, 161 40|Rose Plain...-..- 8 |Friend.. Rae 
Lawrencetown ce 325 Hartney.e.o saa a 18 |Cedar Grove...... 650 
Classmate........ 1 | Ministers’ Wipows |Wapella.......... 2 |Norval & Union..100 
A Friend........ 1 |anp OrpHans’ Funp)Crowstand....... 4 |Chal. B. ce Tor .. 35 
PAGHHIIG I Glove ter encters 5 |MaritimE Provincses.|Mrs. Watt, Win.. 25 |Mr Heyland...... 1 
ae ey. Ree ao ee ae! - 20 eh ch hms.. 507 
rien . Minnedosa......- 0) LISVUN Soe teusea ne 5 
Mrs. Newcome... 1 a fcoigy She tC De Birtlen..ciccdafeen 80 50/Churchillce...... 10 
De B.shaw tec: 5 from Feb. 4th to March|Kildman ........: 75 (Mrs. A. Semple.. 3 
My. Pest7a... 7. 2 31st, 1898. MOrrisntgese. cent 16. Stroud Cesan.cc ac 5 
Rey. J. McMillan Edmonton ...... 5 t Forest ce. , 10 
Mr. Kerker ..... Reported ...... $1864 62) Alameda......... o0 SI WW Laing...» <t 5 
uoddy, Moser R 19 50| Rev D Denon WamiOaleeM the nc cea 5 }J-L Murray..... 2 
hipman wfms... 25 |Little Harbor.. Lie a ORG Yeh ae ee 2 50|Mrs S Begg... 1 
Goldenvilless . 3 |Wolfville, etc.. 2 Spallumcheen. . 5 |Kirkwall... ss be 7 
Five Islandswfms 15 |Tignish ......... 2 |Swan Lake....... 6 |Parkdale, Dunn.. 30 
Springside ....-... 32 32/Chipman......... 2 |Green Valley .... 10 |Innerkipss...... 
Up Sa . 28 |Shubenacadie.... 2 |Franklin ........ 20 |Mr Mrs J. O. ag 
oe Coldstream ...... 38. |Grassmere........ 8 |derson eer ak 
For the NAR cae 5 |New Mills,etc. .. 1 /|Rev.I.H. TEES 5 |Cedarville ce. .. 672 
DD Cloagh .o.4,, 5 Moncton ee tar 3 home: -10 |Brucefield ce...... 12 
Hovewell 10th ee Sie d| abate as Reicks 9 Sead aces 10 |Miss Morse, Tor.. 7 
Salina ..... 4 '!Murray Harter N 2 same Harvey. .10 |Friend Tor....... 1 
Mrs. C Murr: ay. ‘10 Glace Bay........ Dap Oalearyaencee cat } Ponty. Pool, ssi). 2 
Milltown........ 2 |RiverJohnSa.. 1 /|Wellington....... 5 |Attwood ce....... 5 
Mrs.Wm.Caldwell 1. |Little Narrows... 1 /Union Point..... 3 |Miss H Brown.... 1 


T. 


FORM OF BEQUEST. 
“T leave and bequeath the sum of,—[the amount being written in words, not in 


N. West’r. ce..... 1750 
-H Barrones..2- 1 
Dr Menzies, Hon. 10 
Rey. P. Scott. . 3 
Woodstock. K. ss 15 


** ce ae 

Dundas St . 1 
ton wa folene 5 
Deseronto........ 9 


65 
Tor., College St ce 5 22 
or SP hae) 


Tor. Bloor. ypea.. 14 75 
T. St John’s ypca. 20 
Claudehencsetee 5 
St Cath. Kx. ssm. 5 
Scarboro Kx. ss.. 26 
London St. Ass,. 10 


$488 91 


MIssioN To LUMBER- 
MEN. 


Rev. M. H. Scott, Hull, 


P.Q . Convener and 

Treasurer. 
Reported:snaceee $44 40 
Hawkesbury ..... 5 
Carleton Pl. Zi... 10 


Montreal, St. P.. 25 
Prescott, SS). .0% 5 
Beachburg. etc... 6 
Otta. Erskine.... 2 
ONE SK 1 Ot eter: 10 
Mont. Erskine... 10 
Lancaster ce...... 39 
Buckingham ss... 5 
Kingsbury ....... 3 
$128 40 
QUEEN’S COLLEGE 
FUND. 
Received by J.B. Mc- 
ver, Treasurer. 
Lansdowne,etc... 7 
Napanee ......... 35 
SW bbaetsih: cans tgeos 5 
Cornwall, St. J... 20 


Bruce, Rate $3.50. 


figures|—to the ........ sencaeeesitasete Fund of the Presbyterian Church in Canada,—(Here 
state whether Eastern or Western section)—and I declare that the receipt of the 
Treasurer for the time being, of the said...... pissuekisuane sees Fund, shall be a good and 


sufficient discharge to my Estate and Executors.”’ 


SINGING AWAY PAIN, 


Singing not onty expresses our joy but it 
comforts us in our sorrow. It also helps us 
to bear pain, and makes us strong under suf- 
fering. The ancient barbarians used to rush 
into battle with frenzied .outcries, but the 
yet braver Greeks moved to the measures of 
soft and melodious music. 

The Congregationalist tells of an eight- 
year-old girl with a cut in her hand who 
‘was brought to a physician. It was neces- 


.. Sary for the best results to take a few stitch- 


es with a surgeon’s needle. While the phy- 
sician was making preparations the little 
girl swung her foot nervously against the 
chair, and was gently admonished by her 
mother. : 

“That will do no harm,’’ said the doctor, 
kindly, ‘‘as long as you hold your hand 
still,’’ adding, with a glance at the strain- 
ed, anxious face of the child, ‘‘You may cry 
as much as you like.’’ 

‘‘T would rather sing,’’ replied the child. 

‘‘All right, that would be better. What 
can you sing ?’’ Ae 

“T can sing : 


‘Give, said the little stream.’ 
Do you know that ?’’ 


‘‘T.am not sure,’’ responded the doctor. 


‘““How does it begin ?’’ 


The little patient proceeded to illustrate. 

“That’s beautiful;”” said the doctor. ‘I 
want to hear the whole of it.”’ 

All the while the skilled fingers were sew- 
ing up the wound the sweet childish voice 
sounded bravely through the room, and the 
only tears shed on the occasion came from 
the eyes of the mother. 

It is, I believe, a physiological fact that 
some expression of one’s feelings tends to 
lessen pain. Since weeping and groaning are 
distressing to one’s friends, how would it 
do for us all to try singing instead ? 

How many dark hours have been lighten- 
ed by holy song. ‘‘At midnight Paul and 
Silas prayed and _ sang praises unto God,”’ 
in the Philippian jail, ‘‘and the prisoners 
heard them.’”’ Acts XVI. 25. Thus God our 


maker ‘‘giveth songs in the night.’’ Job 
XXXV. 10. And thus we may sing his 
praises’ through this world of sighs and 


tears, till at last we sing the new song be- 
fore the heavenly throne.——Sel. 
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GLEANINGS. 


The greatest of faults is to be conscious of 
none. 


Education in self-sacrifice cannot begin too 
early. 


Jesus ‘‘marvelled’’ twice only, and in both 
cases it was in regard to faith. 


We ought to be Christians in belief, char- 
acter and life—not in name only. 


Happiness is a perfume which you cannot 
shed on others without a few drops falling 
on yourself. 


I would rather aim at perfection and fall 
short of it, than aim at imperfection and 
fully attain it.—A. J. Gordon. 


‘Strive daily and hourly to be calm; to 
stop yourself forcibly and _ recall your 
mind to a sense of what you are, where 
you are going and whither you ought to be 
tending.’’ 


Every man has his atmosphere; if light is 
in man he shines; if darkness he shades; if 
his heart glows with love he warms; if 
frozen with selfishness he chills; if corrupt 
he poisons; if pure-hearted he cleanses. 


Love, the true love of God, is the love 
of his truth, of his holiness, of his whole 
will; the true love is that which reflects it- 
self in obedience; the true love is that 
which stirs and purifies the conscience.— 
Vinet. 


‘It is to be remembered that as men are 
not made heroes by the performance of an 
act of heroism, but must be brave before 
they can perform it, so they cre not made 
villains by the commission of a crime, but 
were villains before they. committed it.’’ 


‘Good habits are as easily formed as bad. 
It requires no more effort of will to grow 
into the custom of doing noble and beauti- 
ful things than it does to become _ the 
Slave of disagreeable habits. We are slow to 
recognize the truth—though it is the 
truth, nevertheless—-that the habit nf bene- 
volence, for instance, is as easily formed as 
the tobacco habit.’’ 


There are some persons whose lives are a 
benediction, and, while it may not be al- 
ways the case, yet it very often happens 
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that these lives have been very heavily 
tinged with sorrow and suifering and are 
thus hallowed. After all unconscious influ- 
ence is the strongest. Very many persons 
whose scarred lives are spent within four 
dreary walls exert a direct helpful influence 
over the lives of others who have the wide 
world for their endeavors. 


It is a pity we are not more conscious of 
the beauty and value of little kindnesses. 
We are ever waiting and hoping for an op- 
portunity of performing some heroic, self- 
sacrificing deed. For many of us such 
an opportunity may never occur. But it is 
a fact worth noting that people who are 
not in the habit—for it is a habit——of do- 
ing numerous little acts of love will never 
do a grand, heroic deed, should an oppor- 
tunity unexpectedly offer. 


‘Tf I wanted to advertise myself as an in- 
tellectual pauper and as a person of weak 
character,’’ said a shrewd business man, 
“T’d take up with the habit of. swearing. 
When I meet a man who does not know 
enough English to express his thoughts, 
even on the most ordinary occasions, with- 
out resorting to meaningless and irreverent 
profanity, I at once take his mental mea- 
gure, and it’s 4 small one, too.’’ 


Some persons, the world’s sunbeams, have 
the habit of doing little kindnesses. It is 
their ‘‘way’’? to make kindly inquiry about 
another’s welfare, to send a token to a sick 
or absent friend, to pass on the pleasant 
word, to give the merited praise, to speak 
the heartening message of encouragement. 
Each of these deeds in itself is small, yet it 
may well be questioned whether these per- 
sons are not as great benefactors of the 
race as the mighty leaders of thought and 
action. 


A Kaffir woman was dying; the missio»- 
aly’s wife, standing by her side, said: 
‘‘And how is it with you now ?’’ 
The black face lighted up as she an3- 
wered: ‘‘Oh, Inkosikazi, some time ago 
Jcsus washed away my sins; but to-day I 
have been thinking that perhaps in waiking 
through the world my dress has been soil- 
ed; so I have been again to Jesus’ to-day, 
and have washed, and now I am ready to 
go through the gates of gold.’’ 
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MEETING OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


In Knox Church, Montreal, 8th June, 1888. 


According to arrangement made with the 
Railway Companies it is necessary that each 
Commissioner purchase from the ticket agent 
at the starting point a single first-class tick- 
et to Montreal, and ask for a Standard Certi- 
ficate, which he will retain as an acknow- 
ledgement that he has paid first-class fare. 

Where a Commissioner of necessity travels 
over two lines of railway he must procure 
two Standard Certificates, one at his start- 
ing point, and the second where he trans- 
fers to, the other line of railway. 

These Standard Certificates must be handed 
in promptly on arrival in Montreal. 

The railway companies have jointly ap‘ 
pointed an officer to vise the Certificates, to 
assure themselves of the actual number in at- 
tendance, who. have obtained Standard Cer- 
tificates or round-trip tickets. If that num- 
ber reach 300, or over, Commissioners will 
be returned to their destinations free. The 
return portion of round-trip tickets must be 
vised in order to count. As soon as the offi- 
cer has gone over the Certificates, and they 
have been signed by myself, they will be re- 
turned to Commissioners. 

According to agreement with the compan- 
ies, Tickets will be good, going to Montreal, 
.or three days: prior to the meeting, exclusive 
of Sabbath. In the case of Commissioners 
from Ontario and Quebec, Certificates will 
be honored for tickets to return to destin- 
ation if used with three days after the ad- 
journment of the Assembly, excluding Sab- 
bath, and in the case of Commissioners from 
the Maritime Provinces, if used before 30th 
June. 


Special arrangements are being made by 
Mr. Robert Kerr, Canadian Pacific Railway 
Offices, Winnipeg, for Commiss:‘oners from all 
points West of Port Arthur. Mr. Kerr is to 
communicate personally regarding these ar- 
rangements with the Clerks of Presbyteries 


in the Synod of Manitoba and North-West 
Territories and in the Synod of British Col- 
umbia. 


The. reduced rate tickets are available for 
delegates or their wives, or any persons’ hay- 
ing business with the Assembly, provided 
they obtain the Standard Certificate and 
comply with the arrangement as above. 

It is especially requested that every Com- 
misSioner,—no matter what form of ticket 
he may use—will obtain a Standard Certifi- 
cate from the ticket agent at the starting 
point. ‘ 
Robt. H. Warden, 


This issue has, we think, more than usual 
of interest and value with reference to both 
Home and Foreign Missions. The three art- 
icles on the Home fields, East and West, by 
Revs. Dr. Bruce of St. John, Dr. Grant of 
Orrillia, and C. W. Gordon of Winnipeg.— 
taste and see. Some beautiful literary gems, 


as well as valuable information, will be 
found if search is made to the end. 
In the Foreign department, Mr. Mackenzie 


gives some interesting points regarding the 
New Hebrides; Dr. Morton tells of a visit to 
St. Lucia, a vacation turned into a very act- 
ive missionary tour; Mr. Cropper reports a 
year’s work in Demarara. Dr. Buchanan’s 
account of the successful beginning of our 
new mission among the Bhiss is of exception- 
al interest. Mr. Russell’s picture of the poor 
leper, Mr. Goforth’s appeal from Honan,— 
and all the rest should be carefully read. 
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Church fotes and Wotices. 
CALLS. 


From Eden Mills and Rockwood to Mr. 
James Cranston, of Culloden. 

From Fern Ave. Cong., Tor., to Mr..S8. G. 
Graeb. 

From Zion Ch., Ridgetown, to Mr. Gustavus 


- Munro. 


From Shediac, N. B., to Mr. Edwin Smith. 
INDUCTIONS. 


At Gore and Kennetcook, N.S8., 24 May, 
Mr. W. R. McKay, ordained and inducted. 

At Isaac’s Harbor, N. S., 10 May, Mr. T. 
Irving, ordained and inducted. 

At West River, St. Mary’s, N. S., 26 May, 
Mr. J. R. McDonald. 

At Annapolis, N. S., 19 May, 
Douglas, ordained and inducted. 

At Bridgetown, N. S., 19 May, Mr. H. L. 
Davidson, ordained and inducted. 

At North Bedeque, P. E. I., 3 May, Mr. R. 
S. Whidden. \ 

At Taylor Ch., Momtreal, 21 May, Mr. W. 
D. Reid. 

At St. Andrew’s Ch., Sonya, Ont., 26 April, 
Mr. Bremner. 

At Smithville, 
A. McD. Haig. 

At Coldsprings 
Mr. J. T. Hunter. 


RESIGNATIONS. 


Mir. Jon k. 


Ham. Pres., 26 April, Mr. 


Peterboro Pres., 1 June, 


Of Forest, Ont., Mr. James Pritchard. 

Of Moosomin, Man., Mr. J. A. Reddon. 

Of Chatsworth, Owen Sd. Pres., Mr. A. 
Thompson. Rev. Dr. Somerville, Moderator of 
Session. 

Of E. Toronto, Mr. J. R. Johnston. 

Of Queensville and Ravenshoe, Mr. E. J. 
Sturgeon. 


OBITUARIES. * 


Rev. George Bell, L.L.D., died 16th April, 
in Toronto in his seventy-ninth year. He 
was born in Perth, Ont., in 1819. He was 
the first registered student, and the first gra- 
duate of Queen’s College. His first charge 
was at Cumberland, near Ottawa, 1844 to 
1848, when he removed to Simcoe. In 1857 
he accepted a call to Clifton, and in 1874 to 
Walkerton. In 1852 he was appointed regis- 
trar and librarian at Queen’s, retaining the 
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former until a year ago, when he resigned 
and removed to Toronto. 


Rev. Joseph Vessot, died, 16 April, at Jol- 
iette, Que., in his eighty-ninth year. He 
came from Switzerland in 1840, to labor for 
the old French Canadian Missionary Society 
among the Roman Catholics of Lower Cana- 
da, and for well on to sixty years he has 
been engaged in that work, the latter part 
of the time in connection with our own 
French Board. 


Rev. A. W. Macleod, died at Thornburn, N. 
S., 26 April, in the 51st year of his age. He 
was born near EKarltown, N. §&., in 1847. 
After completing his studies for the ministry, 
he was ordained and inducted at Parrsboro, 
N.S. Thence he wias called to Durham and 
N. S., and thene to Thor- 
burn and Sutlerland’s River, where he was 
settled 26th May, 1885, and where he has 
since labored. For some months he has been 
unable to preach, but wrought with his pen, 
and had at his death just completed a small 
book with a statement of the leading doc- 
trines of our church, for Young People’s So- 
cieties. 


Rev. John Nichols, died on the morning of 
4th May, after but a few hours illness. He 
was born in Staffordshire, England, in 1840 
and was educated for the ministry of the 
Methodist Church. Coming to Canada in 
1874, he joined the Presbyterian Church, and 
was called to St. Mark’s, Montreal, where 
he has labored for the past twenty-one years. 
Late one evening on the street in apparently 
usual health, by two o’clock next morning 
he had passed away. 


Rev. A. D. Gunn, died, 16 May, at his 
childhood’s home, East River, St. Mary’s, N. 
S., in the 36th year of his age. After his pre- 
paratory course he prepared for the ministry 
at the Presbyterian College, Halifax, from 
which he graduated in 1881. After a year 
Barney’s River, N.S., as ordained missionary, 
he was called to Upper Stewiacke, N. S., 
where he labored for four and a half years, 
until failing health compelled him to resign. 
And after a lengthened illness he rests from 
labor and suffering. 


Five ministers from the ro’l of tke Mari- 
time Synod have been called away by death, 
Since its meeting in October last, Revs. Dr. 
Patterson, James Gray, G. M. Clark, Dr. 


McLeod, and A. D. Gunn. 
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PRESBYTERY MEETINGS. 
Synod of the Maritime Provinces, 


Sydney, Sydney, St. A., 28 June. 
Invernass. ; 

P. E. I., Charlottetown. 

Pictou, New Glasgow 

Wallace, Tatamagouche, 2 Aug. 

Truro. 

Halifax, Mid. Musq., 19 July, 2 p.m. 
Lun. Yar.,Mahone Bay,2 Jun,10.30 a.m. 
St. John, St. John, 1 Tu. July. 
Miramichi. 


e e e 


SCOMDNS OR WN 


Synod of Montreal and Ottawa. 


11. Quebec. 

12. Montreal, Mon., 28 June, 10 a.m. 

13. Giengarry, Alexandria, 12 July, 11 a.m. 
14. Ottawa, 

15. Lanark, etc. 

16. Brockville, Morrisburg, 12 July. 


Synod of Toronto and Kingston. 


17. Kingston, Belleville, St. A. 5 Jy, 2.p.m. 
18. Peterboro, Campbellford,: Mon Jy,8 p.m. 
19. Whitby. 

20. Lindsay, Beaverton, 28 Jun, 11.30 a.m. 
21. Toronto, Tor., Knox, 2 June. 

22. Orangeville. 

23. Barrie. 

24. Algoma, 

25. Owen 8., O.8S.,Div Hall,28 Jun, 10 a.m. 
26. Saugeen, Moorfield, 12 July, 10 a.m. 
27. Guelph. i 


Synod of Hamilton and London. 


28. Hamilton. 

29. Paris, Ingersoll, 12 July, 11 a.m. 

30. London. 

31. Chatham, Blenheim, 12 July, 11 a.m. 
32. Stratford. 

38. Huron. 

34. Maitland, Wingham, 19 July, 10 a.m. 
35. Bruce, Southampton, 12 July, 5 p.m. 
36. Sarnia, Sarnia, 12 July, 11 a.m. 


Synod of Manitoba and the North-West. 


37. Superior, Rat Portage, Sep. 

38. Win., Man. Col., 2 Tu. July, bi-mo. 

39 Rock Lake, 11 July. 

40. Glenboro, Holland, 12 July, 3 p.m. 
4)° Portage, P. la Pra., 11 July, 7.30 p.m. 
42. Brandon. 

33. Minnedosa. 

44. Melita, Oxbow, 5 July. 

45. Regina, Round Lake, 20 July, 9 a.m. 


Synod of British Columbia 


46. Calgary. 

47. Edmonton, S. Ed., 6 Sept., 10 a.m. 

48. Kamloops, Nelson, 7 Sept., 10 a.m. 

49. Westminster, W., St. A.,7 Jun, 2.30 p.m. 
50. Victoria. 
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Our Foreign Missions. 


HOW THE FRENCH “ANNEX”? THE NEW 
HEBRIDES. 


from our Missionary Rev. J. W. M’Kenzie, 


Efate. 


At present I am busy working at the new 
church at Mele, which will be a substantial 
building when finished. The natives. there 
have raised £29 for the church, and the bal- 
ance will paid out of the arrowroot fund. 
Our efforts, now extending vver two years, 
to support our own native teachers have 
been most successful. Aiter paying them all, 
we still have a considerable sum on hand. 
We must soon have iron for our large church - 
at Erakor, at present thatched, where on 
Communion Sundays we have aiways a con- 
gregation of about 500. 

According to the natives’ report, the French 
settlers are in several places encroaching on 
their land a considerable distance beyond 
the boundary. They went to men-of-war, 
but can get no redress, as the captains of 
those ships say they are not empowered to 
settle any land disputes. It is really too 
bad. The result is that of late the natives 
have been selling large tracts of land to the 
French, and the reason they give, some of 
them at least, is the French are taking their 
land, so they think they may as well sell it, 
and get what they can for it. 

What a, contrast there is in this village at 
the present moment to what it was this time 
last evening. To-day being a holiday, they 
are preparing large quantities of food, and 
are having sports of various kinds. Last 
evening there was the greatest cutburst of 
grief imaginable, just in front of our house. 
I knew that someone had met with an acci- 
dent, and ran down to the shore. There I 
saw men and women walking to and fro, 
wringing their hands, and wailing most 
piteously. 

Seeing a group of men I went to them and 
found them holding up a wee boy by . the 
heels to let the water run out of his mouth. 
He and some others were playingin the wat- 
er, but he had gone beyond his depth, and 
was found floating on the water. Apparent- 
ly life was extinct. I took him out of their 
hands, turned him from side to side, and 
pressed his chest, trying to fill his lungs 
with air, and in a little saw signs of life. 


144 


In a short time he was restored; evidently 
he had been but a short time in the water. 

The natives are kindness itself. They sup- 
ply us gratis with all the yams we require, 
and never once have we been out of them all 
the year. One village has not had an oppor- 
tunity of bringing any all the season. On 
one occasion the teacher named a day on 
which they intended coming with a present, 
but I said, ‘‘Wait a little, we have a large 
quantity on hand; I shall send you word 
when they get low. So far, however, the 
heap has kept up. 

On every occasion too that they make a 
feast, such as a marriage or a birth, etc., 
they bring us a share of what they have. 
To-day they have brought us a leg of pork, 
fish, yams, native pudding, pine-apples, man- 
goes, and a loaf of bread, and on Saturdays 
I frequently see them carrying bread home. 


THE WORK IN DEMARARA. 
By Rev. J. B. Cropper. 


During the year the financial distress of 
the Colony which had been gathering for 
years past seemed to reach its climax; 
and though men had_e striven  vigor- 
ously against adverse circumstances, the day 
seemed very near, if not actually at hand, 
when further effort was futile. But with the 
appointmentof the Royal Commissiom on the 
sugar question there was a quickening of the 
determination to maintain the struggle, un- 
til, at least, it might be seen what was the 
outcome of the commission. 

Thanks to the bountifulness of Nature 
there has been no fear of general starvation; 
but the pinch of want has been severely felt 
by many. This has its effect on the work of 
the Mission. But there have been beneficent 
as well as injurious effects; and it is to be 
hoped that lessons have been learnt during 
these days of discipline which will not soon 
be forgotten. 

Work has been prosecuted along the old fa- 
miliar lines, and with a_ recurrence of the 
customary incidents, bearing, now joy, now 
disappointment. But weighing all in the 
scales of result the year’s work has not been 
in vain. 

A clear distinction is preserved between 
the East Indian Mission proper and the work 
among the other branches of the community 
in the Better Hope Congregation. Dealing 
with the latter first:—The Sab. services, and 
the S. S. meetings and the mid-week prayer 
meetings have been held without interrup- 
tion; and it is reported that there is im- 
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provement in the attendances at the services 
both Sabbath and mid-week. The same, 
however, cannot be said of the S. S. meet- 
ings. This, I fear, is in large measure due 
to the fact that the scholars have not been 
indulged in ‘‘treats’’ as heretofore. The 
Spiritual life of the congregation is poor. 
But in this respect we are not singular, for 
it is the condition of the whole Church, in 
all its branches, throughout the Colony. 


The work among the East Indian immi- 
grants is hopeful. The statistics of this 
branch, so important to the future of the 
mission, show :— 

GatechistS iis. 0 aisse.ce Cccosrece Meer e ene 3 
Biblew om amiss... +4 ee heeee see ee Marts et 
Baptism SACU C cee iss wc ase Bitaye eee 3 
Baptisms, Children ...... ......6 ssseee 12 
GCommuniCa nts: os.c..cd.ecanst ate 24 
Marriages: sa.ce onc .-sen ceaatad gameeetes 3 
Sabbath Schools ...... ..--..2+ sssssrcves 2 
Day (ShoGls acc. a... ons eens sete eee 1. 
Ou «the Bole. .csa fescohicetl-»scorestures ree 157 
Ayerage Daily Attendance ...... .... 57 


The regular Sab. worship has been uninter- 
ruptedly conducted, and there continues a 
gratifying improvement in the attendance. 
The addition of a Bible woman to the stafi 
has proved of benefit. The daily house to 
house work of the Catechists has been faith- 
fully performed. 

Work was begun at Helena Settlement, 17 
miles from Better Hope—in May; and has 
under much difficulty been continued. It is 
important to the future of tie Mission that 
such settlements should be occupied at an 
early stage; and an effort must be made to 
maintain the work at Helena. 

The Sabbath-School work is weak through 
lack of agents; but religous instruction is 
given in the day School. The attendance at 
this has more than doubled during the year. 

Relations with the Church of Scotland and 
its ministers continue harmonious. Mr. 
Alexr. Crum Ewing’s liberality in the sup- 
port of the work has been supplemented by 
letters of kindly encouragement to the mis- 
sionary; and the courtesv and. kindness 
shown by the local authorities of the state 
must also receive mention. 

Faulty and full of shortcoming has been 
the service of the ‘‘Earthern Vessel;’’ but 
Divine Power can use unworthy means to 
accomplish His work, and in the humble de- 
pendence on the Divine Power let the work 
of the future be placed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. B. Cropper. 
Demarara, British Guiana, 
24th March, 1898. 
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AS VISIT?) TOsST LUCIA, 
By Rev. J. Morton, D.D. 
Castries, St. Lucia, 
15 April, 1898. 
Dear Mr. Scott, 

From Trinidad to St. Lucia, by French 
steamer, is twenty-three hours. 

A steamer is a floating portion of the 
country to which it belongs. On the French 
steamer I heard only a few words of Eng- 
lish on the passage. Wine and oil were the 
ehief articles of food. I was not at home. 
But the passage is direct and short and 
saves a Sunday at sea. 

I reached here on the 8th of April, and 
hope to leave on the 22nd, so half my work 
is done and I take advantage of a half hour 
to write you. 

On the 9th, I rode over a mountain 1,500 
feet high, to get to one of our stations. 
The ascent is five miles. The descent is 
nearly made in two miles. The road, is in 
places cut like a winding stair, and on the 
first trip seems distressing, 

But one gets used to almost every difficulty 
in life, and happy is the one who likes to be 
striving with difficulties. 

On Sabbath, 10th, while the people were 


gathering to fill the school-room, the child-. 


ren were tested in their Catechism and Scrip- 
ture knowledge and answered intelligently. 

At the service which followed, a man and 
his wife were baptized by the names of 
James and Alice. George 8 yrs., Amy 5 yrs., 
and Agnes 1 year, all of one family; Annie 3 
' years, and Esther 9 years, were also baptiz- 
ed; and seven persons sat down at Com- 
munion, 

My chief work on Monday, was at Forest- 
ier, 4 miles from this, where the Indians 
are settling on their own land. 

(Rev. James’ B. Cropper, on his way from 
Halifax to Demarara, while visiting St. Lu- 
cia, got a school-house built, and the school 
is now assisted by government, 

The Catechist is Henry Gajhadhar, who 
spent a year in Trinidad, to get the benefit 
of study at our Training College. So that 
Trinidad, Demarara, and St. Lucia, are all 
represented in the work at Forestier. 

Here 3 couples were married. One man 60 
years of age—one 50, and one 29 years, and 
a babe, were baptized and eight persons par- 
took of the Lord’s Supper. 

It is the custom of the Hindus to fire guns 
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when a boy is borin. None are fired for the 
girls. At Forestier two guns were fired for 
the marriages. 

On Tuesday, the 12th, I had two services 
in the Colonial Hospital, one in the men’s 
ward, where 25 were present, and the other 
in the women’s ward, where 18 were present, 
with several children and young babies. 

The women’s ward of a hospital is the 
saddest place in which I preach. Life’s out- 
look is narrow to many, but most of all to 
a Hindu woman, prematurely old, and per- 
manently anemic. 

My time is up as I leave presently hy coast- 
ing steamer for the South end of the Island. 

John Morton, 


A LETTER FROM DHAR, INDIA. 
By Dr. Margaret O’Hara. 


The end of this mission year brings me to 
the end of my first term in India, and I do 
bless God for all His loving kindness and 
tender mercies. 

My term has been an exceptionally happy 
one. Perfect health, true and loving friends, 
many and varied opportunities of service for 
the Master. 


New Dispensary. 


On June 22nd, our new dispensary was 
formally opened. All the State officials and 
over one thousand of the people of Dhar 
were present. It was a very pleasing sight 
to see the East and West meeting, not only 
to show allegiance and loyalty to our Queen 
Empress, but also to open a building which 
has for its object the carrying out of our Di- 
vine King’s command, to ‘‘preach the King- 
dom of God and to heal the sick.’’ 

The building is beautifully situated, com- 
modious, convenient, and in every way suit- 
able to our work, and well fitted to main- 
tain the reputation which Mr. Russell al- 
ready merits as a practical builder. 

The opening ceremony was performed by 
Prince Udaji Rao Powar, future Maharajah 
of Dhar. He gave a very nice address in 
English, as did also the assistant Prime 
Minister, and High Court Judge. 

The dispensary is a practicai expression of 
the interest friends in India have taken in 
our work at a time when the finances of the 
church at home were not equal to the need 
here. 
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It has been open every day but Sunday, 
since the opening. The attendance has var- 
ied, some months much higher than others 
according to the season. 


Some Pitiful Cases. 


In the time of scarcity, an old Brahmin 
came one evening to the dispensary. He was 
very ill and weak. We allowed him to re- 
main on the verandah for a few days, and 
then he went to the native rest house,where 
he died. He received nourishment from us 
each day, and when he was dying he request- 


ed that his little son should remain with . 


us. 

A few days later, a little waif who had 
been worried by a dog, came for treatment. 
On enquiry it was found that he was an or- 
phan. Gaupat, the littl Brahmin boy, 
above mentioned, asked him why he did not 


stay. The poor little fellow said he would - 


gladly do so if he might. 

In the course of a few days a third boy 
came, asking if he might leave his little par- 
alyzed sister as she was not able to walk 
about with him. She was taken but left the 
same day with some beggars. 

Not long after the brother took ill, and ke 
and his sister came to us. 

These four and many others came during 
June and July; but many of them left when 
there was a prospect of getting food in other 
ways. 

Ten of these little ones who had no one to 
care for them stayed with us ever since, and 
although we have the blind, the maimed, the 
lame and diseased, yet they are all deai 
children. Sombai looked after them as well 
as she could until Mrs. Russell returned from 
the hills, and since then their physical and 
spiritual interests have been most carefully 
looked after. The change in the children is 
very wonderful. 


° Bible Women. 


Gangabai, besides the work she does in the 
dispensary, visits several of the best famil- 
ies in Dhar, giving Bible imstruction and 
teaching the women sewing, knitting, croc- 


heting. She has always been well received. 
old woman, over sixty | 


Umabai is a dear 
years of age. She preaches the word in sea- 
son and out of season. She visits one village 
near the city twice a week, and conducts 
the services in the open dispeusary. 
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Miss Dougan had two Bible women. They 
worked together visiting Mohullas and Zen- 
anas. Since Miss Dougan went home, Mrs. 
Russell has taken one of them to help her 
with orphans. The other continues to visit 
the houses and districts as formerly. 

Vil’age Work. 

This was undertaken in company with Mr. 
and Mrs. Russell, and two catechists. Our 
plan was to camp in the large villages, and 
endeavor to reach the smaller ones from 
these. The catechists went ahead and an- 
nounced that Gospel meetings would be held, 
and medicines dispensed gratuituously. 

Perhaps the greatest attraction was little 
Margaret Heath Russell, or ‘‘Pearl’’ as she 
is called. She was a constant attraction to 
the mothers and children. 

In some of the villages the people were 
quite timid; but when we would drive 
through the village, stop for a short time, 
Pearl would at once begir to salaam, and 
smile at the people. They would come 
cautiously at first,then crowd around and ask 
questions and soon we would hear of other 
babies who were about the same age; ‘but 
who were weak, fretful, and ‘‘not like that 
baby.’’?’ As we drove back to our tents, we 
very frequently were followed by many who 
were willing to listen to the Gospel, and be 
treated for their bodily ailments. 

Mrs. Russell and I were called to many of 
the houses. We always went, 
possible took the little organ and held a 
service. We saw many pitiable sights. In 
one village a Thakurani had been ill for 
three years, and had consulted no physician, 
but as her case required surgical treatment 
she refused to have any thing done. 

In another village, we found a poor child, 
whose clothes had been burnt from his body. 
He was one sore from his neck to his thighs. 
The treatment his friends had given him was 
to apply coal oil and ashes, 

In a third village we saw an old woman, 
whose arm had been broken six weeks pre- 
viously, and nothing done for it. 

In the Bhil country we found the people 
so kind and simple. They seemed so grateful 
for anything that was done for them. In 
fact all the village people were. 

In one Thakur village, the Thakur gave an 
order that all the people were to come in the 
evening to a meeting which was to be held 


and when 


1898 


in the courtyard. This was one of the most 
inspiring meetings we had, men, women, 
and children, including the Thakur’s grand- 
mother, mother, sisters and other members 
of the family, who occupied an upper room 
overlooking the yard where they could hear 
the hymns and preaching, and see the pic- 
tures representing the life of Christ, Mrs. 
Russell and I afterwards paid a couple of 
visits to the women, 

We were not always so well received. In 
one village where we spent several days we 
were unable to reach the women. On the 
evening of the third day we weie called toa 
house in which a number of women were 
gathered. -We had sung several hymns and 
had begun to tell them God’s way of Sal- 
vation, when we heard a shout outside. The 
women fied. One poor creature was met at 
the door by her enraged husband, and beat- 
en unmercifully. 

We left the place feeling very badly because 
the message that should have brought peace 
to those women was the means of adding 
another burden to the already wernty suffer- 


ers. 
Sehool Work. 


This was begun in Dhar, by Miss Dougan, 
and carried on from the first amidst great 
difficulties. During the past year not one of 
the least of these was Miss Dougan’s own 
weakness; but during it all she worked on 
bravely until forced to give up anu go home, 
The last quarter has been freer from holi- 
days, and the attendance more regular than 
the previous one. 

Part of the year there were three teachers; 
but one had to give up in December on ac- 
eount of illness. 


Sunday Schools. 


There are two girls’ S.S. in conneetion with — 


the day schools. The attendance is about the 
same as on week days. A bright card is 
given each girl on Sabbath, and the little 
girls seem to enjoy learning the verses and 
singing the hymns. 

In the dispensary building all the Christ- 
fan children meet an hour before the even- 
ing service. We follow the International 
Series of S. S. Lessons, and enjoyed very 
much last year’s study in Acts. Since the 
orphans came, they also attend, and have 
learned all the Golden Texts and several 
hymns. These they learn during the week; 
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but repeat them on Sabbath. Several of the 
children in this school profess to have had a 
change of heart. May they all be Christ’s 
Jittle ones. 

Retrospective. 

No baptisms to report this year from the 
work; but we know that many have heard 
the word, and many profess to believe that 
it is true: but they shrink as yet from con- 
fessing that Jesus is the Son of God and 
their Saviour. We have enjoyed great hap- 
piness in the work, and the workers have 
grown in grace, 

Sonibai has been a great comfort, and has 
grown much more in the Christian life than 
many who have been longer in the way. 
Marian and Hira have a good example to 
follow. 

Miss Dougan’s illness and going home were 
a great disappointment and trial to her as 
well as to all the members of the mission; 
but more especially to those who were more 
intimately associated with her; but we know 
that ‘‘all things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose.’’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Russell, by their sympathy, 
council, prayers, and sweet home infiuence, 
have done so much to make work a joy. 

Looking back over the year just closing, 
my heart can only find expression in, ‘‘Bless 
the Lord O my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits.’ - 

The following are the statistics : 

(The Rupee (R.) represents about one third 
of a dollar. We have omitted, 
the smaller coins.— fd. | 


in printing, 


R. 
Fees sand: Salesay 5%. wcbe seeteet saad hess 212 
Donations towards Hospital : 
Already + Reportediaih. claws. Se 2652 
ee. (NCA ENOISI DOP? f.ck..: Rae. .abeeee os stake 2652 
Miss PR hOmSOnNS 6..te rsa aite- carte VEAL J if 
Miss. Dougan woan.. areisihsd..d.at-nia... Fee 100 
Mrs. Wilkie: ..28..on.duse conta. fe > 50 
Misst White es. ston. ich at Relais. £0 
Miss*-Gamipbell wis Oe Iie xa, 20. 2 20 
Burgoyne & Burbidges ...... ...... ...... £2 
Inepatlonts a4 mecartaks scabies sets e.se 63 
HomeRatientew, oir att ina eae eh 257 
Treatments in Houses ...... 0 2.0... ...... 619 
Treatments in Villages ...... .2....0%:.: 1,168 
Dispensary Patients) s.... s.... ...-. ... 5,684 
Treatments in Dispensary ...... ...... 10,078 
Total Number of Treatments ... ........ 11,860 
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INDIA’S SORROWS—THE LEPERS. 
By Rev. Norman Russell. 


At every crowded street corner in the large 
cities of Central and Northern India, in every 
thronged thoroughfare, by the gates of the 
temples, or on the market place, they are to 
be seen; bent, decrepit, with haggard pain- 
worn faces, and clothed in miserable rags. 

One has to conquer repulsion even to stop 
and talk with them, for they look still more 
forbidding at near sight. The black glazed 
stumps from which the toes have been rot- 
ted away, the maimed hands in all stages of 
decay, some with the first joints gone, some 
without fingers, and hardly able to grasp 
their rude crutches, and worse still tle fes- 
tering sores bound with dirty rags: the mar- 
red faces and blinded eyes-—oh, how the 
weight of human suffering and human mis- 
ery presses upon one’s soul as he realises the 
terrible condition of the lepers. 

There are some among the people of India 
who do not insist on the lepers leaving the 
home, but for the most part they are out- 
casts, wandering beggars, without friend or 
shelter. At times they can work as watch- 
men, but for the most part their disease for- 
bids all manual labor and they are thrown 
on the cold charity of unfeeling India. 

In the city of Ujjain where they congre- 
gate in such great numbers on account of 
its being a holy city, their haunts are the 
shallow stone alcoves down by the river- 
side, through whose unprotected openings 
the damp mist pours in during the rainy 
season, and on whose inhospitable floors 
with nothing to cover them but their thin 
cotton rags they have to spend the long 
nights of the cold season. 

Even this miserable shelter is at times de- 
nied them, and out on the bare stones or 
pressed up under the eaves against the wall 
their fever burned bodies seek some slight 
protection from the cold and rain. 

It is computed that in some parts of India 
one out of every 200 people is a leper, and 
when one remembers that as a rule they 
leave the villages and congregate in the cen- 
tres of population, it is easily seen how 
numerous in some of these centres they often 
times must be. 

Few sights are sadder than the leper 
groups, especially in the ragged, dirty and 
poverty-stricken condition in which India’s 


THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD. 


JUNE 


people have left them. Can you wonder 
that men have felt the sight of them haunt- 
ing their minds for days and weeks and that 
human nature turns from them in disgust. 

And yet Jesus did not. The ‘‘unclean, un- 
clean’’ had no terrors for Him. His _ heart 
went out to them in their sorrow, He 
stretched forth His hand and touched them 
ing their minds for days and weeks, and that 
lepers in Jesus. We may not be able to 
cure them, but we can lighten their sultier- 
ings, make life brighter and bring them hope 
and joy for the life to come. There is only 
one solution to the leper problem—we must 
do with them as Jesus did. 

What the lepers want is Jesus Christ and 
Christ’s treatment—something of love and 
kindness, someone to care for them and 
bring them relief. There seems a hunger in 
these poor souls for the Christ message and 
a readiness to receive it, and the results 
among them are often quick and true. They 
had been teaching a number of them every 
morning at the Mission Hospital, Ujjain, 
and it was my great privilege one day to be 
called up as a member of Session to examine 
six of them for baptism. 

We questioned them carefully and closely 
and decided to baptise them all. Mr. Jamie- 
son tells of the day on which they were bap- 
tised, of how they stood up trembling and 
afraid, for, however much they despised 
them, the Hindus did not want even lepers 
to become Christians, and had filled their 
minds with stories of the awful things that 
would happen them on the day of baptism. 
Fearful and yet determined they rose and 
with their stumps of hands pulled off their 
turbans to receive the visible sign of union 
with Christ, surprised and yet joyful at its 
simplicity. 

The persistency with which these converts, 
dull witted on account of their dis2ase, 
pored over their letters till they leavned ta 
read, their regularity at Church services, 
their reverence for their Bibles whicn they 
wculd wrap up so carefully in a cloth for 
tne purpose, their desire to proclaim ihe 
message and have others share in their joy, 
were surely a sufficient reward for the hours 
spent in teaching them and leading them to 
Christ. 

But to treat them properly and carry on 
this work most successfully the lepers shoulda 
be segregated. Not only are they thus bet- 
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ter cared for and made more comfortable, 
but they are away from outside influences, 
away from the grasp of caste and more 
ready to follow the Spirit’s guidance. 

For the sake of others also, that the dis- 
ease may not spread, is this segregation ne- 
‘cessary. To this end leper hospitals or asy- 
lums have been erected in many places 
throughout India, some under Government 
and some under Missionary control. The 
ideal home of the leper, however, is that un- 
der Christian influence. 

A pathetic story is told of several lepers 
coming to an asylum and not being admit- 
ted by the native doctor, because they were 
Christians. For eight days they sat out on 
the roadside, unwilling to deny their faith, 
till at last their constancy was rewarded 
and the doctor gave in through fear of his 
conduct being reported to the authorities. 

Nor could anything be more ideal than 
some of those comfortable yet inexpensive 
leper hospitals which have been built. Good 
food, comfortable shelter, and clean sur- 
roundings, with these and the _ blessed 
Gospel to cheer and bring its message of 
hope, life is renewed to the poor sufferers. - 

Another fruit of this segregation is often 
times in the salvation from disease of the 
children who are separated and cared for. 

But tle work is just in its infancy; we 
have no asylum at all in Central India, 
though many many lepers. Much remains to 
be done when means and men are forthcom- 
ing to do it. It is a repulsive work, and 
has many disappointments. The fruits are 
gathered in oft times only to be taken away 
by death, and yet it is a work that those 
who participate in it learn to deeply love, 
and the patient uncomplaining sufferers 
grow into their hearts. 

It is a_ difficult work, but it has its re- 
wards. It is told of Dr. John New- 
ton, of Subathu, who tended the lepers and 
eared for them as a mother for her children, 
that when he died, all of his loved lepers 
who could move crawled to the grave side 
to see the last of their devoted friend. 


OUR FAMINE ORPHANS IN INDIA. 


Ujjain India, 14 April, 1898. 
Dear Mr. Scott, 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada res- 
ponded nobly to the appeal from India for 
funds to gather in and maintain the orphans 
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that were cast helplessly among) their own 
unsympathetic and cruel people. 

Many of these children have been taken in- 
to our Mission and I trust that mo one for a 
moment will think that these boys will be 
brought up in idleness and luxury. On the 
contrary they are being trained in sucha 
way that when they go forth into the world 
they will be able to earn an honest liveli- 
hood, look aiter their own affairs, and serve 
the one living and true God. 

When our Presbytery undertook this work 
every effort was made to conduct the differ- 
ent orphanages on as cheap a scale as possi- 
ble. A committee was appointed to obtain 
information from other missions where or- 
phans were being trained. This committee 


brought in a most exhaustive report, from 
which the Presbytery was able to draft 
rules, etc. 


In Dhar there are twenty-five orphans. All 
the boys are destined to learn agriculture. 
Mr. Russell has been given plenty of good 
land for this purpose, and every facility is 
afforded for carrying on this work. 

In Mhow there is about the same number. 
Shoemaking and weaving are being taught. 
The cloth that is woven is principally for 
native wear. 

Indore is supporting fifty-eight boys. Eigh- 
teen are learning carpentery, twenty shce- 
making, and twenty weaving. ‘he shoves 
that are turned out from our orpianages 
are of a fine quality; good leather is used, 
and competent shoemakers are employed to 
teach the boys. Many of these shoes are sold 
to Europeans, ana give entire satisfaction. 

Education is not neglected. It is very en- 
couraging to see how readily many of the 
boys take to their lessons. 

They are fed on two meals per ‘day, ard 
are made to sleep on mats on the floor as 
they were formerly compelled to do. 

I was informed by the treasurer that the 
cost of the food is about seventy-five cents 
per month for each boy. The food is cooked 
by the boys themselves, who take turns and 
are thus taught how to prepare their own 
meals. 

On visiting these orphanages I was parti- 
cularly struck with the discipline that pre- 
vailed. The children are not at all unruly, 
but exceedingly well behaved. Their conduct 
in church is especially commendable. 

Mr. Wilkie says: ‘‘They are better behaved 
than such a crowd of boys would be at 
home, but not by any means all angels.’’ 

‘Suffer little children to come unto me, 
and forbid them not: for of such is the king- 
dom of Heaven.’’ 

Yours faithfully, 
C. R. Woods. 
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AT WORK AMONG THE BHILS. 


A most interesting letter from Rev. Dr. 
Buchanan, of the beginning cof his work 
among the Bhils. 


ay 


After a somewhat trying furlough, I land- 
ed in India, on the 26th day wf Dec., ’97, 
having left in Canada _ those nearest and 
dearest. As the season was already far ad- 
vanced, necessary arrangements to get out 
into the Bhil jungle were made with all pos- 
sible speed. 

During these preparations I was able to 
visit;—Rutlam, where Dr. and, Mrs. Campbell 
very kindly insisted on my having my head- 
quarters with them;—-Mhow and Indore the 
oldest of our stations;—-—Ujjain, dear especial- 
ly for the associations which cling around 
those years of joy and sorrow, when we 
were there by God’s help laying the found- 
ation of the Mission:—the Mission house, 
every stone of which was laid with anxiety 
and care,——-the substantial two storey hos yi- 
tal, that was such a means of bless.ng, 
not only in treating the suffering sick after 
construction, but during the process of erect- 
ion, teaching us to rest and trust for the 
wherewithal,and more for freedom from anx- 
iety and care amid the perplexities of build- 
ing operations, and consequently a real mis- 
sionary agency to the labourers who helped 
in its construction; the little grave in a lone 
ly land where we filled in the roses and our 
grief together, waiting the resurrection 
morn; the little band of native Christians; 
Unkar and Luchman two of the poor lepers 
we had wept with and laboured for, rejoic- 
ing in the love of Jesus, greet us with glad 
words of thankfulness to Almighty God and 
His unworthy servant, and in all we hear a 
voice urging us on that the gospel may be 
preached to the Bhils also. Then a brief run 
to Neemuch, and off we go with mingled feel- 
ings of joy and sorrow, fear ard confidence, 
to take up in real earnest the arduous, but 
long cherished Mission to the Bhils of Cen- 
tral India. 

I left Rutlam on the 7th, and arrived in 
Amkhut, Ali Rajpur State, on the 11th of 
January, 1898. 

After coming to Amkhut. this wildest of 
the Bhil jungles, some of ‘the conclusions I 
had come to from previous experience, and 
had begun to act upon as to plan of opera- 
tions, in opening up work among these 
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strong, timid, simple people, were strength- 
ened as to their correctness, but the difficult- 
ies of carrying them out became even great 
er than I had anticipated. 

I had proposed that the process of erecting 
the Mission buildings should be in itself a 
Mission agency, making the _ erection of 
them a blessing, socially, educationally, and 
spiritually. 

Some of our missionary brethren, kindly 
thinking of our struggles in Ujjain, without 
building accomodation, said, before we went 
on furlough, that ere we came back they 
would have a Mission house erected for us. 

Feeling very strongly that the constructing 
of the building as an initial step in opening 
up this new work among these intersting 
people would either be a greac help or de- 
cided hindrance, and seeing no possibility, 
under the circumstances, of the work being 
accomplished so as to produce the end de- 
sired, I was regretfully compelled to counsel 
against anything being undertaken in that 
direction during our absence. 

1. These buildings must be erected in such 
a way as to bring us in favorable contact 
with the people in the neighborhood. Fear 
and suspicion must give place to confidence 
and trust. We must know one another, and 
so we may be a help to them socially. 

2. We must make the erection of these 
buildings the most practical kind of techni- 
cal school, in the present condition perhaps 
more necessary than book learning. 

3. This work must be a means of reaching 
the people with the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
This last, first in importance, will be most 
truly attainable by means of the successful 
carrying out of the other two. 

To come into favorable contact with the 
people, and’ to teach them something of the 
mechanical arts, two or three practical 
things were clearly necessary. (a) These 
buildings must not be erected by a contract- 
or, Hindoo or Mohammedan, who generally 
has no other motive than to make as much 
as he can, by fair or especially by foul 
means, out of both the Mission and the la- 
borers. 

(b) Those associated with the Missionary, 
either in building or domestic work, must be 
men actuated by the principles of the Christ- 
ian religion, otherwise we shall be an offence 
in the land. 

But, what then shall be done for a cook; 
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for masons, carpenters, brickmakers, stone 
dressers, plank sawyers, etg tor there are 
no Christians in this section of India, quali- 
fied for such work. 

For all these occupations I had plenty of 
applications from Hindoos and Mohammed- 
‘ans. At first I resisted on high principle. 
Then later, with a kind of high dogged de- 
termination that I was right in this plan, 
and must not be beaten, J took one of my 
orphan boys and another Christian lad as 
my household servants. They knew how to 
make porridge, and boil a pot of rice. One 
day, one of our senior missi »naries, feeling 
anxious as to what the result of such diet 
might be sent me a Hindoo cook, whom 
I was obliged to return with thanks. The 
boys Ithink are making progress in more 
ways than one. 

On my coming into the district, there was 
manifest a feeling of uneasiness,fear,and dis- 
trust. Some said I had come to grind them, 
and to kill their oxen with work. They 
hasted to get their grain tramped out on the 
old fashioned threshing fioors, that it might 
be sold, and then they would be ready, eith- 
er, if so compelled, to fall under the yoke of 
this new form of tyranny or to flee from 
their mountain homes before the face of the 
white man. ; 

In sucha situation it was necessary to 
wait’’?; wait on God, and on the people 
whom He had sent us to save, but who so 
misunderstood our Mission. 

It was not wonderful that none were will- 
ing to come and help us with the work. 
The officials of the state (Hindoo) very 
kindly offered to give an order, and have as 
many men collected as we required, and some 
of them openly prophesied, that only in that 
. way would we be able to get the services 
of any. 

That course being out cf harmony with 
our plans of operation, we of course could 
not accept of the offer so kindly intended. 

Accordingly we had a little period of tar- 
rying. We waited quietly there, between the 
mountains, feeling as dependent upon God 
for the success of our Mission, as David for 
his life, when he hid in the mountain sides 
f1cm the face of Saul. 

We chatted with those we came in contact 
with, explaining our mission of peace and 
good will, that nothing would be taxen from 
any one by force, that no man or beast 
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would be compelled to work for us. There 
was plenty of employment for those who° 
wished to work, and they would be paid re- 
gularly for it. But it must be only of their 


choice. 
By and by, one, Chameria, a boy of ten 
years, who was living alongside our tent, 


being a little more bold than the average, 
and having seen more of us than others, 
ventured to work one day cutting a little 
grass for my pony. He got his pay in the 
evening. His confidence was increased, and 
he asked if he could bring other boys. The 
result was that next day he brought three 
other boys, about the same size as himself 
and with tlis little band I started out to 
one of the hills, where lime was to be found, 
and thus the work of building Mission. 
house, hospital, schools, was begun. 

Day by day the numbers increased, shew- 
ing that the people were learning to trust 
us, and evening by evening, all were paid in 
cent and half cent coins (pice and double 
pice)their daily earnings. And so in this 
short time the impossible has been accom- 
plished, the Bhils in large numbers are free- 
ly coming to the work. 

They worked very much as they liked at 
first. There is a troublesome, beautiful 
spirit of independence and se!f will in the 
Bhil, as contrasted with the more docile 
Hindoo. Discipline and order are not hered- 
itary in him. It has been a. little perplexing, 
almost annoying, but also instructive, to see 
how they come very muck wken they like, 
and go when they please, dao what they wish 
to do and refuse to do what does not suit 
their inclination. 

To the ‘‘Sahib’’ in India, accustomed out- 
wardly at least, to have the most humble 
consent to every order he may choose to 
give, it is rather startling, something be- 
tween the sublime and the ridiculous, to re- 
ceive from a naked Bhil, in reply to a com- 
mand, ‘“‘Dig out lime stone.’’ ‘‘No, I will 
break stone,’’ and to find that he is able to 
preserve a vestige of authority only by say- 
ing, ‘‘very well you break stone.”’ 
eases they would afterwards 
ease 

For the first month, and even up to the 
present time, I have had to feel my way very 
cautiously. We consult their wishes as far 
as possible, yielding in unimportant,and also 
in important, matters,, so long as we do not 


In some 
“repent and 
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need to sacrifice principle, always watching 
to make advance. 

For example, after some exercises of pa- 
tience, the time came when I was able to 
say, without giving offence to anyone, 
“Women and children shall break stone, and 
no man save Mal Singh (the lame man) shall 
do that work.’’? That was ¢« real advance. 

Another was made when I took advantage 
of the opportunity of goiig with Capt. 
Holmes at pay hour, to see the bear he had 
shot within afew hundred yards of our 
work, assuring the laborers I would pay 
them the following evening for the two days, 
which of course IJ was very careful not to 
allow anything to interfere with my doing. 
This little trial of their faith did them 
good. 

Accordingly, instead of the burdensome ne- 
cessity of paying about 140 persons every 
night in copper coin, I was able, not with- 
out some apprehension, to announce one 
Monday morning that it was burdensome, 
both to them and to me, to be paying every 
night, and as they have now’ been long 
enough with us to see that we are honest, 
and in the fear of God always paid all we 
owed, I had decided hereafter to pay every 
Saturday night, and would only write the 


names of those who were willing to work in 
this way. 


A few, but only a few, were stil! so much 


afraid, that they were not willing to trust 
us for a week, but we got more names of- 


fered than we needed. 

A piece of an old iron rail from the rail- 
road, hung up, makes a good bell, and being 
used to call the people together for work, 
pay, roll call or prayers, at definite times, 
is a help in matters of discipline. 


I relate these little incidents, which may 
not be understood, but without which the 
york we have in hand cannot be appreciated. 
We believe that under the blessing of God it 
is attention to these small matters that will 
make our Mission successful. Already, step 
by step, with very much Ist to be accom- 
plished, we feel we are gainiig ground in 
discipline and order, without perhaps the 
people being conscious of the fact. 

In beginning the building work, I was at 
once fairly confronted with this problem. 
None of the Bhils here are acquainted with 
the mechanical arts. The work must be done 
by them. Then who will] teach them? Not 
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Hindoos or Mohommedans, for the reasons 
above stated and also the fact that they 
look upon the wild Bhil of the jungie as 
‘‘Bandar log’? ‘‘monkey people,’’ and hence 
have no sympathy with them or faith in 
their ability to learn. 

Intelligent Christian artisans,.I have not 
as yet been able to obtain. The native 
Christians who are with us have not had ac- 
quaintance with such work, so the Mission- 
ary in the meantime must be brick-maker, 
master mason, stone-dresser and carpenter, 
as well as builder and contractor. 

So off with his biack coat, and down on 
all fours with a brick mould in one hand, 
and a heap of prepared mud jin the other, 
he shews them how to make brick. 

It is not a clean job, but there is what is 
more important, a clean lesson in it. And 
so on with other necessary work. 

With simply commendable zeal and earnest- 
ness his example is followed by the native 
Christians, who trample in the dust that 
deep rooted Indian prejudice, not always 
eradicated at conversion, that it is degrad- 
ing for an educated man to labor with his 
hands. So we have Bapu helping those mak- 
ing bricks and doing yeoman service. 

His thoughts as he worked with his little 
gang of men women and children were not 
merely of mud and clay, for he said they are 
like the children of Israel in Egypt. He 
looked a little puzzled when I asked him 
who Pharoah might be and who the task 
master? However he seemed to rejoice in the 
thought that it is not only in making brick 
that we were like Israel in Egypt, but in 
being at the time near to deliverance. 

Already the small pittance they receive for 
day labor, is freeing them the grinding ex- 
tortionate money lender. May that be, as I 
believe it will, but a first step in their eman- 
cipation body and soul. 

Govind Prasad, the compounder, often ad- 
dressed by the respectable title ‘‘doctor Sa- 
hib”’ is with those who with country axes 
and adzes are hewing our door frames. 
These door frames are rough uncouth struct- 
ures, but they are door frames, and I see in 
them great promise of what in two or three 
years this sctool of practical art will do. 

Chanoo is a man whom I have always 
thought of as one who could sing the native 
Bhajans (hymns) with taste, and make a fair 
attempt at preaching, but whoever thought 
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of his taking a gang of men and going out 
into the quarry, breaking and shaping the 
hard grey stone, and teaching those with 
him how to do so, 

Jairam is making himself useful, buying 
with scrupulous conscientiousness the neces- 
sary tools and appliances, to put up our 
first building, anc then again, joined by 
Chanoo, he is working hard (as we all are) 
learning and teaching wall building. 

Our orphan boys also turn in and help 
with a willing hand and heart. This neces- 
sity is a blessing unto them also. Let those 
who slander native Christians in India as 
being nothing but ‘‘rice Christians,’’ take a 
peep at them at work here, laboring with 
head and hands, day after day, in the firm 
hope and earnest prayer that as they thus 
labor, they may be able to find an entrance 
into the heart of these needy people with the 
precious Gospel we have gone to proclaim. 
We are indebted to Dr. Fraser Campbell, for 
the loan of Jairam and Bapu from Rutlam, 

We have not done a great deal in medical 
work, but a little has been done. 
may deserve special mention. 
Kalaya, got a nasty 


One case 
A young man 
rip on the leg to the 
bone by a wild boar. Getting word I went 
at once. The ugly wound was disinfected, 
washed, and the red flesh drawn together 
over the exposed bone. 

While a number of stitches were being put 
in and bandages put on, the young man held 
his own leg, giving no other sign of pain 
than that betrayed by the cold beads of per- 
piration standing on his nose and forehead. 

That helped to draw us together. As the 
sufferer and the friends looking on saw the 
gaping hideous wound close at the touch of 
the Christian doctor, they seemed to _ feel 
that something more was being done for 
them than had been heretofore, while I felt 
an increasing desire to be made a blessing to 
this timid, but plucky people. 

What the real advance in Spiritual light 
may be, as we have mingled with them and 
tried quietly to make known the Word day 
by day, we cannot say. But such words as 
the following, from a people noted for truth- 
fulness, in answer to a statement of man’s 
sin, man’s need, and the remedy; ‘‘Yes those 
are the words;’’ ‘‘We never heard anything 
like that before;’’ are encouraging. 

That trust and confidence, in this particu- 
lar section, has to some extent taken the 
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place of the dread with which they looked 
upon us at first, a little incident may help 
to make clear. 

As I was returning in the early night on 
my pony from Rajpur, coming along the 
winding cart road in the jungle, within half 
a mile of the building work, I heard the 
voices of those who were wending their way 
home. 

A sudden turn around a bush revealed to 
them, close at hand, a man on horse back. 
With a warning cry and instinctive spring 
like a brood of wild partridge, young and 
old fied behind some bush or hiding place, 
It was the work of a moment. 

The next, some one sang out in a happier 
key, “Babarhai,y siti) Babe | hai.’ ‘‘It “is 
father, it is only father.’’ And then out 
they came from their shelter, some twenty or 
thirty, with joyful expressions of greeting, 
as trustful as the mother vrood when shel- 
tered beneath the protecting wings. 

ee ee a ee 
SEVEN YEARS TRIAL. 

“Seven years ago’’ says Rev. S. E. Young, 
of Newark, New Jersey, ‘‘four fellow stu- 
dents of mine used to spice their meals at 
the restaurant and enliven the late evenings 
with a little Rhenish wine or other mild in- 
toxicant. They were studying for the minis- 
try. 

After three years I saw ome of them in 
New York about as low down in the scale 
as a man ean get. 

A year later a second of the four, whose 
father all the Christian world knows, died 
from the effects of a drunken debauch, leav- 
ing an inconsolable family. 

I have just returned from a visit to the 
third in the insane asylum. He was the 
brightest and winesomest of the group, 
of exquisitely delicate mould, yet im- 
mensely capable every way. He drank to 
excess; then read in Conan Doyle’s book how 
the detective injected cocaine and, in a 
gloomy mood, tried the experiment. For 
more than a year, excepting the brief hours 
when he escaped and drugged himself again, 
he has been incarcerated in a ward with the 
demented. 

The other member of the four saw the 
hand-writing on the wall and slowed up. All 
this—I have given but the bare epitome—in 
seven, I might say less than six years! My 
dear fellow, let the stuff alone.’’ 
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APPEAL FROM HONAN. 


Chang Te Fu, Honan, China. 
Jan, 26, 1898. 


Dear Mr. Mackay: 

[ enclose you the following appeal, that 
you may send it to the ‘‘Presbyterian Re- 
cord,’’ with the prayer that God may use it 
for the quickening of his people. 

The paramount duty of the Church of God 
to-day, is to obey Christ’s resurrection com- 
mand, ‘‘Go ye into all the world and preach 
the Gospel to every creature.’’ The binding 
obligation of this command is only limited 
by the Church’s ability to carry it out. In 
this world-wide warfare the Son of God ex- 
pects every follower to spend and be spent. 

The example of Christ in redeeming us at 
such a cost,ought to be the limit of our en- 
deavor. The Redeemer of the world poured 
out His soul unto death. His wail of an- 
guish comes sounding down through the 
eenturies. ‘‘I am a worm and no mand, a re- 
proach of men and despised of the people.’’ 
“T am poured out like water, my strength 
is dried up, my tongue cleaveth to my jaws, 
and thou hast brought me into the dust of 
death.’’ ‘‘My God, my God, why hast Thou 
forsaken me?’”? And wherefore all tlis woe? 
‘““That the ends of the world shall remember 
and turn unto the Lord, and _ all the kin- 
dreds of the nations shall worship before 
Thee. For the kingdom is the Lord’s and 
He is Governor among the nations.’’ 

As with Christ so with His servants; the 
cross must come before the crown. The ser- 
vants must lose their lives in order to save 
them. They must, like the Master, perish, or 
they abide alone. There are such servants 
in the church, but, they are the exception. 
Any approximate approach to the Saviour’s 
sacrifice is remote from most of us. 

We think that if we had been standing there 
by the cross when He eried, ‘‘I thirst,’’ 
we would never have mocked Him with bit- 
ter vinegar, but would have quenched His 
thirst with the most cooling draught that 
Jerusalem could supply. He thirsts on stiil; 
for that ‘‘I thirst’? had a deeper meaning 
He verily thirsted for earth’s benighted mil- 
lions. 

That soul thirst of His cannot he satis- 
fied, until we offer the cup of Salvation, 
even to the least of these His brethren. 
Christ has multitudes of brethren in the 
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Rome blighted lands of South America, amid 
the jungles of Africa, on the burning plains 
of India, in the myriad homes of China, and 
in the islands of the ocean. Them also He 
must bring for He has purposed to have one 
fold. God is no respecter of persons. ‘‘For 
whosoever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.’’ ‘‘How then skall they 
call on Him in whom they have not believed? 
And how shall they believe in Him of whom 
they have not heard? And how shall they 
hear without a preacher? And how shall 
they preach except they be sent? ”’ 

We Anglo-Saxons have become possessed of 
very much of the earth’s surface, but we 
have no monopoly of Salvation. The im- 
mense possessions of our empire only empna- 
size the tremendous obligations which the 
Master has laid upon us. 

We too, must do something for China, in 
the hour of her extremity. Russia covets her 
northern provinces, France her southern, 
and Germany her central. China has fallen 
among thieves, but we must not pass by on 
the other side. The greed and injustice of 
nations shall not thwart God’s plans. In 
the multitude which no man can number, 
China’s millions shail have a place. 

Millions of the Chinese have been given in 
trust to the Presbyterian Church in Canada. 
We must evangelize them. But at the present 
rate of effort we cannot discharge our obli- 
gations to them. We have eight ordained 
missionaries on the Honan field, but the 
ordained men for the Toronto churches num- 
ber twenty-six, and there is six times as 
much money spent to supply the Presbyter- 
ians in Toronto, with the ‘ospel, as is 
spent to supply the Honanese. 

We live in a city at least half as populous 
as Toronto. Besides, in this county there 
are about three thousand towns and villag- 
es. These villages vary in size, a small one 
having about one hundred inhabitants, a 
large one about two thousand. It would be 
safe to say that this county has four times 
the population of Toronto, a city whose 
churches are manned by about two hundred 
and fifty ministers in addition to a host of 
elders, deacons, Sunday-school teachers, and 
Christian workers. 

But besides the county in wnich we live, 
there are seven others in connection with 
this Chang Te Fu station. Namely: five in 
Honan, and two in Chih Li. adjoining, or 
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altogether, a district in which are eight 
cities, twenty towns, and about six thous- 


and five hundred villages. 

The unoccupied territory is so vast, and 
the men on the field so few that Chang Te 
Fu can only have two preaching mission- 
aries, besides the medical missionary. Thus 
each preaching missionary at this station 
has a parish of four cities, ten towns, and 
more than three thousand villages. 

Is it fair to send so few out here, and keep 
so many in the home land? Can we satistfy 
our King that we have made a fair distri- 
bution of the forces? The orders are ‘‘preach 
the Gospel to every creature.’’ My parish 
here has more villages than the whole Paris 
Presbytery has families. If a minister at 
home had a parish of four hundred families, 
he would get an assistant. In this district 
there are single villages with that many fam- 
flies. If in Canada, it takes line upon line, 
precept upon precept, here a little and there 
a little, before the people become wise unto 
salvation, much more is it true of the Chin- 
ese, where we have first to tear down false 
beliefs, and clear away the rubbish of ages. 

The vastness of the work here almost 
overwhelms us. We would gladly preach the 
Gospel to the great host, but it is beyond 
our strength. God will not hold us account- 
able for all of them. We shall so strive to la- 
bor that the Master can say of us, ‘‘He hath 
done what he could.’’ But if tens of thous- 
ands perish here in Honan, I firmly believe 
that our church shall be accountable at the 
Judgment seat of Christ. Of neighboring 
missions, the nearest on the west is one 
hundred and thirty miles; the nearest on the 
north is eighty miles; and the nearest on the 
North East is one hundred and fifteen miles 
away. It is about as if there were small 
churches in Toronto, London, Orillis, and 
Belleville and all the rest of Ontario were in 
heathen darkness. 

But even this way of putting it does not 
convey an adequate idea of the work to be 
done, because the villages out here are about 
as numerous as the farm-steads in Ontario. 
From the drum tower in this city on a clear 
day, I could look over a territory in which 
are as many Chinese as there are Presbyter- 
ians in the Dominion. 

Throughout this Chang Te Fu field about 
two thousand five bundred die every month. 
Remember this is equal to the largest con- 


THER PRESBYTERIAN RECORD. 


165 


gregation in our church, and would that they 


had 
viour. 

They eternally perish. Appalling thought! 
Let no one be lulled by Satan into the be- 
lief “it is well’? with the heathen who die 
without the Gospel. 

Yet this not all. JI have not spoken of 
Chu Wang and Hsin Chen Stations, which 
each embrace a territory even more popu- 
lous than this of Chang Te Fu. 

But besides these three stations we could 
open four more, to the south and west, with- 
out interfering with our neighbors, each hav- 
ing a population equal to the Province of 
Quebec. This would give to our church a 
field with about forty cities, more than one 
hundred towns averaging from one to fifty 
thousand inhabitants, and upwards of forty 
thousand villages. 

Think of it! A population more than twice 
that of Canada from ocean to ocean, dying 
at the rate of at least three hundred thous- 
and every year! A multitude passing into 
Christless graves every year, equal to the 
cities of Ottawa, Montreal and Quebec. 

To save such a multitude of souls our 
church has sent out one man for every mil- 
lion, while she keeps at home one ordained 
man for every five hundred. Surely this does 
not look as if we acted up to ‘‘Freely ye 
have received, freely give.’’ 

Many seem to think that the church has 
about reached the limit of her missionary ef- 
fort. Is it possible that less than two 
cents a week per member, for foreign mis- 
sions, is the limit of our sacrifice for Him 
who purchased souls at such a cost? 

The liquor bill of the Dominion averages 
about fifteen cents a week for every man, 
woman and child. The devil certainly re- 
ceiveSs a much more handsome tribute than 
the King of kings. 

I verily believe that the Son of God would 
have us preach the Gospe] to these ten mil- 
lions during this generation. His business 
requires haste. To seek first the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness is our only safe- 
ty. But at the present rate of expenditure 
in men and means, Christ’s kingdom cannot 
come among the Honanese during this gener- 
ation. 

‘Have faith in God,’ say some. True, 
without faith wecan do nothing. But 
why have faith in Honan, any more than in 


only for once heard of Jesus our Sa- 
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Ontario. Why not believe that the Presby- 
terians in Canada would be even more abun- 
dantly blessed by keeping fewer at home, 
while sending more abroad? The Moravians 
were thus blessed. So also were the Her- 
mansburgers. 

Knox College graduates three times as 
many men each year as the whole church 
supports in Honan, and the smallest medi- 
eal school in the Dominion turns out more 
doctors every year, than our whole medical 
force. God would have us pity His needy 
ones in China, but why expect Him to do 
miracles any more readily in China than in 
Canada? 

Some try to throw off responsibility by 
saying, ‘‘Oh, I believe in using natives.” 
We also believe in using natives, but, as a 
rule, natives supported by native Christians. 
We must beware lest we pauperize, 

However, natives must be converted and 
trained before they can be used. This takes 
time. Meanwhile the people are perishing at 
a rate that in seventeen years would depop- 
ulate the Dominion. 

Would it not be more in accord with the 
Divine plan to send us one hundred out ot 
the eleven hundred ministers and probation- 
ers of our church, that we might place two 
in each of the forty cities above mentioned, 
and let the other twenty roam at large 
preaching the Gospel amoung the one hundred 


towns, and more than forty thousand vil- 
lages? 
But why reason of the needs of this field 


any longer? It is ten years since we left 
Toronto for Honan. To say that our church 
has so far discharged her obligations to the 
Honanese, is trifling with a great trust. We 
ought to have done more; we could have 
done more, and now we must do more, if 
we wish to escape the Master’s condemna- 
tion. 

Oh, that we would take time to think 
about the appalling needs of these millions. 
Could we but in imagination put ourselves 
in the place of these perishing ones. No 
Bible, no prayer, no hope, no heaven: noth- 
ing but a dread looking forward to a mid- 
night future. We should do unto others as 
we would have others do unto us, 

Those early heralds of the cross, who 
brought the Lamp of Life te Britain’s shores 
conferred untold blessings on our race. It 
seems that by Divine arrangement the 
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‘“‘Wisdom from on High,’’ has in a special 
manner been entrusted to the Anglo-Saxon 
people. Can we deny this Lamp of Life to 
myriads for whom Christ died? Is it possi- 
ble that the church is going to call a halt in 
missionary effort? 

Just now the report comes that there are 
to be ‘‘no more deficits’? in the Foreign 
Mission Treasury. 

Does it mean that God’s people are 
ashamed of the past and are now boing to 
‘‘bring all the tithes into the storehouse? ’’ 
Or does it mean that we are not to attempt 
great things for God? Does it mean that we 
are not to imitate the host of God which 
ventured forward to cross Jordan without 
ferry-boats or bridges? Does it mean that we 
are not worthy to emulate the spirit of the 
Moravians, who when a puny folk of about 
six hundred souls embraced the world in 
their love and prayer and efiort? 

The world may plan to walk by sight but 
the Church of God——never ! The Moravians 
obeyed the command of the Lord and at- 
tempted things only possib:e to faith. 

If we only realized that we are debtors to 
all men. If we _ only realized the tre- 
mendous obligations which are laid upon us 
by Him who makes no mistakes. could we 
play at missions as we have been doing ? 
Are we not ‘‘playing at missions,’’ when the 
amount for strong drink paid over the bar 
each year in London, Ontario, is more than 
is given for the Salvation of the heathen 
each year, by our church from Halifax to 
Victoria. 

Are we not playing at 
and abroad, when the highest average last 
year in any Presbytery for the schemes of 
the church was only $2.80 per communi- 
cant? Why there are men within the bounds 
of that Presbytery (of course not Christians) 
who spend that much each week for cigars ! 

O, what enthusiasm to spend for war, to 
spend for sport, to spend for self! Would 
that the Church of God were aroused by a 
holy enthusiasm to come and lay her offerings 
at Jesus’ feet. 

Millions are perishing, we cannot deny it. 
Excuses will not deliver us from responsibil- 
ity, for the Word of God is plain. ‘‘Deliver 
them that are carried away unto death and 
those that are ready to be slain, see that 
thou hold back, If thou sayest behold we 
knew it not, doth not he that weigheth 
the hearts consider it, and He that keepeth 
thy soul doth He not know it, and shall He 
not render to every man according to his 
Work?’ vProvei24:, Aiebo; 


missions at home 


J. Goforth. 
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WDoung People’s Socteties. 


THE ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE’S 
Ohes TU DY.’ 


“PLAN 


Conducted by the Rev. R. LP. Fraser, Convener. 
The Monthly Topics of the Plan of Study 
for 1898 bear the general title, 
Books, Fields, and Men,’’ and are 
ranged as to be adapted to the various 
sorts of Young People’s Societies. They are 
set down for the second weekly meeting of 
each month, and the Topic is treated in the 
Record of the month preceding, in order 
that Societies may have the materials 
the meeting on hand well in advance. 


“Some 
SO ar- 


for 


TOPIC FOR THE WEEK BEGINNING 
JULY 10. 


OUR THREE HOME MISSIONARY SU- 
PERINTENDENTS AND THEIR FIELDS. 
Luke 24: 45-52. 


THE PROGRAMME. 


The reports on Home Missions and Aug- 
mentation in General Assembly’s minutes are 
a Klondike of valuable information, some- 
what inaccessible, because bound up with a 
mass of other documeuts in the big Blue 
Book, but ‘Spanning out rich’’ to those who 
have the patience to explore. Every Minister 
has a set of the Blue works going back as far 
as the beginning of his own ministry and 
any one of the volumes will give sufficient 
matter for a meeting. Let leaders send the 
members who are to help in the programme 
on a prospecting tour in this gold-bearing re- 
gion of church literature. 

Back numbers. of the ‘‘Record’’ will be 
found to supplement the valuable articles 
which here follow and the various church pa- 
pers, almost in every number, have some 
fresh and interesting facts. The difficulty 
will be wise selection. 

A map or a blackboard sketch of the fields 
is almost essential. 

In many cases the minister has’ served as 
student catectist under one or other of the 
superintendents. Tap his knowledge freely, 
but do not allow his knowledge to be a sub- 


THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD. 


157 


stitute for researck on the part of the mem- 
bers. 

Do not attempt too much, It will probab- 
ly be found better to discuss one of the sup- 
erintendents and his field thoroughly with a 
brief glance at the others, than to undertake 
all. 


THE SUPERINTENDENT. 


Presbyterianism, although usually counted 
a rigid system, is in reahcy quite elastic in 
adapting means to practical] ends. It has no 
place for diocesan bishops, with rank above 
their brethren. It holds the parity of the 
ministry. But, when there is need, it is 
ready to allow’ episcopal powers over large 
areas. There were Superintendents in Knox’s 
time for the special calls of that period of 
transition. The reformation was a recon- 
quering. There was the prompt and rapid oc- 
cupancy of strategic points to be provided 
for; many of the laborers were inexperienced 
and required direction; the question of fin- 
ance—how the ordinances were to be main- 
tained—-demanded then, aS always in new 
fields and circumstances, wise and vigilant 
oversight. The work of a superintendent 
was ‘‘laid out for them.’’?’ There was no hes- 
itancy in providing for the requirement. It 
was not Episcopacy, for the Superintendent 
was as Lis brethren in rank. lt was a com- 
mon. sense and Scriptural adaption to a tem- 
porary need. The need passed away and the 
office of Superintendent disappeared. 

The magnificent success of our Superintend- 
ency, whether under Roberston, Findlay, or 
Ross, is the best justification for the creation 
of the office in our own church. These hon- 
ored workmen may or may not have suc- 
cessors. That will depend on how long they 
may be spared to the church and how rapid- 
ly the mission fields rise to independency. 
The probability is, however, that, for a gen- 
eration to come the Superintendent will be 
required— free to come and go as he pleaes 
within a wide field, alert to observe the 
movements of population and the resources 
of the different sections of his district, sedu- 
lous in his endeavors to provide each place 
with the man that will suit it best and to 
foster effective organization; in a word, 
whether in advance of Presbyteries or where 
these have taken hold, to possess the land 
for Christ and the Church. 
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THE H. M. SUPERINTENDENT IN N. B. 


By Rev. George Bruce, D.D., St. John. 


The Presbytery of St. John occupies about 
two thirds of the Province of New Bruns- 
wick. The Province is almost the size of 
Scotland, apart from the islands, having an 
area of 24,000 sq. miles. The length from 
North to South is 210 miles and the breadth 
180 miles. 

The Presbytery of St. John occupies the 
Western side and the Southern end of the 
Province, being something in the form of the 
two blades of a carpenter’s square or the 
letter L. 

Tne meetings of Presbytery are usually 
held in St. John, and two members coming, 
one from Edmonton in the North the other 
from Sackville in the East, would have tray- 
elled a distance of 300 miles between them, 
before they meet in the Presbytery. 

These facts will give some idea of the area 
covered by this Presbytery and of the dis- 
tances to be gone over in the working and 
oversight of the field. — 

Miramichi is thé only other Presbytery in 
New Brunswick. These two occupy the en- 
tire Province. 

New Brunswick abounds in grand scenery, 
but it is on that account less favorable for 
farming, in many places, than Ontario. The 
best sections are found on the slopes and in 
the valleys of the rivers, chiefly the St. John 
and its tributaries and in the fine plains and 
intervales which stretch along the rocky ridg- 
es and hill ranges that run across the coun- 
try in all directions. 

In consequence of this the settlements were 
thinly peopled at first, and in many instances 
they were remote from one another. | 

This of course made it a great deal hard- 
er to give full or regular supply to the mis- 
sion stations and congregations than it 
would have been if the settlements had been 
more compact and more thickly peopled. 

In this way and from the scarcity of or- 
dained ministers many of the fields were sup- 
plied very irregularly, and in some cases not 
at all. This of course opened the door for 
other churches to come in and ‘‘supply our 
lack of service.’’ The resuit is that there are 
whole communities and regions, in which the 
family names tell of Presbyterian origin and 
lineage, in which our cause is forced to strug- 
gle for an existence in the presence of strong 
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congregations of other denominations; con- 
gregations composed of the children of Pres- 
bytertians who have been lost to us asa 
church because we were not able, or did not 
understand how, to take care of them when 
they first came from Scotland and Ireland 
and settled in their new homes. 

This accounts for several things which 
have a great deal to do with the circumstan- 
ces and conditions of our work at the pres- 
ent time. The unwieldy size of the Presby- 
tery, for example, has been borne with be- 
cause any separation which could be made 
would give an unfair division. The great 
majority of the strong self-supporting con- 
gregations would be hived in one Presby- 
tery, while the other would be very largely 
a mission field. 

The difficulty of working the field, the num- 
ber of our mission stations, and their slow 
progress towards self-sustaining strength, 
as well as the weight of our augmented 
charges are conditions which are largely due 
to the circumstances of the early settlement 
of the Province. 

Another cause of these discouragements 
and difficulties, however, is to be found in the 
removal of a large number of the people, es- 
pecially the young men, to the North West 
and the United States. 

It is easy to see how under these condi- 
tions it must be difficult to keep up the spir- 
it of the people, to develop the work and 
attain a state of strength and self-support 
in many places. 

The Presbytery contains about 30 settled 
congregations, 20 mission fieids or mission 
charges. These contain about 60 stations. 
Eleven of the fields are occupied hy ordained 
missionaries, being mission charges, while 
nine are supplied by Catechists. In these 
stations we have an aggregate of about 
1,000 families and 1,200 communicants, 
The people raise about $4,500 for 
seli-support, and receive from the H. M. 
Committee about $2,000, a total of about 
$6,500. 

The Mission field of this Presbytery occu- 
pies a very prominent place in the Church. 

In number of families and communicants 
it contains over one fourth of the aggregate 
numbers in the Mission fields in the entire 
Synod. In number of Missions and stations 
it contains ome third of the number in the 
Synod. It receives nearly one fourth of the 
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whole grant paid by tle Assembly’s H. M.C., 
Eastern Section, while the stations contri- 
bute or raise for self-support between one 
third and one fourth of the entire amount 
raised for this purpose within the Synod. 

It is surpassed in these respects by the 
Presbyteries of Barrie, Algoma, and Regina; 
standing next to them in size and impor- 
tance among the Presbyteries of the Church. 

About 15 yrs ago, in 1882, the Presbytery 
found it was impossible to manage the field 
properly without a general missionary or 
‘superintendent, and accordingly the Rev. 
J. McGregor McKay of Woodstock, N. 
B., was appointed. Mr. McKay entered upon 
his arduous duties with such zeal and enthus- 
iasm as to soom convince the Presbytery of 
the wisdom of the step they had taken. 

After Mr. McKay’s resignation, the Rev. 
Godfrey Shore was appointed, and continued 
in the oversight for several years during 
which time two or three churches were 
built. 

Upon Mr. Shore’s resignation the Presby- 
tery appointed the Rev. James Ross, who 


has held the office of Superintendent of Mis- . 


sions and Convener of the Home Mission 
Committee of the Presbytery for several 
years. 

Mr. Ross is a native of the Province of 


Prince Edward Island. He attended Dalhou- 
sie University and the Presbyterian College 
in Halifax, from which he graduated in 
1886. Mr. Ross was ordained by the Pres- 
bytery of St. John, 
graduation, and appointed to South Rich- 
mond, He was soon cailed to Woodstock, 
N.B., where he labored with marked earn- 
estness and success until his appointment to 
his present position. 

Mr. Ross is a man of unusual energy 
and activity. He has a thorough knowledge 
of his field and carries on his responsible 
and multiplied duties with much earnestness. 
His reports to the H. M. Committee of the 
Presbytery show the great benefit of the 
supervision and direction of the work. 

The revenue from the stations is largely 
increased, and advancement from: weakness 
and discouragement towards congregational 
organization and _  self-support are clearly 
manifest over the field. 

Any account of Home Missions in New 
Brunswick would be incomplete without 
grateful mention of the Woman’s Missionary 
Society of St. John Presbytery, for many 
years doing so much in giving stimulus to 
the work and in raising money to help to 
carry it on. 
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SUPERINTENDENT OF MISSIONS, ALGO- 
MA, ETC. 


By Rev. R. N. Grant, D.D., Orillia. 


The Mission field under the care of the Rev. 
Allan Findlay is about as large as Scotland. 
This may seem a rather generous estimate of 
Mr. Findlay’s diocese, but it is not far from 
correct. The extreme length of Scotland is 
about 280 miles and its greatest breadth 150 
miles. So says the Rev. Alexander Stewart, 
L.L.D., minister of Douglas, in his Modern 
Geography——a book that recalls the days in 
which some of us received striking impres- 
sions. The breadth of Mr. Findlay’s field 
from Gravenhurst to North Bay is 115 miles, 
five miles more, if I rightly remember, than 
the distance across Scotland from Edinburgh 
to Glasgow. In length, his field extends 
from Lake Superior to some point in the 
Kingston Presbytery, a distunce we should 
say greater than 280 miles, though we have 
not as many Presbyterians om this field as 
ean be found in Scotland, but the number is 
much larger than it would have been if the 
Rey. Allan Findlay had mever become a 
Home Mission Superintendent. 

It is easy to speak about the large area ov- 

er which Mr. Findlay’s work extends, but no 
one knows half so well how large it is as 
Mr. Findlay himself knows. He has been 
over the ground many times and he travels 
by a variety of modes. In the early days his 
tours were made on foot, in small row- 
boats, and on horseback, but mainly on 
foot, and many a weary mile did the Mission 
Superintendent tramp over the rough new 
region of Ontario popular y known as Mus- 
koka, 
» Thanks to the enterprise of the Muskoka 
Navigation Company, travelling is now easy 
on a part of the field. The 10 miles of rail- 
way opened the day after the Superintendent 
arrived at his sphere of operations, have 
grown to 800 miles, which run though the 
field in various directions. These improve- 
ments, andthe building of colonization 
roads by the Ontario «Government, have 
made travel much easier, but there are mis- 
sion stations yet that are not reached 
by railway, nor steamboat, nor colonization 
road, and the Superintendent has quite fre- 
quently to go by the ‘independent line’’ 
that stood him in such good stead when he 
was a younger man, 
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New Ontario is a much more difficult mis- 
sion field than old Ontario was. Home 
Mission work in the Ottawa valley and in 
the great Presbyterian settlements of West- 
Ontario was a comparatively easy 
The land was for the most part fer- 
these places, and the settlers being 
close together, self-sustaining congregations 
were easily and quickly formed. Many a 
mission station grew into a self-sustaining 
congregation in a few years. In many parts 
of the districts of Eastern Algoma, Parry 
Sound, Muskoka, and Nipissing, the fertile 
belts of land are so separated by lakes, or 
rocky formations, or both, that it is impos- 
sible to get a sufficient numiber of people to- 
gether to make a Seli-sustaining congregation. 
Sparse settlement is one of the great hind- 
rances to successful Home Mission work in 
New Ontario. 

Besides this natural difficulty, there are 
others. Many of the new townships in Hur- 
on, Bruce, and the old London Presbytery, 
were settled mainly by Presbyterians. Every 
‘ism’? under the sun is represented in New 
Ontario, and there are people there not 
specially attached to any creed. The popu- 
lation of Old Ontario was stable, as agricul- 
tural populations usually are. Lumbering is 
one of the chief industries of New Ontario, 
and lumbermen follow the pine. A lumber 
village is one of the best possible Home Mis- 
sion stations, but when the supply of avail- 
able pine is cut, the village and station are 
very likely to move. A mining population 
in this new country is even more unstable 
than a population that depends on lumber. 
If a parishoner moves from Sudbury to Rat 
Portage and from Rat Portage to Rossland 
and from Rossland to the Klondike, it is* 
not easy for his pastor to keep an eye on 
him, 

Notwithstanding these difficulties and oth- 
ers that might be mentioned, Home Mission 
work in Northern Ontario has made excel- 
lent progress. In 1875, the year Mr. Findlay 
was appointed, there were 16 Mission sta- 
tions in the territory now popularly known 
as Muskoka, and five missionaries did the 
work of the whole field. In 1896—twenty-one 
years later—there were 48 students and cate- 
chists, 11 ordained missionaries, and 10 
settled pastors, 5 of whom were in self-sup- 
porting congregations. Twenty-one years of 
work brought twenty-one ordained men on 
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the field, besides the little army of students 
that went north every summer. 

In 1875, the field now occupied by the Pres- 
bytery of Algoma, had just one missionary, 
and he was our lone sentinel at the ‘‘Soo.’’ 
Now we have a vigorous, aggressive Presby- 
tery in that region. 

New Ontario is in its infancy. New rail- 
ways, new lumber and mining interests, will 
make new settlements and new villages. The 
missionary must follow up the settler. A 
new Presbytery . should be at onze formed. 
Asking a minister to go from the line of the 
C. P. R. to Barrie, to attend meetings of 
Presbytery is'\ much the same thing as asking 
a minister to go from Kingston to Belleville 
or Chatham to Toronto to Presbytery. How 
would the ministers in these places look if 
somebody asked them to go to Toronto to 
transact their Presbytery business? 

Mr. Findlay belongs to a missionary fami- 
ly. His father, the late Rev. James Findlay, 
while a minister in Scotland, was appointed 
a missionary to Africa, but when ready to 
sail intelligence came that war had broken 
out between the tribe he was to labor among 
and a neighboring tribe. In the changed cir- 
cumstances he came to America. Who can 
tell how much of the presevering and indom- 
itable energy displayed by the Sunerintendent 
of Missions for Muskoka, during the last 
twenty-three years, has been inherited from 


‘the young Scotch minister who got ready to 


go to Africa and came to America instead. 

Mr. Findlay was graduated from Knox 
College, and for a time was a pastor in the 
Stratford Presbytery. He is admirably 
equipped for the work in which he has been 
engaged for nearly a quarter of a century. 
In the discharge of his duties he never loses 
sight of the fact that he is the agent of the 
whole church. While doing the best he can 
for individual stations and make the most 
he can of individual missionaries, he never 
forgets that the funds are supplied by the 
Presbyterian Church, and that he is toa 
large extent responsible for the manner in 
which they are disbursed. He is a capital 
judge of what a mission station ought to be 
able to do in the way of helping itself. He 
thoroughly understands student human nat- 
ure as it manifests itself in the mission fleld. 
Earnest, faithful, industrious laborers, how- 
ever humble, are always encouraged; but 
men who merely wish to put in the time, es- 
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pecially those of them who put on airs and 
lord it over the stations, soon find out that 
the Mission Superintendent stands no non- 
sense. Disputes sometimes arise in the sta- 
tions as they unfortunately do in other pla- 
ces, but the Superintendent usually gets them 
settled before they become serious. 

Mr. Findlay knows his fleld as no other man 
knows it. He has been the first man to drive 
over many a mile of colonization road; he 
has seen the forest give way before the set- 
tlers; he has seen towns and villages grow up 
in every direction, and he personally knows 
a very large number of the people. His 
strongest point, however, is that he likes his 
work. The very hardships of pioneer life 
seem to have bound him to the Muskoka 
Mission stations. The value of the service 
he has rendered in New Ontario can never be 
estimated by the Church. 


THE WESTERN SUPERINTENDENT 
HIS, FIELD. 


AND 


By Rev. C. W. Gordon, Winnipeg. 


No bigger superintendent and no bigger 
field anywhere in the world and all to be put 
in one page of the ‘‘Record.’”’ It can’t be 
done. I shall be sure to run over. 

Stand at Schreiber, our gateway mission, 
and look along the rails. For over 2000 
miles these shining steel bands wind among 
the rocks, run straight over the prairies, 
climb over foot-hills, twist along mountain 
ledges, dip into the river bottoms, till they 
emerge at the shore where the water of the 
Pacific comes rolling in. 

Take a Pullman and glide along in luxury 
for four days and four nights and you will 
reach Vancouver, then boat for half a day 
and you are at Victoria, the neighbor of 
China. Or take a ‘‘tie pass’’ at ten miles per 
day, with a_ rest om Sundays, and in eight 
months you will sleep on the shore of ‘‘the 
loud resounding sea.’’ 

These are the names that mark the course, 
Schreiber, Rat Portage, Winnipeg, Portage 
la Prairie, Brandon, Regina, Moosejaw, Me- 
dicine Hat, Calgary, Golden, Revelstoke, Si- 
camous, Ashcroft, Vancouver, Victoria. Ev- 
ery name indicates too, a point of departure 
by rail, trail, or boat, from the great trunk 
line southward toward the vyoundary, or 
northward toward the vast unexplored. 
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This is our Western Mission Field; Schrei- 
ber, Victoria, Dawson City. 

Entering from the East you find yourself 
in the Rainy River district, among rocks 
with holes imthem, and in the holes, men, 
hundreds, mainly sturdy Canadians with the 
rest of mankind mixed in. Observing close— 
ly you see a man disappear in one of these 
holes. He has no pick, no tamp in his cap, 
he is not a miner—that is—he is a miner, a 
missionary. 

You see the same man or one like him on 
the top of a caboose, he too is a mission- 
ary. These railway men are far too good a 
lot to be forgotten. Some hundreds of them 
about here in round houses and in section 
houses, on freight trains and passenger 
trains, on engines and in cabooses. Miners 
and railway men are all about you living 
lives exposed to danger, full of hardship and 
beset by temptation. The missionary is 
their friend in trouble and their guide to 
God and Heaven. 

From these rocky ‘holey’ regicns your rail- 
way friends. conduct ycu out to the prairie, 
the broad brown sun-bathed prairie, arched 
by a sky of radiant blue and swept by view- 
less winds. Section houses, farm houses, 
hamlets, villages, towns, cities, this is the 
evolution you see in the dwellings of men. 
Farmers and other people, but chiefly far- 
dwell here. There is room for four 
millions of them, each with a fifty acre farm, 
six times aS many as there are in the Brit- 
ish Islands. 
near 
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The little moving speck you see 
the sky line is a man in a buckboard, 
again a missionary going his rounds. He 
will bring a gleam of brightness to many a 
home to-day. Many a lonely mother, weary 
with the long monotony of her life will sit 
back listening to the music of the Shepherd 
Psalm with a great peace falling upon her 
and a new hope creeping in her heart. 

And beyond the sky line are hundreds more 
like her, with men hard driven by the world, 
and children how easily wandered, all need- 
ing to know of God’s care and love. Mani- 
toba, North and South, Assiniboia and Sas- 
katchewan, these great reaches of prairie- 
farmlands are the scenes of mamy a life’ in 
which comedy and tragedy strangely mingle 
and in these scenes a missionary of our 
Church is to be found playing his part. 

Then on to the Albertas where the prairie 
leaves its level stretches and mounts and 
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the foothill country lying in the 
These are the great 


dips over 
shadow of the Rockies. 
ranches; and everywhere, south toward Mac- 
leod and north toward Edmonton the homes 
of isolated ranchers are found; men from 
the gentle homes of the old lamd, well made, 
well bred, but apt to forget the faith that 
has made the homeland great and good. The 
Man in schapps and cowboy hat, astride 
the Mexican saddle strapped with double 
einch on the back of that doubtful looking 
broncho is again the missionary. Good fel- 
low he is. Thirty miles a day through sun 
and storm in summer and chinook anid bliz- 
gard in winter, with the love of Christ in 
his heart and the word of God upon his lips, 
that is his story. 

Now for the land of mountain and of 
flood. In the clearings of the forest, vast, 
dense, are hidden the camps of the lumber 
men, strapping fellows in blue shirts and 
rel shirts, blue stockings and red stockings, 
blue and red sashes and all sorts of caps, 
English, Scotch, Irish, French, and so on to 
the Chinaman that rings the dinner bell upon 
an old circular saw. 

Miners are here too; coal miners with 
black faces, towns of them; with wives and 
children often, but often without, more’s the 
pity; English, Scotch, and Nova Scotians, 
with the usual mixture of other peoples; 
gold and silver miners also, in prospecting 
camps, developing camps, mining camps; 
smelters, sorters, teamsters, thousands of 
them. These are from all lands but mostly 
from across the line, the enterprising,daring, 
ingenious, regardless American miners; many 
of them decent enough, but many, alas!— 
with no religion and no morals to speak, of, 
held back from outrage only by the whole- 
some fear of British law. 

And about the hard working, daring, 
homeless miners there are always to be 
found hovering the vulture crowd of saloon 
keepers, ‘‘hell runners”? (colloquial for gam- 
blers’ decoys) and that other sad crowd, 
reckless, heartless, hopeless, so ike and so 
unlike our mothers and our sisters. In the 
wide valleys of the Selkirks are more ranch- 
ers, living, remote from towns and cities, 
lives independent, free, careless, with kindly 
hearts and hospitable homes, if you may 
call them so, many of them an honor to the 
land that sent them here and a blessing to 
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the country, but some, alas, only a shame to 
both. 

With miners, lumbermen, ranchers,our mis- 
sionary men dwell, travelling on foot and by 
horse, by steamboat, by freight train, and 
by the princely passenger; by hand cars too 
and ‘speeders’; anyway and everywhere for 
love of those for whom their Master came 
and for His dear sake. This is our field 
where for twenty years Home Missions are 
being done. 

‘“Is”’our fleld? ‘‘Was’’? rather, for in Novem- 
ber, 1897, our Superintendent pulled out the 
pegs that held down the Western and North- 
ern corners of our Presbyterian tent at Vam- 
couver and Edmonton and gave them into 
Dickey’s hands with instructions to drive 
them in somewhere near the Arctic Circle. 
After Dickie went Grant, then Pringle, and 
now Sinclair, four men strong and fearless, 
and when they have driven down their pegs 
the Presbyterian tent will take in the land 
of the Yukon. So that is our field: magnifi- 
cent in distances, 2000 miles by 1500, mag- 
nificent in 1esources, magnificent in mission- 
pioneers, from the old days of ’71 till 
now, and magnificent in responsibilities. 

And now for our Superintendent, the Rev. 
James Robertson, D.D. He came West in 
1873, to ‘oin the little group of pioneer he- 
roes that were holding down the Red River 
Valley, Black, Bryce, and Hart, and Math 
eson and Donaldson. He came to find ome 
Presbytery with nine mission stations, and 
this year he will report fourteen Presbyter- 
ies and over nine hundred mission stations. 

And every station he knows’ well, its his- 
tory, its experiences, for in all this he has 
had a part. How great a part none of us 
newer men know; but ask the old timers for 
tales of his journeyings by night and by day. 
They all know him and all of kindred spirit 
reverence him and rejoice in him. Ask the 
men who have had the glory of laying some 
stones in the foundation of our Western 
Church; ask Bryce, or. ask Hart, his fidus 
Achates of old days, or Baird or McQueen, 
or Farquharson or many another—they will 
all have their tales of him. 

But not on this page will his story be 
written. The pages of his history are the 
prairies and the mountains that have wit- 
nessed his labors; and the characters in 
which his story is recorded are the churches 
and congregations he has helped to plant in 
this West, 
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Other Workers and Work, 


GIRL LIFE IN CHINA, 


Two incidents, lately brought to cur no- 
tice, most painfully illustrate this deep-root- 
ed and wide-spreading evil characterising the 
land of our adoption. 

In a village home near Chungking, two 
little girls were born. The elder, at the age 
of eight, was adopted by a wealthy family. 

After three years she was sent back to her 
parents, with the written intimation that 
she was not sufficiently good looking to 
marry any son of the house. 

Her disappointed father furiously abused 
his wife; and, when night set in, the man, 
still nursing his wrath, led both his little 
daughters to a deep creek in the neighbor- 
hood and deliberately drowned them. 

A merely momentary sensation was caus- 
ed in the village, neighbors calmly remark- 
ing, ‘‘The man was so poor! And he had no 
luck, with two girls, and they so ugly! ” 

The second tragedy seems much worse, as 
exhibiting, in addition, the official corrup- 
tion, so .foully blotting the polity of the 
“Middle Kingdom.’’ A poor peasant was 
falsely charged by men he had offended. Con- 
demned to pay his enemy fifty taels, he ex- 
claimed in despair, ‘‘You might as well ask 
me to give you the head of my daughter!” 

“You may give us that into the bargain,”’ 
was the jeeering reply. 

The victim, in his frenzy, actually cut off 
the child’s head with a chopper and carried 
it to his tormentors. The exceptional cir- 
cumstances of this act of infanticide have 
actually moved the mandarin to order the 
arrest of these villians, who are now await- 
ing trial; but so cheap is girl life held in 
China that the scoundrels concerned are sure 
to escape with the slightest of penalties. 

The terrible suffering and crippling de- 
formity caused to the majority of Chinese 
girls by the inhuman practice of foot bind- 
ing is easier to imagine than describe. An 
enlightened native doctor, lecturing lately at 
Tien-tsin on this ‘‘horrid and barbarous 
custom,’’?’ to use his own words, told how 
three years of constant torture must be un- 
dergone ere the tender foot-nerves are dead- 
ened. ‘‘It is,’? he said, ‘‘a ghastly sight to 
witness, this bandaging process: the gradual 
crushing, first of toes and then of instep 
till the foot is reduced to the desired length 
—from 3% to 6 inches; a certain number of 
severe abscesses is inevitable in thy pursuance 
of this cruel treatment, which usually begins 
at four years old.—“el. 
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IN THE FORBIDDEN CITY. 
By Robert E. Speer. 


I wonder whether any ccuntry in the world 
has a dirtier capital than China has. If it 
has, I should not like to visit it. The dust 
was a foot deep on the rough sandy road 
which led from the railroad station to the 
Peking city wall. (The railroad has come 
within three miles of the wall, but cannot 
come nearer to the sacred place.) And the. 
solid, springless blue-topped carts, drawn 
by mules, stirred up the dust in clouds, as 
scores of them hurried to and fro. 

When our own bounced through the stone 
archway in the wall and entered the south- 
ern city the dust was not so bad, but over 
the boulders and in the ruts of the stone 
road --- not repaired for generations --- the 
carts jostled along savagely. 

First they passed a wedding procession 
with its red bridal chair preceded by 
crowds of beggars hired to carry banners 
and magnify the occasion. 

Therm a funeral procession came, with the 
mourners in white, wailing, with wisps of 
straw tied around their legs, and more beg- 
gars grinning and leaping and waving more 
banners, 

Then the carts ran through the market 
streets odorous with such smells as civiliza- 
tion has forgotten how to produce, and at 
last turned through another great archway 
in a wall, and entered the inner city. 

Imposing gateways rose high in the air, 
built solidly of brick, but the gates 
beneath were rickety and venerable, roughly — 
made of wood and sheet-iron. The glistening 
green tiles on temple roofs caught the eyes 
here and there, and the ruts in the road 
worn so deep that the wheels went down to 
the hubs, emphasized each new vision by 
a thump and jolt of the carts. 

At last, inside the inner city, the yellow 
tiled walls of the Imperial City appeared, 
“The Forbidden City,’ as dirty to all ap- 
pearance as the outer city, or the deep dusty 
road without the walls. 

Cesspools lined the roads; no dream of 
drainage had ever disturbed the thoughts of 
the rulers of the city. Dust we are; unto 
dust must we return. Why should we be so 
proud now for a little season as to spurn our 
origin and our destiny, 

After a while, as the carts still jog along, 
and the poor traveller’s body becomes more 
bruised and sore, thrown now against one 
and now against the other side of the cart, 
the dirt and uncleanness grow wearisome 
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and then unendurable. Is there no clean 
spot? 

But the carts turned at last, plunged 
through a wide gutter into a narrow alley, 
stopped before a gate, and we slipped 
through, dirty and weary, into the cleanness 
and peace of a mission compound. Who that 
has never experienced this contrast can un- 
derstand it? 

In so-called Christian cities there is dirt 
enough, but it lies in quarters, and there 
are whole sections that are clean. In Peking 
it is dirty everywhere, and to pass out of 
the seamed road, the blowing dust, the foul 
fords and smellls, into the pure and whole- 
some atmosphere of a Christian home is 
‘*transition,’’ almost, it seems at first sight, 
like ‘‘the gateway of the life Elysian.’ 

Christianity is the cleansing religion. It 
cleanses men’s hearts. It cleanses their 
homes. It cleanses their cities. The hearts 
and the homes and the cities of China need 
its cleansing. Will you not send It, all of it, 
the power, pure and purifying, 

“‘Of the water and the blood ‘ 
From His riven side which flowed? ”’ 


A GRAPHIC PICTURE, READ IT ALL. 


China is a centre of interest to-day. The 
nations of Europe seem determined to grasp 
her bit by bit. 

But there is a more important change go- 
ing on in China than her partition among 
the powers of Europe. Another Kingdom, 
without guns and warships, is quietly an- 
nexing her. 

This work has been going on for ninety 
years. Its beginnings were small. To-day 
it has grown to large proportions, and will 
go on to greater things. 

The first Protestant missionary in China 
was Rev. Robert Morrisun, a Scotch Presby- 
terian minister, who had by trade been a 
last-maker; just as Carey, the pioneer mis- 
sionary to India, an English Baptist minis- 
ter, had been a shoemaker. 


We give herewith a brief sketch of Morri- 
son’s beginnings in China, by our missionary, 
Rev. Dr. Thompson, of Montreal; and a vivid 
picture of those times by Dr. William Ash- 
more, in the ‘‘Chinese Recorder.”’ 

“Rev. Robert Morrison, D.D., F.R.S., the 
Scotch Presbyterian ‘last maker’ of Morpeth, 
arrived at Macao, China, 4th September, 
1807, a date ever to be remembered in con- 
nection with the beginning of Protestant 
Missions to China, 
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One great work that he did was the trans- 
lation of the Bible into Chinese. 

Confined in a go-down, or basement room, 
assisted by a native, in terror of being dis- 
covered, he labored with great diligence, and 
with such success that his grammar and dic- 
tionary of the Chinese language were a great 
help to all China’s missionaries who came af- 
ter him. 

A still nobler work was his translation of 
the Bible into the language of that great 
empire. The New Testament was published 
in 1814, the year in which he baptized his 
first Chinese convert to Protestant Christian- 
ity, ‘‘at a spring of water issuing from the 
foot of a lofty hill by the seaside, away from 
human observation,’’ so read his Memoirs. 

In 1818, assisted by Rev. Mr. Milne, who 
had arrived in 1813, he completed the trans- 
lation of the entire Bible, though not issued 
till 1823. It was. printed from wooden 
blocks, in twenty-one volumes. 

In 1824, in poor health, he came back to 
Britain and was highly honored. 

Two years later he returned to China, 
and in 1834, he was called to his rest and 
reward.’’ 


Dr. Ashmore says: 

By far the most important single personage 
among all the dramatis personae of that day 
of satraps and viceroys and East India Com- 
pany magnates, was an unknown and unbe- 
friended stranger. His name was Robert 
Morrison. He was not a man of titled line- 
age. In early days he is said to have been a 
bobbin boy in an English factory. Now, he 
was in China, the first germ of a still greater 
than any political or commercial revolution, 

Robert Morrison was not welcomed in 
China. The all-powerful and mercenary East 
India Company especially disliked his errand. 
He had come to start a moral regeneration 
in a Spiritually dead people. The East India 
Company, bating a few illustrious exceptions, 
did not deal in moral regeneration of any 
kind. 

Among the Chinese the prospect was still 
more forbidding. They were suspicious to an 
unusual degree. They had had some experi- 
ence of what was called Christianity; of the 
Jesuit, the Franciscan, and the Dominican 
type, and they were afraid of it; was not 
Morrison one of the same ? 

So they watched him; and they opposed 
him; they denounced the Chinese teacher who 
should become his instructor and helper. So, 
there was Morrison, dodging about, avoiding 
the East India Sevlla on the one side and the 
Chinese Charybdis on the other. No recep- 
tions were held in his honor; no dinner part- 
ies were made fur his entertainment. 

His teacher visited him on the sly, and 
came and went with the manuscripts of Mor- 
rison’s translations hid away in his sleeve, 
looking carefully up and down the street, to 
see that he was not observed, before he shot 
into the little alley and through the narrow 
doorway where, in restricted quarters, where 
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in gloom, in dampness, among mosquitoes 
and in oppressive heat, this successor of Paul 
worked away translating into Chinese those 
Epistles which eighteen hundred years before 
had been written in much such a hired house, 
if not in the tufa dungeons of Imperial Rome, 

Despite all opposition the persistent Mor- 
rison kept on his way and kept gaining all 
the time. He made himself indispensable to 
the East India Company agents, and soon 
was sure of his foothold. 

Yet the Chinese officials never wavered in 
their intolerance. They were determined 
never to allow entrance to Christianity and 
to the Christian’s Bible. If they heard of a 
portion of the word of God being distribut- 
ed anywhere, they got on the scent and 
tracked it out with the ravening of a sleuth 
hound. Hearing at a later day that a for- 
eign vessel had brought some Chinese books, 
and placed them on shore for sale, they gave 
the holders of such books six months in 
which to gather them all in and surrender 
them up under penalty of decapitation in 
case of neglect. 

Meanwhile the eyes of Western Christendom 
were now being fairly opened toward China 
as never before. Morrison stood alone fora 
few years, then came Milne and Medhurst. 
There was a famous trio in India—Carey, 
Marshman, and Ward; it was matched by an 
equally famous trio in China, the three M’s 
—Morrison, Milne and Medhurst. Then came 


other missionary ‘‘mighties’’ along at later. 


intervals, as Legge, Bridgman, Williams, 
Gutzlaff, Hobson, Boone, Abeel, Ball, and 
the Stronachs. They came stringing along 
one or two at a time, after gaps of two and 
three or more years. 

A sorry lot they seemed to be to assault 
the fortress of Chinese heathenism. Their 
own countrymen half admired their auda- 
city, while amused at what they considered 
their astounding credulity. Never mind. Let 
them alone. Give them time. All they ask 
for is the time factor; and the time factor is 
always on the side of eternal verity. 

For a long time Chinese hostility was too 
much for them. Canton was made hot for 
them. The officials were determined that no 
such kind of moles should be allowed to bur- 
row in their provincial city. The East In- 
dia Company kept up its bitter antagonism, 
the priests of Macao had no favor to show 
to heretics, and so, with but a few excep- 
tions, the early missionaries were compelled 
to work in Siam, Batavia, Singapore, and 
Malacca. 

But they were not idle. Nor was it indeed 
indispensable to the consummation of a mis- 
sionary purpose that they should have full 
access to China just vet. There was a great 
work of preparation to be done, and that 
work went on with ceaseless diligence. In- 
deed, until that prelimimary work was done, 
a religious invasion of the stronghold of 
Confucianism might be worse than futile; it 
might be fraught with disaster It may have 
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been that it was of divine special appoint- 
ment that they should not get in just then 
where the crudities of green hands and of in- 
experience might be involving them in per- 
petual trouble. 

They needed dictionaries, and they needed 
grammars, and they needed Scripture trans- 
lations. They needed to be for a while 
where they could closely study the situation, 
but not to be drawn into the whirl and 
swirl until they should be capable of form- 
ing adequate judgment, which new-comers 
cannot do, even at this late day. 

The providence of God allowed the first 
missionaries to China to occupy just such a 
position. Had they been in China proper in 
those days of East India Company intoler- 
ance and Chinese vindictiveness, with China 
as yet unhumiliated, oppressive, and arro- 
gant almost beyond conception, it would in 
all probability have thrown missions back a 
quarter of a century. The missionaries 
would have been smitten by the officials con- 
tinuously and heavily; the few foreigners in 
China could not have _ helped them, and 
home governments would not have dared to 
intervene. Entrance then would simply have 
been ruinous. 

They were sent to Siam and Singapore and 
Malacca. In these places Chinese were gath- 
ered by tens and hundreds of thousands. 
There the missionaries could come in con- 
tact with them; they could see the native 
Chinamen; they could study not only the 
Chinese language, but the Chinese people, 
and could mingle with them freely, without 
being dogged by the mandarin. In a word, 
they went, as a_ body, to their primary 
school for the acquisition of initial mission- 
ary training and initial missionary experi 
ence, just as recruits are put in camp before 
being sent to the front. 

At length, things were ripe in the pro- 
vidence of God for a change. They had 
some fairly good translations, some vocabu- 
laries, some grammars, some dictionaries, 
some first lesson helps for new-comers and, 
by no means last of all, they had been in 
camp in those outlying regions quite long 
enough to have amassed, as a body, quite a 
stock of experience, and quite a stock of un- 
derstanding, and were now—but not until 


now—in a fit condition to advance into 
the enemies’ country. 
Since the coming of Morrison just fifty 


missionaries had come to labor for the Chin- 
ese. Some of them had died, some had brok- 
en down and gone home, but there was a 
goodly number left, and there were ‘‘more to 
follow.’’ They were scattered all around in 
the border regions, but could not get into 
the double-barred empire itself. Their pray- 
ers were about to be answered in a way and 
by a process they never dreamed of. They 
were to have a door of entrance knocked 
open, while civilization and repressed mill- 
ions were to be the gainers. The war of 
1839 was on ! 
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FORM OF BEQUEST. 


“T leave and bequeath the sum of,—[the amount being written in words, not in 
. Fund of the eos ty topat Church in Canada,—(Here 
state whether Eastern or Western section)—and I declare that the receipt of the 


sufficient discharge to my Estate and Executors.”’ 


Presbyterian Church in Canada. 


Published by Authority of 
The General Assembly. 


The Presbyterian Record, 


more to one address 25c. each. 


The Children’s Record, °c. yearly. Five or more 


to one address 15c. each. 


The Teacher’s Monthly, 50c. yearly. Five or 


more to one address 40c. each. 


The Home Study Quarterly, for §.S. Scholars 
20c. yearly. Five or more to one address l0c. each. 


50c. yearly. Five or 
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.Fund, shall be a good and 


The Home Study Leafiet.—Corresponding to the 
Home Study Quarterly. 6c. yearly. 


The Primary Quarterly, for the Little Folks, 


Illustrated, 20c. yearly. 


10c. each. 


others, 


to be addressed to 


Five or more to one address 


The Primary Leaflet. — Corresponding to the 
Primary Quarterly. 6c. yearly. 

Terms, payment in advance. 

Subscriptions at a proportionate rate may begin at any 
time, not to run beyond December. 

All orders for the above publications, but not for any 


Rev. E. Scott, 
Presbyterian Offices. 


MONTREAL. 


FEMALE MISSIONARIES FOR THE KLON- 
DIKE. 


A few weeks ago a circular was addressed 
to every minister of the Church, regarding 
the sending out of lady missionaries to. the 
Klondike, qualified to act as nurses. A num- 
ber of ministers have not yet responded to 
the circular. It will be a favor to the La- 
dies’ committee li all who have not done so, 
will correspond, without delay, with the 
president, Mrs. (Judge) MacLennan, 10 Mur- 
ray St., or with the secretary, Miss Inglis, 
232 Jarvis Street, Toronto. 

It is estimated that about $5,000 will be 
necessary for this work. All contributions 
upon its behalf should be addressed to Mrs. 
McCaughan, St. Andrew’s Manse, Toronto, 
It is hoped that contributions may be re- 
ceived, not only: from congregations, but aiso 
from Sabbath. Sckools, Christian Endeavor 
Societies, etc. 


STUDY OF THE BIBLE BY BOOKS. 


‘The Record of Christian Work’’ gives a 
list of suggestions by Dr. R. A. Torrey for 
a thorough study of amy book in the Bible 
by chapters: 

Read each chapter repeatedly till it be- 
comes familiar. 

Note any important changes in the author- 
ized Version from the Revised Version. 

Discover and study parallel passages, if 
any, and note variations. 

Date of chapters and circumstances of 
author. 

Name of chapter. 

Outline of chapter. 

Best verse in chapter. 

Important words and phrases. 

Leading facts in the chapter. 

Persons in the chapter: (a) What light on 
their character; (b)lesson from their life. 

Important lessons in the chapter; places in 
chapter, locate and look up history; subjects 
for further study suggested; difficulties in 
the chapter to ourselves and others; what 
personal blessing received from reading? 


THE MOST NUTRITIOUS 


EPPS’S 


CRATEFUL—COMFORTING. 


COCOA 


BREAKFAST AND SUPPER. 


A CHEERFUL GIVER, 


Dr. Newton tells the story of a blind girl 
who brought to her pastor a pound note as 
her offering for foreign missions. The pas- 
tor at first refused t&® accept it, on the 
ground that it was too much for one in ter 
condition to give. Her answer, which re- 
vealed the love that dwelt in her heart aud 
prompted her gift, removed his hesitancy : 
‘*Please, sir,’’? she said, ‘‘I can afiord it bet- 
ter than the girls who can see, for they are 
cbliged to spend money for light in the dark, 
lepg evenings; but I can make my baskets 


_ without light, and I nave saved this.” 


A PATENT BEER BARREL. 


It is stated that ‘‘a newly patented barrel 
is being made in England, the novel feature 
being the use of an aluminum lining. By 
the use of such a lining in beer and wine 
casks the contents are kept in excellent con- 
dition, and no action is set up between the 
liquid and the metal. When once the cask 
has been rinsed out, too, there is no smell 
left, while the reverse is notably the 
case in the use of wood. The strength of 
the metal lining also makes it a more suit- 
able cask for the forcing of beer from cellar 
to bar by the aid of liquid carbonic acid gas. 

And now if some one would invent and put 
on the market an ‘‘ aluminum lining’’ for the 
beer-drinker’s stomach, so constructed that 
‘no action’? will ke ‘‘set up between the 
liquid and the metal,’’ it ought to havea 
great run. 

It has already been found needful to man- 
ufacture a special style of bar-tender’s shoes, 
as ordinary leather will not stand the drip- 
pings of beer, which will rot, not only the 
shoes from the bar-tender’s feet, but also the 
fingers from his hands; and it seems that 
prudence would require that a man who 
drinks the stuff should have his stomach 
copper-bottomed and _ brass-bushed.—unless 
some new patent ‘‘aluminum lining’’ can be 
devised which will enable men to look upon 
the wine when it is red without feeling the 
serpent’s bite and the adder’s sting ‘‘at the 
last.’’—Sel. 


TRADE MARK REGISTERED. 


CRYSTALS 


New Diuretic, R@govaging Tnic Cereal. Endorsed 
by physicians in cass co and irritable Digestive 


Organs, and Kidney . Emollient, attractive, 
palatable. Unsurpagsé 

PAMPHLET & 
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MPLE FREE. 
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Think of God, not as one before whom we 
shall stand, but as one before whom we do 
stand.—Ex. 


|= 


Good books, like good friends, are few and 
chosen; the more select, the more enjoyable 
—A. Bronson Alcott. 


——— ae] 


True religion is the best culture. The 
Rible expands and ennobles the common un- 
derstanding.—Dr. Stalker. 


Old age is lovely as seen in a life of more 
than fourscore years, brightened by a Christ 
faith, and rich in peace and joy.—Solon W. 
Bush. 


— 


—— 


AS we are, so do we associate. The good, 
by affinity, seek the gocd; the vile, by affin- 
ity, the vile. Thus, of their own will and 
choice, souls proceed into heaven-—into hell. 
—Emerson. 


—/— 


‘‘We live in deeds, not years: in thoughts, 
not breaths— 

We should count time by heart throbs. He 
most lives 

Who thinks 
the best.’’ 


ieee 


—— 


most, feels the noblest, acts 


Life is a trial ci faith, a discipline of love, 
a schooling in service. It is manifestly or- 
dered so as to secure the largest and best re- 
sults in character. This view of life can be 
got, however, only from the divine point of 
view. 


Patient, hopeful waiting is hard work 
when it is the only work possible to us in an 
emergency. But patient waiting is in its 
time the highest duty of a faithful soul.— 
Hot arn bpn lie 


No backslider is in a fair way of recovery 
until he is humbled. He must ‘‘remember 
whence he has fallen, and repent and do the 
first works,’’ or he can never have restored 
to him the joys of Christ’s salvation. To 
die in a state of backsliding may involve the 
loss of heaven.—Dr. Cuyler. 


Character is always known. Thefts never 
enrich; alms never impoverish: murder will 
speak out of stone walls. The least admix- 
ture of a lie,-for example, the smallest mix- 
i ture of vanity, the least attempt to make a 
i! good impression, a favorable appearance— 
will instantly vitiate the effect; but speak 
the truth, and ali nature and all spirits help 
you with unexpected furtherance. Speak the 
truth, and all things are vouchers, and the 
very roots of the grass underground seem to 
stir and move to bear you witness.—Emer- 
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“For the man who would surrender his 
life in service to his fellow-men the city is 
the place to dwell. But for the young [er- 
son in the preparation period, with charac- 
ter as yet unformed and purposes untixed, 
there is no place like the country. For 
tunate is he who can get ready in the coun- 
try for a life in the city. But usually it is 
rash and unwise for a boy or girl to leave 
his or her country home to join the host of 
waiting, discouraged and buffeted city-work- 
ers, all bent only on making a living.’’ 


How much of beauty, of kindliness, of 
sympathy, of love, can be portrayed in a hu- 
man face! There are certain faces which 
will long remain in the minds and hearts of 
those across whose lives their smiles were 
turned. Such frank, pure, loving faces will 
and have proven a benediction, and, like the 
rays of to-day’s sun, are not mourned when |t 
merge into the shadows of the night be- li 
cause we know that they shall shine again 
on the morrow. 


There is always some one to smile at, 
somebody to give your chair to, somevody 
to whom a book, flower, or even an old pa- 
per, would be a boon. ‘These small atten- 
tions will open the way to confidence, will 
make it possible that in need these friends 
will give you opportunities to help them, 
which, unless you had shown thoughtfulness 
and regard. for them, they could never have 
done. A quiet, sympathetic look or smile 
many atime unbars a heart that needs help 
which you can give.-—Ex. 


eS fei) 


THINGS THAT ARE REAL, 


We need to be continually reminded of tne 
unsatisfying nature of the things of this 
world,and exhorted to seek the real things of 
life. We live in a material age, when the 
chase of men is for money, for power, for 
things of the earth. 

Bunyan gives a picture of a man witha 
muck rake, working hard, scraping up the 
rubbish under his feet, not seeing the crown 
that hangs in the air above his head. It is 
a picture of the great majority of the people 
of this world. They are wearing out their 
lives, in gathering rubbish out of tke dust,not 
thinking of the heavenly treasures, the di- 
vine gifts, which they might have with half 
the toil and care. 

We ought not to spend our life in picking 
up things which we cannot carry beyond the 
grave. If we are wise we will seek rather 
to gather treasures and riches which we can 
take with us into eternity. Whatever we 
build into our character we shall possess for- 
ever. Money which we spendin doing good, 
in Christ’s name, we lay up in heaven. All 
true service for Christ stores up rewards for 
us in the future. 
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Mercantile Risks accepted at lowest current rates 


Dwelling Houses, Farm Properties and Churches insured 


at lowest terms. 
G. F. C. SMITH, 
Cheesy Agent and Resident Secretary. 


6 Place d’Armes, corner St. James St., Montreal. 


It is the resolute man who counts in life. 
Battles have to be fought, temptations have to be 
overcome, sorrows have to be endured, and com 
petition has to be encouraged. Under such cir 
cumstances, the weak and irresolute fail. Only 


he of nerve and force, of decided convictions, of 
will and determination, stands firm under strong) 
pee: and eee the Sued set before him. 
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lege, and Hamilton Coll, Inst, 

Mrs. George Dickson, Lady Principal, St. Margaret’s Col, 


ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT under teachers of the highest 
Academic and professional standing, 

MUSICAL DEPARTMENT, under teachers trained by the best 
European masters, 

ART DEPARTMENT, including classes in drawing from 
Casts, painting (water colors and oils), art ‘needle 
work, china painting, pen and ink sketching, ete., is 
under the direction of L. R. 0’ Brian, R.C.A, 

DOMESTIC SCIENCE classes are taught by specialists. 

Staff of 26 teachers, 7 of whom reside in the college, 
(Thorough supervision of pupils’ studies, Modern meth- 
ods of instruction. Complete equipment, large grounds. 
For circulars, apply to 

Mrs. George Dickson, Lady Principal, 
ST. MARGARET’S COLLEGE, Toronto, 


Che Copygrapb Printer 


200 copies from one original written 
with pen on ordinary paper,or from one 
writing on any typewiter. Manufactured by 


ALBERT BRYCH, 
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122 SELECTIONS FROM THE PSALMS AND ABOUT 630 HYMNS. 
FULL ASSORTMENT 
From 8c., 102., 30c., 60c. ; Music Edition, 90c., $1.25, 


An edition containing the complete Psalter is also in 
preparation, notice of which will be given later. 
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instruction from the Kindergarten up to University 
Matriculation. 
| Music, Art, Hlocution,Physical Culture and aes 
| Needlework, and Cookery are taught by Special ists. 
Instruction in the Music Department is after the 
methods of the best German schools. 
he Art Department offers courses in Drawing from the 
Cast, Painting in Oiland Water Colour, Pastel, Miniature 
}and China Painting. 
Hight of the fourteen members of the teaching staff 
reside in the College and supervise the pupils’ studies. 
Application for Circular and for admission may be made 
to the Principal. 
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. the Queen’s representative, to open im her 
name the General Assembly of the Scottish 


Montreal wept and smiled, was warm and 
cool in turn, as she welcomed the largest 
General Assembly since the Union, Nearly 
400 commissioners were present, and the Ses- 
sions lasted from Wednesday, 8th June, to 
Friday 17th. 

At the opening service Knox Church was 
well filled with commissioners and citizens. 
Rev. Dr. Moore, of Ottawa, retiring Moder- 
ator, preached from the Psalmist’s prayer 
‘‘Let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon 
us, etc.’’: after which the Assembly was 
constituted with prayer and Rev. Dr. Tor- 
rance of Guelph was chosen Moderator for 
the current year. 


All over the Church full reports of the pro- 
ceedings have been borne by the daily press. 
To repeat these in order would not’ profit, 
We shall try, without regard to the order of 
their happening, to give brief notes of some 
of the subjects that were before the Assembly. 

It would be pleasant also to speak of men, 
as well as things, that were ‘‘prominent,’’ 
but this has been already done to the full by 
pen and pencil, and as the ‘tongue bears small 
proportion to the ‘body, the silent majority 


should have their innings. Speaking of 
‘‘pencil,’? as shown in the newspaper  pic- 
tures of ‘‘the men’’ of the Assembly, recalls 


the budding artist who thought it necessary 
to explain his maiden effort by underwriting 
‘“‘This is a horse.’’ 


While not a ‘‘State Church,’’ there is no 
other, that, more loyally and firmly than the 
Presbyterian, buttresses the State in right- 
eousness, and a vice regal visit, especially in 
the person of a Presbyterian elder, one plea- 
sant Wednesday afternoon, was very wel- 
come. Though he came not, as orce he did 
in Edinboro, the official head of the Church, 


Kirk, the visit of Lord and Lady Aberdeen, 
lacking officialism, was even more heartily 
enjoyed than amid the accustomed _ royal 
pageantry of St. Giles and Holyrood. 

The Moderator’s address and the Governor- 
General’s reply were well suited to the oeca- 
sion. Lady Aberdeen, like a conservative Pres- 
byterian Scotch-woman, though called for, 
‘‘kept silence,’’ and was eloquent in smiles. 


The new Hymnal has made music in hearts 
and homes as well as churches, and whatever 
may be thought or said of the Choral refrain, 
even the most conservative will gladly say 
‘‘Amen’’? to the fact that from the royalty on 
the first nine months’ sales, four thousand 
dollars has been given to the Agec! Ministers’ 
Fund, and half as much to the Widow’s and 
Orphan’s Fund. And none were gladder there- 
at than the dear old Convener, whose four 
score years’ search in vain for the labor and 
sorrow. 


Our list of Presbyteries in ‘‘Church Notes 
and Notices,’? which has for some time stood 
at the half century mark, goes on to fifty- 
one. A new Presbytery, to be known as 
North Bay, was sanctioned by the Assembly, 
and will be organized at North Bay, Ont. 
on the 12th of July. Varied are the stages of 
progress, but all thankfully welcomed. A 
new preaching station opened by a mission- 
ary, it may be in a log shack, or kitchen, or 
dug-out, means a new centre of light in our 
land, and is a mark of progress of our Church 
and of Christianity. Then follow in due 
course others on a larger scale, the grouping 
of a number of stations into a mission field 
with an ordained missionary, then into an 
organized congregation with a pastor of their 
own; then a new Presbytery and sometimes 
a new Synod. 
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The S. S. Helps of our Church, which this 
year are published from the ‘‘Record’’ Offiee, 
are to be issued from the beginning of 1899 
in Toronto. A commititee has been appointed 
to select a managing editor, The circulation 
of the different Helps, Teacher’s ‘ Monthly, 
Quarterlies, and Leaflets, has increased from 
60,000 in 1897, to 75,000 in 1898. 


Very dark, on the under side, was the cloud 
that shadowed the Assembly in the sudden 
‘death of one of its members, just before the 
opening of the evening session on Friday, the 
third day of meeting. Five young men had 
gone out for a bicycle run, and were return- 
ing, when one of them, Rev. Robert J. Grant, 
of River John N.S., fell from his wheel in 
front of an electric car which was coming be- 
hind him, and was instantly killed. One sad 
comfort to sorrowing friends was that there 
was no time for suffering. The change was 
instantaneous, a translation. 

All that could be done by the Assembly was 
done. The remains embalmed and prepared 
for their journey home, were brought to the 
Church on Monday afternoon, a solemn funer- 
al service was held and in long procession 
the members followed the hearse to the rail- 
way station, while in kindly sympatthy the 
bells of the Anglican Church near tolled a 
mournful requiem. 

Sad was it to the Assembly, sadder far to 
parents and friends at home, but to the de- 
parted one a blessed change to life immortal, 


A few days later, word came to Assembly 
of the sudden death from heart failure, of 
Rev. Neil Mackay, D. D. of Chatham, N. B. 
Two ministers, both in active service, called 
away by death during the sittings of the As- 
sembly, a thing unprecedented in its history. 
What a call to ‘‘work while the day lasta.’’ 


From ocean to ocean reaches our vast 
Home Mission Field, and this year has seen 
an extension to the far North West, the land 
of gold and ice, the Yukon, where four good 
men and true have been sent to win the hardy 
gold seekers to that which is better than 
gold. 

The Home Mission Work of our Church is 
under the care of two committees, East and 
West, the division being historic, the former, 
the Maritime Synod; the latter, the remain-+ 
ing five Synods of the Church. 


In the Kast forty-nine Churches were sup- 
plied during the year with ordained mission- 
aries, and fifty-nine stations by student cate- 
chists in the mission fields. 

A happy feature of the report was that 
while the year began with a debt of $1,597, 
it closed with a balance of twelve dollars in 
hand. One cause of this cheering fact is that 
the mission stations themselves have given 
more largely and have required less from the 
Home Mission Fund. The total expenditure 
for the Home Missions, Hast, for the year, 
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was $12,635. Besides its own work, the Mari- 
time Synod gave $2,290 during the year for 
work in the North West, for the sake of its 
boys on mountain and prairie far away. 


After a brief pointed summary of fields and 
work in the different Presbyteries, the report 
is brightened by the following fit and beamuti- 
ful words :— 

““Ihese details, if read systematically, are 
eloquent. ‘They tell of men and women, hun- 
gry for the bread of life, fed by our agents, 
who unobtrusively moved out and in among 
them, and loved them with a brother’s afiec- 
ion,—of noble sacrifices, quietly made for the 
cause of Christ and His Church—of hearty, 
cheerful giving to the support of the Gospel 
in our land by our better-off congregations. 
They show also that our Church in its old 
Eastern section is progressing steadily, if 
slowly, and that to Home Mission work its 
growth is attributable. 

About four thousand families are embraced 
in the fields in which our missionaries labor, 
that look to us for the preaching of the Gos- 
pel. They contribute to the support of the 
missionaries about sixteen thousand dollars, 
and give to the Schemes of the Church with 
increasing liberality. In proportion to their 
means, andi the labor expended on them, their 
giving does not compare unfavorably with 
that of the average self-supporting congrega- 
tion. They therefore appeal to the Church 
for aid in securing the means of grace, not as 
beggars, but as brethren on the same level of 
proportionate giving, and as members of one 
and the same great family in Christ. Surely 
the strong cannot refuse an appeal, at once so 
rational and touching. 


The magnitude of the Home Mission Field 
of the West is equalled only by the rapid ex- 
pansion of the work. Its length from Quebec 
to Dawson City is some five thousand miles. 
It contains 368 Mission Fields, with 1,120 
preaching stations;employs over 400 mission- 
aries, students, and catechists, and its expend- 
iture during the year was, in round numbers, 
$100,000. 

What a power, making for righteousness, in 
this our new land, is that army of home mis- 
sionaries ! What a benediction to the eleven 
hundred mission stations, to have the Gospel 
with all its blessed influences, regularly 
preached in their midst! What a splendid in- 
vestment, for the good of those who come 
after us, making a better country for them 
to live in, is that hundred thousand dollars ! 


A pleasant interlude was the visit of a de 
legation from the Methodist Conference, Revs. 
Dr. Burwash and Principal Shaw. There were 
addresses and response from the substance of 
which it would be difficult to know ‘‘whio’s 
who.’’ Like two sisters, teaching in neigh- 
boring schools, the two denominations differ 
in personality and given name, and perhaps 
slightly in method, but their family name, 
their sympathies, their aims, their hopes, 
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their work, are one. They should not try to 
get pupils from each other’s schools. 


Good Sir William Dawson, scholar, scien- 
tist, Christian, was kindly remembered by 
the Assembly, as in his chamber life’s sun 
draws on towards its peaceful setting. A 
resolution of respect and sympathy, proposed 
by Principal MacVicar, was cordially adopt. 
ed and forwarded; and from the sick roon: 
came back greetings, as from the land @Q' 
Beulah, breathing rest and peace and cheer 
and hope. 


Figures, figures, figures ! What multitudes of 
them in the Report on Statistics as pre 
sented to Assembly; a store-house of fact in 
all matters relating to the work of the 
Church, All our congregations and missions 
are there by name; with all that concerns each 
one; e.g., how many church buildings it has; 
how many sittings in these; the number of 
families, communicants, elders, managers; the 
number attending prayer meeting and Sunday 
School; what societies there are and how 
many belong to them; what is given by each 
to Home, and Foreign, and all other schemes. 
There are places for forty-seven different items 
of information in figures, regarding each con- 
gregation and its work. Scarcely a question 
can be asked, of things capable of being put 
into figures, concerning any congregation of 
our Church, but finds there an answer. Then 
there are pages and pages of averages, totals, 
comparisons, etc., until one wonders at the 
ingenuity that could devise and tabulate such 
numerous amd varied ways of giving  infor- 
mation and from so many standpoints. The 
more one looks into that store-house of infor- 
mation, the Blue-Book, the more inexhaust- 
ible it seems. One drawback to their value 
is the difficulty of getting accuracy and  uni- 
formity in the reports from sessions and con- 
gregations. 


“Tf you seek his monument look around 
you,”’ is the epitaph in St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
to its great architect. No better proof is 
needed of the value of Augmentation, this 
grand nursing scheme of the Church, than its 
monuments all over the tand. Since’ the 
scheme in its present shape was started, four- 
teen years ago, twenty-eight congregations in 
the East, and over two hundred in the West, 
have been nursed by it into self-support, and 
are now in their turn helping on the work of 
the Church in Home and Foreign lands, 

Where the three Funds, Home Mission, 
Church and Manse, and Augmentation, have 
each played so large a part in the solid 
growth and progress oi our Church in the 
Home land, it is difficult to say which in its 
measure has been the most helpful, but this 
can be said, that the Augmentation Fund has 
in its sphere done a grand work in helping 
weak congregations to a settled pastorate 
and to self-support; and without it our 
Church, and the cause of right, the cause of 
Christ, in Canada, would not be in the posi- 
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tion that it is in to-day. As patriots, as Pres- 
byterians, as Christians, one of the best in- 
vestments we can make for the future good 
of our country, our Church, our Christianity, 
is the loyal support of such a scheme as this 
one which nurses into self-support, all over 
our land, organized bodies of men and women 
whose one aim in organization and work is 
the establishment and up-building of good- 
ness and truth. 


The temperance stream, water, always 
flows deep and strong at Assembly. This 
year the coming plebiscite gave volume’ to 
the current, while a slight backward squall 
did its little part in relieving the monotony 
of uniformity, in calling forth the power of 
the movement, and making more apparent 
its resistless onward flow. Thus each in his 
own way contributed to the strength of the 
judgment, which, in voicing itself by resolu- 
tion, found almost unanimous expression in 
the two following recommendations of the 
Committee on Church Life and Work :— 

5. This Assembly desires to renew deliver- 
ances of past years on the subject of Tem per- 
ance, declaring the general traffic in intoxicat- 
ing drink to be contrary to the Word of God 
and to the spirit of the Christian religion, 
that total legal prohibition is the true goal 
of all efficient temperance legislation, and 
that the Church of Christ can make no com- 
promise with a traffic that is in such deadly 
antagonism to all humian happiness, all so- 
cial virtues, and all religious life. 

6. That in view of the approaching ple 
biscite the recommendation of last Assembly 
be renewed, namely :—‘‘That our people are 
hereby earnestly exhorted to use their utmost 
endeavors in every lawful way to carry the 
plebiscite in favor of Prohibition, by ani over- 
whelming majority, and thus free the Church 
from one of its deadliest foes, our land from 
untcld misery and crime, and our modern 
civilization from its direct reproach and 
shame.’’ 


“French”? night was this year well named. 
After briedy submitting the Report the Con- 
vener called in succession on a large number 
of French missionaries, who in ten minute 
addresses told of their work; while between 
the addresses a large French choir sang very 
sweetly some of their beautiful French 
hymns. The brief addresses, the variety in 
thought and speech, and also in the use of 
the English language, the quaint sweet 
French hymns, combinec:'to make a good 
French night; which came to a close by a 
characteristic address from the Old Man elo- 
quent, Pere Chiniquy, now in his ninetieth 
vear. The key note of French Evangeliza- 
tion, which was sounded very distinctly by 
Rey. Dr. Amaron at the opening of the meet- 
ing, is not proselytism, but to give to the 
French Oanadians the Word of God in their 
own tongue, to lead them to the light, the 
truth, and then to let them choose for them- 
selves their Church connection, 
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The Presbyterian Alliance is an affiliation 
of the Presbyterian churches of the world. It 
represents twenty-three millions of people and 
its Council meets once in three years. The last 
meeting was in Glasgow in 1896. The next 
will be in Washington in 1899. Our Church 
is entitled to send twenty-four delegates, and 
one of the asides of Assembly was choosing 
these delegates for next year, 

Presbyteries in appointing their commis- 
sioners to Assembly have usually some _ sys- 
tem of rotation, whereby whole or part of 
the representation is changed with each suc- 
cessive year, and the stimulus and benefit of 
attendance is shared by all. The Assembly in 
choosing its delegates has no such system, 
and as the number of ‘‘prominents’’ is some- 
what limited, practically the same men, bar- 
ring the changes made by time, are sent to 
each successive Council, and the benefit to the 
Church is in this measure limited. 


That the ‘‘world owes every man a _liv- 
ing’’ is questionable. That the world has a 
living for every man and he who seeks it 
finds it, is nearer the truth. But there can be 
no question that a living is due to the aged 
ministers who have spent their years and 
strength in the service of their church and 
country, laying in righteousness the founda- 
tions of national prosperity, .and often at 
salaries which, when their own small wamts 
and large charities were met, left them noth- 
ing for sickness or age. To give in some small 
measure this living that is due is the aim of 
the Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund. 

To receive benefit from the Fund a minister 
must be ‘‘sick or seventy,’? and must have 
paid to it his yearly rates. It is thus for 
those who have helped themselves and are 
now past age or strength for full service. 

In the West during the past year, as re- 
ported to Assembly, eighty-four such minis- 
ters received a portion of their dues, in sums 
varying lrom $100 to $250 each; anc’ in the 
East twenty-four received varying amounts 
up to $200. 


The Fund is made up by interest from in- 
vested endowment funds, by contributions 
from individuals and congregations, and by 
minister’s rates. It should be larger. The 
present rate is too small. But even the pre- 
sent amount can scarcely be continued with- 
out increased giving. 

Little do we who enjoy the fruits of their 
labor, realize what we owe, as church and 
country, to these aged ministers. There 
should be more liberal support on the part 
of all for all share in the good which their 
work has brought to our land. And _ there 
should be more cordial co-operation by all 
the younger ministers. Not only for his bre- 
thren’s sake, but for his own sake, should 
each pastor at ordination connect himself 
with the Fund by contributing his rates. 
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COMMITTEES OF ASSEMBLY. 
I. PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE, HALIFAX. 
1. Board of Management. 


Dr. Sedgwick, Chairman; Principal Pollok, 
Dr. Currie, Dr. Gordon, Prof. Falconer, Dr. 
Forrest, Messrs. Geo. Fisher, Jas. 8S. Carru- 
thers, A. Simpson, E. D. Miller, L. G. Mac- 
Neil, John McMillan, James McLean, T. 
Stewart, H. K. McLean, A. Gandier, J. M. 
Fisher, Anderson Rogers, J.S. Sutherland, 
F, C. Simpson, A. McMillan, J. F. Forbes, 
E. M. Dill, A. S. Morton, T. Cumming, Min- 
isters; and Dr. Stewart, J. D. McGregor, Hon. 
B. Rogers, Dr. James Walker, R. Murray, R. 
Baxter, Judge Forbes, and Hugh Mackenzie. 


2. Senate. 


Principal Pollok, Chairman; the Professors 
of the College; Dr. Forrest, Dr. Black, Dr. 
Geo. Bruce, Messrs. J. M. Robinson, T. Cum- 
ming, A. Simpson, H. H. Macpherson, T. 
Fowler, R. Laing, Jas. Carruthers, C. Munro, 
W. P. Archibald, Ministers; and Prof. Mac- 
donald, Prof. Walter Murray, Dr. A. 4H. 
Mackay, and R. Murray. 


ll. PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE, MONT- 
REAL, 


1. Board of Management. 


Mr. D. Morrice, Chairman; Principal Mac- 
Vicar, Dr. J. Scrimger, Dr. J. Ross, Dr. 
John Campbell, Dr. A. B. Mackay, Dr. War- 
den, Dr. Barclay; Messrs. Robert Gamble, J. 
R. McLeod, W. R. Cruickshank, J. Hastie, D. 
W. Morison, J. Fleck, W. T. Herridge, W. A. 
MacKenzie, D. Currie, T. W. Winfield and G. 
Whillans, Ministers; and Sir. J. W. Dawson, 
Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal, Messrs. 
A. C. Hutchison, W. D. McLaren, W. Yuile, 
Geo. Hyde, A. C. Clark, C. MacArthur, John 
Stirling, W. Paul, John M. Gill, Jonathan 
Hodgson, M. Hutchinson, A. 8. Ewing, Char- 
les Byrd, and Henry Birks. 


2. Senate. 


Principal MacVicar, Chairman; the Pro- 
fessors and Lecturers of the College, Dr. A. 
B. Mackay, Dr. R. Campbell, Dr. D. Pater- 
son, Dr. Barclay, Messrs. N. A. McLeod, A. 
J. Mowatt, D. Tait, W. D. Reid, John Me- 
Leod, P. H. Hutchinson, G. D. Bayne, C. B. 
Ross, 8. J. Taylor, J. A. MacFarlane, H. 
Cameron and J. R. Dobson, D. Currie, and R. 
Wihillans, representing the Alumni, Ministers; 
and Sir J. W. Dawson, Principal Peterson, 
Prof. Murray, Dr. Kelly, Messrs. D. Morrice, 
and Arch, MeGoun. 


III. MORRIN COLLEGE, QUEBEC. 


Governors appointed by the General 
sembly :—Dr. Barclay, Mr. D. Tait. 


As- 
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IV. QUBEN’S COLLEGE, 
Bursary and Scholarship Committee. 


Mr. J. McIntyre, Q.C., Convener; Principal 
Grant, Messrs. W. W. Peck, John Mackie, 
and J. D. Boyd, Ministers; and Mes:ra. Geo. 
Gillies, Judge McTavish, and G. N. North- 
rup. 


VY. KNOX COLLEGE. 
1. Board of Management. 


Mr. W. Mortimer Clark, Chairman; 
pal Caven, Dr. McLaren, Dr. Warden, 
Ballantyne, Dr. Fletcher, Dr. Parsons, 
R. N. Grant, Dr. Mungo Fraser, Messrs. S. 
Young, John Kay, E. R. Hutt, A. Stewart, 
G. R. Fasken, R. M. Hamilton, J. Neil, J. 
Currieweas Giiray, W. J’.Clark;-H.. R. Horne, 
P, Straith, R. J. M. Glassford, W. R. Mac- 
kintosh, Stuart Acheson, Dr. D. L. McCrae, 
Dr. E. F. Torrance and W. J. McCaughan, 
Ministers; and Messrs. J. K. MacDonald, Da- 
vid Fotheringham, D. D. Wilson, A. I. Me- 
Kenzie, R. Kilgour, G. Rutherford, G. OC. 
Robb, and J. A. MacDonald, Elders. 


Princi- 
Prof. 
Dr. 


2. Senate. 


Principal Caven, Chairman; the Professors 
and Lecturers of the College, Dr. Cochrane, 
Dr. Abraham, Dr. Somerville, Dr. R. Tor- 
rance, Dr. Gray, Dr. Wardrope, Dr. McCurdy, 
Dr. James Carmichael, Dr. D. C. MelIntyre, 
Dr. Milligan, Messrs. S. H. Eastman, J. S. 
Scott, M. MacGregor, W. Farquharson, H. 
McKellar, J. A. Turnbull, W. G. Wallace, D. 
M. Ramsay, J. McD. Duncan, J. W. MeMil- 
lan, J. R. S. Burnett, W. Frizzell, John Ross, 
P J. McLaren, R. Martin, J. Crawford, k. 
Peo Mackay,and W. G. Hanma,. W. A. J. 
Martin, and John MacNair, representing the 
A'urni, Ministers; and Messrs. T, Kirkland, 


A. MacMurchy, W. Mortimer Clark, Geo, 
Dickson, J. A. Paterson, and Hon. G. W. 
Ross, Elders. 
VI. MANITOBA COLEEGE., 
Board of Management. 
Sir Thomas W. Taylor, Chairman; Princi- 


pal King, Prof. Hart, Dr. Bryce, Dr. Duval, 
Dr. Robertson, Prof. Baird, Jos. Hogg, Dr. 
P. Wright, J. Farquharson, ©. B. Pitblado, 
E. D. McLaren, Jas. C. Herdman, John Hogg, 
R. G. McBeth, and C. W. Gordon, Ministers; 
and Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal, 
Messrs. J. C. Saul, J. Sutherland, A. Daw- 
son, James Fisher, Alex. MacDonald, K. Mac- 
Kenzie (Winnipeg), C. H. Campbell, and J. 
B. MacLaren, 


VII. HOME MISSIONS. 


1. Western Section. 


Dr. Cochrane, Convener; Dr. Warden, Prof. 
J. Ross, J. R. Bell, Dr. Wright, A. T. Love, 
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Dr. R. Torrance, Dr. Somerville, Dr. Mc- 
Mullen, Dr. Hamilton, Dr. J. R. Battisby, 
Dr. Dickson, Dr. Robertson (Superintendent), 
Dr. W. D. Armstrong, S. Childerhose, Dr. 


.James Stuart, A. Givan, M. W. MacLean, M. 


McKinnon, R. Moodie, A. Findlay, A. Gilray, 
J. H. Ratcliffe, J. Farquharson, Dr. J. L. 
Murray, A. Tolmie, A. Henderson, J. Rennie, 
J. M. Aull, E. D. MacLaren, W. J. McCaugh- 
an, J. A. MacKeen, A. A. Scott, Dr. E. F. 
Torrance, J. Neil, C. W. Gordon, D. Hossack, 
H. Currie, and 8. Acheson, Ministers; and 
Messrs. R. Kilgour, W. E. Roxborough, John 
Penman, Hon, E, H. Bronson, W. G. Craig, 
and Col. MacRae. 


2. Easttern Section, 


Mr. J. McMillan, Convener; Dr. Morrison, 
G. S. Carson, J. S. Dustan, A. Bowman, J. 
K, Fraser, J. R. Munro, George Ross, D. 
MacDonald, H. H. MacPherson, J. A. Forbes, 
J. M. Robinson, T. Stewart, J. W. Crawford, 
James Ross, T. F, Fullerton, D. Henderson, 
David Wright, D. J. Fraser, H. R. Grant, 
Clarence McKinnon, A. B. Dickie, A. Robert- 
son, and G. MacMillan, Ministers; and John 
Willett, H. Dunlap, R. Baxter, J. S. Smith, 
T. Cantley, Judge Forbes, A. Troop, and J. 
K. Munnis. 


VIII. AUGMENTATION. 


1. Western Section. 


Dr. Campbell, (Renfrew), Convener; Dr. 
Warden, Dr. Kellock, Dr. Robertson, Dr. 
Lyle, Dr. Somerville, Messrs. J. C. Tolmie, 


A. Findlay, C. W. Gordon, W. T. -Herridge 
Ww. J. Clark, Dr. Barclay, Dr. Wright, W. G. 
Wallace, E. D. McLaren, W. J. McCaughan, 
ard S. Houston, Ministers; and Messrs. D. 
Morrice, Joseph Henderson, A. T Crombie, 
and J. A. MacDonald. 


2, Eastern Section. 


Mr. E. Smith, Convener; J. W. Falconer, G. 
L. Gordon, Jiaames Sinclair, W. Aitken, J. EB 
Chase, Thomas Fowler, W. M. Tuffts, J. S. 
Sutherland, P. M. MacDonald, T. C. Jack, F. 
S. Bayne, D. MacGillivray, J. A. Cairns, W. 
H. Spencer, W. W. Rainmie, Geo. Millar, and 
Henry Dickie, Ministers; and Messrs. J. D. 
MacGregor, T. C. James, H. W. Cameron, 
and J. R. Calkin. 


IX. FOREIGN MISSION COMMITTER. 


Dr. Moore and Mr. A. Falconer, Joint Con- 
veners. 


1. Western Division. 


Pr. Moore, Convener; Dr. MacLaren, Dr. 
Warden, Dr. Milligan, Principal Grant, Prof. 
Baird, Dr. Barclay, Dr. Thompson, Principal 
MacVicar, Dr. J. B. Fraser, Dr. MacTavish, 
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Messrs. A. J. Mowatt, L. H. Jordan, Dugald 
Currie, R. Johnston, J. G. Shearer, and R. 
P. Mackay, Ministers; and Messrs. J. R. Mc- 
Neillie, A. Jeffrey, Geo. Gillies, D. MacKenzie, 
and D. D. Wilson. 


2, Eastern Division. 


Mr. A. Falconer, Convener; Messrs. L. G. 
MacNeill, D. MacGregor, A. F. Carr, David 
Sutherland, Dr. Morrison, Alfred Gandier, J. 
A. McGlashan, and E. D. Millar, Ministers; 
and Messrs. J. K. Blair, and L. W. John- 
ston. 


X. FRENCH EVANGELIZATION, 


Principal MacVicar, Chairman; Dr. Scrim- 
ger, Dr. R. Campbell (Montreal), Dr. Warden, 
Prof. Coussirat, Dr. Amaron, Dr. §S. Lyle, 
Messrs. R. Gamble, R. P. Duclos, J. R. Mac- 
Leod, D. MacLaren, J. K. Dobson, James 
Fleck, A. L. Geggie, G.C. Heine, W. R. 
Cruikshank, F. M. Dewey, F. H. Larkin, E. 
Scott, D. Tait, A. J. Mowatt, G. D. Bayne, 
James A. MacFarlane, M. MacGillivray, A. 
A. Scott, Alex. Forbes, J. Hastie, J. L. Ro- 
bertson, James Ross (St. John), Dr. Mac- 
Tavish, S. J. Taylor, Dr. Peter Wright, J. L. 
George, R. Atkinson, J. M. Sutherland, J. M. 
Whitelaw, J. L. McFarlane, J. B. McLaren, 
John Hay, T. F. Fullerton, W. R. Johnstone, 
J. #. McLaren, and E. Cockburn, Ministers; 
and Hon. E. H. Bronson, A. C. Hutchison, 
D. Morrice, Walter Paul, R. McQueen, Geo. 
Hay, John Herdt, P. R. Miller, Paul Payan, 
A. G. Farrell, Jas. Ramsay, Dr. Thorburn, 
W. Drysdale, Dr. Kelly, and R. Brodie (Que- 
bec). 


XI. DISTRIBUTION OF PROBATIONERS. 


Dr. Torrance, Convener; Messrs. Neil Mac- 
Pherson, Dr. Cochrane, James A. Grant, and 
J. G. Shearer, Ministers; and Mr. Geo. Ru- 
therford. 


XII. CHURCH LIFE AND WORK. 


Mr. D. D. McLeod, Convener; the Conven- 
ers of Synods’ Committees; Messrs. D. Stiles 
Fraser,:Dr. J. 8S: Black; Dr Ee We Waite Dr: 
Pv, Wright, J. D. McKay, R. Cumming, Dr. 
MacKenzie, Dr. A. B. McKay, Dr. MacNish, 
Dr. W. A. McKay, John Hay, J..E. Munro, A. 
Lee, D. G. McQueen, K. McLennan (Levis), 
J. W. Muirhead, John McInnes E. H. Saw- 
ers J, Leishman, M. C. Cameron, James Mur- 
ray (St. Catharines), James Wilson, FE. A. 
MacKenzie, A. J. McLeod, W. B. Cumming, C. 
B. Pitblado, G. Munro, J. Mackie, J. C. 
Hercran, and Willard MacDonald, Ministers; 
and Messrs. R. Murray, G. M. Roger, A. Go- 
dail, John Hardie, W. Adamson, G. Gillies, 
Dr. Beaton, N. F. McNachton, J. Charlton, 
M.P., Dr. MacDonald (Wingham), W. D. 
Russell, John Paterson (Winnipeg), and Dr. 
Wallace. 
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XIII. SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


Mr. T. F. Fotheringham Convener; the Con- 
veners of the Sabbath School Committees in 
the several Synods and Presbyteries; Dr. 
Bryce, Messrs John Young, D. Thomson, J. 
G. Stuart, Dr. M. Fraser, J. W. H. Milne. 
W. G. Hanna, D. M. Buchanan, J. MacEwan, 
Drs R. H.’Abrabam. J. AJ alfray;. SW.) ee 
Smith, W. | «rquharson Vice-Convener on 
Higher Religious instruction; Joseph Hogg, 
J. A. Brown, D. D. McLeod, W. Shearer, Pe- 
ter McNab, F. W. Murray, C. Campbell, J. W. 
Rae, Vice-Convener on Statistics; R. Petti- 
grew, John Ross, R.G. MacBeth, Daniel 
Strackan, C, Fletcher, and G. Patterson, Min- 
Rters: and Messrs. Geo. Anderson, Geo. Ru- 
cherfsrd, A. W. Falconer, J. Clark (Port 
Hope), J. Reid, James Gibson, W. N. Hossie, 
S. Waddell, G. Haddow J. M. Clark (Smith’s 
Falls), Dr. Kelly, D. Fotheringham, C. Flet- 
cher, D. T. Fraser (Montreal), R. J. MacGre- 
gor (Inglewood), W. Drysdale, James Turn- 
bull (Toronto), W. MacIntosh, J. McNeil, 
(Keene), G. A. Reid, A. Bartlett, C. M. Daw- 
son W. W. Miller, J. A. McCrea (Guelph), G. 
T. Fergusson, T. W. Nisbet, J. B. Halkett, A. 
S. McGregor, W. H. Irvin, J. A. Paterson, 
James Ross (Crescent Street, Montreal), Neil 
McKinnon, W. E. Roxborough, H. A. Wh te, 
T. Martin, W. C. Whittaker, and R. Kilgour. 


XIV. MINISTERS* WIDOWS’ 


PHANS*.E UND; 


AND OR- 


(Late Canada Presbyterian Church). 


Mr. T. Kirkland, Convener; Dr. Warden, S. 
S. Craig, W. Amos, D. R. Drummond, J. A. 
Grant, Wm. Patterson, and J. L. George, 
Ministers; and Messrs. J. L. Blaikie, J. Har- 
vie, W. Gordon, Andrew Jeffrey, W. Gal 
braith, G. F. Burns, Joseph Norwich, and D. 
Ormiston. 


Eastern Section. 


Mr. R. Laing Convener, Dr. T. Sedgwick, 
A. MacLean, A. MacLean Sinclair, J. Me- 
Lean, James Carruthers, A. F. Thompson, 
Ministers; and Messrs. R,. Baxter, G. Mitchell, 
Dr. A. H. MacKay, and J. D. MacGregor. 


XV. AGED AND INFIRM MINISTERS’ 


FUND. 
1. Western Section, 


Mr. J. K. Macdonald, Convener; Dr. Par- 
sons, Dr. Warden, Dr. W. D. Armstrong, Dr. 
Dickson, A. H. Scott, R. Laird, C. H. Cooke, 
W. G. Gordon, J. S. Hardie, E. A. Henry, H. 
McQuarrie, Dr. Fletcher, G. McArthur, F. 
McCuaig, L. H. Jordan, Ministers; Dr. Mc- 
Donald ( Hamilton), Lord Strathcona and 
Mount Royal, Dr. Wallace, Robert Lawrie, J. 
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A. Mather, H. J. Johnston, John A. Pater- 
son, W. B. MecMurrich, Alex. Nairn, Alex. 
Fraser (Dunn Ave., Toronto), A. MacMurchy, 
Geo. Rutherforc, R. Atkinson, and John 
Brown, M.L.A. 


2. Eastern Section. 


Mr, Anderson Rogers, Convener; Messrs. E, 
D. Rankin, C. MacKinnon, A. B. Dickie, D. 
Fraser, J. R. Coffin, A. MacLean Sinclair J. 
H, Chase, Willard MacDonald, C. Munro, W. 
P. Archibald, G. Leck, James Sinclair, D. 
MacDougall, Dr. Pollok, and J. F. Dustan, 
Ministers; and Messrs. D. MacDonald, Sheriff 
Arehibald, Owen Cameron, and Alex. Hen- 
derson, 


XVI. FINANCE, 
1. Western Section. 


Mr. Joseph Henderson, Convener; Dr. War- 
den, A. Nairn, Geo. Keith, R. Kilgour, Wm. 
Wilson, G. T. Fergusson, J. L. Blaikie, 
George Rutherford (Hamilton), D. Morrice, 
J. Stirling, and C. MacArthur. 


2. Eastern Section. 


Mr. J. C. MacIntosh, Convener; Dr. Morri- 
son, Messrs. David Blackwood, J. W. Car- 
michael, J. F. Stairs, Geo. Cuniinzaam 
Hugh MacKenzie, and John Stewart. 


XVIT. STATISTICS. 


Dr. R. Torrance, Convener; Dr. Gray, Prof. 
Baird, Messrs. A. M. Hamilton, A. B. Dickie, 
W. W. Kainnie, Alex. Grant, D. MacLaren, 
W. A.J. Martin, R. E. Knowles, J. Abra- 
ham, -J. MacInnis, Geo. Carson, D. McRae 
(Victoria), R. M. Hamilton, W. T. Wilkins, 
R. J. Glassford, and W. L. Clay (Victoria), 
Ministers; and Messrs. John Hawley, T. C. 
James D. F. MacOuatt, R. MacQueen, Col. 
Fraser, Col. Higginbotham, and R. S. Jack. 


XVIII. PROTECTION OF CHURQH PRO- 
PERTY. 
Hon. Justice MacLennan, Convener; Prof. 


Donald Ross, Dr. Warden, Dr. R. Campbell 
(Montreal), Dr. Pollok, Dr. R. Torrance, 
Prof. Hart, Dr. J. Campbell (Victoria), and 
Dr. Robertson, Ministers; and Hon. D. Laird. 
Messrs, J. L. Morris Q.C., G. M. Macdonnell, 
Q.C., J. MacIntyre, Q.U., Sir Thomas W, 
Taylor, W. B. MacMurrich, Hamilton Cas- 
sels, Hon. D. C. Fraser, Judge &orbes, Thorn- 
ton Fell, F. H. Chrysler, Q.C., W. B. Ross 
Q.C., J. A. MacKinnon, James Muir, Q.C., 
A. W. Thompson, Judge Stevens, Judge Mc. 
Kenzie (Sarnia), John A. Paterson, Major 
Walker, Judge Creasor, W. M. Clark, Q.C., 
Hon. Justice Sedgwick, Thomas Caswell, 
Judge Trueman, and A. G. Browning. 
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XIX. CHURCH AND MANSE BUILDING 
BOARD. 


Sir Thomas W, Taylor, Chairman; Dr. Ro- 
bertson, Dr. Duval, D. McG. Gandier, W. L. 
Clay, Joseph Hogg, G. A. Wilson, R. G. Mac- 
Beth, J. C. Herdman, James Farquharson, M. 
C. Rumball, J. A. Carmichael, C. W. Gordon, 
and D. G. McQueen, Ministers; and Messrs. 
Alexander Macdonald, C. H. Campbell, J. B. 
MacLaren, and John Paterson. 


XX. HYMNAL COMMITTEE, 


Dr. Gregg, Convener; Dr. Macrae (Quebec), 
Dr. D. M. Gordon, Dr. MacLaren, Dr. D. L. 
McCrae, Dr. Scrimger, Dr. J. Somerville, Dr. 
James, Dr. W. D. Armstrong, Dr. J. B. Fra- 
ser, Messrs. J. A. Macdomald, W. J. Dey, J. 
Thompson (Ayr), W. T. Herridge, G. C: 
Heine, James Anderson, J. B. Mullan, Alex. 
Henderson, R. S. G. Anderson, M. MacGilli- 
vray, Alexamder MacMillan, and G. Stuart, 
Ministers; and Messrs. W. B. MacMurrich, R. 
A. Becket, W. B. Geikie, M.D., John H. 
Thom, Joseph Henderson, R. Murray, James 
Gibson, James Johnson (Hamilton), and 
Prof. S. W. Dyde; the members in Toronto to 
be an Executive Committee, 


XXI. PRESBYTERIAN RECORD. 


Dr. R. H. Warden, Convener; Editor of Re 


cord, Dr. R. Campbell (Montreal), Prof. 
Scrimger, Prof. Jas. Ross, Messrs. W. R. 
Cruikshank, James Fleck, C. B. Ross, and 


Walter Paul. 


XXII. YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETIES. 


Mr. R. D. Fraser, Convener; the Convenet 
of Synod and Presbytery Committees, J 
McP. Scott, J. A. Brown, A. D. MacDonald 
(P.E.I.), W. R. MacIntosh, W. S. MacTav- 
ish, James Burgess, W. M. Thompson, W. 
Shearer, Alex. Laird, N. H. Russeil, John 
Little, C. MacKillop, R. Haddow, M. Mc- 
Gregor, J. A. Carmichael, J. S. Conning, D. 
G. McQueen, W. M. Rochester, Dr. J. Camp- 
bell eReM. eHamilton; -Gec. Pidgeon,” Dr: 
Bruce, D. Munro, R. Whitman, D. R. Drum- 
mond, T. S. Glassford, J. P. Grant, R. Pat- 
terson, S. H. Eastman, A. McWilliams, C. T. 
Tough, G. P. Duncan, T. J. Thomson (Belle- 
ville), J. W. MacMillan (Lindsay) F. M. De 
wey, Jas. Fleck, Ministers; anc: Messrs. John 
S. Smith. W. J. Parks, S. Stewart, J. C. 
Thomson, Prof. J. F. McCurdy, J. Arm- 
strong, J. H. Burgess, G. A. MacGillivray, I. 
Pitblado, J. B. MacKilligan, T. M. Hender- 
son, G. Tower Fergusson, F. Reid, J. D. 
Higginbotham, and George E. Robertson. 


XXIII. SABBATH SCHOOL PERIODICALS. 


Dr. R. H. Warden, Convener; Dr. Fletcher, 
Dr. John Thompson, Dr. McTavish, Messrs. 
Looe Jordan, J7 A. “Brown, E. Scott, and 
Hamilton Cassels. 
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GLIMPSES OF FRENCH WORK. 


Two ideas predominate in the work of 
French Evangelization, and both of these 
must commend themselves to Protestants. 

One, the chief, idea, is to give the Word of 
God to our French fellow countrymen who 
have it not. The first aim is not to make 
proselytes or Protestants; but to give them 
the word of God in their own tongue. Let 
that bring the light to them, and them to the 
‘light, and then let them choose the name of 
their faitn. 

Another thought, which touches in many a 
responsive chord, is that a great many people 
in Quebec, who are now French speaking Ro- 
man Catholics, are descendea from Scotch 
Protestants, disbanded soldiers, who settled 
there many years ago, but became gradually 
absorbed by the French; and to win our fel- 
low clansmen back, appeals to many a Scot- 
tish heart. 

From the Chicoutimi Mission, at the head 
of the Saguenay River, the missionary writes: 

The history of the field is a most interesting 

ene, showing as it does the nature of the 
work which is being carried on among the 
French. Results, also show that the work is 
as encouraging as interesting, 
' For many years before 1 was sent there as 
a missionary, this large district of the Lake 
St. John had _ been left entirely unsupplied, 
and much was lost to Protestantism through 
this neglect. 

The small Protestant community settled 
there, finding themselves deserted by their 
church and surrounded on all sides by Roman 
Catholics, naturally drifted towards the Ro- 
mish Church. 

Some twenty-five of those once Protestants 
had thus given up their faith before I came 
to the field. These people were all of Scotch 
descent—the names such as Harvey, McKen- 
zie, and Blackburn, indicate clearly that their 
fathers belonged to the Scotch regiments dis- 
banded in lower Canada at the conquest. 
During the last two years I have been so for- 
tunate as to bring back six of these people to 
the Protestant faith.’’ 


Another Missionary writes:— 

‘“‘The Montreal district is a new one to us. 
I was the first Presbyterian to preach at Lake 
Edward, and at Chambord. One woman I 
visited had not seen a missionary for fifty- 
four years. 

Many of the people read the Bible and de- 
clare they are not Roman Catholics; but they 
hesitate yet to become Protestants. They 
are, however, anxious to be taught, and they 
are thinking, too. 

One little girl said to me: ‘‘Why do the 
priests forbid us to read the Bible? I am 
anxious to read it, for I want to know the 
truth. I believe one must be born again be- 
fore one can see the Kingdom of God.’’ She 
showed her earnestness by attending all our 
services. 
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Seven new members joined tne Church last 
summer, six of whom took the communion 
for the first time. 

They expressed the earnest hope that they 
might have a missionary sent them again 
next summer. My own hope is no less fer- 
vent. 

From Cacouna, Que., the laborer reports:—— 

‘““On reaching my field I at once took up the 
work begun the year before. All through May 
and June I taught the people in the evenings, 
explaining the Scriptures and distributing 
Bibles among them, 

I gave out during the summer ten Bibles, 
twenty-four new Testaments and fifty tracts. 
The people read them eage‘ly and came to 
me at all hours to have me explain them . 

It is pitiful to note their ignorance and sup- 
erstition, and to learn the false views of Pro- 
testantism taught them by their priests. Most 
of them regard us as imfidels and will not 
hear us quietly; with a few it is different. 

Two men were impressed by what I taught 
them and refused to go to confession; at this 
the wife of one of them went to the priest in 
great distress, asking him to speak to her 
husband. 

He did so, and at the same time charged 
him to come and confess. The man _ replied 
that confession was not a divine institution, 
and he preferred to follow the Bible rather 
than the commands of the Church. He went 
on, too, to contrast the doctrine of the Bible 
with the penance and fear preached by the 
cure. 

The other man who refused confession in- 
vited me to his house, and there I talked to 
him and his wife a whole afternoon. They 
were both very grateful, and the woman in- 
vited me back, despite the suggestion of a 
neighbour, who thought I ought to be driven 
off with a broom. : 

It is harder to reach the women than the 
men; where there are old women it is impos- 
sible to do anything, for they always receive 
us with bursts of anger. Then they talk free- 
ly, and are bitter in their complaints 
against the priests, but in public they are 
silent. Some who dared not come to me vis- 
ited the lonely house of one of their number 
who had become a Protestant. The day 
breaks, for they rejoice secretly in the Scrip- 
tures, and the time is not far off when they 
will confess Christ openly. 

Four children from this district have gone 
to Pointe-aux-Trembles School, and others 
would have gone had they not been prevented. 

I visited St. Cyprian, wnere I had been two 
years before, and was pleased to find that 
Since then the people had been reading the 
Gospel and discussing it. They questioned me 
eagerly about many things, and said they 
wished to build a Church. One agreed to 
saw the timber as his share in the work. 
Though they don’t attend the Roman Cath- 
olic Church they are unwilling to break open- 
ly with it until they feel themselves strong 
enough to call a Protestant minister, 
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At another village which I re-visited I 
found a number of people anxious to hear 
me, Among them was one who had left the 
Church of Rome. 

He told me of a conversation with the 
priest in which the latter admitted that he 
was not teaching the Gospel, but justified 
himself by saying the Pope was now Christ, 
and his commands were to be placed above 
all others, The same man spoke to me earn- 
estly about his fellows, saying: ‘“‘They are 
like sailors wrecked on the ocean and yet 
distrustful of those who come to save them.’’ 

Yet there are many eager hearts among 
them who have accepted the pure faith new- 
ly offered. 

They delay their profession until they can 
make it without fear of persecution. 

Anc' let us not be harsh in our judgment of 
them for this, for their long servitude to 
Rome has cowed their spirits and numbed 
their hearts. 

God knows his own and watches tenderly 
over them. At His coming many of those 
now unknown to the visible Church shall 
stand as his faithful servants. 


A COLPORTEUR’S EXPERIENCE, 


“The first house atS R that I en- 
tered, the father of the family, a little dry 
wrinkled man, took the Bible in his hand, 
opened it and read a few lines, and then 
brusquely closing it, burst into a passion 
and was most abusive of me and all such 
people who ‘‘walk the roads selling bad 
books.’’ I picked up the despised book and 
said a few kind words to the angry man and 
went on my way witha sad heart at the 
sight of the awful ignorance in which the 
people have been kept by their clergy. How- 
ever, in the next house I was very politely re- 
ceived, and had the pleasure of reading some 
portions of the Gospel. I soon moticed a sort 
of silent invitation on the part of the peo- 
ple. They seemed to be getting tired of op- 
pression and to have a desire for knowledge. 

But how slow this movement towards pro- 
gress is in these homes, remote from the een. 
tres, and where the people follow the same 
old ruts. I found a cordial hospitality, but 
as soon as the conversiation turned on reli- 
gion 1 was simply shown the door, or inno- 
cently asked if the Mass was contained in the 
New Testament. I have been altogether sur- 
prised to meet Roman Catholics, who, after 
conversing with them, declared that they did 
not believe in such or such a doctrine of their 


church, and when asked how they could 
practice what they did not believe in, they 
replied, ‘Ah! you see we must do as others 


do, and then become absolutely unwilling to 
say another word, such is the fear of their 
neighbor’s ‘opinion, and perhaps of suffering 
earthly loss. 

‘IT entered a house at St. R., and asked the 
father of the home if he did not want to pro- 
cure a copy of God’s Word. He could not 
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read but the mother took the book, and ex- 
amining it exclaimed, ‘Ah its the Bible 
you’re selling. The priest forbids us to read 
it, and he has advised us to put you out as 
a bad man.’ Then your priest does not know 
the teaching of the good Lord, who says, ‘Do 
good to your enemies, bless those that curse 
you.’ She was surprised, and the husband 
answered, ‘that’s the truth.’ After some con- 
versation I again asked if they would not 
buy this Bible which the priest despised. The 
man and woman looked at each other, and 
said, ‘it will be when you pass this way 
again.’ I left and had hardly gone two acres 
from the house when one of the boys overtook 
me and bought the book. What a joy it was 
to see that God had put into their hearts the 
desire to read His Word. 

‘‘After reading a few chapters in the home 
of a man bitterly opposed to Protestants, he 
found them so beautiful that they bought a 
Bible. ‘he mother said ‘we can’t read, but 
our neice comes to see us often and we will 
have her read for us.’ ” 


POSSIBILITIES OF THE WEST. 


Because of its extent and resources, Western 
Canada is sure to play a more important part 
in Canadian affairs in the future than in the 
past. It is estimated that the country is 
capable of supporting a population of from 
25,000,000 to 50,000,000 in ease and com- 
fort. Population in. the Maritime Provinces 
is stationary; the population of Quebec and 
Ontario is increasing at the rate of about 
one per cent. per annum; that of Manitoba 
and the country westward increased about 
180 per cent. between 1881 and 1891; and 
it is confidently maintained that 800,000 
people will be found in the West when the 
next: census is taken; and that in 1905 the 
West will have overtaken the Maritime Pro- 
vinces, 

The shifting of the centre of population 
westward means the shifting of the political © 
and commercial centre. The press, public 
men and business men are preparing for the 
change; the Church must do the same, if she 
is not to be left hopelessly behind. 

The Presbyterian Church in the United 
States (North) has underta’en no new home 
mission work for three years. It reduced its 
staff during that time from 1,750 to 1,416, 
and ceased to employ students during the 
jummer as formerly. Other Churches in that 
country have, in a similar way, seriously 
shortened their cords. 

This neglect of the West, in the Republic, 
has brought about the decay of true religion. 
In large sections of the country, lynching, 
murder, gambling, divorce, drinking and 
lewdness are sapping the foundations of so- 
cial order. ’ 

Similar conditions and forces will produce 
similar results in Canada. In some districts 
these sins have shown their head already, and 
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effort should be made to remove them root 
and branch. It is pleasing to observe that 
che Gospel everywhere has proved itself to be 
the power of God to save. In scme districts 
where tact and determination were needed to 
secure a foothold we heve now seli-sustaining 
congregations. 


THE YUKON DISTRICT. 


The Yukon district requires separate treat- 
ment. This region lies north of British Col- 
umbia and between the Rocky Mountains and 
Alaska. The United States claims a strip 
southward along the Pacific Coast from Mt. 
St. Elias for 400 miles; this makes Yukon a 
sort of Hinterland, the nearest inlets and har- 
bours being in the disputed area. The dis- 
trict is about 600 miles in length and 500 
miles in width; and the gold.bearing belt, ac- 
cording to Ogilvie, about 150 miles wide 
and 550 or 600 miles long. Access to the 
country is at all times difficult, and especially 
in winter, owing to the severity of the clim- 
ate and the lack cf travelling facilities. Min- 
ers and supplies are entering the country 
chiefiy by the Taku Inlet, Stikine River, 
Lynn Inlet and Yukon River. From Lynn 
Inlet three routes start, from the Pyramid 
Harbour, Dyea and Skaguay. The White 
Pass from Skaguay is 2,600 in elevation, and 
the Chilkoot 1,000 feet more. Owing to dis- 
tance, numerous bars, and shallow water, the 
route by the mouth of the Yukon River is 
not popular. 


MINERS. 


In January, February and March 25,000 are 
said to have entered the Yukon district; and 
up to the present time 35,000 is the estimate. 
The defeat of a bill to build a railway be- 
tween Glenora and Teslin, and the snow 
slides in the Chilkoot Pass, by which 150 
men and 10,000 tons of supplies were 
swept into the abyss below, checked the in- 
rush till navigation should open. 

Unless the wealth of the district is greatly 
exaggerated, in spite of the hardships to be 
encountered, gold seekers will steadily flow 
in, and with them an army of men and 
women to pander their appetites and pas- 
sions. This is not a matter of conjecture; 
sad reports have already come to hand of the 
doings of vile and villainous scoundrels and 
of the fall of many of whom better things 
might have been expected. Their moral de- 
fences were forced. 


A PROSPEROUS YEAR. 


Since the progress of the Church in the 
West is somewhat bound up with the mater- 
ial interests of the country, a few general 
statements will assist in making clear the 
obligations resting on our Church, Last year 
was profitable for the farmers of the West; 
absence of autumn frosts, a fair crop and 
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good prices enabled Manitoba farmers to real- 
ize$18,000,000 on the year’s returns, and 
-hose of Eastern Assiniboia four or five mil- 
ions more. By this handsome return debts 
were wiped out, mortgages lifted, better 
buildings erected and confidence inspired. The 
area under crop this year is one-fourth larger 
chan last year, and the prospects are so_ far 
zering,. 


IMMIGRANTS. 


Last year 9,700 settlers passed through 
Winnipeg to take up land in Manitoba and 
the North West. This year, during January, 
February and March alone over 10,000 pass- 
ed through, not to speak of 2,500 Canadians 
who were on their way tothe Klondyke. 
[he prospects are that Manitoba and the 
Territories will get an accession of 20,000 or 
25,000 people this year. About one-half of 
the incomers are English-speaking, from Past- 
ern Canada. the Motherland, or the United 
States: the others are foreigners from North- 
en and Central Europe. 

The exhaustion of free grant lands in the 
United States. the restrictions placed on im- 
migration, and the war now being waged 
between the United States and Spain, will 
likely divide the stream of emigration from 
Europe, and send a much larger proportion 
yf it to the shores of Canada. The Teutons, 
and Scandinavians are generally speaking, 
of good physique, industrioas, law-abiding, 
and promise to become good settlers; but 
strenuous and. sustained efforts must be put 
forth to assimilate and Christianize them, if 
trouble is to avoided in the future. The dan- 
ers Of the Republic to the south, by leaving 
large masses of population unassimilated, 
should prove a warning to Canada. 


MORMON SETTLEMENT. 


As is known to the Church, there is a con- 
siderable colony of Mormons established at 
the foot of the Rocky Mountains, just north 
of the International boundary line. On com- 
ing to Canada thev agreeu :o observe our 
laws in the matter of marriage, but, having 
brought all their wives with them, their cir- 
cumstances are rather unfavorable to the ob- 
servance of their pledge. 

They have built a temple, got an act of in- 
corporation from the Legislature at Regina 
by a vote of 14 to 10, in spite of strenuous 
opposition, and are establishing themselves 
firmly. They are in close touch with the 
Mormons of Montana and Utah, who have 
an army of 1300 missionaries at work in Eu- 
rope, the United States and Canada. These 
missionaries, too, are making converts even 
in Canada, especially in districts which Christ- 
ian Churches are negiecting. The Alberta set- 
tlement is likelv to receive large accessions 
during the coming summer, and prompt ener- 
getic measures are necessary to prevent the 
spread of this pernicious system. 


1898 


Our foreign Missions. 


Designation services for the Missionaries to 
Korea will be held in the first Presbyterian 
Church, Truro, 12 July. The three missionar- 
ies will be present. On the following even- 
ing, 13th July, farewell services will be held 
in St. John. A deepened interest in Foreign 
Missions and especially in Korea has been 
created by their visits to the congregations of 
the Maritime Provinces, 


Twenty-seven Chinese sitting at the Lord’s 
table, in Chang te Fu, Honan, on a_ recent 
Sabbath, fourteen of them or the first time, 
was a sight to gladden the missionaries who 
took part, Mackenzie, Goforth, and others. 
Twelve of them, who had been over a year on 
probation, were baptised that morning. ‘‘He 
that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing  pre- 
cious seed, shall doubtless come again with 
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.”’ 


“The following is a good example of the 
persistence of the Chinese in seeking treat- 
ment,’? writes one of our Honan Missionar- 
ies. ‘‘After very careful examination of a 
man’s eyes the doctor pronounced them incur- 
able. The patient’s companion at once  pro- 
strated himse!f to touch the doctor’s feelings. 
Being assured it was useless he sat down 
while others were being treated, but presently 


returned to the attack, saying he had come 
over 3800 li (100 miles), and asking that 
either by medicine or operation the doctor 


help him. Being told that nothing would cure 
these eyes, he sat dowm again, but presently 
returned, saying, ‘He is my brother, and both 
his eyes are useless while mine are ‘both good; 
will you take out one of mine and substitute 
it for one of his ?’ The missionary told him 
that was quite hopeless, and tried to direct 
him to the spiritual things of which the 
preacher had just been telling him. A _ friend 
suggested that he would have to enter our 
church. He said: ‘I’1] most willingly do that 
if only my brother’s eyes can be cured.’ Would 
that such brotherly love were more common 
in China and might lead to Him who gave 
His life for us, and not simply am eye.’’ 


Of Romish agents in Honan one of our 
missionaries writes:—‘‘They still continue 
their proselytism. The doctrinal inducements 
held out are—Worship of Mary—whom they 
accuse the Protestants of slighting by not 
honoring equally with her Son—vUniform 
Prayer—it being incredible that God will 
hear the various prayers of needy men—Ab- 
solution from Sin—which cannot be bestowed 
by pastor, but can by priest. To most Chin- 
ese the temporal inducements are more sub- 
stantial, viz., help in all their lawsuits, pro- 
tection from all persecution or reviling from 
religious causes, and in some cases free edu- 
cation and board for their children. Where 
our members can read, they are able to’ op- 
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pose the worldly arguments with Scripture, 
and with some skill, the Romanist propagan- 
dists not being able to answer them from the 
same source. Indeed the priest at a debate 
here, speaking of the Protestants’ dependence 
on the Bible, said they were dealing in 
only one commodity, but the Roman Catholic 
Church is a ‘‘General Store.’’ 

It is noteworthy that of those chiefly re- 
sponsible for introducing the Romanists into 
these three places, three have been refused ad- 
mission to the Protestant church, and one 
was suspended, all because of conduct, not of 
doctrine.’’ 


HOW IT LOOKS IN HONAN. 


Some things have two sides to them. The 
‘“‘Hsin Pao,’’ one of the Ms papers of the 
Honan Mission, has the following:— 

‘‘A writer in a recent number of a home 
journal pokes fun at the folks who ‘‘go home 
on furlough once in seven years and live in a 
halo of glory that envelops them.”’ 

Perhaps we do get more than we deserve, 
but every seven years seems hardly too often 
to ‘“‘shut down for repairs.’’ At any rate we 
will gladly share our privileges with our less- 
favored brethren. Why should’nt overworked 
and tired men at home go on furlough too, 
but instead of going to Germany let them 
come to China, India, or Formosa. Of course 
men would miss the advantages of the uni- 
versities of Germany, but a year’s sojourn, 
say in China, might help to clear up some of 
the difficulties connected with such obscure 
passages as Matthew 28: 19, etc., etc. 

It would be good for the foreign mission- 
aries, and would bea great thing for the 
Church at home, and we believe a financial 
success too in the long run. 

Our college professiors, editors, commititee 
memibers, ministers, and all, should have 
their furlough in their turn. We won’t grudge 
it to them, and more than that we’ll lend 
our halo to the very first man who comes,’’ 


IN A HONAN DISPENSARY. 


During the month of April there were in al) 
at the dispensary here 1,638 treatments of 
old and new patients. Among the patients 
was a Hsien Magistrate, with umbrellas, 
flags, soldiers, etc., also some guns of smaller 
calibre. There were abscesses, tumors, catar- 
acts, etc. 

Two cases of opium poisoning were brought 
and successfully treated; three others were re- 
ported, but they were not brought here and 
could not be treated. Five in-patients were 
under treatment for the opium habit. One 
old man, who is also an opium user, has been 
in the habit for several years of swallowing 
daily (so he said) several ounces of stone 
dust. His tobacco pouch was well filled with 
sand, in evidence of the truth of his assertion. 
A small boy was brought to be cured of the 
habit of eating tobacco. 
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One day two old women, Mrs. Li and Mrs. 
Chao, came to the dispensary, ‘‘the blind 
leading the blind.’’ Mrs. Li was quite blind 
with cataract in both eyes. Mrs. Chao, with 
inturned eye-lids, was not much better. Nei- 
ther of them had any one to wait on them, 
but they went away to talk the matter over 
and after a few days came back for operation. 
Mrs. Li, being the blindest, was to be oper- 
ated on first, and Mrs. Chao would wait on 
her and when her eye was well they would 
change places. 

When it came to be Mrs. Chao’s’ turn for 
operation, we wanted to do both the eyes, 
Dut she refused, giving as the reason, that 
they had agreed to be treated eye about, and 
it was Mrs. Li’s turn next. 


A LETTER FROM HONAN. 
By Rev. R. A. Mitchell. 


Hsin Chen, Honan, April 22nd, 1898. 
Dear Mr. Scott, 

We have neither Luther nor Eck in North 
Honan, yet the battle goes on between those 
whose rule of faith is the Scripture only, and 
those who add traditions and customs of 
men, 

Some two months ago, Mr. Goforth re- 
ceived a letter from Father Gerard of Little 
Fort (Hsien Ohen), saying that it was report- 
ed to him that Mr. Goforth called the Roman 
Catholic a false Church, and asking him to 
come to Little Fort, and prove it in public de- 
bate. Mr. Goforth replied that he would 
gladly do so when he had time, assuring the 
priest that this time he would not spare the 
papacy. 

Two weeks ago, the rush at the time of 
the Literary Examination in Chang Fe Fu 


being over, Mr. Goforth was ready for the 
debate, and, along with Mr. McKenzie and 
the writer, reached Little Fort on the 7th 


inst. In arranging the time Mr. Goforth had 
thought only of his slack time and had for- 
gotten about Easter. Word reached him 
when about to leave home that the priest 
would prefer deferring the debate until Mon- 
day. No objection was made tuo that, but as 
the carts had already been ordered, all eame 
on thinking three days extra preaching the 
Gospel would do no harm to the cause of 
Christ. Seeing, however, that we had arriv- 
ed, the priest preferred to go on with the de- 
bate on Friday, though he would be very 
busy between whiles. 

The headquarters of the Protestants were 
the largest room of the inn, about thirty feet 
long, twelve wide, and eight high, with un- 
plastered mud walls, roof of reeds festooned 
with cobwebs and pendant straws, thirty to 
the square foot. Door and window (in one) 
consisted oi a six-foot omission of the front 
wall, which at night was partially closed by 
a screen of corn stalks leaned against the 
eave. The floor was mother earth. Eight 
feet of one end was occupied with the mud- 
brick bed, and abou? the same space at the 
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other end, fenced off by a manger, showed 
signs of its ordinary occupants. 

The place of debate was a point on the 
roadside, slightly raised, and under the shade 
of a willow tree, which lent its kindly pro- 
tection from the hot sun, 

The debate was begun by Mr. Goforth read- 
ing the first commandment, and proceeding to 
show that the Roman Catholic Church break 
it in their adoration of Mar,, in their prayers 
ascribing to her such attribuces and giving 
her such titles as the Scriptures give only to 
our Lord Jesus Christ and the Heavenly 
Father. 

The priest’s defence seemed to give Mary a 
place decidedly lower than what is given her 
in the actual use of their Church. During the 
morning the debaters did not seem to come 
to close quarters, apparently running on par- 
allel lines. 

In the afternoon, Mr. Goforth, opened :with 
a concise summing up on the subject of Mari- 
olatry, and went on to show that the mass 
was another offence against the 1st Com- 
mandment. Under this head, variety in in- 
terpretation in Scripture necessarily came up. 
Father Gerard had said repeatedly that he 
had not much time to read the Scripture, but 
here he ridiculed the variety among the Pro- 
testants, and claimed its infallible guide in 
the Church, and taunted the Protestants as 
not being in existence four hundred years ago, 
our ancestors being Roman Catholics. A 
little later he objected to the reading of the 
Church’s persecuting edict against all who did 
not believe in the ‘‘real presence,’’ saying that 
Western things belonged to the West, and 
should not be mentioned to the Chinese. 

Later, a misunderstanding by Mr. Goforth 
as to what verse of Scripture the priest had 
asked him to read, led to his reading a verse 
referring to Judas, and caused an excursus on 
the cupidity of the Roman Catholic Church, 
As a result, the last address of the day by the 
priest was a violent repudiation oi the charge 
fastening it on the pastors who, he said, were 
selling the Lord for $800 a year with extras 
for ‘“‘old women and _  kids.’’ They are 
all hirelings who will not protect their flock, 
but he protects his to the end. If he cannot 
do so in the district court he will go to the 
Prefect; if that will not do, then on to 
the provincial capital and thence on to’ the 
imperial capital. 

Next morning when the debate was about 
to begin, the priest, who the previous day 
had fought shy of Scripture, insisted that the 
Bible only be quoted in debate, and that all 
the histories Mr. Goforth had at hand were 
useless. The latter objected to being limited, 
saying that he would prove from facts that 
the Roman Catholic Church’s fruit was such 
as the good tree of Scripture did not produce. 
The priest asked if he wanted to tell all the 
vile things of history and ‘‘dig out his face’’ 
before the Chinese. Father Gerard had deter- 
mined that this should not be done, and the 
meeting closed somewhat in disorder, after 
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which arrangements were made for another, 
beginning in the afternoon. 

Meantime the people of the neighborhood 
took up the matter, and objected to the de- 
bate going on, even threatening to stop it by 
force, Eventually both parties agreed to ac- 
cede to their wishes, and Messrs. Goforth and 
McKenzie left for home on Monday morning. 
My cart not having arrived, I waited three 
days longer to try to still further impress 
Gospel truths. 

The advisability of a public debate between 
Roman Catholics and Protestants in China, 
is very problematical. But I think that in 
Little Fort, where the priest has been carry- 
ing on his work for two years, this visit of 
the pastors is not without avail, even though 
the report has spread to other places that 
they ran away as before. 

At Easter Sunday Mass, the Roman Catho- 
lics had 250 present, as a result of two years 
work in that neighborhood, but one gets 
some inkling into the kind of work by hear- 
ing the remarks of the heathen. A common 
saying is that the Protestants are the ‘‘wen”’ 
(literary), and the Roman Catholics the ‘‘ure’’ 
(military) preachers. Wherever the Roman 
Catholics have gone, the words commonly as- 
sociated with their name are ‘‘open a school 
with free food,’’ and ‘‘carry 9n a lawsuit.”’ 
Some men are kept in employ whose sole 
duty is to attend to lawsuits. To bea 
member of the Roman Catholic Church as- 
sures protection from all outsiders, and in 
some cases those who have to come into con- 
flict with church members have been fined by 
the priest without any reference to the Chin- 
ese officials. The country-side is afraid of the 
priest, as even the magistrate has had_ to 
apologise for offending him. For this author- 
ity he depends on the prestige of the French 
name, though he is an Italian. When charg- 
ed with it in debate, he retorted that we were 
not English, (the name for the British Em- 
pire is Ying, taken from the word England), 
but Canadians. 

Such means of conversion cannot assure a 
high state of morality, and one village is re- 
ported where there are a large number of con- 
verts nearly all dealers in salt, (an illicit traf- 
fic, as salt is a government monopoly). One 
man who was last year suspended from our 
membership for unchristian behaviour is now 
in their employ as a proselytiser. Another 
man whom we have for two years refused to 
record as a catechumen, though he has stud- 
ied considerable doctrine, is now trying to ar- 
range that the Roman Catholics rent a house 
in his village. It may be said that we should 
not grudge them such men. But such are the 
means of bringing in the enemy where he 
might not otherwise be, and, moreover, they 
are themselves in less hope of coming to the 
truth from the Roman Catholic Church than 
from the heathen, because of the monstrous 
claims of that Church to easily forgive sin, 
etc, 

Yet we are hopeful that at the very centre 
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of this influence there may still be a work to 
the glory of God. Large numbers heard the 
Gospel during our seven days visit, two or 
three men spent nearly the whole time listen- 
ing. One of these said, ‘‘you have told me 
a great deal about Jesus, now please tell me 
about His resurrection.’’ Again he said, ‘‘I 
am an ignorant old man who canmot read, 
and have never prayed, but perhaps Jesus 
loves me, I love Jesus, will be enough to pray 
with.’’ Another man declared his faith and 
asked that we continually pray for him. 

It is perhaps not strange that numbers who 
have but lately professed faith in Jesus, and 
whose knowledge is not great, should’be in- 
duced to enter a church which claims to have 
all that we can give of the blessed truth of 
the Gospel, and besides, assures to its con- 
verts free schooling, (with food’ for their 
children, and protection from all persecution 
and reviling. It behooves us all to be more 
earnest and constant in prayer, that the arm 
of the Lord may be about the new converts, 
and may protect them from injury while es- 
tablishing them in the pure faith, which was 
once delivered to the saints, Though many 
disappointments come from those of whom 
we hoped great things, yet we rest assured 
that the Lord God omnipotent reigneth and 
that eventually his truth will prevail. 

Yours sincerely, 
Robert. A. Mitchell. 


“ENLIGHTENED”? CHINA, 


Letter from Rev. J. Griffiths. 


Chang Te Fu, Honan, 
March 21st, ’98. 

Last week when the students and gradu- 
ates now up for examination in this city, 
were visiting our compound by hundreds, 
someone took opportunity to drop an anony- 
mous letter for our edification and warning. 
The letter is in Wen-li, the classical language 
of China, and is beautifully written. It 
must, therefore, have been prepared by one of 
the literati—apparently by a man familiar 
in some measure with the work here. 
Through Mr. Wang, one of our native preach- 
ers, who 1s a graduate, and Mr. Goforth, this 
translation is secured. Some months ago 
there was dropped in our compound another 
anonymous letter, evidently in the same 
hand-writing, and containing violent threats 
against the mission. As a comment upon the 
virulent attack of this critic it is sufficient to 
state that the literary men have never before 
been here in such numbers. Nor have they 
ever before been so friendly, well-behaved, 
and evidently anxious for Western knowledge. 
Indeed the chief examiner has, upon command 
of the Emperor, informed the 4,000 students 
now here that in the future they will be ex- 
pected to pay attention toWestern learning. 

The envelope of the above-mentioned letter 
is addressed :—‘‘The Jesus Hall.’’ 

“Open and you will find the contents to 
your profit.’’ 
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Yhe Setter runs— 


I constantly hear it said that there some. 
where exists a pair of scrolls. On one of 
these it is written ‘‘Heaven and Earth and 
Map and all things were brought forth in 
order.’? On the other it is written, ‘‘Confu- 
cianism and Buddhism and Taoism have been 
perfected into one system.’’ This result is 
not the production of man. It certainly is 
the decree of Heaven, Earth, and the gods. 
Of recent years those little kingdoms outside 
China have devised evil doctrines—among 
these that a certain Jesus came to earth ‘to 
save men by many plans. He is styled the 
Great Saviour of ithe world, and they say 
those good and benevolent gods which thle 
Buddhists and Taoists worship are only false 
gods. They say that whosoever believes this 
doctrine, the stupid shall become wise and the 
evil good; but any one who will not believe 
this doctrine will go down into the fire-pit. 
‘‘Why do you Chinese not believe this doc- 
trine and accept this plan of salvation ?’’ 

To rebut this. Do we not know that every 
sect has a head or lord to whom it looks ? 
Now you come in with a plan diverse from 
all others, and how can you expect people to 
believe you? Now supposing this plan can 
make the stupid wise, and evil men good, and 
cause men to attain unto eternal life, could 
there possibly be any one who would not be- 
lieve it? But, on the other hand, if this is 
false, your Great World-Saviour becomes a 
Great World-Seducer, 


We admit that the Chinese people are infer- 
for in the line of mechanical invention. If 
we would compare ourselves with Western 
peoples on that line we could hold no com- 
parison with them. But I must on the other 
hand say that this great Middle Kingdom is 
controlled by the true doctrine. As for the 
knowledge of propriety, and reason, and mor- 
ality, and upright conduct, this, together 
with the 10,000 material productions of 
China, places this Empire ona pinnacle of 
eminence and fame among the kingdoms _ of 
earth. So that, though in a mechanical line 
we do not stand high, yet our scholarship 
and culture can be paralleled by none. So if 
these things were not given from the high 
heaven how could the Chinese attain such 
pre-eminence ? If it has not been that all 
these gods have been helping on the Chinese 
how could they ever have attained to such 
heights of glory ” 

We know that the ordinary man does not 
become a spirit, but by the conquering of de- 
sire and by meditation one becomes’ trans- 
formed into a spirit; but though they can at- 
tain to be gods yet they are not equal to the 
great Supreme. Why is it, then, that you 
say there is only one God ? You certainly are 
wrong. All men under heaven have earthly 
parents. Now, supposing I have a_ genuine 
friend. His parents may be more to me than 
even my own parents. Why do you say, then, 
that we can have only one father and mo- 
ther (i.e., that your friends’ parents are not 
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also yours) ? Are you not certainly wrong? 
So here you are proven wrong in your ideas 
about parents. So are you in your’ ideas 
about the gods. So the god which treats me 
best is the best god for me. 

This Jesus doctrine is only a foreign doc- 
trine, and is suited only for foreigners to fol- 
low, so that we Chinese can look at it and 
listen to it, but we must not follow it. So 
my hope is that the people of this land will, 
with one heart and one mind, rise up and in 
the name of heaven destroy this evil sect. 

I will insert a little poem also :— 


The Jesus Hall is bright and new; 

The new religious fad has come. 

You plot and preach your doctrines false, 

A hundred plans to cheat the Chinese heart. 

The Emperor you insult, the people you 
abuse; 

Destruction to the gods your only object is. 

In prefect, town, amd hamlet, are your halls; 

Who knows what villanies you have at heart? 

Say that you preach, but falsehood all it is; 

Say that you heal, but where’s the proof of 
this ? 

Just let your myriad tricks and plans go on, 

But, when the people will it, up your root 
will come, 

Subtle you are with blessing mouth 
viper heart, 

But judgment swift will fall on you ere long. 

Beware, ye foreigners! The day of vengeance 
dire 

When of one mind the people shall become. 

Rebellion terrible on all sides caused by you; 

The Kiaochou affair you know right well. 

Of course you say it’s not your kingdom’s 
quarrel, 

According to my view you’re just the same as 
they. 

Russia and India on your foreign maps 

Are colored diversely, of course, but still 

Their ancestry is plainly still the same. 

Turtles you are with tapering heads and lit- 
tle brains; 

From such a race never has one man been a 
king, 

You tributary foreigners have never yet 

Furnished a single man to be our Emperor, 

So fret and strive at will, but this know well 

Not even a reprobate will ever follow you, 

Save but the WBastern Suburb one-eyed 
Sheep (1) 

His name for execration shall be held, 

Throughout the earth, for of the moon 

The 3rd and 6th and 9th this traitor knave 

Offers his homage to you rebel foreigners. 

His idle tales and stories false are all in vain. 

I pray the Emperor’s soldiers soon may come 

And crush into oblivion your whole tur- 
tle (2) nest. 

These devilish reprobates will drive away 

And lead our good men baek. 


(1) Mr. Yang, one of our finest native 
Christians. His name is proneunced the same 
as the Chinese word for sheep. 

(2; Has associations here which make it 
one of the vilest terms a Chinaman can use. 


and 
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THE NEW HEBRIDES. 


From Erromanga, Mr. Robertson writes 
as submitted to the Assembly:— 


It is now twenty-five years and nine months 
since Mrs. Robertson and I took possession of 
Erromanga in the name of the King of 
Kings. Our prayer the night the first ‘‘Day- 
spring’’ left us here—the day of settlement 
—was ‘‘Erromanga for Christ!’’ That pray- 
er has been answered; to God be all the 
glory. 

Surely it is no small honor to succeed such 
men, in their work here, as John Williams, 
James Harris, James McNair, and the broth- 
ers Gordon; and our Church, too, has been 
honored, for the Gordons, McNairs, a6 well 
as the present missionary and his wife, were 
all sent out and supported by the Canadian 
Church. 

Again, your three missionaries now in the 
New Hebrides have been twenty-five years 
each in the field, making a record, say for one 
laborer, of seventy-five years, and if we add 
to Mr. Macdonald’s, who joined the mission 
when we did, we have four men, bring up the 
record to one hundred years for one man. 
And four of your mission families namely, 
the Geddies, MacKenzies, Annands and Rob- 
ertsons, toiled for a quarter of a century in 
this mission, or equai to 100 years’ work of a 
missionary and his wife. 


During the year, or since May, 1897 I 
have received on the island towards the 
Teachers’ Fund up to the present time (March 
5, 1898) in sterling money, the sum of £44, 
and of this, £4. 8s. 9d. was marriage fees ! 
1 do not make a charge, but state our needs 
and say that if any man young or old, 
whom I marry, is able and willing to give 
ten shillings, more or less, for the Teachers’ 
Fund, it will be gratefully received and ap- 
plied to that worthy object, which they 
should all regard as a sacred duty to main- 
tain. 


A few, chiefly young fellows, who get beau- 
.tiful young brides (?), respond gracefully, and 
sometimes an old man who gets a young 
wife; and a short time ago the bridegroom 
gave 5s. and the bride came smiling up, after 
the ceremony, with 5s. too. She seemed 
pleased with her bargain. Others of the men 
seemed doubtful about it until they get bet- 
ter acquainted with their wives (many of 
them have never exchanged words with their 
life companion until that day of their mar- 
riage, but most of them have their full share 
of words after marriage). 

Over the whole island our teachers and the 
better classes among their people prepared, 
in all, 4,000 lbs. of arrowroot last year, of 
a superior quality. This is 1,000 lbs. more 
than we ever made in any one year, and I 
promised the people if they would put forth 
a special effort last year, and make a large 
quantity I would apply a proportion of the 
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proceeds, less expenses, to ‘‘The Erromangan 
Teachers’ Fund,’’ and Ll intend to apply one- 
fourth, or proceeds of 1,000 lbs., to that ob- 
ject. 


We have refunded to the B. & F. Bible Soc- 
iety the cost of printing and binding 2,000 
copies of the four Gospels and the Acts of the 
Apostles. The Society very generously made 
a reduction of £28, and Mr. Barnett forward- 
ed out to me quite lately their receipt in full 
for the balance against us. We are now go- 
ing to begin to bank something with Society 
towards paying for printing the entire N. T. 
when it is ready. 

Three of our best teachers died during the 
year, of whom two were old and tried elders, 
and one of these was a young teacher and 
helper with James D. Gordon over twenty- 
eight years ago. 

We have on Erromanga 36 teachers, 3800 
communicants, and a population of 1,500. 


FORMOSA. 


The report to Assembly says: 


The year 1897 in North Formosa has been 
one of trouble, anxiety, and danger. Armed 
bandits scoured the country wrecking ven- 
geance on solitary Japanese— plundering nat- 
ives and seizing individuals, only to be liber- 
ated with large sums of money. Especially 
in Kap-tsu-lan the poor Pe-po-hoan Christ- 
ians were hunted like partridges— men, wo- 
men and children spent days and nights dur- 
ing fierce storms under Pandanus hedges. 
Since the Japanese enlisted a few as militia, 
the hatred of the outlawed bandits knows no 
bounds. 


One preacher writes: ‘ithe Pe-po-hoan have 
to hide like rats.’’ 


At one village a man fifty-eight years of age 
was sitting in his hut after dark. Robbers ap- 
peared. He shouted for heip, whereupon a 
gun was rammed into his mouth and his 
head was blown off! 

As anticipated when in Canada, Japanese 
Buddhist Priests have poured into our field. 
The following are their methods: 


1. Natives are threatened to be reported as 
rebels if they don’t become members. 


2. Natives are assured of safety from offi- 
cials and soldiers by enrolling their names, 


8. Natives are reminded that they are Bud- 
dhist anyhow, so don’t need to change much! 


4, A picture of an idol on paper is stamped 
and given as a pledge of security. Some nat- 
ives frame and hang it in a conspicuous place 
in the house. 


The past year has been characterised by 
“Rumors of wars.’’ At one time Germany, 
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at another Russia, at still another, France, 
is to fight the hated Japanese. Do not won- 
der that the poor Formosans have been like 
vessels tossed on troubled seas. 


The Japanese under the upright administra- 
tion of Governor General Nogi, became more 
friendly towards Formosans. Christians es- 
pecially, have nobly exerted themselves on be- 
half of the natives. 


It is not all sunshine yet; but we thankfully 
recognize progress and improvement. 


The new Governor, Kodoma, will soon occupy 
the place of his predecessor. Time will reveal his 
administrative ability. 

At several places on account of rebels it was 
impossible to maintain laborers, even if there had 
been men to spare. Therefore we mark fifty-six 
stations only for the past year. 

Several preachers left their vocation during 
the year. This bare statement alone would 
be very unjust to them and the Lord’s work 
here. In every case there were family troubles 
which westerners at a distance cannot well 
understand. Besides, there is a subject which 
has engaged attention for twenty years. That 
is, the support of a preacher’s wife and little 
children should disease or death tay him a- 
side. An ordinary preacher gets $8 per month 
(about $4 gold at present). At his death his 

wife and children must leave the chapel— 
leave it as nearly on the list of beggars as 
possible, 

There is provision made in Canada for aged 
and infirm ministers and also for widows. 
Now the men referred to above had their fam- 
ilies in view and soughit other business that 
they might better their condition. But mark 
well. They not only continue as living 
Christians; but labor zealously for Christ’s 
cause and contribute out of their earnings. 
We never cease discussing with the native 
cburch about devising some means of relief 
for the widows and orphans of preachers. 
French, then Japanese troubles have kept the 
people in such a state of anxiety that this im- 
portant matter has not yet been settled. We 
make no apology for the preachers; but state 
that they have our sympathy for the above, 
and many other reasons. 


Three preachers died of consumption whilst 
‘tin harness.’’ One of them contracted the 
disease whilst exposing himself to rain and 
storm to help the captain and crew of an Am- 
erican ship wrecked on the Kap-tsu-lan coast. 
He passed away triumphantly rejoicing in 
the Lord Jesus and exhorting all around his 
deathbed to follow Jesus. He was a model 
pastor. 

Twice ¢ week the hospital enjoyed the use 
ful services of Dr. A. N. Wilkinson, from Lon- 
don, England. Apart from that assistance 
Dr. McKay carried on the work when here. 


There were no Chinese soldiers to swell the 
lists, and no crowds from long dis- 
tances, because robbers harassed travellers. 
1166 new and 5245 old patients were treat- 
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ed during the year from Jan. ist, to Dec. 
sist. Japanese medical men confirm the us- 
ual statements about the prevalence of mal- 
arial fevers. 


Though Mr. McKay visited, more than once, 
every station on the west side of North For- 
mosa, the greater part of the year was occu- 
pied in Oxford UCollege. There were four 
times aS many students as in 1896. Two had 
been Confucian Teachers and one was a Tao- 
ist priest. The progress made right up to 
Christmas was very satisfactory. Oxford 
College was built for this express purpose and. 
no Other. 

The church here and the church in Canada 
should know once and for all that a deaf ear 
is turned to all taik by young Japanese about 
English, bookkeeping, and a western educa- 
tion, because our work should never be to 
give a secular education to help heathen men 
in business and use the cents and dollars 
given by Christians to spread the Gospel of 
Jesus amongst the perishing millions. The 
most distant station feels the beat of the 
pulse in Oxford College. 

The Girl’s School had tem in attendance for 
half the year; but the greatest benefit to the 
mission was the training of a number of wo- 
men and wives of preachers at the same time. 
Some of the Bible women are doing glorious 
work for the Kingdom of Jesus. 


Rev. Wm. Gauld and Rev. Giam Chheng 
Hoa visited, on Sabbaths, the stations on the 
western side of North Formosa. Jap Sun 
also preached in chapels around Tamsui. 
Rev. Tan He labored as usual, doing faith- 
ful and honest work. D7. McKay _ says 
‘“‘Whatever I accomplished personally, was by 
the continual assistance of Koa Kau.”’ 


After prayerful comference with preachers, 
elders, deacons and people in Tekchham, 
Bang-kah, Toa-tui-tia, Pat-li-hun, Sek-khan, 
Sinttiam and other places, they bestirred 
themselves and fruits are already visible. Be- 
lievers are more numerous, more devoted and 
more hearty than in 1896. Dr. McKay 
writes, ‘‘I'he other day 1 saw Christians of 
twenty-five years’ standing, shed tears of joy 
as they shouted praises to the eternal God 
for His loving kindness—yes, praise Him— 


‘‘For His parting promise dear 
Of His presence always near; 
For the blest assurance made 
Of His intercessory aid.’’ 
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INDUCTIONS. 


At Cove Head and St. Peter’s Road, P. E. 
I., 30 May, Mr. Jacob Layton. 

At Chatham, N.B., 28 June, Mr. D. Hen- 
derson, called from Blue Mountain, N.S. 

At Taylor Church, Montreal, 31 May, 
W. D. Reid. 

At Bracebridge and Monk, Barrie Pres., 21 
June, Mr. M. J. Leith, ordained and induct- 
ed. 

At Waubaushene, Barrie Pres., Mr. G. Ar- 
nold, 20 June. 

At Glenboro, June 7, Mr. J. Reddon, called 
from Moosomin 

At St. Paul’s Church, Bowmanville, Mr. J. 
R. Turnbull, ordained and inducted 21 June, 

At Knox Church, Tavistock, 31 May, Mr. 
H. McCulloch. 

At Rockwood, 31 May, Mr. J. A. Cranston, 
into Rockwood and Eden Mills. 

At Plantagenet, Ottawa Pres., 17 May, 
Mr. J. R. Elmhurst. 

At East Templeton, Ottawa Pres., 18 May, 
Mr. D. J. Scott, ordained and inducted. 
At Stewarton, Ottawa, 21 June, Mr. 
bert Herbison, ordained and inducted. 


RESIGNATIONS. 


Of Buckingham, Ottawa Pres., by Mr. C. 
A. Doudiet, to, take charge of Charles St. 
Mission, Montreal. 

Of East Church, Toronto, by Mr. 
Morison. 

Of Airlie, etc., by Mr. W. Gallagher. 


Mr. 


Ro- 


J wa. 


Of St. Andrews, Truro, N.S., by Mr. Tho- 
mas Cumming. 
OBITUARIES. 
Rey. Robert Grant was suddenly called 


away by death, 10 June, at the early age of 
twenty-seven years, while in attendance at 
the General Assembly, Montreal, as mention- 
ed elsewhere in this issue. He was born 
Sunny Brae, Pictou Co., N.S., studied at Dal- 
housie University; and at the Presbyterian 
College, Halifax; and on his graduation was 
called to the congregation of River John, 
N.S., where his brief ministry of some two 
years has been what we call so strangely and 
sadly ended by accidental death. 


Rey. Neil Mackay, D.D., of Chatham, N.B., 
fell asleep on the night of Tuesday, 14 June, 
in the 70th year of his age. He was born in 
Earltown, N.S., was educated in Halifax, 
and for some time had charge of the Free 
Church Academy there. He completed his 
course in 1855, anc’ was ordaire? and 1.- 
ducted at Murray Harbor, P.EF.1., 19 Sept. 
1855. Seven years later he was called to 
St. David’s Church, St. John, N.B., where he 
labored for thirteen years. Owing to impaired 
health he resigned his charge and accepted a 
call to Summerside, P.E.I. Called thence to 
Chatham in 1884, he labored till death came. 
On Sabbath he preached. On Monday made 
a pastoral visit. On Tuesday he seemed al- 

/most in usual health, and on Wednesday 


at 
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morning only the clay house lay there, resting 
in the stillness of death. In the night he had 
gone quietly home. 


PRESBYTERY MEETINGS. 
Synod of the Maritime Provinces. 


. Sydney, Sydmey, St. A., 28 July, 10 a.m, 


Inverness, Port Hastings, 6 July, 2 p.m. 


. P. E, 1., Charlottetown. 


Pictou, New Glasgow. 


. Wallace, Tatamagouche, 2 Aug. 


Truro. 

Halifax, Chalmers Hall, 5 July, 10 a.m, 
Lun, Yar. 

St. John, St. John, 1 Tu. July. 
Miramichi, Chatham, 28 June. 


Synod of Montreal and Ottawa. 


Quebec, Richmond, 5 July, 4.80 p.m. 
Montreal, St. Lambert, 11 July, 8 p.m. 
Glengarry, Alexandria, 1u¥ July, 11 a.m. 


. Ottawa, Bank St., 2 Aug., 10 a.m. 
. Lanark, etc. 
. Brockville, Morrisburg, 12 July. 


Synod of Toronto and Kingston, 
Kingston, Belleville St. A., 5 Jy., 2 p.m. 


. Peterboro, Campbelliord, 4 Jy., 8 p.m. 


Whitby, Whitby, 10 July, 10 a.m. 


20. Lindsay, Beaverton, 28 Jun., 11.30 a.m, 
Jie LOLOn LO le Domo nox, eT ustey.<10.0t 

22. Orangeville, Orangeville, 5 vuly. 

20. *Darrie. 

24. North Bay, N. Bay, 12 July, 2 p.m. 
25. Algoma. 

26. Owen 8., O.8.,Div Hali,28 Jun, 10 a.m. 
27. Saugeen, Moorfield, 12 July, 10 a.m. 


35. 
36. 
37. 


Guelph, Guelph, Chal., vy 19, 10.380 a.m. 
Synod of Hiamilton and London. 


Hamilton, 
Paris, Ingersoll, 12 July, 11 a.m. 


. London, Lon., ist, 12 July, 10.30 a.m. 


Chatham, Blenheim, 12 July, 11 a.m. 
Stratiord. 


- Huron, Goderich 12 July, 11 a.m. 


Maitland, Wingham, 19 July, 10 a.m. 
Bruce, Southampton, 12 July, 5 p.m. 
Sarnia, Sarnia, 12 July, 11 a.m. 


Synod of Manitoba and the North-West. 


38. 
39. 

40, 
41, 
42. 
43, 

44, 
45. 
46. 


47 
48. 
49, 
50. 
sn 


Superior, Rat Portage, Sep. 

Win., Man. Col., 2 Tu. July, bi-mo., 
Rock Lake, Shores Rk, Lake, 11 July. 
Glenboro, Holland, 12 July 38 p.m. 
Portage, P. Jas Pra,;-1 bi Julyof.30ep-m. 
Brandon, 

Minnedosa, 

Melita, Oxbow, 5 July. 

Regina, Round Lake, 20 July, 9 a.m. 


Synod of British Columbia. 
Calgary. 
Edmonton, 8. Ed., 6 Sept., 10 a.m. 
Kamloops, Nelson, 7 Sept., 10 a.m. 
Westminster, W., St. A., 7 Jun, 2.30 p.m, 
Victoria, Vic., St. Col., 6 Sept., 10 a.m. 
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Woung People’s Societies, 


THE ASSEMBLY COMMITTER’S “ PLAN 


OF STUDY.” 
Conducted by Rev. R. D. Fraser, Convener. 

The Monthly Topics of the Flan of Study 
for 1898 bear the general title, ‘‘Some Books, 
Fields, and Men,’’ and are so arranged as to 
be adapteu to the various sorts of Young 
People’s Societies. They are set down for 
the second weekly meeting of each month, 
and the Topic is treated in the Record of 
the month preceding, in order that Societies 
may have materials for the meeting on 
hand well in advance. 

Attention is drawn to the fact that a spe- 
cially prepared Topic Card or Presbyterian 
Y.P.S.C.E. s. is published by the ‘‘Record’’ 
at 60 cents per 100. Less tham fifty, one 
cent each. It is issued by arrangement with 
the Assembly’s Committee and embraces the 
‘“‘Uniform’’ Topics, the Monthly Topics of 
the plan of Study, and the Questions on the 


Shorter Catechism, for each meeting 
throughout the year. 

A Booklet containing the same matter, 
and, in addition, Daily readings for the 


whole year, is also ready, at $1.00 per 100. 
Less than fifty, one anda half cents’ each. 
Orders for the Topic Cards or Booklets 
should be sent to Rev. E. Scott, Y.M.C.A. 
Building, Montreal. As half the year is gone, 
these will now be sent at half price. Try 
them for six months in your society. 

Topic for the week beginning August 11th. 


WHAT OUR CHURCH TEACHES ON BAP- 
TISM. 


Matt. 28: 16-20; Acts 10: 48-48. 
The Programme. 


Books recommended :—Witherow’s 
ture Baptism, its mode and subjects. Pro- 
fessor Candlish’s Handbook on the Sacra- 
ments, 450c. Bushnell’s Christian Nurture, 
$1.50. Rev. Dr. John Laing’s Practical 
Catechism om Baptism, 5 cents. A series of 
24 four page tracts on various aspects. of 
Baptism, one cent each in quantities, by Rev. 
W. A. McKay, D.D., Woodstock, Ont. 

The subject of Baptism has so many phases 
that it will not be profitable to attempt to 
take it up in all its bearings in one meeting. 

The teaching of the Church is set forth in: 

The Shorter Catechism, Ques., 98-95. 
The Larger Catechism, Ques., 164-167. 
The Confession of Faith, Chap. xxviii. 

The two Catechisms are bound with the 
Confession of Faith. There are quite cheap 
editions of the volume. Eve.y one who wish- 
es to have knowledge of his Church’s Doctrine 


Scrip- 
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should possess a copy of the Confession of 
Faith. 

Rev. Dr. McKay’s series of four page tracts, 
24 in number, deals with as many different 
separate points. Whilst controversial, 
they are fair and free from bitterness and 
most clearly expressed. By writing to his 
address as given above, a list of the titles 
may be obtained and the tract or tracts 
most suitable may then be selected from the 
list. 


THE TEACHING OF THE CHURCH ON 
BAPTISM. 


By Rev. J. Thompson, D.D., Sarnia, Ont. 
see Shorter Catechism, Q es. 94-95. 


The ‘real’? baptism in the church is’ the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit, which makes us 
whiter than snow, and the ‘‘ritual’’ bapitism 
with water is the emblem of it. (Acts 1:5.) 
And when we meet with the words ‘‘baptise”’ 
or baptism,’’ in the New Testament, it is 
needful to ask, what does the word mean in 
this particular passage? Is it the ‘‘real’’ or 
the ‘‘ritual’? baptism? Ii this principle were 
observed it would prevent much misunder- 
standing in the interpretation of such pas- 
sazes as Rom. vi: 2-3; Eph. iv.5, where wat- 
er baptism is not even hinted at, but the 
baptism of the Spirit that identifies us with 
Christ in his life, death, burial, resurrection, 
and glory. One with Him now and forever. 

1. Baptism is symbolic of Spiritual cleans- 
ing. AS the ceremonially unclean were 
sprinkled with water, so this ordinance re 
presents the baptism of the Spirit that wash- 
es away the stains of sin; it is an emblem of 
the washing of regeneration, Ex, xxxvi: 25. 
It is connected with the forgiveness of sins, 
Acts ii: 88; xxii: 16. Not that water baptism 
could accomplish this, or was necessary to 
im- 
parted a character that made the subject a 
Ohristian; this can be accomplished only by 
what water baptism signifies; and the pecu- 
liar language is accounitted fur on the princi- 
ple, so common where symbolic ordinances 
are spoken of, by which the sign and _ the 
thing signified are made to change places, so 
that what is true of the one is applied to in 
the other. 

2. In baptism we profess our faith, Gal. iii: 
27., i.c., those who were baptised made a de- 
claration of discipleship. The commission 
was to make disciples and then to baptise 
them. So that all the baptised men and wo- 
men made a profession of their faith, and 
sealed it by this rite. 

3. Baptism is a symbol of our union with 
Christ; one with Him. We are baptised into 
one body, 1 Cor. xii: 18, not merely the out- 
ward union of the church, but spiritual un- 
ward uniom of the Church, but Spiritual un- 
fon with Christ. ‘‘It doth signify and seal 
our engrafting into Christ.” 
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4. Baptism is a ‘‘seal’’ of the Covenant as 
well as a sign. God covemanted vo be Abra- 
ham’s God, and circumcision was given him 
as the seal of this covenant, Rom. iv: 11. 
And baptism that has come in its place is the 
seal now. Circumcision was the seal of a 
covenant tramsaction between God and the 
believer, a seal of the righteousness of faith. 
It had the same significance to Isaac—who 
was circumcised by God’s command— that 
God would grant all the blessings of the Cov- 
enant if he had the same faith as his father. 

So baptism, which is the circumcision of 
Christ, is the seal of the same covenant, and 
in the case of adults who believe in Christ it 
seals the faith which they actually have. 
And when it is administered to infants it has 
the same significance to them _ that circum- 
cision had to Israel, viz: that if they follow 
the faith of their fathers, God will grant 
them all the blessings of the Covenant. 

A covenant implies a contract between 
two parties who can understand the terms 
of it, and who are capable of intelligent ac- 
tion. Therefore in the baptism of an infant, 
the seal of the Covenant is not between God 
and the infant, but between God and the par- 
ents with respect to the infant. 


II. WHO ARE TO BE BAPTISED. 


The normal idea of baptism is the baptism 
of an adult on a personal profession of faith, 
then the baptism is a sign and seal of a 
faith already existing. 

The baptisms mentioned in the New Testa- 
ment are chiefly the baptism of men and 
women brought up in Judaism or heathen- 
ism, who have embraced the Gospel, confessed 
their faith jn Christ, and are received into the 
church through his ordinance. On this point 
aJl Christendom are agreed. It was then as 
it is with our missionaries now, the first and 
chief baptisms were adults on a profession of 
faith, and were we to form our primary idea 
of baptism from such cases’ as these, we 
would have as clear conceptions of the one 
Sacrament as we have of the other. 

Il. THE REPRESENTATIVE PRINCIPLE. 

We hold that not only ‘‘believers’’ 
but also the ‘‘children’’ of the believers are 
to be baptised (Ques. 95) because of a ‘‘re- 
presentative principle’? that runs through all 
all life. We see it in society, where the child- 
ren have the same social standing with their 
parents; we see it in Providence, the moral, 
the intellectual, and the bodily constitution 
of the parents given to the child without 
any act on its part. In every day life others 
must provide food, clothing, shelter, else the 
child would perish, and for iis ‘‘religious”’ 
welfare it is equally dependent. 

In religion, as in secular matters, the father 
acts for the child, engages for the child, and 
binds the child! Circumcision had its full 
primary meaning from the circumcision of an 
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adult who had become a proselyte to. the 
faith; but circumcision was administered to 
an infant on the principle of representation 
with which we are all familiar, in which the 
child is held to be one with the parent, and 
bound by its act. 

This divine constitution places the child—in 
the church as in every-day life—entirely at 
the disposal of its parents. It is passive in 
their hands to be moulded by them at their 
will. With what power and responsibility this 
clothes the parents ! Every covenant God has 
made with mankind has included the child 
along with the parents. In all His dealings 
with men it has been ‘‘You amd your seed: 
-You and your children.’’? e.g. The Coven- 
ant of works made with Adam. (Shorter 
Catechism, quest. 16); or the covenant of 
‘‘protection’’ made with Noah. Gen. ix: 9-17. 
“*You and your seed after you;’’ or the Cov- 
enant of ‘‘grace’’ in all its forms, through a 
Redeemer, made with Abraham as the father 
of the faithful. Gem. xii: 1-3; xvii: 1-14. i 

We see the same representative principle in 
the repetition of this covenant with Israel] 
through Moses, Deut. xxix: 10-13. And in 
the opening sermon of the New Testament 
dispensation Peter declares the same connec- 
tion, and that the same condition was to 
continue—‘‘The promise is to you and to 
your children,’’ etc. Acts ii: 28. So we find 
that whenever parents were baptised their 
children were baptised with them and 
brought within the scope of the promise. 

In his all wise and merciful arrangements 
God has made the standing of the child, 
while yet an infant, to depend om the stand- 
ing of the parent. The sin of the parent 
‘“earries away’’ his child from God, depriv- 
ing it of its privileges, while the faith of the 
parent ‘‘brings the child near’’ to God. 

Baptism, like circumcision, when attached 
to infants, proves that they are within the 
covenant and subjects of its promises, heirs 
of the kingdom by birth-right, and our pray- 
ers and expectations are that they will grow 
into their Christian life and character as they 
grow into their mamhood and womanhood. 


IV.) BAPTISM OF INFANTS: 


Children of believers are to be baptised. 
This is given (Catechism, Ques. 95) as an 
adcition to the normal type of baptism, and 
as the church spreads and becomes rooted, 
adult baptism will become less frequent, and 
the baptism of infants tend more and more to. 
be universal, as work among the heathen 
and work in a Christian community will 
show. 

Baptism cannot have the same meaning in 
the case of an infant as it has in that of an 
adult. In the case of the latter it is a sign 
and seal of faith already existing, but in the 
former it is their recognition and reception 
into the visible church, giving them a right 
and title to all its privileges. This may not 
bestow saving blessings, but it puts them in- 
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to the school of Christ, where the Spirit may 
impart to them so that the right of property 
may become the right of possession by 
an act of persomal faith. In the case of 
adults, baptism is a ‘‘present’’ seal, and in 
the case of infants it is a ‘‘prospective’’ seal, 
of the Covenant. 

Our reasons for their baptism in addition 
to the representative principle referred to are 
these :—— 

1. The Church of the two Testaments is 
one, even as the Covenant on which it rests is 
one, and as children were given a place in it 
from the beginning, and were included in the 
Old Testament covenant they must be includ- 
et in the New Testament, unless excluded by 
some express enactment. But none such is to 
be found, therefore they are members of the 
Church still, and entitled to baptism which 
recognises this membership. 

2. The unit of the Church is the ‘‘family”’ 
a lamb for a house. Ex. xii: 8..—and our re- 
ligion is to be household religion; ‘‘as for me 
and my house,” etc. Josh. xxiv: 15, 

3. God’s covenanted dealings with respect 
to spiritual blessings have included children as 
well as parents, and the welfare of the Church 
depends on their Christian training. 

4. The children of believers can receive, 
and often do receive, the very blessings of the 
Covenant—justification and _  santification—— 
and are therefore entitled to its sign and 
seal. 

5. There is a ‘‘federal’’ holiness distin- 
guished from personal holiness attaching to 
children in the New Testament as well as. in 
the Old Testament. 1 Cor. vii: 14. 

§. That children are members of the 
Church is seen from the weighty commands 
given concerning them in the word of God: 
Teach them diligently. Deut. vi: 7. Bring 
them up in the nurture. Ep. vi: 4. Children 
obey, etc. Ep. vi: 1. 

8. What Christ ‘‘said’’? about little children 
is a proof of the same thing. He affirmed 
that they were members of His kingdom. 
Matt. xix: 14. 

9. What Christ did to little children, tak- 
ing them into his bosom; setting a child in 
the midst and saying. Matt. xviii: 2. 

10. From the command given. ‘‘Feed my 
lambs,’’ as part of the flock in the fold. 
And when Peter said: ‘‘The promise is to 
you,’’ and to your children, Jewish parents 
could put only one meaning upon these 
words. They would never suppose that the 
New Testament Church was tc be narrower 
than the Old had been, and that while they 
were to be received within the Church their 
little ones were to be left outside. 

11. The way the command to baptise was 
carried out in the baptism of households. As 
ar as the New Testament shows us, wher- 
ever the head of a house was baptised, all 
the household was baptised together, with- 
out a single exception. e.g. Lydia, the jail- 
or, Stephanus, Cornelius, Crispus, etc. 


12. What is Christian nurture as _ distin- 
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guished from nurture that is not Christian, 
[he latter looks to the future, trains for the 
future, and hopes sometime they may be con- 
verted and join the Church; while Christian 
nurture regards infants as the Lord’s seed 
now, trains and teaches them as such, and 
expects them to grow up within the fold, 
and, as the seed of the righteous, to belong 
to the Lord all their days; all that distin- 
guishes them in their later years as believers 
having its roots in their childhood. 

Children have a right to baptism because of 
their birth in a Christian home and not on 
the ground of a profession of faith made by 
their parents, who simply profess their own 
faith, and promise to perform their own du- 
ties. They do not make a vicarious profession 
of faith nor enter into a covenant in the 
name of the child. The Lord deals directly 
with it, and it gives to it the seal of his pro- 
mise. 

The baptism of children declares it is the 
Divine purpose in general that the children of 
believers should be believers themselves, that 
he has made provision for this, and will not 
be wanting on his part. 


V. ITS PRACTICAL USES. 


1. Baptism is a memorial of ‘fundamental 
truths,’’ declaring our natural impurity and 
our need of washing through the re 
generation of the Holy Spirit. It is our re- 
sognition as members in the visible Church 
and our engagement to the Lord’s, and our 
taking hold of the benefits of the Covenant of 
grace. 

2. It is a remembrance of ‘‘important du- 
ties.”?’ Our children are the Lord’s and we 
must bring them up for Him. We must treat 
them as the lambs of His flock. No parent 
can make his child a Christian, but he can 
use the means, and to this baptism pledges 
oilm. 


3. Infant baptism meets a deep yearning 
of Christian parents’ hearts. Abraham’s 
prayer: ‘“‘O that Ishmael may live before 


Thee.’’ is the prayer of every parent for his 
child; that his offspring be made partaker 
with himself in the same benefits of the Cov- 
enant. He longs to dedicate his children to 
God, and baptism meets this longing. 
Through this ordinance he brings his children 
with him within the bonds of the Covenant to 
receive its sign and seal. Parents and child- 
ren, not separated, but standing together 
within the visible Church. 

4. It is an instrument of family and church 
discipline; what Matthew Henry calls ‘‘A 
handle for Christian appeal.’? We must bring 
the law of God’s house to bear upon them to 
train them in the way they should go. It 
was said the children would ask the meaning 
of the passover, and parents were commanded 
to tell them. Ex. xii: 26-27. So our child- 
ren’s curiosity may be aroused and led to en- 
quire what is meant by baptism and _ the 
Supper. And we are to tell them that they 
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symbolise the great objects of the Christian 
faith. 

God blesses one for the sake of another. He 
blessed Pharaoh for Joseph’s sake; he remem- 
bered Abraham and saved Lot; he healed the 
- centurion’s servant for the plea of his master, 
and the Son for the father’s prayer; he healed 
the daughter for the sake of the mother’s 
earnest prayer, ‘‘Lord help me.’’ This Scrip- 
tural principle lies at the root of all inter- 
cession. And God wil bless our children for 
the sake of the believing parents, though they 
cannot join in them. And why not the bene- 
fit of baptism through the renewal of the 
Holy Spirit. The baptism of the Spirit may be 
coincident with the baptism with water, for 
surely it is in loving and faithful discharge of 
duty that we can have the fullest assurance 
of the Divine blessing. The Sacramental effi- 
cacy is as competent ito an infant as to am ad- 
ult, for the Spirit of God is free to work his 
work of grace upon the unconscious nature 
as on that of an adult who at the time may 
understand the meaning of the ordinance. 
VI. THE PARTIES REPRESENTED IN 

BAPTISM. 


It is not a mere private or family affair, 
put an ordinance of widest range, and most 
gracious import. In every act of baptism 
there are four parties represented,.the parents, 
the child, and the Church om the one side, and 
a Covenanting God on the other, offering to 
all the parties represented, his blessing. 

1. The parents are first and chiefly concern- 
ed, for their right to present their child de- 
pends on their own spiritual qualification. 
They are thrown back on self-examination. 
What right have Ito be here? Have I the 
faith that makes my child holy? Am I myself 
a child of God? In the act of baptism the 
parent’s faith lays hold of his child, of the 
Church, and of his Saviour, and his heart is 
strengthened and comforted by these promis- 
es, 

2. The child himself is directly concerned: 
as a child of the Covenant he is holy to the 
Lord, encircled by the promises of the Gos- 
pel. Baptism is not a regenerating ordinance, 
yet the child is given a place in the house of 
God and a right to all its privileges, anid 
as a child of the Covenant we expect him to 
grow in grace. If the faith of some is too 
strong, expecting more from the ordinance 
than it promises, the faith of others is too 
weak, not realizing the full import of the 
deed, that we are pledged to train our child- 
ren for God. 

8. Another party is the Church or congre- 
gation which receives the child as an infant 
member, and engages to care for and throw 
around it a warm, healthy atmosphere. The 
congregation pledges her prayers, her in- 
fluence, her teaching, her sympathy and over- 
sight. She must see that parents redeem 
their pledges, and discharge their duties. She 
pledges her aid in the great work of training 
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the young. At baptism instead of laying all 
the vows on the parents, ought not the 
Church to be reminded of her duties and _ be 
made to feel that she has responsibilities in 
the matter as well as the parent. 

4, The Saviour is also represented, and is 
present in the act of baptism. He sustains 
individual relations to each of the other 
parties separately, and to all three united. 
‘‘T will be a God to thee, and to thy seea,”’ 
etc. He has guaranteed his grace and help 
to the parents, His blessings are promised to 
the child, and He has promised to dwell in 
the Church, therefore, let none of these parties 
cast away their comfort that hath great re- 
compense of reward. 

Baptism is a Church ordinance and should 
»e administered in the Church. 

VII. THE MODE OF BAPTISM. 

This has given rise to a very profitless de-~ 
bate. Some hold that the command to bap- 
tise is a command to immerse, thiat the word 
prescribes this specific mode of using water, 
and that the essence of baptism consists in 
the mode. It is saic| that we hold that bap- 
tise means to sprinkle, but we do not hold 
this any more than that it means to immerse. 
The term in the New Testament simply 


designates a symbolic purification by 
water without any _ reference whatever 
to the mode of its administration, 


When not applied to the work of the Spirit 
the word baptise has a general signification 
such as belongs to the word ‘‘sanctify ’’ when 
used in connection with the ceremonials of 
the Mosaic economy. Like the command to, 
**kill,’’? or to ‘‘travel,’’ it may be obeyed in, 
a variety of ways. 

That baptism may be performed by sprink- 
ling we hold, and teach, and _ practice, but 
not that baptism means sprinkling, for all 
sprinkling, pouring, washing, or immersing, 
is not baptism, the most essential idea being 
omitted in the use of these words. The 
meaning of the word baptise in its religious 
use must be gathered from the Scriptures, 
and there it has a generic meaning, referring 
to the thing done and not to any special 
mode of doing it. Hence no word descriptive 
of mode can give a full idea of Christian bap- 
tism, for a person may be sprinkled, washed, 
dipped, immersed, and yet not be baptised, 
from the fact that the essential thing has 
seen washing. It implies a ritual purifying 
by some application of water. Jno. iii: 22- 
26; Acts x: 47. The word baptise does not 
commit us to any mode specifically, hence the 
need of transferring the word baptise, which 
had a religious use, very different from the 
pagan use, and this transference was made in 
the very earliest translations of the Scrip- 
tures as well as in our English version. 


PAR SPARES 
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Life and Work. 
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“GOD’S FINANCIAL SYSTEM.”’ 


One-tenth of ripened grain, 
One-tenth of tree and vine, 
One-tenth of all the yield 
From ten-tenths rain and shine. 


One-tenth of lowing herds 
That browse on hill and plain, 
One-tenth of bleating flocks 
For ten-tenths shine and rain. 


One-tenth of all increase 
From counting-room and mart, 
One-tenth that science yields, 
One-tenth of every art. 


One-tenth of loom and press, 
One-tenth of mill and mine, 

One-tenth of every craft 
Wrought out by gifts of thine. 


One-tenth of glowing words 
That glowing dollars hold, 
One-tenth of written thoughts 
That turn to shining gold. 


One-tenth ! and dost thou, Lord, 
But ask this meagre loan, 
When all the earth is thine, 
And all we have thine own ? 


THE GIVING ALPHABET: A, B, C, ETC. 


All things come of thee, and of thine own 
have we given thee. (1 Chron. 29. 14.) 


Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, 
that there may be meat in mine house, and 
prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of 
hosts, if I will not open you the windows 
of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that 
there shall not be room enough to receive it. 
(Mal. 3. 10.) 


Charge them that are rich in this world, 
that they do good, that they be rich in good 
works, ready to distribute, willing to com- 
municate. (1 Tim. 6. 17, 18.) 

Do good unto all men, especially unto 
them who are of the household of faith. 
(Gal. 6. 10.) 

Every man according as he purposeth in 
his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, 
or of necessity. (2 Cor. 9. 7.) 

Freely ye have received, freely give. (Matt. 
10.5.) 

God loveth a cheerful giver. (2 Cor. 9. 7.) 

Honor the Lord with thy substance, and 
with the firstfruits of all thine increase. 
(Proy. 3. 92) 


JULY 


If there be first a willing mind, it is ac- 
cepted according to that a man hath, and 
not according to that he hath not. (2 Cor. 
Srel37) 


Jesus said, it is more blessed to give than 
to receive. (Acts 20. 35.) 


Knowing that whatsoever good thing any 
man doeth, the same shall he receive of the 
Lord, whether he be bond or free. (Eph. 
G.He, ) 


Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon 
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves break through and steal; 
but lay up for yourselves treasures in hea- 
ven, where neither moth nor rust doth cor- 
rupt, and where thieves do not break 
through nor steal. (Matt. 6. 19, 20.) 


My little children, let us not love in word, 
neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. 
(1 John 3. 18.) 


Now concerning the collection for the 
saints, upon the first day of the week let 
every one of you lay by him in store, as 
God hath prospered him. (I Cor. 16. 1, 2.) 


Of all that thou shalt give me I will sure- 
ly give the tenth unto thee, (Gen. 28. 22.) 


Provide yourselves bags which wax not 
old, a treasure in the heavens that faileth 
not, where no thief approacheth, neither 
moth corrupteth. (Luke 12. 38.) 


Quench not the Spirit. (1: Thess. 5. 19.) 


Render unto God the things that are 
God’s. (Matt. 22. 21.) 


See that ye abound in this grace also. (2 
Cor.48. “Ge 


The silver is mine, the gold also is mine, 
saith the Lord of hosts. (Hag. 2. 8.) 


Unto whomsoever much is given, of 
shall be much required. (Luke 12. 48.) 


Vow, and pay unto the Lord your God. 
GPa nt Ole) 


Whoso hath this world’s goods, and seeth 
his brother have need, and shutteth up his 
bowels of compassion from him, how dwell- 
eth the love of God in him. (1 John 38. 17.) 


*Xcept your righteousness shall exceed the 
righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, 
ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. (Matt. 5. 20.) 


Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for 
your sakes he became poor, that ye through 
his poverty might be rich. (2 Cor. 8. 9.) 


(Titus 2, 14.)— 


nim 


Zealous of good works. 
Zion’s Herald. 
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SECOND THOUGHTS. 


Are second thoughts always best? Some- 
times they are. If all impulses were good, 
then it might be that first thought would 
be the best. As they are not, and as impress- 
ions as well as impulses need questioning as 
to their right to be indorsed and obeyed, it 
is safest and best to submit them to the 
testing of reason and the Word of God first. 

But oftentimes Satan steps up when an 
impulse is good and right, when first 
thoughts are proper and best, and suggests 
all manner of selfish considerations, so that 
second thoughts are not as good as the first. 
Many a man’s heart at first prompted bene- 
volence, but the miser in him decided to hold 
on to his money, so his first thoughts were 
the best. When the Holy Spirit speaks dir- 
ectly to the soul, then first thoughts are al- 
ways best.—Christian Witness. 


A LIGHT UNTO MY PATH, 
Psalm exix: 105. 


A real Christian will be a true lover of the 
Bible. There is scarcely a better test. If 
the novel or the newspaper takes the place of 
the Bible on his table or in his mind, then it 
is clear that the world has taken the place 
of God in his heart. If a man’s Bible be 
clean and bright, and unsullied by use, un- 
defiled by contact with daily life, his soul is 
not. 

There is no better spiritual barometer to 
test the true condition of the soul’s atmos- 
phere. He to whom the Bible seems weari- 
some, monotonous, uninteresting, has good 
cause for alarm. The neglect of it springs 
from coldness of affection toward its Author, 
and dislike of His rebukes. 

Whoever wants to grow in grace, simply 
must study the Bible. It is the way to gain 
stability of doctrine, so as not to be carried 
about with every wind of cpinion.—Christ- 
ian Standard. 


SELF-INDULGENCE. 


One factor which contributed to John the 
Baptist’s greatness was’ ts fact that ihe 
avoided those things which would have belit- 
tled, or crushed and destroyed, his soul. He 
was great in the sight of the Lord, and he 
drank neither wine nor strong drink. 
Whether we regard this as a sign of his con- 
secration—his Nazariteship—or consider 
the statement in itself, it teaches an impor- 
tant lesson. 

Self-seeking is destructive of true greatness. 
There is no true greatness without entire 
consecration to God. So long as we live 
for self, we cannot be great in the sight of 
God. 

Self-indulgence is also the enemy of real 
nobility. We can never be great if we yield 
to appetites which dethrone the _ reason, 
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which inflame the evil passions, which de- 
stroy the will, which degrade the afiections, 
which render us unfit for life’s duties, from 
the lowliest to the most sacred.—Sel. 


FIRE LOW. 


A deal of lead is wasted in battle by fire- 
ing over persons’ heads, and a deal of breath 
is wasted in preaching in the same way. The 
best arguments are often the simplest and 
homeliest. The Saviour dealt with things 
which everybody knew and understood. We 
have in his sermons, which the common peo- 
pl heard so gladly, no far-fetched arguments 
or classical allusions, but he talks of fisher- 
men and their nets, of the sower and his 
seed, of the hen gathering her chickens, the 
husbandman pruning his vines, the shepherd 
dividing the sheep from the goats. 

If we have to prove a fact in order to 
found or illustrate an argument, our task is 
somewhat complicated, but if we can use an 
admitted fact, then our work is materially 
abridged. Hence it is important that we 
deal with familiar matters in a familiar 
way 

The people to be reached by the truth are 
not a few scores of cultured, scholarly men 
and women, but thousands of sensible, hard 
working, and hard-faring honest people, who 
need the gospel to be their hope and conso- 
lation, their guide and strength. 

These men should be reached and instruct- 
ted and helped; but to do this we must stand 
upon their level, and talk of things which 
they can undarstand, things within their 
reach, so that the common people will hear 
us gladly, as they heard Him in whom were 
‘thid all the treasures of wisdom and know- 
ledge,’’ and yet whose words were clear as 
erystal, and simple as the utterances of 
childhood. 

His thoughts and words were divine, yet 
he talked of birds on the wing, of sparrows 
and doves, of lost sheep and lost silver, of 
new patches on old garments and new wine 
in old bottles, of foolish boys who left home 
puffed up with pride, and came back hun- 
gry and humble, disenchanted and poverty 
stricken. 

His illustrations came directiy to the 
hearts of men. He spake as never men spake 
and when we are able to get down from the 
stilts of our learned conceit and ‘‘conde 
scend to men ot low estate,’’ we shall find 
that men will hear the gospel now as they 
heard it then, if we will preach it as it was 
then preached, and preach it to the heart. 

It is an ‘‘evi) heart of unbelief’? which 
leads men to depart from the living God. It 
is ‘‘with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness,’’ and if we are to win men 
to the Lord we must fire low end win their 
hearts as well as their heads, their human 
sympathies as well as their intellectual con- 
victions.—Sel. 
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PIVOT-BATTLES IN LIFE. 
By Rev. Theodore L. Cuyler. 


The history of the world has often turned 
on a few decisive battles. Had they resulted 
differently, some great currents of history 
would have been encirely changed. On _ the 
field of Maratnon, for example Greece was 
saved from the heel of Persian despotism; 
and the victory of the Christian forces at Le- 
panto saved Eastern Europe from the Do- 
minion of Islam. The battle of Marengo 
placed the Imperial crown on Napoleon’s 
brow; Waterloo swept it off, and sent the 
gigantic desolator to the desolation of his 
prison-rock of St. Helena. The American 
Revolution turned on the pivot of the fight 
at Saratoga; and the struggle for Union and 
Emancipation turned on.the pivot of that 
fierce encounter at the ‘‘bloody angle’’ on 
the field of Gettysburg. 

Everyone is likely to have one or more de- 
cisive moral battles in life, A ‘‘Yes’ ora 
‘“‘No’’?’ has cost many a man his fortune, or 
his character, his life or his soul. If Daniel 
had said ‘‘yes’? to the temptations in the 
royal palace, and afterwards to the threats 
outside of the palace, we never should have 
heard of Daniel. We all may have our Mar- 
sngos or our Waterloos where we win or lose 
the crown of Christian character. When 
such decisive conflicts come on, there are a 
few simple rules of our moral warfare to be 
remembered and practised. Here are some of 
them : 

1. Never change your position in the face 
of an enemy. This policy was fatal to the 
Russians at Austerlitz; it has cost many a 
disgraceful defeat in spiritual warfare. 

2. Never place on guard a doubtful prin- 
ciple. Your sentinel will surely betray you. 

3. Never abandon the high ground of Right 
for the lowlands and swamps of expediency. 
No man was ever lost in a straight road. 

4, Get your spiritual armour from the 
Word of God, and put on the whole armour. 
Ahab was wounded through the joints of his 
harness. Never yield an inch to Satan’s 
most plausible temptations. It is hard to 
recover a force that has begun to retreat. 

5. Do not mind blows in the face wheth- 
er in the form of ridicule or of open opposi- 
ition. Many an one has been sneered out of 
his soul’s salvation. Brave people are struck 
in the face; cowards are wounded in the 
back, , 

6. Whether wounded by foes, or deserted 
by false friends, never surrender! It is said 
that towards the close of the long bloody 
fight at Waterloo, when the scarred remnant 
of the Imperial guard were summoned to lay 
down their arms, they shouted, ‘‘The Old 
Guard can die, but they never surrender.”’ 
The Great Captain of our salvation could die 
for us, but He never deserts us. ‘‘Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life.’ Remember that it is only 
those who endure to the end who are saved. 


- then speak no ill. 
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Ii the moral biographies of most persons 
could be carefully scanned, it would be found 
that their destinies have often turned on cer- 
tain pivot-occasions in life. Decisions made 
in a few moments have reached into eternity. 
The young ruler decided in a few minutes to 
reject Christ; Bartimeus seized the one pivot- 
opportunity of his life and was healed. John 
B. Gough’s whole career as the prince of 
Christian advocates of temperance turned on 
his decision to take the total abstinence 
pledge on a certain evening in Worcester. It 
was under the faithful pleadings of Harlan 
Page—at a street corner on a cold wintry 
night—that young Edwin F. Hatfield decid- 
ed for Christ; that was the starting point of 
one of the most fruitful ministries New York 
has ever seen. 

Some who are reading this article may be 
seriously thinking about this most momen- 
ous of all questions—Shall I give myself to 
Shrist? My friend you have the power of 
choice. Decide now! it will be harder to do 
it to-morrow, and of the morrow you are 
not sure. You expect to be saved; and yet 
your soul may be lost through procrastina- 
est hour with conscience, and with Christ. 
Ask Him to let you follow Him, and to give 
you strength and courage to take the first 
steps. What thou doest do quickly! 

Heaven or hell may hang on the pivot of 
the decision you are now making. Shall this 
battle end in victory or ruin ? 


LOGICAL ABSURDITY. 


We have heard people say, again and again 
that God will be merciful; at the very last 
he will say, ‘‘Ah, well, you have lived a bad 
life, I know, but I will forgive you, you may 
go into heaven.”’ 

He who could speak so is immoral. He 
who could talk so is not to be trusted. 

There is nothing so false in reasoning, so 
absurd in logic, so corrupt in morals, as va- 
pid sentimental talk of that kind. 

What then does God propose to do? He 
proposes this: ‘‘Do you feel the sinfulness of 
sin?’’ Yes. ‘‘Do you renounce all hope of 
saving yourself?’’ Yes. ‘‘Do you know what 
sin is as sin? Not merely as a social of< 
fence, not merely as a national or social 
erime, but sin as sin; and do you hate it as 
such?’’?’ I do. Then God says, Take all the 
grace you need; the cross is the answer to 
the pain of your conviction, and atonement 
made by my son is the way, and the only 


way, and the infinitely sufficient way, to 
pardon, to purity, and to peace!——Joseph 
Parker. 


Sneak well of everyone. If you cannot, 
Silence here is golden. 
This does not mean that no criticisms are 
permissible, Hut never say of others what 
you would not be willing to say to them or 
in their presence.—Ex. 
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THE BIBLE. 


I think the time has come to sound a 
warning in no uncertain tone in regard to 
the Bible. On all sides we hear people com- 
plaining of the spread of infidelity, and of 
the difficulty of keeping young people in the 
church. If Sabbath-school teachers and 
Christian workers in general believed more 
firmly in the Old Book, and _  prosviaimed 
their belief, we should not have so much 
cause for complaint. 

Childhood is the best time to train one in 
the Bible. Verses and lessons learned in 
early years are seldom erased from the mem- 
ory. it is often the only time for such train- 
ing. When a boy goes to school, and from 
school to college or into business, he has 
other studies and duties to occupy his atten- 
tion, and unless he has previously been 
grounded in the Word the deficiency can 
hardly ever be made good. The training 
that Timothy received is what is needed to- 
day: ‘‘From a child thou hast known the 
Holy Scriptures.’? Scholars catch the spirit 
of their teacher, and whether the teacher is 
a firm or a lukewarm believer in the Bible 
the class will grow up with the same spirit. 
—Moody. 


THE BIBLE IN THE HOME. 


Give the Bible the place it ought to oc- 
cupy in your homes. Enshrine it in power. 
Let not the daily newspaper, nor the popu- 
lar magazine, nor the most eminent stan- 
ard author come between you and the daily 
reading of God’s word. 

Some of you, I doubt not, have precious 
memories of home where the Bible was a re- 
verenced and studied book. You can hear 
the tones of the father’s voice as he read in 
the morning, and recall the awfulness with 
which the old prophetic periods were cloth- 
ed, or the delight with which the precious 
promises fell upon your ear. You can seea 
beloved mother garnering strength and cour- 
age and consolation day by day from the 
Psalms and beatitudes. You know the 
words which were taught you then have 
clung to your memory, and will be part and 
parcel of you through all eternity. 

Now, by all that is sacred in these recol- 
lections, by all the terrors of the judgment 
before which we must all appear and meet 
the record of our lives, I beseech you to be 
faithful in your own homes, faithful to God 
and to those whom God has committed to 
your care. 

It will soon be too late. When these 
children have grown up and gone into their 
life work, let it not be theirs to say: ‘‘I 
might have been made familiar with the 
Bible and its blessed teachings, and through 
the influences of truths thus learned, might 
perhaps have been led into an assured hope 
of eternal life in Christ; but my parents were 
not faithful, and the book divine had no 
honored place in my early home.’’ 
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You may not be able to give your children 
wealth or the inheritance of a great name, 
or eminent social advantages; but you can 
leave them the results of fidelity and  pre- 
cious memories of devotion to the holy task 
of trying to make them know what God 
says to us in the Old and New Testaments, 
and what he wants us to believe and to do 
and to be.—Reyv. Frederick Noble, D.D., tn 
‘‘The Divine Life of Man.’’ 


EMPTY SEATS. 


‘“‘Are you going to church this morning, 
Susie?”? asked Dr. Clark, lying back in his 
easy chair, with the morning paper. ‘‘A doc- 
tor who is out day and night can’t be ex- 
pected.’’ 

“No, I made jelly yesterday, and I’m tired. 
I’m faithful enough to stay home this cloudy 
morning,’? and Mrs, Clark curled up on the 
couch with the Bible she had not opened for 
a week, but it soon dropped from her hand. 
She was aroused by a strange voice saying : 

‘Now, my good imps, what have you done 
to-day to weaken the kingdom of God? ” 

The voice came from a suspicious looking 
personage seated on a throne of human 
skulls. Around him was gathered a crowd 
of terrible beings, each with a crown of fire, 
in which gleamed some name, such \as malice, 
envy, pride, hatred, and kindred passions. 

“We have been busy to-day making empty 
seats in churches,’’ began one, 

“Nothing could please me better,’’ answer- 
ed their king. 

“T persuaded one man that he had a head- 
ache, and kept kim from a sermon that might 
have changed his whole life,’’ said one. 

“T induced one good man to slip down to 
his store and fix up his books,’’ said another, 
with a horrid grin. 

“Good!’’ said the king. 
up the Sabbath altogether.” 

‘‘T was able to get one devoted young man 
to visit old friends,’’ said one imp. 

“I worried a good sister about her old 
bonnet until she decided to stay at home un- 
til she got a new one,’’ spoke up the imp 
labeled ‘‘Pride.’’ 

‘“‘And I made several poor women who were 
hungry for God’s Word stay at home to re- 
pine over their trials. I just said to them, 
‘O, those rich people don’t care for you; you 
can’t wear fine clothes, so I wouldn’t go 
where I was looked down upon.’ In that 
way I kept many poor people home whom 
the rich would have been glad to see.’’ 

“That is one of the best ways to cheat 
poor people out of heaven I know of,’’ ans- 
wered the king with approval. 

“T induced a good many men and women to 
think they were not well enough to go 
out,’’ said ome called ‘‘Indifference.’’ 

“Very :zood,”’ said the king, with a sulphur- 
ous grin. ‘‘Sabbath headaches might often 
be cured by getting out in the air, and back- 
aches forgottem by thoughts drawn to ‘higher 
things. But you lying imps must use every 


‘He'll soon give 
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weakness of the flesh to help make empty 
seats.” 

They all smiled, for in their kingdom ‘‘ly- 
ing’? was a great compliment. . 

‘‘T have a way of keeping people home from 
church, and they feel perfectly innocent about 
it,’’? said one, ‘“‘I induce them to have com- 
pany or go visiting on Sabbath. Of course, 
this takes their minds off sacred things to be- 
gin with, and puts them on dressing and eat- 
ing. Hired girls, mothers, and older sisteis, 
have to stay at home to get big diuners. 
Many of the guests lose church to be in time 
for dinner.”’ 

‘‘Anything to make empty seats,’’ approved 
the king. ‘‘These people cannot be tempted 
by Sabbath excursions, but thsy miss God’s 
house just as easily in this way.” 

“To make ladies feel that their servants 
need no Sabbath privileges is good,’’ sug- 
gested one. 

‘‘Very true,’’ said his superior. ‘As long as 
we can get Ohristian people to cause or al- 
low men and women to work during their 
church hours wecan keep many empty seats 
in churches, and men and women away from 
God.”’ 

“T am the weather imp,’’ said one gloomy 
fellow. ‘“‘I go around persuading people it is 
going to rain, or it is too cold, too damp, or 
too hot to venture out t2 church. It is 
enough to make even your gioomy majesty 
laugh to see these same people start out the 
next day in wind and weather. One would 
think it a sin to carry umbrellas and wear 
gum coats to church.” 

‘‘Confidentially,’’ answered the king, ‘‘when 
I find a Christian who has no nore concern 
about the weather Sabbath than Monday— 
determined to make as much effort for spirit- 
ual gain as he would for worldly profit— I 
Just give him up. 
back the man or woman who goes to God’s 
house in all kinds of weather.’ 

‘I’m able to do a great deal with some of 
the ladies of the congregation,’’ spoke up the 
imp labeled Fashion of this World. bal: 
can make some people stay at home because 
the new hat did not come, or because their 
clothes are out of stylle, or they have not gott- 
ten. a new cloak.”’ 

‘“T have a better scheme than that ”’ said 
another. ‘‘These people you keep away are 
indifferent—generally good-for nothing folks, 
who are hardly worth getting into the king- 
dom of his Satanic majesty, but I have a 
plan that empties seats of the workers of the 
ehurch,”’ 

“That’s just what I want,’’ said the king. 

“TI make these people overwork on. Satur- 
days. For instance, I make some good man 
the preacher depends upon, or some devout 
Sabbath-school teacher, to make Saturday 
the busiest day in the week. I just keep him 
rushed with neglected things tilllate at 
night, and then he oversleeps or is sick the 
next day, and can’t get out, or, if he goes, 
he is too tired and sleepy to take part, or 
even listen.”’ 
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It’s no use to try to drag. 


JULY 


‘Splendid plan!’’ cried Satan. 

‘*Yes, it works well with delicate women. 
If they can clean house, or have Saturday 
night company, they can be kept home with- 
out knowing that they have broken the Sab- 
bath the day before. A church party late 
Saturday nizht helps with empty seats.’’ 

‘*‘You are doing finely, my imps,’’ his maj- 
esty said, warmly—for his breath was a 
flame of fire. ‘‘Preachers may work and pray 
over their sermons all the week, but there 
will be no results in preaching to empty 
seats. One ot the most important things we 
have to consider is how to keep people away 
from churches on Sabbath. Your plans are 
excellent, but I must suggest another good 
point. All preachers have human imperfec- 
ions—some fault of manner or speech. Get 
Christians to criticise their pastor, especially 
before their children. This keeps the young 
people from wanting to be church members. 
If you cam stir up a spirit of fault finding 
against the preacher or among the members, 
it will help to empty seats. People who get 
mad at each other do not care to go to 
church together. If the seats are empty, the 
minister may be a saint and preach like an 
angel to no purpose. 

See the result of your labor on High Street 
church to-day. Half of the seats are empty. 
Not only did the two hundred people that 
staid at home lose a blessing, but each empty 
seat did its work against the Lord’s king- 
dom. The preacher made unusual prepara- 
tion, and went with his heart on fire, but the 
empty seats chilled him and he did poorly. 
Several strangers had dropped in with let- 
ters, but they were disappointed at the small 
attendance, and took their letters home, aad 
some will not take them any place. There 
was a special collection, but the best givers 


-were away, sio it was a failure. 


It isn’t a smart preacher, nor a rich con- 
gregation, nor a good location, nor a_ paid 
choir that makes a successful church. It is 
the church members always being there that 
draws in the unconverted and makes an elo- 
quent preacher. AS soon as a Christian  be- 
gins to stay at home, from one excuse or an- 
other, I know I have a mortgage on his soul, 
which, if he does not shake off, I will fore- 
close in the judgment day.’’ 

“You have none on mine!’’ cried Mrs. 
Ckark, who had been listening with bated 
breath, ‘I’ go to church, if only to defeat 
you.”’ 

‘‘What’s the matter, dear?’’ asked the doc- 
tor. ‘‘Have you been dreaming? ” 

‘‘Perhaps so; but I’m going to church if I 
get to my seat just in time for the benedic- 
tion. I’ll cheat Satan from this day out of 
one empty seat.’’ 

And she has’ kept her word and influenced 
many others to let nothing trifling keep them 
from God’s house; and one “down town’’ 
church has begun to grow, and will soon be 
a great power to God, because of no ‘‘empty 
seats.’’-— Northwestern Christian Advocate. 
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FORM OF BEQUEST. 


“T leave and bequeath the sum of,—[the amount being written in words, not in 
figures]—to the ............ seaetawenes Fund of the Presbyterian Church in Oanada,—(Here 
state whether Eastern or Western section)—and I declare that the receipt of the 


Treasurer for the time being, of the said......... 
sufficient discharge to my Estate and Executors.”’ 


Seas Fund, shall be a good and 
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IT MADE A DIFFERENCE, 


One woman in China asked, ‘‘What differ- 
ence does it make whether we believe in 
Jesus or the idols? ”’ 

Another woman spoke and said, ‘‘I can’t 
tell you that myself. I’m not a Christian 
yet, but my son-in-law is. He used to smoke 
opium, never brought home a cent of money 
to his family, but took all their clothes and 
pawned them, also all the furniture and bed- 
clothes. He used to beat his wife and chil- 
dren nearly to death. 

But one day he went to Jesus’ chapel and 
heard them preach. He kept going back 
every day, till at last he believed on Jesus, 
and joined the church. 

Now you ought to come to our house and 
see how happy we are. One of the first 
things he did after he became a Christian 
was to hunt me up and take me home.’’— 
Ex. 


AN OLD MAN’S ADVICE. 


A gentleman, travelling in the east of 
fngland, called at the house of a friend, 
where he met a young minister, just going 
to preach at a church in the neighborhood. 
The lady of the house offered him a glass of 
spirits before setting out, which offer he 
readily accepted. 

Upon seeing this,an old man present, said: 
‘“‘My.- young friend, let me offer you a word 
of advice respecting the use of liquors. 
There was a time when T was as acceptable 
a preacher as you now ean be, but by too 
frequently accepting of the well intended 
favors of my friends, I contracted the habit 


of drinking, so that now I never go to bed 
sober if I can possibly obtain liquor. I 
am, in truth, just as miserable as a creature 
can be on this side of Hell.’’ 

Two years after this, the traveler just 
mentioned had occasion to call again at the 
same house, and made inquiry about the el- 
derly man who, by his own confession, had 
fallen a victim of strong drink. He was told 
that he had died some time ago, killed by 
strong drink.—Christian Life. : 
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RELIGION IN THE HOME. 


In his admirable report to Assembly, on 
Church Life and Work, Rev. P. Wright, of 
Portage la Prairie, says :— 

We have a right to expect that the homes 
of our people will be the true nurseries of 
Christian life, and afford a congenial soil on 
which the Christian graces may flourish. We 
feel that we should find there an adequate 
explanation of all rel gious phenomena in 
social and public life. Yet anyone going to 
these reports with such an expectation, will 
be deeply disappointed and perplexed. To a 
large extent the family altar is in ruins. In 
thousands of professed Christian homes this 
light of the dwelling is entirely quenched, and 
in thousands more it burns with a fitful and 
feeble ray. 

And this is distressing. Thc home isa 
place over which good angels hover with ben- 
evolent desire, a place to which Jesus comes 
whenever invited, and over which, if it con- 
tains an altar, the Holy Spirit hovers with 
tender care. To Adam aad Eve, Paradise was 
home, and to all the best of their posterity 
home is Paradise. And yet these reports are 
often gloomy, when we feel they should glow 
with all the light of the morning. 

Miramichi speaks less cheerfully on this 
theme than any other Presbytery of the same 
Synod, and characterizes decay in these duties 
as ‘‘a serious matter, since the strength and 
glory of Presbyterianism in time past has 
been fidelity on the part of the parents.’’ 
Montreal fears ‘‘a gradual decay of family re- 
figion and of religious instruction in the 
home.”’ Ottawa has ‘‘not much to say that 
is encouraging om this subject.” Algoma 
‘notes with sad misgivings the toa general 
neglect of home religion.’’ Toronto says ‘‘a 
minor chord runs through most of the amns- 
wers to this question.’’ Kingston complains 
of the vagueness of the information furnished 
by Sessions, but concludes that ‘‘diaily or 
stated worship in the household is not com- 
mon,’’ and thinks the societies of C. E., by 
educating members to lead in prayer should 
prove ‘‘helpful in restoring the family altar 
and daily sacrifice.’?’ Huron thinks ‘‘the Gib- 
raltar of domestic piety is being demolished 
in many of our professedly Christian homes.’’ 
London doubts if there has been any system- 
atic investivation on these points, but about 
one-fourth of the returns deplore the dying 
condition of family religion. Rock Lake says 
family worship is ‘*the exception and not the 
rule,:’? and Kamloops reports that in many 
congregations there is *‘an entire lack of both 
religious instruction and family worship.”’ 

Similar quotations might be made from al- 
most every Presbytery in the Church. But 
there are also many cheering statements on 
this theme—enough to show that there is no 
retrogression when compared with recent 


years, but on a whole a movement toward 
the light. Pictou says ‘‘the family altar is 
evidently a cherished institution in a great 
majority of our homes.’’ Inverness says that 
in the homes of members ‘‘family worship is 
the rule.’’ Glengarry reports a ‘“‘goodly de- 
gree of fidelity in family religion.’’ Lanark 
and Renfrew notes ‘‘a growing improvement 
in this respect, where laxity once existed.’’ 
Orangeville has congregations in which sev- 
enty-five per cent. >f the families are faithful. 
So also Barrie, Whitby, Owen Sound, Peter- 
borough and many others have statements 
fitted to inspire hope and gladness. 

Those Presbyteries from which gloomy sent- 
ences have been culled, have many sessions re- 
porting domestic fidelity in such a measure as 
to show a glad response to the claims of 
Christ. There is reason to believe that the 
seed which produces so goocly a harvest of 
church attendance, commercial honesty and 
social purity in adult life, is after all planted 
in the homes of the people; and while we 
grieve that God’s Word is not more taught in 
the homes, His blessing invoked, and His 
guidance sought in family prayer, yet let us 
rejoice that so much of the spirit of Christ 
and of the Christian religion is leavening and 
purifying family life. 


SS 
HINDRANCES. 


Everywhere worldliness and love of pleas- 
ure are hindrances to the progress of true re- 
ligion. To these, in mining districts, must 
be added Sabbath desecration, gambling, 
drinking and lewdness. Picnics and games 
are occasionally found on the Sabbath, but 
Canadian sentiment is against them, and such 
practices will likely cease. Public sentiment 
and the strong arm of the law are putting 
down gambling in its grosser forms; in min- 
ng camps, however, shops and saloons are 
frequently open on the Sabbath—the latter 
seldom closed— and the pimp and his pro- 
teges are seldom molested, The absence of 
family life ana suitable boarding-houses 
greatly increases the danger of the brothel 
and saloon. Sentiment is steadily changing, 
nowever, in favor of a quiet Sabbath and 
clean and sober towns. 
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Every one of us knows how painful it is to 
be called by malicious names, to have his 
character undermined by false insinuations, 
to be overreached in a bargain, to be neglect- 
ed by those who rise in life, to be thrust on 
one side by those who have stronger’ wills 
and stouter hearts. Every one knows, also, 
the pleasure of receiving a kind look, a warm 
greeting, a hand held out to help in distress, 
a difficulty solved, a higher hope revealed for 
this world or the next. By that pain and by 
that pleasure let us judge what we should do 
to others.—Dean Stanley. 
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Now, as of old, some good people try to do 
their missionary work by hindering those who 
are bearing the heat and burdem of the day. 


Kindness has converted more sinners than 
either zeal, eloquence, or learning.—F. W. 
Faber. 


The art of saying appropriate words in a 
kindly way is one that never goes out of 
fashion, never ceases to please, and is within 
the reach of the humblest. 


The human race is divided into two class- 
es,—those who go ahead and do something, 
and those who sit still and inquire why it 
wasn’t done the other way‘?—Dr. O. W. Hol- 
mes. 


Bishop Phillips Brooks said, ‘‘No man has 
come to true greatness who has not felt, in 
some degree, that his life belongs to his race, 
and that what God gives him is given for the 
good of mankind.’’ 


Life is made up, not of great sacrifices or 
duties, but of little things, in which smiles 
and kindnesses and small obligations, given 
habitually, are what win and preserve’ the 
heart, and secure comfort.—Sir Humphrey 
Davy. 


I expect to pass through this life but once. 
If therefore there be any kindness I can show, 
or any good thing I can do to any fellow 
beings, let me do it now. Let me not defer or 
neglect it, for I shall not pass this way 
again.—Mrs, A. B. Hegeman. 


No one can cherish a worthy ideal, and de- 
yote himself to its realization from year to 
year, and strive and struggle and make sacri- 
fices for its attainment, without undergoing 
a certain gracious transformation.—John 
White Chadwick. 


Do uothing that you would not like to be 
doing when Jesus comes. Goto no place 
where you would not like to be found when 
Jesus comes. Say nothing that you would 
not like to be saying when Jesus comes.—Se- 
lected. 


A minister who believed in personal inyi- 
tation, said one day to a prominent business 
man of his congregation, ‘‘My brother, the 
church needs you, and you need the Lord 
Jesus Christ.’’ This personal invitation, the 
first the man had ever received, brought him 
to Christ. 

Often, the invitation must be repeated. 
‘“‘When will you stop asking me to become a 
Christian ?’’ said a young lady, a little curt- 
ly, to her patient, loving, Sunday-school] 
teacher. ‘‘I will stop when God stops loving 
you and wanting you. This is such a_ trea- 
sure which I am urging you to possess that I 
can only cease urging when you accept.”’ 
S. S. Journal. 
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lf the Lord were not able to take care of 
Himself He would stand a poor chance 
among men. He gives men six days to labor, 
and the seventh is His own day, in which He 
wishes men’s lives and service speci: lly for 
Himself. Some shippers have asked to have 
the Welland canal open on Sabbath. The Do- 
minion Government has consented, and rob- 
bed the Lord of His day. In doing so it has 
robbed the canal men of their day of rest. 
That a few wealthy men may make money a 
little faster scores are compelled to toil on 
the Sabbath; themselves and their families 
wronged of their Sabbath rest together. But 
it is an ill day for both men and govern- 
ments when they disregard the rights of God 
and of their fellow-men. ‘‘Be not deceived, 
God is not mocked.’’ 

Decaying vegetation grows fungus no more 
surely than decaying religious life does for- 
malism; and religious and national life are 
so intertwined that decay in the former in- 
jures the latter. One of the world’s religi- 
ous excescences is the swarming brotherhoods 
and sisterhoods. They are the bane of Rom- 
ish countries. ‘‘In Spain it is said there are 
94,000 priests, 68,000 monks, and 32,000 
nuns. General Blanco, who was the Govern- 
or-General of the Philippines, stated recently 
in a memorial thst he had intended to un- 
vei] the doings of the monks, but he had re- 
coiled at the thought of the horrors which 
would be disclosed. ‘The preponderance of 
the monks,’ he wrote, ‘is sufficient to ac- 
count for the decay of Spain.’ The Jesuits, it 
seems, are omnipotent in Spanish consels.’’ 
Unfortunately, such orders are on the in- 
crease among the high Protestants of Bri- 
tain. No doubt many noble souls have thus 
sought duty’s path and have done deeds of 
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true and unselfish devotion; but most of 
these could as well have served God and hu- 
manity along other lines, and spared the 
world much ill. The only brotherhoods and 
sisterhoods that are a blessing to the world 
are those of the home, ‘‘He hath set the soli- 
tary in families,’’ not in orders. 


If the U. S. A. keeps Spain’s Indies, three 
grand results will follow: 

(1) The Islands, which, under misgovern- 
ment, have long been in unrest and rebel- 
lion, will gradually be reduced to law and 
order, life and liberty will be safe, and pros- 
perity will smile. 

(2) The Gospel will follow and will bring 
higher life, truer liberty, and more enduring 
prosperity. The Philippines and Cuba, now 
dark and priest-ridden, will enjoy religious, 
as well as civil, freedom. 

(8) The United States, which has hitherto 
not taken her due part in international ques- 
tions, leaving Britain to act, often alone, as 
the upholder of world righteousness, will be 
eompelled, having colonial interests of her 
own, to take her due part in a larger sphere. 
This can but bring John and Jonathan toge- 
ther, combining their powers, to right, in 
some measure, the world’s wrong. 

A few months since how unlikely seemed 
this long wished for result; and still more 
unlikely the way of its coming. The future, 
as the past, will have the unexpected; but 
God reigns and under Him changes among 
nations are but the steppings onward and 
upward of the race. Some of the steps, like 
the present war, are sore. Uphill steps are 
usually sore. Travail, is the law of birth; 
through much tribulation—heavens are won; 
and world gains will follow pains, till gain 
is complete and pain shall be no more. 
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Our bome Work. 


The Klondike Missionary Nurse Fund of the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada has had a 
good start. The treasurer, Mrs. McCaughan, 
acknowledges $784.36 received. Great the 
need, and blessed the work, of these Christ- 
ian Missionary Nurses in the far North. 


One by one the few remaining ‘‘Kirk’’ con- 
grerations in Camada are coming into the 
Union. The Presbytery of Lindsay met at 
Beaverton on the 28th of June, to formally 
receive the congregation there which has seen 
its way to cast in its lot with the Presbyter- 
ian Church in Camada. Welcome, brither 
Seots. 


The Assembly agreed to receive eleven min- 
isters, by application from other churches, 
viz., one from the U. P. Church of Scotland; 
two from the Free Church of Scotland; one 
from the Established Church of Scotland; one 
from the Presbyterian Church of Ireland; one 
from the Presbyterian Church of Queensland; 
Australia; four from the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. A.; and one from the Reformed Epis- 
copal Church. 


A little side light on the ‘Romance of 
(Home) Missions,’’ is a sentence from Rev. 
Gavin Hamilton, a missionary in Calgary 
Presbytery. ‘‘I walked from Mountain View, 
December 20th, in five and a half hours, as I 
could not take a horse for drifts. On Decem- 
ber 24th I lost my way and sfayed out near- 
ly all night. I drove from twenty-five to 
thirty-five miles every cold Sunday this win- 
ter, got into Fish Creek with my horses, and 
have had a few other experiences.’’ 


In Middle Musquodoboit, one of the old 
and intelligent centres of Presbyterianism in 
Canada, the home and congregation of the 
late Rev. Robert Sedgewick, D.D.; the 3rd of 
July was an eventful day. They were re- 
opening their church and were bidding fare- 
well to one of their own daughters, Mrs. 
Foote, nee Miss Sprott, grand-daughter of 
the late Rev. John Sprott, and her husband, 
Rev. Mr. Foote, who leave shortly as our 
missionaries for Korea. 


During the past term forty-one Missionar- 
ies have been employed within the bounds 
of the two Presbyteries of Algoma and that 
portion of the Presbytery of Barrie under 
my care. In the Presbytery of Algoma, seven 
Ordained Missionaries and eighteen Students 
and Catechists. In the Presbytery of Barrie, 
five Ordained Missionaries and sixteen Stud- 
ents and Catechists, forty-one in all. With 
this number of men pretty full supply was 
given, though we could have employed a few 
more had they been available.—Revy. Allan 
Findlay. 
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The Reports presented to Assembly from 
all the Colleges, showed steady progress. The 
spirit and life of our Colleges stamps in no 
small measure the spirit and life of our 
Church, for they send forth year by year the 
men who in large measure mould the think- 
ing and action of the Church. It is the prac- 
tice of many to pray for our missionaries. 
As needful and as much for the good of the 
Church is it to pray for the Colleges that 
the true spirit of devotion to Christ, the true 
ideal of the work of the ministry, may there 
prevail. If the right ideal of Christian Life 
and Work, the right conception of the duty 
and obligations of the Christian life; the true 
missionary spirit, prevail in the Colleges, 
the Church will not be found wanting. 


A notable centenary was that commemor- 
ated in the McDowall Memorial Church, 
Sandhurst, Ont., 6 July, under the auspices 
of the Presbytery of Kingston. One hundred 
years before, Rev. Robert McDowall had 
come as the first Presbyterian missionary to 
the U. E. Loyalists, and the pioneer of Pres- 
byterianism in Ontario. He was one of the 
four pioneers in Canada, Macgregor, of Nova 
Scotia, MacDowall, of Ontario, Black, of 
Manitoba, and Jamieson, of B.C., whose his- 
tories were sketched in the Record, not long 
ago. Rev. Dr. Gregg and Hon. Oliver Mowatt 
were among the veterans who took part in 
the centenary; the latter stating that he had 
been baptized by Mr. MacDowall 77 years 
ago. Faithfully and well have these bap- 
tismal vows been kept through the long 
years that the subject of them has acted for 
himself. 


If any minister is not making provision for 
his own, in case he should be taken from 
them, he should first read 1 Tim., 5: 8; and 
then study the rules of the Widow’s and Or- 
phan’s Fund of the General Assembly, where 
he will find that a small yearly rate, within 
reach of all, insures to widows and orphans a 
larger measure of help than can be obtained 
in any other way, at the same cost. 

The two Funds, East and West, in our 
Church are on different principles. The for- 
mier is simply a mutual insurance fund sup- 
ported by the ministers. The latter is partly 
made up by minister’s rates, which are much 
smaller than in the Hast; but its chief sup- 
port is contributions from congregations and 
individuals. But in East and West alike, a 
minister must be a contributor to the Fund 
before his widow or orphans can receive bene- 
bales 

Reports to Assembly show that in the West 
benefit was received during the year by one 
hundred and five widows and their families, 
and in the East by twenty widows and six- 
teen orphans. The one pressing need and 
duty in this regard is that every minister, at 
his ordimation, should connect himself with 
the Fund and pay his yearly rates. 
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THE FAR WEST, IN 1897. 


In Western Canada, in 1897, eighteen Mis- 
sions were advanced to the status of Congre- 
gations, viz., fourteen in the Synod of Mani- 
toba and the North-West, and four in the 
Synod of British Columbia. 

Seventeen new fields, not including the Yu- 
kon, were placed on the Home Mission list. 

West of Lake Superior there are now 174 
Mission groups, not including the Yukon dis- 
trict; there are 34 Augmented Congregations 
and 70 seli-supporting congregations; and 
services are conducted regularly, at least dur- 
ing the summer, at 923 stations, and occa- 
sionally at a considerably larger number. The 
total number of professors, ministers, mis- 
sionaries, catechists and teachers, including 
those engaged in Chinese and Indian work, is 
3384, of whom 187 are ordained and 147 un- 
ordained. Of the Missions 12 are for railway 
employees chiefly, 18 are in mining districts 
and 144 in farming and ranching districts. 

Although seventeen new Missions were taken 
up during the year, several needy districts are 
still without supply. Fears about the revenue 
at the disposal of the Home Mission Com- 
mittee led to several Missions recommended 
by Presbyteries being held in abeyance. Four 
such districts are in the Presbytery of Kam- 
loops. Nor has provision been made for the 
six or seven railway extensions to be  pro- 
ceeded with this season, nor for the new set- 
tlements sure to be formed by the incoming 
immigrants.—Rev. Dr. Robertson. 


OUR MORMON PROBLEM. 


‘‘Your people cannot wake up too soon to 
the fearful inroads of this blasphemous pro- 
paganda,’’ writes Rev. S. E. Wishard, Synod- 
ical Missionary, Ogden, Utah, to the Editor 
of the Presbyterian Record. ‘‘Polygamy and 
priestly rule are things which the Mormon 
missionaries keep out of sight when they go 
on a mission in the States and Canada. In- 
deed, they deny the existence of both’ these 
abominations. But the Papacy never ruled the 
people with a heavier despotism.’’ 

The above gains added weight and meaning 
from the facts reported to Assembly : 

‘‘As is known to the Church, there is a con- 
siderable colony of Mormons established at 
the foot of the Rocky Mountains, just north 
of the International boundary line. On com- 
ing to Canada they agreed to observe our 
laws in the matter of marriage, but, having 
brought all their wives with them, their cir- 
cumstances are rather unfavorable to the ob- 
servance of their pledge. 

They have built a temple, got an act of in- 
corporation from the Legislature at Regina 
by a vote of 14 to 10, in spite of strenuous 
opposition, and are establishing themselves 
firmly. They are in close touch with the 
Mormons of Montana and Utah, who have 
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an army of 1300 missionaries at work in 
Europe, the United States and Canada. 

These missionaries, too, are making con- 
verts even in Canada, especially in districts 
which Christian Churches are neglecting. The 
Alberta settlement is likely to receive large 
accessions during the coming summer, and 
prompt and energetic measures are necessary 
to prevent the spread of this pernicious sys- 
tem.” 


NUGGETS FROM THE KLONDIKE. 


Not very big, but rich, are some of them in 
Mr. Dickey’s latest letters to Rev. C. M. Gor- 
don, of Winnipeg, given in the Westminster. 

Bennett, 2 June, ’98. 

There are no gambling houses or dance- 
halls here, and the men who run the saloons 
are, with one exception, I think, new to the 
business and ashamed of being in it. One of 
them—a member of the ‘‘Christian Church’’ 
—one day showed us, over the bar, his fam- 
ily Bible rolled up carefully in a silk hand- 
kerchief. The others often apologize for be- 
ing in the trade. They ‘‘run respectable 
houses,’’ they ‘‘are away from home,”’ ‘‘there 
is money in it’?—and so they have fallen. 


Canadian Officials. 


I cannot speak too highly of the peace and 
order of this place, due, I think, to the firm 
yet generous policy both of the B. C. officials 
and the N. W. M. P. Shooting is almost un- 
known, and the Americans are ever ready to 
admit the admirable results of Canadian 
rule. They also speak in the most grateful 
manner of the treatment received from Ma- 
jor Walsh during the winter. But for his 
prompt and generous relief many undoubted- 
ly would have perished who, unprepared, 
had undertaken the journey. 


Two Death Bed Scenes. 


The death bed in this land of separations 
is particularly sad. One poor fellow, the 
last time I visited him, he was_ scarcely 
able to speak, but he said very slowly and 
painfully, ‘‘I would like to get well so that 
I might see my son again.’’ I reminded him 
of the wonderful sacrifice of God in sending 
His Son to die for us, and pointed him to 
the cross of Christ. He did not reply, but 
seemed to catch every word. Then he reached 
out his feeble hand and pressed mine fervent- 
ly, assuring me as I took it that his hope 
was fixed. Before another day dawned he 
had met his God. 

This morning word was brought of the 
death of a man down the lake of a _ broken 
heart. He had received no word from home 
since he left it, and it seemed to prey on his 
mind. A week ago he went to Dyea and 
brought mail for everyone in the camp but 
himself. Since that he gradually sank, and 
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yesterday when his neighbors came in they 
found him dead with his watch in one hand 
and his glazed eye as if gazing at the photo 
of his wife in the other. 


The Tent Church. 


The large churech-tent was opened on May 
ist, and very. soon the congregation outgrew 
our accommodation; but since the ice went 
out it is reduced to comfortable proportions 
again. The liberality of the people, speci- 
ally considering that so many have little or 
no money, is very marked. Their ordinary 
Sabbath collections have gone as high as 
$27. ‘here was considerable difficulty in 
getting anything needed in erecting our tent 
here. For instance, when we got the seats 
and floor we had to pack the material 
through the mud a quarter of a mile, pull it 
on a hand-sled over a mile, then over a 
rickety bridge. After that I got a horse and 
hauled it to the church. And we thought our 
seats and floor were pretty fine, though tne 
former were but rough slabs and the latter 
saw dust. 


How it was Paid For. 


At our last meeting a Mr. Elliott enquired 
how much debt was on our tent church. On 
being told $50.00, he said, *‘We’ll pay it to- 
night.’’ He and Capt. Jack Crawford spoke 
to the people in very enthusiastic terms of 
the enterprise of the Presbyterian Churcl in 
Canada in so promptly following up the peo- 
ple. They passed around the hat and ina 
few minutes had more money than was need- 
ed. In the name of the Church and mgself I 
thanked them for this and for all their kind- 
ness. 


Getting Away to the Gold Fields. 


People are starting away every day now, 
and many accidents occur. In the camp here 
four outfits have been already lost, but no 
lives. Further down the lakes, however, two 
at least have been drowned, and we fear 
there will be more. In good boats, properly 
managed, the danger is small, but many of 
the boats going down are more like coffins 
than anything else, and the men jin them 
know nothing about boating. But so eager 
are they to get away that two men actually 
started yesterday on a log raft. It went to 
pieces on the first rock in the canon. Their 
outfit was swept away, but the men escaped. 


A Typical Communion. 


At the request of a number of people I 
conducted a communion service last Sabbath. 
Fifty-nine joined in the celebration—four for 
the first time. They were composed as fol- 
lows: 16 Presbyterians, 9 Methodist Episco- 
pal, 10 Wesleyans, 4 Christian Church, 3 
Episcopalians, 38 Lutheran, 3 Baptists, 3 


THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD. 


AUGUST 


Congregationalists, 8 Roman Catholics, 1 
Volunteer of America (a converted saloou- 
keeper), 4, denomination not stated. 


Scenery and Scenes at Tagish. 


From Tagish, 10 June, Mr. Dickey writes: 

On June 8rd the St. Goddard, the first 
steamer that ever sailed on these lakes, came 
down here on her trial trip and on board 
was a missionary of the Presbyterian Church 
in Canada. Knowing that the Canadian Cus- 
toms offices would be closed on Sabbath, 
and, therefore, a large number of people col- 
lected, I thought it wise to make other ar- 
rangements for the services at Bennett and 
come on here. 

On arrival at Tagish one is astonished to 
find such a charming spot in what we had 
imagined a Northern wilderness. The trees 
are in full leaf, the flowers in bloom, filling 
the air with their fragrance, and the mos- 
quitoes—all and more than one would anti- 
cipate. 

After consultation with the officers, 
here, as elsewhere, showed every possible 
courtesy, I arranged for services at 10.30 
and 7 o’clock. Captain Strickland kindly 
placed the dining-room at our disposal, but 
as the weather was so fine I preferred the 
open air. The morning service was fairly 
well attended, but being early a good many 
weary travellers took an extra sleep. 

I asked a couple to volunteer to visit all 
the boats and tents during the afternoon, 
and evidently they did their work well, as 
the barrack square was well filled with the 
crowd at night. The men seemed greatly to 
appreciate the action of the Presbyterian 
Church in following them up along the route; 
and men tell me that though they hed not 
attended services for years they never miss a 
chance now, for it seems to bring them near- 
er to the old home and loved ones left be- 
hind. 


who 


The Governors of Morrin College, Quebec, 
In their report to the General Assembly, say: 

‘*‘Placing at the service of the Church, as 
they do, a valuable property free from all in- 
cumbrances of debt, and a fund already ade- 
quate to the providing of an efficient staff of 
professors; occupying ground too, in the 
midst of a population, to win whom, to pur- 
er views of the Gospel, your Venerable Court 
has instituted a district branch of mission- 
ary effort, the Governors venture to deem 
themselves entitled to the confidence of the 
General Assembly, and to a larger measure of 
sympathy and assistance than has heretofore 
been. rendered.’’ 

An institution fighting for its existence in 
the very citadel of a community specially an- 
tagonistic to Presbyterianism in all its as- 
pects and relations, is surely entitled to a 
larger and more generously practical meas- 
ure of recognition and aid than the Church 
has hitherto accorded. 
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THE FUTURE OF THE WEST. 
By Rev. Dr. Robertson. 


Because of its extent and resources, Western 
Canada is sure to play a more important part 
in Canadian affairs in the future than in the 
past. It is estimated that the country is cap- 
able of supporting a population of from 25,- 
000,000 to 50,000,000 in ease and comfort. 

Population in the Maritime Provinces is 
stationary; the population of Quebec and On- 
tario is increasing at the rate of about one 
per cent. per annum; that of Manitoba and 
the country westward increased about 130 
per cent. between 1881 and 1891; and it is 
confidently maintained that 800,00 people 
will be found in the West when the next cen- 
sus is taken; and that in 1905 the West will 
have overtaken the Maritime Provinces. 

The shifting of the centre of population 
westward means the shifting of the political 
and commercial centre. The press, public men 
and business men are preparing for the 
change; the Church must do the same, if she 
is not to be left hopelessly behind. 

The Presbyterian Church in ‘the United 
States (North) has undertaken no new home 
mission work for three years. It reduced its 
staff during that time from 1,750 to 1,416, 
and ceased to employ students during the 
Summer as formerly. Other Churches in that 
country have, in a similar way, seriously 
shortened their cords. . 

This neglect of the West, in the Republic, 
has brought about the decay of true religion. 
In large sections of the country, lynching, 
murder, gambling, divorce, drinking and 
lewdness are sapping the foundations of so- 
cial order. 

Similar conditions and forces will produce 
similar results in Canada. In some districts 
these sins have shown their head already, and 
every effort should be made to remove them 
root and branch. It is pleasing to observe 
that the Gospel everywhere has proved itself 
to be the power of God to save. In some 
districts where tact and determination were 
needed to secure a foothold we have now self- 
sustaining congregations. 

Last year 9,700 settlers passed through 
Winnipeg to take up land in Manitoba and 
the North-West. This year, during January, 
February, and March alone over 10,000 pass- 
ed through, not to speak of 2,500 Canadians 
who were on their way to the Klondike. The 
prospects are that Manitoba and the Terri- 
tories will get an accession of 20,000 or 25,- 
000 people this year. About one-half of the 
incomers are English-speaking, from Pastern 
Canada, the Motherland, or the United States; 
the others are foreigners from Northern and 
Central Europe. 

The exhaustion of free grant lands in the 
United States, the restrictions placed on im- 
migration, and the war now waged between 
the United States and Spain will likely di- 
vide the stream of emigration from Europe, 
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and send a much larger proportion of it to 
the shores of Canada. 

The Teutons, Slavs and Scandinavians are, 
generally speaking, of good physique, indus- 
trious, law-abiding, and promise to become 
good settlers; but strenuous and sustained ef- 
forts must be put forth to assimilate and 
Christianize them, if trouble is to be avoided 
in the future. The dangers of the Republic to 
the south, by leaving large masses of popu- 
lation unassimilated, should prove a warning 
to Canada. 


A LONG AND HOPEFUL FIELD. 


1 spent some days recently on the field oc- 
cupied by Rev. Mr. Pelletier, lying along the 
main line of the C. P. R., from Sudbury, 300 
miles, west to White River. This is a most in- 
teresting field, not because of the great re- 
sults which appear on the surface, but rather 
because it is the seed-time of what we hope 
and expect will be an abundant harvest in 
the near future. 

Mr. Pelletier is engaged partly under’ the 
H. M. Committee and partly under the Board 
of French Evangelization. The people among 
whom he labors are, therefore, partly Eng- 
lish-speaking and partly French. 

The kinds of people to be met with in this 
long distance vary very much. There are the 
railroad officials and the men in the service 
under them, the Hudson Bay factor and his 
men, the lumberman and those under him in 
the woods or in the mill. Like the Mission- 
ary, most of them are on the go all the time, 
moving about in the discharge of duty, but 
falling in with the services held by your 
Missionary in the lumber camp or mill, in the 
railroad village or gravel-pit, as the case 
may be. 

One thing that impressed me very strongly 
during my necessarily hurried run over the 
field was the heartiness with which he is re- 
ceived by all classes of the community. Many - 
of the Roman Catholic settlers in the field 
evidently look upon him as their friend, while 
all classes among the Protestants are equally 
hearty in welcoming him in his rounds among 
them. A leaven is at work which will surely 
tell in the near future, let us hope, in bring- 
ing many out of darkness into the light of 
truth. Many instances of this might be 
given, which go to prove that his labors, 
carried on quietly, have been blessed to many 
a home and many a heart in this field. Others 
are earnestly seeking after the truth, reading 
the Word and enquiring as to its meaning. 

Financially, the results on the field may 
not be striking, but this is only one side of 
the question, and, after all, the least import- 
ant. Changes are taking place in the settle- 
ments along the line which cannot but bene- 
fit our cause. Patience and perseverance are 
necessary meantime, and in the end we will 
have reason for thankfulness. ‘‘We shall reap 
if we faint not.’’—Rev. Allan Findlay. 
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THE PRESENT WEST. 


Some of the points in connection with the 
work in the North West, as presented to As- 
sembly, were the following ;: 


State of Religion. 


It is somewhat difficult to indicate the 
spiritual condition of the Mission districts 
' with accuracy, and yet there are signs of a 
gratifying nature. The Sabbath is well kept 
in Manitoba and the North West Territories, 
the busiest time in harvest not tempting 
men to profane the day. In the mining dis- 
tricts things are not as satisfactory, although 
an improvement is noticeable, especially in 
the older towns. The Canadian element 
everywhere works for a quiet Sabbath, even 
in mining districts, and the proportion of 
communicants as compared with the families 
is gradually rising. 


Family worship, it is feared, is not com-- 


mon; nor is family discipline maintained as 
in the past. There is still a good deal of 
drinking, but the evilis abating. ‘There is 
everywhere a great deal of respect for law 
and order, even among foreigners, and crimes 
committed against the person and property 
are rare. The record of the Presbyterians in 
this regard is the cleanest of any denomina- 
tion. The people are generous in the support 
of Church work, and interested in the exten- 
sion of the Kingdom of Christ. Only in one 
Presbytery did the average contribution for 
all purposes, per communicant, fall below $10 
im 1896; and in one it rose as high as $29. 
02; while in Eastern Canada three-fifths fell 
below $10, and one as low as $6.10. 


Growth. 


The growth of the Church in Western Can- 
ada can be seen at a glance at the table sub- 
oined :— 


1881. 1898. 
SYNOMSsisecbdey) ota eee oanbes bdvaees ea 2 
Presby Leriess. sce vy deasntihest to caee ce mes 1 14 
Self-sustaining congregations 1 70 
Augmented congregations .... 0 34 
MISSIONSnb ccsccfogld.caumt cbedes doa verten’ 28 179 
Pam 1iesiy sccccdes. nando peal ay fo. 971 13,605 
Preaching Stations ........ ........ 116 937 
Single -PersO08. 4a. q<ccsqyess spies -ase 303 9,148 
Communicants 44.1006. aver. os 1,153 19,505 
Contributions .... .... ...-$15,100 $301,753 


Considering the newness of the West, and 
that missions are included with congregations 
in the calculation, the liberality of the people 
is hopeful. 


Missionaries. 


Testimony should also be borne as to the 
faithfulness and efficiency of Missionaries, 
generally speaking. That in so large a staff 
one not up to the standard should be occas- 
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ionally found was to have been expected; the 
general average, however, is high in scholar- 
ghip and pulpit power. The field demands 
nevertheless a larger proportion of men of ma- 
turity amd experience men who know men, 
and who will command their respect by their 
unblemished life and prudent speech. 

Said a man not a Christian, of one of our 
Missionaries: ‘‘I never go to Church, but Mr. 
preaches me a good sermon every day 
in the week by the way he lives.’’ Of very 
many the same testimony could be borne. It 
was a rare sight to find a Roman Catholic 
railway contractor attending a meeting of 
Presbyerty this spring, and urging that our 
Missionary should be left in the field all sum- 
mer because of his valuable work among 
the men. 


New Presbyteries. 


The Yukon district is outside the boundar- 
ies of Presbyteries in British Columbia, al- 
though Glenora and Teslin are south of the 
60th parallel—the northern boundary of the 
Province of British Columbia. The General 
Assembly should be asked to consider the ad- 
visability of erecting a Presbytery in the Yu- 
kon so that the business of the Church might 
be conducted in accordance with established 
usages. A Presbytery should be of great as- 
sistance, if able to meet only once a year. 

The growth of the Presbytery of Kamloops 
has led to an agitation in favor of division. 
The Grow’s Nest Pass and Kettle River Rail- 
ways completed, it is expected that the popu- 
lation of the Slocan—Kootenay country will 
increase rapidly, and that with a few years 
the present population will be five, if not ten 
times the present figure. From east to west, 
along the line of the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way, the Presbytery extends 420 miles, and 
from north to south settlements are found at 
points 500 miles apart. There are at present 
19 ordained ministers and missionaries in the 
Presbytery, and a division along the present 
and prospective railways would give ten min- 
isters to the Southern Presbytery and nine to 
the Northern. In the Northern would be four 
congregations and eleven missions, and in the 
Southern four congregations and _ thirteen 
missions, 


Yukon Missionaries. 


Our pioneer missionary— the Rev. R. M. 
Jickey——_the pioneer missionary of any Cana- 
dian Church—went to Skaguay in October, 
and with great energy succeeded in erecting 
a church there. Until this sprivg he was the 
only missionary in the place. 

The Rev. A. S. Grant followed in January; 
he called at Skaguay, and passed on to Lake 
Bennett, the first point on the Canadian side 
of the International boundary. Here he built 
a church and erected a structure to be used 
for a manse. He then tramped 200 miles 
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northward to Lake Lebarge, where he and 
his party built boats by which to float down 
to Dawson. 


The Rev. Jobn Pringle was designated ab- 
out the middle of March, amd proceeded to 
Glenora with little delay. He travelled from 
Fort Wrangel, drawing his sleigh with 400 
lbs. of supplies up the Stikine River to Glen- 
ora—150 miles— and began work at Glen- 
ora and Telegraph Creek. Because a fleet of 
boats is to ply between Fort Wrangel and 
Glenora and a road is to be built connecting 
Glenora with Teslin Lake—Teslin being the 
head of navigation down to Dawson—it is 
likely that at Glenora and Teslin towns will 
spring up. 

Tke Rev. J. Sinclair was designated at Ot- 
tawa, and will leave Vancouver on the 15th 
for Skaguay. 


In overtaking the religious wants of this 
wide region, it should be our aim lo occupy 
strategic points like Dawson, Selkirk, Teslin, 
_Glenora, Bennett, etc., first, and then extend 
as circumstances suggest. Dease Lake, Big 
Salmon River, Stewart River, Hootalinqua 
River, the upper reaches of the Klondyke Liv- 
er and other gold-bearing streams require at- 
tention. Until the policy of the Government 
in this matter of providing transportation is 
known, caution in completing arrangements 
is desirable; but the Committee should be 
ready to act promptly as soon as the way is 
clear, else much of the advantage alresdy 
gained may be lost.—Assembly Report. 


Sickness—Nurses. 


The reports sent by missionaries, and pri- 
vate and press communications, show that 
chere has been a great deal of sickness and 
guffering and that the means for coping with 
disease are primitive and inadequate. The 
people of the United States may be relied on 
to build hospitals and provide nurses in the 
coast cities; they have done so at Dawson, 
thinking that town was in Alaska. It is 
pleasing to report that the Victorian Order 
of Nurses has sent four nurses already, under 
the patronage, and at the personal expense of 
His Excellency thé Governor-General. The 
women of the Presbyterian Church in Canada 
are perfecting arrangements to send two nur- 

ges, to be followed by others if required. By 
’ his means, suffering will be alleviated, lives 
spared, and Christian wo1k advanced. The 
Rev. A. S. Grant, who has received a medical 
training, did much in this way while on the 
route to Dawson. 


“Mr. Grant is doing Missionary work all 
along the road, his destination being Daw- 
son. Mr. Dickey’s place at Skaguay will be 
filled by Mr. Sinclair. Mr. Pringle goes on to 
Teslin and Mr. Dickey to Selkirk. Other 
points will be supplied, as far as possible, in 
the near future.’’ 
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Rev. Mr. Pringle writes as follows :— 
‘Steamer ;Amur,’ en route to Wrgngel, 
“Saturday, March 19th, 1898. 

‘In an hour and a half I shall be in Wran- 
gel—on Monday I shall be one of a thousand 
camped on Cottonwood Island, at the mouth 
of the Stikine, waiting for the trail to hard- 
en so that they can proceed. The American 
Church is established at Wrangel, gives morn- 
ing service to the Indians and evening service 
to the white population and birds of passiage 
like myseli. The only Church there, besides, 
is the Roman Catholic. It will be unreces- 
sary for me to do anything there. I shall, as 
soon as possible, start for Glenora, and shall 
try to make by it the first Sunday of April. 
I have taken measures which will ensure us a 
church site at that point. Mr. J. T. Bethune, 
formerly of Fort William, an elder of St. 
Andrew’s, Victoria, will attend to this inter- 
est for us. He will see the Commissioner of 
Crown Lands at Victoria, and will if his 
Company’s reserve is more convenient than 
Government property, give us a site him- 
self. 

“TIT shall, with others, start afoot from 
Wrangel, if it is possible to proceed at all. 
The general opinion is that while the trail 
is unfit for horses, it is possible for those 
who travel afoot. I have a reversible sleigh 
—sleigh on one side, toboggan on the other 
and when I am in my harness will be able to 
draw my stuff with considerable ease.’’ 

The fourth Missionary appointed, Rev. Mr. 
Sinclair, having only left in May, when this 
report was going to press, will be heard from 


shortly. 
It is impossible to make permanent ap- 
pointments to the different fields that need 


supply—Skaguay, Lake Bennett, Teslin, 
Gl?nora, Dawson, etc. When Mr. Pringle left 
Winnipeg, it was fully expected that the rail- 
way between Glenora and Teslin was to. be 
built; and Mr. Pringle was to establish a 
cause at Glenora, and then, after a month or 
six weeks, push on to Teslin and get work 
organized there, Glenora being occupied by 
another missionary. The deafeat of the Yu- 
kon Railway bill interefered with our plans 
somewhat, and it is considered advisable to 
wait additional light. 

When last heard from the Rev. A. S. Grant 
was at Lake Bennett; but he was to push on 
to Lake Lebarge to attend to the building of 
boats with which to sail down to Dawson. 
At Lake Bennett he had a church built— a 
wooden frame covered with tenting— proba- 
bly the only church of the kind belonging to 
the Presbyterian body. At the opening ser- 
vice there were twenty-six present—twenty- 
one men and five women. Major Walsh and 
his party attended in a body. 

‘The Committee await further and fuller 
information as to railway extension and the 
more important centres likely to be oecupied, 
and the opinions and advice of the Mission- 
aries already on the ground, before making 
other appointments.”’ 
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CHURCH LIFE AND WORK. 


These words may have two meanings. They 
may include everything in connection with 
the Church, her work of all kinds, at Home 
and abroad, all her schemes; or they may be 
used in a narrower sense, as including the Life 
and Work that does not fairly come under the 
head of any of the great schemes, e. g., such 
matters as, attendance at church and prayer 
meeting, family religion, the training of the 
young, Christian liberality, honesty and pur- 
ity in commercial and political life, temper- 
ance, Sabbath observance, etc. 

Even in this narrower sense, the report on 
Church Life and Work, covers a wider and 
more important field than any other present- 
ed to the Assembly, and it should have, if 
possible, a larger share of the time of the As- 
sembly than any other matter. 

Rev. P. Wright, of Portage la Prairie, Con- 
vener of the committee on this important sub- 
ject, has, during the past three years, present- 
ed admirable reports, collated and digested 
from the reports of Presbyteries; these again 
being made up from the reports of sessions; 
and thus the Life and Work of the whole 
Church is taken in at one glance. 

With regard to attendance on Sabbath ser- 
vices the report from all over the Church is 
most cheering; and so long as this is the case 
it will be well for our country. As to prayer 
meetings the attendance is on the whole very 
fadr. 

In the home life, family worship seems in 
too great a measure to be dying out. Amid 
so much to be thankful for in the Christian 
activity of our times, this is one sad feature, 
for the home is in every sense the nursery of 
the nation. : 

In readiness to devote time and gifts to 
Christian work, there is :more or less to 
cheer. As to the Christian example set by our 
Christian people, in social and commercial 
life, there is testimony in the reports of near- 
ly all the sessions and Presbyteries that it is 
of a high order. 

On the whole the tone of the testimony as 
to the Life and Work of the Church is full of 
encouragement, with enough of the opposite 
to keep the Church lowly in prayer that more 
of the Life from on High may be given and 
that the Church Life and Work may show 
more of the Holy Spirit’s presence and pow- 
er. 


‘“‘Some time ago I adopted the plan of de 
voting from fifteen to thirty minutes in the 
early morning to Bible-reading and found it 
very much more profitable than the same 
time spent at night in that way. But since 
you have been urging upon us the importance 
of simply waiting before God and practising 
his presenee, I have found a deeper meaning 
and a far greater helpfulness in my Quiet 
Hour than before.’’—Sel. 

“T must have this Quiet Hour or I eannot 
live my busy life truly as a child of God.”’ 
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GO WORK IN MY VINEYARD. 


With regard to the readiness of our people 
to devote time and gifts to Christiam work, 
to teach in Sabbath School, to visit tffe sick 
and strangers, or in efforts to reach the care- 
less and the criminal in the community, Rev. 
P. Wright says on his report on Church Life 
and work :— 

Here there are alternations of light and 
shadow, though on the whole the light pre- 
dominates. No one cam deny that the inquiry 
is reasonable and the test of Christianity a 
legitimate one. If it is more blessed to give 
than to receive, how much our people miss by 
witholding their hand from Christian work. 
Yet many are not only faithful but zealous; 
may their numbers be increased, 

Sydney says that the typical reply to the 
question is, ‘‘members as a rule do not conse- 
crate their talents to the service of God, the 
work is left to the willing few.’’ Lunenburg 
and Yarmouth reports that ‘‘the people evince 
a pleasing readiness to use their time and tal- 
ents in Christian work,’’? though it is only a 
very few that ‘‘embark in aggressive work 
“among the careless and criminal.’? Brock- 
ville has a wide range of experience in this 
respect, ‘‘but all bear testimony to the faith- 
fulness of S. S. workers,’’ though visiting the 
sick and strangers is ‘‘not sO cOMmon or sO 
much delighted in as it should be.’’ Montreal 
has much that is encouraging, but thinks ‘‘it 
is apparent that members, as a rule, do con- 
secrate their talents to the service of the Mas- 
ter.”’?’ Ottawa, Lanark and Renfrew, King- 
ston, Toronto, Saugeen, and many others 
speak unreservedly of our people’s zeal in 
most of the departments of work indicated. 

The reply of Paris may be regarded as ty- 
pical of what four-fifths of our Presbyteries 
say: ‘‘The answers to this question are in 
the main creditable, and show an increasing 
readiness on the part of our people to be ‘at 
least outwardly active Christian workers. 
Teachers for the Sabbath School are found in 
sufficient numbers; visiting the sick is well at- 
tended to; strangers are generally called up- 
on; the careless are sought out and and effort 
made to bring them into better ways.’’ With 
the exception of the last sentence, which indi- 
cates more zeal in that important direction 
than a majority of the Presbyteries have ex- 
hibited, this answer of Paris fairly indicates 
the condition of our Church with respect to 
this aspect of its Life and Work. There can 
be no doubt but a sincere desire to help on the 
eause that lies so near the heart that bled for 
us on Calvary, prevades the Church, and that 
a beautiful spirit of brotherhood is being 
wrought out in society as men yield them- 
selves up to the nobler impulses of Christian 
love. 


““T have already found untold blessings in 
thus, for only a few moments, shutting out 
all the things of this life and entering into 
the holy place alone with God.’’ 
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Our Foreign Missions. 


Note this fact 
Hebrides: ‘‘Fifty years ago, the first station 
wias opened, and the first permanent settle- 
ment effected by Rev. John Geddie. Not one 
island in the group but was sunk in heathen- 
ism. To-day there are in the group no _ less 
than 24 missionaries, 5 assistants, a trained 
staif of about 300 native teachers, and about 
2,800 communicants, while a Training Insti- 
tute for teachers, and a hospital, are estab- 
lished and are doing excellent work.”’ 


Rev. D. Macrae, of Korea. 


Some Western ways are not unknown in 
Honan, ‘‘Hsin Pao’’ says: This morning a 
man was brought for treatment with a _ re- 
volver bullet in his shoulder. He had been 
engaged with two friends in stealing coal 
from a mine not far away, and the owner 
caught him at it. The bullet could not be 
extracted. 


Another worker for Honan. At Essex, Ont., 
7 July, Dr. Margaret S. Wallace was desig- 
nated as a Medical Missionary to Honan. 
Another worker in the field; another centre of 
interest at home, for the people of Essex and 
vicinity will have a new interest in work 
among the heathen. Every settlement that 
gives a missionary receives its reward in 
added interest and added blessing. 
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A jubilee service, the first of its kind in the 
history of our Church, was held by the Mis- 
sion Synod in Aneityum, oa the 17th of April 
to commemorate the beginning of work at 
that same station by Rev. Dr. Geddie, _ fifty 
years ago. An interesting programme was 
earried out. There were addresses on ‘‘Early 
Pioneers of the Mission,’’ by Rev. Dr. An- 
nand; ‘‘The Fathers of the Mission,’’ by Rev. 
W. Watt; ‘;The Martyrs of the Mission,’’? by 
Rev. Dr. Macdonald; ‘‘The Expansion of the 
Mission,’’? by Rev. T. W. Leggatt; ‘‘The Pros- 
pects of the Mission, and the Duty of the 
Missionaries and Churches,’’ by Rev. J. Gil- 
lan. Our Church can now look back on half 
a century of completed mission history. One 
of our fields was entered fifty years ago. 


At the recent meeting of the New Hebrides 
Mission Synod, the question being raised as 
to additional missionaries, the Synod record- 
ed its opinion: ‘‘that with the addition of 
one, or at most two, European missionaries, 
to those already appointed, the Churches be 
requested not to send any more men to this 
group, excepting to fill vacancies that may 
occur, and that in filling such vacancies the 
combination of existing stations be taken in- 
to account.’’ 


Of two of our three mission stations in 
the New Hebrides the finding of the Mission 
Synod at its late meeting is: ‘‘The Synod 
expresses much satisfaction that the Christ- 
ian natives of Erromanga and of Mr. Mac- 
Kenzie’s station of Efate have by their con- 
tributions in cash and arrowroot been for 
several years reducing the amount paid by 
the Canadian Church for the support of teach- 
ers employed by its missionaries on these 
stations. Further, the Synod, while rejoicing 
that Mr. Robertson and Mr. Mackenzie are 
eiming to get their people to assume the en- 
tire responsibility of the support of all their 
teachers, yet believe that meantime these bre- 
thren and their people are doing their ut- 
most in this direction.’’ 


‘“‘The missionaries at Chang te Fu have 
been kept very busy for some weeks’’—writes 
one of the Honan staff—with the number of 
visitors, chiefly students writing in examina- 
tion in the city, so that in three days over 
600 called. But a market in the North sub- 
urb increased the pressure, so that in one day 
there were over 1800, besides women and 
children. Books were freely distributed among 
the students.’’ 

‘“*At the recent Prefectural examinations, 
the Literary Chancellor astonished the candi- 
dates by saying that at the next Provincial 
examination they would be required to have 
some knowledge of mathematics and kindred 
sciences. A few days ago, six B.A.’s_ called 
to inquire if we could secure for them a 
teacher qualified to instruct them in these 
new subjects.’’ 


206 


Very touching and sad is the item from 
Chang te Fu telling of ‘‘Her first Commun- 
ion’’: ‘‘We were all very glad to see old Mrs. 
Yang, of Mo Giesg Tien, baptised and par- 
take of the Lord’s Supper, for the first time, 
on March 31st. She is an ‘old woman, rather 
frail, and her husband and children have all 
along opposed her professing to be a Christ- 
ian. On going home she was turned out of 
doors, her furniture destroyed, and forbidden 
to enter her house again. A Christian neigh- 
bor took her in, and she is now under treat- 
ment for severe hemorrhage from. the 
lungs, as a result of the treatment she _ re- 
ceived.’’ 


Rev. W. R. Foote, of Korea. 


At the close of its last anriual meeting the 
Presbytery of Honan resolved:—‘‘This Pres- 
bytery at the close of its first meeting in the 
city of Chang Te Fu would acknowledge the 
goodness of the Great Head of the Church in 
permitting such a meeting to be held here. 
We would thankfully acknowledge His Hand 
in the many tokens of encouragement which 
He is giving His servants at this station, and 
trust that these are but the first fruits of a 
very great ingathering of souls. We rejoice in 
being permitted to welcome to cur ranks at 
this time two new workers from Canada, and 
in the case of ome of these to have held our 
first ordination services as a missionary Pres- 
bytery. We would pray that He whose is 
the gold and the silver may so move the 
hearts of His people as to cause the present 
depressing deficit to be speedily removed, and 
that our Foreign Mission Cammittee may 
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thus be permitted to devise liberal things for 
the extension of Christ’s Kingdom among 
China’s teeming needy millions.”’ 


‘“‘Ror some time we have had about a man 
who has had all the internal diseases, a new 
one each day; and who is ‘‘poisoned’’ every 
little while. Last week we had one man who 
had ‘‘died’’? four times. We offered to pull a 
tooth for a man who could not sleep from 
toothache. He refused, saying that a worm 
was eating it. To-day he reports it better, as 
he had taken forty tooth worms out through 
his ear.’’—-Hsin Chen Exchange. 


“Pity the sorrows of the poor white man’’ 
who does mission work in Homan. One of 
them writes:—‘‘A year ago to-night we lost 
our chimney and last week the windlass was 
stolen from the well.’? The loser had the 
comfort at the time, that though the thieves 
stole the chimney they left the hole in the 
roof, and although on a previous occasion 
they went farther than windlass and stole the 
well, i.e., the brick wall, they left the water. 


‘‘A gad mining accident,’’ writes Dr. Mit- 
chell from Chang te Fu. ‘‘Word came last 
week of a very sad accident at the Fung 
Shan mine, 50 li (17 miles) from here, in 
which forty men lost their lives by the sud- 
den flooding of the mine from the river near 
by. Forty-three men were in the mine, short- 
ly before, but, their lights going out, three 
men ascended to the surface for the purpose 
of re-lighting. While above ground the water 
broke through and their forty companions 
perished. One thousand cash (50 cents) was 
given to each of the bereaved families by the 
owners of the coal mine.”’ 


‘“‘Oné more unfortunate, weary of life,’’ and 
seeking to end it by opium poisoning, is a 
very common affair in China. One of our Ho~ 
nan medical missionaries, writing April 14th, 
reports three in eleven days. 

‘‘On Sabbath, 3rd inst., a man living forty- 
three li (14 miles) from here, attempted sui- 
cide by taking opium in the evening. His 
friends (7 of them) carried him here on a 
bed, arriving at 3 a.m. Monday morning. Un- 
der treatment he recovered. 

On Friday, 8th inst., Mrs. Pau, the wife of 
an official in the city, took opium the second 
time. Last summer, Mr. Goforth and I were 
called into the city to treat her and after a 
good deal of work she was brought through. 
This time, though the dispensary was full of 
patients, making it impossible for the doctor 
to leave, they could not bring the woman to 
the hospital, a distance of half a mile, for 
fear of ‘“‘losing face.’’ 

To-day a man in the city, who was disap- 
pointed over a law suit, drank opium, and 
about three hours afterward was brought 
here by his friends. He was sent home this 
evening, and seemed very grateful that his 
life had been saved.”’ 
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The ‘‘Record’’ Office was illumined, 21 
July, by a visit, between trains, from our 
Mission Band of five on their way to Korea; 
Rev. D. MacRae, Rev. W. R. Foote and Mrs. 
Foote, and Rev. Robert Grierson, M.D., and 
Mrs. Grierson. 

A farewell meeting had been held in Hali- 
fax on Friday evening, 15 July; designation 
services in Truro, on Monday evening, 18th, 
and a farewell meeting in St. John, N.B., 
Tuesday evening, 19th; and on Wednesday, 
20th, they started on their ‘long journey 
Westward to the far East. A splendid band 
they are, all well fitted by thorough train- 
ing for their work, and besides the ordinary 
training, Mr. MacRae is a skilled mechanic, 
Mr. Grierson a medical doctor, and Mrs. 
Foote a trained nurse. 

It now remains for the Church in the Mari- 
time Provinces to rise to its increased re- 
sponsibilities and privileges, in-the added 
honor, given by Christ, of being in larger 


measure co-workers with Him. 


Rev. R. Grierson, M.D., of Korea. 


Our oldest College, Presbyterian College, 
Halifax., shows vitality second to none. It 
is adding to its equipment a new library 
building, the corner stone of which was laid 
13 July, with fitting services and ceremonies. 
Long years have passed, and great progress 
has been made, since 1820, when the Presby- 
terian Church of Nova Scotia founded its In- 
stitution in Pictou for the training of minis- 
ters, the first of the kind in Presbyterian 
Canada; and results, both now and then, 
have been rich reward. 
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F, M. ESTIMATES, 1898-99. 


The estimates adopted by Assembly for the 
Foreign Mission work of the year 1898-99 
are: 


Eastern Division. 


INGW ELODrICeGS: ccviccsusi-< sascticscdleecs $ 7,000 00 

Trinidad, St. Lucia 
ANG SDEMOPAra cv ccc<snhiere’ co sth oss 22,000 00 
ION G1 Cc ememaicras Mice ascsiaer va er stan ene 4,500 00 
Interest and Expemses...... .... .... 1,000 00 
IN OTOG ce itessam cede trois csciacsomecaertiods 4,000 00 
$38,500 00 

Western Division. 
(General Fund.) 

UbeYeGh Weare Speer: eee Peete ee $26,000 00 
OUST) OS Gah. pti tay tet shee Whoo bee Miss as 8,780 00 
FT OND Sovcunsw es ot ssinon opt Ov eMeaE «ceed tote 15,109 00 
Tndtanass CNW yesccc sscc. cose. cece oses 6,580 00 
Indians ® (BxiC.)etietc.< 4 feeenitts.s 03 1,120 00 
Chinese;(BUCr). cates ste wie .: 8,900 00 
Chinese (Montreal).... 1... ..2. seoeee 1,900 00 
EX PONnSOGss. Hit. eres Rel tectebR 4,720 00 
$68,109 00 
Less buildings for Bheels.... .... 8,000 00 
$65,109 00 


Women’s F. M. Society (West). 


LNdia SOs 18 Ie SP Pa $23,664 00 
WOrnvosa te: S20 Fe AE 1,145 00 
HOnan ORs Raa IP AS 2,969 00 
Tndians CNG We) sist TA SE: 13,186 00 
Eudians? (Bet yyrae . Ae 3,850 00 
CliitteseB FCs eee Nee aa 450 00 
$44,964 00 

Less Miss Dow’s salary, paid 

by Woman’s Missionary So- 
ciety," Montreal. .25.2 0%..: 500 00 
$44,464 00 


Four thousand churches are either built or 
remodeled every year in the United States. 


Great Britain’s ‘drink bill for 1897 was 
$760,000,000, $17,500,000 over’ previous 
year. 


It is estimated that there are 750,000,000 
of women in the world, 150,000,000 of 
whom are to be found in India. Of the latter 
only 1,000,000 can read.—The Missionary. 
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THE JOURNEY TO THE BHEELS. 
Letters from Rev. Dr. Buchanan. 


It is not easy for a mission family to se 
ver home ties and go to the jungles of India, 
to live among the heathen. It is a good deal 
harder, as did Rev. Dr. Buchanan a few 
months since, for a man to leave his wife be- 
hind him, eick, with the children, and go 
forth alone; with anxiety about the recovery 
of those behind added to the loneliness and 
difficulties of the work, and that a new un- 
tried work, and no other Buropean mission- 
ary with him. In such cases let us not forget 
that they go forth for us, to do our work, 
and let them feel that they have, in a_ very 
special manner, our sympathy and prayers. 

We have been kindly permitted to make 
some extracts from private letters to Mrs. 
Buchantian, telling of the journey to the Bheel 
land. Though a few months old, they have 
lost none of their interest. 


Dohad, Central India, Jan. 7, ’98. 

I have seven carts loaded up with 
luggage, necessaries for building, etc., ready 
to start early in the morning on our slow, 
toilsome journey of some fifty miles into the 
jungle, to Amkhut, which is to be our centre 
of work among the Bheels. To-night I called 
in our Hindu boys for prayers. We read of 
John the Baptist as a ‘‘voice crying in the 
jungle.’’ This seemed a voice specially for us, 
and I was very deeply impressed with the de- 
sire and belief that our testimony will, like 
John’s, be owned and blessed of Jehovah. 

After prayers I went out to chat a little, 
and what was my great joy to find that all 
these garies (carts) are from within a_ few 
miles of Amkhut. Surely, surely, this is a 
special Providence of God, bringing these very 
people within our reach so that they may 
know us and our message. 

I just felt like praising and magnifying 
God. I knew He was going to do great 
things for us, but I was not prepared to have 
the people sent out in this marvellous way, 
about fifty miles, to meet us. They had come 
in with grain, and the Kotwali seized them 
and brought them to us. 

Neither we, nor the authorities, nor the 
poor Bhils themselves, had any idea what 
was being done. God alone was directing all. 
To Him be the praise of all our héarts. I 
know that you and perhaps many others 
have been praying that God would give us 
an entrance into the heart of this people, that 
He would prepare them for the reception of 
the truth, yet I did not think he was going 
to give such a plain leading in advance. 

Of course, they are very much frightened, 
but as we shall have them with us four days, 
they will find out what kind of men we are. 


Jan. 8th, 1898. 
I went out and had a little talk with all 
the Bheels last night, and they seemed helped. 


RCO ey: AUGUST 


But when one of the garies was kept this 
morning, what a hubbub ! The two brothers 
came crying to me, asking to please let them 
go with the other garies. They seemed to 
think I was. going to send them away in 
some other direction. 

I explained everything very carefully to 
them; told them I was only waiting till the 
train woold come with my horse, when I 


would go and join the other carts, ior my 


things were there. 

Then I gave them a little money to buy 
feed for their oxen, told them, again and 
again, not to fear, as I came not for their 
harm, but for their good, etc., etc. 

They seemed comforted. It is a trial of their 
faith in me. I hope that not only for my 
own sake but for theirs the horse may come. 
The Lord is doing great things for us. He 
will bless us still. 


Jan. 10. 

‘‘T am now out some 25 or 30 miles on my 
way to Amkhut. We left Dobad on Satur- 
day evening, tired out, and after about fif- 
teen miles had our tents put up to stay over 
Sunday; and, oh, but I was tired, all day, I 
have not been so tired since I left India. 

The Bheels who are taking us out have now 
become very happy and contented. I am 
perfectly sure that this matter of their com- 
ing is of God’s appointment, to give us an 
introduction in the land. 

My heart is sore for the poor Bheel people, 
everywhere about. I do believe God that He 
will give us this Bheel country. The difficul- 
ties were great to Abraham, but he believed 
God and was blessed, and through him what 
untold blessing we have. So we shall trust 
Him nor be afraid of any obstacles. 

Just another word. It is now 4.45, and the 
carts have just left for another stage. We 
have eight carts, fifteen men, and thirty-two 
oxen, to take us, with luggage, things for 
building, etc. It looks as if we were going 
in to stay. 

I have yielded to the wishes of the Bheels 
in their desire to get on to-night. It would 
be more comfortable for me here, but they 
made this plea, ‘‘We have been away from 
our homes for fifteen days, and want to get 
back.’’ 

I told them that I felt for them very much, 
for my wife and children were very far away; 
and if they were as near as their children 
were I should take off my boots and run there 
this very night. I sympathized with them, 
and they in their turn sympathized with me. 
In this unlooked for way God is making 
friends through my affliction. Perhaps this is 
also a part of the hundred fold promised for 
forsaking loved ones for His sake. It is a 
sweet part. ; 

Now I must away and follow the carts. 
When you come there must be some good ar- 
rangement for you to get out and in. Here 
there is a very nice house, erected by the 
State, and by the kindness of the Superintend- 
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ent, We have the use of it when going in and 
out. The night comes on. Good bye, till you 
hear from me in the deeper jungle. 


Amkhut, Jan. 14th. 

Early this morning, half-past two o’clock, 
a policeman came from Alirajpur with your 
letter of 9 Dec. I burst forth with ‘‘Praise 
the Lord, Praise the Lord,’’ as I read on, Af- 
ter the anxiety of your previous letter you 
can scarcely imagine what a relief and com- 
fort it was to have the good news as_ to 
your health. I had almost given up hope. 
Life was becoming weary and so lonely. Now 
I shall live in hope and be glad.’’ 


NOTES FROM TRINIDAD. 
By our Missionary, Rev. Dr. Grant. 


San Fernando, 
11 June, 1898. 


Dear Record: 

On Friday last the Susamachar Manse was 
the scene of an interesting gatheriug. The So- 
ciety of Happy Workers, numbering 33, had 
assembled in Oriental Hall as usual to sew 
up garments for poor school children. When 
they closed they came to the manse, with the 
vice-president, Mrs. Fraser, and being joined 
too by other members of the Church, they 
presented a tender, appreciative, and sympa- 
thetic, address, with a gift in gold which is 
very helpful and acceptable when reluctantly 
setting out on a journey, tho’ the journey 
be homeward. 

The Society is conducted on the same lines 
as similar societies at home, and is proving 
a real blessing to those who give their time 
and skill for its support. Each member re- 
presents a well conducted Christian home, 

The needle and scissors skilfully used have 
a lifting power, of which at one time I ne- 
ver dreamed. 


INFLUENCE OF THE MISSION SCHOOL. 


Our Church, through her missionary agents, 
has taken much interest in mission schools. 
Let me give a fresh proof of their value. 

Last month Babu Lal Bihari and I went 
for a day’s visiting in a remote settlement, 
twelve miles distant. On arrival he went 
on one beat, and I on another. When home- 
ward bound we talked over the incidents of 
the day, and, amongst other things, he re- 
ported as follows, regarding the family of an 
influential widely known Baboo that he had 
visited. 

The husband was out; he met only his wife 
and children, who were most friendly. On 
hearing the mother call her little boy James, 
and a daughter Mary, the Baboo naturally 
enquired if they had been baptised. ‘‘No,’’ 
said she, ‘‘their father would not consent, 
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but they like the Christian names, and I calP 
them by the names they have chesen.’’ 

She added, ‘“‘I went to one of your Mission. 
schools in another district. 'There I learned to’ 
read a little, to pray, and to sing, and like 
the other members of my tamily I would have 
become a Christian had I not been married 
here. I pray to Jesus every day and my 
children say every night and morning’ the 
prayers they learn at school. I sing some of 
the hymns they sing, but as they are in Eng- 
lish their father does not undérstand and of- 
fers no objection.”’ 

When the Baboo went amongst the laborers 
in a house adjoining, she followed, and sat as 
long as the Words of Life continued to _ be 
spoken. Under ordinary circumstances the in-. 
formation elicited and given above could not 
be obtained, but the absence of the head of 
the house gave the opportunity. On _ every 
hand there are, we believe, ‘‘the hidden ones.’’ 
The schools cast in the leaven, may the whole 
be speedily leavened. 


A NEW CHURCH. 


Thursday, 9th, being ‘‘Corpus Christi, and, 
in consequence, a public holiday, was fixed 
for the opening of a new church recently 
erected by Mr. Fraser, at Mayo, one of our 
stations in this field. The building is smalj 
but neat, nicely situated, and in every way 
well adapted to present needs; and the walls 
are sufficiently high to admit of lateral ex- 
tension, if at any time required. For the 
Creole population there is a Roman Catholie 
and an English Church in the village. 

It was thought well, on opening day, to 
have services in both the English and Hindus- 
tani languages. At each service the Church 
was packed. Not only did the people of the 
district turn out, but quite sixty people went 
up from San Fernando and Princestown, in- 
cluding the missionaries and their families 
of both places. The presence of these friends 
contributed in many ways to give import- 
ance to the occasion, and to the strengthen- 
ing of the feeble flock at this station. A well 
to-do Indian cocoa dealer, Mr. Ramdin, did 
much towards the Church, and extended his 
hospitality on the occasion of its dedication 
to the scores who came from far to join in 
the services. 

There are social barriers at home, and 
wealth is a mighty agent in erecting them, 
but in Indian communities here, whilst there 
is potency in money, there are agencies less 
tangible that dominate. When Indians of dif- 
ferent castes meet socially, and as Christians 
for pleasant intercourse, the missionary sees 
ground for gratitude and encouragement. The 
social element in Thursday’s meeting is hope- 
ful. 

The work steadily expands. 

Let God be praised. 


Yours faithfully, 
K. J. GRANT. 
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THE NEW HEBRIDES FOR 1897. 


Very interesting and encouraging is the fol- 
lowing by the New Hebrides Mission Synod, 
as at their meeting in April they surveyed 
the different fields: 

It is with feelings of deep thankfulness to 
God for His blessing upon the labors of us, 
His servants, in this Mission, that we once 
more record a year of progress almost all 
along the line. The reports from the different 
stations are amongst the most encouraging 
that have ever been handed in. 

And not only is work progressing at old 
stations and new, but Santo and Malekula 
in particular, and even ‘‘dark Tanna,’’ are 
crying out for more teachers, not figurative- 
ly, or by their wretched condition alone, but 
by the lips of many who come to the mission- 
ary, beseeching him to come over and _ help 
them. - 

True, the reports from some stations are 
not so bright as perhaps they have been in 
other years, and disappointments and dis- 
tresses have not been wanting. The Angel of 
Death has been in cur midst since last Sy- 
nod, and one who was with us last year on 
the way to the Colonies for her health has 
now been called home. 

Among the natives, too, there have been 
not a few deaths, notably that of Kamasitea, 
the chief and elder on Aniwa,—and that of 
Antas, the first fruits of the Gospel on 
Malo,—men whose places it will be hard to 
fill; while at some stations, such as Wintua 
and Wupir, the death rate has been exception- 
ally high, and on Aneityum the natives were 
‘‘paralyzed’’ with the prevalence of sickness 
and death. 

Last year there came a bright and most 
hopeful report from Ambrym, and it is with 
feelings of deep regret and of sympathy with 
Dr. and Mrs. Lamb that Syncd has heard of 
the necessity there is, for Dr. Lamb’s retiring, 
for a time, at least, from active work in the 
Islands on account of the state of his health. 
The Synod would express the hope that in 
the good providence of God he may be re- 
stored to health and enabled to resume at 
some future date the work that had begun to 
advance so prosperously under him, and is 
so near his heart. Synod was gratified to 
learn that during Mr. Lamb’s absence in the 
Colonies, Mr. Mansfield has ably carried on 
the work at Dip Point. 

So much for the dark part of the picture, 
the rest is bright. To begin at the South, the 
signs of coming dawn on Tanna, that were 
referred to in last year’s Minute, have proved 
to be no false ones, At the young station of 
Lenuke there is a large class of candidates for 
baptism, no less than 100, and at Weasisi a 
church has at last been formed, eight mem- 
bers being baptised: last October, while at 
Kwamera and Port Resolution there are 
signs of quickening, with the early prospect 
of the formation of a catechumen’s class at 
the Port. 
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As in former years the work on Nguna 
and adjacent islands under Mr. Milne is par- 
ticularly encouraging. The people are now 
all professedly Christian, there being over 800 
church members who support their own teach- 
ers, while over 40 couples have gone out as 
teachers under other missionaries, and 21 
students are incourse of training at the Tan- 
goan Institute. Seventy-six new members 
were admitted to the Church this year. 

Epi continues to advance, a special feature 
being the remarkable demand for books, 
manifested by the fact that at Nikaura, 800 
copies of a new Hymm book were purchased 
within 8 days, so that by the return mail the 
missionary was enabled to defray the ccst of 
the book almcst in full. A new primer, too, 
is almost sold out amd the newly translated 
Gospel of John has likewise had a good sale. 
Fifteen new members were admitted to the 
Church by Mr. Smaill, and the candidates for 
baptism number 54. The gross attendance at 
Sabbath services amounts to 1800. 

Malekula is at a most interesting and hope- 
ful stage, more especially at Uripiv, where the 
long dark night of toil seems to be over and 
morning fairly advanced. The catechumen’s 
class has an attendance of 30; over 300 at- 
tend services regularly, and some 50 have 
moved to the Mission station, where they live 
in primitive Christian fashion, having ‘‘all 
thines in common.’’ The natives of the Mas- 
kelyne Islands, off the south end of Malekula, 
are intensely eager for a missionary, and Sy- 
nod rejoices at the prospect of a station be- 
ing opened there in the course of a_ few 
months. Amongst the bush tribes of the is- 
land there is a constantly expressed desire 
that the missionaries settle teachers with a- 
view of putting a stop to inter-tribal wars. 

The work on Malo is extending, a new sta- 
tion having been opened on the opposite 
side of the island, and for the first time two 
Malo teachers have beem settled at out-sta- 
tions. 

On the large island of Malo the three new 
missionaries give in favorable reports while 
a large number of the people about Cape Cum- 
berland have begun to attend services; and at 
Nogugu 200 have broken caste and now form 
a distinctively Christian party, which exer- 
cises great moral powers in the district. 

The Christian liberality of the natives in 
many stations should be noticed : The total 
amount given by the natives in cash, during 
the year, being £385 3s 7d, or $1,900, besides 
which nearly one thousand dollars was given 
in arrowroot, making the total giving of 
the natives, during the year, nearly three 
thousand dollars. 

Tt is likewise worthy of note that at Fila 
an English service is regularly conducted for 
the benefit of white settlers. 

The Training Institution, under the capable 
management of Principal Annand and _ his 
staff, is in a flourishing condition in every 
way save one, viz., the important depart- 
ment of funds to carry on the work. Synod 
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deplores the large debit balance of £108, and 
would take this further opportunity of lay- 
ing before its friends the claims of such an 
important branch of the work of this Mis- 
sion. 

In bringing this Minute to a eclcse, Synod 
eannot but recall the fact that this year 
marks the Jubilee of the foundation of. this 
Mission. Fifty years ago the station of Anel- 
gauhat was opened, and the first permanent 
settlement effected by the Rev. John Geddie. 
Not one island in the group but was sunk 
in heathenism. To-day there are in the group 
no less than 24 missionaries, 5 assistants, a 
trained nurse, about 300 native teachers, and 
about 2,800 communicants, while a Training 
Institute for Teachers and a Hospital are 
astablished and doing excellent work. 

The encouraging state of things revealed in 
these facts call for the expression of our ear- 
nest thanks to God, and entitles us to hope 
that during the coming 50 years even more 
progress will be made than in the past. 


LETTER FROM FORMOSA. 


Tamsui, 14 April, 1898. 

Dear Bro.,—On a recent Sabbath Koa Kau 
and I were in Tek-Chham and addressed 400 
hearers, forenoon and evening. I baptised 41, 
and administered the Lord’s Supper to 90 
communicants. In the afternoon, preacher, 
elders, and people, accompanied us to the 
station outside the city, where a_ packed 
house was told of Jesus and salvation. 

On the 18th ult., we were at Sin-tiam. I 
baptized 16, sat with 98 believers to com- 
memorate the dying love of our Divine Re- 
deemer, and proclaimed salvation in His name 
to 248 worshippers. 

On the 27th ult, 210 converts assembled in 
our Toa-tiu-tia Church. I baptized 16, and 
had communion with 75 who professed faith 
in Jesus as their Saviour. The above facts 
speak for themselves without any ccmment 
from me. 

As there is urgent need of trained preachers 
for our field I give, on the whole, five days a 
week to college work. I teach forenoon, ai- 
ternoon, and dril! the students every evening 
in presence of all from the Girl’s School. 

At mid-day, whether Dr. Wilkinson is in 
the Hospital or not, I attend. A week ago 
to-day, he amputated a young Christian’s 
arm, whilst I administered chloroform. He 
was greatly impressed when the patient, in 
an unostentatious way, suddenly stood with 
bowed head for silent prayer before mounting 
the operating table. 

Every Saturday Koa Kau accompanies me 
into the country, and in the vicinity of 
every Church we labor until returning for 
our daily exercises in the college. In _ this 
way we get over the field, and feel that all 
our hours are given to our Master. I find, in- 
deed, that night and day His Church engages 
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our whole energies. Be it so. That is why we 

are here, viz., to tcil on and on because’ of 

the wondrous—the wondrous—love of Jesus. 

Thy love grows never cold, but its pure 
tlame, 

Seems every day more strong and bright to 
glow. 

Thy truth remains eternally the same, 

Pure and unsullied as the mountain snow. 


Yours sincerely, 
G. L. MACKAY. 


FROM THE YUKON. 


Some facts as told in the Assembly are full 
of interest and encouragement 

‘*The Governor, Major Walsh, has done all 
in his power to encourage our missionaries, 
und has given instruction to the Mounted 
Police to render any practical aid wherever 
the Church is planting missions. 


Rev. A. S. Grant, writes of some of his 
rebruary experiences :— 
‘“‘T am thus far on my journey. I never be- 


fore undertook a task which so thoroughly 
taxed all my energies as this trip has; but I 
think the worst is over. In all kinds of 
weather we hauled freight, and with the ex- 
ception of two Sabbaths I have conducted 
some kind of a service. In addition to this 
I have treated about fifty patients after hours 
along the trail, going sometimes consider- 
able distances to see them. 

I have received some $60 in voluntary offer- 
ings for such service, and this I now give as 
a subscription to :he work at Lake Bennett. I 
have decided to establish a mission here at 
once, The population is small, but this is 
the head of navigation, and already there are 
over 5,000 people on the Skaguay and Dyea 
trails, besides all who are now at Skaguay 
and yet to come this way. Iam going to 
start to-morrow to take out logs for a cabin 
and timber for tent frame-work. The tent I 
have ordered from Vancouver, 24 x 40, with 
a six foot wall. 

I started a subscription list yesterday—the 
first Canadian Mission of this great Klondyke 
move. Major Walsh, who has returned from 
the interior and is here, started the list, fol- 
lowed by Captain Rant, and, with my own 
$60, I got $175. The men in my party are 
going to give a week’s work gratis. Some 
others are going to give work also, and we 
will proceed at once. 

The North West Mounted Police are a fine 
class of men. I thanked Major Walsh in the 
name of the Home Mission Committee for his 
kindness to the Mission. They took six 
months’ supplies from Skaguay to’ Bennett 
for Dickey, when it cost them thirty-five cents 
per pound to clo so, and now Major Walsh 
has instructed his men to take him down to 
Dawson by the first boats going in. This is 
a great service to the Church. 


Doung People’s Societies. 


‘““PLAN 


THE ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE’S 
OF STUDY.” 


Conducted by Rev. R. D. Fraser, Convener. 


The Monthly Topics of the Plan of Study 
for 1898 bear the general title, -‘Some Books, 
Fields, and Men,’’ and are so arranged as to 
be adapted to the various sorts of Young 
People’s Societies. They are set down for 
the second weekly meeting of each month, 
and the Topic is treated in the Record of 
the month preceding, in order that Societies 
may have the materials for the meeting on 
hand well in advance. 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 


1. The Topic Cards and Booklets contain- 
ing ‘‘Plan of Study”’ for 1899 will be issued 
in good time. 

2. The Topic Card for 1898, in an incom- 
plete form, was issued from an unauthorized 
source, the page indicating the Literature 
and other Helps on the Topic being omitted. 
Societies using this card have, therefore, been 
placed at a disadvantage. The Committee ear- 
nestly desire that these societies and any so- 
cieties that have not hitherto taken up the 
Assembly’s ‘‘Plan of Study’’ should have the 
Topic Card in its complete form, as issued by 
the Committee. For the balance of the year, 
therefore, so long as the supply still in the 
hands of the publishers lasts, all orders for 
Topic Cards for 1898 will be filled at the no- 
minal price of 10 cents for fifty copies, and 
the booklets containing the same matter, and 
in addition Daily Readings for the whole 
year, at 20 cents for 50 copies. 

All orders to be sent to Rev. E. Scott, the 
Record, Y. M. C. A. Building, Montreal. 


Topic for week beginning Sept. 11th : 

Our own Presbytery: its strength, its work, 
its young people’s societies. 

Topic passage 1 Cor. 12: 12-14: 27-31. 

Literature. — McPherson’s Hand-Book on 
Presbyterianism, 50 cents, is excelle.t. The 
‘Book of Forms,’’ as it is usually called, 
which is the ‘‘useful guide’’ compiled and au- 
thorized by our General Assembly, is a com- 
plete Vademecum. It tells in detail how the 
work of the Church is carried on. For the 
facts and figures in regard to each Presby- 
tery the Report on Statistics, bound up with 
the Minutes of the General Assembly, is the 
authority. It goes into the minutiae. in the 
case of all the congregations and mission sta- 
tions of the Church. The Report on Young 
People’s Societies in the same Volume deals 
specially with the work of these organiza- 
tions. Copies of this latter Report have al- 
ready been mailed to all Secretaries, whose 
names have been sent in by Conveners of 
Presbytery Committees. Additional copies 
may be obtained by dropping a Post Card to 
the Assembly’s Convener, Rev. R. Douglas 
Fraser, Bowmanville, Ont 
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POINTS FOR THE PROGRAMME, 


A paper on the conservation and multipli- 
cation of force through co-operation. The 
Topic passage, 1 Cor, 12: 12-14; 2—31, might 
serve as a text. 

A sketch map of your own Presbytery. 
With this map before the society let one be 
prepared to describe the geographical features 
of the district embraced in it, and to point 
out where each congregation is situated. An- 
other might name the ministers of the congre- 
gation, and where there are Colleges or 
Church Agencies, the various persons con- 
nected with these. Another might give a sy- 
nopsis of the statistical sheets as to member- 
ship, givings, etc. Still another might de- 
scribe the mission field of the Presbytery and 
the progress that assisted congregations are 
making towards self-support. The Sabbath 
Schools of the Presbytery and the Woman’s 
Foreign Mission Auxiliaries and bands would 
require separate papers, and special attention 
should be given to the Young People’s Socie- 
ties. The Presbytery’s Convener or the Secre- 
tary of the Presbyterial Scciety or Union 
would furnish the facts, if written to. What 
the Societies have done; what they are doing; 
what more they may and ought to do should 
be carefully considered. It is just the right 
time of year to lay plans for new and better 
work, 


WHO CONSTITUTE A PRESBYTERY. 


The Presbytery consists of: 

1. Ordained ministers within the bounds 
(a) who are pastors of congregations, (b) 
who are professors of theology in the Church, 
or professors in colleges connected with the 
Church; (c) who are employed by appoint- 
ment of the General Assembly in some de- 
partment of the work of the Church; (d) who 
have been appointed to mission fields for not 
less than two years, with the sanction of one 
of the Assembly’s Mission Committees; (€) 
who by special enactment of the Assembly 
have their names placed on the roll. 

2. Amn elder from each pastoral charge. 

The ‘‘Book of Forms.”’ 


THE DUTIES OF THE PRESBYTERY. 


The duties of the Presbytery are: to re- 
eeive and dispose of petitions, references, 
eomplaints, and appeals, from Sessions; to 
transmit petitions and overtures to the Sy- 
nod or General Assembly; to provide for the 
supply of ordinances in congregations; to 
form mission stations and new congrega- 
tions; to superintend the education of stud- 
ents having the ministry in view; to certify 
students for admission to the theological 
halls; to examine and licence preachers of the 
Gospel; to moderate in calls given to minis- 
ters, and to receive, sustain, or set aside the 
same, to try candidates for the ministry and 
ordain them when qualified; to induct into 
the pastoral offiee; to judge of matters affect- 
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ing the moral character of ministers and li- 
centiates; to admonish, rebuke, suspend, de- 
- pose, or excommunicate offenders; to receive 
demissions, and to loose ministers from their 
charges; to review the records of the Ses- 
sions; to adopt measures for promoting the 
religious life of the several congregations 
within the bounds, and to visit them for the 
purpose of enquiring into their state and re- 
dressing evils that may arise; to deal with 
matters sent down by the superior courts; 
and in general to superintend the Congrega- 
tions and Sessions within the bounds. 
The ‘‘Book of Forms.”’ 


THE PLACE AND FUNCTION. OF THE 
PRESBYTERY. 


By Rev. Robert Campbell, D.D., Montreal, 
One of the Clerks of the General 
Assembly. 


Presbyterian government is founded on the 
principle that the whole Church is governed 
by the whole Church, through its representa- 
tives. For this purpose, those who serve in 
the Word, have associated with them, in the 
eare of the Church of God, non-ministerial 
members of the Church, men of approved 
character and matured experience. Our ‘‘mo- 
del constitution’’ is to be found in Acts, 15th 
Chapter, in which there is an account of the 
first General Assembly. 

But the faithful in certain cities and dis- 
tricts were organized for local government, 
as we infer from 1 Tim., 4: 14. The care of 
the Church in ordinary matters was commit- 
ted to these local Presbyteries, only matters 
of extraordinary moment calling for the con- 
sideration of the representatives of the whole 
Church, 

Karly in Christian history, however, this 
Apostolic order of things was disturbed, and 
the right of the great body of the member- 
Ship of the Church to a share in its govern- 
ment was denied; all authority being usurped 
by the ‘‘clergy,’’ as ministers came to be de- 
signated. At the Reformation, this right was 
restored, at least in non-prelatical Churches; 
and in the Presbyterian Church, the power, 
which is wielded by Bishops in the Episcopal 
system, is vested in the local Presbyteries. 
It is by reason of this distinction, that our 
system is called ‘‘Presbyterian.’’ 

In its modern development, the Presbytery 
is the unit or chief factor in our system. It 
controls the Kirk Sessions below it, and the 
Synods and Assemblies above it. It is in 
itself a complete ecclesiastical organism. One 
Presbytery is enough for fulfilling all Church 
functions. But when the membership of the 
Church is large and widely extended, then 
arises the need of more than one Presbytery; 
and then, to secure unity of action and con- 
serve the principle of the government of the 
whole by the whole, follows the need of Sy- 
nods or aggregations of Presbyteries; and, 
finally, when the actions of Synods have to 
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be unified, a Genenal Assembly is required, 
which is ideally constituted, as it is in Ire- 
land, for instance, only when Presbyteries are 
fully represented in it. 

But, as in a Church of great extent, an As- 
sembly so eonstituted would become un- 
wieldy, and it is besides thought undersirable 
that all the ministers should be absent from 
their congregations at the same time, it has 
been found necessary to limit the representa- 
tion of Presbyteries in the General Assembly 
to a proportion of the whole, greater or less 
according to the size oi the Church, 

But with this limitation came also the ne- 
cessity of limiting the functions of a General 
Assembly, which is really only a great com- 
mittee of the whole, appointed by Presbyter- 
ies; and so it is debarred from taking any 
important steps beyond those to which it is 
moved by Presbyteries. It is mainly a med- 
ium for executing the mind of the whole 
Church as gathered from the actions of Pres- 
byteries. The Presbyteries contro] the Assem- 
bly, for they appoint its members, whom they 
may instruct, if they choose, and they reserve 
certain important matters for their own de- 
cision. Then there are certain matters in re- 
gard to which Kirk-Sessions are bound to 
consult Presbyteries; so that the Presbytery 
is the great organ by which the united work 
of our Church is carried on. 


PRESBYTERIAL YOUNG PEOPLE’S SO- 
CIETIES. 


In accordance with the recommendation of 
the General Assembly of last year, several ad- 
ditional Presbyterial Societies have been or- 
ganized. A brief from of Constitution was is- 
sued by the Committee and has, in the main, 
been followed. 

It sets forth the Object of such Societies to 
be ‘*‘To promote the welfare and the useful- 
fulness to the Church of the young people of 
the Presbytery, by uniting them in friendly 
intercourse, the cultivation of their spiritual 
life, the study of the doctrines, history and 
work of the Church, and the support of its 
missionary, educational and _ benevolent 
Schemes;’’ the Membership to consist of 
“The various Y. P. Societies within the Pres- 
bytery under the oversight of Sessions; each 
society to be represented by its President and 
one delegate for every seven members, 

In congregations where no young people’s 
organizations exist, Sessions may appoint de- 
legates in the proportion of ome to _ each 
twenty names on the communion roll.’’? Pro- 
vision is also made for Meetings, for an Exe- 
cutive, on which the Presbytery and the Pres- 
bytery’s Committee on Y. P. Societies are re- 
presented, and for necessary changes in the 
Constitution. The Convener will send copies 
of this form of Constitution on application. 

Presbyterial organizations now exist in the 
Presbyteries of Peterborough, Whitby, Lind- 
say, Toronto, Orangeville, Barrie, Owen 
Sound, Saugeen, and Guelph, in the Synod of 
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Toronto and Kingston. The Presbytery of 
Kingston, in the same Synod, had an excel- 
lent convention of its young people, but de- 
ferred the matter of organization for the pre- 
sent. 

In the Synod of Hamilton and London, the 
Presbyteries of Hamilton, Paris, London 
(also has a Presbyterial Y. P. Home Mis- 
sionary Society), Huron, Maitland, Bruce, 
and Sarnia have Presbyterial Societies. Strat- 
ford held a convention, but was not prepared 
at the time to organize. 

In the Synod of the Maritime Provinces 
there is, as yet, no Presbyterial organization, 
although one is to be formed in the Presby- 
tery of Sydney. A large portion of the terri- 
tory is So wholly Presbyterian that the Coun- 
ty C. E. Unions are held to cover the field 
pretty fully. 

In the Synod of Montreal and Ottawa the 
Presbyteries of Quebec and Brockville have 
taken steps towards organization, and a 
most active Presbyterial Y. P. H. M. Society 
is in operation in the Presbytery of Lanark 
and Renfrew. 

In the West the Presbytery of Winmipeg is 
to form a Presbyterial as soon as practic- 
able, and the matter is under discussion in 
the Presbytery of Westminster. The Synod of 
British Columbia, at its recent meeting, re- 
commended that an effort be made to form 
Presbyterial Societies within the bounds. 

As to the practical work undertaken by 
these Presbyterial organizations it is chiefly 
of four sorts :-— 

(a) The holding of conventions. These have 
already done much to develop an esprit de 
corps; and where the programme hias been put 
chiefly into the hands of the young people 
themselves, they have given evidence at once 
of a deep spirituality, a large grasp of the 
topics, and great resource in practical me- 
thods. 

(b) The encouragement of the societies by 
visitation and suggestion. The Toronto 
Presbyterial Union has been specially active 
in this direction. In a handsome little pamph- 
let, ‘‘Echoes of the Convention,’’ just issued, 
it furnishes the societies with a summary of 
the papers and addresses given at the conven- 
tion and presses upon them the claims of Sab- 
bath observance, the Plan of Study, and the 
Missionary Schemes of the Church. 

(ce) The organization of new societies. 

(d) The support of missionary work by the 
united efforts of the societies, as in the Pres- 
byteries of Peterborough, Whitby, and Owen 
Sound. The Presbyterial Y. P. H. M. Society 
of the Presbytery of Lanark and Renfrew is 
an example of what may be done. It combines 
all the young people’s societies which will 
unite with it in support of Home Missions. 
AS a result, the 26 societies reported contri- 
buted $983 for that work, or an average of 
about $38 for each society. 

Both the Toronto and Hamilton Presbyter- 
ials are arranging for district conventions to 
be held during the summer. 
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Church Hotes and Wotices. 


CALLS. 


From st. James Ch., London, Ont., to Mr. 
Alex. J. McGillivray, Guelph. 

From Corunna and Courtright to Mr. W. 
D. Bell. 


From Bass River, N.B., to Mr. W. M. 
Townsend. 

From New Richmond, N.B., to Mr. J. F. 
McCurdy. 


From Tilbury, Chatham Pres., to Mr. A. 
R. Gregory. 

From Dunbar and Colquhoun, Brockville 
Fres., to Mr. Harvey Carmichael, of Spencer- 
ville. Accepted. Induction 9 Aug. 

From Powassan, Ont., to Mr. W. J. Mac~ 


Bean. 

From Summerstown, Ont., to Mr. John 
Matheson, late of Martintown, etc. Ac- 
cepted. 

INDUCTIONS. 


At Union Mines, B.C., 2 June, Mr. W. C. 
Dodds, inducted. 

At Glenboro, 7 June, Mr. Reddon, late of 
Moosomin, inducted. 

At Millerton, N.B., 31 May, Mr. 
Corbett inducted. 

At Ballimaford, Orangeville Pres., Mr. 
George Milne, ordained as missionary for 
two years. 

At Singhampton, Orangeville Pres., 26 
July, Mr. F. Davey, inducted. 

At Fern Ave. Ch., Toronto, 23 June, 
S. C. Graeb, inducted. 

At Basswood, Minnedosa Pres., 5 July, 
Mr. J. K. Clark, ordained as missionary. 

By Maitland Pres., 11 July, Mr. Colin Sin- 
clair, inducted pastor of Knox Ch., Ripley, 
and Knox Ch., Bervie. 

At Wyoming, June 21st, to the charge of 
Wyoming and S. Plympton, Mr. W. G._ Ri- 
chardson, ordained and inducted. 

At Cowan Ave. Ch., Toronto. July 7, Mr. 
J. A, Clark, ordained and inducted. 

At St. Cuthbert’s Ch., St. Lambert, Mont- 
real, 11 July, Mr. J. Nairn, inducted. 


Thomas 


Mr. 


RESIGNATIONS. 


Of Erskine Ch., Toronto, Dr. Hunter. 

Of Thamesville and Turin, Mr. John Beck- 
et. 

Of Alma, Ont., Mr. T. A. Watson. 


Of Bishop’s Mills, etc., Brockville Pres., 
Mr. James Madill. 

Of Dunvegan, Glengarry Pres., Mr. John 
Campbell. 

Of First Church, Port Hope, Dr. J. K. 
Smith. 
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OBITUARIES. 


Rey. David Sutherland, of Charlottetown, 
P, E. I., was called to rest, 7 July, after a 
brief but severe illmess, with pleurisy and 
pneumonia, at the early age of forty years. 
Born in Scotland, he was educated in 
Edinboro. Completing his studies for the 
ministry, his first charge was Grove Church, 
Richmond, Halifax, where he was settled in 
1888. After a brief ministry there he was 
called to Zion Church, Charlottetown, where 
after eight years’ successful service, he has 
been called home. 


Rev. James Cleland, died at Port Hope, 4 
July, in the 77th year of his age. He was 
born in County Down, Ireland, and was edu- 
cated in Belfast University. He was ordained 
9 May, 1848, and labored for a time in Port- 
land, Ireland. In 1856 he became pastor at 
Oswagatchie, N.Y. In 1874 he was called to 
Mill St. Church, Port Hope, where he labored 
until his retirement some eight years since. 
He was at the recent General Assembly in 
Montreal, 17 June, strong and well, and a 
few days later called to rest. 


Rev. A. F. MacQueen passed to his rest at 
Hampden, Que., 10 Feb., in the seventy- 
fourth year of his age. He was born in the 
Isle of Skye, Scotland, Dec. 12, 1824. He 
took his literary course in Edinboro Univer- 
sity, and his theological course in Knox Col- 
lege, Toronto. He was ordained by the Pres- 
bytery of Montreal, at Kenyon, Ont., ‘5 
Dec., 1858. In 1874 he accepted a call to 
Huron. On May 9, 1893, he resigned, nearing 
seventy, but some months later accepted a 
call to Hampden, Que., where he labored till 
near the end. Laid aside by illness, he re- 
signed his charge, which was accepted, to 
take effect 20 March, but before that came 
the Master called. 


“They say I am growing old, because my 
hair is silvered, and there are crow’s feet on 
my forehead, and my step is not so firm and 
elastic as. before. But they are mistaken. 
That is not me. The knees are weak, but the 
knees are not me. The brow is wrinkled, but 
the brow is not me. This is the house I live 
in. But I am young, younger than I ever 
was before.’’—Guthrie. 


The man who has given himself to his 
country loves it better; the man who has 
fought for his friend honors him more; the 


man who has labored for his community 
values more highly the interests he has 
sought to conserve; the man who has 
wrought and planned and endured for the ac- 
complishment of God’s plan im the world sees 
the greatmess of it, the divinity and glory of 
it, and is himself more perfectly assimilated 
to it.—wStorrs. 
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PRESBYTERY MEETINGS, 


Synod of the Maritime Provinces. 


. Sydney, Sydney, St. a., 28 July, 10 a.m. 
Inverness, Whyco., 27 Sep. 

P. KE. I., Charlottetown, Jas. Hall, 1 Ag. 
Pictou, New Glasgow, 6 Sep., 1.80 p.m, 
Wallace, Tatamagouche, 2 Aug. 

Truro, Truro, 20 Sep., 11 a.m. 

Halifax, Hx., Chat. Hall, 18 Sep. 

Lun, Yar., Lahave, 6 Sep., 10.30 a.m. 
St. John, Fredericton, 27 July. 

. Miramichi, Newcastle, 27 Sep., 10 a.m. 


CEC MONARO NH 
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Synod of Montreal and Ottawa. 


- Quebec, Three Rv., St. And., 18 Sept. 
Montreal, Mon., Knox., 27 Sep., 10 a.m. 
Glengarry, Lancaster, 13 Sep., 7.30 p.m. 
14, Ottawa, Bank St., 2 Aug., 10 a.m. 
15. Lanark, ete., Carl’n Pl., 13 Sep., 10.30 
16. Brockville, Winchester, 18 Sep., 10 a.m. 


bt 
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Synod of Toronto and Kingston. 


17. Kingston, Deseronto, 20 Sep., 11 a.m. 
18. Peterboro, Port Hope, 20 Sep., 2 p.m. 
19, Whitby, Oshawa, 18 Oct., 10 a.m. 

20. Lindsay, Cambray, 13 Sep., 11 a.m 
21. Toronto, Tor., Knox, 1 Tu. ev. mo. 
Orangeville, Orangeville, 18 Sep., 10.30 
23. Barrie, Barrie, 26 Juiy. 

24. North Bay, N. B., Emsdale, 20 Sep. 
25. Algoma, Tarbutt, Sep. 

26. Owen S., O.S., Div. Hall. 


27. Saugeen, Clifford, Kx., 13 Sep., 10 a.m. 


28. Guelph, Guelph, Kx., 20 Sep., 19.30 a.m. 


Synod of Hamilton and London. 


29. Hamilton, St. Cath., 20 Sep., 10.80 a.m. 
30. Paris, Woodstock, Kx., 18 Sep., 11 a.m. 
81. London, Lon., 1st, 18 Sep., 10.30 a.m. 
32. Chatham, Chat., St. A.. 13 Sep.. 10 a.m. 
33. Stratford, Stratford, Kx., 13 Sep., 10.30 
84. Huron, Clinton, 18 Sep., 10.380 a.m. 
35. Maitland, Wingham, 20 Sep., 10 a.m 
36. Bruce, Port Elgin, 13 Sep., 3 p.m. 

387. Sarnia, Strathroy, 20 Sep., 10 a.m. 


Synod of Manitoba and the North-West. 


88. Superior. Rat Portage. Sep. 

89. Win., Man., Col., 2 Tu. Sep., “i-mo. 
40. Rock Lake. 
Glenboro. 
42. Portage, P. 
Brandon, 
44, Minnedosa. 
45. Melita, Melita, Ist wk. in Sep. 

46. Regina, Regina, 21 Sep., 9.30 a.m. 


la Pra., Sep 5.. 7.80 p.m. 


Sybod of British Columbia. 


47, Calgary, Medicine Hat, 6 Sep. 

08. Edmonton, 8S. Ed., 6 Sep., 10 a.m. 

49. Kamloops, Nelson, 7 Sep., 10 a.m. 
Westminster, Clilliwack, 6 Sep., 8 p.m. 
51.) Victoria, Vie., St, Coly,-6 Sep.) 10: a.m. 
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Other Workers and Work. 


During the last one hundred years the wars 
of Christian Europe have cost the lives of 
5,000,000 men and $20,000,000,000.—For- 
um. 


Of the 760 missionaries of the Church of 
England Missionary Society 85 support 
themselves, and 305 are partially supported 
by friends at home.—Work and Workers. 

Eleven Christian villages on the Montene- 
grin frontier have been destroyed by Alban- 
ians. In his protest to the Porte, the Mon- 
tenegrin representative has received the sup- 
port of the Russian Embassy. 

Lord Kelvin, it is said, will be offered the 
office of Principal of the University of Glas- 
gow, vacant by the resignation of Dr. John 
Caird. 


The American Board, the Foreign Mission 
Board of the Congregationalists, has received 
$79,906 more this last year than the  pre- 
vious one. The total amount received was 
$415,004 during the eight months. 


CLOSED LANDS. 


The last closed door of South America has 
at last been opened, and now missionaries 
of the Gospel Union of Kansas have begun to 
work in Ecuador. 


Tibet is still besieged by missionary arm- 
ies, and Miss Taylor has crossed the bound- 
aries and is selling Bibles among Tibetan 
people who are carrying them far into Tibe- 
tan territory. 


The 2,000,000 miles of unoccupied terri- 
tory in Africa is gradually growing less as 
the picket-lines of missions are pushed for- 
ward into the Soudan, Upper 
other waiting territory. 


Afghanistan still shuts out the Light of 
Life, but an occasional ray from the Sun of 
Righteousness penetrates even there, in spite 
of government edicts. Medical missions on 
the border are being greatly blest. 


The Philippine Islands and some _ other 
Papal possessions are still hostile to the 
truth, but one by one these countries are 
shaking off the yoke of Rome and declaring 
for freedom of belief and worship. 


In Arabia, Northern India and Western 
China some doors are either closed or there 
is no one to enter. Russia prohibits active 
missionary work except in the way of Bible 
distribution; the Stundists, however, tlrive 
under persecution. — Missionary Review, 
May, 1898. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD. 


Kongo and. 


AUGUST 


METHODS OF MISSION WORK. 


Rev, J. Frazer Smith, M.D., our mission- 
ary in India, in writing to the ‘‘Indian 
Stardard’’ says : 

One of the most successful Missions in 
China to-day is the English Baptist Mission, 
the members of which have worked side by 
side with Dr. Nevius and his colleagues in 
the province of Shantung. This mission is, I 
believe, endeavoring to follow New Testa- 
ment precedents, and the method adopted is 
largely on the same line as that of Dr. Ne- 
vius. They do not commence by building 
chapels for their converts and fitting them 
up with bencnes, tables and chairs, they 
rather endeavor to teach them to do as our 
forefathers did, meet for worship in their 
own houses. (I have seen a glorious meeting 
in a mud room ten feet square). 

After the converts increase and one small 
room becomes too small, they get one a lit- 
tle larger, still within their means. When 
they increase still more the Lord puts it into 
their heart to build a small place of worshir 
for themselves, and they love it, and take 
care of it and keep it up because it is their 
own. 

Moreover the converts are expected to pay 
the salaries of the Native Agents who minis- 
ter to them. But this mission goes one 
step farther. Excepting in very special cir- 
cumstances, they absolutely refuse to _ feed, 
clothe and educate the children of their con- 
verts free of charge, no matter how much 
the parents may wish to be relieved of their 
responsibility in this regard. 

As far as I am aware this mission holds to 
the principle that ‘‘secular education for se- 
cular ends does not come within the scope 
of the missionary requirement at all.’’ 

One principle which is constantly kept be- 
fore the converts is that the disciple must 
deny himself for the Gospel’s sake, and to 
this end he is taught from the first to give 
rather than to receive. The district in which 
this mission labors is densely populated, 
about 468 souls to the square mile, not in- 
cluding the large towns and cities. The peo- 
ple, too, are excessively poor, many of them 
constantly on the verge of starvation. 

Notwithstanding their proverty, the mis- 
sionaries emphasise the fact, that those who 
embrace Christianity should be willing to sa- 
crifice more for the sake of Christ, than would 
equal what they were compelled to do for 
their heathen ceremonies. 

The amount of money given in a year for 
temples, incense paper, funeral ceremonies, 
religious feasts and pilgrimages even by the 
poorer classes is almost ineredible. After 
very careful inquiry, the missionaries found 
out that if each Christian family would give 
in proportion to what they had previously 
given heathen ceremonies, every twelve fam- 
ilies could support a Native Agent who 
would act as teacher and preacher. 

The amount of salary paid to such an 
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Agent is regulated by the average amount 
paid to a heathen sehool master in that par- 
ticular district. The Christian Agent is al. 
lowed what would amount to little over ‘a 
Rupee more per month than the average sal- 
ary paid by the heathen around to _ their 
teachers. In this way each small company of 
believers becomes in time a self-nourishing 
and self-propagating Church. 


HOW INDIAN MISSIONARIES LIVE. 


Julian Hawthorne, when visiting India to 
see and describe the famine and plague, for 
the magazine that sent him, was much im- 
pressed by the missionary households he 
visited. One of these he thus describes : 

“The husband worked with all his might 
from dawn to dark, and after dark in his 
study, helping distress, averting evil, cheer- 
ing sorrow, enlightening ignorance, and 
praying with heart and soul to the God and 
Christ, who was more real to him than any 
earthly thing. His lovely, artless, human, 
holy wife, with faith like a little child’s, and 
innocent as a child, yet wise and steadfast 
in all that touched her work, labored as un- 
tiringly and unselfishly as her husband; and 
so did the other angel in the house—a young 
lady who was assisting them in the mission 
work. 

‘“‘There were, perhaps, a hundred 
children, either orphaned or deserted, who 
had begun to get flesh on their bones, and 
were busy and happy in learning to read and 
write their native language, and in singing 
hymns of praise to the new, living God, 
who loves children, meeting morning and 
evening in the chapel for that purpose, and 
to listen to stories about this God’s loving 
dealings with his creatures, told by native 
Christian teachers and the missionary him- 
self. They also learned, for the first time in 
their lives, what it was to live in clean and 
orderly rooms, to be fed abundantly and re- 
gularly, and to be treated with steady, in- 
telligent and unselfish affection. These child- 
ren would have died in the famine had not 
the mission found and saved them. Many of 
them, in spite of their present good appear- 
ance, were liable to succumb at the first 
touch of any illness, for famine fatally saps 
children’s constitutions; but they would be 
happy while they did live, and have an op- 
portunity of discovering that there is a di- 
vine Spirit outside of cobblestones and brass 
monkeys. 

“But though the surroundings and influ- 
ences were of the loveliest Christian kind, 
there was no trace of that fanatic hunger for 
nominal converts—that blind eagerness’ to 
fasten the badge of the cross on the sleeve, 
whether or not it were in the heart—which 
has often been ascribed to missionary work, 
I confess that I had prepared myself to find 
something of the kind. One must live with 
the missionaries of India in order to under- 
stand what they are doing and how they 
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do it. From first to last during my sojourn 
in India I saw many native Christians. Those 
that I saw are a remarkable and impressive 
body of men and women. I was always 
saying to myself, ‘They are like the people of 
the Bible.’ Some wore European dress; others 
did not. Their aspect was gentle, sincere 
and modest.’’—Sel. ; 


WEDDING AND WIDOWHOOD IN INDIA. 


(From a forthcoming work entitled ‘‘Across 
India at the close of the 19th Century,’’ by 
Miss Lucy E. Guinness.) 


‘‘Shall we be in time for the wedding ?’’ 

‘“‘Well, as it lasts for several days, we 
shall certainly be in time for something, but 
I should like to see the procession.’’ 

The doctor put his turbaned head out of 
the ghari window to urge our driver faster 
along the darkening street. 

‘‘Ah, it is all right,’’ he added, suddenly 
facing round on me, ‘‘they have not started, 
see !”’ 

I looked out and down the dusky road. The 
way was blocked ahead of us by a dense 
crowd of people—shouting, music, noise. 
Stopping the vehicle, my friend alighted, and 
left me wondering and expectant. Somehow a 
special interest attaches to a wedding, be it 
where it may. I sat in the twilight waiting. 
Indian stars came out overhead in the deep 
blue. Was tke bride’s heart beating high 
on this her marriage night 

‘It is all right, Miss Guinness; they have 
delayed for us. Let me introduce you to the 
bridegroom’s father.’’ 

The doctor’s cheery voice broke in upon 
my reverie... A Hindu gentleman outside the 
carriage door bowed courteously, helped me 
to alight, and swiftly piloted us down into 
the heart of the tamasha. 

What an Eastern scene it is—flaming 
lamps, candles, and scintillating lights in 
colored bowls, hung high upon tle bearers’ 
heads, lining both sides of the procession; a 
central phalanx of brilliantly dressed ladies, 
relatives of the family, on foot and 
packed into a solid square—their faces turn- 
ed towards us as we passed, dozens of large 
dark eyes and shining polished coiffures of 
black hair, dozens of sleek brown arms and 
necks loaded with jewellery, and draped in 
delicate silk saris. 

What words will describe the rattling 
ncise, the antics, the contortions, frenzy, 
gzrimaces, the agony of music tl at succeeds ? 
Under the eye of the father-in-law, and of 
the white-faced stranger, the players’ enthus- 
iasm reaches a climax. Higher and higher 
waxes the exeitement, amid the admiring 
wonder of the crowd, until at last, with a 
final deafening burst, it suddenly subsides, 
and another musician steps forward to take 
the principal part. 

Scent is showered on the erowd from cost- 
ly ornamental vases. Someone behind brings 
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a beautiful garland of flowers, which the 
eourteous master of affairs places with much 
ceremony around my neck. The wreath is 
closely woven of lovely tropical bloom, 
heavy with scent, and falling below’ the 
waist. I express what thanks are possible 
amid the din of bagpipe music. We step into 
the carriage and are swiftly bowled away, 
leaving the tamasha creeping down the 
streets amid the flare of torch-light, and pro- 
digal showers of scent. 

It is in progress from the bride’s house to 
the bridegroom’s, and will arrive, in due 
course, at the pleasant residence, where in a 
few moments we alight and mount the 
steps. 

Oh, she is such a little bride ! You stand 
hushed in her presence, scarcely able to be- 
lieve that this is really she. 

In the central room of a house she sits on 
a cushion by the bridegroom, both of them 
cross-legged on the floor. The women of 
the household, in gay gowns and solemn sil- 
ence, are seated on the floor behind. Hindu 
musicians in front are performing soft, weird 
music. Delicate refreshments are laid in a 
side room. The little bride is eight years 
old, a tiny shy slip of a child; the husband a 
tall, vigorous, young man of about twenty. 
He speaks English well, and talks freely to 
me, but does not move from his throne upon 
the floor. Her uncle picks up tke little bride 
in his arms, as you might a child of two, 
and carries her off out of the crowd into 
the refreshment room, to try and get her to 
say a few words, but she is too shy to utter 
anything but her name, whieh comes out at 
Yast after much persuasion. Someone carries 
a small boy past dressed in the brightest 
scarlet. The wee bride stretches out her 
hand to him. They are evidently playmates. 

‘‘She is much more fit for that little five 
year old than for the bridegroom you _ are 
giving her,’’ I remarked pitifully. 

‘Ah, mem Sahib, no! Such age is not our 
ecustom.’’ 

The age that is the custom is painfully evi- 
dent. Everything around you is pretty, 
shining, costly, gay with music, and lit by 
a glare of light; but oh, it is so sad! As 
you realise what this wedding represents 
you feel that you have scarcely ever seen 
anything sadder than this wee bride in he 
green silk dress and costly ornaments—a 
mite encrusted in a load of jewels. In about 
two years she will be actually married to 
this full grown, vigorous, man. 

We are shown round the galleries of the de- 
corated house, and come to the women’s 
quarters, where the ladies rise to meet us: 
the happy wife and mother, brilliantly dress- 
ed and bejewelled, shows us her ornaments, 
and smiles most pleasantly. She cannot 
speak a word of English. Someone is stand- 
ing behind in the shadow, a young and well 
formed woman. 

‘‘Who is this ?”’? you ask, turning to her af- 
ter the rest were introduced. 
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‘Ah, she is a widow !’’ comes the grave 
and sad response. 


Widowhood in India is not only a life long 
sorrow, but a life-long curse. It is believed 
to be the effect of some horrible crime com- 
mitted by the woman in a previous life, a 
crime for which her husband has been pun- 
ished. He has died, but she must suffer. Of 
course, it is her fault. 


The widow must wear a single coarse gar- 
ment, white, red, or brown. She must eat 
only one meal during the twenty-four hours 
of a day. She must never take part in fam- 
ily feasts and jubilees with others. She must 
not show herself to people on auspicious oc- 
casions. A man or woman thinks it unlucky 
to behold a widow’s face before seeing any 
other object in the morning. A man _ will 
postpone his journey if his path happens to 
be crossed by a widow at the time of his de- 
parture. 


A Hindu woman thinks it worse than 
death to lose her beautiful hair. Look at this 
little lassie, only fourteen years old, her 
eyes swollen with bitter tears, sitting with 
a sad face out of everybody’s way. She hard- 
ly knows the reason why her beautiful hair 
has been cut off, or why she is so cruelly de- 
prived of all she likes. She will grow up in 
this sadness—grow up perhaps to write one 
day what a Hindu woman once wrote :— 

‘‘O Lord, hear my prayer! No one _ has 
turned an eye on the oppression that we poor 
women suffer, though with weeping, and 
crying, and desire, we have turned to all 
sides, hoping that some one would save us. 
No one Las lifted up his eyelids to look up- 
on us, nor inquire into our case. We have 
searched above and below, but Thou art the 
only One who wilt hear our complaint, Thou 
knowest our impotence, our degradation, our 
dishonor. 


‘‘O great Lord, our name is written with 
drunkards, with lunatics, with imbeciles, 
with the very animals; as they are not re- 
sponsible, we are not. Criminals, confined in 
the jails for life, are happier than we, for 
they know something of Thy world. They 
were not born in prison, but we have not for 
one day, no, not even in our dreams, _ seen 
Thy world; to us it is nothing but a name; 
and not having seen the world, we cannot 
know Thee, its maker. Those who have seen 
Thy works may learn to understand Thee, 
ble to learn to know Thee. We see only the 
four walls of the house. Shall we call them 
the world, or India ? We have been born in 
this jail, we have died here, and are dying.’’ 

The Indian woman, as a bride, goes in- 
side her husband’s house, and never, or scar- 
cely ever, goes out again till her remains are 
carried out to be buried. For the rest of her 
life she is hidden there in a living tomb. And 
if she be a widow, that tomb becomes a 
prison house of pain, from which such cries 
as that above go up to God.—‘‘Presbyterian 
Monthly.’ 
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Life and Work. 


‘‘Politeness is to do or say 
The kindest thing in the kindest way.’’ 

‘‘Give me a sober nation and I will take 
care of the revenue.’’—Gladstone. 

Dost thou love life ? Then do not squander 
time, for that is the stuff life is made of.— 
Franklin, 

True religion is the best culture. The Bible 
expands and enoblee the common under- 
standing.—Dr. Stalker. 


I will tell you what to hate. Hate hypo- 
crisy, hate cant, hate indolence, oppression, 
injustice; hate Fharisaism; hate them as 
Christ hated them—with deep, living, God- 
like hatred.—lF’. W. Robertson. 

Set out in the very morning of your life 
with a determination to look simply for 
what is right and true in all things. .. 
This is the only way to know God’s walle 
You may not find it at once, but you have 
set your face in the true direction to find it. 


What a man finds in the Bible depends 
largely upon what the Bible finds in him. If 
he is thirsty he will find it a cooling foun 
tain; but if he is a hypocrite he will find a 
hornet’s nest. 

The little son of an English clergyman was 
asked by a play-fellow who had been boast- 
ing of his noble ancestors, if he had lords in 
his family. The boy thought a moment, and 
then answered, ‘*As for that, I cannot tell 
you; but my mother says the Lord Jesus 
Christ is our Elder Brother.’’ 


It is a high, solemn, almost awful thought 
for every individual man that his earthly in- 
fluence, which has had a commencement, will 
never, through all ages, were he the very 
meanest of us, have an end! What is done 
is done, has already blended itself with the 
boundless, ever living. ever working Uni- 
verse, and will alse work there, for good or 
for evil, open or secretly, throughout all 
time.—Carlyle. 

A young man, reeking with the odor of to- 
bacco, was accosted by an intimate friend 
with the question, ‘‘What ever set you to 
smoking ?’’? ‘‘Oh, all the fellows do it,’’ was 
the reply. The confession was more pitiable 
than the habit itself. The use of tobacco is 
bad enough, but to be a weak and unreason- 
able follower of ‘‘the fellows’’ is tenfold 
worse.’”’ 


‘‘Quartus was an humble and warm heart- 
ed helper in Paul’s day. The Apostle simply 
describes him as a ‘brother.’ ‘That has im- 
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mortalized him, This one word bespeaks his 
kindliness of spirit and action. He cared not 
for fame nor influence. It was enough for 
him to minister to others. Quiet, faithful 
and unambitious helpers attract by their bro- 
therliness. ‘there is a place for them. Minis- 
ters soon find them out, and come to rely 
upon them, and to speak of them and write 
about them to others. A Church cannot have 
too many of these warm, tender, responsive 
and thoughtful souls.’’—-The Presbyterian. 


A lady of sense and devotion recently 
listened to a sermon preached by a pastor of 
some local fame in a large Western church. 
When asked for her opinion concerning the 
service and the sermon she said: ‘‘I was dis- 
appointed in the preacher. He was flippant 
and used slang. He may have brains and 
literary gifts, but by his flippancy and his 
slang expressions he lowers the standard 
which a minister of the gospel ought to 
maintain. I was neither fed nor edified.”’ A 
man of earnestness will avoid claptrap.— 
Christian Advocate. 

Earth grows the poorer, heaven seems 
more desirable, when our loved ones have 
gone before into the shadowy land. Shad- 
owy, did I say ? Nay ! here is the shadowy, 
there the light that blots out the radiance of 
the sun. Dark with excess of brightness that 
higher world is, because our eyes are so 
weak, our faith so dim. In this ever-chang- 
ing world of phenomena we seem shadows 
pursuing shadows, like the rest. When we 
reach that shore we shall know that truth, 
which is God’s thought, and love, which is 
His life, were the only real things we had 
ever found. Will you not live more for these 
—less for things that perish in the using ? 
—Henry Woods Perris. 


Where is a second book, uninspired by 
Seripture, that has demonstrated its inher- 
ent and unassisted energy to take hold of life 
and lead it out into the likeness of the life of 
God ? Only He who knows man could have 
made man a book. Only He that made all! 
hearts could produce a book that should go 
to the wants of all hearts. ‘I see,’’ wrote 
Hallam, ‘‘that the Bible fits into every fold 
and crevice of the human heart. I am a nan, 
and I believe that this is God’s book because 
it is man’s book.’’—C. H. Parkhurst. 


Fault-finding is not difficult. A dog, hitch- 
ed to a lawn mower, stopped pulling to bark 
at a passer-by. The boy who was) guiding 
the mower said, ‘‘Don’t mind the dog, he is 
just barking for an excuse to rest. It is 
easier to bark than pull this machine.’’ It 
is easier to be critical than coreect, easier to 
bark than work. Easier to burn a house than 
build one. Easier to hinder than help. Easier 
to destroy reputation than construct char- 
acter. Fault finding is as dangerous as it is 
easy. Anybody can grumble, criticise or cen- 
sure, like those Pharisees, but it takes a 
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great soul to go on working faithfully and 
lovingly, and rise superior to it all, as Jesus 
did.—Christian Nation. 


IN THE SAME BOAT. 


A professional gentleman, who was accus- 
tomed to take his morning glass, stepped in- 
to a saloon, and going up to the bar called 
for whisky. A seedy individual stepped up to 
- him and said: 

‘“T say, squire, can’t you ask an unfortun- 
ate fellow to join you ?’’ 

The gentleman was annoyed by the man’s 
familiarity, and roughly told him: 

‘“T am not in the habit of drinking with 
tramps.”’ 

The tramp replied: 

‘*You need not be so cranky and high- 
minded, my friend. I venture to say that I 
am of just as good a family as you are; have 
just as good an education, and before I took 
to drink was just as respectable as you are. 
What is more, I always knew how to act the 
gentleman. Take my word for it, you stick 
to John Barleycorn, and he will bring you to 
just the same place where I am.’’ 

Struck with his words, the gentleman set 
down his glass and turned to look at him. 
His eyes were bloodshot, his face bloated, his 
boots mismated, his clothing filthy. 

‘‘Then was it drinking that made you like 
this 2” 

““Yes, it was, and it will bring you to the 
same if you stick to it.’’ 

Picking up his untouched glass, he poured 
its contents upon the floor and said: ‘‘Then 
it’s time I quit,’’ and left the saloon, never 
to enter it again.—Sel. 


TIME FOR BIBLE-READING. 


A class of persons who profess to love the 
Bible excuse their neglect of it by saying that 
they have no time for Bible-reading. But is 
there any person in this land who cannot 
command the time to read a chapter from the 
Scriptures every day? It may be doubted 
whether there is such a person. There are 
many who cannot do this and at the same 
time do all that they desire to do in other 
directions. But that is not a reason for ne- 
glecting the Bible. Our Bible-reading should 
be one of the first duties of every day. A 
good rule is to read nothing else until we 
have read a portion of the Scriptures. If we 
adopt this rule, and rigidly adhere to it, we 
shall never lack the time to read at least a 
few verses from the Bible. This can be done 
at home, and it can be done abroad; it can 
be done on a journey. The man of the world 
can read his newspapers on the cars; if we 
are as much interested in the Bible as he is 
in the daily news, we shall be able to read a 
chapter on a railroad train. And if it is al- 
ways in mind, we shall find no day too short 
to read a_ lesson from the Scriptures.—Na- 
tional Presbyterian. 
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LADY AND GENTLEMAN. 


A man who would be a gentleman, a wo- 
man who would be a lady, must learn self- 
control; must spend much of their time in 
thinking of and for others; must avoid doing 
many things which would be disagreeable to 
others; must cultivate themselves in many 
ways which will make them agreeable te 
others. 


The study and the cultivation of the science 
of social life, even in its minor details, is not 
unprofitable. It gets rid of the coarser and 
ruder forms of selfishness; it makes us study 
how to make ourselves agreeable to our fel- 
lows; the more it reveals itself the more we 
discover its purpose, and that in reality not 
a single minutia of all the forms of even eti- 
quette itself, which sometimes appears 50 
tedious, but has its basis in a real need or 
purpose, And if our present condition, or 
more imperative requirements do not permit 
of strict attention to them, let us not despise 
or undervalue them on that account, but cul- 
tivate the graces to which they are allied.— 
Sel. 


ON PREACHING. 


“1. Study plainness of language, always 
preferring the simpler word. 2. Shortness of 
sentences. 3. Distinctness of articulation. 4. 
Test and question your own arguments be- 
fore-hand, not waiting for critic or oppon- 
ent. 5. Seek a thorough digestion of, and 
familiarity with, your subject, and rely 
mainly on these to prompt the proper words. 
6. Remember that if you are to sway an au- 
dience you must, besides thinking out your 
matter, watch them all along.’’—Gladstone. 


‘A pulpit gun loaded with nothing but elo- 
quence may make a big noise, but when it 
goes off Satan only winks and smiles; for he 
knows it won’t hurt him or his.’’—Ram’s 
Horn. 


‘“‘The one thing the world needs is redemp- 
tion, the power of the Gospel on the individ- 
ual soul. Dr. Johnson once said in his wise 
way, ‘Nothing odd lasts,’ and I believe that, 
too. Nothing odd lasts, but Christ lasts, and 
men’s sins last, and men’s needs last; and 
we must preach Christ and Him crucified, 
the Saviour of mankind.’’—Alexander Mc- 
Laren, D.D. 


Some sermonizers think if they can have 
flights and carry the people away on the 
wings of imagination and oratory, they are 
stars of the first magnitude in the pulpit; 
but they are only tickling the fancy of their 
auditors, and gratifying the natural man, 
leaving Satan free to put in his deadly work. 
T'here must be more than this. The Cross of 
Christ must be kept to the fore. Nothing 
can compensate for the loss of a full, pun- 
gent and urgent presentation of the Gospel 
scheme of salvation.—Philadelphia Presby- 
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SELF-DENIAL. 


To deny one’s self and take up our cross 
willingly and daily following the Command- 
ments of God and walking in His holy ways 
requires a fixedness of purpose that only 
those who are sustained by divine grace can 
endure. 

The temptations and allurements of the 
world are very enticing and often promise 
personal comfort and pleasure that for the 
time being involves happiness and perhaps 
profit. In some eases fidelity to the dictates 
of eonscience awakens contempt upon the 
part of others and puts the man of God to 
great straits, certainly to much disadvantage 
and loss, but steady to his purpose he pro- 
ceeds on the even tenor of his way, counting 
it, if need be, better to suffer rather than sa- 
crifice his sense of honor or piety.—The 
Philadelphia Methodist. 


TOBACCO HABIT AMONG THE YOUNG. 


Of late years juvenile smoking has been 
spreading like an epidemic in all countries of 
the world, and is attacking both the physi- 
cal and moral health of nations. In. France, 
in Germany, and in this country, efforts have 
been made to check its further inroads. In 
some parts of Germany, as also in portions 
of the United States, laws have been enacted 
prohibiting persons under the age of eighteen 
from smoking, and rendering it a punishable 
offence for any one to give or sell tobacco to 
children. In France numerous societies have 
been formed for the suppression of the vice. 

In no country has this habit increased with 
the young to a greater extent than in Eng- 
land. The advent of the cheap cigarette is 
doubtless chiefly responsible for this condi- 
tion of affairs. To see boys of seven or eight 
years old puffing their cigarettes is quite a 
common occurrence in London, and particu- 
larly is this the case in the East-End. How- 
ever, when a packet containing five cigar- 
ettes can be bought for two cents, the fact 
that smoking has become so general can 
scarcely be wondered at. 

Sir William Harcourt, in his last speech on 
the Budget, referred to the large increase of 
revenue received from tobacco, in these 
words: ‘‘l believe it is mainly due to the 
great increase in the consumption of cigar- 
ettes, which are especially attractive to our 
youthful population.’’? He added: ‘‘l am told 
of one manufacturer who makes two million 
cigarettes a day, who hardly made any a few 
years ago.’?’ 

It has been proposed in Great Britain, as 
a remedy for the evil, that the members of 
the medical profession should make a move 
in the matter, and urge on the managers of 
schools the importance of special teaching 
exposing the harmfulness of juvenile smok- 
ing, and should also make such representa- 
tions in Parliament and the Government as 
might lead to efficient legisletion. It is diffi- 
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cult to see in what manner this vice can be 
checked among children unless by repressive 
measures.—NSel. 


WHAT SUNDAY IS FOR. 
By Rev. Marcus Dodds, D.D. 


‘“‘Sunday, then, is a great opportunity that 
is given us for cultivating elements in our 
character which if not so cultivated do prac- 
tically get stunted in the mechanical rou- 
tine and thoughtless urgency of business. It 
is an opportunity of which every wise man 
will avail himself for enjoying the commun- 
ion of saints, not only to that limited ex- 
tent which is possible to us in church, but 
in that supreme and elevating degree which 
is possible to all who will read the inspiring 
thoughts of those who have lived nearest to 
God in all ages, and in the fellowship of 
whose strivings after knowledge and holiness 
we are ourselves purified and strengthened. 
It is an opportunity given to us for minister- 
ing by personal attention to the sorrowful, 
the wretched, the diseased, the destitute, the 
ignorant—a day which our Lord reminds us 
might be well spent in active benevolence 
and in an attempt to carry some share of our 
manifold comforts and advantages to some 
one or two who need them more. 

“‘One day’s leisure in seven; seven weeks 
in every year, should surely leave behind 
some very visible traces of our willingness to 
be helpful in this world, where there is such 
room for wise and honest helpfulness. To 
spend such a day in formal attendance at 
church, in yawning idleness that has _ not 
energy enough to think that God cannot 
possibly prefer that to honest hard work; to 
spend it in gossiping levity, in a vacant 
weariness that hails dinner as the great 
event and real relish of the day—is a scand- 
al to our common humanity. 

“Do not let these precious hours slip 
through your hand without your’ draining 
them of their possibilities of imparting re- 
newed freshness and strength to your spirit. 
Seclude yourself for some time with God; 
make a duty of seriously considering your 
ways, your habits, your disposition. Let 
your mind rest on the great gospel facts, the 
life, the love, the death, the resurrection of 
Christ. Seek your Lord’s presence and ad- 
dress Him with the words your own 
thoughts of Him suggest, and you will learn 
how re?sonable and fruitful an appointment 
it is that from all your ordinary works you 
should rest every seventh day.’’ 


THE ART OF NOT HEARING. 


The art of not hearing should be learned by 
all. There are so many things which it is 
painful to hear, very many which, if heard, 
will disturb the temper, corrupt simplicity 
and modesty, and detract from contentment 
and happiness. 

If a person falls into a violent passion and 
calls all manner of names, at the first words 
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we should shut our ears and hear no more. 

If in a quiet voyage of life we find our- 
selves caught in one of those domestic whirl- 
winds of scolding, we should shut our ears 
as a sailor would furl his sail, and, making 
all tight, scud before the gale. 

If a hot, restless man begins to inflame our 
feelings, we should consider what mischief 
the fiery sparks might do in our magazine 
below, where our temper is kept, and in- 
stantly close the door. 

If all the petty things said of aman by 
heedless and ill-natured idlers were broughi 
home to him, he would become a mere walk- 
ing pin-cushion stuck full of sharp remarks. 

If we would be happy when among good 
men, we should open our ears; when among 
bad men, shut them. 

It is not worth while to hear what our 
neighbors say about our children, what, our 
rivals say about our business, our dress, or 
our affairs. 


JUST ONE THING. 
By Rev. Theodore L. Cuyler. 


‘‘This one thing I do.’’ Paul was a man of 
one idea; and that idea was large enough to 
have filled the mind of an archangel. He 
lived for one purpose, and to that he conse- 
erated every fibre of his whole nature. The 
‘hold’? of his intellect was abundantly 
stored with a rich cargo of erudition, logie 
and various mental resources, but a single 
high and holy purpose trod the deck, and 
floated its ensign from the mast-head. For 
him to live was Christ; and I’1] warrant that 
the tent maker in his Corinthian work shop 
managed to make himself felt every day as 
much as when he was bombarding heathen 
philosophy at Athens, or the conscience of 
King Agrippa on his throne. 

All the men and women who have made 
their mark in this world and have achieved 
the grandest results have kept their eye on 
a single mark. Pericles knew only one street 
in Athens—that which led to the couneil 
chamber. Sir Isaac Newton attributed all 
his splendid discoveries to his habit of ‘‘in- 
tending his mind on the one thing in hand.”’ 
Luther shook Europe by continually hurling 
the great revealed truth of justification by 
faith against the old ramparts of Romish 
superstition. ‘‘I train my guns on one point 
until I make’ a breach,’’ said Professor 
Joseph Henry to me when I was his pupil at 
Princeton; ‘‘if I scattered my fire, I should 
accomplish nothing.’’ That single-eyed devo- 
tion to physical science gave to America its 
first knowledge of electro-magnetism and to 
Henry his statue in the park of the Smith- 
sonian Institution at Washington. Mary 
Lyon in her rural home among the hills of 
Massachusetts walks the floor at night and 
says, ‘‘American girls must be, must be edu- 
cated; 1711 commit it to the Lord, and He 
will bring it to pass.’’ That sentence not 
only founded Mount Holyoke College, but has 
{nspired hundreds of other teachers with the 


THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD. 


AUGUST 


true meaning of education in the light of wo- 
man’s immortality. More than half the bat- 
tle with Moody is that he aims all his ener- 
gies every day at one target. 

Here lies the secret of spiritual power, and 
of all effective Christianity. And this ex- 
plains the failure of a large portion of the 
nominal Christians in our churches. Alas, 
how many tens of thousands add nothing to 
the cause of Christ, but their name on a 
church-roll ! Their lives are utterly wasted 
by being frittered away into scores of chan- 
nels instead of being condensed into the one 
purpose of serving Jesus Christ wherever they 
are, and of doing their best, be it much or 
little for the welfare of others. It would be 
hard to discover what is the ‘one thing’’ for 
which multitudes of professed Christians live, 
unless it be for making money, or some other 
form of worldly advancement. Their religion 
is too much of a negative character; it keeps 
them from doing disreputable things, it does 
not inspire them to noble, _ self-denying, 
active service of Jesus Christ. 

To ‘‘get on’' in the world is the uppermost 
thought; and if by getting on, no more is 
meant than industry, and honest provision 
for themselves, and those dependent on 
them, it is to a certain degree commendable. 
God’s Word honors industry, frugality, and 
does not veto any innocent intellectual or 
social or domestic enjoyment. But while a 
Christian is striving to get on shall he do 
nothing to get up, and to bring others up in- 
to such a life as Jesus Christ demands ? Shall 
he be content with a bare minimum of grace 
when he might be rich towards God, and en- 
rich others by his example, prayers, and 
soul-winning efforts ? Some of the most ef- 
fective Christians I know are men and wo- 
men of moderate talents and moderate 
means, and no social distinction; they owe 
their whole power to the momentum of their 
practical Christliness. They put their whole 
heart into their religion. 

They not only get on, they get up, and lift 
others up also: Jesus Christ has the first 
place in their hearts, has the control of their 
purses, be they large or small, and has the 
casting vote in every choice they make, and 
every important step they take. They may 
not talk very fluently about ‘‘consecration’”’ 
or narrate any flaming experiences in meet- 
ings ‘‘for the promotion of holiness;’’ but 
their Master knows where to find them. This 
one thing they do; they press towards’ the 
mark of the high calling of God in Christ. 
Jesus. Their humble candle burns with 
just as ciear and just as steady and con- 
stant a light as Paul’s splendid electric burn- 
er that flashes through all the centuries. 

If this dark, suffering world is ever lighted 
up, it will be by the multiplication of my- 
rfads upon myriads of just such humble and 
honest reflectors of Jesus Christ.. The one 
thing this world needs most is—more Christ- 
fans whose one thing is to put Christ where 
all men can see Him, and feel Him and be 
drawn to Him, ' 
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FORM OF BEQUEST. 


“T leave and bequeath the sum of,—[the amount being written in words, not in 


figures|]—to the ....... iaeeonevonerses cs Fund of t 
state whether Eastern or Western secti 
Treasurer for the time being, of the sa 


he Presbyterian Church in Oanada,—(Here 
on)—and I declare that the receipt of the 
UG beeen meee aioeee Fund, shall be a good and 


sufficient discharge to my Estate and Executors.”’ 


Few miscalculations are so badly wrong as 
those which come from a false standard of 
values. The man who cheats another thinks 
that he has the best of a bargain, because 
the character for honesty and truth which 
he sold he valued at less than the few dol- 
lars which he gained. Yet those few dol- 
lars a single day of honest iabor might have 
given him, while that lost innocence, that 
is beyond price, can never again be recover- 
ed. George Herbert gives a startling pic- 
ture of mistaken valuations when he says : 


‘““At thirty pence he did Christ’s death 
devise, 

Who at three hundted did the oint- 
ment prize.’’ 


Let us be eareful that we do not sell fora 
mess of pottage that which is of infinitely 
higher value. Not by false standards of the 
world, but according to their eternal worth, 
let us measure the opportunities and possess 
ourselves of the properties of life.—Ex. 


THE HABIT OF ECONOMY. 


The great merchant, Marshall Field, of 
Chicago, regards economy as one of the most 
essential, and, at the same time, one of the 
most ‘‘wretchedly disregarded’’ of the ele- 
ments of success. 

He says: ‘‘The old adage, ‘Willful waste 
makes woeful want,’ was never more fully 
exemplified than 1m these days, when much 
of the want that prevails would not exist 
had care been taken in times of prosperity to 
lay up something for a ‘a rainy day.’ 

The five, ten or fifteen. cents a day that is 
squandered, while a mere trifle, apparently, 
would in a few years, if saved, amount to 
thousands of dollars, and go far toward es- 
tablishing the foundation of a future career, 
Too few realize that in order to acquire the 
dollars one must take care of the nickels. 
Careful saving and careful spending invari- 


ably promote success. It has been well said 
that ‘it is not what a man earns, but what 
he saves that makes him rich.’ 

““As a rule people do not know how to 
save. I deem it of the highest importance, 
therefore, to impress upon every young man 
the duty of beginning to save from the mo- 
ment he commences to earn, be it ever so 
little. A habit so formed in early life will 
prove of incalculable benefit to him in after 
years, not only in the amount acquired, but, 
through the exercise of economy in small af- 
fairs, he will grow in knowledge and fitness 
for the larger duties that may devolve upon 
him.72 
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THE SECRET OF GLADSTONE’S GREAT- 


NESS. 


In the graphic picture, by Father Endeavor 
Clark, in the C. E. World, of the scene in 
Westminster Abbey, when Gladstone’s body 
lay in state, is the following : 

There in the centre was what all had come 
to see. A plain, absolutely unadorned oak 
coffin. It was even somewhat rude in _ its 
simplicity, for 1t had been made, not by a 
stylish London undertaker, but by the village 
carpenter of Hawarden. It was covered by no 
pall or cloth; the light grain of wood, some- 
what imperfectly polished, was apparent. It 
was solid, massive, sincere, like the one 
whom it contained. 

Not a flower lay upon it, not a wreath or 
Offering of any kind, but a hundred and fifty 
thousand men and women during the long 
hours of that long May day brought their 
silent, invisible tokens of love and respect, 
and they were more fragrant and beautiful 
than any fiowers. Lords and ladies, the ser- 
geant-at-arms, and the Speaker of the House 
of Commons, many members of the lower 
house, and many great men and women were 
there. 

But I was most touched by the reverence 
of the common people for Gladstone, who 
was the statesman of the commoners. One 
mother with her little boy came along, but 
the little fellow could not see the coffin for 
the press. 

‘Here, madam, hold my hat while I lift 
him up,’’ said a good-natured gentleman just 
behind; and, taking the little fellow in his 
arms, he held him high that he might See 
that strange-shaped oaken box. 

‘““‘Now, remember, my lad,’’ he said as he 
put him down; ‘‘remember all your life long 
that you have seen the coffin of the greatest 
man Great Britain ever knew.’’ Was the 
gentleman’s estimate extravagant? I will 
not pretend to say. 

But I would point out to youth on both 
sides of the sea who speak Gladstone’s 
tongue (and it is quite as much of a distinc- 
tion and common bond henceforth to speak 
Gladstone’s tongue as to speak Shakespeare’s) 
that the great ststesman’s supreme greatness 
was a moral greatness. Towering far above 
his intellectual power was his moral might. 

He was not always right, but he always 
meant to be right. He sometimes made _ mis- 
takes. He was not America’s ally in her 
hour of sorest need. Mamy think that his 
Home Rule scheme for Ireland was wild and 
visionary. No, he was not infallible, but of 
him it always could be said with Pope,— 


‘‘Statesman, yet friend of truth ! of soul sin- 
cere, 

In action faithful, yet in honor clear; 

Who broke no promise, served no private 
end; 


Who gained no title and who lost ne 
friend.’’ 

He was first and foremost a religious man. 
He was a man of the Quiet Hour, pre-emin- 
ently, say those who knew him best. He 
lived the life that is hid with Christ in God. 

On excellent authority I have been told 
that when Lord Rosebery, his successor in 
the leadership of the Liberal party of Great 
Britain, called upon him for the last’ time, 
the dying leader said most impressively to 
the younger statesman as the latter left his 
bedside, ‘‘Rosebery, take care of your soul.’’ 

His whole grand life repeats the message 
to every man, young and old. ‘‘Take care of 
your soul; O, take care of your soul.”’ 
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STORED POWER. 


My definition of money is this: Money is 
myself. I am a working man, and on Satur- 
day night I receive twelve dollars, which is 
one week’s worth of my brawn—of myself, 
my energy—put into greenbacks and pocket- 
ed. Or I am a clerk in a store, and at the 
end of the week I get twenty dollars—the 
equivalent of a week of myself. Gr I am a 
merchant, and find that a week’s worth of 
myself is one thousand dollars. 

Money in the pocket is something human, 
for it represents power expended. The electric 
storage battery is a marvel. The button is 
the governor of the stored power, able to 
light a house, move machinery, cure a pain or 
kill a man. Money, too, is stored power, 
stored only to be loosed. The question is, 
How shall it be loosed, to build up or to de- 
stroy ?—Rev. A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


The ‘‘Indian Witness’’ says that it is safe 
to assume that 100,000,000 of the popula- 
tion of India have an average annual income 
of not more than five dollars a head. 


Four Methodist bodies in Victoria and Tas- 
mania have arranged to become one. 


THE MOST NUTRITIOUS 


EPPS’S 


GRATEFUL—COMFORTINC. 


COCOA 


BREAKFAST AND SUPPER. 
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‘Our Advocate’”’ 


Is the name of the paper which is published 
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total abstinence and benefitting the Com- 
pany. It is sent free to all who have suffi- 
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to ask for it. It contains evidenee that is & 
invaluable to thoughtful abstainers who in- 
tend insuring. This Company claims to be 


The Best Company for the Best Risks 
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The fish in the great caves are blind. The 
unused sense has vanished. Human sensibili- 
ties of the finer sort may be lost in the same 
way. If not used and cultivated, they  be- 
come dulled and disappear. The boy who 
never exercises pity or mercy, who delights 
in teasing younger children and in ill-treat- 
ing animals, is likely to become so imbruted 
that in manhoad he will lack altogether the 
humane spirit. Conscience, too, is an eye 
that may be similarly blinded. 
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Malice drinks half of its own poison.— 


Seneca, 


Good will, like a good name, is got by 
many actions, and lost by one.-—Jeffrey. 


Friendship improves happiness, and abates 
misery, by doubling our joy, and dividing 
our grief.— Addison. 


think 
share 


Men of the noblest dispositions 
themselves happiest when _ others 
their happiness with them.—'aylor. 


Good qualities are the substantial riches of 
the mind; but it is good breeding that sets 
them off to advantage.—Locke. 


He that cannot forgive otiers, breaks the 
bridge over which he must pass himself; for 
every man has need to be forgiven.—Herbert. 


Everything hard or painful in a Christian’s 
life is another opportunity for him to get a 
new victory and become a little more of a 
man. 


Energy will do anything that can be done 
in this world, and no <zalents, no circum- 
stances, no opportunities will make a two- 
legged animal a man without it.—Goethe. 


Kind words produce their own image in 
raen’s souls, and a beautiful image it is. 
They soothe and comfort the hearer. They 
shame him out of his unkind feelings. We 
have not yet begun to use them in such 
abundance as they ought to be used.—Pas- 
cal. 

Difficulty, adversity and suffering are not 
all evil, but often the best source of strength 
and virtue. Some men only require a great 
difficulty set in their way to exhibit the force 
of their character, and difficulty, once con- 
quered, becomes one of the greatest incent- 
ives to their progress. It is not prosperity so 
much as adversity, not wealth so much as 
poverty, that stimulates the perseverance of 
strong and heaithy natures.—The Catholic 
Universe. 


‘“‘The ery of the world is for rest. Go down 
deep in the heart of every one, and you will 
find that there is a longing for rest. This is 
why theatres and places of amusement are 
crowded nightly. The desire for rest is the 
secret of the dance halls, the driving on Sun- 
day and all forms of pleasure. It is for 
this rest that men multiply their wealth. 
Millions do not bring rest or satisfaction. 
Many a millionaire would gladly give a mil- 
lion dollars if he could only buy rest, as he 
does his stocks and shares.’? What need then 
of constantly holding up one who said, 
“Come unto Me all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden and I will give you rest ?’? 


‘ —Moody. 
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Ib is the resclute man who counts in life. 
Battles have to be fought, temptations have to be 
overcome, sorrows have to be endured, and com- 
petition has to be encouraged. Under such cir- 
cumstances, the weak and irresolute fail. Only 
he of nerve and force, of decided convictions, of 
will and determination, stands firm under strong 
pressure, and gains the prize set before him. 
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preparation, notice of which will be given later, 
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TORONTO. 
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Toronto, President. ; 
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Rev. Louis H. Jordan, M.A., B.D., St. James Square 
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9 teachers in Academic, 13 in Musical, 4 in Art Depart- 
ment, 7 reside in College. Thorough supervision of 
studies. Modern methods. Completeequipment. Large 
grounds. For circular, apply to the Lady Principal. 


PRESBYTERIAN LADIES’ COLLEGE, 
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(Under the Special Care of the Synod of Montreal and Ottawa.) 
SESSION OPENS SEPTEMBER 14th. 


The Literary Curriculum embracing a carefully grad- 
ed Course of Instruc:ion from Kindergarten up to Uni- 
versity Matriculation, is under the charge of the Lady 
Principal, assisted by a staff of teachers, carefully chosen 
and of high standing. 


ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL. 


The Conservatory of Music is under the charge of Mr. 
Puidicombe, a distinguished pianist and teacher from 
Leipsig. The Course has been made complete. Diplomas 
and Certificates awarded. 


The Art Department, under Miss Curry, a skilful and 
experienced teacher, offers courses in Drawing from Cast, 
Painting in Oi] and Water Colors, Pastel, Miniature and 
China Painting. 


Elocution, Physical Culture and Deportment, Steno- 
graphy and Typewriting, Needlework and Cookery are 
taught by Specialists. 


Nine of the teac’ ers are in residence and will super- 
vise the pupils’ studies. 


Application for prospectus, further information, or for 
admission to the College, may be made to Miss Jessie M, 
McBratney, Principal; or to Rey. Dr. Armstrong, Man- 
aging Director. 
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In viewing afar off the progress of the 
Kingdom in the movements of nations, and 
rejoicing thaneat, let us not forget that the 
results thus oLtained are but a small part of 
the total. The greening of forest and plain 
into life and beauty, is by the growth of 
each blade and leaf; and the coming of better 
days to earth is by the growing goodness 
and beauty of each heart and life. 


The Quebec conference is one of the signs 
of the times, a forerunmer, even amid the 
clang of forging cannon and building battle- 
ships, of the good time coming when the 
only triumphs shall be those of peace. Even 
should nothing come of it,—which is prac- 
tically impossible,—the meeting marks an 
era, and in these as in all else good, failure 
will but stimulate effort, which shall go on 
until it bring in universal peace. 


By self indulgence,. character shrivels; by 
cuty and discipline it grows. Therefore when 
duty is set before us and discipline laid upon 
us it is matter for thankfulness. Not that 
penance is helpful, for it often ministers to 
the most subtle kind of self indulgence, self 
righteous pride. But if duty is bravely faced 
because it is duty, and discipline borne as 
from a loving Father’s hand, the character 
that emerges is purer and stronger on acconnt 
of the way that it has come. 2 


The long evenings are coming again with 
their possibilities of good and evil. By us- 
ing them wisely and well they may be made 
a great source of profit and education as well 
as of enjoyment. By wasting them they 
become useless, yea hurtful in the format*on 
of character. By ‘abusing them they may 
help to lead downwards. To many in youth, 
their evenings have been ruin; to many salva- 
tion. ‘‘What effect shall the evenings of this 
autumn, and the coming winter, have in 
shaping my character.’’ 


The coming winter in our work for the 
Schemes of our Church should yield larger 
results than any heretofore, for there is more 
work to do. In Home, and French, and Aug- 
mentation Work, there is more to be done, 
more fields waiting, more doors opening. 

But especially is this the case in Foreign 
Work. From all our Foreign fields the cry 
for help comes with increasing earnestness. 
The Maritime Syned has a larger work than 
ever before. Each Eastern giver should send 
at least 25 per cent. above last year for For- 
eign Missions, some more. The older fields 
are enlarging and there is, besides, the new 
Korean Mission. The Western section has had 
to close up some work in India, thus taking 
a backward step. Let this year mark ad- 
vance, or some will perish without the Gos- 
rel who should receive it at our hands. 
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Schools and Colleges, with all their mea- 
sureless results to the young of the land, will 
soon be opening ru. the winter. What a fac- 
tor the education of the coming session will 
be. in their lives! But a far greater factor 
in these lives will be the shaping of their 
characters, from teachers and companions, A 
winter’s learning, more or less, may not make 

a very great difference in a life; but a win- 
— ter’s growth of character, in the learning or 
forming of habit, may be the turning point of 
a life. What need for care in the character of 
the teachers and institutions to which our 
children go, and the companionships they 
form ! What need of prayer for schools and 
colleges that they may be centres of pure and 
lofty life and thought; that good cnaracter 
may be their first aim and good scholarship 
their second; that their motto may be, sound 
morals, with a sound mind, in a sound body. 


The Convention season is now pretty well 
past. All kinds of societies and organiza- 
tions; scientific, philanthropic, literary,  reli- 
gious; usually meet once a vear, for the most 
‘part in summer, to review the past, compare 
notes, and plan for the future. These gath- 
erings combine the advantages of a holiday, 
relaxation from work, with interchange of 
ideas, and men and women return from them 
with fresh zeal and often new ideas amd in- 
spiration. All our societies connected with 
religious work and church work, have had 
their annual gatherings of different kinds. 
The time for beginming another year of active 
work has come for many. Let it be better 
than any that have gone before. We have 
_added experience and knowledge, we are 
building upon the work of the past and 
Should do better than in former years. We 
realize more fully our weakness, our mis- 
Seeking find. Our years, too, are passing. 
help, anid should seek it more earnestly, and 
seeking find. Our years, too, are blessing. 
One fewer remains in which to make up the 
sum total of our life work, before it is called 
in for review. 


It is a striking fact, one to be thankful 
for, that all the world wide organizations are 
Christian, not only having their origin and 
centre in Christian nations and controlled by 


THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD. 


SEPTEMBER 


Christian people; but they are for definitely 
Christian work. Other organizations; scienti- 
fic, literary, etc., may embrace some of the 
nations that are nearer of kin, but only the 
Christian organizations are world wide. 
Christian love surmounts all barriers of race 
or color or tongue. This summer has seen a 
World’s S. S. Convention London; «a 
World’s C. E. Convention at Nashville, Ten- 
nessee; and a World’s Y. M. C. A. Convention 
at Basle, Switzerland. Last year a World’s 
Ww. c. T. U. Convention met in Toronto. 
Some of the Churches too have their World- 
wide organizations. Next year the World’s 
Presbyterian Alliance, made up of representa- 
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tives from nearly every country under the 
sun, will meet in Washingtion. 
Then there are other societies such as the 


British and Foreign Bible Society and many 
of the Missionary Societies, controlled in 
some Christian land, that have the world as 
their field. 

Earth has been girdled with steel and 
steam, but these are weak world bonds. They 
stand but little strain. Nations bound to- 
gether only by these, are easily sundered. 
But earth is being fast girdled by a mightier 
power, Christian love, which, reaching 
around it long and loving arms, and passing 
around it bamd after band of Christian or 
ganization, seeks to uplift it heavenward. 
Nations bound by these bands are not easily 
sunidered, Selfishness and ambition may strive 
to separate them, but with ever lessening 
success, until the kingdoms of this world 
shall be one in Christ. These World-wide 
Christian organizations are streaks of the 
Millennial dawn. 


THREE WRONGS RIGHTING, 


There is one event of recent history which 
gives promise of the bettering of three of the 
great world ills, that sorely needied cure : 

(1) The millions in Cuba, Porto Rico, and 
the Phil’'ppines, were under tyranny from 
Church and State. Other nations could not, 
except by war, interfere to give them civil 
liberty; and none were allowed to enter and 
teach religious liberty. Rome held them in 
bondage and ignorance. 

(2) The United States, a great, enlightened, 
people, were centred too much in self, and 
failed to take their due part in righting world 
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wrongs. Their home attitude was—America 
for the Americans; their Foreign attitude— 
Am I my brother’s keeper ? 

(3) Their attitude towards Britain was 
often not good. A latent dislike, often be- 
coming patent, seemed deep and wide spread 
toward the mother country, while the Jatter 
patiently and kindly waited untila better 
day should dawn. 

That one event should have done so much 
towards righting these three great wrongs, 
no human wisdom could have foreseen, but 
the work is far toward accomplishment. The 
war, brief and decisive, has: 

(1) Set these peoples free from Spanish mis- 
rule, and at the same time given religious li- 
berty; and already Missionary and Bible So- 
cieties are preparing to enter these opened 
doors. ; 

(2) The United States has awakened from 
its attitude of contented self complacency, 
and is| preparing to take its part as a world 
power, beginning at once to build a great and 
costly navy. This may not seem a true for- 
ward step, but in the present state of the 
world it is necessary, for only by being able 
at once to enforce tneir will can the best na- 
tions keep the worst in place. 


(83) Mother and daughter, the world’s two - 


foremost nations, in every respect, have by 
this war been drawn more closely together 
in sympathy than perhaps ever before, and 
at a time when their union is so much needed 
to keep the grasping selfishness of some of the 
great world powers in check. 

In the workings of Divine Providence in the 
affairs of men, no seer is needed to interpret 
the last four mouths of human history; and 
the same Providence, all wise, all mighty, 
will in His own good time and way bring 
about that ideal world so long foretold, and 
steadily and surely coming. 4 

But while we recognize tne sword as God’s 
instrument to effect, in His own way, His 
own wise purposes, let us not forget) that our 
weapon is the Sword of the Spirit. God alone 
can be entrusted to use the sword of men 
wisely and well. Men cam only with safety 
use the Sword of God. And while we thank 
Him for the results of war, let us give thanks 
for the return of peace, and pray that His 
judgments in war may not again be needful 
in the world’s deliverance from sin and 
wrong. 


TIE PRHSOBY.LERIAN 


RECORD. 927 


29 SEPTEMBER, 1898. 


A notable day in Canadian history. May 
we not, without presumption, say—a notable 
day in world history. Provinces and States 
have had Prohibition, but it is the first time 
that a nation of the extent and _ position of 
Canada, has brought to vote the banishment 
of the drink traffic. 

It is a proud position for any nation to oc- 
cupy, to be the first to consider, in this man- 
ner, this great reform. Still prouder will it 
be, if on the 29th September, Canada decides 
to place the liquor traffic in the list of evils 
which she prohibits; if on that day the—So- 
vereign People—-decide that they will be no 
longer sharers in the guilt and gain of a traf- 
fic which ruins so many of their young men, 
brings poverty and misery to so many of 
their homes, and is so fruitful a cause of 
crime, 


A Strange Fact. 


Is it not, that up to this time, with all the 
reforms of the years and ages past, with all 
the evils that, one after another, have been 
prohibited, no nation, even the most ad- 
vanced, has ever heretofore asked itself the 
question, whether it would prohibit the trade 
in that which is almost universally admitted 
to be one of the greatest evils of the world, 
and tbe cause of more poverty, misery, amd 
crime, in the world than any other thing. 


A Stranger Fact. 


Is it not, that when the attention of a na- 
tion is called to this evil, and she asks her- 
self whether she will longer have a share in 
the traffic, give it protection, makeit law- 
ful, that there should b2 any opposed to do- 
ing so; any who should oppose the diriving 
out of this common fice; and vote and work 
to have it encouraged and given a home and 
shelter under the law of the land ? 


Who Will Oppose ? 


(1) The liquor sellers, saloon keepers, keep- 
ers of gambling inouses, brothels, and _ all 
such places where strong drink is sold as a 
helper in the business of hurrying men down 
to ruin. All these will with one voice oppose 
Prohibition. They make gain by the traffic. 
They think of the gain, not the harm. They 
do not want Prohibition. They will vote 
against it. 
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(2) Most of those who patronize liquor 
shops, saloons, gambling houses, brothels, 
etc., will oppose Prohibition. A few, who 
are dragged there by their appetites, or by 
companions, would like the traffic abolished, 
but most of them will vote against Proni- 
bition. 

(3) Some who neither keep, nor haunt sa- 
loons, or other places where strong drink is 
sold, but who like to have it in their homes, 
and to take a glass occasionally, will vote 
against Prohibition. Very few of them will 
vote for it. 

(4) Some who rarely take strong drink, 
but would like to be able to get it if they 
should want to do so, will vote against Pro- 
hibition. 

(5) Some—very, very few—friends of Total 
Abstinence will vote against Prohibition, for 
various reasons;—‘‘that it is not the best 
way of stopping the _ traffic;’’-—that ‘‘the 
country is not ripe for it;?’——that ‘“‘it initer- 
feres with individual  liberty;’’—that;— 
that;—— 


Who Will Vote for Prohibition, 


(1) Most of the ministers of religion will 
vote for it; especially the Protestant minis= 
ters. Their lives are given to trying to up- 
lift their fellow men. They know, many of 
them by bitter experience, that there is no 
one thing which does so much to hinder their 
work, to ruin and degrade men, as_ strong 
drink, 

(2) Along with these, almost unanimously, 
will be the great army of Christian workers 
of all kinds: S. S. teachers, missionaries, 
tract distributors, Y. M. C. A. workers, C 
E. workers; in short, almost all, who, with 
love to their fellow men are trying to do 
them good in any way, will with one mind 
and heart vote for Prohibition. 


The Contrast. 


On the one hand, with a very few excep- 
tions, the great host who are trying to up- 
lift their fellow men, to make them better in 
every way, will be in favor of Prohibition, 
for they know it would help them. On _ the 
other hand, even more unanimously, will be 
the large class who live by doing harm to 
others, dragging them down. They do not 
injure from a desire to injure, but their busi- 
ness injures men and they will try to keep 
it up. 
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Look Again. 


‘Against Prohibition will be, almost with- 
who are sinking to a 
lower level, and all who are, by their life 
work, sinking others to a lower level. For 
Prohibition will be most of those who are 
trying to lift men to a higher, better level. 


out exception, all 


A Question. 


Will the great body of Canada’s voters 
think carefully of the above contrast, and the 
character of the two Classes tio one or other of 
which they must ally themselves and which 
they must support. Even though you may 
have some questionings as to the best me- 
thod of stopping the drink injury; though 
Prohibition may not be your ideal, is it not 
better then its opposite? Would you not 
rather ‘ally yourselves with those whose life 
aim and work is to upbuild, tham with 
those whose life work only destroys. Here ig 
a conflict. The lines are sharply drawn. You 
cannot be neutral. Look at the two compan- 
ies. With which will you ally yourself? In 
favor of which will ycu give your influence 
and vote ? 


Responsible for the Evil. 


The man who on September 29th votes 
against Prohibition, saying he does’ not want 
it, is responsible—in ~his measure—for the 
evils that the liquor traffic will bring, if li- 
quor should win. Further, the voter who 
stays at home, does not vote, is responsible 
in his measure for the evil that men, women 
and children, and homes, will suffer if liquor 
prevail. Voters cemnot get rid of their re 
sponsibility. The ballot is a trust. The voter 
is asked if he wishes to have an evil driven 
out. If he does not answer by his vote, he is 
responsible for the harm that the evil does if 
it stays in. No voter can stay at home and 
be free from responsibility. 


“The Country Not Ripe For It ?” 


It is ripe so far as need is concerned, and 
ready so far aS a great many of the people 
are concerned, and some of the people will 
never be ready for it. So the simple ques- 
tion, in a country where government is by 
the people, is—‘‘do the people want it ?’’ The 
vote on 29 September, is to give them the 
opportunity of saying whether they are ready 
Regie be 


3898 


“It Would Not be Carried Out.’’ 


It is the part of our legislators to make 
it workable so that it will be carried out, 
and if they do not, put in other legislat- 
ors who will do so. Tha simple question 
that the Canadian voter is asked to answer 
on the 29th of September, is, ‘‘Do you want 
the liquor traffic prohibited by law ?’’ 


‘“‘How Will Revenue be Raised ?’’ 


That is not our question, It is for those to 
settle who manage our public affairs. We 
have placed them there because we think 
them competent to manage these affairs. They 
are asking us if we want Prohibition. If we 
say ‘‘yes,’? it is their work to adjust the re- 
venue. One fact is plain, that a sober peo- 
ple will raise a revenue more easily than if 
not sober. Gladstone, one of the greatest of 
statesmen, said ‘‘Give me a sober natiom and 
I will take care of the revenue.’’ 
‘‘Prohibition With 


Inttierferes Individual 


Liberty.”” 


Certainly it does; so do all laws. The whole 
gtatute-book is simply a collection of inter- 
ferences with personal liberty, prohibiting 
men and women from doing things that are 
considered hurtful to the whole. AJ] ongan- 
ized Society is based upon Prohibition. 

In savage life every man does as he pleases 
in so far as he cam. The first beginnings of 
civilization are when a number agree to 
band together upon certain conditions, laying 
down laws, naming things that men must 
not do because they are injurious to others, 
As civilization advances, these prohibitions 
increase AS soon aS anything is felt to be 
injurious to a community it is prohibited. In 
cities people are prohibited building wooden 
houses, building beyond a certain height, etc.; 
The law even enters their back yard and pro- 
hibits filth. Prohibition in all cases inter- 
feres with personal liberty, for the general 
good, and prohibiting the liquor traffic is not 
introducing a new principle, but simply add- 
ing one more evil to the iong list of prohi- 
bited things upon the Statute Book. 


“The Government Has Not Said Whar it Will 
do.’’ 


The Government has done its part. lt asks 
the people a simple, direct, question. ‘‘Do you 
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want Prohibition.’’ Our part is to answer 
that question, as simply and directly as it 
has been asked. If we do mot wishit, the 
Government will have nothing more to do in 
the matter. If we wish it, then will be the 
time for the Government to set itself to work 
to carry out our will, and to find the best 
means of doing so, 


A Cation. 


Do not stay at home on the plea that there 
is no need for your vote, that Prohibition 
will surely carry. That will be one means of 
defeating it. 

Besides, the answer ‘shotiid be as emphatic 
and decisive as possible, so that the Govern- 
ment may realize that there is no uncertain 
sound as tio the wish of the people. Every 
possible vote should be polled. 


Leave out Politics. 


Advocates of the liquor interest will cer- 
tainly try to drag in political interests. Let 
not this question be entanglea in any way 
with party politics. Let these in the mean- 
time be merged in the commom good of the 
country. There is no political question, mixed 
up with this vote. Men on both sides are in 
favor of Prohibition, and on _ both sides 
against it. When the next General Election 
comes around be as loyal to party as judg- 
ment and conscience dictate, but now, ans- 
wer simply and truly the one question Do 
you wish the liquor traffic prohibited in Can- 
ada. 


SELF-FORGETFULNESS. 


Jesus seemed never to think of Himself, 
while we seem seldom to think of anybody 
else. If He was tired and sought rest for 
body and brain, He quickly forgot it all if 
some one met Him who needed His help. 

What a diffenent institution the Church 
would be if every member lived a life of self- 
forgetfulness ! What a society this would be 
if each member imitated the Divine Model 
in this respect ! How quickly would the 
world be brought to Christ if all who bear 
His name would demy self for the sake of 
the perishing millions who never will be 
saved until the love of souls takes the place 
of the love of ease and pleasure which now 
so largely control us all.—The Presbyterian 
Journal. 


THE 


Church Motes and Wotices. 


230 


CALLS. 


From St. Andrew’s Church, Orangeville, to 
Mr. R. W. Dickey, of Seaforth. 


INDUCTIONS. 


At Mooretown, Mr. Wm. 
Bell. 


At Hepworth, 12 July, Mr. A. Thompson. 


Ont...266) uly, 


At Gretna, Ont., 29th July, Mr. T. H. 
Medd. 

At Dunbar, Ont., 9 Aug., Mr. H. Carmich- 
ael. 

At Cape North, C.B.; 2 Aug., Mr. Lachlin 


Beaton, ordained and inducted. 
At Round Lake, by the Presbytery of Re 


gina, 20 July, Mr. W. H. Farrer, ordained 
to Abernethy Mission Field. 
At Cumberland, 16 Aug., Mr. ©. D. Me- 


Intyre. 


3 


RESIGNATIONS. 


Of Park St. Church, Halifax, after a past- 
orate of nearly thirty years, Mr. Allan Simp- 
son. 

Of Alva, Onit., Mr. T. A. Wallace. 

Of Earlswood, N.W.T., Mr. MeMullan. 

Of Sharbot Lake, Mr. G. W. Dyde, from ill- 
health. 


OBITUARIES. 


Rev. James Cowie Smith, D.D., pastor of 
St. Andrew’s Church, Guelph, died at his 
home in Guelph, 27 July, aged 63 years. He 
was born in Aberdeen, Scotland, 17 January, 
1835. He received his early education in 
Scotland, and coming to Canada _ entered 
Queen’s College, from which he graduated in 
1861. After three years in Home Mission 
work, he accepted a call in 1864 to Belle 
ville, and four years later to St. Paul’s Ch., 
Hamilton, where ‘ne labored five years. Called 
to St. Andrew’s Church, Guelph, in 1877, he 
has labored there for the last twenty-one 
years, until the call home. 


Rev. William Scott was born in Carrick 
Neveigh, Ireland, in the year 1825, and was 
educated for the ministry in the Presbyterian 
College, Belfast, Ireland. Coming to Camada 
he was ordained and inducted by the Pres- 
bytery of Montreal, at St. Eustache, in 1853 
He aiterwards labored at St. Sylvester, Que., 
and New Carlisle, N.B. Over twenty years 
ago he removed to P. E. I., where he labor- 
ed at St. Peter’s Road and Bedeque. In 1888 
he retired from the aetive work of the minis- 
try, and has since resided im Charlottetown 
until his call home. 
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PRESBYTERY MEETINGS. 
Synod of the Maritime Provinces. 


1. Sydney, Mira, 6 Sep., 10 a.m. 

2. Inverness, Whyco., 27 Sep. 

8.° PLE. 1.) *Artberton,“ 1 Sep.,73 7 p.ms 

4, Pictou, New Glasgow, 6 Sep., 1.30 p.m. 
5. Wallace, Hx. At Synoa. 

6. Truro, Lruro, 20 Sep... 1 ee me 

7. Halifax, Hx.; Chal. Hall; 13.Sep: 

8. Lun. Yar., Lahave, 6 Sep., 10.30 a.m. 

9. St. John. 
10. Miramichi, Newcastle, 27 Sep., 10 a.m. 


Synod of Montreal and Ottawa. 


+4. Quebec, Three Rv., St. And., 13 Sep. 
12. Montreal, Mon, Knox, 27 Sep., 10 a.m. 
13. Glengarry, Lancaster, 13 Sep., 7.30 p.m. 
14. Otitawa, Ot., Bank St., 20 Sep., 10 a.m. 
Lanark, etc., Carl’n Pl., 18 Sep., 10.30. 
16. Brockville, Winchester, 138 Sep., 10 a.m 


Synod of Toronto and Kingston. 


Kingston, Deseronto, 20 Sep., 11 a.m. 
18. Peterboro, Port Hope, 20 Sep., 2 p.m. 
19. Whitby, Oshawa, 18 Oct., 10 a.m. 

20. Lindsay, Cambray, 13 Sep., 11 a.m. 
Toronto, Tor., Knox, 1 Tu. ev. mo. 

22. Orangeville, Orangeville, 13 Sep., 10.30. 
Barrie, Barrie, 27 Sep., 10.30 a.m. 

24. North Bay, N. B., Emsdale, 20 Sep. 
Algoma, Tarbutt, 14 Sep., 7.80 p.m. 
26. Owen 'S., O.S., Div. Hall, Sep. 20. 

27. Saugeen, Clifford, Kx., 13 Sep., 10 a.m. 
28. Guelph, Guelph, Kx., 20 Sep., 10.30 a.m. 


Synod of Hamilton and London. 


Hamiltion, St. Cath., 20 Sep., 10.380 a.m. 
Paris, Woodstock, Kx., 13 Sep., 11 a.m. 
London, Lon., 1st, 18 Sep., 10.30 a.m. 
32. Chatham, Chat., St. A., 13 Sep., 10 a.m. 
33. Stratford, Stratford, Kx., 138 Sep., 10.30 
384. Huron, Clinton, 13 Sep., 10.30 a.m. 

35. Maitland, Wingham, 20 Sep., 10 a.m. 
86. Bruce, Post Elgin, 18 Sep., 3 p.m. 
Sarnia, Strathroy, 20 Sep., 10 a.m. 


Synod of Manitoba and the North-West. 


38. Superior, Rat Portage, 6 Sep , 10 a.m. 
39. Winm., Man., Col., 2 Tu. Sep., bi-mo. 
40. Rock Lake, Manitou, 2d wk. Sep. 
41, Glenboro. 

42, Portage, P. la Pra., Sep. 5, 7.380 p.m: 
Brandon. 

44, Minnediosa. 

45. Melita, Melita, 1st wk. in Sep. 

46. Regina, Regina, 21 Sep., 9.80 a.m. 


Synod of British Columbia. 


47. Calgary, Medicine Hat, 6 Sep., 2.30 p.m. 
48. Edmonton, 8S. Ed., 6 Sep., 10 a.m. 

49, Kamloops, Nelson, 7 Sep., 10 a.m. 

50. Westminster, Chilliwack, 6 Sep., 8 p.m. 
o1, Victor*a;*Vic., St. Cols) GoSep. =10" ame 
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Our home Work. 


m 


Our Church Organizations and Missionary 
Societies have not done much work the last 
three months. Let us remember that the ex- 
penditure of Church Funds in Home and For- 
eign Missions, and French Work, and Aug- 
mentation, and other Schemes, has been go- 
ing steadily on. 


Scottish Gaelic Busaries open to Canadian 
students. A Bursary in Arts and another in 
Divinity, tenable during the Three Years’ 
Course (amount of each about £100 per an- 
num); will be awarded at beginning of Ses- 
sion 1898-99, aiter competition open to Can- 
adian Gaelic-speaking Students purposing to 
enter the ministry of the Church of Scotland 
For particulars apply to 

REV. P. N. MACKICHAN, 
Inveraray, Scotland. 


Skaguay, where our first Yukon missionary, 
Dickey, built his first church, is in the Unilted 
States territory of Alaska. Dawson City, 
where the Presbyterian Church U. S. A. be- 
gan work some weeks earlier, is in Canada. 
An arrangement has been made by which our 
missiomaries take Dawson City and the 
Klondike, and the Presbyterian Church U.S. 
A. takes Skaguay. 


A striking illustration of the far reaching 
results of our French work is seen in the fol- 
lowing by Rev. E. F. Seylaz, our French 
missionary in Ottawa : 

‘“‘Let me gtive a few examples which came 
under my personal motice during my travels 
in the United States; of so-called Americans 
with American names whom I knew to be 
French converts from Canada. Indeed, I 
know many in Canada and some in this city 
for that matter, who are fast losing their 
French nationality. 

There are the St. Pierre, now called Mr. 
Peters; Lariviere, now Mr. Rivers; Lemieux, 
now Mr. Betters; Leblanc, now Mr. White; 
Lebrun, now Mr. Brown; Laverdure, now 
Mr. Green; Beauchamp, now Mr. Beaufield; 
Blauchard, now Mr. Blanchard; Richard, 
now Mr. Richards; Hamon, now Mr. Ham- 
mond; Reymon, now Mr. Raymond; Racine, 
now Mr. Root; Derainville, now Mr. Rain- 
ville; Roy, now Mr. King, and many others 
too numerous to mention, among whom we 
can class Jean Baptiste Boileau, sounding his 
name J, B. Drinkwater, and J. Baptiste Fru- 
deau signing his name J. B. Waterhole. 

All this is not imagination; it is bare fact 
and is very fine for Americans and their 
Churches which are thus strengthened, but it 
is a source of discouragement to us, being a 
dead loss to our French congregations im Can- 
ada. 
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Still, after all, as the mission’s chief aim 
is to give the light of the Gospel to the peo- 
ple, our aim is attained as these so-called 
Americans were brought to the light by the 
instrumentality of the Missioni.’’ 

It is a familiar fact that many French 
Canadians, when they turn to Protestantism, 
have to go to the United States to get work, 
as doors are often shut against them in their 
own country; but that they gradually merge 
into English and lose their name and na- 
tionality is not so generally known. 

This is the counterpart of what has hap- 
pened in many cases along the Lower St. 
Lawrence whose settlements of Scotch Pro- 
testants have become French Roman Catholic. 


AUGMENTATION (WEST). 


1. Presbyteries will please remember the 
annual visitation of aid-receiving congrega- 
tions, to b? made before October, the faith- 
ful carrying out of which will no doubt ac- 
complish much, and much needed, saving this 
prosperous year. The idea of having a de- 
legate from the Committee, accompanying 
each Presbyterial delegation, has had to be 
postponed. 

2. Y. P. Societies are requested to arrange 
for an Augmentation night in October. A 
bright discussion on the basis of Principal 
King’s paper in this issue, followed by a 
hearty contribution, will make an admirable 
programme. 

Sabbath Schools are also appealed to in 
this regard, and Superintendents will find in 
the Principal’s paper much which will inter- 
est the scholars in the working of this scheme 

Remember that Y. P. and S. 8. contribu- 
tions go to the Young Folk’s Augmentation 
Fund, which last year amounted to $922.74, 
and was devoted to fostering new congrega- 
tions in the mining regions of British Colum- 
bia, under the care of the Kamioops Pres- 
bytery. That Presbytery reports that ‘‘the re 
cent introduction of the Augmentation 
Scheme has given a wonderful impetus to 
church work in those cangregations where 
they have been enabled, by the help of the 
Fund, to call a minister of their own, and 
have him regularly settled amongst them.”’ 

This is most encouraging and now the Com- 
mittee ask both S. Schools and Y. P. Socie- 
ties still more heartily to help on this good 
work. 

A cent yearly at leasit from each scholar, 
and five cents at least from each atitendant at 
Y. P. meetings. Such is our modest asking. If 
we asked more it might hurt some _ other 
scheme, But if all will give us what wei ask, 
then the Young Folk’s Fund will provide for 
at least ten new congregations in British 
Columbia. What a grand and blessed work 
that would be ! 

Please attend to this appeal in Octobor or 
a3 soon after as may. be convenient. 

R. CAMPBELL. 

Renfrew, Aug. 10th, 1898. 
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REY. J. PRINGLE, A PEN PICTURE. 


One of the finest pen pictures that we have 
seen. for some time is the following 
sketch by Faith Fenton, the lady correspond- 
ent of the Voronto ‘‘Globe,’’ in a letter iram 
the Yukon. It is all the more interesting tc 
‘‘Record’’ readers as it concerns one of our 
four Yukon missionaries. 


Telegraph Creek, June 28, 1898. 
* * * 


One of the elements of strength in our 
midst, and of pleasure also, is the presence 
of the Rev. Mr. Pringle, one of the mission- 
aries sent out by the Presbyterian Church 
for work in the Klondike. He is ome of sev- 
eral, we understand. If the others are like 
him that church is to be congratulated. 

We speak of bim as ‘‘in our midst.” He 
is at present stationed at Glenora, twelve 
miles and a rough up-hill trail away. But 
that is ‘tin the midst’? to this splendid, 
springy man, who may come swinging up 
the road amy day and hour to take tea or 
dinner, or a shake-down in camp, have a 
chat, and then go off again on tthe return 
trail, perhaps in time for an evening service, 
or twenty miles up ‘to see a sick man. 

He is never weary of step or untimely 
in speech. He is fearless, outspoken, honest, 
instant in sympathy, cordial in manner, yet 
bearing with nim always the dignity of his 
profession. Mr. Pringle is one of those rare 
men, who, while mixing with all classes of 
people and giving them unconstrained com- 
panionship, yet never permits the flag of 
Christian manhood tio be lowered. 

He came up over the Stikine River ice in 
March. He has lived since then in a wee six 
feat by eight tent in Glenora. But he is 
known the district around. He is comfidant 
and friend tio all. The miners like him, even 
when be rebukes, as he does not hesitate to 
do. The Yukon force like him, from _ tthe 
Colonel down to the youngest private. The 


nurses) watch for him as they sit beside 
their patients far up the trail. His tall, 
slender, muscular figure is greeted with a 


shout of welcome as he comes swinging up 
the hills, his satchel slung over his should- 
er, filled with last week’s commissions. 

It is a burdened and bursting satchel when 
he leaves, for all the ‘‘boys’ ’’ letiters are in 


it for home, sweethearts, and wives. They 
seem to have faith that their missives will 
speed more rapidly across the continent 


when started from this well-liked preacher’s 
hands. 
It was worth wonile getting that snapshot 


on Sunday afternoon, when he sat ona log. 


in the tree shadows, while our boys in ttwos 
and threes brought him their letters and 
commissions. And he took the bursting sat- 
chel with its two hundred letters as  cheer- 
ily as if it had been a feather-weight, with 
never a suggestion of that twelve-mile trail 
and the evening service that was to follow. 
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To-morrow he will swing past us with a 
merry greeting, on his thirty-mile tramp to 
see a sick private. All honor to such a 
man ! 


DR. ROBERTSON /S a rW OE ACT Sa. 


“Two outstanding facts,’? says, Rev. Dr. 
Robertson, ‘‘fifty Missions in Manitoba and 
the North-West will be without supply by 
the end of September, when the students re 
turn tio College; and, double that number oi 
men in the East, in older Canada, without 
any appoinotments.’’ 

Dr. Robertson makes this the basis of a 
strong appeal. 

‘‘The need of continuous supply is evident 
Left vacant, missions lose in numbers, finan- 
cial strength, anid spiritual tone; their deve- 
lopment is arrested, and a longer time and 
more money are needed to ripen them into 
congregations. Vacant missions present a 
temptation to the proselytizer and the pro- 
pagator of sitrange doctrines too strong to 
be resisted. In many parts of Ontario sil- 
ent winters have left missions, that to-day 


might be congregations, weaker than they 
were ten years ago. 
Will not some of the young licentiates, 


without families, go west to man these new 
and promising missions ? In Ontario there 
are said to be fifty vacancies and 140 minis- 
ters and licentiates—ninety men in excess 
of the need. Will not some of these for 
whom there is no room in the Bast go _ tio 
the Wesit to occupy the vacant fields ? 

Brethren, you have studied that you might 
preach the Gospel, why not go where there 
is an opportunity, where men and women 
and children need you, where missions and 
settlements must suffer unless the Gospel is 
preached ? What would your Lord do? 
What would He have you do in the circum- 
stances of our Church ? I feel certain He 
would not have you go competing with two 
or three score other licentiates for choice va- 
cancies in Ontario, while wide fields in the 
West were lying untilled. Violuniteers may 
address Rev. Dr. Robertson, Winnipeg, Mani- 
toba.”’ 


Few Conveners of Commititees have labored 
more faithfully, in a work entrusted to them 
by the General Assembly, than has Rev. Dr. 
Laing, during the last few years, for ‘‘Uni- 
formity of Worship.’’ A burnt child dreads 
the fire, and many of the Reformed Churches, 
among them the Presbyterian, dislike the 
thought of anything that may savor, in the 
slightest degree, of ritual, and the very con- 
servative efforts of Dr. Laing and his co 
workers, to provide something that may be 
helpful as an aid and guide in public wor 
ship to remote and frontier tields, has been 
up-hill work. At last Assembly he felt hhim- 
self compelled by ill health to resign tthe 
convenorship, and Prof. Ross, D.D., of Mon- 
treal, was appointed in his stead. 
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Our foreign Missions. 


A private letter from Dr. Leslie, written 
from Honan toward tha end of June, says : 
“The patients are beginning to increase after 
the wheat harvest. We have had four rain 
storms in eight days, and have been wonder- 
ing if the nainy season was coming thus early; 
but the last few days have been dry, so_ it 
will probably be delayed till next month, The 
air has been deligntfully cool amd has been a 
great relief compared to some of the diays we 
were having.’’ 

“Yesterday was Rev. Murdoch Mackenzie’s 
fortieth birthday. He is about thirty years 
younger than the Chinese usually take him 
for, as his grey beard puzzles them greatly.” 


On swimming in China Dr. Leslie writes : 
‘The river is a mile away and I have only 
heard cf two trying the swim, and they only 
tried it once, the water is too thick for swim- 
ming, and makes better walking.”’ 


BICYCLING IN CHINA. 
By one of our Missionaries. 

The bike is not an every day sight in 
North Honan, and may lead one to odd_ ex- 
periences, especially the second time he goes 
over a route. 

The writer recently decided to 
Chang Te Fu to Ch’u Wang. So, collecting 
all his little stock Of patience and suavitly, 
with the hope of keeping his temper the 
whole road, he set: off at daybreak; resolving 
to make the distance in less time than mor- 
tal had ever done before. A year without rid- 
ing is poor preparation for keeping to bar- 
row tracks, but some of the forced dismounts 
corresponded in time to the demands of the 
people to see. 

The first ten li (three li make a mile), no 
hay forks were run between the spokes, and 
only one barrow run into the way, while a 
request for the ‘‘loan of their light’’ usually 


ride from 


removed those who had decided to block the, 


way with their bodies. 

The rext forty li brought two case3 ofa 
rope stretched to stop the ‘‘devil on his self- 
going cart.’’ 

A pleasant stop at a town vividly recalled 
the last trip there when a pot of hot tea was 
upset in his lap by the crush to see the wheel, 
and then a dump in a mud hole given by a 
window shutter put across the road. 

The most exciting time was when by too 
forcible repulsion of an effort to smatch the 
handle bars the rider was thrown and one 
man made several attempts to snatch him, 
while calling on the whole crowd to close in 


and stop the uncanny beast, which they 
did. 
The interest for the wheelman increased 


when aiter vain efforts to keep the back tire 
full, it collapsed and gave the rider the plea- 
sure of a twenty li walk, with excuses to 
everyone he met for refusing to mount at 
their request. 
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THE WAY MADE PLAIN. 


In seven sayings of the Saviour, from the 
Gospel according to John: 


The following Bible Reading is by Rev. J. 
Thompson, M.D., our missionary to the Chin- 
ese in Montreal and Eastern Canada. It is of- 
fered for use in our many Chinese Sabbath 
Schools, as easily illustrated, and with ap- 
propriate hymn selections, by the blessing of 
the Holy Spirit, fitted to reveal to these 
learners the Way of Life. 

I. ‘‘I am the Door,’’ by me if any man en- 
ter in he shall be saved. John 10: 9, 

Il. ‘‘l am the Way.’? no man cometh unto 
the Father but by me. John 14: 6. 

III. ‘I am the Bread of Life,’’ 
cometh to me shall never hunger. 
30. 

IV. fe am 
that followeth me shall not walk in 
ness. John 8 12. 

V. ‘I am the Good Shepherd,:’ the good 
shepherd giveth his life for the sheep ’’ Jonn 
LOteLL, 

VI. ‘“‘I am the Son of God,” if I do not the 
works of my Father, believe me not. John 
10: 36. 

With the disciples declaration of faith, ‘‘And 
we have seen and dio testify that the Father 
sent the Son to be the Saviour of the World.”’ 
1 Johu 4: 14. 

Vil. ‘‘Amd I, if I be lifted up will draw all 
men upto me.”? John 12: 82, 

With the believer’s testimony: 

“Now we believe and know that this is in- 
deed the Chirst the Saviour of the Horld.’’ 
John 4: 42. 

The Highway of Holiness and Heaven is 
through Christ as the Door, while along that 
Way, He is the Soul’s Food, and Light, and 
Protection, our ‘‘All in all’’ till we pass in- 
to the Fold of Heaven. 


he that 
John 6: 


the Light of the World,’’ he 
diark- 


Jesus himself is the way and the truth and 
the life. That is, to know Christ is to know 
all that we nead to know about heaven and 
the way there; to have Christ as Saviour, 
Friend, and Lord, is tio be led by him through 
the darkest way home. Not only is he the 
door or gate which opens into the way, but 
he is the way. He is the guide in the way— 
he has gone over it himself; everywhere we 
find his footprints. More than thait-—he is the 
very way -itself, and the very truth about the 
way, and the life which inspires us in the 
way. To be his friend is enough; we need ask 
neither whither he has gone, nor the road— 
we need only abide in him 


‘Thank God, thank God, the Mam is found, 
Sure-footed, knowing well the ground. 
He knows the road, for this the way 
He traveled once, as on this day. 

He is our Messenger beside, 
He is our door and path and Guide.’’ 
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“This type writer is a great help to 
and I find it a great time saver,’? writes Dr. 
Leslie from Honan. ‘There are diloubtless 
other missionaries who would not object to 
such a help and time saver, but are not able 
to get one. Would it not be a nice little bit 
of missionary work for some one to provide 
such a helper. 


me, 


Native medical practice in Homan has its 
fine points. One of our missionaries writes: 

Charges for vaccination here by native doc- 
tors are, for boys, half a bushel of wheat 
worth about 400 cash; for girls, 800 cash. 

If the child dies as the result of the oper- 
ation, no charges are collected. 


HARVESTING IN HONAN. 

Our missionary, Rev. John Griffith, writing 
from Honan, July ist, to a friend, gives a 
picturesque description of the harvesting : 

The wheat and barley harvest were in fall 
swing here three weeks ago, and, toa new- 
comer like myself, were continually suggesit- 
ing bible scenes and statements, for the cus- 
toms here seem to be practically the same as 
those which existed in Palestine in olden 
times. 

There is the laborious irrigation, wherever 
water is available, of the level fields until the 
crops are ripe. Then with small sickles, the 
blade of which is usually not larger than that 
of a table knife, the harvest is cut handful by 
handful and tied in bundles with twisted 
ropes of reeds or straw. 

Everywhere among the reapers the poorest 
of the people (like Ruth of old) go picking 
up the faw scattered heads of grain which 
have escaped the reapers, or along the roads, 
where they may have dropped from the cum- 
brous carts. Women and children sometimes 
go for miles to get even a such a scanty re 
ward for their toil. 

Nor is this all the economy; just gs soon as 
it is permitted boys and men go over the 
fields with long sharp poles with which they 
dig up the rows of short stubbs and gather 
them carefully for fuel. 

Threshing is an interesting operation, The 
floors are good-sized, hard, level spaces about 
the villages (all farmers live in villages for 
mutual protection). On these floors the 
grain is spread jout and stione rollers are 
dragged over and over it by motley teams of 
muzzled ponies, mules, donkeys, or cows, or 
a mixture of any or all. I have often seen a 
lumbering Chinose cart being drawn by seven 
animals composed of a selection from the 
above named. 

The winnowing is usually done by throwing 
the grain and chaff up in the wind when the 
lighter and heavier parts fall in different 
places. 

At this season one may see ploughing, har- 
rowing, sowing, reaping, threshing and win- 
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nowing all going on at once, for a second 
crop is put in just as soon as the barley and 
wheat are harvested. 


A VILLAGE FIGHT IN CHINA. 


When visiting Dr. Leslie at Chu Wang a 
month ago, writes Rev. J. Griffith, 1 July, 
I saw a form of local warfare quite common 
in China. 

The quarrel had arisen over the stealing of 
a littie wheat by a boy of the ‘West street’ of 
the town. It happened that he stole it from 
the harvest field of a belligerent little village 
situated about a quarter of a mile outside the 
town wall, so the war was between the vill- 
age and the West street of the town. 

At noon one day word came to usthat a 
battle was about to take place, so Mr. Mac- 
kenzie, Dr. Leslie and I (whom I dubbed re- 
spectively—army chaplain, army surgeon 
and war correspondent) went over a short 
distance and got on the town wall, which is 
about twenty feet high, to see the encounter. 

The village contingent was marching about 
its street, apparently trying to work up its 
war spirit. Then they went over half-way to 
the gate of the West street, but the enemy 
put in no appearance, so, after a mimic de- 
monstration of how they would carve their 
enemi2s if they could only get at thein, they 
marched home again. We, thinking all was 
over, did likewise. 

However, about an hour later, we heard 
that the war forces were again on the move, 
aad again we hurried to the ‘‘grand stasac °’ 
namely, the aforementioned town wall, where 
a few hundred Celesetals had, like ourselves, 
gathered to see the fray from a safe distance. 

The hostile forces, consisting of about a 
huvcred on each side, armed with spears, 
swords, pitchforks, and a few old blumder- 
busses, were busily engaged in trying tio sat- 
isfy their honor by slaying one another. 

The fight did not last long, but six or eight 
men on each side were wounded, and as that 
seemed an honorable ending to the affair, the 
forces withdrew from the field, each side 
doubtless congratulating itself uponits vic- 
tory. 

Next day four or five blood-bespattered 
combatants from the village were carried to 
the mission compound, where Dr. McClure 
succeeded in removing a few bullets and 
patched up some wounds. One brave (?) had 
a bullet’ lodiged so deeply in the back of his 
neck that it could not be located. 

I cannot say that we abstained from laugh- 
ing at such a display of stupid rage amd fool- 
ishness, but it saddens one to remember that 
such is the spirit of the whole land. In pub- 
lic and in private so do the heathen rage and 
the people imagine a vain thing. Stupid and 
brutish as are their lives, their ideal is little 
higher. Certainly, it is am infinite remove 
from that of the Christ whose word the mis- 
sionary seeks to voice. 
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NOTES FROM HONAN. 
By one of our Missionaries. 


Hsin Chen, 1 June, 1898. 

Barley is pulled, wheat is cutting, streets 
are deserted, and shops are closed. 

Recently a proclamation was posited here 
calling attention to the fact that the Fremch 
Roman Catholics are in China only to do 
good, that over 200 years ago the Emperor 
Kang Hsi favored them, and calling the peo- 
ple to respect the persons of the Foreign 
Missionaries, who are all honorable men, 
and om officials to protect property from vi- 
cious persons; also asserting that as fees for 
temple worship, theatres, religious proces- 
sions, etc., are not the necessary expenses of 
government they must not be demanded of 
church members who are unwilling to pay 
tiem , _ 

Last Sunday evening we were called for- 
ward to see a visitor. Going to the guest 
room we saw a mam with his wife, two 
children, bedding, clothes, books, cooking 
utensils, etc., who said they had come to 
stay a few months and study the doctrine 
with us. He had seen a vision ofa man 
with fiery countenance, snow-white hair, 
bearing mm his hand three stars. This person 
announced himself as Simon Peter and said 
“You must not stay at home attached to 
earth, but take your family to the mission 
and study truth and learn to talk of great 
matters. The pastor has power.”’’ 

The other day when a girl took an epilep- 
tic fit in the dispensary we asked the assist- 
ant if this disease were common. He said, 
‘‘very much so,’? and mentioned that a few 
days before a man of the town had buried 
alive his 20-year-old son because of his be- 
ing subject to epilepsy. The boy took a fit 
in the field and the father, taking advantage 
of the absence of people buried him. When 
the neighbors found him life was extinct. 

A sad case came before our notice recently. 
A man of 22 years, from south of the Yel- 
low River, more than 500 li (170 miles) 
from there, came to have his eyes treated. 
When leaving home he could still dimly dis- 
tinguish the road and had 380 ounces of 
opium to sell as road money. On the way 
his remaining sight went and his opium was 
stolen, so that he arrived at Hsin Chen cash- 
less, hopelessly blind, amd 170 miles' from 
wile and parents, We told him of the Sav- 
four, gave him some road money to help 
him reach his friends, directing him to Chou 
Chia Kou for further knowledge of the Gos- 
pel. 

In China a simple act may raise one’s re- 
putation unwarrantably high. Recently a 
very small operation was performed on a 
patient, and three days later ten persions 
from his village came in a bunch to be treat- 
ed. When we said there were some we could 
not treat, it’ was politely said that we were 
“‘nmassing,’? and the request for treatment re- 
iterated at least a dozen times. 
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The dispensary assistant asked leave of 
absence to attend tthe fumeral of his great- 
uncle and great-aunt, the former of whom 
died one year and the latter four years ago. 
At the time of their decease money was too 
searce to afford a fumeral, but recently they 
had been able to raise enough to honor the 
respected dead. 

Mr. Yang and Chou Ti Wen have been 
spending some days preaching and book-sell- 
ing at the Hui Hsien Fair. 

We’re beginning to forget the 
‘Foreign Devil.’’ 


sound of 


A MOHAMMEDAN GIRL IN INDIA. 


By our Missionary, Dr. Agnes Turnbull. 


A poor crippled Mohammedan girl came 
about a year ago to our camp dispensary 
for medicine, in reality to beg. After a few 
days she went away, but returned some 
montps ago. Mrs. James, my assistant, 
took her in and has, since provided her with 
food and clothing, for which she does grind- 
ing and any other house work she, in her 
crippled condition, can dio. She has quite 
given up the Mohammedan religion, is being 
taught Christianity, and is very happy im 
her mew life. This has, of course, raised 
some opposition and prevented some Mo- 
hammedans from attending the dispensary. 

When they ask her why she does not fast 
now snd repeat the Koran, she replies: 
‘When I was a beggar, you were not at all 
anxious about my religious principles. Why 
should you be now ? I have separated my- 
self from you.’’ 

Again, when they enquire if she wishes to 
become a Christiian, she says, ‘‘Why not? 
Theirs is the true religion; yours is not.?? 

Had we a home in Neemuch for such as 
this woman, we would easily secure inmates 
for it, and thus rescue many poor creatures 
from ruin, for often do they come to us and 
ask to be taken in, and cared for, but we 
have no place to put them. 

I have had a larger number thian usual of 
patients from villages this year. There have 
been in the dispensaries some major and 
many minor operations, and in the homes a 
number of most critical major ones. 

Many instances might I give of cruelities 
of which we witness the result, but one will 
suffice. Lately there came to our camp dis- 
pensary a Burmiah woman who was _ horri- 
bly burned, one side of her body being a 
mass of raw sores. She would not tell us 
how she had been burned, but a neighbor 
volunteered the information that her ‘hus- 
band and mother-in-law had burmed her for 
having lost some piece of jewellery. Often 
do the poor women come with terrible bruis- 
es and say they have fallen, when we know 
they have been struck by their husbands, 
but it must be remembered that the women 
have most aggravating tongues, which they 
use as their weapons. 
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LEARNING THE LANGUAGE. 
By Rev. Norman Russell. 


And 1 do not mean by this the acquiring of 
a book knowledge, or the ability to read and 
write, but a sufficient mastery of the language 
to be abie to hold at least an intelligent con- 
versation. 

T heard the story of an American who was 
eager to air his school learned French in a 
Paris restaurant by asking for what he want- 
ed in what he supposed to be that tongue. 
The waiter always replied to him in English 
till in annoyance he asked ‘‘parley Voo 
Fransay ??’ to which the waiter replied, 
“Not ze Amerikan kind.’’ 

It is mot the acquiring of the American or 
English Hindee that gives a man a working 
knowledge of the language, but a sufficiently 
faithful imitation of the Native tongue to be 
intelligible. 

Few languages of the East are easy though 
some are more difficult than others, as Ja- 
panese and Chinese. Their difficulty lies 
mainly in the fact of their total dissimilarity 
from English both as to vocabulary and con- 
struction. One has an entirely new set of 
words to learn. and an entirely new gram- 
matical construction to master. 

Besides these, however, there are a number 
of entirely new sounds to be acquired. It is 
in the acquisition of these new sounds and 
new vocabulany that the most ludicrous mis- 
takes usually occur. 

I knew of a young lady who on one occa- 
sion was driving past a large hill where the 
neighboring Prince had a hunting seat. Wish- 
ing to know whether the place was occupied 
she asked, as she thought, ‘“has the Mahara- 
jah gone to the hill yet ?” but instead she 
asked, if he had gone to a much warmer place 
which in English is spelt the same as hill with 
the exception of the vowel. 

Words which are similar in construction, 
but for the change of ome letter often cause 
confusion, aS with a young missionary who 
instead of expressing dislike with a_ kind of 
hat said she did not like to wear a native 
inn on her head. 

Another missionary in relating his experi- 
ence tells of how he asked a little fellow how 
old he was. To which putting his hand on 
his digestive organs he solemnly answered, 
**One.”’ 

He thought the man wanted to know how 
many stomachs he had. 

These experiences, however, were all sur- 
passed by that of a young lady who, instead 
of asking the servant for an egg, demanded a 
kiss. The poor man was so dumfounded he 
did not rise to the occasion. 

The vocabulary, however, does not present 
as great a difficulty perhaps as the new and 
strange pronunciations. It is very trying to 
a Missionary on his first attempt with his 
newly acquired language at public speaking 
in the bazaar, to be asked to speak in Hindee 
as the crowd does not understand English, 
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and yet this is not an uncommon _ experi- 
ence. 

A learned missiomary, now a prince oi speak 
ers, told me that for many years he always 
asked the servants for worms when he want- 
ed cucumbers. The words are almcst  iden- 
tical except for a slight difference in the 
gound of the middle consionamt. 

The peculiar grammatical construction is 
another difficulty, but this is readily over- 
come by constant practice, and due care; and 
yet I have known people in India for many 
years who move majestically on oblivious of 


the fiact that the language ever had a_ sub- 
junctive. 
The last hill of difficulty and the one that 


is probably never completely surmounted is 
the idiomatic method of speaking. AJl East- 
ern languages, and especially those of the 
Indian peninsula, are very figurative and me- 
taphorical. It is the lack of this which often 
makes the missionary an inefficient and un- 
intelligible speaker. No matter how correct 
the grammar, and how complete the voca- 
bulary, if be speak but by translation and 
according to the English rather than the na- 
tive idiom he will be misunderstood, or will 
at least be unable to hold an audieuce. 

This is even more necessary than correct 
grammar. One of the finest bazaar addresses 
I ever heard was by an old missionary who 
though he occasionally made a slip in gram- 
mar, had such a command of the native mode 
of expression that he held his audience en- 
tranced and made them respond to every 
turn of his thought. Only constant reading 
of good native literature and frequent con- 
versation with scholarly native speakers will | 
give this ability, which is not to be learned 
irom grammar or text-books. 

Care must be taken on the other hand not 
to acquire a style of speaking that is beyond 
the ken of the ordinary hearer. Some men 
from a study of the more classical writings 
and a toio lavish imitation of the pundits 
who are fond of parading their knowledge of 
Sanskrit, get into a high-flown and classical 
method of speaking which though quite cor- 
rect is away beyond the comprahension. of the 
ordinary bazaar audience. 

I believe the simplest and quickest way to 
learn a language is to acquire it asa child 
does. Begin at once to speak and use what 
you know, having your mistakes corrected. 
To this end nothing is of more value than a 
quick ear and the power of imitation. When 
one is able to speak and make himself under- 
stood it will be time enough to study his 


grammar and moreover it will then be intel- 
ligible. 
With application, constant practice, will- 


ingness to make mistakes and have them 
corrected, and a fearlessness of public opin- 
ion, there is no reason why the average in- 
telligent person could not acquire a working 
knowledge of the language within a year, 
though to speak it perfectly or even well, 
ah! that is the work of a life-time. 


1898 . 


Doung People’s Societies, 


THE ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE’S ‘PLAN 
Gop SS UHL 2a 
Conducted by Rev R. D. Fraser, Convener. 


The Monthly Topics of the Plan of Study 
for 1898 bear the general title, ‘‘Some Books, 
Fields, and Men,’’ and are so arranged as to 
be adapted to the various sorts of Young 
People’s Sozieties. They are set down for 
the second weekly meeting of eaeh morth, 
and the Topic is treated in the Record oi 
the month preceding, in order that Societies 
may have materials for the meeting on 
hand well in advance. 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 


Committee on 
meets on Septe:..- 


The General Assembliy’s 
Young People’s Societies 
ber, 7th, and 


THE PLAN .OF STUDY FOR 1899 


will be issued shortly thereafter. 

Y. P. S.C. E. Topic Cards and Booklets for 
Presbyterian Sociaties, and embracing the 
Plan of Study, are being prepared as_ last 
year. Topic Cards $1.00 per 100; Booklets 
(which embrace Bible Readings on the To- 
pics for every day in the year) $1.50 per 
100. Smaller quantities in proportion. Spec- 
ial prices arranged for local matter printed 
on covers, 

All requests for samples, also all orders and 
remittances should be sent to the Convener ,— 


REV. R. DOUGLAS FRASER, M.A.., 
592 Markham 8t., 


Toronto, Ont. _ 


TOPIC FOR THE WEEK BEGINNING OC- 
TOBER 9TH. 


The Genesis and growth of the Augmenta- 
tion Scheme.—2 Cor. 8, 9—15. 


Literature. 


The Rev. Principal King’s article in a later 
column gives a concise and comprehensive ac- 
count of the beginnings and growth of this 
important scheme of the Church. Principal 
King speaks with authority, for he was one 
of those who rocked the cradle of Augmenta- 
tion. His experience in connection with Mis- 
sions in old Canada, and later in the fax 
West gives a special value to his words. 

The reports on Augmentation in the Min- 
utes of the General Assembly are full of in- 
formation, and in both the Eastern and West- 
ern sections of the Church show marked pro- 
gress year by year. 
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The name of the late Rev. D. J. 
nell is inseparably associated 
mentation Scheme. He was at his best in 
discussing it. No one who heard him wrest- 
ling with a wealthy congregation and seeking 
to conquer the strange prejudices which were 
so rife in the earlier stages of the Augmen- 
tation work, will forget the logic, the wis- 
dom, and the fine enthusiasm, with which he 
advocated the cause of the weak, but wor- 
thy. 


MecDon- 
with the Aug- 


Some Points and Paragraphs. 


What is an augmented charge ? An augment- 
ed charge is one which is past the Home Mis- 
sionary stage, and is not yet able to give its 
minister the full minimum stipend of $750.L0 
and a manse. It is not necessarily small in 
spirit—generally the opposite——but it is not 
sufficiently large in numbers to carry all the 
responsibilities of a self-sustaining congre- 
gation. 

Before a grant can be received from the 
Augmentation Fund .a congregation must con- 
tribute towards the minister’s stipend at 
least $450.00 per annum ($500.00 per = an- 
num in Manitoba and the North-West, and in 
cities), and a manse or ranted house. It must 
also contribute at least $4.50G per member 
towards the stipend, and, in addition, must 
give towards the Augmentation Fund and 
ether Schemes of the Church. It is evidemtly, 
therefore, mot a fund of benevolence, but a 
fund in which only spirited congregations can 
have a share. 


Are the Funds Carefully Handled ? 


Naturally you wish to know that vour gifts 
are neither lavished nor used to bojster up 
unworthy cases. You would be satisfied on 
these points if you could spend a day at our 
meetings. The Presbyteries are more than 
satisfied, all declaring that we cut terribly 
close. The congregations find the matter of 
self-help a live question, which they have to 
face year after year; and we can confidently 
say, ‘‘the list is a fair list, and the grants are 
as small as they can reasonably be made.”’ 

Put it in this way: Augmented Congrega- 
tions contribute to stipend at the rate of 
$11.78 per family, or $6.74 per communi- 
eant. Find out what your Congregation 
does ? Enquire what some well-to-do neigh- 
boring congregations does ? Likely you will 
ge new light and discover that Augmented 
Congregations are easily first in this respect, 
and doing well for the Mission Schemes _ be- 
sides._-Rev. Dr. Campbell, of Renfrew, Con- 
vener, W. Section. 


Is There Fruit. 


There are 850 Congregations to-day in the 
Western Section of the Church. Four hundred 
and sixty of these have been on our list, of 
which 270 have become self-sustaining, 140 
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are on the list still, and 50 have either gone 
back to the Home Mission list because of 
changes or re-arrangements, or they have 
been dropped for sufficient reasons. 

Put it in this way: More than half of all 
our Congregations, and a good deal more than 
a third of our self-sustaining Congregations, 
and you will see clearly that it ought to 
have been assisted by the Augmentation Fund, 
have hosts of grateful and enthusiastic 
- friends. When they all gather round us the 
days of pinching will pass away. 

In the Eastern Section twenty-eight congre- 
gations have developed into seli-susitaining 
charges since the fund was started. Of the 
61 congregations to whom the Committee of 
the Eastern Section promised help, not one 
was vacant during the whole year, and only 
9 for a part of it. This is a very gratifying 
feature of the Scheme. It tends to perman- 
ency of supply and gives congregations an 
opportunity of developing along other lines 
of usefulness to the body of Christ. 


Worth Repeating. 


These few lines from the closing portion of 
Principal King’s article are remarkable testi- 
mony to the sort of work which has _ been 
done in the smaller Congregations of the 
Church. It is no shame to a Congregation to 
be weak in numbers, as, on the other hand, 
there is no glory in mere size. The notion is 
as unchristian as it is unsupported by fact, 
that special liberality or spiritual power ne- 
cessarily attach to large congregations. It 
is cause of high gratitude when they so do; 
but the real strength of the Church lies 
largely in the rank and file of her congrega- 
tions, whilst it may possibly be a surprise to 
some who have a less intimate knowledge of 


the Church than Principal King, that _ the 
smallest settled charges develop such _ re 
markable signs of vitality. 

‘Every observant person, moreover, must 


have seen in how many cases men and wo- 
men who have been the active workers and 
the liberal givers in town and city congrega- 
tions, have come from feeble supplemented 
charges. Assuredly no minister laboring 
faithfully in such a charge has any reason to 
feel that he is an unimportant factor in the 
Church’s work. The present writer has been 
often struck with tha number of candidates 
for the ministry who have come from districts 
where our Church is weak and where the un- 
reflecting might think no great harm would 
result from its complete effacement. There is 
much here to show us the truth and _ the 
deep significance of the Apostle’s words, 
‘Those members of the body which seem to 
be more feeble, are much more necessary.’ ”’ 


The Young People’s Share. 
The Augmentation Committee of the West- 


ern Section have made a special appeal to 
the Young People, and at their suggestion 
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the General Assembly has given approval to 
the institution of a Young People’s Augmen- 
tation Fund, incorporated with the general 
fund, which is to be applied especially in out- 
lying places, and Young People’s Societies 
are requested by the Committee to give one 
meeting in the year to the consideration of 
Augmentation work, in connection with 
which a collection shali be taken up for the 
Young People’s Augmentation Fund. 

The Sabbath Schools are requested to con- 
tribute in a similar manner. The desire is 
not to interfere with any other line of miss- 
ionary effort, but to interest the children 
and young people practically in this as in 


other forms of the Church’s mission work. 
Nearly $1000.00 was received from the 
Young People through this channel] last 


year, 


THE GENESIS AND GROWTH OF THE 
AUGMENTATION SCHEME. 


By the Rev. Principal King, D.D., Manitoba 
College, Winnipeg. 


With a Church numbering so many weak 
pastoral charges, as the Presbyterian Church 
in Canada, from the nature of the case, does, 
the subject of supplementing such salaries as 
the weaker congregations were able to raise, 
could not fail to engage attention at an 
early period. At the time of the union in 
1875, the object was sought to be accom- 
plished in the Maritime Provinces bya _ dis- 
tinct commititee; in the West, it was entrust- 
ed to the General Home Mission Committee. 
The line between mission stations and pastor- 
al charges is not yet a very clear or fixed 
one; it was still less so at an earlier period. 

The scale of ministerial support was soon 
felt to be a very inadequate one, and _ there 
seemed little hope of bettering it, unless some 
special effort was put forth to augment the 
salaries paid in the weaker congregations. 
Overtures on the subject from several Presby- 
teries were presented to the General Assem- 
bly which met in Ottawa in 1879. These 
favored the institution of a Sustentation 
Fund, i.e., a common fund for ministerial 
support, out of which all the pastors should 
receive an equal dividend, which might be 
supplemented by the people in the case of his 
stronger congregations. 

The proposal had much to recommend it, 
but after engaging the attention of successive 
Assemblies from 1879 to 1883, and being re- 
mitted more than once to Presbyteries for 
consideration, it was set aside mainly on the 
ground that the past action of the Church 
on the matter had been in the line of supple- 
ment, set aside by the Assembly which met in 
London in 1883, and a scheme for giving 
greater effect to Augmentation was put in 
operation. 

No separate committee was formed at that 
time. The matter was simply entrusted to a 
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sub-committee of the Home Mission Commit- 
tee. The minimum salary was fixed at $750, 
and manse, or $800 without manse, with the 
recognition of a somewhat larger minimum 
in city charges. For the first time an effort 
was made to_ secure separate contributions 
for Augmentation purposes. 

The response was unexpectedly large, over 
$21,000 being contributed for this object in 
the Western Section of the Church. Of the 
223 congregations in this Section of the 
Church whose pastors had salaries below the 
minimum, 145 were enabled to reach it in the 
first year of the operation of the Scheme, 
while of the remaining 78, the larger number 
rose to the minimum without assistance. The 
movement thus took effect in two ways, both 
of them desirable and gratifying. The Church 
was extremely fortunate in finding in the Con- 
vener of the sub-committee on Augmentation, 
the late Rev. D. J. Macdonnell, one who so 
fully representted in his own person the con- 
siderate and gracious spirit of the Fund, 
and who brought to its support an unusual 
degree of energy, enthusiasm and organizing 
power. 

The movement in advance was scarcely less 
marked in the Eastern Section of the Church. 
The revenue which for Augmentation purposes 
had stood for some years prior to 1883 at 
about $4,000, rose in 1883-4. to over $5,000 
and in 1884-5 to over $10,000. The number 
of congregations aided in 1893, was in the 
neighborhood of 30; in 1885, this number had 
risen to 46, as a result of the larger mini- 
mum salary paid; while, just as in the West- 
ern Section, the gratifying result was seen 
of nearly 80 congregations raising the salar- 
ies paid by them to the desired minimum, 
without any direct assistance from the Fund. 

The limits permitted to this paper will not 
allow us to trace the history of the Scheme. 
The number of congregations which have 
been brought by its aid through seasons of 
weakness to the power of self-support must 
be very large. In a single year aS many as 
81 congregations in the Western Section of 
the Church were removed from the list of aug- 
mented charges, with about an equal num- 
ber added to it from fields previously treated 
as mission stations. 

The Scheme, as is well known, has had 
many difficulties to contend with. Scme con- 
gregations have been slow to recognise its 
importance or its necessity. It may be confi- 
dently claimed, nevertheless, that it has been 
of the greatest benefit to the Church; one may 
even say that it has been as nearly as possi- 
ble an unmixed good. A congregation here 
and there may have leaned too much on it; 
It is a fact, notwithstanding, that the general 
rate of contribution for ministerial support 
in the augmented charges is very high. It 
may also have in some few instances’ served 
to prolong pastorates which, perhaps in the 
interest of the work, might have been better 
shortened; but only those who remember the 
state of things, the constantly recurring  re- 
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signations because of insufficient support, be- 
fore its inception, can understand how much 
it has done to improve the situation. 

It is not necessary at this time of day to 
justify its institution; it should scarcely be 
necessary to advocate its warm support. It 
is the most obvious of obligations, and es- 
pecially in a Presbyterian Church, that’ the 
strong should help the weak. The attendant 
benefit of doing so is scarcely less obvious. 
The sense of unity is greatly strengthened, 
and indeed the whole life of the Church is en- 
riched, by this continuous giving and receiv- 
ing. 

Every observant person, moreover, must 
have seen in how many cases men and wo- 
men, who have been the active workers and 
the liberal givers in town and city congrega- 
tions, have come from feeble supplemented 
charges. Assuredly no minister laboring faith- 
fully in such a charge has any reason to feel 
that he is an unimportant factor in the 
Church’s work. The present writer has been 
often struck with the number of candidates 
for the ministry who have come from dis- 
tricts where our Church is weak and where 
the unrefiecting might think no great harm 
would result from its complete effacement. 
There is much here to show us the truth and 
the deep significance of the Apostle’s words, 
‘““‘Those mambers of the body which seem to 
be more feeble, are much more necessary.”’ 


es 


NO WANT TO THEM THAT FEAR HIM. 


“The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall 
want),’”’ 

I shall not want rest. ‘‘He maketh me to 
lie down in green pastures.’ 

I shall not wamti drink. ‘‘He leadeth me 
beside the still waters.’’ 

I shall not want forgiveness. ‘‘He restor- 
eth my sioul,.’’ 

I shall not want guidance. ‘‘He guideth 
me in the paths of righteousness for His 
mame’s sake’? 

I shall not want companionship. ‘‘Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the sha- 
dow iof death, I will fear no evil; for Thou 
art with me.’’ as 

I shall not want comfort. ‘‘Thy rod and 
Thy staff they comfort me.’’ 

I shall not want food. ‘‘Thou preparest a 
table before me in the presence of mine en- 
emies.’’ 

I shall not want joy. 
ed my head with »il.’’ 

I shall not want anything, 
neth over.”’ 

I shall not want anything in life. ‘‘Surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
days of my life.’’ 

I shall not want anything in eternity. 
‘For I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
forever.’ 


not 


‘Thou hast anioinit- 


“My cup run- 
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Other Workers and Work. 


A GREAT TEN DAYS IN KOREA. 


While it is fresh in my mind I want to 
tell you about the training class for coun- 
try women, which has just come to a close. 

Nothing of the kind for women had ever 
been. attempted before, and we began it with 
a heart for any face, not knowing how few 
or many might come, mor what discourage- 
ments we might meet with. But we had 
nothing but cause for rejoicing from the very 
start. 

The wome. of the church here in Pyeng 
Yang responded royally to the proposition 
that they should entertain the country wo- 
men as their guests during the ten days of 
the class, and in a short time sufficient was 
pledged to entertain twenty members. 

I wish you could have been ait that meet. 
ing and heard the testimonies as the pledges 
-were made. One drew a graphic picture of 
Christ’s sufferings for us and said it would 
be a pity if we could not deny ourselves to 
the extent of a little money in order to tell 
others more about Him. 

One who has been redeemed from a long 
life of wickedmess said, ‘‘Here is a chance to 
do something pleasing to God and make 
ourselves more precious to Him,’’ and _ ashe 
sat dowm with tears streaming down her 
poor, sin-scarred face. 

Everybody had something to contribute, 
and some word of thankfulness and praise to 
utter at the same time. I, knowing how 
poor many of them are, bad to wink hard 
to keep the tears back and am not sure that 
I succeeded. 

After that meeting, our only anxiety was 
that the country women would not respond 
to ‘the invitation, for, besides being a new 
thing, it is a busy time of year with them. 
But they came—twenty-four of them. They 
came from all distamces round about. Two 
walked ome hundred ard fifty miles. They 
came (trudging in toward evening on Satur- 
day, looking weather-beaten and weary, but 
they ihaid mot ia word of complaint about the 
long, tiresome way. 

As one feeble, trembling old body, who 
had also walked far, said, ‘‘I was very tired, 
but so glad to get here that I did not feel it.” 

I think I never enjoyed any ten days more 
than those we spent with this class. 

Mr. Baird had the women every morning 
for prayers amd a lesson in Luke; Mrs. Lee 
took them afterwards for a lesson in Mark 
and I taught them in the afternoon in tthe 
Old Testament, besides an hour a day for 
singing. Miost of these women never had 
more than a passing contact with mission- 
aries, and their knowledge of the spiritual 
teachings of the Scriptures, as well as the 
narrative, was a constant surprise.——Annie 
Laurie Baird in Woman’s Work, 
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A STORY FROM KOREA. 


This year in’ the first month, on the 
fifteenth day, at Nam-Fong market (about 
ten miles from Nodoa, Hainan), certain peo- 
ple saw am idol sweating. These people used 
paper and wiped tihe idul’s face dry, but in 
about two hours’ time, again it was CoOv- 
ered with perspiration. They told this 
to all in the market and many others came 
to. sxe this miraculous thing and the fame 
of the idol increased and everybody was de- 
ceived into thinking there would be calami- 
ties this year in Nam-Fong. 

But in the market, there was one man who 
believed in God, EKo-A-gnon by name, When 
he heard the story he said, ‘I willgo and 
see if this idol really sweats.’’ I therefore 
went and examined carefully and found out 
that in the twelfth month, last year, the 
priests in the temple observed that the painit 
on this idol was no longer pretty. They 
therefore soaked the idol in the river for 
three days, ‘them washed it clean and re- 
painted it. About twenty days after, they 
carried the idol out into the streets for an 
airing. Then every person who burns in- 


cense or candles iin front of it will earn 
merit. This idol was thus in the hot 
sun for a long time, which, addel to the 


candles and incense, melted the fresh paint 
from its face and water oozed fomth. On 


other pacts of the body the paint was dry 
and hard. All who came and saw the idol 
sweating said, ‘ That proves the idol is 
alive.’’ 


“T, therefore, Eo-A-gnion, must explain this 
thing to them. Idols are made of wood or 
gold or brass or sqgmetimes stone; they are 
all made by man and how ean they bless 
men? You, my fellow-villagers, must not 
believe this false thing. You should wor 
ship God. God is the Father of everybody. 
He hias the power to bless men. if you have 
God’s doctrine in your heart you will be 
blesseid.’?’ 

Instead of being called ‘‘devil,’’ as all for- 
eigners ‘are in. interior China, the Koreans 
use ito the missionaries words of the highest 
respect, and their bearing in the country 
leaves nothing to be asked in the way of 
kindness and courtesy. Christians are viewed 
with remarkable confidence and regard, in- 
stead of with distrust and hate. ‘“‘Six years 
ago,’ one of the Christians at Fusan told 
us, “I came down through this panvince 
with Dr. Hardie. We could not get "meals 
at the inns, and when we preached we met 
a perfect stiorm of derision. Now we can 
get into inns anywhere, and derision has al- 


- most disappeared.’’, 


As in the early days in Japan, missionar- 
ies have gained a position of supreme dignity 
and influence. They are called by the Chriat- 
ians by a title of affection and homor, miok- 
sa, the word for shepherd, and also for men 
of a certain rank. . : 

Women (missionaries) live and travel any- 
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where, and work among the native women 
has grown and prospered scarcely less than 
among the men. When Mrs. Guliord leit Se 
oul for ner furlough last year, the Christians 
insisted om carrying her chair for her and all 
her baggage. They paid her fare from Seoul 
to Chemulpo. A great crowd, with presents, 
accompanied her, and as her steamer saililed 
otf they sat on a hill, with banners, singing 
Christian songs. Missionary wives, 
with all their home cares, have found time 
and strength for a glorious work. In Seoul 
there have been wnmarried women also, and 
there is room for more, especially for teach- 
ing the women and for country work.— 
From Mr. Speer’s Report on the Mission in 
Korea, 


PEN PICTURES FROM KOREA, 
By Mrs. Isabella Bird Bishop. 


With our noble band of missionaries on 
their way to Korea, the following pictures 
from one of the latest and best books on 
“The Hermit Nation,’’ by Mrs, Isabella Bird 
Bishop, will be of interest The book is ‘‘Ko- 


rea and Her Neighbors.’’ We quote from ‘‘The © 


Presbyterian Journal’’ : 
The difficulties Mrs. Bishop encountered in 
her lonely journeys, the discomforts she en- 


dured, the positive hardships and perils 
through which she passed are almost beyond 
credence, They make plain the actual condi- 


tion of this strange country and the 
and tact of this intrepid woman. 

Her first trip into the interior was made in 
a small boat twenty-eight feet long by four 
feet wide on the Ham river. She and five 
. others, four natives and a young missionary, 
spent the days and nights of five and a half 
weeks on this little crait 

In addition to the six people 
poultry, faggots, rice sacks, sundry provis- 
ions and luggage. For six people to cook, 
eat, sleep, wash, pole the boat, all in this 
small space, must have made large draughts 
upon their serenity of temper. 

Yet her most trying experiences were not in 
the cribbed cabin and confined apartment of 
the boat. The inns of the country were more 
to be dreaded. Heated to a temperature of 
90 degrees and sometimes as high as 110 de- 
grees, without ventilation, infested with 
cock roaches, rats and every description of in- 
sects and vermin, permeated with the vilest of 
odors an deadliese of sitenches, they must 
have offered but the slightest attraction to 
the wearied traveller after a hot -hard jour- 
ney over dry beds of mountain torrents, along 
impassable footpaths, over dangerous moun- 
tain passes 

Here is an account of one experience. It 
occurred on the east coast of norea. It may 
be given at length here because it is a fair il- 
lustration of the author’s style of the travel- 


pluck 


there were 
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lers’ vicissitudes and the country’s customs 
avd condition : 

‘The inn, if inn it was, gave me a room 
eight feet by six, and five feet two inches 
high. Ang-paks, for it was the family gran- 
ary, iron shoes of ploughs and spades, bun- 
dies of foul rags, sea-weed, ears of millet 
hanging in bunches from the roof, pack sad- 
dles, and worse than all else, rotten beans 
iermenting for soy, and maloderous half-salt- 
ed fish, just left room for my camp-bed. This 
den opened on a vile yard, partly dung hill 
and partly pigpen, in which is the well from 
which the women of the house, with sublime 
sang-froid, draw the drinking water ! Out 
side is a swamp which throughout the night 
gave off sickening odors. 

Every few minutes something was wanted 
from my room, and as there was not room 
for two, I had every time to go out into the 
yard. Wong’s good-night was ‘I hope you 
won’t die.”? When I entered the mercury 
was 87 degrees. Aiter that, cooking for man 
and beast and the kang floor raised it to 107 
degrees, at which point it stood until:morn- 
ing, vivifying into revoltingly active iife my- 
riads of cock roaches and vermin which re 
vel in heat, not to speak of rats, which ran 
over my bed, ate my candle, gnawed my 
straps, and would have left me without boots 
had I not long before learned to hang them 
from the tripod of my camera.”’ 

Yet the country with its beautiful and fer- 
tile valleys, its varied mountain ranges tow- 
ering at times into grandeur, its primeval 
tiger-haunted forests with their infinite green, 
its odors of paradise from the ‘fragrant 
breath of a million flowering shrubs. and 
trailers of bursting buds and _ unfolding 
ferns,’’ offered compensation for even the ani- 
mated discomforts of the inn. 

She describes a little valley on the Eastern 
coast containing ‘‘about 3000 acres’ of nice 
land only, and on the slopes surrounding all 
these are rich lands, bearing heavy crops of 
wheat, millet, barley, cotton, tobacco, castor 
oil, sesamum, oats, turnips, peas, beans and 
potatoes. ‘The ponies are larger and better 
kept in this region, and the red bulls are of 
immense size. The black pig, however, is as 
small and mean as ever. The crops were 
clean, and the rice dykes and irrigation chan- 
nels well kept. 

Good and honest government would ereate 
as happy and prosperous a people as the tra- 
veller finds in Japan, the soil being very si- 


milar, while Korea has a far better cli- 
mate.’’ 
But it is the government that puts its 


blight on everything Korean. ‘the burdens of 
taxation are intolerabl>. The exactions and 
cruel injustices, which the noble class  prac- 
tice with immunity upon the merchant, in- 
dustrial, and peasiant classes, stand as an in- 
surmountable barrier to thrift or progress. 
As soon as it is suspected that a man _ has 
accumulated a little money or property, he 
is thrust into prison, and subjected to  tor- 
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ture until he gives it up to the Yang-ban 
or official of his district. The people seek re- 
fuge in idleness and poverty. 

Korea’s greatest need is a government re- 
form. Some reforms have been begun since 
the Japan-Chinese war, with encouraging re- 
sults. 

One of the particular and pravalent habits 
of the Koreans is their extreme voracity. They 
eat not to satisfy hunger, but to enjoy the 
sensation of repletion. ‘‘A mother feeds her 
child with rice and when it can eat no more 
in an upright position, lays it on its back 
on her lap and feeds it again, tapping its 
stomach from time to time with a flat spoon 
tlo ascertain if further cramming is possible.” 
The cramming process bagun so early in life is 
never abandoned. This vice of gluttony is 
attended by the vice of drunkenness. Drunk- 
enness is everywhere indulged in and is not 
disreputable. 

The three outstanding features of Korean 
society, marriage, burial, and exorcism, with 
their ceremonials, are fully and graphically 
described. Monogamy is the law of the land 
but concubinage is practiced, the wife oOfiten 
selecting the concubine. Women have few 
libertios and are not held in high esteem. 
Boys early learn that a man who. respects 
himself must hold woman in contempt. 

Mrs. Bishop makes frequent references to the 
religion and religious problems of this land. 
Buddhism was at one time the established re- 
ligion, but it is now disestablished and  dis- 
credited. There is little else in the way of re- 
ligious rite and faith to 'take its place. 

She speaks a strong, earnest, friendly word 
more than once for the missionaries, their 
splendid self-denial and the gratifying results 
of their labors. 


A HIMALAYAN LEGEND. 


We recently paid a visit to the hill State 
of Chamba, in the Northern Himalayas, and 
more than fifty miles trom the plains. of 
India. The capital of this small pnincipal- 
ity is only 3,033 feet above sea-level, but it 
is surrounded by high mountains, some of 
whose peaks are covered with eternal snow. 
It is a charming spot. At the base of the 
spur on which the town is built flows ‘the 
river Ravi, one of th2 five great rivers of the 
Punjab. It is now joined by the Soa, a 
smaller stream, but the murmur of whose 
waters breaks continually upon the ear. 

Mission work at Chamba was begun by 
the Rev. W. Ferguson in the autumn of 1863, 
and the place has ever since been occupied 
by the Presbyterians of Scotland. 

During our late visit, looking out over the 
fair scene from one of the upper windows of 
the mission bungalow, our host, pointing 
to some steps reaching far up the mountain 
side, said, ‘‘Near that point, out of the 
mountain. issues the water supply for the 
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town of Chamba.’? Down the side oi the 
mountain flows a stream of limpid water, 
which, through channels prepared for it, 
flows to all parts of the town. There is, 
in connection with the water supply of this 
mountain town, a most interesting legend, 
dating back 600 or 700 ycars. 

The ruling Raja, anxious to secure for his 
capital a supply of pure water, prepared wa- 
ter courses and made what was regarded by 
competent awthorities as in all respects suit- 
able arrangemeuts, but the water fthowing 
down the sides of the mountain refused to 
enter these channels. 

The most celebrated Hindu priests were 
consulted, and these, after solemn delibera- 
tion, made this announcement to the waiting 
Raja: ‘‘The gods are displeased because in 
so important a matter their sovereignty has 
not received recu,ynition, and no acceptable 
tribute paid.’’ 

‘‘What is demanded ?’’? asked the Raja. 

‘‘A human sacrifice, and that of the near- 
est and dearest from your own household,”’ 

The Raja’s heart stood still with horror. 
He had one only son, the joy of his heart, 
the délight of his eyes. For him earth held 
nothing nearer and dearer. And yet, if the 
gcds claimed such a sacrifice, when the wel- 


-fare of his people wis so deeply concerned, 


he would not withhold it. 

With well nigh breaking heart he prepared 
tio offer as a sacrifice his well beloved, his 
only son. The victim was to be buried alive 
near ithe spot where the stream gushed forth 
from the mountain, 

The terrible tidings reached the apartments 
of the women, and from her retirement, pale 
and trembling, came forth the mother of the 
doomed boy. Falling at the feet of her 
lord she implored him not to keep the vow 
made to appease the wrath of the gods. He 
had manifested his unswerving devotion by 
consenting to the sacrifice demanded. His 
fidelity was, therefore, vindicated. But since 
a human sacrifice was required she was 
ready to die to save her son. 

With trembling joy the Raja iaccepted the 
substitute, as the gods, he was assured, 
would be satisfied. All was soon made 
ready, and the mother, followed by her weep- 
ing women, with unfaltering step, ascended 
the mountain to the appointed place, and 
calmly laid herself down. 

Over the unresisting victim the earth was 
heaped until ithe grave was filled. Instantly, 
as proof that the wrath of the gods had 
been appeased the water began to flow copi- 
ously through the prepared channels, where 
still it flows, blessing the city below. 

Every year, at an appointed date, the an- 
niversary of the sacrifice of the mother to 
save her son, and to bring blessings upon the 
people, women from the city of Chamba and 
from all the surrounding country go up the 
mountain to lay their offerings upon the 
grave of the noble martyr.—H. H. H. in 
Presbyterian. 
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THE CONDITION OF WOMEN IN INDIA. 

Strange social usages have prevailed in all 
ages. Some of them have had their origin in 
differences of religion and race, others in in- 
tellectual and physical superiority, and others 
again in pure prejudice and selfishness. What- 
ever their origin, they have generally wrought 
toward evil and oppression, however innio- 
cent their origin or specious their aim. Of 
all these, there is probably not one which has 
had a more specious origin, endured for a 
longer time, extended its influence more wide- 
ly, affected society more vitally, or produced 
as large an amount of suffering and degrada- 
tion, as the low status of the Hindu women. 

The main features which have given it this 
durable, far-reaching power are, that it as- 
sumes to be based on essentially natural dis- 
tinctions, to have divine sanction, and rigidly 
defines what all women are morally and _ in- 
tellectually, and how they should be treated 
from the cradle to the grave. How this sys- 
tem originated, and the causes which led to 
its perpetuation, may be subsequently con- 
sidered. Our first aim will be to describe 
the actual position of women early in this 
century, when their condition, according to 
native ideas, first came to be adequately un- 
derstood by Europeans, 

Happily now more wise and humane senti- 
ments are beginning to prevail; but we wish 
to show what Hinduism, when left to it 
self, did for the vast race which came under 
its rule, to excite deeper interest and sym- 
pathy in the condition of women, and to 
encourage effort for their emancipation. 

The: deepest wish of a Hindu father has 
always been to have a son, since sons are an 
honor toa family, daughters a dishonor and 
a burden. The former alone is qualified tio 
lead tthe funeral ceremonies, essential for the 
happy transmission of the soul. The birth 
of a son, therefore, was a welcome event; 
that of a daughter most unhappy, lowering 
the mothar in the estimation of her family 
and neighbors, and possibly in her relations 
to her husband. Girls received no education. 
Even the art of reading and writing was re- 
garded not only as unnecessary, but as posi- 
tively dangerous, because likely to make wo- 
men disobedient amd conceited, and putting in 
their power gifts more likely to be used for 
mischief and intrigue than for good purposes. 
Here and there a learned Brahmin taught his 
daughter, but such instances were rare, for 
ignorance was considered ‘‘the ornament of a 
woman,’’ and there is no record of a school 
anywhere for girls, thought education for 
boys was greatly valued. A quasi divine 
authority directed, and custom—the unchal- 
lenged despot in all Indian affairs—ruled that 
every giri snould be married before her 
twelfth year of age. Probably the greater 
number were married much earlier, and some 
when mere children of five and six. Marriage 
was not at these early ages followed immed- 
iately by its consummation, but usually— 
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and always with those of high cayte—was 
accompanied by three conditions ; 

(1.) Strict seclusion in the zenana. 

(2.) Abject submission to the husband’s 
authority, and the mother or sister-in-law, 
who ruled the zenana; and 

(3.) Perpetual widowhood in the event of 
the husband’s death. 

Dread of caste defilement, fear of the gods, 
and suspicion of women were the three rul- 
ing sentiments of all heads of familizs. The 
chastity of the women was assumed to be 
best secured by not allowing them freedom 
to walk abroad or to think or act for them- 
Selves. Even in her owm family, she is not 
free to leave the zeniana and penetrate into 
that side of the house exclusively given over 
to the use of her father-in-law, brothers-in- 
law, uncles, and male cousins, 

Submission to her husband was. absolute, 
and pressed to the extent of abjectmess. She 
must not sit in his presence until told to do 
so, nor begin a conversation, or eat with 
him, or express any opinion contrary to ‘his. 
Silent submission, not only to his will, but 
to nis reproaches, and even to his) chastise 
ment, was regarded as the duty of a wife 

If the husband died, the wife became a life- 
long widow. ‘Even if they were mere child- 
ren, who had never lived together, or seen 
each other but for a moment during the ela- 
borate marriage ceremonies, re-emarriage was 
regarded as shameful to her and insulting ito 
the memory of the husband and his family. 

Widowhood had also to be associated with 
life-long austerities and humiliations. It was 
deemed fitting that all joy and brightness 
should pass forever out of her life. Her plen- 
tiful and much-loved ornaments and bordered 
attire had to be laid aside, and were often 
violently torn from her; her head was shaven, 
she had but one meal a day, and was obliged 
to fast for two days in the month; she was 
subject to reproach, contempt, and abhorrence 
and was forbidden to be present on any occa- 
sion of festivity. This was the prescribed 
usage, though the poor widow might be a 
little child or a delicate woman, 

There were but three escapes from this in- 
ferno : prostitution, death, and the suttee. 
The first was adopted by multitudes, and the 
last by mamy, especially in the great pro- 
vince of Bengal. They sometimes adiopted this 
course in despair, not seldom as an act emin- 
ently holy and meritorious, and frequently at 
the persuasion of relatives, who thus got rid 
of what was really am encumbrances and sup- 
posed tio be a disgrace, which by this act was 
turned initio a family hionor. 

Girls being unwelcome as a family reproach, 
a burden, and a cause of anxiety if not of 
shame, it is hardly surprising tihat infanticide 
was common. There is every reason to 
think that some millions annually thus dis- 
appearmd. It became a system, and was hard- 
ly held to be a disgrace. The faciliti>s for it 
were great. The father had only to give the 
sign, by a movement of the hand to say ‘“‘It 
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is nothing, take it away,’”’ when the pressure 
of the midwife’s hand on top of the head or 
throat, or the pan of water, or the poisoned 
breast, or the adjoining jungle, or river, or 
tank received the unwanted one. 

All these customs were sanctioned by pub- 
lic opinion, and prevailed, nvore or less, for 
many centuries am.ong a people twice as 
numerous as now inhabit the United States, 
and over an area almost equal to all Europe, 
west of Russia. They centered into the 
common daily life of immense multitudes, as 
the following illustrations will show. 

The prevalence of suttee was brought to 
the notice of the government early in the 
century. Careful inquiry showed that while 
it was everywhere regarded as a most sacred 
and meritorious deed, it prevailed chiefly 
among Rajputs and in the largs> and popu- 
lous districts near Calcutta. The Serampore 
Mission in 1804 sent: ten agents to collect in- 
formation as to its prevalence within thirty 
miles around Calcutta. They reported that 
more than three ‘hundred widows had been 
immolated within six moniths. 

Subsequently government inquiny showed 
that in twelve years, from 1815 to 1826, 
7,154 thus died in the presidency of Bengal. 
In eight of these years, 287 were burned in 
Madras, and in nine years 248 in Bombay. 
In 1818 there were at least 839 suttees in 
British India. Child-wives were often disposed 
of thus, and sometimes several women thus 
died at one time. In the parliamentary pa- 
pers there isi given a list of 61 widows, all 
under eighteen years of age, who thus perish- 
ed between 1815 and 1820. 

A Brahmin had married forty wives. 
Twenty-two died befora him, but the remaind- 
er all became suttees, leaving more than 
forty children. In another instance a Brah- 
min, who had married one hundred wives, 
died, and twenty-two of his widows became 
suttees, the fire being kept burning for three 
days. 

Infanticide was yet more common and was 
confined to girls, lt was seldom caused by po- 
verty and want, and was most prevalent 
among the Rajput anid other superior classes. 
The blue-books abound with such evidence as 
the following : 

“The far greater part, of the Sharijas in 
Kutch followed the practice. In Kathiawar 
the lowest estimate was that 1,000 were an- 
nually destroyed, and in Kutch 2,000.”’ 

In many lange districts government officials 
made such reports as the following : 

‘In 157 families there were 32 daughters, 
but 189 sons. In 18 villages, with 654 famil- 
ies, 429 boys and 100 girls. Elsewhere 350 
boys and 90 girls. It was admitted that in 
one tribe the proportions were 118 boys and 
16 girls; in a second, 240 amd 98; a_ third, 
131 and 61; and a fourth, 14 and 4; a fifth, 
39 and 7,”’’ ete. 

It was estimated, on good authority, that 
in Malwah and Rajputana not Jess than 20,- 
000 infants were annually destroyed. 
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The British Government has made this 
practica a penal offense and used its great 
influence with the native States for its sup- 
pression; but feminine life is little valued, 
and, as the natives say, ‘‘Nothing is So eas- 
ily destroyed as a flower.’’ Therefore, the 
crime, though abated, yet goes on, as some 
curious facts reveal, especially this very ob- 
vious one; the government census tables for 
1891 state the entire populaltion to be 146,- 
727,296 males and 140,496,135 fomales— 
proportions the reverse of those which na- 
ture produces. 

The early age of marriage the cruel and 
repressive usage to which widows are sub- 
jected, and the stern hostility to their re- 
marriage, are among the greatest evils of In- 
dia. Usage and quasi divine authority en- 
join that if the marriage of girls is delayed 
beyond the age of twelve, the parents neglect 
a great duty and commit a great sin. There 
were, when the census was taken in 1891, 
22,657,000 widows, almost onesixth of the 
entire female population. Of these 13,870 
wore under four years of age, 60,040 between 
five and nine, 174,500 between fifteen anid 
thirty-iour. The manifold evils of this state 
of society may be imagined, but can not be 
described. If offers great temptations to vice. 
It burdens a large number of families. It 
constrains widowers, if they marry to take 
child wives, for others are not to be had, and 
it is no unusual thing for men of thirty or 
even fifty yaars of age to have wives of eight 
or ten. 

In such a condition of society the education 
of women found no place; though highly 
valued for men, and carried by some very 
high in literature and philosophy, it was, 
as we have said, even in its simplest ele- 
ments, regarded not only as unmecessary but 
dangerous for women. A pumdit here ana 
there taught a bright amd favorite child, but 
probably not one girl in 25,000 was ever in 
any sense educated. 

This was the condition of female society 
when England, with surprise, found herself 
mistress of this magnificent Empire, and when 
missionaries began their divine work. The 
actual condition of things came but slowly to 
be understood, and yet more slowly to. be 
dealt with, for their hands were full of 
pressing preliminary work. Their course was 
most difficult and dangerous, and naitive sen- 
timent was suspicious, reticent, and hostile 
to change. Happily, in spite of allthis, a 
good beginning in every direction has been 
made, and gives great promise for the future. 
It is as when the sweet and gracious influ- 
ences of springtime have begun slowly to 
work in nature toward the beauty and fruit- 
fulness of summer, 


By what slow and even painful processes 
the missionaries tried to teach girls as _ well 
as boys; how, meeting with little success, 
their wives tried girls’ schools, and by fem- 
inine witchery and all manner of gentle de- 
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vices, could only induce a few small children 
of the lowest castes to venture on a precar- 
ious attendance; how they tried boarding- 
schools, and finally zenana instruction—all 
this can not now be told. It is a pathetic 
story, and one full of interest and import- 
ance; a story of quiet, persistent, unobtrusive 
love in which angels would delight. This only 
can here be stated. Three great factors haive 
mainly contributed tio: the change . 

1. The usages and policy of the English 
race aS an object lesson to a singularly intel- 
lectual and observant people. 

2. The general influence of Christianity as 
taught by missionaries. 

3. And above all, the highest education 
given im all the Anglo-Indian colleges and 
schools to the elite of the upper classes and 
castes in all the most important cities of the 
empire. 

The early methods employed for reaching 
women up to the middle of the century have 
gradually been enlarged in a manner surpris- 
ing even to the native themselves, and hiard- 
ly expected by the missionaries. The move- 
ment is not general, but where missionaries 
have labored for a few years, and the kind of 
schools named have been active, the condition 


of women has been greatly improved. For 
instance. 
1. Some of the worst usages nave been 


abolished or greatly resitricted. Infanticidie 
was prohibited in 1802. Suttee in 1829. Fe 
male education was undertaken by the gov- 
ernment in 1850. The remarriage of widows 
legalized in 1856. The age of consent 
raised in 1891. On questions on which pub- 
lic opinion rather than legislative action must 
bring about a change, there is a marked ad+ 
vance. The most influential classes 
advocating the restriction, if not abolition, 
of child marriage; the encouragement of fe- 
male education, more mespect, and greater 
freedom for women; the humane treatment of 
widows and their remarriage, and the prohi- 
bition at least of Kulin polygamy. Each one 
of these steps points to a beneficent revolu- 
tion affecting the happiness of many millions 
of women, with reflex advantages tio the mala 
population. 

2. It is a hopeful sign that in spite of the 
force of ancient customs, the suspicion and 
distrust so general, and the restraining influ- 
ence of large masses of the population, there 
is a gneat desire on the part of so many to 
respond to Christian effort. For instance, com- 
mon schools for girls are better attended anid 
are often earnestly desired. Schools of a bet+ 
ter class are here and there formed. Natives 
spontaneously form and manage girls’ schools. 
Native Christian Bible-women and European 
ladies usually find free access to read the 
Scriptures, to explain Christian truth alike 
in towns and villages, amd are dombly' wel- 
come if possessing medical skill. 

3. The greatest sign of change is 
zenana movement. 
more 


in the 
No dwellings were ever 
jealously guarded. No women were 
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ever kept in such bitter, dreary ignorance. | 
remember the time, even in Calcutta with its 
immens2? population, and many thousands of 
well-educated and highly intellectual native 
gentlemen, with the gracious status of Eng- 
lishwomen before their keen amd observant 
eyes, when no missionary’s wife could have 
gained access to a single zenana to instruct 
the ladies and teach Christian truth. Now 
there and elsewhere 40,500 such homes are 
open; in many of them several women as 
well as children are taught. Nor is this all. 
In a large number of similar houses mission- 
ary instructiom is now given by native Wwo- 
men, and by men to their wives. 

4, The advance of education will be seen 
from the following figures, although all in- 
formation previous to the mididle of the cen- 
tury is approximate only. In 1855 the Rev. 
J. Fordyce, the actual founder of zenana visi- 
tation, estimated the number of girls at 
school throughout India to be about 5,000 
or 6,000, one in every 15,000 females! In 
1878, the number was 78,678; in 1887, 213,- 
428; and in the government census report for 
1891 were (women) : 


Learning ... 


WUE catisge tN tat do comseetes 197,662 
BT QGV EEC 2) tree ete os. ok seek Peed ees 543,495 
Li biterete et oti Me te tence 127,726,768 


The movement for tthe elevation of women 
had its origin chiefly in the exertions of the 
missionaries, and they ‘have been the leaders 
in every subsequent forward movement. The 
advance they have made in recent years will 
be seen in the following table; for before 
1870 lady missionaries, and the zenanas open 
to them, were very few. 


1871. 1890. 
Foreign Female Teachers .... 370 yale 
Native Christian Female 
EPBACHOES, cca) Ure hatte ceistses nets 837 3,278 
Girls? Day Schools’ 2::-.7.. .... 664 LOT 
Day Scholars.:.5....°..0..... « 24,078 °62,414 
CT DUATING He embers. aed ie 2,905 1,784 
Zenamas visited .... .... ..... 1,800 40,513 
The advance thus far made is gratifying, 


especially if the difficulties 
progress be considered. 

5. But how much remains to be 
plished ! 

The females under instruction are 197,662, 
but the illiterate are 127,726,000. There is 
but one Protestant lady missionary to about 
190,000 of her sex ! Probably not one zenana 
in a hundred is open to Christian visitation. 
Not one-fourth of the 715,000 of the villages 
of the empire have ever been visited by a 
Christian lady; or one-half the entire popula- 
tion ever heard the Gospel message! Yet 
within the range of Christian benencence what 
one sphere is so vast a&nd important as the 
elevation of these despised and long-suffering 
women.—In Missionary Review of the World. 
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accom- 
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Life and Whrk. 


It is right to be contented with what we 
have, but never with what we are.—James 


Mackintosh. 
It is the height of folly to throw up at- 
tempting because you have failed. Failures 


are wonderful elements in ‘developing the 


character.—Ex. 


Fill your memory with ‘‘words of eternal 
life.’ You will need them in the dark and 
lonely hours of life. ‘when they will shine out 
like stars. They will speak in the solitude 
with infinite sweetness and power. 


"No, sir,’? said the rabid freethinker, ‘the 
idea that there is a God never for a moment 
has entered my head.’ ‘‘SSame way with my 
dog,’’ replied the deacon, ‘‘but he doesn’t go 
round howling about it.’’—Ohicago News. 


Men. have been rejected in considerable num- 
bers who sought enrolment in the U.S. anmy 
because they have what is called a ‘‘tobacco 
heart.?? There are many evil iruits which 
flow out ot ‘‘small vices,’’ unwisely adopted 
and needlessly continued. 


Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for 
whatsvever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap. For he that soweth to the flesh shall 
of the flesh reap corruption; but he ‘that 
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit 
reap lifa everlasting. 


Have you ever given the claims of the 
Lord Jesus a fair consideration ? Have you 
not dismissed the Gospel with a sneer quite 
unworthy of you? Have you not been 
afraid to look the matters between your 
God and your soul fairly in the face.—Spur- 
geon. 


I wish you would put down 1n your pock- 
et-book how much you spend per annum for 
Missions, and then calculate how much per- 
cent it is of your income.—Spurgeon. 


If we look down, then our shoulders stoop. 
If our thoughts look down, our’ character 
bends. It is only when we hold our heads up 
that the body becomes erect. It is only when 


our thoughts go up that our life becomes 
erect.—McKenzie. 
“All the world is better for every one 


who is living at his best.’? The effect of a 
true life nobly lived, even though it be in 
the obscurest corner of earth, will be felt 
as an uplifting power in this present world, 
and its influence will touch the uttermost 
bounds of eternity. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 


RECORD. SEPTEMBER 


A student who insisted that he had not 
a moment for Bible study, upon canvassing 
the subject found that he had nineteen 
hours a week unaccounted for, exclusive of 
Sunday, after taking an account of time for 
sleep, study, meals, recreation, etc. No small 
part of Hife is frittered away even by those 
who think themselves exceedingly busy men. 


He was wounded for our transgressions. 
He was bruised for our iniiquities; the chas- 
tisement of our peace was upon Him; and 
with His stripes we are healed. All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have turned 
everyone to his own way; and the Lord hath 


laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 


It is quite a mistake to think that ‘“‘cul- 
ture’? means to paint a little, to sing a little, 
to dance a little, and to quote passages from 
the latest popular books. As a matter of 
fact culture means nothing of the kind. Cul- 
ture means mastery over self, politeness, 
charity, fairness, good-temper, good conduct. 
Culture is not a thing to make a display of; 
it is something to use so modestly that peo- 
ple do not discover all at once that you have 
it.—Sel. 


Nothing is lost, but much gained, by being 
courteous and forbearing, kind and obliging, 
moral and iadustrious, loving and faithful, 
true and generous, noble and charitable as 
we mingle with those about us. If all acted 
in this way, how janglings, alienations, petty 
annoyances and misunderstandings would dis- 
appear, and peace, harmony, joy and  pros- 
perity abound ! . 


There are many young men in danger of 
drifting into a vain and worldly life through 
secularizing care and excitement. They should 
be on their guard against it, for when too 
late they will have reason to bitterly  la- 
ment it. There is no better protection 
against it than in engaging in some form of 
religious work and proving faithful thereto. 
—Pres. Jourmal. 


Are you outside of what is called ‘‘so- 
ciety ?”? You are to be congratulated. You 
are Saved from countless insincerities, heart- 
aches, and needless sacrifices. Your chances 
for life and happiness are greater by far than 
if you were a social queen. You will have a 
chance to develop domestic characters, to 
make real friendships to cultivate your minds; 
to say nothing of the difference it makes to 
an immortal soul preparing for eternity. The 
strain of competition in meeting the demands 
of society is wearing out some of our’ best 
women, and making them prematurely old. 
That is bad enough; but the worst of it is 
that as society is constituted to-day, minds 
are of very little account, immortal souls are 
of no account at all.—Sel. 
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FROM MERCHANT TO TRAMP, 


In the city of Philadelphia is a mission 
called ‘‘The Sunday Breakfast Association,’’ 
which each Sunday morning gives coffee and 
rolls to’the hungry. It is a pitiable sight— 
the hundreds who gather eager for the food. 
After the repast a gospel service is held, at 
several of which it has been my privilege 
to present the precious promises of the 
Master. 

At one of these meetings a worker said to 
me, ‘‘Do you see that old man in the second 
seat, the one with the pale face and white 
hair’ ?72 554° Yes = “Five years ago,’’ he con- 
tinued, ‘‘he donated itihese big coifee cans. 
He was a hardware merchant doing a good 
business. Then he was a moderate drinker, 
now he is a hungry, drunken tramp, drink- 
ing free coffee from the very can he domat- 
ed.’?’ The moral is plain—that is, what 
strong drink will do.—Banner of Gold. 

Shall Canada on the 29th September decide 
to be a sharer in the tratiic that turns good 
citizens into tramps. 


AN AWFUL DEED. 


‘“‘Once upon a time a temperance reformer 
was aroused from his breakfast table by a 
Clapping on the door by a little bJue-eyed, 
fourteen-year-old boy. The child, thinly 
clad, asked the gentleman to visit the jail 
where the little fellow’s father was, and who 
was to be hanged that day. The gentleman 
did so, and in the afternoon the body of this 
father was carried to the hovel of his child- 
ren. 

On the arrival of the body, in a rude pine 
box, and after lamenting, the boy _ said, 
‘‘Come, sisters, let’s kiss papa before his lips 
are cold.’’ 

Imagine the scene. This father had _ killed 
their mother while drunk. The children gath- 
ered around the casket, kissing their dead 
father, and screaming in frantic tones, ‘‘O, 
father; O, father, you were good to us and 
mother, but whiskey did it.’’ 

And while these children lie on their bed 
at night, fatherless and motherless, with 
broken hearts and ruined home, with no eye 
to see them and no hand to care for them, 
save Jehovah’s, this nation boasts of its full 
treasury, large churches, and manly states- 
manship.”’ 

Many a home in Canada has been made 
sad by strong drink. Its work is only evil, 
and that continually. On the 29th Septem- 
ber the voters of Canada are asked to say 
whether they wish that traffic continued. 
Whoever votes for its continuance is in his 
measure responsible for the results that will 
follow that continuance. Whoever stays at 
home and does not use his vote to abolish 
it, is responsible in his measure, for the evils 
that will follow if it be not abolished. 
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A SHARP LETTER. 


Nothing relieves the mind sometimes like 
writing a man a letter. It i+ said that Se 
cretary Stanton was once greatly vexed be- 
cause an officer had refused to understand 
an order, or, at all events, had not obeyed. 

“I betieve I?ll sit down,’’ said Stanton, 
“and give that man a piece of my mind.’’ 

“Do sa,’’? said Mr. Lincoln, “‘write it now 
while you have it on your mind. Make it 
sharp; cut him all up.’’ 

Stanton did not need a second invitation. 
It was a bone-crusher that he read to the 
President. 

“That’s right,’? said Abe, ‘‘that’s a good 
one.’’ 

“Whom can I get to send it by ?” 
the secretary. 


mused 


“Send it !’’ replied Lincoln, ‘‘send it ! 
Why, don’t send it at all. Tear it up. You 
have freed your mind on the subject, and 
that is all that is mecessary. Tear it up. 


You never want to send such letters; I ne- 
ver do.’’ 

There was a world of wisdom in Lin- 
coln’s suggestion. Write your letter; free 
your mind; out with it; and then put it in 
the drawer a week, and then read it over 
and burn it up and say no moreabout it 


AN INFIDEL ORATOR. 


The ‘‘Kamsas City Times,’’? a secular paper, 
gives us its estimate of the character of the 
foremost infidel of the age. 

‘‘He has made an immense fortune assail- 
ing with tongue and pen the Master who 
taught that charity was the greatest of all 
virtués. He has been charging people a dol- 
lar a head for years to hear him eulogize im 
rythmic phrases tne ennobling influences of 
brotherly love, of charity, of home, of neigh- 
borly kindness, and of country; and to in- 
form them that the Christ, who crystallized 
and symbolized them all in his Lie andi teach- 
ings, is a myth, a fraud, and a creation of 
erafty hypocrites and persons of feeble 
mind. 

In all the time he has been making money 
{jn this way he has never endowed an asylum 
for the helpless in intellect; never eseablished 
a home for the sick, the aged, or the poor; 
and mever, so far as is known, given of his 
bounty to assist in the cause of educating 
the ignorant. He is full of professions of be 
nevolence and charity, but empty in perfor- 
maneces. He is a showy, entertaining char- 
latan, who has chosen the forum insitead of 
the circus ring to make money in. 

He has passed into the chestnutesque and 
reminiscent stage. His power to draw has 
waned into ome-nient stands. When he shall 
have passed away like a raindropon the 
river, Christ and the doctrines he taught on 
the Mount will still be with the people— 
helping, consoling, enlightening, and uplift- 
ing them with their saving grace, their sim- 
ple grandeur, and their ineffaceable truth.’’ 
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MABEL ASHTON’S DREAM. 


As the guests came together in the brilliant- 
ly lighted parlors, at the home of Mabel 
Ashton, that crisp wimter evening, there was 
nothing unusual in the appearance of the 
rooms to indicate that the party to which 
they had been invited was to be, in any res- 
pect, different from the round of gaiety to 
which they had been devoting themselves for 
the greater part of the winter. Indeed it 
had been the original intention of their lively 
young hostess that the only difference should 
be that her rooms should be more lovely, her 
music more stirring, her dancing more grace- 
ful, her late supper more delicious, than any 
that had gone before. 

She was a universal favorite Mabel Ash- 
ton; for, in addition to great physical at- 
tractiveness, her disposition was sunshine it- 
self. She was umselfish, tender-hearted and 
sympathetic almost to a fault, and in her 
plans for this party she had not. really 
thought as much of her own pleasure as_ of 
that given to others. 

The social circle in which she moved was 
most select. A young man or woman to be 
invited to join that circle must have a repu- 
tation both for integrity and for pure morals. 
More than half of the forty friends who came 
together that evening, were members of vari- 
ous churches, not a few of them active in vari- 
ous forms of church and mission work. Ma- 
hel hesself was a teacher in a mission Sab- 
bath-school, and quite prominent im Christian 
Endeavor. 

The few elderly people present felt well 
satisfie’ t > see the young people seeking their 
amusement in such irreproachable company. 
Surely there could be no danger where the 
son and daughter of the Rev. Mr. Stoddard 
and the two daughters of Elder Smith were 
allowed to attend. 

Some of the guests, as they greeted their 
young hostess, noticed an unusual degree of 
nervousness in her manner, but, attributing 
it to the excitement of preparation and an- 
ticipation, thought no more of it, and all 
were soon engaged in conversation and in 
making up their cards for the various dances 
of the evening. The musicians were in their 
places, and the young people beginning to 
wonder why the signal was not given for 
the orchestra to strike up, when Mabel Ash- 
ton, her sweet face flushed and pale by turns, 
took her stand near the musicians, amd, after 
closing her eyes for a moment, during which 
the room became perfectly still, in a vcice at 
first trembling but soon elear and steady, she 
said 

‘Friends, I know you will think me _ very 
queer, but before we do anything else I must 
tell you a little story. I had a dream last 
night, which has made such an impression on 
my mind and heart that I must tell it to 
you. I dreamed that to-night had arrived, 
and you had all assembled in these rooms, 
when there came to the door, and was ush- 
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ered in, a guest who seemed strangely famil- 
iar and yet whom [ could not recognize. He 
had a rare face, peaceful, yet a little sad in 
its expression, and his eyes were more pene- 
trating than any that I had ever before seen. 
He was dressed in neat yet very plain cloth- 
ing, but there was something in his appear- 
ance which marked him as no ordinary man. 

While I was trying to think where I had 
seen him, he advanced to me, took my hand 
and said gently: 

‘You do not recognize me, Mabel ?’ 

Surprised at such a form of salutation from 
a stranger, I could only say: ‘Your face, 
sir, seems familiar, yet I cannot recall your 
namé,’ 

‘Yet I am one whom you have invited here 
this evening, or, I should rather say, one to 
whom both you and your parents have ex- 
tended many invitations to be present here 
whenever I am able to come. You have even 
invited me to make my home here; and I have 
come to-night to join your little cumpany. 

‘I beg a thousand pardons,’ I replied, ‘but 
you mystify me all. the more, and 1 beg that 
you will relieve me by telling me whom I 
have the pleasure of greeting.’ 

Then he offered to my view the palms. of 
his hands in which were scars as of nail 
wounds, and looked me through and through 
with those piercing yet tender eyes, and I 
did not need that he should say to me: EL 
am Jesus Christ your Lord.’ 

To say that I was startled would be to ex- 
press only a very small part of my feeling. 
For a moment I stood still, not knowing 
what-to do or say, Why could I not fall at 
His feet and say with all my heart: ‘I am 
tilled with joy at seeing you here, Lord 
Jesus ?’ With those eyes looking into mine 
I could not say it, for it was not true. For 
some reason, on the instant only half com- 
prehended by myself, I was sorry He _ had 
come. It was an awful thought, to be glad 
to have all the rest of you here yet sorry to 
see my Saviour and Lord! Could it be that 
I was ashamed of Him, or was I ashamed of 
something in myself ? 

At length I recovered myself in a degree 
and said: ‘You will wish to speak to my 
parents, I am sure.’ 

‘Yes, Mabel,’ as He accompanied me to 
where my father and mother sat gazing in 
Surprise at my evident confusion in greeting 
the unexpected guest; ‘but I came this even- 
ing chiefly to be with you and your young 
friends, for I have often heard you speak en- 
thusiastically in Christian Endeavor meetings 
about how delightful it would be if you could 
have me visibly present with you.’ 

Again the blush came to my cheeks as the 
thought flashed through my mind, to-morrow 
night is prayer-meeting night, I should have 
been delighted to see Him then. But why 
not to-night on this pleasant occasion ? 

I led Him to my parents, and, in a some- 
what shame-faced fashion, introduced Him. 
They both gave a start of amazed surprise, 
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but convinced by His appearance that there 
was no mistake, my father recovered a_ de- 
gree of self-possession, bade Him welcome, of- 
fered Him a seat, remarked that this was an 
unexpected pleasure, and then, after a some- 
what lengthy pause, explained to jesus that 
his daughter Mab2l, being very closely occu- 
pied with her studies, and having little va- 
riety in her life, had been allowed to invite 
a few friends in for a social evening, with a 
little quiet dancing by way of healthtrul exer- 
cise. Her friends were all of the very choic- 
est, and he felt that this was a very harm- 
less amusement, which the Church had come 
to look upon in a somewhat different light 
from that in which it was viewed forty years 
ago. By removing the objectionable feature 
of bad company it had now made this plea- 
sant pastime a safe indulgence for its young 
people, 

As my father stammered out, in the  pre- 
sence of Jesus, these words of apology, which 
had often fallen from my own lips, I felt 
myself flushing crimson with shame both for 
my dear father and myself. Why should he 
apologize at all for what he considered un- 
questionably right? And how hollow it all 
sounded there in the presence of the Lord ! 
Did not Jesus know that my studies were 
not so pressing but that I could keep late 


hours, sometimes several nighits in the week, 
at parties ? 

‘‘Then Father, anxious to relieve my evi- 
dent embarrassment, said: ‘I am sure we 


can leave these young people safely to them- 
selves, and nothing would please me so well 
as to take you, my Lord Jesus, off into my 
study for a talk.’ 

‘No,’ said Jesus, ‘Mabel has often invited 
me, and I came to-night especially to be 
with her. Will you introduce me to your 
friends, Mabel? Some of them I know, but 
some I do not know.’ 

Again that miserable uncomfortable feel- 
ing came over me. Why could I not reply: 
‘It will afford them and me the greatest plea- 
sure ?’? Because, for some reason, I could not 
feel pleased, I feared you would not feel 
pleased, and I dared net in that Presence use 
the polite but untrue phrase. I simply said: 
‘Certainly, if you wish.’ 

Of course, all this time, you, friends, were 
looking much in our direction, wondering at 
our embarrassment, and, perhaps’ guessing 
that we had been made uncomfortable by the 
arrival of a not altogether welcome guest. 

I led Him first to some of the church mem- 
bers among you, and there was not one of 
you who looked as comfortable after the in- 
troduction as before. 

As it became known who tne guest was 
faces changed color, and some of you looked 
very much as if you would like to leave the 
room. It really seemed as if the church mem- 
bers were quite as unwilling-to meet Jesus 
as those who were not Christians. 

One of you came up quietly and whispered 
to me: ‘Shall I tell the musicians not to 
play the dance music, but to luok up some 
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sacred piec+s ?’ Jesus caught the question, and 
looking us both squarely in the face He sim- 
ply asked, ‘Why should you ?’? and we could 
not answer. 

Some one else suggested that we _ could 
have a very pleasant and profitable evening 
if we should change our original plans and 
invite Jesus to talk to us. Again He was 
met with that searching look and that search- 
ing question: ‘Why should My _ presence 
change your plans ?’ 

‘‘After I had introduced the Lord Jesus to 
you all, and no one knew what to do next, 
Jesus turned to me and said: 

‘You were planning for dancing, were you 
not ? It is high time you began, or you can- 
not complete your programme before day- 
light. Will you not give the word to the 
musicians, Mabel ?’ 

I was at my wits’ end. If my original plan 
was all right. His presence ought only to add 
joy to the occasion; yet here “were all my 
guests, as well as myself, made wretchedly 
uncomfortable by the presence of Him whom 
most of us called our best friend. 

Determined to throw off this feeling and be 
myself, at His word I ordered the musicians 
to play for the first dance. ‘I'he young man 
with whom I was engaged for that dance did 
not come to claim me, and no one went upon 
the floor. This was still worse embarrass- 
ment. The orchestra played once more, and 
two or three couples, more to relieve me than 
for any other reason, began to dance in a ra- 
ther formal fashion. 

I was almost beside myself with shame and 
confusion, when the Lord Jesus turned to me 
and said: 

‘Mabel, your guests do not) seem at ease, 
Why do you not as their hostess, relieve their 
embarrassment by dancing yourself? Would 
it help you any if I should offer to dance 
with you ”’ 

My confusion gave way to an expression al- 


most of horror, as I looked into those _ ten: 
derly sad eyes and cried : ‘You dance! You 
cannot mean it !’ 

‘Why not, Mabel’? If My disciples may 
dance, may not I? Did you think all this 


winter, when you and others of My disciples 
have gathered for the dance or the card party 
or at the theatre, that you left Me at home 
or in the church ? You prayed for My pre- 
sence in the prayer-meeting; you did not quite 
want it here; but why not, my dear child ? 
Why have you not welcomed me_ to-night, 
Mabel? Why has My simple presence spoiled 
your pleasure ? Though I am ‘a Man of sor- 
rows and acquainted with grief,’ yet I de 
light to share and increase all the pure joys 
of My disciples. Is it possible that you leave 
Me out of any of your pleasures, Mabel? If 
so, is it not because you feel that they do not 
help you to become like Me and to glorify 
Me; that they take your time and_ strength 
and thought to such an extent that you have 
less delight in My Word and in communion 
with Me? 2 

You have been asking, ‘What’s the harm ?? 
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have you asked ‘What is the gain ?’ Have you 
done these things for the glory of God ?’ 

“Tt was all plain to me now. Overcome 
with self-reproach and profound sorrow, I 
threw myself on the floor at His feet and 
sobbed out my repentance. With a ‘Daughter 
go in peace, thy sins be forgiven thee, He 
was gone. I awoke and found that it was 
all a dream. 

And now I want to ask you, friends, shall 
we g0 on with the programme to-night, or 
-_ shall we take these lists which we have pre- 

pared and discuss for a time with our part- 
ners the question: ‘What can young people 
do to make the world better for their having 
lived in it.’ ”’ 

As the vote was unanimous in favor of the 
latter plan which was followed by other 
wholesome recreations, and as the _ social 
evening, closing promptly at midnight, was 
declared the most delightful of the winter, it 
is safe to say that the Lord Jesus had sent 
that dream for others beside Mabel Ashton. 


MY BIBLE—YOUR BIBLE, 


A certain pastor was one day called to the 
house of a man whose wife was dangerously 
sick and hurrying toward the grave. She was 
a believing Christian and anxious for the end 
to come, but her husband was an atheist. He 


did not hinder the minister’s visit, but he 
himself took no interest in what they read 
and spoke. 

When the last hour came, the atheist stood 
at the deathbed of his wife. With her last 
strength the dying woman drew a_ small 
English Bible from under her pillow and, 


holding the book, which was much worn and 
often bedewed with her tears, up to her hus- 
band, she said to him ; 

“Do you know what book this is ?”? ‘‘Yes, 
it is your Bible,’’ answered he. But she said, 
“yes; ‘Theis, my; Bible, cit), ise Map alice his 
book converted me, raised me up, strength- 
ened me, saved me. I am now going to Him 
who gave it to me; there I need it no more. 
Give me your hands > and with these 
words she placed it in his hands, pressed them 
together, and said: 

“Do you know, dear husband, what I am 
doing ?’’ ‘‘Yes, my dear, you are giving me 
your Bibl>.’’ ‘‘No, I am giving you your 
Bible; God ordered me to give you this sweet 
legacy before I die; keep it, read it! Will 
you not promise me to do this ?”? ‘Yes, my 
dear.’ 

Three weeks had passed, and the woman 
was lying in her grave for some time already, 
when one day her husband entered the minis- 
ter’s study, weeping like a child. 

“Oh, my friend !’’ cried he; ‘‘now I under- 
stand what my dying wife meant; yes, it is 
my Bible; and every word is written for me. 
Day and night I read in this Book and thank 
God that it ‘is my Bible. And now I beg 
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congregation, to 
“Gladly,”’ 


you to take me into your 
which my happy wife belonged. 
answered the minister. 

There was joy with the angels of God over 
this man who had come, not with objections, 
not with questions, not with doubts, but 
with his Bible, which was as precious to him 
as if God had given it to him directly from 
Heaven.—Lutheran Witness, 


“PROHIBITION AND “PERSONAL LI 
BERTY.” 


Complete personal liberty is impossible. 
Men cannot do as they please in this world. 
There are too many other men in the world 
who have wills and minds of their own; and 
when we suppose the way is clear to do as 
we like, we presently encounter hindrances 
and difficulties which are insurmountable. 

The pilot of a steamship, passing out of 
any of our great seaports, cannot steer 
where he pleases or as he likes. There are 
other craft afloat. There are vessels before 
him and behind him, vessels shooting across 
his course, tugs darting hither and thither, 
ferry-boats crossing to amd fro, and if he 
simply shuts his eyes and undertakes to do 
as he pleases, there will be wreck and ruin, 
death and destruction. 

In this world it is not given to any man 
to act in entire independence of those around 
him. ‘“‘We are members one of another,’’ 
and are bidden to be ‘‘subject one to am- 
other.’? Eph. iv. 25; 1 Peter v. 5. We are 
to “look not every man on tis own things, 
but every man also on the things of others.”’ 
Phil. ii. 4. We are to ‘have compassion 
on the ignorant, and on them that are out 
of the way.’? Heb. v. 2. We are to be pi- 
tiful and courteous; and if we will heed the 
admonitions given us in the Word of God, 
we shall yet find opportunity) for a reason- 
able exercise ‘of personai preference and per- 
sonal judgment. 

But all must be held subject to the provi- 
dence of God and the necessities which may 
arise, and often to the will of other people. 
‘‘None of us liveth to himself, and no man 
dieth to himself.”? Rom. xiv. 4. independ- 
ence is not the portion of mortals in this 
world. They must learn the lessons of pa- 
tient waiting, of long-suffering, of self-denial 
and self-abnegation. They must learn to 
keep the great command, “‘Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself,” and when they 
walk in subjection to the will of God they 
find in the end greater delight, greater peace, 
greater prosperity than they might ever hope 
for in doing their own will. 

Christians, more especially. have some- 
thing to do in this world besides pleasing 
themselves. ‘‘Even Christ pleased not him- 
self,’? and his servants are biddem each to 
“please his neighbor for his good to edifica- 
tion.’? Rom. xv. 2, 3.—Sel. 
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FORM OF BEQUEST. 


“T leave and bequeath the sum of,—[the amount being written in words, not in 
figures|—to the ....... ch.nie ph beatae tage Fund of the Presbyterian Church in Canada,—(Here 
state whether Eastern or Western section)—and I declare that the receipt of the 
Treasurer for the time being, of the said........................2und, shall be a good and 

ufficient discharge to my Estate and Executors.”’ 


THe ‘CENTURY’S PERIOD’ 


THE WESTMINSTER, the great Canadian 
home paper, makes an extraordinary ‘‘ End 
of the Century’’ offer. Illustrated an- 
nouncement number just issued. Sample 
copy free. It’s worth having. Send name 
on post-card. Address, 


THE WESTMINSTER, 
TORONTO. 


Literary Wotices. 


Life of James Henderson, M.D., one of the 
earlier medical missionaries to China. It is 
an autobiography, brief but very good. It is 
now out of print, the only remaining copies 
available are for sale by William Drysdale & 
Co., Montreal. 


The Old and Valued ‘‘Independent’’——for 
long one of the world’s best Weeklies, now 
comes in quality as good as ever, and in 
shape better. It is im magazine form, a week- 
ly magazine for two dollars a year. ‘‘The 
Independenit,’? New York. 


‘‘Bible Characters,’’ by Rev. A. White, of 
Free St. George’s Ch., Edinboro. A new vol- 
ume of these most interesting and instructive 
addresses hias been received from the William 
Drysdale Co., Montreal. To those that haive 
read the previous volume they need no intro- 
duction. To new readers they willbe no 
disappointment, 


The MacMillan Company, New York, is 
now issuing the New Testament part of its 
‘‘Modern Reader’s Bible’’ series. The aim is 
to give the Bible as a book for to-day. The 
Separate Books are printed in small neat vol- 
umes, with introductory notes. The Gospel 
according to Matthew has been recaived at 
this office, and others are ready. 


The Second Camadian Edition of ‘‘The Ideal 
Life,’? by Rev. Henry Drummond, with Mem- 
orial Sketches by Ian Maclaren, and W. Ro- 
bertsion Nicoll, has just been published by 
The Flemming H. Revell Co., Toronto, at 
$1.25. There are fifteem addresses by Drum- 
mond on great, practical, themes covering as 
many outstanding phases of the Christian 
life. 


The Flemming H. Revell Co., Toronto, have 
just published, at 75 cents, ‘‘Father John 
of the Greek Church,’’ by Rev. Alexander 
Whyte, DD. It consists of an Appreciation 
and Introduction, by Dr. Whyte, and a series 
of selected passages from Father John’s writ- 
ings, on very practical subjects: prayer, for- 
giveness, true science, home life, The Golden 
Rule, etc. Father John is one of tne pillars of 
the Greek Church, still living, highly honored, 
and very worthy. 


Presbyterian Cburcb in Canada, 


Published by Authority of 


The General Assembly. 


The Presbyterian Record, 50c. yearly. Five or 
more to one address 25c. each. 

The Children’s Record, 20e. yearly. Five or more 
to one address 15c. each. 

The Teacher’s Monthly, 50c. yearly. Five or 
more to one address 40c. each. 

The Home Study Quarterly, for 8.8. Scholars 
20c. yearly. Five or more to one address 10c. each. 
The Home Study Leaflet.—Cerresponding to the 

Home Study Quarterly. 6c. yearly. 

The Primary Quarterly, for the Little Folks, 
Illustrated, 20c. yearly. Five or more to one address 
10c. each. 

The Primary Leaflet. — Corresponding to the 
Primary Quarterly. 6¢e. yearly. 


Terms, payment in advance. 
ubscriptions at a proportionate rate may begin at any 
time, not to run beyond December. 
All orders for the above publications, but not for any 
ethers, to be addressed to 


Rev. E. Scott, 
Presbyterian Offices. 
MONTREAL, 


S.S. LESSON HELPS 


FOR i899. 


Beginning with the first issues for 1899, 
the S.S. Lesson Helps wiil be issued in 
Toronto. 


All communications referring to S.S. 
Helps for 1899, should be addressed to 


Rev. R. DOUGLAS FRASER, 


592 Markham St., 
TORONTO. 


THE MOST NUTRITIOUS 


EPPS’S 


CRATEFUL—COMFORTINC. 


COCOA 


BREAKFAST AND SUPPER. 
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YHOBODQODOOS 


DOQVOVHLOHOHOHOH® 


Yery Short-Sighted. 


The man is a very short-sighted man who 
does not realize that to be insured for profits 
with a class of men who, on theaverage, are 
likely to liveto a good old age is a decided ad- 
vantage if the Company, besides se’ecting its 
risks carefully, is in other res, ects well and 
carefully managed. 

The best risks shoul i have thé lowest pre- 
miums or the largest profits. 


FOGADOHLOHOH®: 


seal 


Total Abstainers are the 
Best Risks, and 


Tle TEMPERANCE #2 GENERAL 
LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY, 


is the Total Abstainers’ Company. 


| SV 


TLCGOCHOCSCSGOCGOSGWVGOF DODODDOQOHDODHOODOHE 


/— 


No other Company offers them insurance on 
as favorable terms, 33 bd 


S.C Teo 


MONEY TO LOAN ON EASY TERMS. 


HON. C. W. ROSS, President. 
H. SUTHERLAND, Man. Dir 
HEAD OFFICE: GLOBE BUILDING, 
TORONTO, ONT. 
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DO 


When you lie down close your eyes, with a 
short prayer,-commit yourself into the hands 
of your faithful Creator, and when you have 
done, trust Him with yourself, as you musit 
do when you are dying.—Jeremy Taylor. 


God’s treasury, where He keeps His child- 
ren’s gifts will be like many a mother’s 
store of relics of her children, full of things 
of no value to others, but precious in His 
eyes for the love’s sake that was in them.— 
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Who, seeking for himself alone, ever em+ 
tered heaven ?—Caroline Seymour. 


“Live and let live,” is a good maxim, 
but ‘live and help live is a better.’’ 


The world is but a vestibule of am immort- 
al life. Every action of our lives touches on 
some chord that will vibrate in eternity. 


Any man’s fall in mature years can be 
traced to some fault he has always allowed 
in hiniself. 


“Only what we have wrought into our 
characters during life can we take away with 
us.’’—Humboldt. 


As he is the best Christian who is most 
humble, so is he the truest gentleman that 
is the most courteous.—Trapp. 


“When one has eome to seek the honor 
that comes from God only, he will take the 
withholding of the honor thaic comes from 
men very quietly indeed.’’--George Mac- 
Donald. 


_We can be thankful to a friend for a few 
acres, or a little money; and yet for the 
freedom and command of the whole earth, 
and for the great benefits of our being, our 
life, health, and reason, we look upon our- 
selves as under no obligation.—Seneca, 


Out of suffering have emerged the stronug- 
est souls; the most massive characters are 
seamed with scars; martyrs have put on 
their coronation robes glittering with fire; 
and ‘hrough their tears have the sorrowful 
first seen the gate of heaven.—E. H. Chapin. 


Nothing is sweeter than love, nothing 
more courageous, nothing higher, nothing 
wider, nothing more pleasant, nothing full- 
er nor better in heaven and earth, because 
love is born of God and cannot rest but in 
God.—Thomas A. Kempis. 


Let us not forget that live is brief; that 


time hurries; that the hour is critical; and 
that what we do to make our memories of 
earth beautiful in heaven, and heaven itself 
more populous for ever, must be done with 


noble service, with generosity, with sacrifice, 
with love and with prayer, and done at 
once. 

Carrying the spirit of Christ into our every- 
day life and manifesting it in all we say and 
do is the great duty and the high privilege 
of every professed Christian. In this way 
the humblest as well as the most disting- 
uished man and woman can alike do valiant 
service for our divine Master and his cause 
on earth.——Religious Telescope. 


Take hold, my son, of the toughest knotp 
in life and try to umtie them; try to be 
worthy of man’s highest estate; have high, 
noble, manly honor. There is but ome test 
of everything, and that is, is it right? If 
it is not, turn right away from it.—Henry 
A. Wise. 
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Watchman, what of the night? The this truth, and perhaps one of the grandest 


morning cometh, from thé night of sin and 
suffering and sorrow and wrong, and if 
the vision of the Psalmist seer is a picture 
of millennial dawn, then seldom in human 
history has that day brightened so rapidly 
as during the past three or four months. 
The summer has brought civil and religious 
freedom to more of the world’s down-trod- 
den millions, ten times over, than were de- 


clared free by Lincoln’s pen nigh two 
score years ago. 
The victory of the United States over 


Spain has opened the door of civil and re- 
ligious freedom to a score of millions’ in 
the West Indian and Philippine Islands. 
The more recent victory of the British far 
up the Nile means freedom to unknown mil- 
lions in the Dark Continent. In 1834 Bri- 
tain freed the slave, throughout her own 
Empire, the first nation to take that 
step. In 1898 she has_ given the final 
blow to the slave trade of the world. This 
latter fact, of itself, marks one of the great 
epochs of human history in the triumph of 
righteousness. 

Other tokens there are, forerunners 
better day, in China, Candia, Canada. 


of a 


Though the hand of God may not be so ap- 
parent in the national issues of to-day as it 
was in the history of Israel, the principles of 
His moral Government are ever the same. 
Blessed is the nation whose leaders recognize 


scenes amid the horrors of the war, more 
striking even than the President’s proclama- 
tion calling for a national thanksgiving, was 
that of the officers and men of one of the 
American battleships at Santiago, at the re- 
quest of their venerable and beloved com- 
mander, standing for a time with bared, 
bowed, head, in the first flush of victory, in 
silent acknowledgement of God as the Giver 
of their triumph. 


After the 29th, what? Active. earnest 
work, no matter what the day may bring 
forth. If in the vote of the 29th, a major- 
ty say they do not wish to prohibit the 
traffic in strong drink, then the immediate 
duty will be to make the best of the laws 
we have and to seek to get better ones. 
It is a time for special work, because peo- 


ple are interested as never before. The 
whole country is thinking and talk- 
ing about the traffic and when men are 
thinking is the time that work for’ truth 
and right always yields best results. 

But if the 29th give victory, then there 


must be diligence in following up that vic- 
tory and making it yield best results, both 
in the way of legislation and in the leaven- 
ing of public opinion to make that legisla- 
tion as effective as possible. People are 
thinking about the matter and blows tell 
best with iron hot. 
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PASTORAL LETTER BY THE MODERA- 
TOR OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


To the Ministers, Sessions and Members of 
the Presbyterian Church in Canada: 
Dear Brethren: 

In the Report of its Committee on Aug- 
mentation presented to the General Assem- 
bly at its meeting in Montreal in June last 
there is the following, among other recom- 
mendations: 

“That the Assembly should require that 
in all congregations in which the contribu- 
tions are taken through Missionary Asso- 
ciations, schedules, and such like methods, 
a Sabbath shall be set apart early in the 
year, and this year not later than Septem- 
ber 18th, in which information shall be 
fully given to our people, and the desire of 
the Assembly emphasized that there shall 
be increased and hearty support given to 
this Scheme. That in congregations where 
a Sabbath day collection is relied upon, it 
be required that similar information be 
given on either the first or second Sabbath 
preceding that on which the collection is 
to be taken. That information such as may 
be the basis of the appeals thus to be made 
be supplied to all Ministers and Sessions 
through a Pastoral letter to be sent by the 
Moderator of Assembly.’’ 

It was agreed by the Assembly to ‘‘re- 
ceive the Report, express gratitude to the 
Great Head of the Church for the continued 
progress and helpfulness of the work, and 
endorse the action of the Committee in 
placing: on the Augmented list so large a 
number of Missions that have been strenu- 
ously pressing forward.’’ 

‘“‘In view of the increased responsibility 
thus incurred it is resolved: (1) .To adopt 
the estimate. of the Committee, and to au- 
thorize an expenditure for the year not ex- 
ceeding $28,000 for all purposes. (2) To 
adopt the recommendations embodied in 
the Report (page 99), and commend them 
to attention and sympathetic action on the 
part of Presbyteries, Sessions and Minis- 
ters. (3) To authorize the Committee to 
secure temporarily the services of one or 
more suitable persons, who, acting in co- 
operation with, and assisted and facilitated 
by Presbyteries and Sessions, shall seek to 
advance the interests of the Seheme,_ es- 
pecially by securing better financial me- 
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thods, and more harmonious application of 
the Committee’s regulations in aid-receiv- 
ing congregations.’’ 

It is in compliance with these instruc- 
tions of the Supreme Court of our Church 
that the Moderator issues this letter. 

Tt is not necessary to dwell upon the his- 
tory, importance, principles and aims. of 
the Augmentation Scheme, which for four 
years has been a distinct organization of 
the Church. Wrought at one time as part 
of the work of the Home Mission Commit- 
tee, more lately through a sub-committee 
known as the sub-Committee on Augmenta- 
tion, it was, in 1894, separated from that 
Committee, and entrusted to the manage- 
ment of one under the name of the Aug- 
mentation Committee. The late Rev. D. J. 


Macdonnell, of St. Andrew’s Church, To- 
ronto, by appointment acted as its Con- 
vener, and the duties of the position, and 


the interests of the Scheme, had his diligent 
and efficient services till he was removed to 
the eternal world. Dr. Robert Campbell, of 
Renfrew, has succeeded to his place, and he 
has brought to his work in connection with 
it experience gained by long service on the 
Home Mission Committee, and his acknow- 
ledged skill and energy. 

Proceeding on the principle that the 
strong should help in supporting the weak 
—a principle acknowledged and practised in 
all circles of society from the most intimate 
to the most remote, which was early 
brought into operation in the history of 
the Christian Church, which has ever since 
prevailed, and is likely to be continued to 
the end—its aim is that those persons and 
congregations with whom God has been 
dealing liberally in his Providence should 
come to the help of those who are in the 
fellowship of the saints with them, but 
who, through lack of means, are not able 
to attain to that great privilege, the stated 
administration of word and ordinance by a 
minister whom they can call their own. 

It has been judged, and it is presumed 
that the wisdom of the judgment will not 
be called in question, that a salary of at 
least $750 per year, with manse, for a mar- 
ried man, and $700 for an unmarried man, 
not requiring a house, is as little as should 


be received by any one who. is 
settled in a charge, in view of 
the time and outlay spent in  pre- 
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paring himself for the ministry, and of the 
demands of various kinds made upon him 
in that position. This holds in respect of 
the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec, but 
there are reasons for a somewhat more lib- 
eral treatment of those who are called to 
labor in the North-West. In order to be 
placed, or continued, on the list of Aug- 
mented charges, congregations, except un- 
‘der certain special conditions, must contri- 
bute, at least, $450 per annum to their 
ministers’ stipend ($500 in cities, Manito- 
ba and the North-West) anda inanse, or 
rented house, or make an allowance of $50 
($100 in cities) per annum, towards i..'1se 
rent; and not less than at the rate of $4.50 
‘per communicant, or $8 per’ family, in 
cases where the disproportion of members 
to families is exceptionally large or small, 
‘towards stipend, at the same time  contri- 
buting to the Augmentation and other 
Schemes of the Church. Let it be testified 
to the credit of such charges that they have 
almost, if not entirely, fulfilled the obliga- 
tion laid upon them, and that their liberal- 
ity has been greater than in the generality 
of self-supporting charges, the average con- 
tribution of the latter being $8.07 per fam- 
ily, and $4.44 per communicant, and _ of 
the former $11.32, and $6.34. 

At the 1st April of the present year there 
were 156 congregations on the Augmented 
list, there being only 8 Presbyteries of the 
40 in the field which had none, namely, 
Whitby, Superior and Edmonton. The total 
number of families inthe 154 Augmented 
charges for the year ending with the March 
previous was 8,244, with 1,284 single per- 
sons, representing a population of about 
42,404, of whom 14,743, or about one- 
third, were members in full communion. 
The amount of stipend promised by these 
charges was $93,383, giving the average 
per family and communicant above stated; 
and there were also contributed to _ the 
Schemes of the Church $21,957.73, or an 
average to each charge of $142.60. Manses 
were provided in 97 instances. 

That ample safeguards are provided 
against undeserving congregations being 
placed or continued on the list will be ack- 
nowledged when it is stated that applica- 
tions are in the first place subjected to a 
careful and rigid scrutiny by the Presby- 
tery within whose bounds the charges are 
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situated; that there is also a Committee in 
each Synod before which each must come 
yearly, thus supervising the action of 
Presbyteries; and finally, that there is a 
Committee of Assembly, before which each 
one is discussed in all its details, and the 
fullest pains taken to ascertain and decide 
upon its merits.. 

The history of the Scheme shows that it 
vyhas accomplished praiseworthy ends in very 
many cases, and it may be said in every 
Presbytery, it has helped Mission Stations 
to attain the standing of settled charges, 
and many of these charges to become self- 
sustaining. Did circumstances permit full 
proof of this could be adduced by an _ in- 
duction of examples. Reference is made _ to 
instances mentioned in the Report of the 
Assembly’s Committee for last year, and 
there are several charges now on the Fund 
which in a year or so will decline any fur- 
ther grant and fall back upon their own 
resources; and it is to help them in their 
efforts, and to allow of others being taken 
on from Mission Fields, and which are 
sadly in need of aid, that this appeal is 


made to your judgment, your heart, and 
your liberality. 

Ministers and Sessions are respectfully 
asked to examine the Financial Statement 


of the Augmentation Committee as it ap- 
pears on pages 106 and 107 of the appen- 
dix to the Printed Minutes of last Assem- 
bly. It will be there seen that there are 
only 2 Presbyteries in the Provinces of On- 
tario and Quebec that had no Augmented 
tharges. It will also be seen that there are 
13 Presbyteries that. have contributed to 
the Fund less than they have drawn from 
it, and that 10., or reckoning in the 2 with- 
out charges, 12, more. Even in some _in- 
stances in which the amount’ contributed 
has been largely in excess of the amount 
‘drawn, there was room for giving on a 
larger scale. Every minister and Session, 
and let us add Presbytery, is earnestly 
asked to examine the list, and solemnly in- 
quire as to duty in the circumstances. 
During the past year the Committee, as 
the Report states, have been unable, 
through want of funds, to gratify their de- 
sire to receive all deserving applications, 
and grant the help sought. The importance 
of the claim was felt; the force of the argu- 
ments pleaded in their behalf was acknow- 
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ledged; and the benefit that would accrue 
to the Church was foreseen, but it was not 
in their power to move in the direction in- 
dicated. 

Special sympathy was felt with the Mis- 
sion carried on for so many years in the 
North-West. In the Synod of Manitoba and 
the North-West Territories there were at 
latest date 24 augmented charges, of which 
6 were vacant, but had the revenue of the 
Augmentation Fund permitted there were 
about 20 more Missions prepared to go up- 
on the list, and thus have the higher place 
of settled charges; and the prospect was 
that, in a short time, they would become 
self-supporting. Here is a wide field from 
which an appeal comes for your’ earnest 
sympathy and help; and, in responding, you 
will contribute to the prosperity of the 
Church and the welfare of the whole re- 
gion. 

Encouraging reports come from the Sy- 
nod of British Columbia, with its 5 Pres- 
byteries, in only one of which there is no 
augmented charge. -That Synod endorsed 
the judgment expressed by the Presbytery 
of Kamloops ‘‘that the recent introduction 
of the Augmentation Scheme has given a 
wonderful impetus to church work in those 
congregations, where they have been en- 
abled by the help of the Fund to cgll a min- 
ister of their own, and have him regularly 
settled down there, and has stimulated 
other Mission congregations as well.’’ And 
that Synod, further, enjoined Presbyteries 
‘‘to hold annual conferences on the subject 
of Augmentation interests, and that an ¢n- 
deavour be made to have some of our best 
occupied Home Mission Fields transferred 
to the Augmentation list as a forward 
step in their development.’’ From this it 
will be seen that in the remote west the 
value of the scheme is felt, and the verdict 
will be entirely borne out by the experience 
‘of the east. 

It will be remembered that the Assembly 
has authorized the committee to incur an 
expenditure for all purposes of not more 
than $28,000. The true income of the pre- 
vious year was $22,000, which was a de- 
crease of more than $1,000 on the year be- 
fore. The average yearly income is about 
$23,000, so that the sum required for the 
year now running is some $6,000 more than 
for the preceding year, and $5,000 more 
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than the average revenue. That this 
amount will be required is absolutely cer- 
tain. It will be cruel if augmented charges 
are disappointed of any portion hf the 
grant promised them after the most care- 
ful consideration and effort to bring down 
to the minimum of expenditure. How much 
pain and pinching to ministers in charge, 
and what discouragement to the congrega- 
tions to which they minister ! Can you 
think of it without having your compas- 
sions stirred and the purpose formed that 


you will come to their help ? 


In the section of the Church covered by 
this Augmentation Scheme there is a con- 
stituency of 80,700 families, and of 159,- 
749 communicants, say 160,000. An aver- 
age contribution of 35 cents by each fam- 
ily, and of 17 cents by each communicant, 
would raise the sum required. Let’ these 
figures be taken into serious consideration 
by Ministers and Sessions, and lead to pro- 
per action. Last year some of the Presby- 
teries and congregations could have con- 
tributed fully three times what they gave, 
and, it is presumed that, in view of the 
prosperity with which God has blessed our 
land their ability this year is greater. Let 
them hear the cry of those in need ‘“‘come 
over and help us,’’ and of the Giver of their 
worldly substance and religious privileges, 
as he points to this Scheme and presses 
its worth and necessities, ‘‘Go forward.”’ 

That you may be enabled to honor’ the 
Lord with your substance and the first 
fruits of all your increase in this as_ well 
as in other appeals made to your Christian 
sympathy and liberality, to come up to the 
Scripture rule of giving as the Lord has 
prospered you, and to experience the force 
of the words of Jesus, ‘‘it is more blessed 
to give than to receive,’’ is the earnest 
prayer of 

Your devoted Servant, 
ROBERT TORRANCE, 
Moderator of General Assembly. 


Guelph, 1st September, 1898. 
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Real things are seldom seen. Thought, 
faith, hope, love, the only lasting realities, 
belong to the invisible. Sight-walking is 
but a morning exercise, while walking by 
faith is a constant journey. 
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THE SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH, WEST. 
Notes by Rev. Dr. Warden. 
1. Home Missions. 


To enable the Committee to keep pace 
with the growth of population, and to open 
up new fields, as well as to furnish regular 
supply during the whole year, $82,000 will 
be required. As the amount received from 
Great Britain and Ireland is likely to be 
much less than for the last two or’ three 
years, greatly increased contributions will 
be required from our own Church. 


2. Augmentation of Stipends. 


This scheme is now under a Committee 
distinct from the Home Mission Committee. 
Last year the normal revenue was not equal 
to the amount required to pay the grants 
in full. It is earnestly hoped that this year 
the scheme will be liberally sustained, and 
that the whole sum required, $28,000, will 
be obtained. 


3. Foreign Missions. 


The amount required this year from the 
congregations, etc., of the Church, for the 
ordinary work is $65,000, fully $5,000 in 
amount required by the Foreign Mission 
from the same source. While the amount re- 
quired for the Woman’s Foreign Missionary 
Society is $45,000, it is to be borne in 
mind that this is entirely distinct from the 
amount reudired by the Foreign Mission 
Committee of the Church. The Woman’s 
Foreign Missionary Society raise’ their 
money chiefly by means of the Auxiliaries 
and Mission Bands connected with the So- 
ciety. 

4. French Evangelization. 

The estimate $35,000, includes the am- 
ount required for the Central Mission 
Schools at Pointe-aux-Trembles, and for the 
general work of education and colportage, 
besides what is necessary for the mainten- 
ance of the French congregations and Mis- 
sions. 

5. Colleges. 

Since the abolition of the Common Fund 
in 1888, congregations contribute to one or 
more of the Colleges, as they think well. 
The amount required for each of the Col- 


leges is given. It is hoped that every con- 
gregation in the Church will contribute for 
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theological education, and that the full 
amount required may be got. The sum ask- 
ed for Knox College, because of necessary 
repairs to the building, etc., is $5,000 more 
than was got last year, so that largely in- 
creased liberality is necessary. All congre- 
gations, including those in the Maritime 
Provinces, are expected to aid in making 
up the amount required for Manitoba Col- 
lege. 
6. Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund. 


A misapprehension exists in the minds of 
many as to the needs of this Fund, the im- 
pression being that it is abundantly ample 
to meet all demands. The reverse is the 
case. The expenditure last year would 
have been nearly $3,000 in excess of the re- 
venue, but for some special contributions, 
and it may become necessary to reduce the 
present small annuity given to widows and 
orphans. To prevent this, the congregation- 
al contributions should be fifty per cent in 
excess of those of last year. Special atten- 
tion is called to this matter. Ministers’ 
personal rates are payable in advance, on 
November ist, for the year then beginning. 
Only the widows of those whose rates are 
paid up regularly are entitled to benefit 
from this Fund. 


7. Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund. 


The additions made to the List of Annui- 
tants by the Assembly from year to year, 
demands increased liberality on the part of 
congregations. Last year 84 annuitants re- 
ceived benefit and the year closed with a 
deficit of $3,238 in the ordinary fund. Ta 
make good this deficit and meet the expen- 
diture of the current year the sum of $24,- 
500 will be required, if the annuitants are 
to receive full benefit under the rules. Of 
this sum it is estimated that $7,590 will 
come from interest and rates, leaving the 
balance—$17,000—to be contributed by con- 
gregations. Ministers’ personal rates are 
payable annually on or before the fifteenth 
of January for the year ending on the 
thirty-first of March following. 


8. Assembly Fund. 


In addition to the expenses immediately 
connected with the meeting of Assembly, 
and the printing of the annual ,volume of 
Minutes, this Fund has to bear all expenses 
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connected with Committees who have nv 
fund of their own, such as the Committee 


on Distribution of Probationers, Church 
Life and Work, Statistics, etc. There is 
also an annual charge on account of the 


general expenses of the Presbyterian Alli- 
ance. As the large bulk of the expenditure 
(printing of the Minutes, etc.) has to be 
- met in July and August, it is hoped that 
congregations will remit for this Fund at 
the earliest possible date. 


Needed for the Year’s Work, West. 

Home Missions, $82,000. 

Augmentation of Stipends, $28,000. 

Foreign Missions, $65,100. 

Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society, 
$44,460. 

French Evangelization (including Pointe- 
aux-Trembles Schools) , $35,000. 

Colleges, viz: Knox, $12,000; Queen’s 
$4,000; also deficit of $9,000) , $13,000; 
Montreal, $5,000; Manitoba (exclusive of 
amount from Synods of Manitoba and Bri- 
tish Columbia) , $5,000. 

Ministers’, Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund 
(over and above Ministers’ Rates and In 
terest from Investments) , $10,000. 

Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund (over 
and above Ministers’ Rates and Interest 
from Investments) , $17,000. 

Assembly Fund, $6,000. 

The above statement of schemes, West 
is intended to guide Presbyteries and con- 
gregations in the amount at which they 
should aim, as well as in the appropriation 
of their contributions. It is very desirable 
that Presbyteries should at an early meet- 
ing give special attention to this matter, 
and carefully consider what. amount they 
should assume, and then apportion this 
amount among the several congregations 
within their bounds. In Presbyteries 
where this has been done, and where the 
supervision of each scheme has been com- 
mitted to some one member of Presbytery, 
the results have been generally much more 
satisfactory than when left to each congre- 
gation to give as it pleased. 


The congregations in both Eastern and | 


Western Sections of the Church contribute 
for French Evangelization, Manitoba Col- 
lege, and the Assembly Fund; the amounts 
named for the other schemes are for the 
Western Section alone. 
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Facts to Remember. 


An average contribution over the whole 
Church of $2 per member would provide 
the total amount required for the Schemes, 
Many congregations will, of course, greatly 
exceed this average. It is hoped that an 
earnest effort will be made to reach the 
average in every congregation. 

Mission Stations, as well as congrega- 
tions, are enjoined by the Assembly to con- 
tribute to the Schemes of the Church. This 
will be found helpful to them as well as to 
the work. 

On more than one occasion the Assembly 
has recommended that Missionary Associa- 
tions should be organized in every congre- 
gation. Where these do not exist the As- 
sembly -has appointed collections to be 
taken up during the current year as fol- 
lows :— 

French Evangelization, 4th Sabbath July. 
Mome Missions, 4th Sabbath August. 
Colleges, 4th Sabbath September. 
Ministers’ Widows’ and Orphans’ 

8rd Sabbath October. 

Assembly Fund, 3rd Sabbath November. 

Manitoba College, 8rd Sabbath December. 

Augmentation Fund, 8rd Sabbath Janu- 
ary. 

Aged and Infirm Ministers’ 
Sabbath February. 

Foreign Missions, 2nd Sabbath March. 

Quite a number of congregations fail 
every year to contribute to one or more of 
the Schemes of the Church. Last Assem- 


Fund, 


Fund, 3rd 


bly instructed Presbyteries to take this 
matter into consideration, at their first 
meeting after the Assembly rose, and en- 


deavor to secure the organization of an ef- 
ficient Missionary Committee in every con- 
gregation and Mission Station within 
their bounds, so that a contribution may 
annually be obtained for every Scheme. 

Heretofore about two-thirds of the entire 
contributions for the Schemes of the Church 
have been received during the last three 
months of the ecclesiastical year. This ren- 
ders necessary the borrowing of large sums 
of money to meet salaries and other dis- 
bursements, entailing heavy expenditure for 
interest. To obviate this, the General As- 
sembly recommends all congregations to 
forward their contributions quarterly. The 
books of the Church close promptly on the 
81st March, 1899. 
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Our foreign Missions. 


Here is an item from the New Hebrides to 
be carefully and thankfully weighed. ‘‘On 
the twelfth of the month, in June, writes 
Dr. Annand, ‘‘we had our half-yearly com- 
munion service, a spiritually refreshing sea- 
son to us. Seven of our students, and one 
woman, sat down at the table for the first 
time. Ninety-two of us in all partook of 
the supper. A collection of two guineas, 
was taken in aid of the Institution. For a 
few days before the Sabbath, the lads were 
busy during their play hours in searching 
land and sea for anything that we mission- 
aries would buy, so that they might obtain 
a little cash for the collection plate. Cocoa- 
nuts and fancy coral were the objects upon 
which they realized.’’ What an example _ to 
us in Christian lands are these New Hebri- 
des student lads, working and planning 
for days that they may have something to 
put on the collection plate at the -ommun- 
ion; and making their collection so large. 


A month later, end of June, Dr. Annand 
writes : ‘‘The lad mentioned, as dying, in 
my May letter, died on the day that’ the 
letter was printed. Three hours after death, 
we laid his body to rest in our’ burying- 
ground; the first student to sleep’ there. 

The health of our large family is now fair- 
ly good. At present fever and sores are the 
chief complaints. 

Fine weather having set in, cleaning the 
coffee plantation, and making ready for 
other planting fully occupy the hours for 
manual labor. Early in the month some two 
hundred yards of white coral walks were 
completed, which add to the comfort and 
the cleanliness of the station. 

The studies of the pupils have been pro- 
secuted with commendable diligence, and 
progress therein has been made. With many 
of them, however, the hour at football is 
decidedly the most populfr hour of the day. 
They go at that game with greater vigor 
than they go at their studies. Their bare 
feet prevent them hurting one another, but 
sometimes the toes suffer from contact 
with stones. Still we scarcely need the 
Georgia law here as yet. 


A STEP FORWARD IN DEMARARA. 
By Rev. J. B. Cropper. 


Our school and meeting house at Helena 
was opened on Sabbath, the 10th of July. 
On Saturday, the 9th, I went up to Hel- 
ena and received the building from the car- 
penter, and made arrangements for the ser- 
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vice on the following day. Benches and a 
table were kindly lent us by the Parish 
minister (Church of Scotland). 

We (Catechist and I) spent the Sabbath 

morning holding an open air service on an 
adjoining estate; after which we came _ to 
the meeting house. People were late in ar-" 
riving, which at first caused me a _ little 
uneasiness. With our East Indian, time is 
of comparatively little importance, and to 
arrive half an hour or more late is a mat- 
ter of very small detail. 
’ They did gather, however, and we had a 
fair number—twenty-three grown persons 
and thirty-one children. They were all 
greatly interested in the service and listen- 
ed attentively as I tried to explain and ap- 
ply Solomon’s beautiful prayer at the de- 
dication of Israel’s temple. There was also 
much satisfaction apparent, as I impressed 
on them that this was their own church, 
and not merely one to which they were in- 
vited and in which they were permitted 
to worship. 

Five of the adults and eight of the child- 
ren were Christians, and most of the others 
were persons with whom we have been lab- 
oring. 

Seven children were brought in for bap- 
tism; and _ our little Christian community 
was increased by that number. There are 
many hundreds of East Indians in the Dis- 
trict; and when the settlers take up _ their 
allotments there will be many more. 

It was only a small, unpainted wooden 
building with borrowed benches; only a 
borrowed table with a pocket handkerchief 
spread on it, and a borrowed silver basket 
for a baptismal bowl; only a handful of 


poorly clad people; but I felt as I have 
seldom felt before. 
There had been much difficulty and  fre- 


quent disappointment in obtaining a site; 
and much delay in the putting up of the 
building. Our Catechist had worked for 
thirteen months and more among the peo- 
ple without a place, except his own room, 
in which to invite them to assemble. There 
had been much sickness and poverty and 
consequent despondency among the few who 
tried to settle on their allotments. 

But now a definite point was reached,— 
site secured, building erected, and dedicat- 
ory service in progress. From among the 
hundreds round there was gathered a little 
band with clean clothes and happy faces. 

Some were already of the number who 
make up the visible Church, and the rest— 
at least they were joining with the visible 
church then in her worship. Our _ church 
had entered upon proprietory rights on the 
South American Continent, and the first 
service was being conducted in her own 
building. 

The future of the Church ? The future of 
the people ? ? The future of the cause of 
Christ ? ? ? 
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NOTES FROM TRINIDAD. 
By Rev. W. L. Macrae. 


Princestown, Trinidad, 25 Aug., ’98. 
Dear Mr. Scott: 
Two of the converts from heathenism in 
this district during the past year are Fred- 
erick Chamansing and John Modi. 


Frederick Chamensing.} 


The former is a Nepalese of the Gorkha 
tribe. Nepal is a small independent State 
on the North-east of Hindustan, bounded 
on the North by Tibet. Its population num- 
bers about 5,000,000, made up of several 
tribes, of whom the Gorkha is one of the 
chief. The Gorkha is the military tribe, 
and hence Chamansing before coming to 
Trinidad was a soldier. 

His features, as his picture will show, re- 
semble that of the Chinese,—oblique eyes, 
fair complexion, and a comparatively hair- 
less face. This no doubt points to a_ simi- 
lar ancestry, as there is no intermingling 
between them and the Chinese. 

The Gorkhas are descended from Brah- 
mins and other Hindoos who migrated 
from Hindustan many years ago, and hence 
they are Hindoos and speak the Hindu 
language with a somewhat peculiar accent. 
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The few, however, who find their way to 
Trinidad bear evidence of having at least a 
mixture of Mongolian blood, which is quite 
distinct from that of the Arian. _ 

Nepal yet remains without the Gospel and 
without any means of education excepting 
that of the Hindu and _ Budhist priests. 
Heathen temples abound, with their perni- 
cious concomitants. The need of the Gospet 
is therefore very great. 

It has been suggested that Chamansing, 
when thoroughly trained for work, might 
be sent back to his own country as a mis- 
sionary. Being a native he would be ex- 
empt from the rigid restrictions imposed 
upon Europeans, and would thus have free 
access to his people. Of this, however, we 
shall wait and watch the leading of Provi- 
dence. He is now under training and we 
hope to see him become a soul-winner. 

John Modi was a Sadhu of the strictest 
sect. One of their many peculiar notions is 
that the nearer they approach to a_ state 
of nudity in dress the more virtuous’ they 
become. 


Johng Modi. 


The picture shows Modi in his Sadhu 
dress as he used to go about instructing 
his chitas or disciples. He is now clothed 
and in his right mind. He, too, is under im 
struction and is endeavoring to lead his 
erring countrymen into the light of the 
Gospel. 
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A UNIQUE FAMILY COLLEGE. 


It beats the World’s College Record for 
the proportion of families in attendance. 

“Bright and hopeful are the prospects of 
the Training Insitution,’’ writes Rev. Dr. 
Annand from Tangoa, New Hebrides, in the 
end of May. ‘‘There have been some things 
to keep us humble, and _ lead us to more 
watchfulness, and prayer. Two of our 
young men gave way under the tempter, 
and have been dismissed from the school. 
A third one is dying of consumption; while 
still another may soon require to leave us 
on account of his bad health. These things 
have a depressing influence upon all of 
us, and take away from our happiness in 
the work. . aera : int 

On the other hand, we have much _ to 
cheer and stimulate us in our duties. There 
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acres is giving promise of yielding some re- 
turn in two or three years more. House 
building has gone on until now we _ have 
thirty-one cottages for the accommodation 
of our large and increasing family. Twenty- 
seven pounds worth of copra was alSo made 
to help cover outlays. The lads have work- 
ed well, both at manual, and mental lab- 
ors. 

Class. work occupies twenty-two hours a 
week, exclusive of Sunday work and prayer 
meetings. A couple of hours more each day 
is supposed to be spent in learning lessons 
outside the school rooms. There is | little 
time allowed for idleness. Their leisure 
hours are spent, either in their own private 
gardens, or in fishing, or in attending to 
their own affairs: The whole place is a 
scene of active life and happiness. _ 

Owing to the large increase in the num- 


i 


New Hebrides Training Institution, Rev. Dr. Annand and some of his Students. 


are still sixty-three students, many of 
whom are bright active fellows. Some of 
them are earnest diligent Christian lads, 
striving to fit themselves for the work of 


guiding souls to Jesus. It is a pleasure to 


teach them, anda privilege to be their 
guide in seeking the truth. 
Twenty-one of these are married, and 


there are eleven children. Both men and 
women are being taught; but some of the 
mothers are so fully occupied with their 
babies that very little can be done for 
them in school. The women are instructed 
in the Bible, and in sewing, and the unin- 
cumbered ones are also taught house work 
and cooking. 

The men are engaged in manual labor, 
about seventeen hours a week. They culti- 
vate yam, taro, bananas, maize, and some 
vegetables. A coffee plantation of several 


ber of the students, and no special effort 
having been made by any of the churches to 
supply us with funds, the year closed with 
a heavy debit balance of £108:10:1. How- 
ever this is more apparent than real, as we 
have a considerable amount of trade on 
hand. We are largely indebted to the ‘“‘John 
G. Paton Mission Fund’’ for the means to 
carry on our work. Last year the income 
was as follows: from the ‘John G. Paton 
Mission Fund,’’ £252; from Canada, «37:- 
15:10; Victoria, £12; New South Wales, «17 
Otago, £5:18; New Zealand north, «4:5; 
friends in Britain, per Rev. T. W. Leggatt, 
£25:2:6; New Hebrides, £27:10:2; Institu- 
tion, £40; total income, £421:11:6. 

To show that they have confidence in the 
Institution, and have sympathy with us in 
our scarcity of funds, the brethren, at Sy- 
nod this year, made a collection amounting 
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to £22:7:6 to help to pay off arrears. The 
Synod also requested me to secure the ser- 
vices of a lady teacher, at a salary of £75, 
a year, to assist in drilling the students in 
the elementary branches of education. 

The Synod also sends out a recommenda- 
tion to all the churches, represented in this 
mission, to make a grant to our funds. All 
feel assured that when the usefulness, and 
the needs, of the Institution are fully 
known funds will be supplied to carry it 
on. Exclusive of salaries, the cost per stud- 
ent has not exceeded £6 a year, even in the 
initial stages.’’ 


TWO [PRINCIPALS AND THEIR STUD- 
ENTS. 


Principal King, of Manitoba College, Win- 
nipeg, and Principal Annand, of Tangoa 
College, New Hebrides, have points of like- 
ness in their life and work, some of which 
few other principals share. Both of them 
are training men for the ministry. Both of 
them teach practically the whole year. 
Both of them, in addition to teaching, have 
the business management of their Institu- 


tions, providing for the boarding of the 
students, and all that comes under the 
head of financial responsibility. Both of 


them were practically the founders of the 
Colleges over which they preside, the first 
and only principals, one appointed for that 
purpose by the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada, the other 
by the Mission Synod of the New Hebrides. 
Both are doing a splendid work, our work; 
let them feel and see that they have our 
hearty support. 

Do we compare or contrast the condition 
and work of the students. Those of both 
Colleges combine theory and practice. The 
New Hebrideans go out on Sabbath in 
groups to proclaim the Gospel to the heath- 
en in the bush; the Manitobans, to the 
settlers jon the prairie. The former are 
sometimes in peril from savages, the latter 
from blizzards. The former, many of them, 
have their wives at College with them, the 
latter prefer one thing at a time, College 
first, wife afterward. The former have 
small coral lime cottages to live in, the 
latter, the college building. For relaxa- 
tion, the former play football, the latter 
tennis. The former cultivate coffee, the lat- 
ter drink it. The former go barefoot the 
year round, the latter at night. 

The former, but one generation removed 
from the lowest savagery, the latter, ‘‘heirs 
of all the ages in the foremost files’ of 
time,’’ both are sitting humbly at the feet 
of Christ, and training for their life work 
of winning the world to Him. How thin the 
veneer of savagery on the one hand and ci- 
vilization on the other, that separates men, 
while beneath throbs a common humanity, 
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only waiting Christ to enter it, the Holy 
Spirit to sanctify it, to make both sons of 
God. 


FROM THE NEW HEBRI- 
DES. 


INCIDENTS 


The life of the missionary has its little 
breaks in the monotony. Dr. Annand, writ- 
ing in the end of June, says: 

‘“‘There is nothing of very special interest 
to report this month. A call from H. M. S. 
Mildura, and also from a small French in- 
ter-island recruiting labor vessel, were the 
only visitors from the regions beyond. 
From the former we learned that war had 
begun between the United States and 
Spain. Two months have now elapsed since 
our latest news left Sydney, consequently 
we are eagerly waiting for fresh supplies. 

A boat load of run-away laborers, from 
the French coffee plantation some eighteen 
miles east of us, arrived here one day this 
month. The evening before thirteen  per- 
sons, men and women, had stolen a_ boat 
and put to sea, hoping to reach the island 
of Pentecost, some fifty miles to the wind- 
ward. Instead of making their own home 
they were driven by the strong wind twelve 
or fourteen miles further away. After wea- 
thering a heavy thunder storm, and being 
fifteen hours at sea, they came into our 
harbor for shelter and food. They had 
started without either food or drink, and 
to make matters worse, some of them were 
ill with fever. 

Resting one night at Tangoa, they again 
started for home, but while awaiting fav- 
orable weather at Malo, they were all cap- 
tured, and taken back to the plantation. 
They complained of oppressive work, little 
food, and plenty of beating. Some of them 
also said that they had been kept beyond 
the term of their engagement. These were 
the reasons that they gave’ us for running 
away. 

On Saturday last two of our lads in 
crossing the harbor, ina small canoe, were 
swamped, but after swimming about for a 
time, they were rescued by other Canoes 
from the danger of sharks. 

The same evening, a couple of hours after 
dark, an alarm was sounded, that a woman 
in crossing the harbor had been carried out 
to sea by wind and tide. We set off to 
launch our boats and go in search. How- 
ever on going down the beach a short dis- 
tance, I found the missing one sitting by a 


fire with her husband cooking food. She 
had made the land there, drawn up _ her 
canoe, and, to appease her hunger, began 


to prepare some food. Sometime after her 
husband had found her there, and native 
like, instead of coming back to report her 
safety, sat down with her to discuss the 
cooking meal, and the events of the day.’’ 


898 
[DOL FESTIVAL IN HONAN. 
By our Missionary, Rev. J. Griffiths. 


Not long since Mr. Goforth and I took 
four days in which to visit acity forty 
miles from here at which a great idol-festi- 
val was in progress. 

After travelling from early morning until 
night in a Chinese cart (about as comfort- 
able as being tumbled downstairs in a dry 
goods box), we reached our destination, 
and found the brethren who had already 
gone from our other stations occupying the 
best available hotel in the city. They had 
rented the whole main building for a couple 
of weeks. 

But do not begin to imagine them extra- 
vagant, for the place would not be consid- 
ered a respectable horse-stable by many 
people at home, and the entire rental was 
only about three dollars. 

I wish it were possible for me to ade- 
quately describe the surging multitudes of 
heathen worshippers who filled the streets 
during those days. 


The Old Grandmother. 


The chief centres of attractions for them 
were two small mountains outside the high 
walls of the city. Upon one of these is situ- 
ated the temple of Lao Nai Nai (‘‘The Old 
Grandmother’’), who is supposed to have 
the power to grant male children to her 
suppliants, and upon this boon the China- 
man conceives his comfort and happiness 
in the future world to depend. This temple 
is the chief resort for the multitudes of 
worshippers, and especially for the thou- 
sands of women who yearly assemble _ to 
pour their entreaties into the deaf ears of 
the goddess. 

The Buddhist and Taoist priests, to save 
themselves the trouble of fighting over the 
spoils, have an arrangement by which in 
alternate years they gather in the revenues 
from the worshippers. 

Almost all the preaching at the ‘‘fair’’ is 
done either at the inn or on this _hill-top, 
and consequently the priests are very 
hostile. However, the crowds were more 
respectful and more willing to listen this 
year than ever before. 


Some ‘‘Ways That are Dark.’’ 


Upon this hill, too, in the vicinity of the 
temple, is displayed a scene of noise and 
activity that seems very strange to a for- 
eigner. Here a long line of booths is erect- 
ed on either side of the pathway leading up 
the hillside, where not only Chinese wares 
of almost every description, but also some 
articles of foreign manufacture, are sold. 

There, again, are great numbers with 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 


RECORD. 263 


their small stock-in-trade spread out on 
the dusty ground. Among these one sees 
thread, and other small articles, while one 
chap had a pile of old empty tins which 
had once held canned fruits and meats, and 
which he or his friends had possibly pur- 
loined from the premises of some mission- 
ary. Elsewhere, Chinese jugglers, ven- 
triloquists, tricksters, medicine-sellers, 
acrobats and peep-show men were busily 
and noisily engaged in their attempts to 
deceive and fleece unwary victims. 


Stones of Remembrance. 


About a mile distant from this hill is an- 
other, upon which are situated several tem- 
ples, and shrines, the principal one being 
to Lao Tien Yeh (‘‘The God of Heaven,’’ or 
‘Old Man of the Sky’’). Mr. Mitchell 
and I took about half a day to visit the 
score or more of such places on the latter 
hill, and many saddening sights we saw. 
As weclimbed the road leading to the 
mountain top we passed a couple of men 
struggling up with a nicely cut and _ en- 
graved stone, about as large as an ordin- 
ary tombstone. It bore the inscription, to- 
gether with the date, etc.: ‘‘Prayed for a 
son, and received the fulfilment.’’ Later on 
we saw the place where such testimonials 
are placed, and it looked as though all the 
stones from a large cemetery had been gath- 
ered and piled together. Some were quite 
large and fine, and all bore, among other 
records, the one inscription which I have 
mentioned. A building close at hand was 
also crowded with fancy scrolls, placards, 
etc., recording the goodness and faithful- 
ness of the ‘“‘Old Grandmother’”’ in granting 
a happy answer to her suppliant’s prayer. 


Looking Out For ‘‘Cash.’’ 


I cannot do more than briefly refer to 
three or four of the many places we visited 
on this mountain. The first was a temple 
to the goddess Lao Nai Nai before men- 
tioned. In it were a number of horrible 
and high-colored images about six or eight 
feet high, and apparently representing the 
twelve animals of the Chinese cycle—— the 
dog, ape, hog, cow, goat, dragon, tiger, 
serpent, etc. In front of the door, outside, 
were set some tables, and on these were a 
great number of little images of boys. As 
the people came crowding up to this place 
the priest in charge would, every few mo- 
ments, strike a gong and call upon them to 
prostrate themselves in the dust and strike 
their foreheads upon the ground. However, 
there was another part of their work which 
these evil-looking wretches of priests look- 
ed after even more sharply, namely, that a 
certain number of ‘‘cash’’ should be thrown 
by the worshippers into the baskets sitting 
at every temple and shrine. 


264 THE PRESBYTERIAN 


A Chinese ‘‘Bethesda ?’’ 


After a considerable climb up steps cut 
out of the solid rock, we next emerged into 
a small temple, likewise cut out of the so- 
lid rock; in it, and reclining on a shelf of 
rock, lay the figure of a man cut out of 
black stone. Those who visited this place 
were supposed to seek either the prevention 
or the cure of various ills to which human 
flesh (and especially Chinese flesh) is heir. 
This very desirable result was to be se- 
cured by leaving a sufficient quantity of 
cash lying upon that particular part of the 
god’s body which the worshipper wished 
cured or protected in himself or herself. 
Needless to say there was a considerable 
quantity of ‘‘cash’’ lying about—especially 
as a sly and vicious-looking priest stood at 
hand with aclub, ringing his gong, de- 
manding prostration, and refusing access 
to a higher temple until the dole of cash 
rang upon the stone floor. He even dared 
to demand that we offer the customary 
worship to his god, but after being inform- 
ed that we had no such custom he _ sub- 
sided into silence and did not further 
trouble us. 


The Temple of Spirits. 


Another place of interest was the temple 
of ten thousand spirits. Here a lot of hid- 
eous images, like those first mentioned, 
were ranged around the wall on the floor. 
Above them, fastened over all the walls, 
beams and roof, were a multitude of small 
images about a foot in length. Without 
seeing them, you could not imagine a frac- 
tion of the grotesque and ugly forms repre- 
sented. Festooned with cobwebs and sur- 
rounded with dirt and dirty worshippers, 
they produced upon us their only legiti- 
mate fitting result——disgust. 

Time and space forbid to tell of the var- 
ied gambling and other devices of the 
priests to secure revenues to maintain 
themselves in their filthy indolence. In two 
or three temples the lower half of the door 
was barred across, and a few feet within 
was suspended a large ‘‘edition’’ of a cop- 
per ‘‘cash.’’ It was about as large as a 
dinner plate, and had a hole about’ three 
inches square in the centre. In proportion 
as one succeeded in throwing his money 
through this hole it insured wealth—for the 
priest. 

Only one other place IT must’ mention. 
It was a colossal image of Buddha. 
Though in a sitting posture, it is sixty feet 
high, and is for the most part cut out of 
the solid rock on the face of a cliff. I not- 
ed that the fingers are about six feet long 
and other parts in proportion. The other 
three sides of the lofty temple which en- 
closes the image are built of brick, and one 
almost wonders how the Chinese ever man- 
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aged to put in place the heavy timbers 
which support the roof. 


NEW ZEALAND BEAUTIES. 


Not Nets but Nature’s. Dr. and Mrs. 
Annand have had a brief and much needed 
change from the constant moist and ener- 
vating heat of the New Hebrides and the 
wearing work and care of their large In- 
stitution, and have spent some _ weeks in 
Australia and New Zealand, for repairs, 
Mrs. Annand writes of the latter to a 
friend, 9 June: 

‘‘We reached home and work again about 


seven weeks ago, stronger after the rest 
and change. 
Our tour through New Zealand was a 


very pleasant one. The climate there is fine 
and bracing. Snow fell upon the moun- 
twice during our stay. 

We saw some very grand and beautiful 
scenery. I wish my descriptive powers 
were good so that I could take you a trip 
in fancy. 

Dunedin is beautiful, parts of it being 
built on terraces. The morning we landed I 
thought I had never seen so beautiful a. 
place, every thing so clean and _ trees and 
grass so fresh and fair. 

We spent a week at Queenstown, Lake 
Wakatipu; and the day after we arrived 
there we climbed to the top of Ben Lomond. 
The mountain is 5,700 feet high and _ the 
view from its summit is said to be the fin- 
est in the southern Hemisphere. 

The climb took us nearly five hours, but 
rich was the reward. Just opposite were 
the rugged mountain tops with their snow- 
clad peaks. Among them, like a setting of 
sapphire gems, lay the beautiful blue lake 
and the many baby lakelets; while far away 
below stretched the lovely Kawarau vailey 
with its green and fertile fields, an emerald 
sea. 

We travelled three hundred miles. by 
coach. Some of the time we were passing 
through parts of the country where there 
are no telegraph lines, and carrier pigeons 
are used instead. They are taken in the 
coaches and the drivers send them off to 
inform the hotel keepers how many guests 
they may prepare for. 

Some parts of the country are of surpass- 
ing beauty, the deep gorges draped from 
summit to base with the most lovely 
ferns. 

We visited the hot lakes and springs and 
enjoyed some of the baths very much. We 
saw some of the Maoris cooking their food 
in the hot ground and boiling their tea in 
tin cans placed in boiling springs. It seem- 
ed strange to see them doing this while only 
a few feet away the water cress was grow- 
ing. Some of the geysers were very fine. 
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Then there were the seething pits of boil- 
ing mud, with their unknown depths, some 
of them fearful to loek into. 

We met some very fine people during our 
tour, and shall not soon forget our visit to 
New Zealand, 

We spent the greater part of three weeks 
with dear Mrs. Geddie and Miss Geddie, and 
happy weeks they were. Mrs. Geddie is 
quite active and does much good among 
the poor of Melbourne.”’ 


NOTES FROM THE BHIL COUNTRY. 
By Rev. Dr. Buchanan. 


From private letters to Mrs. Buchanan the 
Record has been kindly permitted 10 make 
some extracts. 

Amkhut, 5 May, 1&&2, 

The tent has been simply like an oven. 
The leaves are off the trees, so that there 
is no shade, and no wind gets io us behind 
these hills; so that with the sun of the hot- 
test part of the season beating straight 
down on the tents and not a roof for shel- 
ter, only the cloth of the tent, you can 
imagine something of the heat while the 
midday hours last. The thermometer from 
115 to 130 degrees in the tent. 

So far as the building work is »oncerned 
I might without injury to it go to some 
cooler place for a little till the hottest of 
the season is past, but we are laying foun- 
dations here more important and more last- 
ing than brick and stone; the foundation of 
the Kingdom of God in the Bhil country; 
and as we are just now having special deal- 
ings by God among the people, I feel that 
when He works, that is a sign for me also 
to be busy. 

To-day, Nahilo, of whom I wrote you, 
and his wife came for medicine. The poor 
mother is afflicted with that terrible dis- 
ease leprosy. 

They came where we were working at the 
building. I was on the roof. He seemed at 
first ashamed to say he had come for medi- 
cine. He said he would work too. He did 
not know that I knew about his diseased 
family, that I had been praying for him 
and expecting to see him come along. 

He told me very timidly what he wainted. 
I took him to the tent, sat down with 
them in the shade, and asked about the 
woman’s history. Then I told them of the 
work the blessed Saviour came to do, how 
He lived and died for me and for’ them; 
and how He now stands and says to those 
in this world of sin and trouble and sick- 
ness and death, ‘‘Come unto me.’’ Their 
hearts were evidently touched by the Spirit 
of God. 

When the ointment was being applied 
they told me about Kalaya, their son, 
who also had something of the disease. 


only in Jesus and you may hear of 
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“Bring him over to me,’’ I said, and every, 
one of the family; to any that have any 
marks, we will give medicine that the dis- 
ease may be checked; and to those that 
have not any sign of the dread _ disease, 
we will try, by the blessing of God, to pre- 
vent their getting it.’’ 

Our Buru, who lives in Qua, a settlement 
very near here, and who has worked with 
us a good deal, is deeply interested. He 
spoke to me a few days ago about his mo- 
ther, who cannot see. 

I thought it might be cataract and told 
him to bring her along. Well, they came, a 
whole family of them; the old grandmother, 
father and mother, and the children. I 
looked at the old lady’s eye and how griev- 
ed I was to find complete loss of sight 
from that incurable glaucoma. 

I told them all of the wondrous Saviour, 
and then, especially to the old Bheel mo- 
ther, of the land where there is no dark- 
ness, ‘‘no night there.’’ I said to her, 
‘‘Mother, the great Father sees you in your 
loneliness and darkness and cares for You. 


Put your trust in Him and He will give 
you eyes to see when you get there.’’ 

This poor untaught mother Bheel said, 
‘‘You are the only great father I know, 
and I come to you,’’ I said, ‘‘I am _ only 


His poor servant.’’ 

I think I told you about Tungia, one of 
those living on the land given to the Mis- 
sion, and who had been with us and about 
us almost ever since we came, and who 
has been so deeply interested. He was sup- 
posed to be too much inclined toward 
Christianity and suffered some _  persecu- 
tion. Indeed it was repeated to me by a 
Bheel that he was to be killed during the 
‘‘Holi’’ when the Bheels all get drunk. 

For a while he seemed to keep a little 
more away from our meetings. But he has 
lately again been desirous of being ranked 
as one of the followers of Jesus Christ. 
God has been working with Him, and to- 
day we had the joy of baptizing him in the 
presence of others, as a professed follower 
of Christ, the first fruits of the Bheels from 
their native jungle. 

I am not at all surprised, though thank- 
ful to God, that we have had one received 
so soon, for I have believed for it, and I 
believe there will be others very soon. 

Nanko, the man who was bitten by the 
leopard, was present, and seemed much im- 
pressed. Three others profess to believe 
them 
and of others being received. Who would 
not gladly endure whatever there may be 
in our lot here, to gather in these gems to 
the Saviour’s name. 

God is working here. I see it everywhere 
and in all things. I often wonder what He 
will do next. As I said to one or two here 
to-day, ‘‘If we only work with God, fol- 
lowing his guidance, there will be a great 
ingathering here.’’ 


266 | THE PRESBYTERIAN 


Church Wotes and Wotices. 


CALLS. 
From Tilbury, Chatham Pres., to Mr. W. 
D. McPhail. 
From Morris, Manitoba, to Mr. G.S. 
Meldrew. 


From Charleston and Alton, Orangeville 
Pres., to Mr. James Barber. 

From Orangeville, Orangeville Pres., to 
Mr. R. W. Dickey. 

From Port Dalhousie, Ham. Pres., to Mr. 
W. Wallis, of Knox College, licentiate. 

From Treherne to Mr. D. Robertson, of 
Emerson, accepted. 

From Boston Church, Esquessing, to Mr. 
A. R. Gregory, ordination, 27 Sept. 

From Chatsworth, Ont., to Mr. J. Little, 
of Dornoch, Ont. 

From Knox Church, Sydenham and Hol- 
land Centre, Ont., to Mr. John A. Black. 

From Chatsworth, Ont., to Mr. John 
Little of Latona and Burns. 


RESIGNATIONS. 


Of Oakville, Tor. Pres., Mr. S. S. Craig. 

Of Tara, Bruce Pres., Mr. A. H. Kippen. 

Of Emerson, Win. Pres., Mr. BD. Robertson, 
Rev. Dr. Bryce is moderator of session. 

Of First Church, Vancouver, Mr. William 
Meikle. 

Of Bishop’s Mills and Oxford, Mr. 
Madill. 

Of Alice Mission, 
Knowles. 


James 


Pembroke, Mr. Robert 


INDUCTIONS. 


Into charge of Ballinafad and Caledon, 


Ont., Mr. George Milne. 

Into charge of Summerstown, Ont., 11 
Aug., by Glengarry Pres., Mr. J. Mathe- 
son. 

Into charge of Mooretown, Corunna, and 
Courtright, Sarnia Pres., Mr. W. D. Bell. 

At Southampton, Ont., Mr. H. Ellison, 
27 Sept. 


OBITUARIES. 


Rev. John Gallaher, was born in Ramel- 
ton, County Donegal, Ireland, 3 May, 
1845. He was educated in Queen’s College, 
Belfast, the Theological College, Belfast, 
and Magee College, Londonderry. He came 
to Canada in March, 1871, and soon after 
was inducted as pastor of Glenvale, MHar- 
rowsmith, and Wilton. In May, 1876, he 
was inducted into charge of St. John’s 
Church, Pittsburg, where he labored until 
May last, when he resigned from ill-health, 
removed to Ottawa, and after severe suffer- 
ing feel asleep, 12 August, aged 52 years. 
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PRESBYTERY MEETINGS. 


Synod of the Maritime Provinces. 


1. Sydney. 

2. Inverness, Orangedale, 27 Sept. 

8: °P. Eviv, Chitn,’ Ste d= te Nov. 02 eae 
4. Pictou, Barney’s Riv.,18 Oct.,2.30 p.m. 
5. Wallace, Hx. At Synod. 

6. Truro. 

7. Halifax. 

8. Lun. Yar., Lunenburg, 6 Dec. 

9. St. John. 

10. Miramichi, Newcastle, 27 Sep., 10 a.m. 


Synod of Montreal and Ottawa. 


11. Que., Sherbrooke,St. A., 18 Dec.,2 p.m. 
12. Montreal, Lachute, 11 Oct., 10.380 a.m. 
13. Glengarry, 

14. Ottawa, Ot., Bank St., 1 Nov., 10 a.m. 
15. Lan. & Ren, Crl,n Pil, 22 Nov.10.30 a.m 
16. Brockville, Kemptville, 13 Dec. 10 a.m. 


Synod of Toronto and Kingston. 


17. Kingston, Napanee, 13 Dec., 11 a.m. 
18. Peterboro,Pet.,St. P. 13 Dec., 9 a.m. 
19. Whitby, Oshawa, 18 Oct., 10 a.m. 

20. Lindsay, Lind., 20 Dec., 11 a.m. 

21. Toronto, Tor., Knox., 8 Tu. ev mo. 
22. Orangeville, Orangeville, 8 Nov. 

23. Barrie, Barrie, 27 Sep., 10.30 a.m. 

24. North Bay. 

26. Owen S., O. S., Div. Hall, 11 Oct. 

25. Algoma, Webbwood, March, ’99. 

27. Saugeen, Clifford, Kx., 138 Sep.,10 a.m. 
28. Guelph, Guelph, Kx.,15 Nov.,10.30 a.m. 


Synod of Hamilton and London. 


29. Ham., H., Knox, 3 Tu., Nov. 9.30 a.m. 
30. Paris. 

381. London, 2 Tues., Nov. 

82. Chat., Chat.,1st ch., 138 Dec., 10 a.m. 
83. Stratford, Strat., St., A., 8 Nov. 

84. Huron, Clinton, 8 Nov., 10.30 a.m. 
85. Maitland, Wingham, 15 Nov., 10 a.m. 
86. Bruce, Paisley, 13 Dec., 10 a.m. 

87. Sarnia, Alvinston, 6 Dec., 10 a.m. 


Synod of Manitoba and the North West. 


' 88. Superior, Fort Wm., 1st wk in March. 


39. Win., Man., Col., 2 Tu., Nov., bi-mo. 
40. Rock Lake. 

41. Glenboro, Glenboro, 1 Mon, Mar., ’99. 
42. Portage, P. la Pra., 1 March, ’99. 

43. Brandon. 

44, Minnedosa. 

45. Melita, Melita, 1 Tu., Mar., ’99. 

46. Regina, Regina, 21 Sept., 2.30 a.m. 


Synod of British Columbia. 


47. Calgary. 

48. Edmonton. 

49. Kamlooops. 

50. Westminster, Vancr, St. And., 6 Dec. 
51. Victoria, Nanaimo, St. And., 6 Dec. 
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Doung People’s Societies. 


THE ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE’S ‘PLAN 
QE S/T ODY.:* 
Conducted by Rev. R. D. Fraser, Convener. 


The Monthly Topics of the Plan of Study 
for 1899 will be issued very shortly. As in 
previous years they are arranged so as to 
be adapted to the various sorts of Young 
People’s Societies. They are usually set for 
the second weekly meeting of each month 
and the Topic is treated in the Record the 
month preceding, in order that Societies 
may have the materials for the meetings on 
hand well in advance. 

The special Topic Card for Presbyterian 
Y. P. S. C. E. Societies will be issued as 
before and will embrace uniform Topics, 
the Monthly Topics of the Plan of Study 
and the Questions on the Shorter Cate- 
chism for each meeting throughout’ the 
year. Price $1.00 per 100. 

Booklet containing the same matter 
also Daily Readings for the whole 
Price $1.50 per 100. 

Orders for Topic Cards and Booklets to 
be sent to the Convener, Rev. R. Douglas 
Fraser, 592 Markham St., Toronto. 


and 
year. 


Topic for the week beginning November 


13th: 


JOHN GEDDIE, OUR FIRST FOREIGN 
MISSIONARY. ISAIAH 60. 


Literature. 


Dr. George Patterson’s Life of Geddie is 
unfortunately out of print, but may be 
found especially in many ministers’ librar- 
ies and probably a few copies here and 
there in bookstores. It is full and valuable. 
At the time of his lamented death the au- 
thor was contemplating a new edition, 
which it was hoped might have been in 
time for use now. There is a valuable arti- 
cle on Dr. Geddie by Sir William Dawson 
in the Record of Feb., 1897. Sir William 
was one of Dr. Geddie’s early and most 
intimate friends. The ‘‘New Hebrides and 
Christian Missions’’ by Rev. Robert Steele, 
D.D., Jas. Nisbet & Co., will also afford 
information, not to speak of the well 
known Paton books. Dr. Paton’s Life, and 
Mrs. Paton’s Letters. The Reports of the 
General Assembly from year to year abound 
in interesting items. Mr. Greatheart, or the 
story of John Geddie’s Life, price 10c., 
from Mrs. Telford, 72 St. Alban’s St., To- 
ronto, is a good summary of his life. 

Special attention is drawn to the article 
by Mrs. Harrington, Halifax, Dr. Geddie’s 
daughter, and to the Reminiscences of Anei- 
teum following, by Mrs. Geddie, who shared 
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with her husband the perils, hardships and 
labors of the pioneer work in the New He- 
brides, and who is spending a busy and 
useful old age (she is now a great-grand- 
mother) in East Melbourne, Australia. 
Rev. Dr. Annand, who was one of Dr. 
Geddie’s successors in Aneiteum, writes re- 
cently of her: ‘‘She is still wonderfully 
strong and well, and does a good deal of 
work among the poor women of the neigh- 
borhood,”’ 
Programme. 


A simple arrangement of materials for the 
meeting may be made under the heads of— 
‘‘Geography,’’ or ‘‘Place,’’ ‘‘Ethnography’’ 
or ‘‘Race,’’ ‘‘Biography’’ or ‘‘Grace, the 
grace of God as manifested in and through 
the missionaries who have labored there. 


PARAGRAPHS. 
The Field and the Staff. 


1. There are now twenty-four missionar- 
ies and four associates on the roll of the 
New Hebrides Synod. ‘‘The John G. Paton 
Mission Fund’’ purposes sending out an- 
other missionary very shortly. The Mission 
Synod has asked the Melanesian Mission, 
which at present has no missionary on the 
three northern islands, Aurora, Oba and 
Pentecost, to give them over to _ their 
charge. If this request be complied with 
the Synod will then have the whole group 
under its care. Of the twenty-four mission- 
aries, eleven labor under the auspices. of 
the Presbyterian Church of Victoria. The 
remaining thirteen represent seven other 
Presbyterian Churches. Three of them are 
supported by our church. ‘‘The John G. 
Paton Mission Fund’’ at present supports 
two missionaries and two lay assistants; it 
undertakes the salary of the assistant at 
the Native Teachers’ Training Institution 
and maintains sixty native teachers, all at 
an annual cost of $7,000. 

The reports read at last year’s meeting 
of the Synod indicated that great progress 
had been made during the previous year. 
A decisive step in advance was taken by 
the Synod itself in the ordination of Epe- 
teneto of Aneityum as the first native pas- 
tor.—Foreign Mission Report, 1898. 


A Big Family. 


On December 29th last Dr. Annand, of 
Santo, writes from Melbourne :—Since our 
arrival in Sydney, the 9th Oct., we have 
been busy with social and public duties. We 
remained in New South Wales, for two 
months, as we had business to attend to 
there which detained us. Besides for a time 
the weather was too cold for us to. enjoy 
life further south. Now, however, we have 
more than island summer heat to endure 
even in Melbourne. 
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Before leaving Sydney we sent away food 
supplies to our family as follows —Two 
tons of rice, 800 lbs. of navy biscuits, 336 
Ibs. sugar and 20 lbs. tea. Also seventy- 
two shirts and seventy-two pairs of trous- 
ers to clothe them. We have now to get a 
ton of rice every month for them. Besides 


this we have to provide about six tons of — 


yams or taro every month to supply our 
ninety-five eaters. There are sixty-five pu- 
pils at the Institution (for the training of 
native workers) , twenty of them are mar- 
ried, and some of these have a child each. 

By last steamer we sent down to Tangoa 
a lad who was rescued from a New Guinea 
war party when he was only three or four 
years old, and was brought to New South 
Wales. He was adopted by a couple of 
Christians and sent to school for ten yeurs. 
He is now a fair scholar and desires’ to 
join our mission, so we have taken him 
into the institution. We hope to use him 
by and by as a junior tutor and _helper.— 
Foreign Mission Report, 1898. 


Rev. H. A. Robertson. 


Rev. H. A. Robertson reports :—It is now 
twenty-five years and nine months since 
Mrs. Robertson and I took possession of 
Erromanga in the name of the King of 
Kings. Our prayer the night the first 
‘Dayspring’’ left us here—the day of our 
settlement—was ‘‘Erromanga for Christ !’’ 
That prayer has been answered and to God 
be all the glory. Surely it is no small honor 
to succeed such men, in their work here, as 
John Williams, James Harris, James Mc- 
Nair, and the brothers, Gordon; and our 
Church, too, has been honored, for’ the 
Gordons, McNairs, as well as the present 
missionary and his wife, were all sent out 
and supported by the Canadian Church. 

Again, your three missionaries now in the 
New Hebrides have been twenty-five years 
each in the field, making a record, say for 
one laborer of seventy-five years, and if 
we add Dr. Macdonald’s, who joined the 
mission, when we did, we have four’ men, 
bringing up the record to 100 years _ for 
one man. And four of your mission famil- 
ies, namely, the Geddies, MacKenzies, An- 
nands and Robertsons toiled for a quarter 
of a century in this mission, or equal to 
100 years’ work of a missionary and his 
wife.—Foreign Mission Report, 1898. 


A Novel Method of Raising Funds. 


or since May, 1897, I 
have received on the island towards’ the 
Teachers’ Fund up to’ the present time 
(March 5, 1898) in sterling money, the 


During the year, 


sum of £44, and of this £4. 38s. 9d. was 
marriage fees ! I do not makea_ charge, 
but state our needs and say that if any 


man, young or old, whom I marry, is able 
and willing to give ten shillings, more or 
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less, for the Teachers’ Fund, it will be 
gratefully received andapplied to that 
worthy object, which they should all regard 
as a sacred duty to maintain. A_ few, 
chiefly young fellows, who get beautiful 
young brides (?), respond gracefully, and 
sometimes an old man who gets a young 
wife; and a short time ago the bridegroom 
gave 5s. and the bride came smiling up, af- 
ter the ceremony, with 5s. too. She seemed 
pleased with her bargain. Others of the 
men seem doubtful about it until they get 
better acquainted with their wives (many 
of them have never exchanged words with 
their life companion until the day of their 
marriage, but most of them have their full 
share of words after marriage) .—Rev. H. 
A. Robertson in Foreign Mission Report. 


The Big Church. 


Mr. Geddie got a very large and substan- 
tial church erected at his station. He had 
a wonderful art in getting the people to 
assist in his various operations devised for 
their benefit, and he organized them well. 
They cut down large trees in the interior 
and carried them for miles. Most of these 
are beams fifty feet long, which stretch 
now from wall to wall in the church, the 
largest and most substantial building in 
the New Hebrides. It was capable of hold- 
ing nine hundred persons. Great was’ the 
excitement as these heavy beams were 
borne along. Hundreds of people assisted by 
poles put under the beam and borne on 
their shoulders. The chief, Nohoat, stood on 
the log, with his plumes in his hair, and 
his best ornaments on his arms. Natives 
headed the procession blowing conches. A 
bell was presented to Dr. Geddie by his 
former congregation in Prince Edward Is- 
land for this church, but it was broken on 
the passage.—Rev. Dr. Steele, in New He- 
brides and Christian Missions. 


A Grand Epitaph. 


Dr. Geddie retired from the field in 1871, 
and died at Geelong in the following year. 
Who could wish for a grander epitaph than 
his ? ‘“‘When he came to Aneityum there 
were no Christians, and when he went 
away there were no heathens.’’ 


A Personal Recollection. 


In Mrs. Geddie’s Reminiscences of Anei- 
teum and their work there she refers to a 
visit of herself and her husband hone in 
the year 1865. The writer recalls with 
singular distinctness the impression made 
upon him, as a child then, by Dr. and Mrs. 
Geddie’s stay in his father’s house. Dr. 
Geddie was a silent man, seldom speaking, 
except when some matter relating to his 
mission was forward. In the pulpit his 
style was quiet, but intense. The very 
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simplicity of the man and of his utterances 
arrested attention. There was marvellous 
pathos and power, for example, in the 
statement: ‘‘I have been asked why I did 
not bring any gods of the Aneiteumese 
home with me. The fact is that when I was 
coming away I thought of doing so and 
went in search of them among the people, 
but I found none; they had all been de- 
stroyed.’’ 

Dr. Geddie’s reticence was, however, quite 
atoned for by the rare gift of conversation 


possessed by Mrs. Geddie. Everyone young 


and old was charmed by her vivid accounts 
of life among the cannibal savages. The 
New Hebrides, and Aneiteum especially, 
were made as real as the people and places 
about. It is a matter of profound regret 
that these descriptions and conversations 
have not been reduced to print. There has 
been no more heroic or picturesque mission- 
ary experience in any land than that of Dr. 
Geddie and his brave wife, the pioneers 
from Canada in the foreign field, the pion- 
eer missionaries indeed so far as the  pre- 
sent writer is aware, from any British col- 
ony to the heathen. 


REMINISCENCES OF ANEITEUM. 
By Mrs. Geddie. 


It was ona bright July day in 1848 that 
we landed on the lovely island of Aneiteum. 
Let me_ say in passing that ihe nats’ 
beauties with which it was our good for- 
tune to be surrounded were a great com- 
pensation for our isolation. The exquisite 
scenery and wonderful tropical foliage were 
a constant source of joy and refreshment. 

The Rev. Thomas Powell, one of our good 
friends of the London Missionary Society, 
with his wife and children, accompanied us 
from Samoa and remained a year. My 
husband and he at once began to visit the 
villages within reach, and with Simeona, 
the Samoan teacher, who had been for some 
years on the island, to interpret, they ex- 
plained to the savages their object in com- 
ing among them. 

As the accommodation in Simeona’s house 
was very limited it was necessary to set 
about building one for ourselves. A frame 
and some material had been brought from 
Samoa and the work was progressing ra- 
pidly when the Samoans took ill. Few of 
the natives could be persuaded to help, 
even for payment, so the two missionaries 
had to complete it themselves. 

How thankful we were to have that little 
home ! The walls were of wattle and plas- 
ter, thatched roof and floor of coral cov- 
ered with mats, as boards were an unob- 
tainable luxury. Another building to serve 
as church and school-house was. also put 
up. 


Crowds came to watch the white men 
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building and while the white men wrought 
with their hands, they seized every oppor- 
tunity to acquire the language. Sometimes 
the natives refused to tell meanings of 
words without remuneration, and biscuits, 
known as ‘‘hard tack,’’ proved a conveni- 
ent exchange. 

On the sixth Sunday after his arrival, Dr. 


Geddie addressed the people in their own 
tongue. To quote his own words: ‘‘Our 
knowledge of the language is, of course, 


very limited, yet we can tell this benighted 
people some of the simple truths of the 
Gospel in their own tongue. This is the ob- 
ject to which I have looked forward with 
desire for years, and I thank God that I 
have been spared to see they day when I 
can tell perishing sinners for the first time 
of a Saviour’s love.”’ 

In less than three months the hand print-= 
ing press given by friends in Pictou was set 
in order and the first hymn in the language 
printed. After that sheets of alphabets, 
syllables and words for the schools and 
then portions of Scripture. 

His methods of work in those early days 
are best described in his own words: 
‘“‘When we see a native at his work or 
amusement we request him to follow us and 
so go on until a little group is collected. 
Sometimes we collect five or six, sometimes 
ten, sometimes twenty and sometimes 
thirty. Then we sit down under the shade 
of a tree, or by the side of a path or by 
the seashore, and tell them, as best we 
can, of sin and a Saviour from it.’’ 

Our first impressions in regard 1c the 
natives were much too favorable. They ap- 
peared gentle, though cold and indifferent 
in manner, and we began to think the tales 
of the fierce savages of the New Hebrides 
somewhat exaggerated. 

Soon Dr. Geddie was charged with the 
crime of offending the ‘‘Spirits,’’ who ruled 
land and sea, by taking coral from the 
reef to make lime; also, by blocking their 
path to the sea by enclosing a piece of 
ground for the church. The fence, it was de- 
clared, being an insurmountable obstacle to 
the spirits, who were either not sufficient- 
ly athletic or too dignified to jump it. 
These charges, absurd as they sound, were 
likely to cause difficulties or at least 
strained relations between the heathen and 
ourselves. 

Dr. Geddie’s method in such cases was to 
make every concession possible and to re- 
spect the customs of these people, whose 
ideas of right and wrong are so_ different 
from ours. 

The time for setting heathen superstition 
at .defiance had not yet come. So, on con- 
dition of being allowed to use the coral al- 
ready on shore, he promised not to take 
more without permission, and so it was 
that the floor of our house remained un- 
plastered. 


As to the second charge, he explained 
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that the building in course of erection was 
sacred and that if allowed to stand, the 
paths on either side would not be = ob- 
structed. 

It was in the necessary interference with 
some of their cruel rites, that the anger 
of the natives was often provoked. The 
strangling of widows immediately after the 
death of the husband was universally prac- 
tised. In trying to prevent the deed my 
husband was, on one occasion, surrounded 
by the male relatives with uplifted clubs 
and rendered powerless while the rite was 
performed. He denounced the crime and the 
actual perpetrator threatened his life, but 
finding the missionary fearless, at length 
laid down his club and went away. 

It was in scenes such as that that’ the 
first eighteen months passed away, but the 
Holy Spirit was working in the hearts of 
at least four of the natives, and one _ of 
these was a sacred man, ‘‘Waihit’’ by name. 
This Waihit was one of the fiercest of sav- 
ages, whose fury, when aroused, was terri- 
ble to see. His influence was immense on 
account of the supernatural powers im- 
puted to him. His manner to us, when not 
aggressive, was surly. 

Presently he began to attend church, 
then, with his ill-used drudge of a_ wife, 
family worship in our home, every evening. 
The savage grew gentle in manner, and 
strong in controlling his hitherto ungov- 
ernable temper, and became a loyal friend 
and helper in the work. 

Schools were’ established in the villages 
and the people induced to attend for an 
hour in the morning before going to. their 
plantations. In the first school were  pu- 
pils of all ages, children, fathers, mothers, 
and even grand parents, all learning toge- 
ther. Thus they learned to read the Word, 
which delivered them from a bondage _ so 
cruel and degrading. 

All illusions as to the free, simple, happy 
life of the untutored savage soon fade be- 
fore the realities of mission work. The sa- 
vage is bound soul and body in foolish and 
revolting superstitions. Many of his _ prac- 
tises are such as cannot be named, and his 
abode is truly the abode of cruelty. Oh, 
when will the Gospel of Love and Peace be 
carried to the uttermost parts of the earth 
and such horrors be no more ? 

By 1852, or thereabout, the worst was 
Over, and many were our tokens of en- 


couragement. About this time, our coad- 
jutors, Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Inglis, arrived 
from Scotland, ‘and settled on the other 


side of Aneiteum, and with their help the 
work went steadily forward. 

After 18 years’ absence from Nova Scotia 
and nearly 16 years’ work on Aneiteum, 
the state of my husband’s health and my 
own warned us that change and rest was 
much needed. As the Rev. Joseph Copeland 
was willing to take charge of our station 
during our absence the way was opened, 
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and we left, confident that all would pros- 
per in his hands. The memory of the warm 
welcome from old and new friends through- 
out Nova Scotia and Canada is still with 
me and I long to be among them again. 

My husband returned to his work refresh- 
ed and invigorated mentally and physic- 
ally, and prepared, as he thought, for many 
more years of active service. His life was 
bound up in it and any disappointment in 
connection with it, cut him to the very 
heart. None but those of his immediate 
family knew what a sensitive, intense tem- 
perament was behind his quiet, undemon- 
strative manner. What a wealth of love he 
had to bestow on those dear to him, only 
they know. 

He may have been unwise in overtaxing 
his strength, but in his day the harvest 
was great, and the laborers so very few. 
I never remember his taking rest except 
when compelled by illness. His relaxation 
was change of work, but he loved it all. He 
never regretted his choice of a life’s work 
and would have felt keenly being laid aside 
from it, so six years after his return the 
Master called his weary but willing  ser- 
vant home to the everlasting rest and 
peace of his Father’s Kingdom. 


JOHN GEDDIE. 


By his eldest daughter, Mrs. C. G. Harring- 
ton, Halifax, N.S. 


My father, John Geddie, was born in 
Banff, Scotland, April 10th, 1815, licensed 
by the Presbytery of Pictou, May 2nd, 
1837, sailed from Newbury Port, Mass., 
Jan. 28, 1847, landed on Aneiteum, New 
Hebrides, May 29, 1848, entered into rest 
at Geelong, Australia, Dec. 14, 1872. 


Through the naked words and mean 
May we see the truth between. 


Christian missions to the New Hebrides 
received their baptism of blood in _ the 
martyrdom of John Williams at Erro- 
manga. ‘‘I have heard Captain Morgan, of 
the Camden, on which Williams gailed, tell 
with deep emotion, how, a few minutes af- 
ter landing, Williams and his companion 
Harris were clubbed to death by the ignor- 
ant savages, their bodies dragged away to 
be divided cannibal-fashion, and how the 
powerless and horrified spectators in the 
boat had to row out of reach for safety, 
and carry back their terrible tidings. 

Two years later the Turners and Nesbitts, 
who had bravely settled on Tanna to make 
a fresh effort, were compelled to leave, the 
Samoan and Raratongan teachers were 
killed, and the mission was almost aban- 
doned as hopeless. The degradation of these 
islanders was profound. 
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But wonderful are the ways of God! In 
a distant region of the earth he was _ pre- 
paring another to take up the task. tir. 
Geddie was a minister of the United /Pres- 
byterian Church in Nova Scotia. He was 
happily settled in Prince Edward Island 
and laboring successfully in his Master’s 
work, but the Master had other work for 
him to do. He and his dauntless wife de- 
termined to leave home and friends and na- 
tive land and go where Providence might 
send them to make known to the benighted 
heathen the glorious Gospel of the grace of 
God. 


Parents. 


My father’s parents came from Scotland, 
to N.S. They had been deeply stirred by the 
religious awakening of those“days in the 
Old Land, and had become interested in 
missions, partly through a former apprent- 
ice leaving them to study for the ministry, 
becoming a director of the London Mission- 
ary Society and editor of an’ evangelical 
paper which came to them in their new 
home in Pictou. 

My grandfather distinguished himself by 
his interest in Sunday school work, then 
an innovation. He was an elder much en- 
teemed in the Church. My grandmother was 
for many years an invalid, patient and re- 
signed. Before leaving Scotland both mo- 
ther and father had dedicated their only 
son to missions, but this was not made 
known to him until he came, almost with 
dread, to tell his invalid mother of his de- 
cision. She then calmly informed him of 
his dedication. 


Boy and Man. 


Quiet, studious, observant, with an excel- 
lent memory, his pastimes carpentry or 
models, interested in delicate mechanisms, 
—this is what I learned of my father’s 
youth. The child is moulded largely by the 
literature of the home. The reading matter 
sent by an aunt from London was varied 
and eagerly looked for. A part of it was 
missionary literature, which had a power- 
ful fascination for him, and confirmed the 
growing desire in the boy’s heart some day 
to be a missionary. 

In his student life he organized a Mis- 
sionary Prayer Meeting. Asa _ pastor in 
P. E. I. he was so earnest in working up 
@ missionary spirit in his congregation 
that, for several years before the church 
had a mission of its own, they sent contri- 
butions to the London Missionary So- 
ciety. Williams’ ‘‘enterprises, his martyr- 
dom, the Judsons’ letters—all were as fuel 
to the flame in the case of my father. 

He worked up the mission idea in hig 
church and convinced them that, few in 
number and poor as they were, it was an 
absolute duty to enter a foreign field. As- 
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sured of the righteousness of his cause he 
was enabled to bear the opposition he en- 
countered, but who shall tell of the keen- 
ness of his suffering at the nature of the op- 


position ? Were these opposers’ wilfully 
Blind, that they did not see that he was 
called of God to the work ? The mission 


was decided upon at last, the first foreign 
mission organized and supported solely by 
a church in a British colony. The sympathy 
and enthusiasm aroused were intense and 
the missionaries were designated and sent 
forth with hope and fear combined. 


The Voyage. 


The voyage of 19,000 miles was made in 
a small brig of 197 tons, and the miseries 
endured in her from tropical heat and Cape 
Horn cold, from fierce tempests, the condi- 
tion of the food and water, the confined 
space on board, must be left to be im- 
agined. 


Samoa. 
The astonishment of Rev. Mr. Murray of 
the Samoan mission at seeing four oats 


rowed and towed into Pango-Pango §har- 
bor from a vessel outside, the landing of 
those who told him that they were mis- 
sionaries, on their way to Western Poly- 
nesia from far distant Nova Scotia, who 
shall describe it ? Their welcome was’ de- 
lightful and the months that had to elapse 
before the ‘‘John Williams’’ arrived passed 
in pleasant preparation; for the Samoan 
missionaries decided to co-operate in this 
new effort for the West. 


Aneiteum. 


When the ‘‘ John Williams’’ returned from 
England she took my parents, some Sa- 
moan assistants and one of their mission- 
aries who had volunteered to go with 
them, to the West, Aneiteum being chosen 
as the island first to be occupied. The ship 
remained a week, and they were assisted in 
raising a small frame house they had taken 
with them. 

In Samoa my father had greatly _ sur- 
prised the people by raising a frame house 
after the American fashion, aS well as’ by 
his medical knowledge, gained first from 
his father-in-law, Dr. McDonald, of Antig- 
onish, a man of uncommon genius, 

After the house had gone up the mission- 
aries were left alone to work amidst a peo- 
ple ranked as among the most degraded on 
the face of the earth. 

The mission premises, small and rough 
as were the buildings, were soon made at- 
tractive by my father’s handicraft and my 
mother’s taste. Climbing plants over the 
door and windows, the thatched roof neat- 
ly trimmed, the native fence of reeds evened 
off, the tidy coral paths, all testified to 
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the establishment of a mission home, and 


gave the natives their first ideas of the 
adornment of a home. 
Recollections. 


Having been left with kind friends in Sa- 
moa, it was in the next year that I came 
to my parents and then only for a farewell 
visit before being sent to England. For 
missionaries’ children .must not grow up 
among heathen, so revolting are the man- 
ners and customs and so defiling. 

I remember my first view of these people. 
Through a window I saw two of them 
smearing themselves with soot from the 
pots, whether as adornment or as a Sign of 
mourning I do not know. Once, through 
the fence, in the evening, I caught a 
glimpse of a wild dance around the fire ac- 
companied by yells and shouts. 


Nohoat and Waihit. 


Nohoat, the chief, had consented to the 
mission party settling in his district, as it 
added to his importance; but his people ob- 
jecting, he told them they must not kill 
them, as he might get into trouble, but 
that they might steal or refuse to sell the 
strangers food. They stole whatever they 
could, and my pet cat, we felt very sure, 
served as a supper to one of the thieves. 

Nohoat frequently came to the house out 
of curiosity or to talk. His hair was dress- 
ed heathen fashion in many strands, twined 
with fibre, thrown back from his forehead, 
rather long, and confined around his head 
by colored bands. Large tortoise shell 
rings were in his ears, stripes of red ochre 
or black were on brow or cheek. He would 
sit on the floor and lean against the wall. 
When he left, my mother hurried to white- 
wash the place. I do not recall any Christ- 
ians then. 

Waihit was a terror, ‘‘a sacred man.’’ He 
afterwards was the first converted West- 
ern Polynesian to offer himself as a mis- 
sionary teacher on Fotuna. 


Alone in the Midst of Peril. 


The missionary from Samoa, discouraged 
by his own and his wife’s illness, returned 
to his former station with his wife, and 
my parents were left alone, 1,500 wiles 
from any one in sympathy with them. 

For three years they suffered alone. [ll- 
ness, the hatred of the heathen and this in- 
tensified by the dastardly encouragement of 
depraved white men, the few who joined the 
worship being persecuted even «o tle death, 
the house set on fire, plots against  Jite, 
as the natives afterwards confessed, food, 
poor and not plentiful, vain appeals to 


Nova Scotia and Scotland for fellow Jlab- 
orers,—all this has been told, but not 
fully. They had counted’ the cost; they 


would not complain. 
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Rev. Mr. Inglis. 


Bishop Selwyn, of New Zealand, the life- 
long friend of my parents, finding them 
thus alone, represented their meed of help 
in New Zealand, and ultimately carried Mr. 
and Mrs. Inglis to ‘their aid in his own 
mission vessel. The work was at a stage 
that made their arrival providential. The 
conflict between heathenism and Christian- 
ity had strengthened the latter and weak- 
ened the former and this advantage had to 
be followed up. 


Transformation. 


After an absence of six years I returned 
to Aneiteum at a time when the. great 
changes wrought were most apparent. I 
had left armeéd heathen, painted savages, 
cruel cannibals. 

My home-coming was in this wise. The 
John Williams carefully rounded the reef 
at the entrance of Anelcauhat Harbor and 
sought her anchorage at dusk. A _ whale- 
boat, well rowed, came along side. The 
crew were native lads in Nova Scotian 
homespun kilts and sailor blouses. The 
steersman in white flannels and Panama 
hat, was quickly on board and _ quickly 
welcomed by the captain, who, leading him 
aft, said to me, ‘‘Here is your father,’’ and 
to him, ‘‘I have brought your daughter 
safely to you.”’ 

Thereafter the hearty handshakes and 
beaming smiles of the boat-crew, who 
counted it an honor to have been chosen, 
showed that the welcome was to. one be- 
longing to our two ‘‘Missies.’’ For many 
days visitors came from far and near to see 
the ‘‘Missies’ ’’ daughter, some with pre 
sents of food for her or for the Gospel ship 
that brought her. 


The John Knox. 


My father’s desire had been fulfilled in 
the arrival of the John Knox, a_ small 
srhooner, with which to visit the neigh- 
boring islands. With what energy he _ got 
her in trim, provisioned her, chose her 
crew ! With what carefulness he navigated 
her on her first trip ! With what emotion 
he assisted the Gordons to settle on Erro- 
manga ! His tact in dealing with natives 
was exemplified in these visits to other 
islands and in many ways. He was always 
received with respect, and even considera- 
tion. 


A Day’s Routine. 


The ordinary order of the day at this 
time was on this wise: The dawn found 
my father in his study, on his knees, his 
Bible before him. The translation of the 
Bible was in progress, and he and Mr. In- 
glis were constantly at work revising, 
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comparing translations, with the most in- 
telligent natives as pundits. 

My mother, being a rare native scholar, 
lent her assistance. Her translation of the 
Pilgrim’s Progress was received with great 
appreciation. 

Portions of the Scripture were printed 
by the mission press, and to start the lads 
he had instructed in their day’s work was 
one of my father’s duties. He visited the 
early school for old and young. 

The manual labor connected with the 
mission was then portioned out. It might 
be building a church, or a school house, or 
repairing them, sawing planks, making a 
lime-kiln, repairing a boat, sending off the 
beloved ‘‘John Knokis,’’ as the natives 
called her, or hauling her up and mooring 
her for the hurricane months. 


The advanced classes were held by my 
mother for training teachers. And these 
with sewing classes, services, the dispens- 


ing of medicine, visiting the sick, advice, 
remonstrance, council, all sorts of cases 
being brought to the ‘‘Missies.’’ Native and 
English worship concluded these busy 
days. 


Other Missionaries. 


The settlement of the Mathesons, Patons, 
and Mr. Copeland, on Tanna, was the next 
exciting event, and invaluable was the as- 
sistance rendered by our Aneiteumese in 
conjunction with my father and Mr. Inglis; 
and but for the timely visits of the ‘‘John 
Knox’’ the history of the Tanna mission 


might have been even sadder than it 
proved. 

Nohoat’s Death. 
At intervals the outstations were all 


visited, and these occasions were eagerly 
looked forward to and generally quite a 
number of natives from the Harbor joined 
the party and cemented the good feeling 
between settlements that formerly would 
have waylaid and murdered a stranger. 

Nohoat was now old and frequently ill, 
and I think his death demonstrated more 
strikingly than any other circumstance the 
changes on Aneiteum. 

We had left the Harbor in: the early 
morning for the visitation of the district, 
and were several miles on the way, our 
party in single file picking out their way 
between the boulders, on the sea-shore, 
when, suddenly, I saw one of the boys from 
our premises running swiftly to overtake 
us. As he passed each person he quietly 
said, ‘‘The old man sleeps,’’ and to the 
best runner in the cavalcade, ‘‘Pass on the 
word.’’ Quietly they exchanged places, the 
first messenger darting forward to pass the 
word in the same manner around the Is- 
land. 

We returned home. My father made _ the 
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coffin, and Nohoat, the old chief, was laid 
to rest as a Christian amidst a large gath- 
ering of natives, who recalled with horror 
the cruel rites that would have accompan- 
ied the event in the dark days still within 
their memory. 


Home. 


After nineteen years of work and of ex- 
periences falling to the lot of few, my par- 
ents visited their own country. Warm was 
their welcome. My father’s addresses were 
impressive from the simple directness of his 
language, and the absence of any exagger- 
ation of effort for effect. 

As one capable of judging once remarked, 
to me, ‘‘Your father’s mode of expression 
always reminded me of the phrase, ‘‘A well 
of English, pure and undefiled.’’ His letters 
have been characterized as worthy of spe- 
cial notice. Concise and graphic, he wrote 
rapidly and the pages were almost as neat 
as print, so few corrections were necessary. 


The End. 


The years after his return to the work 
were years of extension. They brought alsa 
many anxieties and sorrows, and he was 
beginning to suffer from the excessive 
drafts upon his energy in the early stages 
of his work. He resigned his beloved  sta- 
tion. A few hours thereafter he was found 
insensible on the verandah of the house he 
had built, and which had been his home 
through so many experiences, bitter and 
sweet. This was the beginning of the end. 
I think his last use of his pen was to note 
down his own and my mother’s subscrip- 
tion to the Bible Society he loved so 
well. 

And so life ebbed away in perfect peace 
fulness; and on a bright summer morning 
in December he fell asleep. Loving friends 
erected a monument to his memory in Gee- 
long Cemetery, where his mortal remains 
lie buried, while behind the pulpit of the 
church in Aneiteum, in which he had min- 
istered, has,been placed a tablet, with the 
following inscription in the language of 
the island : 

‘“‘In memory of John Geddie, D.D., born 
in Scotland, 1815, minister in Prince Ed- 
ward Island seven years, missionary from 
Nova Scotia to Anelcauhat, Aneiteum, 24 
years. He labored amidst many trials for 
the good of the people. He taught many to 
read, many to work, some to be teachers. 
He was esteemed by the natives, beloved 
by his fellow laborer, the Rev. John Inglis, 
and honored by the missionaries in the New 
Hebrides and by the Churches. When he 
landed in 1848 there were no Ghristians. 
When he left in 1872 there were no heath- 
ens. He died in the Lord, in Australia, in 
1872 1 Thes. 1, 5.’’ 
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Other Workers and Work. 


Heathen worship is a costly thing to its 
devotees. A missionary recently writing 
from San Wi, South China, says that along 
the wall of the city he saw a mat_ shed 
built for the purpose of advertizing the 
names of subscribers to a new heathen tem- 
ple on an adjacent street. There were 
nearly a thousand names posted, with 
sums credited from a few cents up to ten 
dollars. The same missionary says that 
in that city and five hundred villages near 
by, more than $300,000 is spent and burn- 
ed up in idol worship annually, and has 
been for hundreds of years. ‘‘Heathenism 
knows how to get vast sums from a mul- 
titude of small givers.’’ 


WHY SPAIN IS CRUEL. 


A nation, like an individual, is influenced 
by its early environment. More than one 
nation has become infamous because it 
could not rise superior to the heritage of 
its ancestors. Such a one is Spain. For 
three centuries Spain was one of the rich- 
est provinces of the Roman Empire; but her 
subjects were slaves, a gloomy type of 
Spanish America in the fifteenth and suc- 
ceeding centuries, with this difference, the 
Spaniards had become the slave-masters in- 
.stead of slaves. 

Fourteen hundred and ninety-two was a 
memorable year for Spain. It was then 
that Ferdinand, the Catholic, and Isabella 
of Castile, conquered the Moors, and hegan 
the consolidation of the present Empire. 
Then it was that Columbus discovered this 


new land that was to bring fame, wealth 
and territory to this new empire. 
But a few years before the fall of Gran- 


ada the king and queen had introduced in- 
to their kingdom an institution that has 
wrought incalculable evil for their subjects. 
Man never devised a more infernal or de- 
basing machine for destroying the charac- 
ter of a people than the Inquisition. 

It was originally invented as a means of 
detecting and punishing heretics, but it 
was introduced into Spain for political rea- 
sons. In their conquests many Jews had 
come under the control of Ferdinand and 
Isabella, and they had been compelled to 
accept Christianity. It was rumored that 
they were plotting against the government, 
and the ‘‘holy office’’ was the cruel power 
to ferret out and to punish them. 

Thomas de Torquemada was the first In- 
quisitor-general ‘‘and during the 18 years 
of his directorship 10,220 individuals were 
burned alive and 97,321 were punished 
with infamy, confiscation of property, or 
perpetual imprisonment.’’ All classes, in- 
cluding the school children. were compelled 
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to be present at the public burnings of 
these Jews or heretics, were to glory in 
their sufferings, to heap ignominy and dis- 
grace upon them and were forbidden by 
either look or word to show any sympathy 
for them. ¥ 

For 450 years—until 1835—this infamous 
institution was the terrible schoolmaster 
of the Spanish peoples, taking from them 
all the noble qualities which exalt a na- 
tion, and developing the worst tendencies 
of the human heart—cruelty, avarice and 
oppression. 

And when to these evils were added the 
power of government, is it any wonder that 
the Spaniards regarded not the rights. of 
the poor natives, but cruelly trampled them 
under their feet ? Is it any wonder that 
they can look with scorn upon the desires 
of the Cubans to be free, or regard with 
unconcern the sufferings of the starving 
poor ? Surely the prophet might say of 
Spain as he did of Judah: ‘‘In thy skirts 
is found the blood of the souls of the inno- 
cent poor.’’ i 

Another institution, also a heritage of the 
past, has been a fitting companion to the 
Inquisition—the bull fight. This has so 
accustomed the people to sights of blood- 
shed and cruelty that they can look upon 
the sufferings of others without any sor- 
row, and even take delight in the misfor- 
tunes of those about them. 

Motleyi says it was the Inquisition that 
caused the 30 years’ war with the Nether- 
lands. It has been the cruelty and oppres- 
sion of Spain that has driven her colonies 
to revolt; and it was a knowledge of this 
cruelty to the starving Cubans that has 
aroused our people to make Cuba free from 
her galling yoke. Unhappy Spain! We do 
not rejoice in her misfortunes, but we do 
recognize the fact that she is now reaping 
the woeful harvest that has sprung from 
these two debasing influences—the Inquisi- 
tion and the bull fight.—In Pres. Banner. 


INCIDENTS IN BOHEMIA. 


A colporteur in Bohemia writes: ‘‘In 
many places opposition is intense, but I 
have found that a quiet testimony about 
Christ’s great love and the rehearsal of 
some of his choicest words was far better 
than argument. Many times bitterness has 
has led to desire to search the Scriptures. 
given place to inquiry, and this, in turn, 
It is such a joy to be a colporteur of God’s 
holy word.’’ 

In March last I tried to sell a Bible to a 
family. The father derided the book and 
heaped abuse and profanity upon my head, 
but I gave a Gospel to his boy of ten, and 
went away. Two months afterward I met 
him in the street and his whole manner was 
changed. He begged me to bring him a 
Bible and teach him how to use it. This I 
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did with joy,;and he now seems to _ be 
near Jesus. 

The book has many bitter enemies. Some 
months ago I sold a Bible to a_ servant 
girl. She was kind and faithful in all her 
work, but persisted in reading a chapter 


every evening before retiring. Her mistress 
forbade this, and finally dismissed her, be- 
cause she could not bear to see her poring 
over the hated book. 

In April: I sold a Bible to a young wo- 
man whose mother had recently died. She 
kept house for her intemperate father, who 
did little for his family but to abuse them. 
His evenings were generally spent in the 
inn, but coming home one night earlier than 
usual, he was deeply touched to hear his 
children praying for God’s blessing upon 
‘him. Instead of going to the inn the next 
evening, he asked his daughter to read 
something to him from that book _ she 
bought of a colporteur. She read_ the 
fifty-first Psalm and then other passages, 
and by God’s blessing on his own word he 
seems now to have become a different man 
and to have begun a new life.’’ 


HOME LIFE IN KURDISTAN. 


A Persian Christian girl, educated at one 
of the Mission schools, married a native 
helper and went to work in the mountains 
of Kurdistan. Writing to her friends at 
the Mission she says : 

‘“‘T am astonished at the way in which 
the women here neglect their children. 
When I look at their heads | really can 
see nothing except the thick dirt, layer 
upon layer. When this thick covering of 
dirt gradually falls off in part, the head re- 
sembles the back of the turtles which we 
have here in the mountains. There is a 
baby here, the daughter of the chief man 
of the village, and its mother says that she 
has not bathed the baby but twice since it 
was born, and it is now more than a year 
old ! 

‘One reason why the women do not 
bathe their children oftener is that they 
fear the spirits in the water will make 
them ill. They think the whole world is 
inhabited by spirits——good and evil; that 
the good ones are much better than man, 
but the evil ones are very wicked. An- 
other reason why they leave their child- 
ren dirty is because they fear the ‘evil 
eye.’ When I talk to them about keep- 
ing their children clean they answer: ‘It 
is better that they remain dirty, because 
if clean they will be beautiful and ‘then 
some woman will devour them with her 
evil eye and they will be sick and die.’ 

“One thing which they think good to do 
for their children is to feed them as much 
as possible. I have seen women feed their 
children until they could eat no more and 
then, by force, push the bread into their 
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mouths. Onaccount of this custom the 
majority of children in this village have 
such large abdomens that they cannot sit 
straight, and their color is very yellow, 
and some of them you would think were 
only one year old when they are two or 
three years of age.’’ : 


PROGRESS OF CHRISTIANITY. 


One hundred years ago no_ Protestant. 
missionary had, in modern times, entered 
Persia or Africa. Australia was inhabited 
by savage tribes. Christians were shut 
out from Japan and China. In India the 
East India Company, controlled by Eng- 
lishmen, would not permit the Gospel to 
be preached to the natives. The prevalence 
of cannibalism in the islands of the Pacific 
excluded missionaries. Religious intolerance 
would not allow Protestant Christianity 
to enter Spain, Italy, Greece, Turkey or 
Russia. In Mexico and South America, 
the only religious teachings allowed were 
those of the Catholic Church. Indeed, at 
that time the United States, Great Britain, 
Germany, Switzerland, and to a small ex- 
tent Austria and France, were the only 
countries where Protestant Christianity 
was allowed to establish itself. 

But how widely different is the position 
of Protestant Christianity, with respect to 
the world at the present time ? It is tol- 
erated in every civilized land, except 
Russia and the Pacific coast of South Am- 
erica. Spain cannot be considered an excep- 
tion, as toleration will certainly be  pro- 
vided for by the Peace Commissioners ap- 
pointed by President McKinley. More than 
eighty thousand of the people of China are 
Christians. Japan has over seventy thou- 
sand Christians, and, as reported in the 
Presbyterian Banner of last week, a Christ- 
ian is the chairman of its national legisla- 
ture. In Australia there is a Presbyterian 
General Assembly. And a large part of 
Africa is now open to Christianity. 

In the meantime, the incidental effects of 
Christianity, schools, hospitals, colleges, 
universities, business enterprises, art, 
science and the refinements of life, have 
gone with it to all parts of the world. And 
when ever calls for help for the sick, for the 
poor, for hospital service, or for the’ suf- 
fering in any form is made, Christians—— 
and we may say orthodox and _ evangelical 
Christians——are the first to respond. In 
view of all these things, we can heartily 
exclaim, ‘‘What hath God wrought !’’—— 
Presbyterian Banner. 


We are made in God’s likeness. Shall the 
eagle be tethered to a stake ? Shall a lion 
be harnessed to a cart ? Up with your 
heart, O son of the living God ! Make your 
secular business as honorable as you please; 
yet your life will be a failure if it exhausts 
itself upon that.—David James Burrell. 
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Life and Work. 


The law of the Sabbath is the keystone of 
the arch of public morals; take it away and 
the whole fabric falls. 


How to reach heaven without going 
seems to be the one puzzle that men are 
trying to solve. 


Afflictions are God’s way of building 
character. They are seldom punishment, 
but always process. 


Impression is the most effective form of 
an idea. JesuS was an impressionist. Men 
forgot what He said, but no one ever for- 
got having heard Him. 


Shifting targets are the hardest to hit, 
so the moving parishioner is always’ the 
most difficult to reach. He is frequently a 
man of good intentions and excessive zeal, 
but never remains in the same place long 
enough to be known for what he really is. 


One who does right to-day need not be 
troubled about doing right to-morrow. 
Every act done is a seed that will bear 
fruit, each after its kind. The man who is 
generous to-day will find it easier to be 
generous to-morrow. An act repeated often 
enough becomes a habit, and the fruit of 
habit is character. 


The most precious of all possessions is 
power over ourselves; power to withstand 
trial, to bear suffering, to front danger; 
power over pleasure and pain; power to 
follow our convictions, however resisted 
by menace and scorn; the power of calm 
reliance in scenes of darkness and storm. 


‘“‘God never works only for to-day. Mis 
plans run on and on. The web he weaves 
is from everlasting to everlasting, and if I 
can fill a part of that web, be it ever so 
insignificant, it will abide forever. And 
this is one of the most comforting thoughts 
to us. While on earth we may do some- 
thing for eternity.’’—Bishop Simpson. 


Being approved of by good men is no 
sure sign of being right; neither is being 
disapproved by good men. The right is 
the right, whether good men approve or 
disapprove. He who looks for the approval 
of his course by the good, will often be mis- 
taken; but he who does just right will so 
far be right, however others may think of 
him. 


It is within our power to impart joy, or 
to inflict pain, upon those who are nearest 
to us. Every member of a family is thus 
doubly endowed. He can help to make 
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home an anticipation of heaven, or the re- 
verse. The price that we pay for our near- 
ness to others, with all its best possibili- 
ties, is that we give and get the power to 
wound as well as to gladden. 


A Persian moralist, the fable has it, once 
took up in his hand a piece of scented clay, 
and said to it: ‘‘O clay, whence hast 
thou thy perfume ?’’ And the clay said: ‘I 
was once a piece of common clay, but they 
laid me for a time in company with a rose, 
and I drank in its fragrance, and have 
now become scented clay.’’ I will know 
the company thou keepest by the fragrance 
thou hast. If thou hast lain in beds of 
spices thou wilt smell of the myrrh and the 
spikenard and the aloes. I will not think 
thou hast been with Christ unless I can 
perceive thou savorest of him.—Charles H. 
Spurgeon. 


The need of repentance and conversion 
is pressing. Sin, with its deadly effects like 
a canker, eats out all that is good and 
noble in the character and destroys even 
the tendencies to good. The exterior which 
men show to the world may be fair 
enough, but beneath hypocrisy and _ sin 
exist. Time flies swiftly and no one can 
tell surely if another sun will rise for him, 
or if another hour will be his. The moments 
of probation may be quickly drawing to a 
close while they are being carelessly wast- 
ed, and the time may come when repentance 
will be in vain. No admonition was ever 
spoken more plainly, ‘‘Now is the accepted 
time.”’ 


It is in absolute and loving surrender to 
the will of the Lord that the secret of true 
rest and peace is found. This is the al- 
chemy which turns earth’s sorrows into 
heaven’s blessings; here is the antidote to 
every sting, the cure-all of each care, the 
unfailing remedy for all disquietude. Dear 
Lord, if I am thy child, trusting, loving, 
obeying thee, how can thy will for me 
seem ‘‘hard’’ ? Nay, rather, I should joy- 
fully meet and welcome it, well knowing 
that thy love to me could only send a mes- 
sage of peace, however dark might be the 
envelope which enwrapped it. 


The test of conversion is found in the 
fruit it bears. The truth which sets men 
free must shine out in the life, and where 
deceit may once have reigned candor must 
take its place. All unrighteousness must 
disappear that purity, honesty, and _ kind- 
ness may prevail. ‘‘By their fruits ye shall 
know them.’’ The results of honest  con- 
version must appear in every habit and 
thought taking away their evil, and trans- 
forming the character into a closer  like- 
ness to the Divine character which all may 
safely take as a model. 
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HABITS. 


Habits are a power for good or evil; they 
may make or mar the life, and so gradual 
is their formation that before one realizes 
it they are fixed and almost unchangeable. 
An act to-day, the same repeated to-mor- 
row and the next to-morrow until in a 
very little while that act has become a 
part of the character. 

Habits are helps or hindrances in the way 
of good living. When they are _ correct 
they may have the strength of walls of 
stone, and serve as barriers against a rush- 
ing torrent. When they are bad, they have 
the strength of the torrent itself in hurl- 
ing men on to destruction. 

Life, so long as it lasts, goes on streneth- 
ening habits, and new ones are constantly 
being formed, but the time when the most 
lasting habits are established is in youth, 
and these in time become as strong as 1ron 
bands, which can hardly be broken. 

Young people are not conscious of the 
power of the habits they are acquiring un- 
til it is too late to change them without 
making a great struggle, and exercising 
great strength of will, for which some, un- 
fortunately, are not equal. 

While it is true that it is much easier to 
fall into bad habits than to acquire good 
ones, yet even the former cannot flourish 
without some encouragement, which many 
are too willing to give them, and the best 
way to discourage their growth is to form 
good habits, and cling to them with such 
resolution as to allow no place for those of 
another type. 

In these days, when temptations crowd 
around each one, it is well if the armor of 
habit is tightly braced, that it may do its 
part in protecting the character from their 
assaults, and while habits are being formed 
it is well to decide what is to be chosen, 
and what discarded. 

To begin at the fountain-head, correct 
habits of thought must be formed, since 
from the thoughts of the heart come _ the 
actions. In that inner life, known to one- 
self alone, are the germs of good and evil; 
the evil thoughts which blossom into ac- 
tion are there harbored and encouraged, or 
the pure, honest thoughts which bring 
forth noble deeds are given a place, and as 
the habit of thought is, so will the speech 
be, with its world-wide influence. 

If the thought is clean, the speech will 
be the same; if charity for the failings of 
others fills the heart, the speech will be 
guarded when one discusses his neighbor’s 
affairs, and in this matter some have be- 
come accustomed from thoughtlessness_ to 
speak lightly of the name and fame of 
others. 

Youth is the time in which to learn hab- 
its of temperance. It is very much easier 
to avoid an evil habit than to break 
away from one, and by their wicked lives 
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those who have _ yielded have learned to 
their sorrow that intemperate habits are 
hard to overcome. 

Temperate habits bring in their train 
purity of life, they pave the way for that 
industry which is one of the best prevent- 
ives of bad habits; the old proverb’ says 
truly that ‘‘He that works is tempted 
by one devil, he that is idle by a_ thou- 
sand.”’ 

Religious observances build a hedge about 
the life, and many have been saved from 
evil by the habits of church-going learned 
in youth, and the habit of prayer and Bible- 
reading are cables which prevent the drift- 
ing away upon a sea of sin, of those lives 
which have not found a sure anchorage. 

If the importance of good habits could 
only be understood, then those would be 
diligently cultivated which make for peace, 
purity and holy living, those which lead 
upward rather than downward, and_ the 
end would be a well-balanced life, whose 
influence is all upon the side of right. 

Bible references: Prov. 1:30, 31; 5:22, 
28; 6:16, 19; 10:26; 11:19; 14:17; 16:24, 
28; 18:9; 21:17; 23:20, 21; 24:28; 25:28; 
27:15; 29:20; Job 1:1; Prov. 3:10, 11, 21- 
23; 4:11, 12; 6:6-8; 8:34; 10:9; 12:28; 16:- 
B82; 20:11; 21:3; 21; 22:4, 9, 29; 28:17; 
27:23, 24; 31:26; Luke 1:5, 6; Acts 10:1, 2. 
—Presbyterian Banner. 


HONORING FATHER AND MOTHER. 
By Rev. Dr. Cuyler. 


One of the most touching scenes in any 
biography is that of the great Dr. Samuel 
Johnson, in his old age, standing barehead- 
ed, on a rainy day, in the market-place of 
Uttoxeter to do penance for having dis- 
obeyed his father when a boy. Filial re- 
verence is one of the best evidences of a 
sound heart. 

There is not the slightest hope of any 
wholesome religious and soul converting 
influence in any family where the parental 
authority is trampled underfoot. 

The word ‘“‘honor’’ is very deep and 
strong; it takes hold of the heart, and 
roots down into the core of the heart. It 
amounts, as the twelfth chapter of Hebrews 
tells us, to ‘‘reverence,’’ and this, too, 
when parents are inflicting wise and loving 
chastisement. The surest way for parents 
to forfeit the respect of their children is to 
be too weak, or too indolent, or too un- 
principled, to maintain a corrective discip- 
line. Parents must deserve to be honored, 
and then they have a right to expect and 
to require loving and loyal obedience. 

What the law on Sinai commanded is_ re- 
enacted in the New Testament. ‘‘Children, 
obey your parents in the Lord, for this is 
right.’’ Filial obedience is thus made a part 
and parcel of Christian piety. It ought to 
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be prompt; it ought to be cheerful; it ought 
to be without protest. 

General Havelock once rose from _ his 
table and exclaimed: ‘‘I left my boy on 
London Bridge, and told him to wait there 
till ] came back !’’ He hastened to the 
spot,, and there the brave boy was, and 
had been for several hours ! Such obedience 
was the groundwork of a noble character. 
That was a wise advertisement, ‘‘Wanted 
—a boy who always obeys his mother.’’ 

The mark of Christian obedience is to fol- 
low parental counsels, even when they ‘“‘go 
against the grain,’’ and require painful sac- 
rifice or self denial. If a parent has a di- 
vine right to correct, it is the filial duty 
to submit to correction. ‘‘A wise son hear- 
eth his father’s instruction; but a scorner 
heareth not rebuke.’’ ‘‘A foolish son is a 
grief to his father, and bitterness to her 
that bare him.’’ 


THE FACE A BULLETIN-BOARD. 


“What a fine photograph that face would 
make !’’ It was just opposite us in the 
street-car. The eyes were calm and deep, 
the curves of the mouth firm and _ restfl, 
the poise of every muscle easy and confi- 
dent, as though the very Christ who had 
stilled the tempest sat enthroned on that 
countenance. 

‘“‘That face serves a better purpose than 
posing for a photograph; it is one of hea- 
ven’s’ bulletin-boards. Don’t you see 
PEACE written on it in big capitals ?’’ 

‘“‘Then tell me what is written on the next 
one.’’ 

The sharply drawn lines, the twitching 
muscles, the restless eye, seemed to placard 
in poster type the startling announcement, 
“AVRIOT A415 POLICE 

That man’s conscience was’ reading the 
riot act to his practices. The spirit of the 
world was painting in black lines the sure 
signs of the unrest which the world gives. 

A Christian’s face ought to glorify God. 
There is room for an illuminated edition of 
the gospel of peace between his eyebrows 
and chin, whenever he is ready to give the 
orders to have the printing done. The 
homeliest Christian may have a face that 
will awaken in those who see it desires to 
share in the secret of its content; an ex- 
pression as different from the self-satisfied 
smirk of conceit, or the flat, flabby placi- 
dity of mere animal amiability, as a Ma- 
donna is from a doll. 

Why is this stamp of Christ’s peace not 
plainer on the faces of all his followers ? 
Because nature is as honest asa _ good 
clock, and the hands will not point to 
twelve on the dial when itis only six 
o’clock in our spiritual experiences. The 
face will not settle into lines of repose as 
long as there are unsettled issues in the 
heart between it and God.—C. E. World. 


OCTOBER 
GLADSTONE AND GUTHRIE. 


Dr. Guthrie was staying as a guest at 
Inverary Castle, the home of the Duke of 
Argyle, and there were many Dukes and 
Lords, and Nobles there. Mr. Gladstone 
at the time was Premier, the Duke of Ar- 
gyle was secretary for India, anda num- 
ber of the members of the Cabinet had met 
at Inverary Castle with the Premier to 
discuss some matters that were to be laid 
before the Queen. They spent about a week 
together, and there were many guests at 
the great castle. 

Morning and evening worship was held as 
usual. It was the habit of one of the 
Duke’s daughters, Lady Mary Campbell, to 
play the little organ, and they sang _ the 
Scotch Psalms, and Dr. Guthrie read _ the 
Scriptures, and exhorted every morning. 

Amongst the most constant of his hear- 
ers, and close to his side every morning, 
was Mr. Gladstone, and Dr. Guthrie told 
me that the intense earnestness with which 
he listened was an inspiration. 

One morning Lady Mary Campbell was 
not at her place, and there was no one to 
play the tune. Dr. Guthrie looked around 
amongst the assemblage, and invited some 
one to come forward and play the organ, 
but they were all bashful or something else, 
and did not do it. 

“Oh, I wish I had my precentor,’’ said 
Dr.Guthrie, ‘‘my precentor from St.John’s; 
that was where he was a minister in Edin- 
burgh. ‘‘I want a precentor, for I cannot 
get an organist,’’ and with that he heard 
a voice by his side saying: ‘‘Permit me, 
Doctor.’’ He looked up, and there was the 
great, tall form of Gladstone, who had 
taken the Psalm-book in his hand, and all 
the congregation rose, while, to the grand 
old tune of ‘‘Martyrdom,’’ Gladstone led 
the morning Psalm: 


‘‘Be merciful to me, O, God; 

Thy mercy unto me 

Do Thou extend, because my soul 
Doth put her trust in Thee.’’ 


There was a pathos about his singing 
that made him, to his astonishment, find 
that he was singing almost a solo to the 
weeping accompaniment of many. The Pre- 
mier of England in ringing tones sang that 
penitental cry to God. Holding the helm of 
the Great Empire, every one felt that it 
was true that he put his trust in God. 

These, and things like these, have made 
the people of the British Empire honor 
the great uncrowned king, who refused any 
other title than the plain name with which 
he was born, ‘‘Gladstone,’’ or ‘‘Gled- 
stanes,’’ as it used to be called in Scotland. 
He might have been Marquis or Duke, if he 
had cared to be, but was known best of all 
by this, that he was a man of God.—Sel. 
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FORM OF BEQUEST. 


“T leave and bequeath the sum of,—[the amount being written in words, not in 
figures|—to the .......... snadoeee ioe Fund of the ay les Church in Canada,—(Here 
state whether Eastern or Western section)—and I declare that the receipt of the 
Treasurer for the time being, of the said.......................£und, shall be a good and 


s ifficient discharge to my Estate and Executors.”’ 


A DESCRIPTION OF THE BIBLE. 


blessing and protection of the Almighty to 
all that work by. its rules. 


It was never known who composed the fol- It promises food and raiment, and limits 
lowing description of the Bible. It was the use of both. 
found in Westminster Abbey, nameless and It points out a faithful and eternal guard- 


dateless: 

A nation would be truly happy if it were 
governed by no other laws than those of the 
blessed Book. 

It is so complete a system that nothing 
can be added to it. 

It contains everything needful to be known 
or done. 

It gives instructions to a senate, authority 
and direction to a magistrate. 

It cautions a witness, requires an impar- 
tial verdict of a jury, and furnishes the judge 
with his sentence. 

It sets a husband as a lord of the house- 
hold and a wife as the mistress of the table, 
tells him how to rule and her how to man- 
age. 

It prescribes and limits the sway ofthe 
sovereign, the ruler, and the authority of the 
master, commands the subjects to honor, 
and the servant to obey, and promises the 


ian to the departing husband and father, 
tells him to whom to leave his fatherless 
children, and whom his widow is to trust, 
and promises a father to the former and a 
husband to the latter. 

It teaches a man to keep his house in or- 
der and know his will, it appoints a dowry 
for his life, and entails the right of the first- 
born, and also shows how the young branch- 
es shall be kept. 

It defends the rights of all, and reveals 
vengeance to every defaulter, overreacher, and 
trespasser. 

It is the first book and the oldest book in 
the world. 

It contains the choicest matter, gives the 
best instruction, affords the greatest pleasure 
and satisfaction that was ever enjoyed. 

It contains the most ancient antiquities, 
strange events, wonderful occurrences, heroic 
deeds, and unparalleled wars. 


BOOK AGENTS WANTED FOR 


the only Official and superbly Illustrated HISTORY OF 


OUR WAR WITH SPAIN 


ITS CAUSES, INCIDENTS, AND RESULTS. A reliable 
and exhaustive story of the war, Civil, Military, and Naval, 
from its beginning to the close. With erp fine a tee 
= 6, and choice engravings. oie HE 

au yan SENATOR PROOTOR (Vt. j 
aN SE TH TON (Neb.). One Agent cleared 
$200. re in bast two weeks, Mido! 400.00 in three 
weeks. 1,000 more Agents wanted. Distance no hindrance, 
for we Pay Freight, Give Credit, Hxtra Terms, and Hxclusive 
es Write tor terms to the exclusive publishers, 

- WORTHINGTON & Cu., Hartford, Conn. 


Literary Wotices. 


‘Christ our Penal Substitute,’’ By Robert 
L. Dabney, D.D., LL.D.; published by the 
Presbyterian Committee of Publication, Rich- 
mond, Virginia. Price 60c. In a_ series of 
eleven chapters, various theories of the Atone- 
ment are discussed, and the great central] 
truth of Christianity, Christ our Penal Sub- 
stitute, is fully and clearly set forth. The 
Southern Church holds firmly and strongly by 
the foundation truths of the Christian reli- 
gion, as revealed in the Word of God. Its 
publications give no uncertain sound, and 
this one should behelpful in confirming 
faith, 


“Tt is sald toat an astromomer had a 
friend who professed to be an atheist. An- 
ticipating a visit from his friend, he placed ia 
Ddeautiful new globe where he knew it would 
arrest the attention of his visitor. When 
the atheist saw it, he exclaimed with admir- 
ation, ‘Who made this beautiful globe ?’ 

‘* ‘Oh, it was not made at all sir!’ ans- 
wered the great philosopher, with a signifi- 
cant glance at tihe confused eye of his 
friend. 

“The argument was unanswerable. And 
if we cannot believe that a mere globe of 
wood, with certain lines and colors and fig- 
ures, representing the earth’s surface, could 
come by chance, how can we imagine that 
this mighty world itself, with its continents 
and seas, and various laws, co way nothing 
of the vast universe of suns and systems 
which occupy the immeasurable expanse of 
space, could be the result of chance ? 


Alone must every son of man meet his 
trial hour. Each man’s temptations are 
made up of a host of peculiarities, internal 
and external, which no other mind can 
measure. You are tried alone; alone you 
pass into the desert; alone you must bear 
and conquer in the agony; alone you must 
be sifted by the world.—Robertson. 


Presbyterian Cburcb in Canada, 


Published by Authority of 
The General Assembly. 


The Presbyterian Record, 50c. yearly. Five or 
more to one address 25c. each. 

The Children’s Record, 30e. yearly. Five or more 
to one address 15c. each. 

The Teacher’s Monthly, 50c. yearly. Five or 
more to one address 46c. each. 

The Home Study Quarterly, for 8. S. Scholars 
20c. yearly. Five or more to one address 10c. each. 
The Home Study Leaflet.—Corresponding to the 

Home Study Quarterly. 6c. yearly. 

The Primary Quarterly, for the Little Folks, 
Tilustrated, 200. yearly. Five or more to one address 
10c. each. 

The Primary Leaflet. — Corresponding to the 
Primary Quarterly. 6¢. yearly. 


Terms, payment in advance. 
Subscriptions at a proportionate rate may begin at any 
time, not to run beyond December. 


All orders for the above publications, but not for any 
others, to be addressed to 


Address: Rev. E. Scott, 
Presbyterian Offices. 
MONTREAL. 


S.S. LESSON HELPS 


FOR 1899. 


Beginning with the firsi issues for 1899, 
the S.S. Lesson Helps will be issued in 
Toronto. 


All communications referring to S.S. 
Helps for 1899, should be addressed to 


Rev. R. DOUGLAS FRASER, 


592 Markham St., 
TORONTO. 


THE MOST NUTRITIOUS 


EPPS’S 


CRATEFUL—COMFORTINC. 


COCOA 


BREAKFAST AND SUPPER. 


YOODCEHVSHOOOHB 


Yery Short-Sighted. 


The man is a very short-sighted man who 
does not realize that to be insured for profits 
with a class of men who, on-the average, are 
likely toliveto a good old age is a decided ad- 
vantage if the Company, besides selecting its 
risks carefully, is in other res;ects well and 
carefully managed. 

The best risks should have the lowest pre- 
miums or the largest profits. 


DODODOHODS: 


Total Abstainers are the 
Best Risks, and 


THE TEMPERANCE #2 GENERAL 
LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY, 


is the Total Abstainers’ Company. 


No other Company offers them insurance on 
as favorable terms, 


MoNEY TO LOAN ON EASY TERMS. 


HOM DODONOHODSECSOGOSGCOOSLVSOWSOD HOHOHOHOHOHOHOHB: 


HON. G. W. ROSS, President. 
H. SUTHERLAND, Man. Dir 
HEAD OFFICE: GLOBE BUILDING, 
TORONTO, ONT. 
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A holy life is a voice; it speaks when the 
tongue is silent. 


They are never alone -who are accompa- 
nied with noble thoughts.—Sidney. 


“Learn the luxury of doing good.’’—Gold- 
smith. 


Only what we have wrought into 
characters during 
with us.—Humboldt. 


OUP 
life can we take away 


HOQDVDOIBHOHI FOQVHBHODHODVDOHOY 


Royal Victoria | 


Life Insurance | 
g 


Company. 
CAPITAL, <= $1,000,000 
Head Office, - MONTREAL, CAN. 5 
General [anager : DAVID BURKE, A.1.A., F.S.S. : 
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The weight of a man’s word is just in 
proportion to the weight of his character. 


True goodness is like the glow-worm in 
this—it shines most when no eyes except 
those of heaven are upon it. 


Adversity is the trial of principle. With- 
out it a man hardly knows whether he is 
honest or not.—Fielding. 


Ta do wrong is to inflict the surest in- 
jury on our own peace. No enemy can do 
us equal harm with what we do ourselves, 
whenever and however we violate any mo- 
ral or religious obligation. 


How few men have succeeded largely in a 
financial sense, and yet maintained their 
simplicity and religious consecration! Not 
one man in a hundred. As a general rule, 
in proportion as a man gets well off in this 
world, he gets poorly off in the next. He 
loses his share of dependence on God. 


God can give a man peace, when apart 
from God the man can have no peace. The 
consciousness of being in right relations 
with God is in itself strength to a man; and 
even those who observe him can feel that 
he has more than mere human strength 1o 
support him. 


Weakness fought against may become 
strength for the fighter. If one is a cow- 
ard, he may gain thereby the finest cour- 
age; if quick-tempered, a deeper self-control; 
if dictatorial and dogmatic, a rare gentle- 
ness of spirit. ‘‘To him that overcometh”’ 
is the promise given,—not to him of great 
endowments. 


No one can do a man harm but hiimseif. 
The injuries that others would do him may 
be turned to blessings. ‘he injuries that 
he does himself may destroy his very soul. 
Malice, hate, evil-speaking, and covetuus- 
ness eat into the character until a skeleton 
remains, the semblance of 1 man,—dead to 
himself and to the world,—whom only the 
grace of God can make to !ive ayvain. 


Juvenile cigarette smoking is getting to | 


be almost as serious a question on the 
other side of the Atlantic as on this. The 
Presbytery of Glasgow, of the United 
Presbyterian Church, has taken it up in 
earnest as a matter injurious to public 
morals, and has decided to bring it to the 
attention of superintendents of Stnday- 
schools, Bands of Hope and similar organ- 
izations. Those interested in the morals of 
the rising generation cannot afford to he 
indifferent or remiss to a constaatly-in- 
creasing peril. Parents especiaily sbould 
do all in their power to guard their sons 
from contracting the pernicious habit.— 
Presbyterian Journal. 
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CIVERPOOL AND LONDON AND GLOBE 


INSURANCE COMPANY. 
BOARD OF DIRECTORs IN CANADA: 


EDMUND J. BARBEAU, Esq., CHAIRMAN. 
W.J. BUCHANAN, Esq., DEPUTY CHAIRMAN, 


A, F, GAULT. SAM’L FINLEY. ED, $8, CLOUSTON. 
Available Assets, - - - - $58,553,900 
Invested in Canada, - - - 2,110,000 


Mercantile Risks accepted at lowest current rates, 
Dwelling Houses, Farm Properties and Churches in- 
sured at lowest terms. 
Gq. F. C. SMITH, 


Chief Agent and Resident Secretary. 
Place d’Armes, corner St. James St., Montreal. 


Morton, Phillips & Co. 


Stationers, 
Blank Book Makers, 
and Printerso—_>3<-—- 


ie 


1755 &1757 NOTRE DAME STREET, 
MONTREAL. 


PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF PRAISE. 


FULL ASSORTMENT. 


From 8ce., 10c., 30c., 60c.; Music Edition, 90c., $1.25. 


A edition containing the complete Psalter is also in 
preparation, notice of which will be given later. 


Early Orders Solicited. 
W. DRYSDALE & CO., 


232 St. James Street, - Montreal. 


Che Copygrapb Printer. 


200 Copies from One original written with pen on 
ordinary paper, Or from one writing on any type- 
writer. Manufactured by 


ALBERT BRYCE, 
1740 NOTRE DAME, 
Send for Catalogue. MONTREAL. 


FRANCIS H, CHRYSLER, Q.C. C. J, R. BETHUNE. 


CHRYSLER & BETHUNE, 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS. OTTAWA, CANADA. 


° FELL, 


HAVE FURN/SHED 25.00 
HURCH, SCHOOL & OTHER 


—. MENEE LY & C0, | PUREST, BES 
Vey, WEST -TROY NY. SENUINE: 


> CHIMES, Erc. CATALOGUE & PRICES FREE. 


y _FAVGRABLY KNOWN SINCE 182 


ZT ESN 
The Ontario Medical College for Women, 
(LIZYITED) 


pea ey etc.,, DR. D. J. CIDB WISHART, RECISTRAR, 
pply to | SUMACH ST., TORONTO. 


Pacific Railway. 


St, Margaret's College 


(Cor. of Bloor and Spadina.) 


TORONTO. 


A Collegiate School for Girls in the finest Residental part 
of Toronto. 


Board of Management : 


Rev. G. M. Milligan, M.A., D.D., old Sit. Andrew’s Church, 
Toronto, President. 

J. K. Macdonald, Esq,, Man.-Dir. Confederation Life 
Association, Toronto, Vice-President. 

Rev. Louis H. Jordan, M.A., B.D., St. James Square 
Church, Toronto, 

George Dickson, M.A., late Principal, Upper Canada Col- 
lege, and Hamilton Coll. Inst. 

Mrs. George Dickson, Lady Principal, St. Margaret’s Col, 


9 teachers in Academie, 13 in Musical, 4 in Art Depart- 
ment, 7 reside in College. Thorough supervision of 


studies. Modern methods. Complete equipment. 
Large grounds. For circular, apply to the Lady 
Principal, 


PRESBYTERIAN LADIES’ COLLEGE, 


es OTTAWA os 
WINTER TERM BECINS JAN. 47, 1899. 


The Literary Curriculum embraces a carefully grad- 
ed Course of Instruction from Kindergarten up to Uni- 
versity Matriculation. 

The Conservatory of Music is under the charge of Mr. 
Puddicombe, a distinguished pianist and teacher from 
Leipsig, 

Art Department.—My. Ghas. E. Moss, vite Ie CG A,, 
Director, offers courses in Drawing frem Cast, Painting in 
Oil and Water Colors, Pastel, Miniature and China 
Painting. 

Elocution. Physical Culture and Deportment, Steno- 
eraphy and Typewriting, Needlework and Cookery are 

taught by specialists. 

‘For further information apply to Miss Jessie M. 
McBratney, Lady Principal. 


CARSON'S | 
Primary Catechism. 


SECOND EDITION. 
.. Revised and Improved ... 


45c. per dozen, post paid. 
$3.10 per 100, post paid. 


A. & Wl. PXKACKINLAY, 
HALIFAX, N.S. 


WELDON & McLEAN, 


ST. JOHN, N.B. 
Solicitors to the Bank of Montreal and the Canadian 
SPECIAL ATTENTION CIVEN TO COLLECTIONS. 


S. GREENSHIELDS, 
SON & CO,, 


THe MONTREAL. 
VARNISHED CENERAL Dry Coops MERCHANTS. 


BoARD 
ON WHICH THEGOODS 


Sole Selling Agents in Canada 
for Priestley’s Celebrated 
Dress Fabrics and Crave- 
nettes. 


ARE WRAPPED.~ 
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OUTLOOK FROM THE PLYBISCITE. 


There is outlook two ways, backwards 
and forwards. 

“Looking backwards’’ one thing that 
stands out very prominently is the amount 
of misrepresentation that Prohibition has 
suffered; some of it honest but lacking 
knowledge, more of it willful. 

It is of little use now to repeat that the 
question before the country in the recent 
Plebiscite, was not whether it is sinful to 
drink liquor; it was not whether there is 
sin in granting license; it was not to inter- 
fere with a man’s personal liberty by dic- 
tating what he shall or shall not put into 
his mouth; it was not to introduce any 
new tyrannical principle into the legisla- 
tion of our country; it was simply to find 
out whether the country considered a cer- 
tain traffic sufficiently hurtful to the health 
and wealth and well being of society to 
place it among the many things that are 
now forbidden by law. 

Looking forward—with Burns we ‘‘canna 
see’’—but if the principle holds, which de- 
cides all electoral contests in a free Self- 
governing country—and why it should not 
we fail to see—but one result can follow, 
the country will get what the majority 
who have spoken have asked for. 


Mrs. Dr. Buchanan and her two children, 
sailed from New York on the 28th Septem- 
her, to join her husband in India. Owing 
to illness she was unable to return with 
Dr. Buchanan a year ago. Indeed were she 
to consult merely health she should still 
remain, but anxious to spend her days 
whether shorter or longer in that work to 
which she has given her life, she has gone 


with glad heart to share the work among 
the Bhils. 
‘‘We have been much cheered,’’ writes 


Rev. H. A. Robertson, witb the progress of 
the cause of Christ in Erromanga during 
the past year. There have been the usual 
discouragements and difficulties, but  cer- 
tainly the bright side has been far more 
decidedly evident throughout the year. The 
darker shades have been small and few in- 
deed in comparison.,’’ 


On the 18th October, Rev. Norman and Mrs. 
Russell with their three children, and Dr. Mar- 
garet O’Hara, sailed from Montreal for India. 
Dr. Margaret McKellar, who has been studying 
in hospitals in Britain, joined them there. Dr. 
O’Hara’s home-leaving was specially trying, as 
an aged mother, very ill, she could not hope to 
see again on earth, 
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Our home Work. 


in consequence of the lamented death of 
the late Dr. Cochrane, of Brantford, for so 
many years Convener of the Home Mission 
Committee, West, all correspondence  for- 
merly sent to him will now be addressed to 
Rev. R. H. Warden, D.D.. Presbyterian Of- 
fices, Toronto, who is. secretary of the 
Home Mission Committee. 


The ‘Fall Opening’’ 
Montreal, extended over 
From Monday to Friday, Oct. 3—7, 
was held a  ‘‘Graduate’s Institute,’’ 
three sessions daily, with papers and 
discussions. Subjects lighter and 
heavy, theoretical and _ practical, ably 
treated, made a most instructive, helpful 
and pleasant week for thosé who could at- 
tend. Sociology and theology, poetry and 
missions, Indian and Jew, and on midweek 
evening the ‘‘opening lecture’ by Rev. 
Prof. Ross, D.D., on a ‘‘sfinister’s Tempta- 
tions.’’ The prospects of the College for 
the year are good. ~~ ; Fa See 


of Pres. College, 
several days. 


A welcome addition to the opening ser- 
vices of Knox College, Toronto, 5 October, 
welcome especially to the faculty, was the 
installation of the new professor of Old 
Testament Literature and Exegesis, Rew 
John A, McFadyan. He is young, twenty- 
eight, a Scholar, Strong, ‘‘Soun,’’ Scotch. 
What better for the work could there be? 
Toronto Presbyterianism appreciated the 
-fact, and with a goodly gathering of minis- 
ters from near and far, thronged, in honor 
-of the event, the Church of the Scotchman’s 
~spatron Saint, where the services were held. 


Two men long and closely identified 
with the Home Mission work of our church 
have been recently called away. Rev. D. J. 
Macdonnell, for long, Convener of the Aug- 
mentation Committee, Dr. Cochrane, for 
longer, Convener of the Home Mission Com- 
mittee. Both were men of intense energy; 
the one burning out in middle life, of slow 
and wasting disease, the other well on 
to life’s ‘“‘limit,’’ and suddenly, 

But the work goes on. It is the Lord’s. 
He who calls away raises up others. The 
one has been ‘nobly succeeded; and the 
Home Mission zeal and ability of the 
Church will supply a successor to the 
other. In the meantime, an Act of the Gen- 
eral Assembly provides that. in such an 
event the second name on the Committee 
shall be convener; and in referring to the 
Minutes of Assembly we find that in this 
instance into safer, stronger, more experi- 
enced hands the interests of the work could 
not. fall. . 
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OUR S. S. HELPS FOR 1899. 


Sample copies of our own Church Series 
of Lesson Helps, 1899, will be, by this 
time, in the hands of ministers and Sabbath 
School superintendents The work of the 
new editor, Mr. Fraser, has evidently been 
done with much painstaking. 

The series, aS our readers are aware, in- 
cludes the Teacher’s Monthly, for Teachers 
and Bible Class Scholars, with special prim- 
ary Department, illustrated. The Home 
Study Quarterly, for Boys and Girls; The 
Primary Quarterly (illustrated) for the 
Little Ones; and the Home Study and Prim- 
ary Leaflets. 

The needs of all grades in the Sabbath 
School have been carefully provided for, 
and the aim has evidently been to help 
teachers and scholars to find out for them- 
selves what the Word of God means. 

There should be a large addition to the 
circulation of our Lesson Helps, and there 
will be, if ministers and superintendents 
and teachers rally to the support of the ef- 
fort which our Church is making to pro- 
vide a complete and satisfactory series of 


Sabbath School publications. The prices 
are less than those of any other’ publica- 
tions of a similar standard. 

We heartily endorse the words of the 


Committee on Sabbath School Publications 
in their circular recently addressed to min- 
isters and superintendents:— 

The Committee, in soliciting, as they do, 
your co-operation in extending the circula- 
tion of the publications, would venture to 
emphasize the fact that they are our own 
Lesson Helps, published under authority of 
the General Assembly, and specially pre- 
pared for our Canadian Sabbath Schools. - 
They have therefore a strong claim on all 
who desire to see our children not only 
well instructed in the Werd of God, but 
brought up inthorough sympathy with 
what pertains to the welfare of their own 
country and their own Caurch.”’ 


When other Theological Colleges are clos- 
ing in the spring, Manitoba is, opening; 
when they are opening it is closing. Whe- 
ther it is a lap ahead or behind in the Ses- 
sional race, - - - on the 30th of August, the 
closing exercises of .a very successful term 
was held in Convocation Hall. Eight stud- 
ents received a parting counsel from Prin- - 
cipal King and go forth to the ministry in 
the waiting fields of the North West. Dr. 
Ross, of Montreal, and Prof. Falconer, of 
Halifax, have assisted the regular staff dur- 
ing the past session. The good work that 
it does for the great Home Mission Field of 
the North West, 'where sons and daughters 
from all over the Dominion are making their 
homes, is its claim upon the sympathy and 
generous help of the whole church. 


1898 THE 
THE MARITIME SYNOD. 
Met in St. Matthew’s Ch., Halifax, Oct. 


4—7, Rev. J. H. Chase, retiring Moderator, 
preached from John 16: 12. Rev. J. F. 
Forbes, of Sydney, was called to the chair, 

The matters of more general interest be- 
fore the Synod were the main Schemes of 
the Church, the College, Home Missions, 
Augmentation, Foreign Missions, and the 
many subjects that come under the head of 
‘“‘Life and Work.’’ 

The College, one of the centres of work, 


for there the ministry receives its 
stamp, not merely of office, but 
in some measure of character, has 
taken a _ step forward. The Library 


Building, containing additional needed class 
rooms, is nearly completed. About _ three- 
fourths of the cost has been subscribed. It 
is hoped the balance will soon be raised. 
The professors, who know best the need, 
have been among the foremost in their giv- 
ing and collecting for the work. 

The giving by the Synod to Home Mis- 
sions, including what it gives to help its 
own sons and daughters in the scattered 
missions of the far North West, has increas- 
ed, during the past fifteen years, four fold, 
from three and four thousand dollars year- 
ly, to twelve and fourteen thousand yearly. 

From outlying churches and settlements, 
from Northern New Brunswick, from New- 
foundland, from distant Bermuda,—which be 
it remembered belongs to the Presbytery of 
Halifax in the Presbyterian Church in Can- 
ada,—members of Synod spoke of the good 
work done by the Home Mission Fund. 

Augmentation reported as doing well and 
wanting to do better. There are 66 congre- 
gations in the Synod receiving this year 
aid from the Fund:—which means;—that our 
Church is extending; that new groups of 
mission fields are being banded together 
into congregations with a settled minister 
of their own, which otherwise they could 
not have;—which further means that every 
part of these Provinces is being more 


completely leavened with truth and 
righteousness than ever’ before;—which 
means that the more _ remote _ settle- 
ments which send forth sO many 


strong men to lead the country, send more 
of them forth as Christian men;—and which 
also means that we are gaining, every year, 
more helpers in the other schemes of our 
Church work. 

_ Foreign Mission Night brought its usual 
message of success and need; open doors 
opening into larger opportunities. 

Our missionary to the East Indian immi- 
grants in Demarara, Rev. J. B. Cropper, 
makes an earnest appeal for a missionary, 
and emphasizes it. by most generously of- 
fering what he should not be permitted to 
do, give up half his own salary to secure a 
fellow-laborer. 
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A review of the various subjects under the 
head of ‘‘Life and work,’’ such as Sabbath 
Schools, Temperance, Systematic Giving, 
Young People’s Societies, etc., gave much 
to encourage. 

Our Synod by the sea—we have two such 
now—the oldest and the youngest in our 
church,—ever faces the rising sun, both in 
purpose and in work. 


A BIT OF MARITIME HISTORY. 


In the opening sentences of its report of 
the recent meeting of the Maritime Synod 
in Halifax, 4—7 Oct., the Presbyterian Wit- 
ness reviews the Unions of which that Sy- 
nod is the result. 

In 1817, the Synod of the ‘‘Presbyterian 
Church of Nova Scotia was formed. At 
that time there were 26 Presbyterian min- 
isters and 42,000 people in the Maritime 
Provinces. 

In 1833 a Synod was formed in connec- 
tion with the Church of Scotland. 

In 1844, this Synod divided, in sympathy 
with a division in Scotland. .There were 
then, and for sixteen years afterwards, 4 
Synods in the Maritime Provinces. 

In 1860, on the 4th October, was con- 
summated the Union of the ‘Presbyterian 
Church in Nova Scotia, and the Freq 
Church. 
. Six years later, 1866, the New Brunswick 
Synod and that of Nova Scotia were united. 

in 1875, came the Union at Montreal 
when all sections of Presbyterianism in 
Canada were ‘‘gathered into one.’’ All?— 
Nearly all; for our Covenanting brethren 
still stand aloof in some places; and a few 
congregations of the Church of Scotland 
are by themselves. 

These unions have been a blessing, and 
have set free the energies of the Church for 
the great work of Home and Foreign Mis- 
sions. 

The first Synod after the union of 1860 
was held inthis city. Twenty ministers 
who were present at that Synod are living 
to-day, and the names of fourteen are still 
on our roll. 

The first Synod after the union of 1875, 
was held at St. John. 

The Twenty-fourth Synod was held last 
October at Moncton. 

The T'wenty-fifth Synod met in St. Mat- 
thew’s Church, Halifax, on Tuesday even- 
ing, 4th October, 1898. 


~~ 


There is a limit to the work that can be 
got out of a human body, ora human 
brain, and he is a wise man who wastes no 
energy on pursuits for which he is not fit- 
tedi—Gladstone. 
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THE GROWTH AND NEEDS 
OF 
WESTIERN MISSIONS. 


By Rev. Dr. Robertson. 


At the semi-annual meeting of the H. M. 
Committee, stock is taken and an effort 
made to sum up gains and losses. Between 
January and September 20,000 settlers are 
reported to have found a home in Western 
Canada, and 5,000 more will join them be- 
fore the season closes. About one-half of 
those arriving at Winnipeg are ‘English 
speaking; the rest are foreigners. Almost 
all the English-speaking are Protestants, 
but a large proportion of the foreigners are 
adherents of the Greek and Roman Catho- 
lic churches. Many are Lutherans, some of 
whom are tainted with Unitarianism. The 
Roman Catholic Church is likely to cap- 
ture the Grecians. They swooped down on 
a colony of 1000 near Edmonton and bag- 
ged the whole lot ina day. By such ac- 
cessions they hope to recover lost prestige 
and political power. 

Seven new lines, or extensions of old 
lines, of railway, are under construction, 
and, along these, settlements are extending, 
and villages springing up which form the 
nuclei of missions and congregations. The 
growth may not be rapid, but such congre- 
gations have vitality and longevity, and 
when mining districts are but empty holes 
and deserted camps, these congregations 
will be renewing their youth 

Fifteen new missions were organized last 
season in farming and ranching districts, 
and six more in mining and railway cen- 
tres. The mining missions are situated in 
rock-mining districts, where large bodies of 
ore are found, and they have a promise of 
permanence. 

Fifteen missions advanced to the aug- 
mented congregation stage, and, had _ the 
Augmentation Committee room for them, 
nearly a score more would have kept the 
fifteen company. 

During the current year ten augmented 
congregations have, or will, become _ self- 
supporting. During the summer, one of 
these, ‘‘Revelstoke,’’ called a pastor, and 
came on the list. The town has grown dur- 
ing the past season and the congregation 
shared in the growth. The people were 
urged to become self-supporting, they called 
a meeting and passed a resolution to stand 
alone, and at once. ‘‘Pierson’’ was visited, 
Its grant last year was $156, and. with 
less they thought they could not maintain 
an ordained missionary. The needs of the 
H. M. work were set before them, a_ fresh 
canvass was made while their hearts were 
yet warm, and—they are self-supporting. 

Building operations are going on in all 
parts of the field, and they would be brisk- 
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er if the Church and Mense Board could 
give larger help. Let me cite a few cases: 

The missionary in charge wrote me: ‘‘Our 
church at Ponoka is not fit for service in 
winter without repairs; these would cost 
at least $70.00. Can you get us the half of 
this amount ? The Church and Manse 
Board made us a grant, but it is not 
enough; help a struggling station.’’ 

Another: ‘‘Can you get us a little money 
to help our church ? The inside is finished 
and we must see about getting ja stove and 
pipes, and finishing the outside. The silver 
and the gold are His in Whom we trust, 
and I feel quite strongly that if some of 
the wealthy people of the East, whose de- 
light it is to give of their abundance, only 
knew of our need, we_ should get that 
need supplied. This is comparatively a new 
place. We are farming, and in business it 
is all trade, very little money handled, 
The small company belonging to our church 
have done well. We have a Ladies’ Aid So- 
ciety, organized in June—only six mem- 
bers—we pay 25 cents a month. We had a 
table at the Orangemen’s dinner, July 12, 
and cleared $95; $50 of this we gave to the 
Building Fund, the balance and our fees 
we are uSing to buy an organ. We had a 
social and cleared $10. For all this we 
thank God with our whole heart.’’ The 
above is a woman’s letter, and this extract 
is given to show how self-reliant and _ re- 
sourceful Western people are. The Church 
and Manse Board gave a grant, but it was 
not adequate, and this courageous and 
trustful woman asks that $100 more may 
be got from some source. 

Mr. Dickey wrote from Dawson that he 
had the refusal of a building at Eldorado 
for $1500, but only for a day, that they 
must have a church if the work was to 
£0.00 sb ee raised $100 there, and 
drew on me for $400 to meet the first in- 
stalment. 

In all, 25 or 26 churches and manses will 
be built this season in the mission field, 
the church and Manse Board helping by 
grant or loan. But the Fund should _ be 
double its present size to meet the demands. 

An experiment was made last summer to 
place a missionary where the miners are 
employed. The centres of trade are some- 
times 7, 8, or 10 miles from where the men 
are working. When towns like Nelson, 
Rossland, Kaslo, Sandon, etc., were start- 
ing, the same missionary could care for 
town and mine. But the towns have grown, 
the congregations have become seff-support- 
ing and demand the whole time of the min- 
isters and they cannot walk 8 or 10 miles 
and ascend 1500 or 2000 ft. as often as 
services are needed. Nor can these  hard- 
working men come down to service, aS work 
goes on on Sunday as on other days, nor, 
for several reasons, is it desirable that 
they should. And yet where 400, 500 or 600 
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men are found, they should not be neglect- 
ed. Select men are being looked out for 
this special service. it is cheering to note 
that Rossland and Nelson each agree to 
provide $250 a year to defraying the ex- 
penses of these missions. 

Space fails me to tell you of ‘‘Brook- 
lyn,’’ at the east end of the new railway 
under construction. between Rossland and 
Penticton, where the people offered to con- 
tribute $10 a Sabbath if a missionary 
would labor among them; of Swan Ri- 
ver,’’ where hundreds of settlers are going 
in, in advance of the railway, and building 
houses and breaking up land; of ‘‘Fernie,’’ 
where coal mining is already in operation, 
and abundance of fuel promised for smelt- 
ing, steam and domestic purposes; of ‘‘Fort 
Steele,” an important trade and _ mining 
centre, and ideal town-site--Suffice to say 
that the West is growing fast, and that it 
requires the Church to bestir itself if the 
spiritual wants are to be met. The sins and 
sorrows of the West are open and _heart- 
moving, but cannot be treated in the end 
of a sketch. The Church is playing a part 
on a roomy theatre in the West. May God 
grant that she appreciates her responsibil- 
ity and is determined to do her part. 


FROM BARRIE AND AIL- 
GOMA. 


SKETCHES 


By Rev. Allan Findlay, D.D. 


There were fifty-eight mission fields oc- 
cupied during the past summer in the field 
under my care; twenty-seven of them in 
Barrie Presbytery and thirty-one in  Al- 
goma. Working in these fields were thirteen 
ordained missionaries, thirty-seven stu- 
dents, and nine catechists, The condition of 
the work has been on the whole most en- 
couraging. 

Steps Forward. 


Sprucedale, which has beén, for many 
years, under the care of students and cate- 
chists, has advanced a stage, having now 


an ordained missionary. Powassan and 
Burk’s Falls, at their own request, have 
been transferred from the list of mission 


stations to that of congregations with a 
view to a settled pastor and aid from the 
Augmentation Fund. 

Tarbutt, an old mission field, and Sud- 
bury, once a settled congregation, but a 
mission for the last few years, have been 
placed under the care of the Committee on 
Augmentation, and will both become set- 
tled charges in a few weeks. 


A Magician’s Wand. 


I visited Byng-Inlet in July last. For 
many years it was under the care of the 
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Presbytery as a Mission Field, but our ser- 
vice was withdrawn when the mills ceased 
operations. 

Since my last visit, some years ago, new 


life has been infused, indeed it seams-= as 
though some magician’s wand had been 
wafted over the place. Everything is new, 


proprietors, people, mills, enterprise, every- 
thing, even their methods of doing church 
work. They wish supply, which is natural, 
but the unusual part of it is, they wish to 
pay for it themselves. ‘‘No church funds 
for us,’’ said one of the officials, when 
talking over church matters with him, 
‘‘when you put a crutch under a man he 
generally goes lame.’’ Would that others 
could see duty in this practical light. They 
wish to be ranked not only as a settled— 
but as a Self-supporting charge. They  of- 
fer the sum of $750.00 as salary, with the 
use of a house if necessary, and prefer a 
man with a family to a young man. 

This offer is due, mainly to the liberal 
offer of the proprietors——Messrs. Holland 
and Emory, who not only wish their men 
and the families living at the mill to en- 
joy the services of an ordained minister, 
but who alse set them an example in sup- 
porting the cause. ’ 


‘Doubling, Up.’’ 


The doubling up process is being adopted 
this winter to a greater extent than usual, 
By so doing, we save the funds to a cer- 
tain extent and are able to supply ordin- 
ances to a greater number of people than 
would otherwise be possible. That the de- 
sire for services during the winter season is 
increasing among our people, we take as a 
sign of growth in the right direction, and 
we ought to encourage it. 


Tokens of Remembrance 


During the past season we have received 
many evidences that our work is being re- 
membered by friends in different parts of 
the church. From many congregations who 
have adopted the new Book of Praise we 
have received parcels of the Psalter and 
Hymnal, formerly used by them, for use 
among our stations. These have been glad- 
ly received and highly appreciated by our 
people. 

Among the many places from which par- 
cels came, we may mention St. Catharines, 
Dundas, Galt, Brockville, Toronto and else- 
where. Mr. Fisher, stationer, Paris, sends 
the stock on hiis shelves at the time the new 
book was introduced, a choice lot. 

Mr. Hardie, of Ayr, on behalf of his’ ses- 
sion, has presented a communion set, no 
longer needed by them, to one of our fields. 
The gift is highly appreciated by our peo- 
ple, who are thereby reminded of former 
days by the appearance of the ‘‘Set’’ on the 
communion table. 
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We could dispose of many more of these, 
if we had them, among those who would 
appreciate them, but whose circumstances 
prevent them from purchasing. 


The Outlook, Past and Future. 


Viewing the work as a whole, there is 
much to encourage. Four of our mission 
fields pass ‘on to the list of augmented con- 
gregations, and one becomes a Self-support- 
ing congregation, The desire for Ordained 
Missionaries is expressed by many who are 
prevented from asking, only from a sense of 
their inability, at present, to meet the re- 
quirements of the case. These will be heard 
from in due time. 

The tide of prosperity, which is now lav- 
ing our shores, will assuredly be felt in 
these remoter regions of the province. The 
lumber and pulp-wood industries are for the 
present the chief hope of these Northern 


regions, financially. The former will  as- 
suredly revive, while the latter gives pro- 
mise of development that will astonish 


those who have not been observing what 
has been going on quietly in some parts of 
the country. All this means the advance- 
ment of our work, its further development 
-where already established, and the opening 
of new stations in what are now the waste 
places of the land. 


SOME INTERESTING INCIDENTS. 


From the Diary of one of our French Mis- 
sionaries. 


““T began at C—— in May, among our 
people, intending to work there until the 
roads would be fit for a trip to St. C— 
some 80 miles. north. 

A few days before I intended to start a 
man came to me, saying ‘“‘I am sent by 
the people of St. C—— to bring you there. 
They want you to preach the Gospel to 
them.’’ We started and travelled all night 
to get there at daybreak. 

There I heard complaints made against 
the clergy. The people wanted a _ church, 
but the bishop had divided the parish and 
joined the parts to the parishes of St. H— 
and St. C——. He then closed their church 
and demanded entire submission from them. 

For six years the people protested and pe- 
titioned for the reopening of their church, 
and the reconstitution of their parish for 
its name had been removed from the Can- 
onical Calendar. Finally the authorities 
granted them a new church, but placed it 
far from the centre and in a deep valley in 
the forest. 

The majority would not accept the de- 
cision and when a Canon came to_ select 
the place for the altar he was sent away 
amid cries and threats. ‘‘I never had such 
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a fight in my life,’’ said the Canon. The 
church has been built, but largely by the 
priests themselves. 

The people sent delegates to Mons. Merry 
Del Val, the papal delegate. as well as to 
the coadjutor Archbishop of Quebec, with- 
out favorable results. 

But during all these years the people have 
been reading the Gospel which Mr. B. and 
myself distributed among them five years 
ago. Twenty-one of the 24 copies, how- 
ever, had been burnt by the priests. Mr. P. 
OQ. saved his and read and explained it to 
the people. This man died last winter and 
the Bishop and his friends believed the 
trouble ended. But the Gospel had been 
made known by this humble and poor man 
and that was enough. 

Forty men came to my first meeting. I 
had Bibles and New ‘Testaments and in- 
vited them to take each one. Only three did 
so. The rest were afraid to touch the 
books because of what the priests had said. 
Women were alarmed and threatened to use 
the broom on me. The work was delicate 
and required caution. 

Later on these women having learned 
something about my preaching through 
their husbands, became curious. to know 
what sort of a man I was. They marvelled 
that I was not an infidel and always rav- 
ing against their priests. amd little by lit- 
tle it came to pass that women and their 
daughters came to the meetings, which 
were held in the houses of the people. 

Then the people wanted to hear other 
missionaries. The Rev. J. Bourgoin, Prin- 
cipal of the Pointe aux Trembles Schools, 
came and they were delighted. The Rev. E.° 
Brandt also came and they were glad _ to 
see him again. He spent a few weeks and 
helped us to build our little chapel. 

The work is slow, many are old and can- 
not read, but they mean well and want to 
know the truth. 

At the close of our second meeting, sit- 
ting in the middle of the room and listen- 
ing to my answers to the many questions 
of the enquirers, one exclaimed, ‘‘Oh, it is 
nice, I’m so glad to hear it. I see the Gos- 
pel condemns the bishops. They can’t stand 
against it. We don’t want them any more. 
We thought they could only deceive on 
earthly things. but now I see it is in reli- 
gion that they deceive us most.’’ 

Mr. G. L., who received us five years ago, 
had to sell his farm because of persecutions 
encouraged by the priests. The poor man 
said to me, “‘Who will ever know how much 
I cried and suffered for having received the 
Lord’s missionaries in my house.’’ I am 
glad to say that, having started again far- 
ther in the bush, he is succeeding well. 

When we told them that ‘‘we are not here 
to ask you to change your _ religion, but 
to study the Gospel with you. and _ should 
you have to leave the Church! of Rome we 
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shall then receive you,’’ they were amazed. 
Freedom from constraint and enjoyment of 
liberty seemed too much for them. 

* “Dont preach against the conduct of our 
priests,’’ said one to me at the beginning 
of our meetings, ‘‘we know them better 
than you. What we want is hope for the 
future, and justice seems only a name here 
below. We doubt very much if you are any 
better than the priests. We have been de- 
ceived. We want help.’’ 

The mayor of the municipality was at- 
tacked by the other mayors at a_ meeting 
of the County Council because he attended 
our meetings. He spoke in defence of the 
Gospel and when he was done, one of the 
others said, ‘‘speaking for the rest I must 
tell you that you seem to be in the right 
way. 

“It seems to me,’’ said M. O., ‘‘that the 
Spirit of God is touching the hearts. of 
the people and that the country will — be 
won to the Gospel.’’ 

““T like so well the preaching,’’ said an 
old woman, ‘‘that I shall attend every 
meeting.’’ 

‘““It is not for revenge that we have sent 
for you,’’ said the mayor, ‘‘no, itis the 
work of the Bible that you gave the late 
Mir. F.-O. He read’ it, he talked’ “of, its 
contents and we wondered at seeing that a 
layman could see so much light in the Bible 
and we wanted to hear you.’’ 

{ne man was so touched that he said, 
‘“In spite of myself I will be converted.’’ 
His wife had a horror of Protestants and 
acted in such a way that the husband had 
to give up our meetings, but after a few 
weeks he came __—iback. 

Two women came from J. V., and wanted 
to hear the minister, so we had a_ special 
meeting for them. Afterwards they asked, 
‘“‘How is it that our priests detest minis- 
ters who talk only of Jesus Christ and of 
His death for us.’’ 


A man fron C—— said to me that the 
Protestamts had nothing good, and asked, 
“‘Have you any religion?’’ ‘““Yes,’’ said I. 
‘‘Whom do you worship ?’’ ‘‘God.’’ ‘‘Have 
you any holy books from him ?”’ ‘“‘Yes, 
the Bible.’’ ‘‘By whom was it written ?’’ 
“By holy men inspired by the Holy 


Ghost.’’ ‘‘Well, sir, let me tell you it is 
good for nothing. The priests. have another 
Bible written by God himself.’’ The same 
man said to me, ‘‘When a man wants to lie, 
he has but to make the sign of the Cross 
and there is no harm.’’ 

When the people began to build our  lit- 
tle Chapel at St. C——, the priest looking 
at it said, ‘“‘The Holy Virgin will destroy 
it.’’ ‘‘Yes.’’ answered a bystander, ‘“‘but 
God is greater than the Virgin and He will 
rebuild it.’’ 

A man, after hearing a sermon on ‘‘The 
Lost Sheep,’’ said, ‘‘Therefore there is no 
purgatory, no penance. Jesus is’ looking 
after us and when he finds’ us He rejoices 


* 
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and the angels too. We should not there- 
fore fear him; how beautiful is the truth.’’ 

Said another, ‘‘The persecution by our 
clergy has been a benediction, for it is by 
that indirect means that we have come to 
a knowledge of the truth.’’ 

After listening to a sermon on Nicodemus 
one said, ‘‘If we must be born again’ the 
Protestant religion is not so easy a_ thing 
as the priests say, for it is serious and 
exacting, and we never heard such mar- 
vellous things.’’ 

Said a Roman Catholic who did not come 
wo our meetings, ‘“‘Since the missionaries 
are here there has been a great improve- 
ment in the conduct and words of the peo- 
ple, there is a great change and surely 
there is a power in the Gospel.’’ 

The priest of St. H—— called on Mr. G. 
L. and asked, ‘‘Did you get a Bible from the 
Protestants ?”* ““Yes,’? said Mr. L. “Burn 
it then and I will give you a R. C. one.”’ 
“All right.’’ ‘‘Yes, but I see you are afraid 
Hand it to me,’’ and taking the book he 
opened the stove and threw it in. 

Three weeks later he gave Mr. L. a new 
Testament, of the version Baillargeon. But 
Mr. L. having another one given him five 
years ago by Mr. Brandt, read and com- 
pared them together, and said, ‘‘They are 
almost alike, priests lie.’’ 

It it were not for the effect of the Jesuit- 
ical morals and distinctions inculcated as 
to venial and mortal sins, work would be 
eaSier and progress more marked. We have 
had meetings once or twice a week for 
singing. The young people and also’ the 
older ones enjoy them very much and all 
sing with joy. Ina single evening we have 
sung from ten to twenty-five hymns with- 
out omitting a verse. 

I visited the young people freely in their 
homes, of which 25 were open to me. I 
distributed many tracts and 24 Bibles and 
25 New Testaments. People from other pla- 
ces wanted books too. 

At my last meeting I emphasized the duty 
and privilege of reading the Scriptures, and 
I am gladto_ say that they like God’s 
Word, even those of them who withdrew 
from our meetings. They give the Bible the 
best place in the living room and consult 
it often. 

On the 18th Sept. we hada meeting at 
which a petition was prepared expressing 
eratitude to the Board of French Evangeli- 
zation for their kindness and asking for a 
missionary for the winter. Both men and 
women signed it and subscribed $36 toward 
salary and offered to subscribe for the sal- 
ary of a lady teacher for a school. Three 
young people from St. C—— and two from 
C©—— have been ‘admitted to the Pointe- 
aux-Trembles schools. 

Now that an ordained missionary has 
been appointed to the field I hope and pray 
tats t. o will become a centre of light 
for the whole county. | 
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W. F..M..S.;,; EAST. 


The annual meeting of this Society, held 
in Charlottetown, in September, was a 
very successful one. Mrs. Dr. Dodge, lor a 
number of years the beloved president, felt 
_ obliged by the state of her health to re- 
sign, and Mrs. Currie of Halifax, was 
chosen to succeed. 

The statistics of the Society, and the 
progress for the year are:— 


Presbyterials, 9,—increase, 1: Auxiliaries 
220,—increase, 24; Scattered Helpers, 830, 
—increase, 79; Life Members, 111,—in- 
crease, 24; The circulation of the ‘‘Mess- 
age’’ is 2,687,—increase 527. 

The amounts raised by the various pres- 
byteries are:— 


PICTOU wxcata cette tarett ap teers: $2,307.17 
HiT a Xue. foccee ch «ete cudee h stenanes coe aentin es . 1,865.70 
TTYL Ow cccape cee! aapecent ao tice yee cuccbeeeh Sarees 1,544.13 
Pi. “Lsla nd 2e iin ie ovcss Gece stuaeecases ir eeeey 874.66 
Str J ONG tba ke astcc sects coment runs 1,489.67, 
A Miokiger a akecich serens Heeena Sou Bhasin ceedo bcd 782.70 
Shiite. Mba here ece. ee Srey ae 205.54 
Wallace ieee lit nce aac aa tne bb decir 823.01 
eM iran 1Chi Gliese scccs heats eee ates ae 462.83 
Auxiliaries, sOther sy... c.ct scese ts cbsheceense 188.42 
ENTCLES Uk food isc ad cook oes aetna bh ohh odeee ice 140.00 
$10,633.83 


A grand showing, and after all, the work 
carried on under the immediate care of the 
Society was met, they were able to hand 
over $1800 additional to the Foréign Mis- 
3ion Fund. 

In Young Peoples’ Work the number of 
Mission Bands is 103, with a membership 
of 2,523, which raised during the year $1,- 
892.99. 


—— 


A TRIP TO DEMERARA. 
By Rev. Dr. Morton. 


Tunapuna, Trinidad, 


September 23, 1898. 
For the ‘‘Record.”’ 

On behalf of the Foreign Mission Com- 
mittee (E. D.) Rev. Dr. Grant and myself 
sailed for Demerara on August 29th, and 
enjoyed a very smooth passage both going 
and coming. We had dry days and moon 
light nights, and a well arranged pro- 
gramme, so we got through with the task 
assigned us in three and a half days, and 
were back in a week. 

Our report is in the hands of the F. M. 
Com., but there are some facts that may 
meantime be of interest to the readers of 
the Record. 
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Our missionary, Mr. Cropper, reports 
himself well. He looked to us overworked 
and the testimony of others is that he ne- 
ver spares himself. We were told plainly 
that Demerara had room for many more 
like him if our Canadian Church had such 


to send. 

Mr. Cropper wrote urging that an addi- 
tional missionary should be appointed at 
Helena, which is a settlement of East In- 
dians on an abandoned sugar estate which 
the Government bought up, and is’ yviving 
out to them in lieu of a return passage to 
India. This is a wise movement on the part 
of the Colonial Government, and Mr. Crop- 
per has erected a school house and opened 
a school at Helena, 18 miles from _ Better 
Hope. 

We found, however, that subsequent to 
Mr. Cropper’s application Mission work 
on the West Coast had been practically 
abandoned, and we were asked to consider 
the urgency of that district. It will be 
remembered that it was here our mission- 
ary, Mr, Gibson labored and died. Here 
also died Rev. Mr. Johnston when supply- 
ing for a time St. Luke’s parish. The op- 
portunity at the West Coast is as open, and 
the call as urgent, as ever it was. 

A railway is under construction from the 
Demerara River, opposite Georgetown, 
down through the district to the Essequibo 
River. This will considerably change the as- 
pect of the place and make it much more 
accessible. 

The sugar crisis seriously affects Deme- 
rara, but many of the estates, especially 
on the East and West Coasts, are so well 
equipped that when they fail, sugar and all 
that rests upon it will be in ruins. 

Of course every one knows that the coast 
of Demerara is flat and in many places be- 
low high tide. It follows that it has a 
highly artificial system of drainage, and 
to one mountain-bporn, it is depressing. 

But. it has its compensations. Mr. Crop- 
per at times cycles nearly 40 miles in a day 
in doing his work. It faces the Atlantic 
and the sea breeze, and it has no hurri- 
canes. The late destructive hurricane as_ it 
passed us by, gave us for an hour or two 
gusty threatening breezes, followed by ter- 
rific thunder and lightning and _ heavy 
rains, but no wind. There were no casual- 
ties, even from the lightning, and only a 
moderate overflow in the rivers. How much 
we have for which to be thankful ! 

Mrs. Morton spent the midsummer school 
holidays in Barbadoes for the sake of her 
own health, and that of one of our teach- 
ers. She had only returned three weeks be- 
fore the hurricane, and people were killed 
at one of the houses where she stayed. 
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SAD NEWS FROM FORMOSA. 
By Rev. Dr. G. L. Mackay. 


Tamsui, Formosa, 12 Aug., 1898. 


Rev. R. P. Mackay, 

Dear Bro.—Last Monday about dawn Rev. 
Tan He’s soul entered glory. On Tuesday 
2nd inst, he came here and remained with 
us until Thursday morning. He walked 
and talked with me on the college grounds 
for two hours, but showed no signs of 
weakness or fatigue tho’ the weather was 
hot and oppressive. On returning to ‘‘Sin- 
tiam’’ he continued at his accustomed work 
until Sabbath evening. Then conversed 
with his son Chheng Gi till 10 p.m., and— 
strangely enough— retired to my usual] 
sleeping room when there. 

At midnight he arose, feeling ill; but soon 
after fell unconscious at his son’s feet. 
Everything that loving hearts could devise 
was done but of no avail. A Japanese doc- 
tor was sent.for, but he was unable to af- 
ford relief. Without uttering a word he 
went home at 5 p. m. 

Was it apoplexy? That is uncertain, con- 
sidering his predisposition and symptoms. 
Asphyxia perhaps was the cause of death. 

It was painful when I received word of 
his dangerous illness. But think of the 
shock as I was about to start, when a tele- 
gram announced his death. 

Koa Kau and our son George accompani- 
ed me, and we had to remain over night in 
Bang-Kah. The next morning we set out 
for Sin-tiam, and arrived at 8.30 a. m. 

I never visited the place with such feel- 
ings, but will not intrude them upon others. 
We entered the church, and there lay’ the 
coffin on benches in front of the platform. 
The lid was gently removed, and we gazed 
at the familiar face for the last time. 

At1p.m.I_ spoke to the weeping Christ- 
ians standing around the departed. Then we 
went to a lovely spot amid the everlasting 
hills and laid his remains in the narrow 
bed. All sang 


“For ever with the Lord.’’ 


and separated with mingled feelings. 

Heathen villagers asked and obtained 
permission to join the funeral procession. 

The following is a brief account of Rev. 
Tan He’s life. It is from his own pen and 
sent to me when in Canada:— Bs 

I was born in 1851, at Tamsui, where my 
father was a trader. I went to school from 
eight to seventeen years of age, and then 
our family moved to Go-ko-Khi, and work- 
ed a small farm. 

We were all idolaters, and I was leader 
and worshipped all sorts of idols and spir- 
its. I also burned incense before’ the 
moon! 

In July, 1872, I went with my father to 
Tamsui, and saw a new kind of worship in 
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your little Chinese house. I heard you 
read aloud the Ten Commandments. The 
next time I went you spoke about one 
‘Jesus; and the third time I heard about the 
Holy Spirit. All seemed . good and true, 
and I soon ceased bowing befure gods _ of 
clay and camphor wood. 

In October of the same year I became 
your student, and studied during 1873. On 
February 15th, 1874; I was baptized at Go- 
Ko-Khi. 

I then went to Sin-Kang, to preach for a 
few months. Returning I labored in Go- 
Ko-Khi, and He-Sin-Chin,—and in 1876, I 
labored at Toa-liong-pong. Next year I 
was stationed at He-sin-chin. In 1878, I 
preached at Khoe-chin and Sin-tiam. 

Tho at the chapels on Sabbath, I spent 
five days a week along with others study- 
ing under you. Our college was Kelung 
Cave—sea-shore, mountain’s side, bamboo 
grooves, and under trees like the large 
Banyan at Pat-li-hun. 

In 1884, the French attacked Formosa, 
and all the Sin-tiam Christians were plund- 
ered, many beaten, and several killed by 
the enraged heathen. Myself and family 
narrowly escaped from the mok 

In 1885, I was ordained a native pastor 
and went to Tiong-Kang, whilst you built 
the present beautiful stone church at Sin- 
tiam. 

From 1888 to 1891 I assisted teaching 
in Oxford College. Afterwards I preached 
at Sek-Khan; and in 1893 the Sin-tiam peo- 
ple undertook to support me at the _ rate 
of $204 (Mexican) a year and I have been 
here amongst them ever since.’’ 

It has been truly said that we should 
not expect Christians from heathenism to 
be on a level with those from a long line 
of Christian ancestry. There are notable 
exceptions, however, and Rev. Tan He is 
one. ‘Here is a native lifted at once to a 
high level of Spiritual power. A man full 
of the Holy Spirit and daily manifesting 
the Spirit’s fruits. ‘‘This one thing I do’’ 
seemed to inspire him in his daily life. 
What one thing? To work and work for 
Jesus Christ, for the salvation of souls. 

Think of his life and labors for twenty- 
five years! 

Think of the thousands 
Gospel from his lips! 

Think of the hundreds who rejected idola- 
try through his influence. 

Think of the scores saved 
mentality! 

Think! Let no one dare whisper ‘‘Mis- 
sions a failure.’’ 

He told me repeatedly of Japanese offi- 
cers who were at the chapel and how gen- 
tlemanly they treated him. He spoke lov- 
ingly of them, and I know from _ various 
sources that the Japanese held him in high 
esteem. Rev. K. Kawai, Japanese pastor, 
bears similar testimony. 


who heard the 


by his instru- 
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But enough, he is yonder, and we are here 
still. Here sorrowing as frail mortals yet 
praising God as followers of Christ our 
King. There is no time for too much weep- 
ing and wailing. Now is the time for our 
faith—our living faith in our risen and as- 
cended Lord. The time for that faith that 
can see Jesus right here in our midst, as 
our best friend to guide and cheer amid our 
griefs and trials. Yes, this is the time to 
-hear the God of battles shout ‘‘Forward.”’ 
‘‘f am with you still, I will fill the bro- 
ken ranks.’’ ‘‘Iam with you alway—even 
unto the end of the world.—Amien.’”’ 
Ever yours sincerely, 


G. L. MACKAY. 


NOTES FROM TRINIDAD. 


Trinidad, 
A eee 


In a letter sent from Couva, 
Oct. 1st, our missionary, Rev. 
Thompson, writes: 

‘‘Tt is hot, very hot, and not likely to be 
anything else for some time. 

You have no doubt seen full particulars of 
the hurricane that visited Barbadoes and 
St. Vincent. They are not easily exaggerat- 
~ ed. 

The government here gave one thousand 
pounds sterling to St. Vincent, and clothes, 
money, etc., are being diligently collected. 

The destruction to life and property, es- 
pecially in St. Vincent, has been’ very 
great. Trinidad escaped. 

The Sunday night of the storm the light- 
ning played over the sky here ina way 
that was grand beyond discription. Dark, 
heavy clouds spread over the sky at an 
early hour. Every few minutes the whole 
sky was lighted up, one great sheet of light. 
One moment all was black as night could 
be. The next the whole horizon was' one 
blaze of vivid, dazzling light. 

The thunder did not follow immediately, 
so that there was no feeling of terror as is 
produced by a ‘‘crash’’ instantly follow- 
ing the lightning, but we thought of a ter- 
rible storm somewhere. 

There was a very heavy downpour of rain 
after midnight, measuring in some _ places 
over four inches. In Couva we had about 
two inches, quite enough, don’t you think. 

I do not know what will be the result 
of this storm upon the problems these two 
Islands, in common with all the West In- 
dies, were facing. This may be the way 
that Providence is leading them. Good will 
come of it all, we may be sure. 

It would be a boon to us all if we could 
get rid of all the financial care and bur- 
den of our work, and give ourselves up 
solely to preaching and teaching. The very 
growth of the work forces us to. spread 
ourselves over more ground and so we c¢in- 
not work up as we would like the fields al- 
ready occupied. 

Our work has this year given better re- 
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sults than ever, and we are working and 
hoping for still better things to come.”’ 


NOTES FROM HONAN. 


From the ‘‘Exchange,’’ the manuscript 
paper of our mission at Chang-te-fu. 

“The month of August was an extremely 
wet one. Reports from Chu Wang tell of 
falling walls, crumbling dispensary, etc. 
One of the missionaries lately attending a 
funeral was obliged to wade. Our houses 
are all standing, though blue-moulded to 
the ceilings. Some bridges have been swept. 
away by the river, and a rumor has reach- 
ed us of the Wei River bursting its banks 
near Hsin Chén. 

Mr. Wu, first medical assistant at Chu 
Wang, is at present here to attend his wed- 
ding, but is not yet certain when or where 
it is to be. The groom wants it performed 
according to Christian ceremony in the mis- 
sion compound, but the bride’s relatives ob- 
ject for fear it be said she is marrying a 
foreigner. So matters are being slightly de- 
layed. 

A curious custom came under our notice 
lately. Etiquette demands that a man shall 
not marry within the three years of mourn~+ 
ing for a parent. This is sometimes not 
convenient, and the difficulty is overcome 
by a hasty marriage in the presence of the 
parent’s corpse before mourning is begun. 

Last week we had a visit from two men 
from near Little Fort seeking admission to 
the church in order to escape the Roman 
Catholics. Their story was that because of 
a fight between a Roman Catholic boy and. 
a heathen boy at a _ theatre, Fa- 


ther Gerard accused the whole village. 
The magistrate cut it down to nine men 
who were to apologise, besides supplying 


three pair of wooden tablets, four flags, 
ten thousand cash, two gongs, a_ three 
days’ theatre, and a feast for over thirty 
persons. 

When all the smaller articles had been 
handed over and the feast was nearly fin- 
ished, eight men appeared to apologise. The 
priest asked for the ninth. They promised 
to send for him, but he refused to accept 
that, demanding that all the presents, etc., 
should be repeated on this man’s account. 
They then thought to escape from his ra- 
pacity by entering the Protestant ranks, 


though they knew nothing of Christ’s 
truth. 
On Aug. 16th Wang Fu Lin peaceably 


passed, as we believe, to his home ia 
glory. He was at one time a heathen 
story-teller, gambler, and opium smoker, 
but was brought to know the Lord, and 
for nearly three years did noble work 
preaching here, working even beyond his 
strength to let others know of his loving 
Saviour. May we have many more as 
faithful ! 


1898 


AN ERROMANGAN COMMUNION. 


Its a far cry from cannibal feast to com- 
munion service, but twenty-five years of 
faithful work has, with God’s blessing, 
given our missionaries, Mr. and sirs. Rob- 
ertson to see the former give place on 
blood stained Erromanga to communion 
gatherings that would do credit to a com- 
munion in Pictou, Cape Breton, or Glen- 
gary, in ye oldem tyme, not to speak of 
to-day. 

Of their last great sacramental gathering 
early this year, Mr. Robertson writes: ‘‘It 
was held at Port Elizabeth, two miles west 
of the late James Gordon’s_ station. 
Though the weather was wet, we had re- 
presentatives from every district on the Is- 
land, and between five and six hundred 
men, women and children, were present. 

By Saturday the rain only fell in showers 
and we and the people managed to gather 
by noon at the place of meeting, where food 
was gathered in abundance by the teachers, 
chiefs and people of that and the nearer 
villages, for the whole company. 

The rain kept off on Sunday, and _ after 
the large rough church, specially built for 
the occasion, was literally packed with 
church members and others, a large num- 
ber had to find seats wherever they could 
outside. But as the building was open at 
the doors, and the day was cloudy, there 
was no- inconvenience, for all heard and 
saw and all were comfortable. 

Aiter the Sunday evening service end on 
Monday I received sixteen pounds towards 
the support of native teachers, and, better 
still, at my earnest request they went home 
from this great communion gathering to 
prepare a larger quantity of arrowroot 
than ever before , to pay for printing the 
New Testament and for the support of na- 
tive teachers in their own is] and. 

It was that we might do something on 
the island to help support our own teach- 
ers that I made such an earnest and strong 
appeal toall the people assembled at the 
sacrament in Elizabeth Bay in the month 
of July last, 1897, that they should gather 
and prepare an extra quantity of arrowroot 
immediately on their return home, and pro- 
mised that if they would do so I would 
do my“best to put it up carefully, ship it, 
and try and get sale for it. 

Well they did so, as the result proves, 
and I intend applying one-third of the 
whole proceeds less expenses, to the sup- 
port of teachers. 

Our poor people have almost no means of 
earning a shilling on the island, except by 
working for us, or selling curiosities to a 
passing vessel, or a little yam and a few 
fowls. But I am sure the Church will be 
gratified with what we have done and be 
lieve that we have done what we could.’ 
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NEW HEBRIDES SUPERSTITIONS. 


Of deep interest is the following sketch 
from the New Hebrides, by Rev. J. Gillan, 
of Malekula, the second largest island in 
the group. Mr. Gillan is settled in ‘‘Uri- 
piv,’’ a small island of about 400 people, 
from which he works also the adjacent 
‘‘mainland’’ of Malekula. In the Australian 
‘‘Presbyterian’’ he writes: 

We settled here nine years ago, and got a 
warm welcome from the people, a few of 
whom had heard a little about missionar. 
ies and their work, and who knew that the 
influence of a missionary tended to decrease 
the constant inter-triba] wars in which 
they are involved. 

But, though they were glad to receive us, 
it was long before our teaching seemed ‘to 
have much effect on their hearts. This is 
hardly to be wondered at when one remen- 
bers how heathenism holds them as in the 
grip of a giant. For them to give up the 
religious ceremonies and customs of their 
forefathers seems a thing almost impos- 
sible, a thing not to be thought of. 


Some Strange Beliefs. 


To understand this, we must know at 
least a little about their religious beliefs, 
of which a sort of caste system (the South 
Sea Island tabu) forms a very ftmportant 
part. Their religion is a sort of worship of 
spirits, though not what is_ generally 
known as spirit worship. When a man who 
has attained to the chieftainship dies, his 
sons, nephews, grandsons and some _ othey 
relatives make his spirit an object of wor- 
ship. Many sacred rites are performed, end- 
ing in a large, more than life-size, figure ke- 
ing set up in the sacred ground. To insure 
success in war, good crops, exemption fron 
sickness or early death and such things, the 
spirit, represented by the image, must con- 
stantly be propitiated. 

All the men and boys (women have little 
or nothing to do with such things, work 
being their portion) must be careful not tc 
break caste in any way, and they mus} 
make the necessary offerings. to the parti- 
cular spirit which they worship, then § all 
will go well with them, both now and _ in 
the life to come, of which they have verv 
little thought and the most hazy ideas. If 
the proper ceremonies are not’ performed, 
the spirit of some enemy will bring  disas- 
ter upon them—disease, death, famine, ship- 
wreck, or something of the kind. But if no 
law of caste is broken and no Sacrifice 
omitted, they may do as they like, that is, 
commit any sin—murder, adultery, or any 
thing else. Of course, they must not . be 
found out by the wronged person, or he 
will murder them, if he is able to do so 
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The caste system is very intricate. Two 
of its principal rules are that the flesh of 
a female animal must not be eaten; and 
that no food of any kind may be eaten, if 
cooked on a fire not specially dedicated to 
men. A man could not light his pipe ata 
woman’s fire nor drink a cup of tea, say 
from our table. Nor could he eat a banana 
from a bunch of which a woman had taken 
one. If, by any accident, a mistake was 
made in any of these respects by a heathen, 
he would consider it a very serious matter, 
and it would cost him at least one valued 
pig to be restored to his former rank. 


They have a belief in a future state, but 
this belief influences their conduct very lit- 
tle. If the rules of tabu have been obeyed 
during life, and if at death the relatives 
perform the necessary ceremonies, including 
the killing of tusked pigs, whose spirits are 
supposed to accompany that of the disea- 
ed, all will be well in the next life. 


This is a very brief and bare outline of 
their belief but enough to show that it 
allows no place for sin as spoken of by us 
and hence no place for a Saviour. Thus a 
missionary has usually to labor among 
them for a long time before they have any 
interest in the Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sin of the world. 

Of course sin is very prevalent, and _ al- 
though many have given up some of their 
vilest practices, I am sorry to say’ there 
are thousands yet in this district who 
practice infanticide, cannibalism and such 
things. Burying alive the old, the sick, and 
the feeble is, alas ! still common. 

But now more than a thousand of these 
people are, more or less, under our influ. 
ence, more than half that number worship- 
ping. A Church is formed, with over twenty 
adult members. This is, of course, only a 
beginning: but there is every reason to be 
lieve that God is blessing the work intrust- 
ed to us here, and we have good reason to 
hope that each year’ will find increased 
numbers gathered into Christ’s fold, lead- 
ing clean and pure lives, free from the de- 
grading influence of the ‘‘tabu’’ and hea- 
then worship. 

Our life among these people is a very 
busy one, and not, as many people suppose, 
at all monotonous. True, it is lonely, as, 
except when the steamer calls every second 
month, we seldom see a white person, and 
then only for a few minutes. And there is 
sometimes a terrible craving for sympathy. 

But the life not monotonous. Our ordin- 
ary work consists of daily worship and 
teaching, every morning at daybreak for 
one hour, a prayer-meeting on Wednesdays, 
and the usual Sabbath services. We also 
have classes of some kind every night, ex- 
cept Saturday, from 7 to 8.30. At these 
classes we teach English, reading, writing, 
etc. On Friday we have a class for cate- 
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chumens, the number of whom is at present 
about thirty. 

We have teachers settled on the mainland 
and adjacent small islands, and they have 
to be visited regularly, on week-days to 
attend to their secular wants, and on Sab- 
baths. 

A Busy Sabbath. 
To-morrow, 


Saturday, I hope, to go by 


boat to my most distant stations, visiting 


the people and inviting them to attend the 
morrow’s services. Remaining for the 
night at the most distant station, soon 
after daybreak on Sabbath I begin a ser- 
vice and work back towards Uripiv, usual- 
ly holding four services, and reaching home 
about dark. Then we hold the evening ser- 
vice. During my absence a teacher offici- 
ates, and at nearly every meeting a teacher 
or church member, engages in prayer or 
gives short addresses. Much of our time is 
taken up in translating the Scripture and 
preparing suitable hymns, with the help of 
our teachers and some of the most promis- 
ing natives of the place. 

All this may be called our ordinary work. 
But I have also to bea doctor, peace-mak- 
er, advocate, etc., in time of war, and 
when village quarrels take place, and we 
are, in fact, always being called upon’ to 
help in some trouble. 


Burying Alive. 


When anyone is very sick, we have an an- 
xious time, as there 1s always the danger 
that some kind friend will advocate’ the 
burial of the sick one, which will then 
promptly take place, unless I am on _ the 
spot. 

While writing these lines, I have been 
away several times to a village about half 
a mile distant, to see a poor young man, 
who is probably near death, and whose 
heartless or thoughtless relatives are anx- 
ious to bury him, so that they can attend 
to their own wants without being troubled 
about him. 

Then there is building of schools and 
churches, fencing, and many items of manu- 
al labor. A severe earthquake the other 
day, simultaneous with the outbreak of the 
volcano on Lopevi, shook down a church at 
an outstation, which must, of course be re- 
built. 

In all my work I am assisted by my sis- 
ter, Mrs. Morris, who is especially sucess- 
ful among the women and young lads, who 
make her their special friend and confidant. 

Join with us in praying for the speedy 
conversion of the poor heathen, of whom 
so much that is sad must be written. To 
those who only see the young and healthy 
ones on the beach while a passing vessel is 
here, they seem hearty and light-hearted; 
but, oh! the misery among the old, the 
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sick the wounded—women often almost 
beaten to death by their husbands—that is 
only known to one who sees, not only their 
villages, but the inside of their houses. 


A WOHAN’S LETTER FROM ERROMANGA. 


“The summer with its great heat, damp- 
ness, and many discomforts, has passed 
away;’’—writes Mrs. Robertson, to a friend 
under date 27 June.’’ 

We are once more enjoying cool nights 
and pleasant bright days, and, for a time, 
forgetting there is such a thing as a tropi- 
cal summer with its deluging rains and op- 
pressive atmosphere. 

Our natives like the heat and are delight- 
ed when the summer comes round again. 
During the cold mornings they love to sit 
around the fires in their grass huts, roast- 
ing a taro or yam, and waiting until the 
sun rises over Dillon’s Bay Mountains and 
warms the valley, when the school bell 
rings and the old and young gather into 
the church more for morning worship than 
for school, for immediately after this short 
service the bell rings again for the children 
and young people. 

In July and August there are often many 
ill, and much of our time is taken up in vis- 
iting the sick and doing what we can for 
their comfort and relief, though the friends 
of the sick ones are generally very attentive 
to them. This is largely the result of our 
continual talking and urging upon them as 
a Christian duty the care of the sick and 
afflicted in their midst. 

We have now in this village a sick man 
who has been for a year subject to fits, and 
at times is almost helpless. No white wo- 
man could be more attentive to her hus- 
band than the wife of this man, though she 
has two young children often ill and need- 
ing her care. Though having few house- 
hold duties to perform, Naversepi has’ to 
provide food for them all; their garden, or 
plantation, being far away, and often not 
much in it but a few yam heaps and some 
branches of bananas; returning in the even- 
ing, she prepares their food. and all this 
she does with the youngest child tied on 
her back. 

Before she was married Naversepi was 
one of our girls trained on the premises. 
Twice she went out as a servant to other 
islands, when we were unable to geta 
suitable couple to go. Returning home she 
was married to Lovo, then a strong young 
man, and a teacher in the district of Une- 
pang, until he took ill. Mr. Robertson has 
been unable to place another teacher in the 
same district, and only to-day he, with the 
old chief Nalial, and some strong young 
men, came here bringing their yearly con- 
tribution of arrowroot. 

Now is the busy season all over the _is- 
land for gathering the bulb and preparing 
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the arrowroot. We hope to have a larger 
shipment than usual this year. The last 
two years I have undertaken to make, with 
the help of our daughter Nellie, now with 
us, all the small bags for the arrowroot, 
When these are filled and ready for packing 
the native women who sew best gather on 
the green near the school-house and sew up 
the mouths of the bags. The strong oak 
casks are then lined with paper, and with 
Mission hands, and sometimes a lad to 
help, Mr. Robertson carefully packs in the 
bags and prepares all ready for shipping to 
Glasgow, where, through the kindness of 
our good friend, Mr. Barnett, we still get 
sale for it. 

Some of our missionaries have this year 
been obliged to give up making arrowroot, 
there being no sale in the colonies for it, 
but then on the Northern Islands, there are 
many traders, and the natives there can 
make and sell copra, for which they get a 
good price. 

Our people in the village have just erect- 
ed a large building, one hundred and twen- 
ty feet long and twenty-five feet wide. This 
is for the Sacrament, the Church being too 
small for the number of people expected. 
This building is open at the sides and roof- 
ed in white plaited cocoanut leaves. It 
takes a large number to cover so large a 
building, and for nearly a week the men 
and women, and children old enough, have 
been busy plaiting leaves, which, when 
fresh and new, look so pretty, but do not 
stay long so. We pray that many who will 
come to this gathering may return to their 
homes having their hearts touched by the 
love of Jesus, and a desire to consecrate 
their lives to his service. 

On the fourth of September we will have 
our annual gathering for the school chil- 
dren of this village and the outlying dis- 
tricts. The first part of the day is given 
up to the preparation of food. Besides the 
native food cooked in the usual way, they 
also get large pots of rice, tea biscuit, and 
when we had them, a nanny goat or two.. 
which helped to make the feast a success. 
The afternoon is given up to play, then to- 
wards evening the children are gathered to- 
gether for a short service of singing, after 
which they each receive a small present, 
and that generally depends on what we are 
able to give them. This year we have had 
no mission boxes or parcels, and if none 
come in August, when the steamer returns 
from Sydney, what we can give them will 
be small. My sewing-class have made a 
few small garments, which will help. The 
girls sew slowly but neatly. 

Twenty-six years to-day since we were set- 
tled on this island, and in that time what 
a wonderful change has come _ over the 
whole group, and how many of these dark 
islanders have been brought out of dark- 
ness into light. 
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LETTER FROM HONAN. 
Percy C. Leslie, M. D. 
To Erskine Church, Montreal] 


The sun rose clear and bright, shedding 
light and life on waiting nature. But the 
sun has another mission in China, as it re- 
veals the misery of countless millions, who, 
having barely enough to keep body and soul 
together, know nothing of the Bread which 
endureth unto everlasting life. 

O, when shall the Sun of Righteousness 
who lightens the hearts of many peoples of 
many lands rise on this needy, waiting 
nation; God who has given the same light 
and sun to gladden the people of all lands 
in equal proportion; has also provided the 
Light of the World; and has he meant it to 
be localised in a few places while’ others 
just as needy and just as deserving are in 
a state of ‘‘having no hope and without 
God in the world?’’ Such are the thoughts 
suggested by the dawn of a new day on: Ho- 
nan, a day which we invite you to spend 
with us. 

The morning is still young.Duties must 
be early attended to to-day. The workmen 
are busy on the missionary house on _ the 
new mission property, and here we pay our 
first visit. It is only six o’clock, but’ the 
work has already been in progress some 
time. 

With the Builders. 


From the fact that the missionary is to 
be the future occupant of the house he takes 
pleasure in his visits. As he is also architect 
he has responsibility and being superintend- 
ent of erection he requires to he there, not 
constantly, but often enough to let’ the 
workmen know that they have more to do 
than put in time and draw their pay; and 
a difficult task it is to have patience witb 
the men whose main purpose is to extend 
the work over as long a period of time as 
possible. 

The aggravation is intensified wher it is 
found that three men have taken half a day 
to put on a door which was all ready to 
hang, and then to find out for them that 
it has been hung wrong, and has to be tak- 
en down and the work done all over again. 
After this tour of inspection breakfast and 
morning Chinese worship follow, and then 
the work of the day begins. 


At the Operating Table. 


There are several men here expecting oper- 
ation this morning. We take our place be 
side the board supported on two wooden 
trestles and which is dignified by the name 
of ‘‘Operating Table.’’ The patient is a 
young man and he has come about a__ hun- 
dred miles, after having suffered) many 
things of many physicians and was nothing 
bettered. He has his doubts about the for- 
eign doctor too, but his life is miserable to 
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himself and his friends, so he is to stake 
his life and take his chances. 

He has brought his older brother along 
with him and after some days of delibera- 
tion he has consented to go to sleep under 
the anesthetic and submit to the knife. The 
brother stands by, and it is interesting to 
watch his face but not a word does he ut- 
Ler, 

And now the knife has opened a large 
tumor on the side of his face. The blood 
flows freely for a moment or so, while the 
older brother’s face takes a pale hue and 
the lips grow white. A little fresh air is 
prescribed and he breathes more freely and 
again returns in order to see that the pa- 
tient’s head is not removed. 

The operation goes on and at last a large 
mass difficult to: describe is removed, the 
wound is sewed up, and the patient is 
again recognized by his anxious brother and 
slowly regains consciousness. It is a good 
piece of work done in the name of a better 
Master. May it be for His glory. 


The Halt, Maimed, Lame and Blind. 


And now wecross the yard and come 
across a group of small buildings. This is 
the hospital and in one of the wards, if it 
can be dignified by such a name,—sits the 
missionary on a camp stool, surrounded hy 
a group of half adozen men, some with 
arms bandaged up, others with cyes dim 
with neglect and maltreatment by native 
physicians. 

A strange congregation it is and to these 
is being preached the Word o! Life. 1+ 
comes to some as an idle tale; it comes to 
others with a rebuke to their sinful life; 
while to a few it comes as glad tidings. 

Here is a man who has taken some defin- 
ite interest in the Gospel. He understands 
now, or says he does, that there is but one 
God. He acknowledges that his own idols 
are helpless to help. The truth appeals to 
him as theright truth to follow,—but;— 
yes that ‘‘but.’’ What would his people at 
hone say? Did they not warn him not to 
be deceived by the false doctrine, but to get 
his disease treated and come right home? 
It is a hard question for him to decide and 
his courage grows weak as the time to go 
home approaches. He knows what he ought 


to do but is he willing to pay the cost? 
We pray for him that he may come _ out 
clearly on the Lord’s side and that the 


good seed will bear much fruit in that life 
—yea, one hundredfold. 

We leave this scene and_ the afternoon 
finds us in the chapel before some fifty men 
waiting for treatment in the dispensary. 
The time is occupied in presenting to them 
Jesus and the Way of Life. 


Eighty-two and in Darkness. 


The native preacher singles ou€ an _ old 
man on the front seat and tries to get his 
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attention, and a point of contact where 
he may improve the opportunity to apply 
the truth. He asks his name, his town, his 
age. 

Eighty-two. 

Well you have seen many changes and 
passed through many experiences? And 
where do you expect to go when you die ? 

Qh, I will be buried of course. 

But where does your spirit go to, 
know that cannot be buried. 

Who knows that-—is the answer. 

And then the old man is told,—and _ the 
other fifty listen as well—of the land where 
neither death nor sickness have a place. 

The old man takes a little interest now 
and wants to know who can show him the 
way, and then he is told of one who left 
that country and came here to tell of the 
Kingdom. He is asked: 

Have you ever heard of Jesus ? 

No, who is He ? 

He is the Son of God. 

God, and who may that be ? 

And then he is told of the Lord, the Crea- 
tor of the ends of the earth; and we won- 
der how much the old man has taken in; 
but now his turn comes and he passes in 
to be treated of his illness which to his 
mind is infinitely more important than the 
strange things which have been told him. 
But he has bought some books and when 
he goes home again he may with others 
learn of Him who gives rest unto the soul. 


you 


‘“Tncurable.’ 


But now we see a vehicle arrive at the 
door, afunny looking wheel-barrow. A 
young boy aged sixteen years crawls off it 
and into the waiting room, and takes a 
seat on the floor as that gives him most 
comfort. We feel some interest in him and 
follow him into the dispensary when his 
turn comes. We watch him unroll some 
dirty cloths, and remove some green leaves 
from his leg, revealing a mass of ulcers, 
and on closer examination we find thata 
mass of dead bone is present. 

On enquiry it is learned that the disease 
has been going on for three years and is 
getting worse and the boy cannot walk 
now. Poor fellow, his condition does not 
give much hope of improvement ard he is 
told so. 

A Brother’s Love. 


But who is this man? Another case. A 
man is pleading for his brother. He has al- 
ready been told that his condition is hope- 
less, but he tells the doctor if he cures the 
brother they will publish the doctor’s fame 
far and near. The doctor repeats, ‘‘I am 
very willing, but ‘his case is hopeless.’’ 
Well, doctor, I have two good eyes and my 
brother’s are both bad, take one of mine 
and give it to him. He is told that plan 
will not do. 
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He is quiet for a little and then comes to 
the attack again after some one else has 
whispered to him. Doctor if you cure my 
brother, both he and I will join your reli- 
gion, and be its devoted followers. 

It was a beautiful illustration of brother- 
ly love soOrare in this.land and not toc 
common in others, it is also an exhibition 
of the man’s trust in the foreign doctor’s 
ability with accompanying mistrust in his 
word. A Chinaman tells a lie if it suits 
him better, and thinks all other men are 
made on the same plan. 

At last the patients have all been treated, 
and only the records before the Throne can 
tell the results of this day’s work. 


The Evening Prayer. 


*Tis evening now and the weekly prayer 
service of the missionaries’ occupies a pre- 
cious hour. Only seven in number the at- 
tendance is not very large but with inter- 
ests so closely allied and with burdens’ so 
much alike there is naturally a close bond 
of union which makes this hour a very sig- 
nificant one. The opening exercises and ad- 
dresses are over and now the meeting takes 
a more informal character. 

Before kneeling in prayer we hesitate a 
moment to consider what special cause for 
thanksgiving we have or what special  re- 
quests to bring before the Throne of grace 
in definite form. 

Yes, there is indeed special rejoicing to- 
night. The weekly courier from the coast 
has brought us the news from heme that 
one of our number now at home has under- 
gone a serious operation, and now is mak- 
ing rapid progress to recovery. Yes and 
then we have news that a new worker has 
been appointed for the woman’s work; but 
not before she is needed for the request has 
been entered for more than a year; and we 
wonder when the man appealed for at the 
Same time will be sent. 

Then there is special request made for a 
woman in a town ten miles away who has 
taken a stand for Christ by the influence of 
some of her neighbors, but her son is her 
bitter enemy and does not hesitate to beat 
her and use every means to make her Chris- 
tian experience difficult, so we pray’ that 
she may have grace to stand and that her 
son, now such an enemy, may be led to see 
a vision of the same loving Saviour. This 
woman has such need of our help in prayer 
and yours too, will you not join us? 

Then there is Wang Fu Lin, one of the 
earlier converts who was “‘a great sinner,”’ 
story teller, opium smoker, and general 
rascal, but the grace of God was greater 
than the abounding sin and he is now! 
trusting, but laid low with consumption 
after years of faithfu) witness-bearing. 
What a change is in that home; a complete 
transformation, showing the power of God 
unto Salvation, and a present salvation. 
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The last prayer is offered and the meeting, 
over but we linger a little to compare news 
from the home land, to hear the news of 
the church’s progress, to see how the funds 
of the foreign mission are standing, rejoic- 
ing at the enthusiasm over the glorious 
work in the Klondike, and then we separate 
looking forward to the coming Sabbath 
with pleasure and anticipation. 


A Busy Sabbath. 


The Sabbath dawns with rather a threat- 
ening prospect and we scan the sky care- 
fully for we have planned to spend the day 
at Tou Kung, ten miles away. Yes, we'll 
go and risk detention over night if it does 
rain, sO in company with the pastor we 
leave town on foot at seven o'clock. 

It is just the day for a walk and the 
country looks bright and _ beautiful. We 
pass through numbers of villages and towns 
and create no little interest, for the people 
are always ready to turn out to see the for- 
eigner. We hear the boys, some big boys 
too, calling ‘‘Foreign Devil, Foreign De- 
vil,’’ and the youngest among them run 
at first sight of us to get into safe quar- 
ters. For the most part we are treated with 
respect and a great contrast is seen in this 
attitude of the people compared with for- 
mer years. 

There are people seen everywhere. We are 
never out of sight of them, and by casting 
our eyes around the country we see twenty- 
five to thirty towns and villages all within 
easy reach of Ch’u Wang and yet unreached, 
living and dying without the knowledge of 
Christ; and with the present staff of work- 
ers it will bea long, long time before these, 
our neighbours, hear the Gospel. 

Three hours pass and we are at Tou Kung 
It is just ten o’clock as we walk into the 


compound of one of our converts,a_ fine 
sterling Christian baptized last January. 
We are at once shown into the reception 


room. A donkey occupies one end, a_ brick 
bed or kang the other, while a table, one 
chair, and a wooden bench, complete’ the 
furnishing of the room, the home of a man 
above the average in this world’s goods. 
The worshippers soon gather and as there 
is no room big enough for us all a _ table 
and four benches are placed in the yard, 
where the little company of eight of God’s 
children meet with us. The sky—fortunately 
clouded over—forms the ceiling of our place 
of worship. The walls are composed of a 
solid phalanx of men and boys who crowd 
around the little company to the number 
of a hundred or so. They have not come to 
hear the Gospel, but to see the foreigner, 
for many of them have never had such a 
favorable opportunity before of making a 
close examination. While standing up at 
prayer | feel a hand on my back. It is ap- 
plied cautiously and begins at the top, fol- 
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lowing down, under the coat tail, down 
each leg, feeling both the cloth and the leg 
inside and finishing up on the boots. Appar- 
ently satisfied he utters a grunt, 

There are two men here who. especially 
interest me. They had not met the foreign- 
er before, but had heard of the Gospel 
through the preaching at the heathen fair 
at Hsun Hsien, one of them directly, the 
other through a relative, who, taking no 
interest, himself, handed over some book to 
this man. He read and became interested. 
He enquired further ana then started meet- 
ing with the brethren at Tou Kung. He has 
continued faithful, although friends at home 
have discouraged him, and now as I write 
he is an applicant to be registered as a Ca- 
techumen, and then if faithful at the end of 
a year’s probation he will be received into 
full fellowship. He is evidently an earnest 
Christian and his life shows the inner life 
a reality. 


Close of the Day. 


We met both morning and afternoon with 
the Church there and then walked back in 
the cool of the evening just in time for our 
usual service in English among ourselves. It 
is too late to weary you with additional 
particulars of this day, so I will just give 
you the text of the sermon with an _ inci- 
dent in it. 

Eph. 5:10, ‘‘Proving what is well pleas- 
ing unto the Lord.’’ Great emphasis was 
laid on the incentives to do or leave un- 
done, not because it is right simply, but 
chiefly because it would please Christ. Two 
men were condemned to die for holding 
certain beliefs, the leader and a _ disciple. 
They stood on the scaffold together, and 
had a last word. The disciple asked, ‘‘Mas- 
ter, are you satisfied with me ? A_ smile 
was the only answer, but it was all the 
faithful one wanted, he died happy because 
his master was Satisfied. Let us ask the 
Same question of our Master. ‘‘Saviour are 
you satisfied with me ?’’ 

The service and the day closes by 
ing: 


sing- 


The day thou gavest Lord is ended; 
The darkness falls at thy behest, 

To Thee our morning hymn ascended, 
Thy praise shall sanctify our rest. 


So be it Lord, Thy throne shall never, 
Like earth’s proud empires, pass away 

Thy Kingdom stands and grows forever, 
Till all thy creatures own thy sway. 


Sin turned man away from God, not God 
away from man. 

Ministers must he men before they can be 
messengers of God. 
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Church Motes and WMotices, 


Calls. 


From Orangeville, Ont., to 
Dickey. Accepted. ~ 

From Port Dalhousie, Ont., to Mr. Will- 
iam Wallis. 

From Charleston and Alton, Orangeville 
Pres., to Mr. James Barber. 


Mate Ws. 


From Buckingham, Ottawa Pres., to 
Sir. James Patterson, of Leamington. 
From <s&pencerville, Brockville Pres., to 
Mr. J. M. McLean, of Blakeney. 
Inductions. 


At Barney’s River, N. Scotia, called from 
Scotsburn, Mr. John A. Cairns, 18 (ctober. 


At Mansewood, Ont., 27 Sep., Mr. A. R. 
Gregory. 
At Burn’s Ch., Martintown, Glengarry 


Pres., 18 Oct., Mr. Hugh McKellar. 
At Dalhousie and Brighton, Lanark and 
Ren. Pres., 27 Sept., Mr. James A. Leitch. 


Resignations. 


Of Knox Ch., Sutton, and Cooke’s’ Ch., 
Pefferlaw, Mr. James Fraser. 
Of Alma and Zion Ch., Nichol, Mr. Wat- 


son. 
Of Doon and Preston, Ont., Mr. Thomas. 


Of Cornwall, French Church, Mr. J.G. 
Charles. ; 
Of Knox Ch., Sutton, Ont., Mr. James 


Fraser. 

Of Quoddy and Moser River, N.S., Mr. 
McLeod Harvey, to accept a call to a new 
congregation chiefly of Nova Scotians, just 
formed at Haverhill, Mass. 

Of St. Andrew’s Toronto, Mr. W. J. Mc- 
Caughan, to accept a call to Third Pres. of 


Chicago. 

Of First Church, Vancouver, Mr. Wm. 
Meikle. 

Ore BirstacGh:: Brockville, Mr. W. A. 
Mackenzie. 


Of New Edinboro, Ottawa Pres., Mr. J. 
A. McFarlane. 

Of Ross and Cobden, Mr. M. D. M. Blak- 
eney. 

Of North Bay, Mr. Thos. MacAdam. 

Of Burk’s Falls, North Bay, Pres., Mr. J. 
Carswell. 


Obituary. 


Rev. William Cochrane, D.D., died at his 
home in Brantford, Ont., 17 Oct. He was 


born in Paisley, Scotland, 9 Feb., 1831. He 


received his university education in Glas- 
gow, Scotland, and in Hanover College, In- 
diana, U. S. A., and his theological train- 
ing in Princeton. At the close of his eourse, 
in 1859, he was licensed, and on the 7th of 
June the same year, was ordained and in- 
ducted as pastor of the Scotch Pres. Ch. 
Jersey City. Nearly three years later he 
was called to Zion Church, Brantford, 
where he was inducted, 13th May, 1862, 
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and where he has ever since labored with 
great success; a long pastorate of thirty- 
six years. On Saturday 15 Oct., he was 
slightly unwell; on Sabbath did not preach; 
on Monday dictated a good deal ot corre- 
spondence, and on Monday evening sudden- 
ly passed away, at the age of sixty-eight 
years. 
Presbytery Meetings. 

Synod of the Maritime Provinces. 
Sydney, Syd., 1 Nov., 10 a.m. 
_Inverness, Whyco., 15 Nov., 10 a.m. 
Pee Gitte ote di lL oNOV. Lle a ei: 
Pictou, N. Glasgow, 1 Nov., 1.30 p.m. 
Wallace, Wallace, 8 Nov., 10.30 a.m. 
TrurOle Truro! LO NOV. 

Halifax "Hx. Chal! 15°Novy)10' a.m: 
Lun. Yar., Lunenburg, 6 Dec., 10.380. 
Sc, Onn st. -o Onn. "Stok. o LU J an: 
Miramichi, Newcastle, 27 Sep., 10 a.m. 


Synod of Montreal and Ottawa. 


it, Que: «S herbi ke; St: A, 18 Dee:, 2: p.m. 

12. Montreal, Mont., 138 Dec. 

18. Glengarry, Maxville, 13 Dec., 10.830 a.m 

14. Ottawa, Ot., Bank St., 1 Nov., 10 a.m. 

15. Lan. & Ren, Crl’n Pl, 22 Nov, 10.30a.m 

16. Brockville, Kemptville, 13 Dec., 10 a.m 
Synod of Toronto and Kingston. 

17. Kingston, Napanee, 13 Dec.. 11 a.m. 

1S) PeterborosPet21 St. P.) 18, Dec349-a-m. 

19. Whitby, Oshawa, 18 Oct., 10 a.m. 

20. Lindsay, Lind., 20 Dec., 11 a.m. 

21. Toronto, Tor., Knox., 1 Tu. ev. mo. 

22. Orangeville, Orangeville, 8 Nov. 

23. Barrie, Barrie, 13 Dec., 10.30 a.m. 

24. North Bay, Emsdale, 17Jian., 10.30 a.m 

25. Algoma, Webbwood, March, ’99. 

26. Owen S., O. Sd. 20 Dec., 10 a.m. 

27. Saugeen, Mt. For., 14 Dec., 10.30 a.m. 

28. Guelph, Guelph, Kx., 15 Nov, 10.30a.m. 
Synod of Hamilton and London. 

29. Ham., H., Knox, 15 Nov., 9.30 a.m. 

30. Paris, Paris, 13 Dec., 10.30 a.m. 

SL ONGOU 2 OD a Stars. N OMe Le. eI; 

32. Chat., Chat.,1lst ch., 18 Dec., 10 asm. 

oo. WAratlorGg, strat... 9.b. A., © NOV.,10a8a.mM 

34 Huron, .Clinton, 8 Nov. 10-30 a.m. 

35. Maitland, Wingham, 15 Nov., 10 a.m. 

36. Bruce, Paisley, 18 Dec., 10 a.m. 

87. Sarnia, Alvinston, 6 Dec., 10 a.m. 


Synod of Manitoba and the North West. 
38. Superior, Fort Wm., 1st wk in March. 
89. Win., Man., Col., 2 Tu., Nov., bi-mo. 
40. Rock Lake, Boissevain, 1st wk. March. 
41. Glenboro, Glenboro, 6 March, ’99. 

42 VOrtace, Palast ra. 1. March, 299: 

43. Brandon, Brandon, 7 Mar., 10 a.m. 
44, Minnedosa, Binscarth, 8 Mar., 10 a.m. 
46. Regina, Ind. Head, 1 March. 


Synod of British Columbia. 
47. Calgary. 
48. Edmonton. 
49. Kamloops. 
50. Westminster, Vancr, St..And., 6 Dec. 
51. Victoria, Nanaimo, St. A., 6 Dec.,2p.m 


CSO ra 


Ofek 
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Doung People’s Societies. 


THE ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE’S “PLAN 
OF STUDY. ; 


Conducted by Rev. R. D. Fraser, Convener. 


As announced in the circular sent recent- 
ly to ministers and secretaries, the }ionthly 
Topics of the Plan of Study for 1899, have 
been issued. As in previous years, they are 
arranged so as to be adapted to the vari- 
ous sorts of Young People’s Societies. They 
are set down for the second weekly meeting 
of each month and the’ Topic is treated in 
the ‘‘Record’’ the month preceding, in or- 
der that societies may have the materials 
for the meetings in hand well in advance. 

The special ‘‘Topic Card’’ for the Presby- 
terian Y. P. S. C. E. Societies has been is- 
sued as before, and will embrace the ‘‘Uni- 


form’’ Topics, the Monthly Topics of the 
Plan of Study and the Questions on the 
Shorter Catechism for each meeting 


throughout the year. Price $1.00 per 100. 
‘‘Booklet’’ containing the same matter, 
and also Daily Readings for the whole 
year; price, $1.50 per 100. Societies may 
have local matter printed on one page — of 
cover of Booklet at extra cost of $1.50 jer 
100. 
Orders and remittances for Topic Cards 
and Booklets to be sent to the Convener. 
REV. R. DOUGLAS FRASER, 
552 Markham St., 
Toronto. 


FOR THE BOYS AND GIRLS. 


A somewhat widely expressed _ desire 
throughout the Church led the Committee 
on Young Peoples’ Societies to consider 
how the life and work of the Church as set 
forth in the Monthly Topics could be put 
before the children. It was agreed that, for 
the present year, articles should be prepar- 
ed on these Topics for the ‘‘Children’s Re- 
cord.’’ The consent of the editor has been 
cheerfully given to this proposal and the 
articles will begin in the December num- 
ber. The writers will be those especially 
skilled in preparing matter for children, 
and it is hoped that the articles may be 
of use not only in Junior Societies, but in 
the Sabbath Schools, and the home. 

———————__o «> > __ 

“We cannot all be martyrs, 

And win a deathless name 
By some divine baptism, 
Some ministry of flame. 
But we can live for truth’s sake, 
Can do for her and dare’ 
There’s always faithful witness 
For faithful lives to bear.-’ 
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Topic for the Week beginning December 11. 


THE CONGREGATION: WHAT THE YOUNG 
PEOPLE MAY DO FOR IT. 


Deut. 31: 9-18. Questions 33-35. 
Programme. 


It is not to be forgotten that the Young 
People are parcel and part of the congrega- 
tion, and that the Young People’s Society 
is an integral portion of the congregational 
machinery. The young people hold the 
same relation to the congreygatiun «as they 
do to their own homes. 

What the young people may do for the 
home will be therefore a guide as to what 
they may do for the congregation. They will 
enrich and help forward in the home life 
just in the measure in which they take an 
interest in what interests the home, and aid 
in its duties, under the guidance of those 
who are older, and in the spirit of loyalty 
and love. 

A sample Plan for the Meeting would be 
to appoint a member for each part of the 
congregation’s work, who would strive to 
answer the question, ‘‘what can the young 
people do for that particular part. ’ Or, 
probably, better still, ask the minister and 
elders and managers and Sabbath School 
teachers, and mission workers of various 
sorts each to tell the Society of what they 
would wish the young people to do. 

It may possibly take more than one even- 
ing to get through the programme, on 
either plan, but the time will be well spent. 
There is unfortunately just a little suspi — 
cion in some congregattionsthat the Young 
People are impatient of direction. Nothing 
as a rule can be further from the fact; and 
a frank talk suchas the above programme 
would bring out between the older people 
of the congregation and the young people, 
would do much to set such suspicions at 
rest, where they do exist, besides drawing 
all, old and young, closer together in a 
common endeavor for the promotion of 
God’s cause. 


THE CONGREGATION: WHAT THE YOUNG 
PEOPLE MAY DO FOR IT. 


By G. Tower Ferguson, Esq., Tor. 


In order to rightly determine how, as 
young people, we may best help the congre. 
gation, we must have in our minds a clear 
conception of what the Church exists for, 
and what its mission in the world is. 

The Church is not a club, in which peo- 
ple of like minds and similar tastes gather 
together with a view of enjoying one an- 
others society and deriving personal benefit 
from such intercourse. The Church exists to 
represent and exemplify its great Head. It 
will do this best by remembering that He 


came, ‘‘not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister,’’ and when He came in contact 
with weary and hungry souls ‘He did not 
instruct His disciples merely to ‘‘entertain 
them,’’ but he said ‘‘Give ye them to eat.’’ 
The mission of the Church is not centered 
in self. It is indicated in the words of its 
Master, ‘‘Go ye unto all the world and 
preach the Gospel.’’ 

In the community the congregation must 
make its influence felt through its mem- 
bers. An a&gressive work is incumbent 
upon it in beating back the rising tide of 
indifference and godlessness in the State 
and in helping on such measures of reform 
as tend to the uplifting of mankind and the 
establishment of the Kingdom of Righteous- 
ness. 

The pastor stands for God before his peo- 
ple and ministers to the congregation in 
spiritual things. Let the young people give 
to him their hearty support. Let them 
speak a word of commendation to others 
as they meet them. And when his words 
have helped you, tell it to some one _ else. 
A hearty spirit of loyalty to the pastor 
will do as much as anything to make a 
congregation strong and useful. The young 
people can do a great deal along this line. 

In the mission work of the congregation 
let the young people recognize the general 
Missionary Committee of the congregation 
and work in harmony with it. Let the 
missionary funds contributed go through 
the general funds raised by the congrega- 
tion; and should there be special collections 
for specific purposes let them be reported 
to the missionary treasurer of the church. 

When the church is caJled upon for any 
aggressive work in the community, such as 
the defence of the Sabbath or the putting 
down of intemperance, let the young people 
offer themselves at once for service to any 
church committee appointed. This readiness 
to act may help the congregation in rally- 
ing to the assistance of the few who on 
nearly every such occasion have to bear 
the brunt of the battle. 


The mid-week prayer meetings are often 


one of the disappointing things in connec- 
tion with congregational life. According to 
the statistics of the Blue Book only about 
one in five of our church members attend 
such. Let our young people be there and 
volunteer to act as ushers should the past- 
or think that helpful. It sometimes seems 
as if we never expected a stranger to come 
to our prayer-meetings. We fill all the back 
seats and then expect any stranger to walk 
unasked and unattended to the front. Per- 
haps your pastor could use some of his 
young people in this way and, if in any 
degree the prayer-meeting is helped, the 
congregation is benefitted. 

Jn all the assistance volunteered let the 
young people recognize the properly con- 
stituted authorities in the congregation. 
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Those elected to office either as elders or 
managers have the responsibility of such 
office resting upon them, and it will only 
cause friction when the young people in 
their zeal, or thoughtlessness perhaps, at- 
tempt to usurp their authority. 

Let the young people ever remember that 
in strengthening the congregation of which 
their society is a part they are helping the 
whole church. The Presbyterian Church is 
not simply a lot of fragments, but one 
compact, organized body. As individuals 
we best help on the business of the world 
by each one minding his or her own busi- 
ness. Let the object of our Young People’s 
Societies be to make strong and vigorous 
the congregation in which it is and the 
whole church will be thereby strengthened 
and invigorated. 


THE DISHONESTY OF DEBT. 


I have more than once, says W. J. Daw 
son, seen young men come to grief througb 
loose notions about money. They have be- 
gun in a very commonplace way by lettiny 
their expenditure exceed their income, per 


haps by five or ten dollars. They have 
formed friendships with those whose 
means exceed their own, and have 
tried to keep pace with them. 
They have’ fallen’ into little  ex- 
travagances of habit and these have 


grown till the amount of money spent iz 
mere wasSte in the course of a year has be 
come considerable and serious. At last 
they have discovered that they are deep in 
debt, and have seen no way of getting out 
of debt. Then misery lays hold upon them, 
and in many cases crime; from all of which 
they would have been saved if they had 
stuck to the principle that all debt is dis- 
honest. 

We all remember the aphorism of Mr. Mt}- 
cawber on this theme: Earn twenty shil- 
lings a week and spend nineteen—Happiness ! 
Earn twenty shillings a week and spend 
twenty-one—Misery! To live within one’s 
income is not only a prudent thing, it is a 
right thing, and a necessary thing, and the 
smaller the income the greater is the neces- 
sity. Let a young man cut off every extra- 
vagance and deny himself even food rather 
than plunge himself into debt in the fool- 
ish hope that things will come right some 
day.To the man of fine conscience there is 
a sense of degradation in debt. He knows 
that the debtor is nothing more or less 
than a thief. He is deliberately keeping in 
his own pocket that which ought to be in 
somebody else’s pocket. He has sold him- 
self into slavery to his creditor. The 
clothes on his back are not his own, and 
the very meal he eats is stolen. To the 
upright man such a condition of things is 
torturing and intolerable, and that is what 
every youth ought to feel. 
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Other Workers and Work. 


SPANISH RULE IN THE PHILIPPINES. 


The Philippine Islands lie waolly within 
the Tropics, reaching at the south to within 
four and a half degrees of the equator. Big 
and little, they number some six hundred, 
varying in size from Luzon, with its 40,00U 
square miles, to tiny islets hardly worthy of 
the mame. The islands are in most instances 
of volcanic origin, and several fine volcanic 
peaks may still be seen in Luzon, Negros, 
and Mindanao. Destructive eruptions have 
occurred within recent times, while earth- 
quakes are frequent and often of great vio- 
lence. 

The climate is intensely hot eod in many 
of the islands very umhealthy for Europeans. 
There are four months of rain, tour of sun, 
with intemse heat, and four months of vari- 
able weather at each change of the mon- 
soons. Revolving storms of great magnitude 
and frightful violence occur at certain sea- 
sons, and frequently cause enormous damage 
to property, attended with heavy loss of 
life. 

The tropical scemery in the forests of this 
archipelago is of unsurpassed splendor, the 
heat and moisture combining to produce ve 
getation of magnificence which beggars de 
scription. Gigantic trees, towering to @ 
height of two or three hundred feet, are fes- 
tooned with graceful rattans, beautiful 
ferns, and exquisite orchids, while under- 
neath splendid tree-ferns raar their lovely 
heads thirty or forty feet into air. So 
dense is the vegetation in some of these for- 
ests that tihe fierce tropical sun hardly pene- 
trates to the ground beneath them, and the 
dense undergrowth perpetually drips with 
moisture. 

The population of the islands is estimated 
at from eight to ten millions. The natives 
are divided into something like two hundred 
tribes. each with its peculiar dialect and 
customs. With the single exception of the 
Negritos, 'these tribes are of Malay extract- 
jon. The latter people are a race of dwarf- 
ish blacks, confined at present to a few of 
the loftiest mountain ranges. They are char- 
acterized not alone by their color, but by 
the possession of closely curling ‘hair, which 
serves at once to diistimguish them from the 
straight-haired Malay races. They are com- 
monly believed to be the aborigines of the 
islands. 

A more degraded race could hardly be econ- 
ceived. They wander through the forests in 
a state bordering closely on absolute mudi- 
ty, and live on whatever they can pick from 
the trees or dig out of the ground. They 
never practise agriculture, but sometimes 
hunt a little, and are said to eat much of 
their animal food raw. They build no 
houses during the dry season, sleeping wher- 
ever night overtakes them, and moving on 
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when the 
are a puny, sickly race, 
coming extinct. 

Turning mow ‘to the tribes of Malay ori- 
gin, we tind them varying in their develop- 
ment from sa sitiate of absioluce savagery to 
civilization. The interiors of several of the 
larger islands are populated by nearly naked 
tribes, many of whose members wmave never 
seen a white man. Hiaving nothing to ex- 
the cupidity ‘of the Spanish, they are 
completely independent. 

The Mangyans of Mindoro absiolutely deny 
any belief in an existence after death, invarit 
ably replying, when questioned, that when a 
mian is dead the isi dead! As :0om as one of 
their number falls seriously ill, he is desert- 
ed by his friends, who abandon all their be- 
longings, and run away and ‘hide themselves 
in the jungle, changing their names to in- 
sure better luck in future. 

Extreme poverty is the rule among the 
civilized natives, and its cause is found in 
the heavy burden of taxation imposed upon 
them by their Spanish masters. Eveny per- 
son over eighiteen years of ege is required 
to procure annually a credula personal, or 
document of identification, the charge for 
which varies from $1.50 to $25, according 
to the means of the applicant. 

The average native has litith or no oppor- 
tunity to work for hire, and if he dioes suc- 
ceed in securing employment, his wages are 
often mot more than five cents per day. He 
is usually unable to dispose of his farm pro- 
ducts for cash, being compelled to exchange 
them for other commodities. 

In addition ito this personal tax there isa 
tax on cocoanut-trees, a tax on beasts of 
burden, a tax on killing animals for food, 
a tax for keeping a shop, a tax on mills and 
oil-preeses, a itax on weights snd measures, 
a tax on cock-fighting, and so or to the end 
of the chapter. At every turn the poor na- 
tive finds himself face to face with the dire 
necessity of paying tribute; and he frequent- 
ly spends his life in an ineffectual effort to 
meet the obligations thus imposed. 

If the enormous sums thus raised were ex- 
pended even in part in the improvement of 
the colony, there might be some justification 
for its cdllection. While the laws in regard 
to its disposition are not entirely bad, iin 
actual practise it for the most part finds its 
way into the pockets of the Spanish officials, 
the annual surplus amoumting to not more 
than eight or nine millions of dollars. 

While the officials fatten the aatives are 
left to die like cattle, if epidemic disease 
breaks out among them, or to starve if their 
crops fail. There are, as a rue, 010 roads 
worthy of the name, There is no justice, 


flies become troublesome. They 
and are rapidly be- 


except for those able to pay liberally for it, 


and, worst of all, there is no opportunity 
for ‘education , excert ir one or two of the 
largest cities, and even there the Aste Mss of- 
fered ane very poor. 


The Spanish law provides for the teaching 
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of the Spamish language in the village 
schools; but this does not suit the conveni- 
ence of the village friars, who prefer to be 
the only available interpreters between their 
flocks and the outside world. They therefore 
attempt, usually with success, to prevent 
the teaching of Spanish, and the *‘‘educa- 
tion”? of the average native consists of the 
memorizing of a few prayers and a_iittle of 
the catechism. In extreme cases he learns to 
read and winite a little Spanish, and may ias- 
pire to become a clerk. 

Delinquent taxpayers are treated with the 
utmost severity. The first step is usually to 
strip tlham ito the wiaist, tie them to a bench 
or post, and beat them unmercifully. Even 
women are subjected to this treatment. Ii 
this does not suffice, imprisonment follows, 
while pressure is brought to bear on rela- 
tives and friends. Daughters are not infre 
quently offered an opportunity to secure the 
liberation of a paremt at the expense of their 
own honor. Should mone of these methods 
prove effective, deportation follows, with 
confiscation of propenty, amd the leaving of 
women and childran to shift for themselves. 

Should a native manage to get abroad and 
secure some little education, he is likely to 
be invited on board a gunboat some evening 
and not be heard from thereafter, the rea- 
son for his disappearance being that he 
knew too much. 

Brigandage is tolerated, if not encouraged, 
by the authorities eharged with the enforce- 
ment of the laws. The civil guard go ‘to 
much ‘trouble in apprehending crimimals of 
the worst type only to have them set at 
liberty again without trial, or mysteriously 
“fescape’’ from prison. If there were no 
eriminals at large the fees of the judges 
would fall off, 

All of the civilized natives are adherents 
of the Catholic faith. There is mot a Pro- 
tesittant minister in the islands. Were one 
to attempt to work in the provinces he 
would be likely to encounter conditions not 
eonducive to longevity. 

The great power in every native village 
is the padre, or village friar. Friars belong- 
ing to orders not allowed to hold parishes 
in any other part of the world, have no dif- 
ficulty in obtaining them here. Recruited as 
they are from the lower classes in Spain, 
their ignorance is, in may cases, almost 
beyond belief Onee settled over an out-ol- 
ithe-way parish the friar becomes a demigod. 
He is regarded with reverential awe by the 
native members of the flock who kiss his 
hands whenever he appears in public, and 
obey implicity his every order, while Span- 
iards living near him learn to know and fear 
his power, and, as a rule, act upom his sug- 
gestions. 

In spite of their vows of poverty and chas-— 
tity two or three of these orders of friars 
constitute the wealthiest, as well as the 
most shameless, class in the islands. There 
ij no disputing their wealth nor the -enor- 
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mous power which it brings, while there is 
no attempt to dispute the facet that they are 
directly responsible for much of the exten- 
sive half-caste population which almost in- 
variably springs up in their vicinity. The 
most appalling feature of their domination is 
the use which they undoubtedly make of 
their holy office to effect the ruin of the sim- 
ple and guperstitious native women and 
girls, who blindly follow their bidding. 

Nominally, the highest authority in the 
Philippines is the governor-general. Actually 
the controlling power is vested in the clergy, 
and woe betide the official, be he civil, mili- 
tary, or religious, who attempts to inter- 
fere with Philippine monastic life as it ex- 
iste, One of two results have invariably fol- 
lowed any vigorous attempt to correct the 
crying evils which I have enumerated. The 
too ambitious official has found that money 
would procure the recall even of a governor- 
general, or he has met a sudden and mys- 
terious death. 

The governor-gemeral is surrounded by a 
numerous corps of officials to aid him in the 
performance of his duties, while the islands 
are divided imto provinces, over each of 
which preside a governor and a horde of mi- 
mor officials. The whole administration is 
notten from skin to core. A few years 
ago it used to be said that the governor of 
a province who failed to become wealthy in 
two years was a fool. Certain it it that few 
Philippine governors grow wealthy out of 
their salaries. 

All im all, it can hardly be said that the 
lot of the Philippine native is a happy one. 
He constantly chafes under his burden, while 
the half-casites, with their greater sensitive- 
ness and superior imtelligence, are perpetu- 
ally boiling with more or less wellconceal- 
ed fury. Were arms and ammunition to be 
had, Spain’s rule in these islands would be 
speedily terminated. As it is, the natives, 
stirred up and led by the half-eastes, have 
repeatedly risen against the government. 

Naturally the Philippine native is a peace 
able, easy-going fellow. Under a decemt form 
of government he would give little trouble. 
No one familiar with existing conditions can 
doubt that Spanish rule has been a curse to 
these islands, amd it would be a happy day 
for them should some civilized power ‘take 
possession of them.—For Missionary Review. 


——_____<<<______ 


Oliver Wendell Holmes was so eminent in 
literature that we almost forget that he 
was an M.D., but he had decided opinions 
as to the proper care of the body, as the 
following instance will show. On _ being 
aSked if a young man desiring to attain 
success in life should-smoke, he answered: 
‘‘Certainly not. It is liable to injure the 
sight, to render the nerves unsteady, to en- 
feeble the will and to enslave the nature 
to an imperious habit likely to stand in the 
way of duty to be performed.”’ 
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MORMONISM AT HOME. 


It would be well for those who think 


lightly of Mormon establishments in our 
midst to see what it is like where it has 
power, So long as Utah, its home, was a 


territory, controlled by the Government of 
the U. S. A., so long it could be held in 
check; but when under the impression that 
it was harmless, Utah was received aS a 
State, with self-governing powers, Mor- 
monism has been active, not only in assert- 
ing its power at home, but in sending mis- 
sionaries abroad. The following from two 
Home missionaries in Utah, in the ‘‘Church 
at Home and Abroad,’’ speaks for itself and 
has its warning for Canada: 

Rev. N. E. Clemenson, Logan, Utah, 
writes: ‘‘Our little church has been called 
wpon to suffer serious loss. Our two dea- 
cons and two elders have found it necessary 
to move from us. The coil of the serpent 
makes it more and more difficult for people 
to remain here who are dependent on the 
community for subsistence. It really is 
serious. It begins to look as though the 
pastor would have to be deacon, elder, min- 
ister and everything else. A man who has 
never been placed in such a situation can 
have no adequate conception of what it 
means. 

But the trouble involves more than this. 
There is a general tendency to exodus all 
along the line. The whole non-Mormon po- 
pulation feels restless. The grasping, ag- 
gressive, crushing power of Mormonism is 
tremendous. It has marched boldly into 
the temple of public education and _ driven 
out the American idea that teachers are to 
be employed for character and competency 
and made the criterion of acceptability 
membership in the Mormon Church. 

It has gone farther. The Agricultural 
College of Logan is a ‘government institu- 
tion,’ built and supported by money appro- 
priated by Congress, though since State- 
hood it has been controlled by the State. 
This school now is in the hands of the 
Church, and each year since I came here its 
Mormon Board of Trustees has’ eliminated 
competent Eastern men, filling their places 
largely with young Mormons who _ have 
neither the education nor experience of men 
who must go. So it has come about that 
this school, founded and fostered by the 
Government, has, in the face of law, be- 
come a partisan institution, whose highest 
service is to carry into effect the behests of 
the: ‘dominant Church.’ 

‘‘T wonder if such facts emphasize the ne- 
cessity of enlarging and pushing our mis- 
sion schools. The need was never so great 
as now. The time was never so opportune. 
The call of our country and Christ’s king- 
dom was never so urgent. Let the Church, 
our great, rich, selfish Church, arouse it- 
self and come to our help against’ this 
mighty, subtle and aggressive foe of our 
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civilization and Christianity. We may 
sleep too long. God may decide, even 


through Mormonism, to scourge and hum- 
ble us by doing with us as he has done 
with others in the past.”’ 

Rev. E. LL. Anderson, Salina, Utah, 
writes: ‘‘Probably a more difficult field 
does not exist. The Mormons do not mani- 
fest much active opposition, but prevent 
their people from attending our services as 
much as possible. The non-Mormons are 
almost without exception rampant infidels, 
and it is very difficult to induce them to 
attend services or give the gospel any fav-~ 
orable consideration. 

Sin flourishes. Profanity is common with 
Mormon saint and Gentile sinner, and 
drunkenness and Sunday work are very 
common. 

Though the field be difficult and the Mor- 
mon delusion strong, the only hope, so far 
as I can see, is to hold fast and patiently 
present the truth, for if we do this’. the 
Jord will certainly give us the victory at 
les iien 


CHINA. 


There has been much sowing in Central 
China during the past thirty-six years; the 
reaping time is now come. What we are 
seeing to-day shows the folly of judging of 
a great spiritual work such as ours is by 
early appearances. People want returns for 
their money, and quick returns, and if they 
do not get them at once, they lose heart 
and begin to growl and sneer. 

A flippant critic, writing of the mission- 
ary work in India, some years since, said: 
‘A great deal is being said by the mission- 
aries about unseen influences, leaven, seed 
sowing, and what not. For myself I want 
crops.’’ 

Wonderful ! I should like to know who 
does not want crops. We all want crops. 
But the husbandman sows the seed, and 
then ‘‘waiteth for the precious fruit of the 
earth, and hath long patience for it, until 
he receive the early and latter rain.’’ The 
husbandman wants crops, but he does not 
expect to sow and reap on the same day. 
Though there was not a single convert in 
China, I should go on plowing and sowing, 
for well I know that they who sow in 
tears shall reap in joy. 

But thank God it is not all sowing with 
us in Central China now. We are beginning 
to reap a goodly harvest. Still, the reap- 
ing of the preseut is intimately connected 
with the sowing of the past; and the one 
is not a whit less real or less divine than 
the other. 

In many other parts of the empire the 
outlook is equally bright. We are, I am con- 
vinced, on the eve of enormous religious 
changes. Never in its history has so grand 
a prospect been opened to Christianity in 
China.—Rev. Dr. Griffith John, in the Chin- 
ese Recorder. 
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Life and Work. 


The world over, where the Bible is read, 
‘man is freé; where the Bible is not read op- 
pression reigns. 


‘“‘A Siother is More Than a Queen.—To 
shape a child’s life is the sweetest earthly 
task. If you are a mother you will need 
to ask God daily for patience and wisdom. 
Remember that children, if told of Christ, 
quickly learn to love him, and only as they 
love him and keep his commandments are 
they safe.’’ 


“To study hard, to think quietly, to talk 
gently, act frankly; to listen to stars and 
birds, to babes and sages with open heart, 
to bear all cheerfully, to do all bravely, 
await occasions, hurry never; in a word, 
to let the spiritual, unbidden and _ uncon- 
scious, grow up through the commor,; this 
is to be my Symphony.’’—Sel 


“‘Is your father at home ?’’ I 
small child on our village doctor’s door- 
step. ‘‘No,’’ he said, ‘‘he’s away.’’ ‘‘Where 
do you think I could find him?’’ ‘‘Well,’’ he 
said, with a considering air, ‘‘you’ve got 
to look for some place where people are 
sick or hurt, or something like that, J 
don’t know where he is, but he’s helping 
somewhere.’’ God bless the doctors. 


It is a high, solemn almost awful 
thought for every individual man that his 
earthly influence, which has had a com- 
mencement, will never, through all ages, 
were he the very meanest of us, have an 
end ! What is done is done, has already 
blended itself with the boundless, ever liv- 
ing, ever working Universe, and will also 
work there, for good or for evil, open or 
secretly, throughout all time.—Carlyle. 


Cheered by the presence of God, I will 
do at each moment, without anxiety, ac- 
cording to the strength that he shall give 
me, the work that his providence assigns 
me. I will leave the rest without concern; 
it is not my affair.I ought to consider the 
duty to which I am called each day as the 
work that God has given me to do and to 
apply myself to it in a manner worthy of 
his glory; that is to say, with exactness 
and in peace. I must neglect nothing; I 
must be violent about nothing.—Fenelon. 


Kindly words, sympathizing attentions, 
watchfulness against wounding men’s sen- 
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sitiveness—these cost very little but they 
are priceless in their value. O! my _ breth- 
ren, it is the omission of these things which 
is irreparable when you look to the purest 
enjoyment which might have been your 
own; irreparable when you consider the 
compunction which belongs to deeds of love 
not done; irreparable when you look to this 
groaning world and feel its agony of bloody 
sweat has been distilling all night and you 
were dreaming away in luxury !—Robert- 
son, 


Energy and success accomplish more than 
genius. To force one’s way through irk- 
some drudgery and dry detail is to move 
onward and upward inevery station ip 
life A young man may be very much what 
he pleases, provided he forms a strong res- 
olution and holds it. To believe,thoroughly, 
that we are able, is almost to be able. To 


determine upon attainment is fre- 
quently attainment itself. Lt is. 
pluck, tenacity, and determined persever 


ance that wins battles. The timid and hes:- 
tating find everything impossible, chiefly 
because it seems so. Nothing that is of 
real worth can be achieved without coura- 


geous working. 


WINNING SOULS. 


A strange reluctance comes over many 
when they try to talk about the soul and. 
its relations to God. Itis felt alike by 
converted and unconverted persons. 
Very often the gay girl whose 
heart is running over with fun and 
mirth, and whose speech sparkles with wit 
and humor, has deep in her consciousness 
the feeling that she is unsatisfied; that she 
wants something better, purer and higher 
She wishes that the Christian woman whc 
is talking with her would ask her a ques- 
tion, would give her a hint, would lead the 
conversation to the subject of personal re- 
ligion. The other has no thought of the 
kind. She has even a faint, undefinable 
dread that any effort on her part would be 


received coldly, or made occasion of ridi- 
cule. 
So the opportunity passes. The souls. 


have been within speaking distance, but 
have failed to coimmunicate with each oth- 
er. Each goes on its way. The friend of 
Christ who might have won a soul to him, 
has been silent, afraid, ashamed. What 
wonder if to that too faithless friend there 
comes the sad experience that the Beloved 
has withdrawn himself and is gone; that, 
seeking the Spirit, finds him not, and call- 
ing, there returns no answer! Can _ there 
be perfect serenity and the full sense’ of 
communion with God to one who refuses or 
neglects so important a duty?—Margaret 
E. Sangster. 
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SUNDAY AT SEA. 


From a forthcoming book by Mr. James 
Croil of Montreal. His many friends, the 
readers of the ‘;Record,’’ will be glad again 
to greet him and to see, from the extract 
here given, that his penis facile as of 
yore. 

‘“‘As far as circumstances permit, Sunday 
is observed with as much decorum on 
shipboard as it is on shore; that is, on the 
British and American lines. Asfor_ the 
Continental steamers, the traveller may ex- 
pect to become acquainted with a Conti- 
nental Sabbath, which, in most Cases, 
means the ignoring of the day of rest al- 


together. On our Canadian steamships 
weather permitting, public worship is 
usually held in the saloon, at 10.30 a.m. 


Sometimes there is an evening servive as 
well, but more frequently an impromptu 
service of song, much enjoyed by the mu- 
sical portion of the company, and that is 
frequently. a large proportion of the pas- 
sengers—ladies especially. 

The order of service is entirely at the 
discretion of the captain. In the absence 
of a clergyman, the captain reads the morn- 
ing service and the Scripture lessons _ for 
the day from the Book of Common Prayer. 
If there is a Protestant minister on board 
it is customary to invite him to take the 
whole service; if there be more than one 
minister available, each of them may be 
asked to take part in the service. Cn the 
New York liners, as a rule, there is no 
sermonizing, no matter how many minis- 
ters may be on board. The captain and 
purser read the morning service, or por- 
tions of it; a couple of hymns are sung; a 
collection is taken up for the benefit of the 
Seamen’s Home, or kindred object, and 
that is all. 

There are, however, exceptions to this 
rule. When the captain is prevented by his 
duties on deck from conducting the service, 
a clergyman, if there be one among the pas- 
sengers, is usually asked to assist. A 
deviation from the rule is often made when 
a minister of outstanding celebrity happens 
to be on board. Ministers like the late Dr. 
Norman Macleod, or Dr. William M. Tay- 
lor, would invariably be asked to preach, 
no matter what line they travelled by. 
The servicebook of the Cunard Company 
consists of selections from the Book of 
Common Prayer, with the addition of a 
form of prayer prepared by the General As- 
sembly of the Church of Scotland, for the 
use of sailors and persons at sea. A_ sing- 
ularly beautiful prayer it is: 

“Almighty God, who art the confidence 
of all the ends of the earth, and of them 
that are afar off upon the sea: under whose 
protection we are alike secure in every 
place, and without whose providence we 
can nowhere be in safety; look down in 
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mercy on us, thine unworthy servants, who 
are called to see thy wonders on the deep, 
and to perform the duties of our vocation 
in the great waters. Let thine everlasting 
arm be underneath and round about us 
Preserve us in all dangers; support us in all 
trials; conduct us speedily and safely on 
our voyage, and bring us in peace and com- 
fort to our desired haven. 

‘“‘Be pleased to watch over the members 
of our families and all the beloved friends 
whom we have left behind. Relieve our 
minds from all anxiety on their account 
by the blessed persuasion that thou carest 
for them. Above all, grant that our souls 
may be defended from whatsoever evils or 
perils may encompass them; and that, 
abiding steadfast in the faith, we may be 
enabled so to pass through the waves and 
storms of this uncertain world, that final- 
ly we may come to the land of everlasting 


rest, through Jesus’ Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.’’ 
The  service-book also contains the 


Psalms of David in prose, and a collection, 
of 107 hymns, including four of the Scotch 


paraphrases. The hymn most frequently 
sung at sea. is the one beginning with 
“Eternal Father, strong to _ save,’’ and 


next to it, ‘‘O God, our help in ages past.’’ 
Evangelistic services of a less stately kind 
than in the saloon are often held in the 
afternoon in the second cabin or steerage, 
and are usually much appreciated; while in’ 
the evening the deck hands will join with 
groups of emigrants in singing Moody and 
Sankey hymns, such as ‘‘Revive us Again,”’ 
“Rescue the Perishing,”’ “Whiter than 
Snow,’’ etc. It is often remarkable te 
notice how familiar people of diverse creeds 
and nationalities are with these hymns,and 
how heartily they unite in singing them. 


A favorite text with preachers on ship- 
board is Rev. xxi. 1: ‘* And there was no 
more sea.’’ The theme, associated as it is, 


with so many fathoms of profundity, has 
yielded to may forms of treatment. I 
remember that a young minister, my room- 
mate, by the way, on his first voyage out 
from Quebec, chose this for his text, and 
that he launched out, as well he might on 
the charms of the sea in poetical flights of 
fancy. But the while we were sailing in 
smooth water. When outside the Straits 
he laid his head on the pillow and under- 
went a change of environment, recovering 
from which, after many days, he vowed 
that should he ever preach from that text 
again, he would have something more to 
say about it. I remember, too, that an 
elderly gentleman—a Presbyterian of the 
Presbyterians—was asked by the captain to 
preach one Sunday morning. He _ readily 
complied, taking it for granted that he was 
to conduct the whole service. Imagine his 
chagrin when an Anglican brother unex- 
pectedly appeared on the scene and went 
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through the whole of the long service of the 
Church of England. With the utmost com- 
posure, ‘‘Presbuteros’’ simply ignored the 
beautiful liturgical service, commenced, ‘‘de 
novo’’, and went through the whole service 
afresh, in orthodox Presbyterian fashion, 
to the surprise of the congregation and the 
discomfiture of the waiters, whose time for 
setting the lunch-table was long past. 

A distinctive and pleasing feature of these 
Sunday services at sea, especially in the 
larger steamships which often carry more 
passengers than would fill an ordinary 
church, is the heartiness with which the 
representatives of various’ religious  de- 
nominations unite in the services. The lines 
of demarcation that separates them when 


ashore seem to be lost sight of at sea. 
Casual acquaintanceship here frequently 
ripens into closer friendship; people begin 


to see eye to eye, and soon the conviction 
grows stronger that the doctrinal pointd 
on which all professing Christians are 
agreed are much more important than the 
things about which they differ. It would 
do some narrowminded souls a world of 
good to spend a few Sundays at sea. 

The service for the burial of the dead at 
sea is very solemn and affecting. In _ the 
days of sailing ships, when voyages lasted 
so much longer, deaths from natural causes 
at sea were more frequent than now. But 
the order of service is the same. The body 
of the deceased person might be sewed up 
in a hammock—indeed, it usually was—or 
the carpenter may have made a rough cof- 
fin for it. In either case it was heavily 
loaded with iron at the foot. A stout 
plank with one end resting on the bulwark 
forms the bier on which is laid the corpse, 
covered with an ensign. The captain, the 
chief engineer, the ship’s doctor and pur- 
ser, with a detachment of the crew, and a 
few of the passengers make up the funeral 
party. Portions of the Church of Eng- 
land’s beautiful service for the burial of the 
dead are read: ‘‘I am the Resurrection and 
the life.’’. Seer wre ““T know that my 
Redeemer liveth.’’ . . : “We brought 
nothing into this world and it is certain 
we can carry nothing out.’’ : ‘““‘Man 
that is born of a woman hath but a short 
time to live,’’ etc. The ship’s engines are 
then stopped for a few seconds while the 
service proceeds—‘‘We therefore commit his 
body to the deep, looking for the resurrec- 
tion of the body when the sea shall give up 
her dead.’’ 

The ensign is removed. The inward end 
of the plank is raised, and the mortal re- 
mains are plunged into the greatest of all 
cemetries; sometimes with scant ceremony, 
perhaps, but always impressing on _ the 
mind of the spectator a deeply pathethic 
incident that will never be forgotten 

‘‘And the stately ships go on 
To their haven under the hill; 
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But oh! for the touch of a vanished hand, 
And the sound of a voice that is still.’’ 


TIME FOR BIBLE READING. 


Is there any person in this land who ean- 
not command the time to read a chapter 
from the Scriptures every day? There are 
many who cannot do this and at the same 
time do all that they desire to do in other 


directions. But that is not a reason for ne- 
glecting the Bible. Our Bible reading should 
be one of the first duties of every day. A 


good rule is to read nothing else until we 
have read a portion of the Scriptures. If we 
adopt this rule, and rigidly adhere to it, we 
shall never lack the time to read at least a 
few verses from the Bible. This can be done 
at home, and it can be done abroad; it can 
be done on a journey. The man of the world 
ean read his newspapers on the cars; if we 
are as much interested in the Bible as he is 
in the daily news, we shall be able to read a 
chapter on a railroad train. And if it is 
always in mind, we shall find no day too 
short to read a lesson from the Scriptures.— 
Nationa] Presbyterian. 


THE HELPFUL WORD. 


Give the young and struggling a word of 
encouragement when you can. You would 
not leave those plants in the window-box- 
es without water, nor refuse to open tha 
shutters that the sunlight might fall upon 
them; but you would leave some human 
flower to suffer from want of appreciation 
or the sunlight of encouragement, There 
are a few hardy souls that can struggle 
along on stony soil— shrubs that can wait 
for the dews and sunbeams, vines that can 
climb without kindly training but only a 
few. Utter the kind word when you’ can 
see that it is deserved. The thought that 
“no one cares and no one knows’’ blights 
many a bud of promise. Be it the young 
artist at his easel the young preacher in 
his pulpit, the workman at his bench, the 
boy at his mathematical problems, or your 
little girl at the piano, give what praise 
you can. 


ee 


POWER OF THE BIBLE. 


Where is a second book, uninspired by Scrip- 
ture, that has demonstrated its inherent and 
unassisted energy to take hold of life and 
lead it out into the likemess of the life of 
God? Only he who knows a man could have 
made man a book. Only he that made all 
hearts could produce a book that should go 
to the wants of all hearts. ‘‘I see,’? wrote 
Hallam, ‘‘that the Bible fits into every fold 
and crevice of the human heart. I am a man, 
and 1 believe that this is God’s book, because 
it is man’s book.’’——-C. H. Parkhurst. 
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YOUR CHILD. 


The character of the infant child may be 
formed for good or evil, his bent or charac- 
ter determined, and probably the most im- 
portant period of his education be over, ere 
ever he awakes to consciousness at all. For 
when, mothers, do you think the education of 
your child begins? When you teach him to 
speak? When you teach him _ his letters ? 
When you send him to school? No! Years 
before that ! It begins with his beginning, 
with the first breath of life he draws. The 
household that he enters is his school, and 
every person, every object thatt he comes in 
contact with are his teachers. The sound vf 
human voices, the touch of human hands, the 
clasp of human arms, the mysterious pale 
light of human eyes—all are his teachers; 
and chiefly thou, O mother, with your babe 
in your arms, standing across the centuries 
(paint her Raffaelle ! paint her, Giotto !) the 
everlasting Madonma and child. 


Dropping from her lips and eyes, 
Soft and hidden harmonies 
Steal into the young child's heart, 
Mirror’d in clear depths below 
Gleams of mystic beauty flow, 
And fix and me’er depart. 


Well is it for the child that awakens from 
unconscious infancy amid the prayers and 
praises of a pious household; that, beholding 
always the face of the mother on earth, even 
as the angels of tne children are beautifully 
said, in Christ’s words, always to behold 
the face of the Father in heaven, shall see in 
that face the light of love, the light of holi- 
ness, the light of prayer, the light of peniten- 
tial tears, the light of peace with God.—Ex. 


HIGH AND STRONG CHARACTER. 


‘“‘AHigh and strong character is fostered 
by companionship with its kind. No one 
so much as the active business man needs 
the daily contact with holy and meditative 
minds quite apart from business life. He 
would gain by it better judgment for or- 
dinary transactions as well as great seren- 
ity in the midst of the bustle and drive of 
the market. 

Such companionship is always available. 
A Kempis, Bunyan, Flavel and a score of 
men like them may wait at his library 
table every morning and evening, ready to 
converse with him. They are as. different 
from the men he meets during the day as 
the closet and cloister differ from the 
Stock Exchange. They would prove an al- 
terative to his mind and a purifier of his 
heart. They would give him perspective, 
making his successes elate him less and his 
disappointments less depressing, but giving 
to all his possessions a truer value, and to 
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many of them a higher value, than he has 
set on them heretofore. 

Only these men of high and holy thought 
do not show their real selves to those who 
ask only a single sentence from their lips. 
They became ,companions to those who 
dwell at leisure on their words.’’—Congre- 
gationalist. 


BE OF GOOD CHEER. 


Tt is useless to be disheartened because 
things do not go just as you would like to 
have them. ‘iurmuring does not cure 
troubles. A disagreeable face will not al- 
ter a disagreeable fact. Try to extract 
some grain of comfort out of your adversi- 
ties. Never despair; under whatever cir- 
cumstances be cheerful, and hope on in the 
darkest hour. There is nothing so philoso- 
phical as a smile. A merry heart is the 
height of wisdom,—it doeth good like med- 
icine. 

The greatest part of our griefs will dis- 
appear when viewed through the lenses. of 
cheerfulness. Let the dark past sink out of 
sight. Triumph in the Lord. Look toward 
the sunrise. Shout in the midst of sha- 
dows as if you saw the dawn kissing the 
hills. Fill your soul with the visions | of 
morning and the song of the lark. Then all 
will become suffused with daylight—all the 
gloomy places will puise with sunshine, 
the clammy rocks will glisten with dew. 

Would you like to know the key to. un- 
lock the doorway to a happy life ? It is 
cheerfulness; and if earth has nothing to 
bring you joy you can still “‘‘rejoice in the 
Lord,’’ and ‘‘rejoice evermore.’’—Sel. 


ONE OF JEREMY TAYLOR’S PRAYERS. 


O Eternal God, who hast made all things 
for man, and man for thy glory, sanctify my 
body and soul, my thoughts and mv _ initen- 
uions, my words and actions, that whatso- 
ever I shall think, or speax, or do, may be 
by me designed to the glorification of thy 
mame, amd by thy blessing it may be effect- 
ive and successful in the work of God, ac- 
cording as it can be capable. Lord, turn my 
necessities into virtue, the works of nature 
into the works of grace, by making them or- 
derly, regular, temperate. subordinate, and 
profitable to ends beyond their own proper 
efficacy; and let no pride or self-seeking, no 
covetiousness OT revenge, nO Impure mixture 
of unhandsome purposes, no little ends and 
low imaginations pollute my spirit, and un- 
hallow any of my words and actions; but 
let my body be a servant of my spirit, and 
both body and spirit servant of Jesus; that 
doing all things for thy glory here, I may 
be partaker of thy glory hereafter, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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FORM OF BEQUEST. 
“T leave and bequeath the sum of,—[the amount being written in words, not in 


Fund of the Presbyterian Church in Oanada,—(Here 


state whether Eastern or Western section)—and I declare that the receipt of the 
Treasurer for the time being, of the said........................eund, shall be a good and 
sufficient discharge to my Estate and Executors.”’ 


BOOK AGENTS WANTED FOR 


the only Official and superbly Dlustrated HISTORY OF 


OUR WAR WITH SPAIN 


ITS CAUSES, INCIDENTS, AND RESULTS. A reliable 
and exhaustive story of the war, Civil, Military, and Naval, 
from its beginning to the close. With many fine steel plates, 
maps, and choice aby REN gs. Hon, HENRY BK. 
RUSSE re ortet ie LP NAT R PROOTOR (Vt.) 
and SENAT TON (Neb.). One Agent cleared 
$200.00 in aie eee weeks, another 8400.00 in three 
weeks. 1.000 more Agents want d. Dis‘ance no hindrance. 
for we Pay Freight, Give Credit, Hxtra Te ms, and Ayclusive 
oe § Write for terms to the exclusive publishers, 
A. D. WORTHINGTON & Cu., Marttord, Conn, 


NOTICE. 


—_——— 


All payments for S. &. Helps for 1898, 
are to be made to Rev. E. Scott, Presby- 
terian Offices, Montreal. Do not send 
stamps larger than one or two cents, 
nor in quantities greater than twenty- 
five cents. 


All orders and payments for S. S. 
Helps for 1899 are to be sent to Rev. R. 
D. Fraser, Toronto. 


All Collections of Children’s day, for 
Ss. S. Committee Expenses, should be 
sent to Rev. T. F. Fotheringham, St. 
John, N. B. 


HINTS ON HEALTH. 


A prominent physician, speaking of speci- 
al baths, and their uses, mentions the 
sponge-bath, the form of bathing where the 
water is applied to the surface, through the 
medium of cloth or sponge, no part of the 
body being plunged in the water. He says 
the practice of systematic daily sponge-bath- 
ing is one giving untold benefits to its fol- 
lowers, Let a person, not over-strong, sub- 
ject to frequent colds from slight exposure, 
the victim of chronic catarrh, sore throat, 
etc., begin the prictice of taking a sponge- 
bath every morning, commencing with tepid 
water in a warm room (not hot), and follow- 


ing the sponging with friction’ that 
will produce a warm glow over the 
skin, and then _ five minutes’ brisk 
walk in the open air. See if you do 


not return with a good appetite for break- 
fast. After having used tepid water for a 
few mornings, lower the temperature of the 
bath until cold water can be borne with im- 
punity.—Sel. 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN CANADA, 


PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY OF 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


The Presbyterian Record, 50c. yearly: 
Five or more to one address, 25c. each. 


The Children’s Record, 30c. yearly. Five 
or more to one address, 15c. each. 


Subscribers will please not send 
postage stamps larger than one and 
two cents; nor in quantities more than 


twenty-five cents. 


Address: REV. E. SCOTT, 
Presbyterian Offices, 
MONTREAL. 


5.5. LESSON HELPS 


FOR 1899. 


Beginning with the firsi issues for 1{899, 
the S.S. Lesson Helps will be issued in 
Toronto. 


All communications referring to S.S. 
Helps for {899, should be addressed to 


Rev. R. DOUGLAS FRASER, 


592 Markham St., 
TORONTO. 


THE MOST NUTRITIOUS 


EPPS’S 


CRATEFUL—COMFORTINC. 


COCOA . 


BREAKFAST AND SUPPER. 


The Significance of 
The Recent Vote. 


On Prohibition is a question that is very 
much in dispute so far as it refers to the real 
merits of the issue, but it indicates yey 
clearly that there is ample room for g: Bed 


a, 


THE TEMPERANCE=%® GENERAL 
LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY, 


which makes a Specialty of insuring “the 
lives of total abstainers 


Total Abstainers are without doubt better 
risks than non-abstainers. 


When total abstairers do their duty to them- 
selves and to their families they will insure 
in this Company where they get special 
classification and may have lower rates than 
are offered by any other company. 


Tobe The Best Company for The Best Risks 
is our aim. 


DON DODONGHDDGECSGCIOSOSCSGESIGOGS HOHODHOHOHOHOHOHB: 


HON. Cc. W. ROSS, President. 

H. SUTHERLAND, Man. Dir. 
HEAD OFFICE: GLOBE BUILDING, 
TORONTO, ONT. 


Z 


DESEHEDESEDEOHOOS HOSOHVSEHBIGIIOE 


Every time we delay answering when con- 
science knocks at the door of our hearts, we 
defraud ourselves of a grand opportunity. 


A skeptic once asked the late Dr. Nettle- 
ton, ‘‘How came I by my wicked heart ?’’ 
“That is the question which does not con- 
cern you So much as another; namely, Horn‘ 
shall I get rid of it ? You have a wicked 
heart, which renders you entirely unfit 
for the kingdom of God; and you’ must 
have a new heart or you cannot be saved.’’ 


THE 
Royal Victoria 
Life Insurance 
Company. 
CAPITAL, - $1,000,000 
Head Office, - MONTREAL, CAN. ; 


General Manager : DAVID BURKE, A.1.A., B.S.S. 


— ———{———J_ (OS SE 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 


RECORD. ; 

There are two freedoms—the false, where 
the man is free to do what he likes; the 
true, where a man is free to do what he 
ought.—Charles Kingsley. 


No one can well separate the appearance 
of evil from evil itself. The presence of one 
argues the nearness of the other. We tol- 
erate the appearance and then almost’ un- 
consciously embrace the fact. If one wish- 
es to abstain from eating forbidden fruit 
he must keep away from the orchard.— 
Pres. Jour. 


There are many who would die for Christ, 
but in these times he calls for men willing 
to live for Him. What is needed to-day is 
a higher heroism, a nobler, more costly 
martyrdom— that of the living sacrifice, 
the sustained resolve, the renewed self-giv- 
ing, the daily eonsecration.—Rev. Josiah. 
Strong, D.D. 

People who make mistakes are those who 
quarrel with one another before their child- 
ren, or who allow the latter to grow up in 


idleness; those who talk about their 
troubles before strangers: the father wha 
tells his children to go the way he does 


not go himself, and the young woman who 
does not make a confidant of her mother.— 
Lutheran Observer. 


Christianity is utterly opposed to selfish- 
ness. God so loved the world that He gave 
His best gift to man when he gave his only 
begotten Son. If man accepts the Son as: 
his Saviour and counsellor and guide, he. 
has no right to do as he pleases. withi either 
his life or talent or worldly possessions. 
He is no longer his own; he has been bought 
with a price.-Frederick W. Faber. 

After long years work is visible. In xgri- 
culture you cannot see the growth. Pass 
that country two months after, and there 
is a difference. We acquire firmness and 
experience incessantly. We are assuredly 
ripening or else blighting. We are not con- 
scious of those changes which go on quiet- 
ly and gradually in the soul. We only count 
the shocks in our journey. Ambitions die, 
grace grows, as life goes on. —Frederick Ww. 
Robertson. 


~ Religion is doing secular acts from sacred 

motives. When piety stamps our life, all 
our acts are religious. It is wrong. to sepa- 
rate toil and worship and to forget that 


motive gives character to deeds. The heart 


makes the work of the workman holy. 
‘““An anvil may be consecrated and a pulpit 
desecrated.’’ A religion that is not fitted 


to week’day work never had a Sabbath day 
origin.. We want Mary’s. pear and Merthat s 
hand. 
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Published by Authority 


OF THE 


General Assembly 


OF THE 


Presbyterian Church in Canada. 


EDITOR : REV. E. SCOTT, 
OFFICES: Y.M.C.A. BUILDING, MONTREAL. 
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LIVERPOOL AND LONDON AND GLOBE |SSt, (Margaret's College 


INSURANCE COMPANY. 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS IN CANADA 


EDMUND J, BARBEAU, Esq., CHAIRMAN. 
W.J. BUCHANAN, Esq., DEPUTY CHAIRMAN, 


A, F.GAULT. SAM’LFINLEY. ED, S, CLOUSTON. 
Available Assets,- - - - $58,553,900 
Invested in Canada, = - - 2,110,000 


Mercantile Risks accepted at lowest current rates, 
Dwelling Houses, Farm Properties and Churches in- 
sured at lowest terms. 
G. F. C. SMITH, 


Chief Agent and Resident Secretary. 
Place d’ Armes, corner St, James St., Montreal. 


Morton, Phillips & Co. 


Stationers, 
Blank Book Makers, 
and Printerso—22<=—. 


ae 


1755 & 1757 NOTRE DAME STREET, 
MONTREAL. 


WORSHIP OF 
PRESBYTERIANS__& 


All connected with the Presbyterian Church 
in Canada should read the new publication 


on worship (116 pages) issued for the infor- 
mation of members and HICHLY COMMENDED. 


SINGLE Copy 15cTs. For Sale by all Booksellers. 
8 Copies MAILED FREE FoR $1.00 By 


THE WM. DRYSDALE CO., Publishers, 
MONTREAL, 


The Copygraph Printer. 


200 Copies from one original written with pen on 
ordinary paper, or from one writing on any type- 
writer. Manufactured by 


ALBERT BRYCE 
1740 NOTRE DAME, 
Send for Catalogue. MONTREAL, 


FRANCIS H, CHRYSLER, Q.C. C. J, R. BETHUNE. 


CHRYSLER & BETHUNE, 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS. OTTAWA, CANADA. 


ax FAVOGRAGLY ANOWN SINCE 
Me. HAVE FURNISHED 25000162 6. 
E HURCH, SCHOOL & OTHER 


ES) 6 MENEELY & CO, [PUREST Best 
Pe WEST-TROY. N. GENUINE. 


3 » MA RELL-METAL 
CHIMES. Erc. CATALOGUE & PRICES FREE. 


The Ontario Medical College for Women, 
(LIMITED) 

' For Calendar, etc., DR. D. J. CIBB WISHART, REGISTRAR, 

SPPiy te | SUMACH ST., TORONTO. 


‘ 


(Cor. of Bloor and Spadina, ) 
TORONTO. 


A Collegiate School for Girls in the finest Residental part 
of Toronto. 


Board of Management : 


Rev. G. M. Milligan, M.A,, D.D,, Toronto, President. 

J. K. Macdonald, Esq,, Man.-Dir. Confederation Life 
Association, Toronto, Vice-President. 

Rey, Louis H. Jordan M.A., B.D., St. James Square 
Church, Toronto, 

George Dickson, M.A,, late Principal, Upper Canada Col- 
lege, and Hamilton Coll. Inst. 

Mrs. George Dickson, Lady -Principal, St. Margaret’s Col. 

9 teachers in Academic, 13 in Musical, 4 in Art Depart- 
ment, 7 reside in College. Thorough supervision of 


studies. Modern methods. Complete equipment . 
Large grounds. For circular, apply to the Lady 
Principal, 


PRESBYTERIAN LADIES’ COLLEGE, 


- OTTAWA... 
WINTER TERM BEGINS JAN. 4TH, 1899. 

The Literary Curriculum embraces a carefully grad- 
ed Course of Instruction from Kindergarten up to Uni- 
versity Matriculation. } 

The Conservatory of Music is under the charge of Mr. 
Fu dicen ees a distinguished pianist and teacher from 

eipsig, 
er Department.—Mr. Chas. E. Moss, F. R. C. A., 
Director, offers courses in Drawing from Cast, Painting in 
Oil and Water Colors, Pastel, Miniature and China 
Painting. 

Elocution, Physical Culture and Deportment, Steno- 
graphy and Typewriting, Needlework and Cookery are 
taught by specialists. : 

For further information apply to Miss Jessie M. 
McBratney, Lady Principal. 


CARSON'S 
Primary Catechism. 


SECOND EDITION. 
.. Revised and Improved ... 
45c. per dozen, post paid. 
: $3.10 per 100, post paid. 


A. & Wl. AXACKINLAY, 
HALIFAX, N.S. 


Make 
No A NEW PAPER, 


Mistake put see the New Presbyterian Paper be- 
fore ordering your religious reading for next year. The 
DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN, a handsomely printed 16 
page paper, devoted to the interests of the family, ehurch 
and country, will appear the first week in December, 
price $1.50 per annum. 

To secure the lo west rate a Club should be formed in 
every congregation, This rate will be ONE DOLLAR 
to club of 10, with a free copy to agent; club of 4, $5.00 
and free copy to sender. ; 

Names should be forwarded at once, so that subscribers 


‘may secure paper from first issue till 1st January, 1900, 


The most liberal offer ever made by a denominational 
publication in Canada, Specimen copies free on receipt 
of post card. Address 

THE MOUNT ROYAL PUBLISHING CO., 


C. BLACKETT ROBINSON, MANACER. 
Subscriptions may 232 St. James St., MONTREAL, 
also be sent to 102 Yonge St., TORONTO, 


Presbyterian Record. 
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The last issue of another year has come, On 
behalf of its readers, and of the Church whose 
work it seeks to help, the Rrecorp gives heartiest 
thanks to those who have kindly aided in its cir- 
culation during the year. 

Troublesome their work has sometimes been, 
but not fruitless. It is not too much to say that 
no little of the interest of our Church in missions, 
Home and Foreign, is due to the missionary 
letters and other information given in the REcorpD. 
This information is only useful as the ReEcorp is 
circulated, and thus the helpers in its distribution 
are among the most effective agents in our church 
work. 

May they not grow weary in well doing, but 
try this year to make the circulation larger than 
ever and the Recorp will try to be more worthy 
of their efforts. Subscribers can do much to 
lessen the difficulties of these willing helpers by 
promptly handing in their subscriptions in 
advance. 


—— 


THOUGHTS FOR THE CLOSING YEAR. 


First, and chief, with every man, should be the 
thought—‘‘ What is my attitude towards the on® 
upon whom I depend for life, for every breath I 
draw, for all that I am and have? Am [in an 
attitude of friendship or enmity, obedience or 
disobedience, of humble trustful reverence and 
love or of careless disregard? Is the aim and 
effort of heart and life pleasing or otherwise to 
Him? If the former, ‘it is well. If the latter, 
then another year of life has not fulfilled the end 


for which He gave it. His patience and kind- 
ness for a year have been wasted. What if that 
patience should weary, and no more years be 
given ? 

2. How have I grown in character? I may be 
richer or poorer in pocket, weaker or stronger in 
body, but these changes are of lesser importance. 
The great question as to wealth, health, strength, 
is, am I richer or poorer, more or less healthy, 
weaker or stronger, more beautiful or ugly, in 
character, which is eternal. Life is given to 
shape character for eternity. That character is 
taking on fixity. Soon it will be past change. 
What progress have I made this year towards at- 
taining that shaping of character which I would 
like to have crystallized into permanency ? 

3. What use have I made of my opportunities 
for others? What suffering have I tried to re- 
lieve; what sorrow to cheer? How have my 
words and deeds helped others: into a better way, 
or the opposite. So little will sometimes give 
help or oncouragement to another’s weakness or 
sorrow, or direction upwards or downwards to an- 
other’s life ! 

4. What use have I made of the year’s oppor- 
tunities of sending to the world’s dark, hopeless 
millions, that knowledge which has put into my 
own life so much of brightness ? 

§. Turning from my own doing to God’s doing, 
from my disregard of Him to His care for me, 
from my filling of the year for Him to His filling 
of the year for me, how full His seems by contrast. 
Egypt’s seven fat years against the lean, are 
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poor to illustrate God’s plenty to us in the year 
now nearing its end. What cause for gratitude 
as we review His filling of the year for us ! 

6. The end of the year suggests the end of the 
years. What will be then the review? Simply 
the sum of the years and days as they pass. If 
we would make the backlook from life’s end a 
glad and grateful one, it can only be by filling 
well each year, each day, as it comes. Once past 
it comes no more. 


‘“THE YOUTH’S RECORD.” 


We are starting a new paper, monthly, for the 
young people of our church, slightly larger than 
the Children’s Record, but at tke same price, only 
fifteen cents a year, in parcels of five and upwards: 

The Children’s Record will continue as hereto- 
fore, but there is room for another, along the 
same lines, for an older class of young people. To 
make it uniform with the other two Records, it 
will be called Youth’s Record. We will then 
have three Missionary Records, one for the child- 
ren, one for the young people, and one, the 
PRESBYTERIAN REcoRD, for all, young and old. 

The approval of the General Assembly for this 
step was ashe.'| and given more than a year ago, 
but this year ].1s been so occupied with the pub- 
lication of the Sunday-school Helps, that it was 
delayed. Now that these have been transferred 
to Toronto the way is clearer to andertake it. 

We trust that this effort will meet with a hearty 
response. Itis the only paper for the youth of 
our church. Itis the only paper for these youth 
that will give them news of our own missions, in 
the knowledge of which they should be trained. 
Take other papers if necessary, but give our own 
Records a first place among papers for the young. 

Samples sent free onapptication. Address Rev. 
E. Scott, Y.M.C.A. Building, Montreal. — 

In this connection, while cordially welcoming 
the bright, attractive papers fortthe young that 
come from abroad, the mind of many is that there 
is no little, in even the best of them, that we can 
well do without. 

The ‘‘ Presbyterian Board” in Philadelphia is 
making an earnest effort to circulate in Canada 
its youth's paper, Dorward, and sample copies 
scattered liberally among us had quite a Canadian 
flavor. 

But it seems hard for our friends across the 
line to get away from the life long tendency and 
habit of seeking to prejudice what is British. 
Stories of revolutionary days, in which the 
‘‘ Yankees’ are always heroic, noble, and true; 
and the ‘‘red coats,” the British, almost as 
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invariably tyrannical and brutal, are served up ad 
nauseam. One of the latest copies of Forward 
that we picked up and read, had its two leading 
stories of this class. No wonder that their young 
people grow up with a bias and prejudice that 
makes them incapable of judging fairly anything 
British. 

It is little short of criminal for these religious 
educators of the young to persist in this course, 
as has been done for so long, and which has had 
so evil an influence. At all events, if they wish 
to educate their own young people along that 
line, we do not wish such food for our youth, and 
it would be a loyal, patriotic, Christian, thing 
to allow foreign periodicals to stay at home 
until they can find something better for the 
mental and moral food of their young people than 
the carrion of issues a century dead. 


OUR COUNTRY. 


BY REV. A. J. MOWATT, MONTREAL. 


The lines have fallen unto mein pleasant places; I 
have a goodly heritage. Ps. 16:8, 

In his recent thanksgiving sermon from this 
text, Rev. A. J. Mowatt, of Erskine church, Mon- 
treal, made his theme the duty of cultivating the 
Psalmists spirit of content aud thankfulness, and 
loyalty to our own; seeing the best of, and mak. 
ing the most and best of: (1) Our own place and 
work in life; (2) Our own home; (3) Our own 
congregation and church; (4) Our own country. 

We give below some good, strong, words ‘that 
he spoke upon the last subject; and in seeking to 
live out the thought let us remember that one of 
the most effective methods of making our coun- 
try great, and without which no new country can 
come to goodness or greatness, is the active and 
earnest carrying on of our Home Mission Work, 
leavening the new regions of our wide land with 
the Gospel. Mr. Mowatt said:— 

In the few words I have to say on this point, I 
want you, and myself too, to be fired and inspired 
with the old psalmist’s love of country. To him 
there was no country like Canaan. It was not 
much of a country in size. It was all broken up 
with mountains and wadies. But to his love and 
loyalty there was no country the sun shone on to 
be at all compared toit. It was the country God 
looked von with a kindly interest. Towards 
it God feltas he felt toward no other; and he did 
for it what he had done for no other. 

Every hill was sacred. Every crag and torrent 
were historic, emblematic, full of inspiration to 
the devout soul. <A bit of rock land in Canaan, 
that you could hardly get a plough into, was 
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more in his eyes than the fat acres of Euphrates 
or Nile, and so of that bit of rock land he sang of 
‘‘lines fallen to him in pleasant places” and of 
his ‘‘ goodly heritage.” 

As Canadians we should be animated by a like 
love of country. There should be no country 
like ours tous. It isour homeland. We were 
born in it. We grew up in it, or we are growing 
up init. We learned our first lessons init. We 
heard the Gospel here, bowed in prayer, felt our 
need of Jesus and found him, looked up and saw 
God and heaven so near our soul. A father’s and 
mother’s precious dust lies yonder over the hill. 

True its winters are long and rigorous. Its snows 
deep. Its woodlands and wastes so wild. And 
it is not so advanced in the culture and progress 
that are the glory of otherlands. But we are not 
true Canadians, if, after having seen other coun- 
tries; sunny Italy, beautiful France, the land 
of Luther, the rich Orient, we do not come back 
to Canada, saying:—Canada is good enough for 
me. Here let me live and labor. Here let me 
pray and work for my country’s good. She has 
possibilities before her, a future awaiting her, that 
no country on the face of the earth has. Let me 
believe in Canada. Let me sing the praises of 
Canada. Let me feel that God has his eye on 
this land for good, and that he wants to bless her 
people with his choicest blessings. 

Thus this thanksgiving day, I would like 
to preach love to our country, loyalty to her in- 
stitutions, devotion to her interests. Instead of 
croaking at the way things are managed, or 
mismanaged, praising every country and seeing 
good in every country but our own; let us change 
our tune, let us harp on another string, even as 
the patriotic psalmist teaches us here, and let us 
count ourselves happy that we are Canadians, and 
sing of the lines that have ‘“‘ fallen to us in plea- 
sant places” and of our ‘‘goodly heritage,” our 
glorious Dominion. 


Opposition enlivens trade, even in miracles. 
For long, the Redemptorists have had their far- 
famed shrine of Ste. Anne de Beaupre, with its 
alleged miracles and immense pilgrimages en- 
riching the coffers of the Order. Now the ‘Yblat 
Fathers are competing for the homage an \ the 
pence of the faithful. Their shrine at Cap {ela 
Madeline, near Three Rivers, ‘Jue., is ra idly 
gaining fame for its healing power, and bi« ling 
for a first place among Canada’s wonder-wo. ting 
resorts. It is said that during the past suf .mer 
one hundred thousand pilgrims visited the 6] “ine. 

There has recently been erected a numk‘r of 
hotels and boarding houses, and a magni*icent 
church,- costing $180,000. Progress backward ! 
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Two sister churches have, during the past two 
weeks and months, lost each two men, whose 
names and work have long been prominent. 

The Auld Kirk in Scotland is poorer by the 
passing of two notable men, Principal Caird and 
Dr. John McLeod. The former lacked but two 
of fourscore years, and was called away by death 
on the very day that his resignation of the long- 
filled Principalship of Glasgow University was to 
take effect. The latter, younger by a score, 
carried off in his prime by typhoid, had been 
Minister of Govan for twenty-three years; his 
presentation to that parish being the last time 
that Glasgow University exercised this privilege 
before the abolition of patronage in 1875. 

More recently the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 
has lost Dr. John Hall and Dr. Mutchmore, both 
nearing the seventies, men of great stature, with 
a great life work well done. 

Dr. Hall had gone, as usual, for his summer 
vacation to ‘‘dear old Ulster,” as 1 heard him 
once say in a sermon in Cooke’s Church, Toronto. 
He never returned. 

Dr. Mutchmore, besides the pastorate of one of 
the largest churches in Philadelphia, has for years 
been proprietor and editor-in-chief of the Presby- 
terian, a bulwark of Evangelical orthodoxy, and 
one of the leading religious weeklies of the 
U.S.A., and at his two-fold ministry, he wrought 
till near the end. 

In other churches, as in our own, the workers 
change, the work goes on. Let our ‘‘shift” be 
well done. 


LETTING SELF GO. 


There is no greater source of misery than being 
occupied with one’s self. The habit develops an 
excessive sensitiveness to every breath of opinion 
and comment, and a suspiciousness of such com- 
ment where none is uttered. The mind comes to 
a state like that of the body in which every prick 
of a pin festers, and turns toasore. Nothing 1s 
amore wholesome cure for this than the power 
and practice of getting outside of self, and be- 
coming interested in the men and women around 
us. Itis one of the great uses that childhood 
renders us that it gives us human beings of 
wonderful interest, who awaken in us no false 
sensitiveness, and charm us into forgetfulness of 
our claims, our sores, our private griefs. The 
world is kept young by having this fresh life 
poured into its bosom that wemay forget our 
selfishness and our grievances. The man whose 
interests are with those around him has no time 
nor opportunity for selfish n.isery.—Sel. 
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Our home Missions. 


Will East, as West, please read carefully the 
articles that follow, on Home Missions and 
Augmentation. The writers are western and 
have taken the western field for texts, but the 
sermons are continent-wide, the articles for the 
most part dealing with principles which are un- 
affected by longitude. 


The Maritime folk have as usual gone about the 
raising of their brotherhood fund, the Augmenta- 
tion Fund, in a methodical, business like way. 
The Synod at its recent meeting stated the 
amount that it thought each Presbytery should 
give. The Presbyteries have had their meetings 
and have divided up their respective allotments 
into the smaller sums which they think each con- 
gregation should give, and now the congregations, 
most of them, will as heretofore, loyally give the 
amount asked of them, some of them more; and 
many a small congregation that would other- 
wise have ‘‘occasionai supply” will be able by 
their own liberal efforts, thus aided, to have their 
own minister, their regular Sabbath services, in 
their own church home. A good deed, well done. 


It is of the utmost importance that action West 
be taken at once and the work carried on with 
enthusiasm and vigor. Envelopes have been pre- 
pared for special collection on behalf of Aug- 
mentation. Ministers and others can obtain a 
supply of these, as well as additional copies of 
leaflet, by addressing the Rev. Dr. Warden, 
Presvyterian Church Officers, Toronto, to whom 
all contributions should be sent. 


STATE OF THE FUNDS. WEST. 


The Church year now ends on the 31st March. 
It may be of interest to know how the Funds 
stand at this date. In the following column, the 
first table shows the estimated amount required 
for the current ecclesiastical year, the second 
column shows the amount received by the Treas- 
urer to this date, and the third column shows the 
amount still required before the end of the year, 
31st March : 

Estimate Received Amount 


for year. todate. required. 

Home Mission........ $ 82,000 $11,300 $ 7,709 
Augmentation ........ 28,000 2,300 25,700 
Foreign Miss’n........ 65,100 9,100 56,000 
French Evangel’n... 25,000 5,500 19,500 
Pt.-aux-Trembles.... 10,000 600 9,400 
Knox College.......+« 12,000 1,800 10,200 
Queens College........ 4,000 220 3,780 
i deficit. 9,000 9,000 
Montreal College... 5,000 220 4,780 
Manitoba College..... 5,000 600 4,400 
Widows & Orphans.. 10,000 950 9,050 
Aged & Infirm Min.. 17,000 1,650 15,350 
Assembly s..200.03: 5. 6,000 1,750 4,250 


$35,990 $242,110 


$278,100 
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If inthe habit of making collections for the 
Schemes of the Church throughout the year, and 
allocating the whole sum among the different 
Schemes at the close of the year, and then for- 
warding the amounts to the Agent of the Church, 
please make this change: forward the collections 
as they are made, and save the Schemes paying 
interest while your gifts lie idle. Then at the 
year’s end make your allocation and state to the 
Agent of the Church the amounts to be credited 
to different Schemes. 


HOME MISSION FUND, WESTERN 
SECTION. 


Toronto, 28th Nov., 1898. 


Every since the union of the churches in 1875, 
the Annual Home Mission circular has been 
written by the late Rev. Dr. Cochrane, the ener- 
getic and loved Convener of the Committee, whose 
recent death the whole Church mourns. On the 
very day of his death he dictated several letters 
in connection with the work of the Committee, 
so that up to the closing hours of life, he was en- 
gaged in furthering the interests of the Scheme. 

In consequence of his removal, and under a 
deep sense of responsibility, I send out this cireu- 
lar, reminding you of the claims of the Home 
Mission scheme, and soliciting your hearty co- 
operation on its behalf. May we have abundant 
evidence that while the workers are providen- 
tially removed, the Master does not permit the 
work itself to suffer loss. 

Steady progress is being made from year to 
year. In the older Provinces of Ontario and 
Quebec, there are at the present time, 171 
Mission fields, with 436 preaching stations, in 
connection with which there are 6,144 families. 
Last year the Committee expended $24,650.00 in 
helping these families to maintain ordinances. 

It is interesting to note the great change which 
has taken place-in the method of working these 
fields of recent years. Formerly, most of them 
were supplied by student missionaries, who con- 
ducted services regularly during the summer 
half-year. In the winter, however, many of the 
fields were without service, whils in others, only 
an occasional service was held. Now, however, 
the large majority of them have continuous supply 
during the whole year, by means of ordained 
missionaries. Asa result, it is believed that ere 
long, many of them will call their own pastors 
and become augmented charges, and will soon 
thereafter reach the self supporting stage. 

While the number of mission fields has greatly 
diminished in many of the Presbyteries of Ontario 
and Quebec, in others the number has been in- 
creasing of late years. More especially is this 
true of the Presbyteries of Montreal, Ottawa. 
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Lanark and Renfrew, Kingston, Barrie, North 
Bay and Algoma. 

To the west of Lake Superior, we have now 14 
Presbyteries, where twenty-five years ago there 
was none. In these Presbyteries there are at 
present 90 self-supporting congregations, 33 
augmented charges, and 197 mission fields, with 
684 preaching stations. The present vigorous 
and hopeful condition of the Presbyterian cause 
in the Western Provinces is largely owing, under 
God, to the efforts of the Home Mission Commit- 
tee during the past twenty-five years. The work 
in the West is likely to grow even more rapidly 
in the next ten years than it has during the pre- 
ceding decade. Immigration is greatly on the 
increase of late, and the successful opening up 
and development of new mining districts, with 
the building of new branch lines of railway, are 
rapidly increasing the population, rendering de- 
sirable the opening of new mission fields in larger 
numbers than the funds at the disposal of the 
Committee justify. 

The recent reception into our College at Win- 
nipeg of two young (ralicians, who are studying 
with a view to Christian work among their fellow 
countrymen, of whom there are now 14,000 in the 
Northwest, is a most hopeful sign. 

At a meeting of the Executive last) month, in 
response to a request from the Presbytery of 
Kamloops, and upon areport from the Rev. C. 
W. Gordon, who had recently visited the country 
opened by the Crow’s Nest Railway, the Commit- 
tee decided to commence work among the men 
engaged in the mines in ‘the neighborhood of 
Rossland, Nelson, and Whitewater. This is a 
work such as has not hitherto been undertaken 
by the Committee, and one which will not only 
entail a heavy expenditure of money, but which 
will require men of special gifts. At present, the 
Committee are on the outlook for suitable mis- 
sionarics to labor among the miners. 

Last year the Committee undertook work in the 
Klondyke gold district. The first missionary, 
the Rev. R. M. Dickey, left in Sept., 1897, fol- 
lowed soon after by the Rev. A. S. Grant, and 
more recently by the Rev. J. Pringle and Rev. J. 
A. Sinclair. Ours was the first Canadian church 
to send missionaries into this new territory, and 
it is encouraging to report that we have been able 
fairly well to overtake the work there. Owing to 
the uncertainty as to the future of the district, 
the Committee, did not feel justified in increasing 
the number of missionaries this fall. They await 
developments, expecting that on the opening of 
navigation next season, it will be necessary to 
largely increase the staff. The Committee have 
been disappointed as to the financial returns from 
that country, believing that while the outlay was 
exceptionally heavy at the start, the salaries of 
the missionaries would, ere long, be borne by the 
people themselves. This expectation has not 
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been realized. Almost the entire expenditure, 
both as to outfit and salary, hasthus far been met 
by the funds of the Committee. This has not 
been owing to any fault of the missionaries, who 
deserve the warm sympathy and support of our 
people for their self-denying labors in a peculiarly 
difficult and trying field, but owing to the excep- 
tional circumstances of the district. 

A church building is being erected in Dawson 
City, at a cost of $11,000.00, which is expected to 
be entirely provided by the people themselves. 
In Eldorado—a district adjoining Dawson City--- 
a lot has been secured, on which there is a build: 
ing which is used meantime for services. Until 
some decision is definitely reached with reference 
to the building of a line of railway, via Glenora 
and Teslin Lake, no action has been taken by our 
missionary at Glenora towards the erection of a 
church. The expenditure last year on the work 
west of Lake Superior, including the Klondyke, 
exceeded $45,000.00. 

The estimated amount required to carry on the 
work of the Home Mission Committee this year is 
$82,000.00, in addition to whatever may be 
necessary in connection with the work among the 
miners. Last year the total amount received for 
Home Missions from the congregations of our 
Church, including Sabbath Schools, Christian 
Endeavor Societies and private individuals, was 
$58,160. The sum of $12,000 was obtained from 
bequests, and $11,800 from Britain. 

This year, thus far, very little has been receiv- 
ed from bequests, and the contributions from 
Britain are only $4,130. It seems, therefore, 
that of the total amount required this year, at 
least $75,000 will need to be got from our own 
people. Thisis about 30 per cent. in excess of 
of the amount they contributed last year. 

Considering the improved condition of the 
country, it is reasonable to expect a large in- 
crease in contributions for Church work, and the 
Committee’s earnest hope is that they will not be 
disappointed. They look for this increase in all 
sections of the Church. 

Will you kindly present the claims of the 
Home Mission work to your congregation and 
Sabbath School and other organizations connected 
with your Church. 


Soliciting your cordial co-operation. 
Believe me, 
Yours faithfully, 
Rost. H. WARDEN. 
P.S —The Church year now closes on March 3l. 
P.P.S.—Copies of the above in Leaflet form, 


free, for distribution, may be had from Dr. 
Warden. 


As early as possible in the line of the day make 
a bend in the Divine direction, if you wish every 
hour of the day to bring you nearer to God. 
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THE AUGMENTATION SCHEME. 
BY DR. CAMPBELL, RENFREW, CONVENER, WEST. 


To my Brethren in the Ministry :— 


Expansion neets us everywhere in these days ; 
on Eastern traffic lines, at Western mines, and 
best of all, all along the line in the growth of our 
Mission Field. 

Clear headed business men rejoice in it, and 
declare that it is the making of Canada to hold 
the trade by meeting the expansion now, at al- 
most any cost. Shall not they and we together 
show like wisdom and decision in the other 
sphere, where the making of Canada, in the high- 
est sense, is being wrought out? Doubtless, 
earnest men amongst them are waiting and ready 
to be with us in any decided movement ; only 
they would say, ‘‘Itis in your line, so you must 
plan and tell us what is needed, for we are very 
busy men.” 

Have we any plan? Loving hearted and clear 
headed men wrought out the Augmentation 
Scheme, with the intent of meeting the Home 
Mission Committee at all its terminals, and of 
handling, without loss or delay, all material 
offered to the Church’s further care. It may not 
be the ideal plan, but it is what we have just now, 
and so useful has it been that this may be said : 
‘‘If at any gathering of business men, called to 
consider some pressing material interest, a plan 
similarily tested and successful should be pre- 
sented, the money needed to carry it through 
would be provided in a single hour.” 

And we, brethren, if we go tothe work unitedly, 
and with whole-hearted conviction, can accom- 
plish the same thing in half an hour. Give me 
half an hour in which each of you, in his own 
pulpit or in that of an exchanging brother, shall 
speak from heart to heart, informing our people 
and appealing for their aid, and I have no fear as 
to the result. 

Something behind that of course; the situa- 
tion grasped, conviction graven on your hearts 
and minds, and above all, love on the spring ; then 
there can be no failure. This gift I shall surely 
have, your Church shall have, your Master shall 
have, for I abide in this faith, that ‘‘ for Zion’s 
sake you will not hold your peace, and for Jeru- 
salem’s sake you will not rest, until the righteous- 
ness thereof shall go forth as brightness, and the 
salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth.” 


AUGMENTATION, WEST. 
BY REV. W.T. HERRIDGE, OTTAWA, 


The work which the Augmentation Fund has 
accomplished since its creation in 1883, is itself 
the most eloquent testimony to its. worth, and 
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the greatest incentive to its enthusiastic support 
by every member of the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada. At the same time, it becomes necessary 
from year to year to set forth its conditions and 
requirements. 

Our first word must be one of grateful thanks 
for the large measure of support which was given 
to the Funds during the past year. More gener- 
ous interest was shown in many quarters and 
very hearty re-ponse from many old and tried 
friends. Thus, the Committee was enabled, 
though in an exceedingly modest way, to meet 
the needs of the various congregations under its 
care, and even to show a small balance on hand. 
This was mainly because something over $2,500 
came from ‘ British Grants,” a source of revenue 
which was ours for the first and last time. 

The ordinary revenue ran behind the expendi- 
ture by $1,500, and when it is remembered that 
this year, the Committee, with the express sanc- 
tion of Assembly, added as many fields in new 
districts as will increase the expenditure to at 
least $26,000, as compared with ¢ 23,000 last year, 
it will be understood that between $4,000 and 
$5,000 more will be required from our people to 
keep pace with the demands which are fairly 
made upon the Fund. 

In fact the Assembly authorized the Committee 
to go the length of $28,000, and, in another year, 
so pressing are the demands, even more than that 
may be necessary ; but with the good help of 
Presbyteries, who have shown great carefulness 
in securing moderate claims, the Committee have 
kept down expenditure to a point lower than 
was expected, and are hopeful that the 
Church’s response to the appeal now made may 
be so generous, that again they may make ends 
meet. 


DISTRIBUTION OF RESOURCES. 


The aim of the Augmentation Fund is not to 
pamper congregations, but rather to stimulate 
them to the point of complete self-support. That 
such efforts have been successful is proved by the 
fact that each year a number of charges are re- 
moved from the list altogether, while many that 
remain have diminished grants given them. In 
some cases, of course, owing to peculiar diffi- 
culties, growth is exceedingly slow; and it is 
just here that the assistance of the Fund is most 
required, if Christian ordinances are to be main- 
tained at all. 

Quebec and some parts of Ontario call for our 
aid as urgently as the Western Provinces 
of our Dominion ; and while the results may be 
less exhilarating, they are not less beneficial. 

The work of the Assembly’s Committee is as. 
sisted by exact reports from Synods and Presby- 
teries, and each case is submitted to the most 
rigid investigation. The Committee might be 
accused, perhaps, of enforced parsimony, but 
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never of extravagance. It may be safely asserted 
that no Fund of the Church is administered with 
greater care. 


GROWING REQUIREMENTS. 


While there are yearly removals from the list 
of augmented charges, a still larger number 
seeks admission toit. This arises from the ad- 
vance of Home Mission Scations toa point at 
which they are entitled toa place on the Fund, 
and is, therefore, a gratifying sign of the Church’s 
growing strength in the Dominion, 

It has been usually found, as might be expect- 
ed, that when a congregation acquires the right 
to call its own minister, much stimulus is given 
to its liberality, not only in supporting him, but 
in doing what it can for the Church at large. The 
Augmentation Committee rejoices in the relief 
which is thus from time to time afforded to the 
Home Mission Fund, and inthe opening given 
for that aggressive work which is so imperatively 
called for, especially in the Northwest and Brit- 
ish Columbia. 

But unless the Augmentation Fund receives 
generous aid, it becomes impossible to assume the 
new obligations which are thus imposed upon 
it; and, as a consequence, the whole cause of 
missions in Canada suffers injury. In support- 
ing Augmentation, you are practically helping, 
in a kind of double way, to bring the message of 
the Gospel to the frontiers of civilization, and no 
one needs to be told how much that message con- 
tributes to the real welfare of our beloved land. 

All this is illustrated fully by some recent re- 
marks of Dr. Robertson. He wasasked: What 


of the growth of missions lastseason ? ‘‘ Twenty-. 


one new missions; fifteen missions advanced to be 
augmented congregations, and ten missions and 
congregations become self-supporting. About a 
score more are ready to go on Augmentation list, 
but the Committee is too poor to adopt so many 
orphans just now.” 

But is it not a pity and is it not a loss to the 
Church that the Committee is kept thus poor 
when there is such grand work to be done? 


UNITED ACTION, 


The Augmentation Fund relies for its support 
upon the gifts of the whole body of Presbyterians, 
and not alone upon those of a few wealthy con- 
gregations. In order, to succeed we must all do 
what we ean. The strong should bear the in- 
firmities of the weak, but even those congrega- 
tions which are not so very strong will find their 
efficiency increased by coming to the aid of 
others. 

It is pleasant to help those who do their utmost 
to help themselves, and from year to year figures 
assure us that the average contribution per 
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family to this fund, from augmented charges, is 
greater than that of self-sustaining congrega- 
tions. That is, without doubt, a gratifying 
state of affairs, though one which ought not to be 
accepted with mere complacency. For unless it 
means that augmented charges are giving too 
much to the Fund, it must mean that self-sus- 
taining congregations are giving too little. We 
appeal, therefore, to every minister and every 
Church member to do the utmost in order to 


’ make the support of this Fund more nearly uni- 


versal than it now is; and we are persuaded that 
our appeal will not be in vain. 


HELP FROM OUR YOUNG PEOPLE. 


The Committee records with much pleasure 
the growing interest manifested by Sunday 
Schools and Young People’s Societies and kin- 
dred organizations. There is room, however, for 
much further development in this direction. It 
will be most beneficial to the young people of our 
church to acquaint themselves with our needs, 
and the work which we are seeking to do; and 
the more thoroughly they understand these 
things, the more generous will be their aid. 


THE OUTLOOK. 


We speak of crucial periods; but each year is 
crucial in the progress of our young Dominion. 
We are bound as a Church to see that none of 
our children are in want if we areat all able to 
keep them. The rapid development of Western 
Canada calls for energetic action, if we wish to 
keep pace with the needs of our fellow-country- 
men in the prairies, the forests, and the mines. 
Our brothers there are well worth attention, 
Many of them will lack those helpful influences, 
with which we are so familiar, unless we come 
to their aid. 

And while it would be pharisaical to suppose 
that we are by nature any better than they, yet 
amid the peculiar menaces to morality which 
frontier life presents, it becomes doubly needful 
that the inroads of materialism and vice should be 
kept back by the might of Christian principles. 

It will be largely our own fault if gain in gold 
means loss in manhood. The noblest patriotism 
calls us to the task of laying secure foundations 
for our country’s welfare. The religion which we 
profess is, above all things, a religion of unself- 
ishness. If Christ is to be believed, the only 
way of saving our own lives is by seeking to 
save the lives of others. It is our works which 
prove the genuineness of our faith inhim. Pres- 
byterians have never been slow to meet their 
responsibilities; and as, year by year, fresh obli- 
gations are presented before us, we aresure that 
the heart of the Church will be stirred to achieve 
the noble and inspiring task which God has given 
it to do. 
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CHURCII NOTES AND NOTICES. 


CALLS. 


From St. Andrews, Truro, to Mr. R. G. 
Strathie, of Newport, N.S. 

From Thorburn, N. 8., to Mr. J. A. Mac- 
Kenzie, of Acadia Mines, N.S. 

From Woodstock, N. B., to Mr. Ireland. 
cepted. 

From Mount Forest, Ont., to Mr. James Berber. 

From Kintore, Ont., to Mr. J. Lindsay, of 
Collingwood. Accepted. 

From Buckingham, Que., to Mr. Wm. Patter- 
son, of Leamington. 

From Uptergrove and Longford, to Mr. W. P. 
McFEachern, of Watertown. 

From Hillsburg and Bethel, Ont., to Mr. M. 
McKinnon, of Fenelon Falls. 

From Kintore, Ont., to Mr. John Lindsay. 

From East Ch., Toronto, to Mr. H. A. Mac- 
Pherson, of Acton, Ont. 

From Bethel and East Normanby, Ont., to Mr. 
J. G. Reid. 

From Culloden and Verschoyle, Ont., to Mr. A. 
Stewart, of Stratford. 


Ac- 


INDUCTIONS. 


At Harbor Grace, Nfild., 18 Oct., Mr. J. P. 
Falconer. 

At St. Peters, C. B., 15 Nov., Mr. Calder. 

At New Dublin, N. S., to be ordained and in- 
ducted 6 Dec., Mr. A. G. H. Fraser. 

At Kirkland, N.B., 1 Nov., Mr. W. J. Fowler, 
called from Sherbrooke, N.S. 

At St. John’s French Ch., Montreal, 16 Oct., 
Mr. Valentine de Genova, ordained as missionary 
to the Italians of Montreal. 

At Knox Ch., Sydenham, Ont., 1 Nov., Mr. 
Black. 

At Chatsworth, Cnt., 2 Nov., Mr. Little. 

At St. Andrew’s Ch., Orangeville, 8 Nov., Mr. 


R. W. Dickey. 
RESIGNATIONS. 
Of St. Luke’s Ch., Bathurst, N. B., Mr. A. F. 
Thompson. 
Of Airlie, Blackbank, and Banda, Mr. W. Gal- 
lagher. 


Of Aylmer and Springfield, Ont., Mr. W. H. 
Anderson. 

Of Mosa, Ont., Mr. Alex. Fraser. 

Of St. Andrews and Shakspere, Ont., Mr. R. 
Pyke. 

Of Listowel, Ont., Mr. Wm. Cooper. 

Of Knox Ch., Sutton West, Ont., Mr. James 
Fraser, after a pastorate of nearly forty years. 

Of Summerside, P.E.I., Mr. E. M. Dill. 


OBITUARIES. 


Rev. Geo. E. Dyde, was born in Ottawa; was 
educated at Kingston Collegiate Institute and 
Queen’s University ; in January of the present 
year he was ordained and appointed missionary 
at Sharbot Lake and Bedford Station. In the 
early summer failing health compelled his resig- 
nation, and on the 17th Oct. l.e was called to rest 
at the early age of twenty-eight years, 
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PRESBYTERY MEETINGS. 


Synod of the Maritime Provinces. 


. Sydney. 


Inverness, Little Narrows, 14 Mar., 11 a. m. 
P.E. Island, Chrlt’n, St. Jas.,7 Mar., 1l a.m. 
Pictou, New Glasgow, 10 Jan., 1.30 p.m. 
Wallace, Amherst, 7 Feb. 

Truro, Truro, 10 Jan., 11 a.m. 

Halifax, Hx. Chal. 


. Lunenburg Yar., Lun., 6 Dec., 10.30. 
. St. John, St. John, St. A., 17 Jan. 
. Miramichi, Newcastle, 21 Dec., 10 a.m. 


Synod of Montreal and Ottawa. 


. Quebec, Sherbrooke, St. A., 13 Dec., 2 p. m. 
. Montreal, Mont., Knox, 13 Dec., 10 a.m. 

. Glengarry, Maxville, 13 Dec., 10.30 a.m. 

. Ottawa, Otta., Bank St., 7 Feb., 10 a.m. 

. Lanark & Ren., Carlton Pl. , 22 Nov.10.30 a.m. 
. Brockville, Kemptville, 13 Dec., 10.30 a.m. 


Synod of Toronto and Kingston. 


. Kingston, Napanee, 13 Dec., 11 a.m. 

. Peterboro, Ptrbro., St. P., 13 Dec., 9 a.m. 
. Whitby, Pt. Perry, St. J., 17 Jan., 10 a.m. 
. Lindsay, Lindsay, St. A., 20 Dec., 11 a.m. 
. Toronto, Tor., Knox., 1 Tu. ev. mo. 

2. Orangeville, Orangeville, 10 Jan., 10.30 a. m. 
. Barrie, Barrie, 13 Dec., 10.30 a.m, 

. North Bay, Emsdale, 17 Jan., 9 a.m. 

. Algoma, Webbwood, March. 

. Owen Sound, O. Sd., 20 Dec., 10 a.m. 

. Saugeen, Mt. Forrest, 14 Dec., 10.30 a.m. 
. Guelph, Guelph, Kx., 17 Jan., 10.30 a.m. 


Synod of Hamilton and London. 


. Hamilton, Ham., Knox., 17 Jan., 9.30. 

. Paris, Paris, 13 Dec., 10.30 a.m. 

. London, St. Thos.,9 Jan., 2 p.m., 10th, 9 a.m. 
. Chatham, Chatham, Ist, 13 Dec., 10 a.m. 

. Stratford, Strat., Kx., 10 Jan., 10.30 a.m. 

. Huron, Clinton, 17 Jan., 10 a.m. 

. Maitland, Kincardine, Kx., 17 Jan., 1 p.m. 
. Bruce, Paisley, 13 Dec., 10 a.m. 

. Sarnia, Alvinston, 6 Dec., 10 a m. 


Synod of Manitoba and the North-West. 


. Superior, Fort Wm., lst week in March. 
. Winnipeg, Man. Col., 2 Tu , Jan., bi-mo. 
. Rock Lake, Boissevain, 1st week March. 
. Glenboro, Glenboro, 6 March. 

. Portage, P. la Pra., 1 March. 

. Brandon, Brandon, 7 March, 10 a.m. 

. Minnedosa, Binscarth 8 March, 10 a.m. 
. Melita, Melita, 7 March, 9 a.m. 

. Regina, Indian Head, I March. 


Synod of British Columbia. 


. Calgary, Lethbridge, (provisionally, 22 Feb. ) 
. Edmonton, Lacombe, dae not fixed. 

. Kamloops, Revelstoke, date not fixed. 

. Westminster, Vancouver, St. And., 6 Dec. 

. Victoria, Nanaimo, St. A., 6 Dec., 10am, 
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Our foretgn Missions. 


The beauty of the opening paragraph of Mrs. 
Harrington’s paper in October RECORD, about 
her father Dr. Geddie, was obscured by its 
arrangement in type. It should have been as 
follows: . 

My father, John Geddie, was,-— 
born in Banff, Scotland, April 10, 1815; 
licensed by the Presbytery of Pictou, May 2, 1837; 
Zon ree SL 
sailed from Newburyport, Mass., Jan. 28, 1847; 

Boe DOGS ES Be 


landed on Aneityum, New Hebrides, May 29, 1848; 
Sok AyerAD 2G 


entered into rest at Geelong, Australia, Dec. 14, 
1872. 


“Through the naked words and mean, 
May wesee the truth between.’’ 


The couplet is a quotation from Kipling, and 
the article that followed was a filling in of the 
‘truth between,’’ in order, the above lines serv- 
ing as divisions of the subject. 


— 


A FAULT, A LOSS, A REMEDY. 


An ill that affects our Foreign Mission work, as 
well asall the other Schemes of the Church, is 
that in some congregations it is the custom for the 
treasurer to hold the missionary money collected 
throughout the year, and then forward itin one 
sum tothe Agent of the Church, some time be- 
tween January and March, in time to be put in 
the church accounts before the closing of books at 
the end of the church year, on the 31st of March: 

The result is that, as the work of the Church at 
home and abroad is being carried onall the year 
round, money has to be borrowed and interest 
paid upon it, until the collections come in at the 
end of the year to pay it off. 

If treasurers would forward the money as it is 
collected, this interest would in some measure be 
saved. If collections are kept back until the end 
of the year, part of the amount has to go for the 
money that had to be got in place of them to 
earry on the work. If a congregation collects one 
hundred dollars, and it is kept lying on hand for 
most of the year, it is not worth more to the 
Schemes of the Church than, say, ninety-five dol- 
lars would have been at the beginning of the year, 
because a part of itself has to go to pay for money 
that was needed to carry on that amount of work 
throughout the year. A small amount of interest 
may sometimes be obtained upon it when it is 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 


RECORD. 317 


kept in a bank, but not so much as has to be paid 
for the use of the money. 

All collections should be forwarded promptly, 
whenever they aremade. It is the Lord’s money, 
needed for the Lord’s work, and should not be 
kept ‘‘laid up in a napkin.” 

If the custom is to collect during the year and 
then allocate the amounts at the end of the year, 
among the different Schemes, then forward the 
amounts as they are collected, and the funds will 
have the use of them, without paying interest, 
and the statement of the amounts to be finally 
allocated among the different Schemes can be sent 
at the end of the year, and be credited accord- 
ingly. 

The amount that has to be spent yearly in 
carrying on the work of the church, in the shape 
of interest, while small sums are lying idle in 
treasurer's hands all over the church, would of 
itself be of no little help in carrying on additional 
work. Thus the Lord’s cause is in that measure 
hindered. 


THE LATEST FROM KOREA. 


BY OUR MISSIONARY, REV. MR. FOOTE. 


‘Our first glimpse of the rugged mountains of 
the Hermit Nation, Korea,” writes Mr. Foote, in 
the Pres. Witness, ‘‘ was on Sunday afternoon, the 
fourth of September. 

‘* Korea is decidedly a mountainous country, 
giving a stranger the impression that it might be 
an uninhabited, barren, treeless waste. But the 
mountains are broken by large, fertile, beautiful 
valleys, through which flow rivers of great im- 
portance to navigation, forming highways through 
the most populous districts into the interior of 
the country. 


FIRST GLIMPSE OF KOREAN LIFE, 


It was Sunday evening when the ‘‘ Higo 
Maru” dropped anchor in the harbor of Fusan, 
and Monday morning we set foot for the first time 
on Korean soil. 

Fusan is the largest and most important city 
in southern Korea. The new city, consisting of 
three settlements, the Korean, Japanese, and 
Chinese, occupies low ground close to the water’s 
edge. Old Fusan, three miles distant, is situated 
in one of the fertile valleys of Korea. 

Between these two cities crowds of people 
move to and fro, the gentlemen dressed in white 
and scrupulously clean, with a black hat made of 
split bamboo, horse hair, and silk, held in its 
place by bands tied under the chin ; the coolie, 
with clothes once white, and no hat at all, carry- 
ing an enormous load of three hundred pounds 
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ona “‘jickey” fitting closely to his back, or as- 
sisted by a neighbor, bearing a Sedan chair con- 
taining some foreigner or official, or it may be 
guiding a heavily burdened pony toward some 
business centre, to barter his load for household 
necessities. 


MISSIONS IN FUSAN. 


On ahigh hill, ten minutes’ walk from New 
- Fusan, are the mission premises of the Presby- 
terian missionaries of the U. S. A. North. That 
church is represented here by Dr. C. H. Irvin, 
Rev. Mr. Ross, and Miss Chase. The last two 
arrived recently, and are busily engaged with the 
language. 

Dr. Irvin has been on the field six years. He 
has a Hospital and Dispensary partly equipped 
at his own expense. Last year he anesthetized 
over three hundred patients, and received about 
six hundred dollars in fees for the mission. 

Although Fusan has been occupied since 1891 
by missionaries, it has experienced nothing of the 
religious awakening of Northern Korea, 

We also met here Rev. Mr. Adams, who labors 
at Taigu, anew station one hundred miles in- 
land. He has recently returned from an itinerat- 
ing trip and reports a large sale of books, and 
deep interest among all the people. 

At Old Fusan are three missionaries of the 
Australian Presbyterian Church. Rev. Mr. 
Adamson, Miss Menzies, and Miss Brown. It 
was in Fusan that the first missionary to Korea, 
of that church, the saintly and scholarly Davies, 
died in 1890, of cold, persecution, and neglect, 
while travelling among these people, breaking 
unto them the Bread of Life. 


NEARING OUR JOURNEY’S END. 


We left Fusan on the 5th of September, Mon- 
day evening, and on the morning of the 7th arriv- 
ed in Chemulpo. The following day we took a 
river boat and steamed upthe Han river, fifty- 
five miles, meeting here friends of the Presbyter- 
ian Church of the U. S. A. North, who were ex- 
pecting us. At dark we reached Mr. Miller’s 
residence, feeling that our seven weeks’ journey, 
covering about ten thousand miles, was at an 
end, and that we had reached the land where 
our strength would be used in our Master’s ser- 
vice. 

Sunday morning was spent with Rev. S. F. 
Miller, in visiting four villages on the river Han, 
four miles from Seoul. The Korean knows no 
Sabbath until he becomes a Christian, and as 
there are few or no believers in these villages, all 
were spending the Lord’s day as other days. 

But the good seed is being sown, the light is 
breaking, the leaven is at work, and unconscious- 
ly the heathen Koreans of these villages are being 


influenced by the Gospel. 
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We distributed about six hundred tracts, full 
of gospel truth, concerning the Holy Spirit con- 
trasted with the evil spirits which they worship. 
Men were eager for the messare. ‘They ceased 
their work and came forward to listen to the 
words spoken. 

We had been out only a short time when a 
crowd of men, each with a tract, gathered by the 
river side under the shade of large trees. One of 
the number read the tract to the others, who lis- 
tened with close attention. As he finished, they 
addressed questions to Mr. Miller, and he 
now took advantage of this opportunity and 
preached a sermon to them explaining the way of 
life. 

Such gatherings occurred several times during 
the day. The Koreans have inquisitive minds, 
and the truths of the Gospel presented in this way 
have a wonderful effect. 

In the afternoon Mr. Miller preached at a regu- 
lar service. 

Dr. Grierson and Mr. McRae attended the 
Korean service at Seoul, and each spoke to the 
people with the aid of an interpreter. 

The knowledge of Christ has spread in a won- 
derful way over the whole land. There is no 
need to look for an opening or an opportunity to 
preach. The people are eager to hear and the 
field is already white for the harvest. Mission- 
aries leave their homes for weeks at a time visit- 
ing village after village, superintending the work 
growing up around them. The great problem 
now is to train a sufficient number of native 
Christians of ability and piety to become pastors 
of the churches already established. 


WHERE MACKENZIE LIVED AND DIED. 


We have received a warm welcome from the 
Koreans, but nothing touched our hearts so deep- 
ly as the presence of two men from Sorai with 
an invitation for us to make our home with 
them. 

One was Mr. Saw, with whom Mr. McKenzie 
lived, and in whose house he died. He is a noble, 
intelligent-looking man, and said to be one of the 
best native Christians in Korea. His signature 
is attached to that letter sent to our Board by the 
Christians of Sorai. These people now feel that 
their prayer has been answered and look for our 
help. 

There is now an endowed school in Sorai 
known asthe McKenzieschool. Before his death 
Mr. McKenzie gave Mr. Saw one hundred and 
forty dollars, requesting him to use it as he 
thought best. Land was purchased, and the 
Christians erected a school building at their own 
private expense. The rest is sufficient to pay a 
teacher’s salary. 

As soon as possible we wlll visit this province 
and make arrangements to locate permanently 
when spring opens, 
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS ON ERROMANGA. 


‘‘T have baptized about seven hundred adults 
and eight hundred children, ordained thirty 
elders, married over three hundred couples, 
trained, more or less, over one hundred teachers, 
all of whom were employed for a longer or 
shorter time on their own island, and some 
of them on other islands.’ So writes Rev. 
H. A. Robertson of his quarter century on 
Erromanga. ‘‘I have baptized infants and little 
children, and when they grew up married them 
and baptized their children, some whom are 
now old enough to be married. 

Nearly all the older people when we took up 
our work here have long since passed away, and 
to-day there are very few old men on the island. 

For all the blessed changes that have come 
over Erromanga since that never-to-be-forgotten 
28th of June, 1872, when Messrs. Watt, Milne, 
and Macdonald, and their wives, sailed away in 
the first ‘‘ Day-spring”’ after co:amending our- 
selves and our work to God, we are truly thank- 
ful to God, and to Him be all the glory. 

That night after I walked back to our lonely 
house, after the dear old Day-spring with our 
missionary friends on board had faded into the 
gloom and shadow which settled down upon the 
waters, we prayed that we might see the day 
when Erromanga might be won for Christ. ‘‘Er- 
romanga for Christ.”—was the burden of our 
evening prayer, and thank God that is now largely 
true. Your prayers, our prayers, the prayers of 
God’s people the wide world over have been 
answered for one of tLe Cuikest spots anywhere, 
andone of the most degraded, most cruel, and 
savage people in all the Pacific. We have now 
twenty-two elders, thirty-six teachers, and three 
hundred church members. 


ERROMANGA’S ‘GRAND OLD MAN.” 


The New Hebrides Islands have among their 
older Christians some grand men, who were 
brought upin heathenism, and were among the 
first to accept Christianity. | 

The Christian party being so small, and heath- 
enism so hostile, the stand taken by any of the 
leading men, led by the Spirit of God, tended to 
develop in them still greaterstrength of character, 
and being amongst the first of theChristian party 
they naturally became leaders in the native 
Church as itextended. 

Many of the earlier converts have passed away 
but some still live, of whom Yomot has perhaps 
the first place on Erromanga, the ‘‘ Martyr Isle.”’ 

For forty years, since before the murder of the 
Gordons, he has been a faithful helper and pro- 
tector, and for 22 years ateacher, Of him Rev. 
H. A. Robertson writes: — 
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* After a most faithful service of over twenty- 
two years as teacher, Yomot was relieved from 
the active duties of teacher in March last, and 
appointed to visit the surrounding districts as 
much as his strength will permit, in order to urge 
the teachers to greater faithfulness in their spe- 
cial duties, and to press upon the people to aid 
an encourage their teachers in all their work 
among them. 

Dear Yomot has been for forty years the warm 
and true friend of the Erromanga Mission, and at 
least since we came, twenty-five years ago, he 
has been by far the strongest and most fearless 
supporter we have had in our varied work and 
difficulties among his countrymen. 

He is, like us all, far short of what he ought 
to be. He has his weak points and his turns of 
laziness. At times he is crotchety and self- 
willed, and I often think would have done more 
good if he had been more gentle and mild, so as 
todraw men to him, but these points are not 
natural to him. He loves to rule in his own 
abrupt manner and for many years he has had 
nore influence than any other nativeon the island, 
not excepting cven the chiefs. 

Dr. Gunn well described him ona visit here. 
A number of our teachers were standing in a 
group. Iasked Dr. Gunn if he had seen Yomot. 
He said he had not. ‘‘ Well he is one of that 
group, can you point him out?” He at once did 
so, and said, ‘‘I would call Yomot ‘An iron 
man.’” 

Notwithstanding his faults and failings, Yomot 
has been the ablest and best friend of the Erro- 
mangan Mission for many a long year, and when 
our lives were in danger, during the first seven 
years we spenton the Islands, Yomot seemed 
completely without fear as to his own safety, and 
not one ofthe loud talking savages would meet 
him fairly and single handed, but he was ever 
watchful for us, day and night he kept near us, 
and if he had to rest or go to his plantation he 
took good care to get some of his friends to pro- 
mise not to leave us until he returned. 

Forhis faithfulness to us in these earlier years, 
for his affection for all God’s servants, and especi- 
ally for the whole souled boldness and courage 
after James Gordon fell, and for his warm admira- 
tion of the noble brothers Gordon, we shall 
never forget him. 

Yomot has a clean character and a record of 
missionary work that any man might well be 
thankful for. He was ordained the first elder on 
Erromanga, in July, 1882, at our ever memorable 
communion service held in the open air, the 
Martyr’s Church not being iarge enough to hold 
one-half the assembly. 


The grass smells the sweetest that is cut down. 
The Christian’s sufferings should make his life 
more fragrant. 
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NOTES FROM CHINA. 
BY OUR MISSIONARY, DR. PERCY C. LESLIE. 


Shanghai is rich, both foreigners and Chinese 
possessing much wealth. The foreign or Euro- 
pean part of the city is quite modern and has 
many fine buildings of stone. 

The shipping is immense, boats of every de- 
scription thronging the harbor and receiving and 
distributing merchandise through their own land 
_ and all over the world. 


JUNKS AND WHAT THEY SAIL IN. 


The Chinese junks are curious things and re- 
minded me very much of the pictures of the fleet 
which Columbus brought to America. It is diffi- 
cult to distinguish between bow and stern, except 
that the stern has a structure much like a small 
house built on the deck. Another striking thing 
about the Chinese boats is the water they float in. 
They cannot well help floating, it is so thick that 
it would be difficult to sink. It must be substan- 
tial diet for the average Chinaman. 

It was our privilege to be present at the 
monthly meeting of the Shanghai Missionary 
Association and meet a number of those who have 
been in service for many years, including Rev. Dr. 
Muiriiead who has celebrated his 50th anniversary 
of service, and his natural force is not abated. 


CHINA’S MILLIONS. 


In our short stay at the native city of Tientsin I 
understood as never before the meaning of the mul- 
titudes of China Everywhere ony turned it 
seemed asif there must be a Jubilee celebration or 
Laurier demonstration. 
for us to get through with our rikshas, and time 
after time we were in a deadlock and could not go 
forward nor turn back. Thestreets are about ten 
feet wide and nosuch thing asa sidewalk. The 
people are as sheep without a shepherd. 


RIVER SAILING ; FROM COAST IN TO HONAN. 


Slow progress. When there isa favorable wind, 
our crew hoist @ sail, and at other times they 
get out and harness themselves into the ropes and 
pull the boat along. We average daily about 
twenty-five miles, not fast enough to take your 
breath away. 

The inside of the boat is divided into three sec- 
tions: kitchen, saloon, sleeping-room. 

This form of travel is much more comfortable 
than Ihad expected. We get out and walk every 
day and thus have an opportunity to see the coun- 
try, and when we pass through a village as we do 
daily, we are sure to havea mob staring at us, 
many of the boys, and others too, calling us 
‘** Foreign Devils.” 

There is no trouble in gathering a congregation 
tolisten. One day we were looking at a temple 
and quite a crowd gathered inside, and the oldest 
man in the number started talking to our spokes- 
man. He freely confessed that the gods there 
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could not hear or see and they only worshipped 
them because they were told to by their emperor. 
The priest was there listening and did not have a 
word to say. 

This particular temple was one of the best we 
have seen, and is very old, belonging to the former 
dynasty, which makes it over 200 years old. The 
temples are bare, dirty, placesand have room for 
very few people ata time ; the people are only 
supposed to come and bring their offerings, wor- 
ship and go away ; there is no church service as 
we understand it. 

Daily we pass scores of villages and cities and 
we are frequently within easy seeing distance of 
twenty villages at once. Many of these are very 
small, but some of them run up into the thousands 
and tens of thousands. 

The country here is much like our Western 
plains at home and is very rich. There is no rice 
grown in this part of China at all, but abundance 
of wheat and other grains and vegetables of all 
kinds. 

Of the hundreds of villages that we pass through 
on this journey, only one has a foreign missionary 
resident, and only two or three others have native 
preachers, while the vast majority have never 
heard the Gospel, and many have never seena 
foreigner before. One old man was astonished to 
learn that our country was lighted by the sun ; he 
thought it was China’s sun exclusively, like a 
good many people at home who believe that the 
Sun of Righteousness belongs to them alone. 


LIVING ON THREE CENTS A DAY. 


At present there are twenty-five men staying in 
the compound at Chu Wang who have come te 
attend the station class for the study of the 
‘‘doctrine.’’ They get an allowance about equal 
to three cents a day to pay for their food while 
here, for they are very poor and this pittance is 
ample for their wants. Some of these are recorded 
catechumens or probationers, the others are seek- 
ers after the truth. 


A NATIVE COMMUNION. 


Yesterday, Sunday, was a great day for us, for 
six of these men were baptized into full member- 
ship with the Christian Church, after being on 
probation for one, two, or three years, our rule is 
one year at least,—and having passed an examina- 
tion by the missionaries on the fundamentals. Mr. 
Mackenzie preached on the eunuch and Phillip, 
and after this the men received the ordinance of 
baptism, kneeling on the brick floor. It was an im- 
pressive scene. In the afternoon we had commu- 
nion, to give these men an opportunity of partici- 
pating, and about twenty sat down at the table, 
including seven missionaries. 

Of course we have other converts but they were 
at home in other villages, where the sacrament is 
observed at intervals. Most of the new members 
are very ignorant, but two of the six are promis- 
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ing young men and it is hoped that they may both 
become native agents of the church. We have no 
native pastors yet, for the native churches could 
not support them, and strange as it may seem to 
you, it is well established by experience that it is 
best to wait till they can do so, for after once help- 
ing them it is almost impossible to begin self- 
support. 


‘* HINDRANCES’? IN CHINA. 


Let metry and tell you some of the difficulties 
that a Chinaman has to confront before he takes 
his stand as a Christian. 

In the first place, he thinks his own religion is 
as good as any other and sees no reason for chang- 
ing ; as one old man said, after listening to us 
attentively, ‘‘that is your religion, this is 
ours.”’ 

A man will frequently admit that the teaching 
is better than his own and that he should believe 
it ; but then the next difficulty arises—‘“‘ How am 
I to give up the worship of my people.’’ The fact 
that it has been the custom of the Chinese to wor- 
ship gods for past thousands of years is quite suffi- 
cient argument for the average man to adhere to 
the ‘‘custom.”’ 

Their worship includes the worship of their 
ancestors and every man counts this a sacred 
right, and wishes his offspring to remember him. 
This is a real difficulty which you cannot realize 
until you see the people and enter into their feel- 
ings on this matter. 

Another reason which presents itself is the fear 
of persecution. Every man is a unit ina family 
of adozen to thirty, composed of his parents and 
brothers with their wives, all living in the same 
yard, off which open their houses of one or two 
rooms. 

He will want to read his Bible if he can read at 
all, to have worship with his family, to keep the 
Sabbath ; and all these things, combined with his 
disregard for the gods, create such a radical dis- 
tinction between him and the rest, that annoy- 
ance and persecution is quite natural. 

Another hindrance is that the Gospel offers no 
ioaves and fishes, for many are going around ina 
chronic state of hunger, sometimes doing on one 
or two mealsa day. Itis often harder to refuse 
them than to help, but if that plan was started 
the crowds will come for that reason alone and 
misinterpret the meaning of the Gospel. That is 
the plan the Catholics have of getting converts, 
and it-is very effectual to get members into the 
Church. 

But the greatest difficulty of all is that ‘‘ye will 
not.” When we combine the influences that 
tend to keep the Chinese away from the Gospel, 
weare led to give praise for every soul who is 
gathered from these hundreds of millions into the 
kingdom, for it is nothing less than a miracle of 
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NEW HEBRIDES JOTTINGS. 


FROM REV. DR. ANNAND. 


Tangoa, Santo, Aug., 1898. 
Dear Mr. Scott :— 


We have our times of depression, as well as our 
time of elation. The month just past has been 
one of the former times. Some few of the students 
lately received into the institution, who have had 
more intercourse with white men than most of 
the others, were dissatisfied with the food and 
clothing supplied tothem. Before we were aware 
of it, they had stirred up discontent among many 
of the younger lads. Seeing that something was 
wrong, we made particular inquiries, and learned 
the facts. The ring-leaders were publicly re- 
buked, and threatened with dismissal, unless they 
at once gave up their unreasonable murmuring. 
Now the bad talk seems to have ceased, and all is 
again running smoothly. 

Even among the heathen in the bush, there are 
troubles, as we learn from the following incident. 
Mr. Lang was lately requested not to take any 
more jew’s-harps to the market, where we buy 
yam and taro, until the taro planting is over ; be- 
cuuse, ‘‘ Mary (term for woman in general) make 
him jew’s-harp all time, no work along taro. 
Bym by plant him taro finish, we speak him, you 
bring him.’’? The English, used generally about 
the group, can hardly be commended for its purity. 

A bush lad working with Mr. Bowie, came to 
him the other day for medicinefor a sore on his 
leg. When told that he was injuring his health 
by over much eating, he replied, ‘‘ What name 
you make him? This fellow, him no belonga 
kaikai.’’ That is, he did not put food into his 
sore leg. 

The same lad being called, but not hearing the 
call, soon came with the question, ‘‘ You talk 
along me? One fellow he speak me, you talk 
along me. Me no hear him you talk. This 
fellow (tugging at his ear) along me fas’? (fast) ; 
meaning that he was dull of hearing. 

It is very difficult to get some of the students to 
give up this styleofspeaking. Among themselves 
we frequently hear such phrases as, ‘‘ Him he 
here.’’? ‘‘That fellow. belonga me.” ‘‘ What for 
you make him that fellow?’? ‘*‘ What name you 
make him? ” &e. 

Two weeks ago the ‘‘ bana ”’ were on our coast, 
for several days. They are the fry of some fish 
common here. They come in myriads, darken- 
ing the water for yards along the shores. The 
natives scoop them up with baskets and buckets 
and even with their hands. Fishing and feasting 
is the order of the evenings while the bana are 
around. They are a very palatable dish, and 
they are not despised even by the missionaries,al- 
though about ‘a dozen are required for a very 
moderate bite. 
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The work of the Training Institution being 
largely routine, there is little of interest to report 
in our daily labors. In this quiet place we have 
few visitors, and those we have get very little 
time onshore, as the steamer’s stay is always 
short. Our neighbors, Mr. and Mrs. Landels, 
were with us four days early in the month, after 
the death of their little boy. This sudden be- 
reavement was a very severe blow to them. 

During the past month, the weather has been 
favorable ; food has been abundant ; the health of 
the people has been good ; and upon the whole, 
despite our time of depression, we have had great 
cause for thankfulness. ‘The Lord be praised: in 
Him is our hope. 

The S. S. Ysabel arrived a few days ago, bring- 
ing seven more students, all unmarried men and 
lads, from Mr. Milne’s parish. This addition to 
our number brings the total up to seventy. 

Through the kindness of Mr. Cronstedt, a 
settler on Tongoa, the natives of that island have 
contributed, for the Training Institution, the 
sum of £14: 11 :4. : 

The subscription sheets, from twelve districts, 
show gifts, collected by chiefs and teachers, from 
one penny up to two shillings and six pence. 
Probably more than six hundred people helped to 
make the generous amount, Mr. Cronstedt and 
his family made up the balance cf £16: 12, and he 
sent me an order for it on a Sydney firm. 

From Sydney we have good newsfor our station. 
A young lady, a graduate of the University 
there, and well recommended for her missionary 
zeal and good work, is reported to be willing to 
accept an appointment as assistant teacher in our 
Institution. 

All are fairly well, and the work moves on hope- 
fully. With greetings, Yours ever. 


KOREA AS A MISSION FIELD. 


Now that Korea is one of our mission fields, we 
should seek to have an intelligent knowledge of 


it. The following from Bishop Joyce of the 


U.S. A., who has recently visited it is most en- 
couraging. He says:—‘‘The Korean field is ripe 
and ready for the best work of the Church. 
Iam more and more convinced that now is the 
golden opportunity for the Church of Christ in 
Korca 3 and of such conviction igs every man who 
knows the real situation of that country as it is to- 
day. Not to heed God’s call to do our very best 
now for the spiritual good of Korea’s 12,000,000 of 
people will be to close our eyes upon answered 
prayers, and refuse to do the very work that we 
have been asking God to give us the opportunity 
of doing. 

‘‘ All our schools are crowded with pupils ; wet 
could have greater numbers if we had room for 
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them, and more teachers to instruct them. Our 
medical work is reaching more people than ever 
before, and the good influence of our hospital 
work was never so widespread and potent as it is 
at this time. I wish all our people at home could 
realize the vastness of t’e work they are by their 
prayer, their sympathies, and their gifts, helping 
to carry forward in these ends of the earth.’’ 


NOTES OF A HONAN TRIP. 
BY REV. MURDOCH MACKENZIE. 


Chu Wang, Honan, Aug. 28, 1898. 
Dear Mr. Scott, 

Some brief notes of a visit recently made toa 
number of Chinese villages, may help in enabling 
your readers to understand the nature of the diffi- 
culties confronting our native Christians in 
Honan. 

In the first village visited there are four men 
and six women who have made a profession of 
their faith in Christ. To do so means that they 
have abandoned the customs in which they for- 
merly took partas heathen. The ancestral tab- 
lets are removed from the place in which for 
generations they stood. The household gods had 
to be removed from the conspicuous position aec- 
corded them in the Chinese home. Our Christian 
friends are not to be secn in the precincts of the 
idol temple on the 1st or 15th of each month, the 
dates on which all faithful worshippers are ex- 
pected to perf+rm their devotions. 

To the average idolater this is the one aspect of 
Christianity thrust on his attention, the 
Christians have given up what they formerly 
practised. To us the main attraction is the 
beliefs and conduct, which have taken the place 
of the idols and their service. 

The little company here meet for the worship of 
the true God each Lord’s day. The leader is far 
from being a strong man, but he is the best in 
the group. He is the only one in the company 
who can read and attempt to explain portions of 
God’s Word. Beinga busy working man, he has 
very little time to spare for reading or study. His 
fellow-Christians trust him fully, however, and 
thus far all lo-k upto him. 

One of the women has suffered at the hands of 
her son on account of her faith in Jesus, but she 
is resolved on foilowing hi:n, even though her foes 
are those of her own household. 

The native church in this village is composed 
of men and women who are honest in their pro- 
fession, desirous of doing what they know to be 
right, and severing themselves wholly from the 
idolatrous ceremonies of otherdays. Their know- 
ledge is limited but steadily increasing. As yet 
they are babes ingrace. Lackiuga strong leader 
they are not able to take up an agercss've aij. 
tude, and they acd to their number siow ly. 
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The evening spent with them drew us closely 
together in Christian devotion and love. They 
joined in the hymns sun and showed in various 
ways how Jesus and his truth are influencing 
their hearts and homes. 

An hour’s observation was sufficient to convince 
one of the discouragements they constantly meet. 
Their idolatrous neighbors are numerous, violent- 
ly opposed to Christianity, many of them slaves of 

he deadly opium habit, and some addicted to 
more degrading vices. The whole atmosphere 
seemed tainted there. Groups of boys and girls 
stood outside the inn, seeing scenes, and listening 
to words, which cannot but have a most perni- 
cious tendency. 

Accustomed only to such sights and sounds, 
how can they preserve any regard for purity, 
truthfulness, love, or kindness? In such an en- 
vironment what will their future be? A man 
does not require the gift of prophecy to forecast it. 

Before visiting the second village on our list, a 
night had to be spent in a town having no follower 
of the Lord Jesus. 

On entering the inn yard what was our surprise 
to find about sixty tramps taking up quarters in 
it for the night. ‘They were members of a profes- 
sional band of peripatetics who left their native 
district some months earlier in the year. They 
practically terrorize the towns and villages they 
visit. The man who does not possess cash or 
silver when these men are on hand may esteem 
himself fortunate. Begging, stealing, threaten- 
ing, beating, are all in their line of business. To 
curse, gamble, use opium, and cast aside the 
ordinary proprieties and decencies of life, all 
seemed easy for them that evening. 

While I was taking a stroll to avoid them, one 
of the inhabitants of the town mct me, and, aficr 
delivering himself in a manner mre fercible than 
polite concerning the tramps, he inquired whether 
I was prepared to buy the little girl he held by 
the hand. He seemed greatly surprised when in- 
formed tat Christians reprobated such practices. 

The native Christian who accompanied me en- 
gaged in conversation with one of the tramps 
until a late hour and was puzzled to know how 
to answer some of his objections. 

Early next day, I visited the only Christian 
known to us in that region. He is a bright, hope- 
ful, fairly intelligent, aggressive, and sympathetic 
man. At present he stands by himself in his 
home and village, the only man on Christ’s side. 
It takes faith and courage to enable a man to do 
so singly in Honan. 

I could almost wish that this man were in the 
village referred to above. His presence there 
would aid greatly the little Christian community. 
We are hoping that God will use him in advanc- 
- ing his cause in his own village shortly. 
Somewhat ming !cd feelings tock possession of 


my heurt in visi‘':g village number three. It 
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was the centre of a busy circle of Christian work- 
ers three years evo. In the spring of 1896 we had 
the names of six.een persons taken on as catechu- 
mens there. Some of these belonged to otlier 
villages and towns, but all met with the Chris- 
tians at that centre from time to time. We then 
trusted this was to be our banner village for ag- 
gressive evangelism. 


What has happened to disappoint this hope ? 
Two of those recorded have come under the influ- 
ence of the Romanists and now oppose the Jesus 
religion. ‘Two have taken to the use of opium 
and are now its slaves. One man tampered with 
money not his own, and was forced to flee for a 
time. The leader of the band is owing some 
money to his fellow-Christians now. Death has 
removed one, and discord keeps another from 
heartily uniting with the remaining members of 
the band. One of the best of the younger men 
has become a medical assistant, and he is not 
now ina position to render much assistance to 
the cause of Ckrist, where he was among the first 
to identify himself with it. Another member of 
the band, who rcndered yeoman service to Mr. 
Goforth in opening the station in Chang Te Fu, 
is home now suffering from what will probably 
be his last illness. He was the only man there 
that day to speak courageously and fearicssly for 
Christ. A change has passed over the once hope- 
ful scene presented there. The cause of Christ 
lives but does not grow there. 


To add to the misfortunes of the little church, 
its leading member has a man in the village who 
is his sworn foe. He loses no opportunity of 
manifesting his dislike to all connected with the 
leader’s family. The latter put up with it pa- 
tiently for a time, hut is now getting wearied of 
such experienccs, and is anxious to have the mis- 
sionaries intervene witha view to making a re- 
petition of past scenes impossible. Tt is far from 
easy work getting such a foe to desist, and even 
the Christian brother may think, witha show of 
reason, that if the missiunaries were in his place 
they would feel and act ashe is now doing. It 
may take time and tact, faith and much prayer, 
forbearance and forgiveness, before we see that 
village occupying the position it once did among 
our rising Christian communities. 

Somewhat different is the scene presented in 
the fourth village visited. We have three bap- 
tized Christians and one inquirer there. They 
are hear:y and hopeful, testifying for Jesus as op- 
portunity is given,andpraying to God fora time of 
soul-awakening to visit their fellow-villagers. 

The leading Christian spirit there is at present 
troubled in heart as to his duty in the matter of 
paying the temple dues. These are levied on all 
the inhabitants, and his landlord has given him 
notice that if he refuses to contribute his share he 
must leave his hous As temples and theatricals 
in China are ordinarily associated with idolatry, 
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he is unwilling to pay the sum asked from him, 
yet if it isnot given he may soon be homeless. 
We, of course, advised him not to compromise 
with evil, but to explain manfully his position as 
a follower of Jesus, and abide by the conse- 
quences. 

Hitherto his influence has been most helpful to 
other members of the little Christian bands in 
that and neighboring villages, and we will regret 
seeing him take a step backward. The path of 
duty in his case is far from being an easy one. If 
he should yield it will give a show of victory to 
the idolatrous party. 

Coming to the last place visited on the tour, the 
heartiness of the welcome given should be noticed. 
It did my heart good to meet our Christian breth- 
ren in that town. They praised the Lord joyously 
in the singing of hymns, and entered with 
genuine interest into the study of the passage of 
Scripture read. The leader here is a young man 
of considerable promise. He is able to read, is 
thoughtful, ready to take his stand for Christ 
openly and courageously, and realizing clearly 
what his so doing will necessitate. 

His father is a professing Christian also, but 
holds that when harvesting operations are being 
carried on it is not necessary to observe the Sab- 
bath. If displeased with any member of the 
church he absents himself from the services held 
on the Lord’s Day, even when work is not pressing. 

This conduct on his part causes anxiety to his 
son, as he is told by some to make a good Chris- 
tian of his own father before trying to make 
Christians of them. 

Then his wife, not as yet adecided Christian, is 
strongly. influenced by her friends at times 
against her husband on account of his opposition 
to idolatry. The young man has borne his trials 
patiently, but is beginning to feel now as if he 
may be forced to divide the home in order to have 
some peace. 

A friend of his now desires to take to his home, 
and train up for himself, one of this leader’s 
children. According to Chinese custom he should 
be willing to part with his child. As said friend 
is an opium user, and violently opposed to Christ- 
ianity, the father insists on inserting as one of the 
conditions of parting with his child that he will be 
permitted to be a follower of Jesus. To this con- 
dition his friend refuses assent. In the circum- 
stances it is likely that the child will remain with 
the father. 

An uncle of this young man has been on our list 
of catechumens for some yearsnow. He isa poly- 
gamist, and hitherto our mission has not seen its 
way Clear to admit such men to full communion. 
While pursuing his calling of a peddler this man 
does a considerable amount of preaching and is 
well thought of by his brother Christians. 

His son, a bright young lad, unfortunately does 
not possess their confidence to any great extent, 


THER PRESBYTERIAN "RECORD: 


DECEMBER 


They still believe that he gambles and drinks 
wine too freely. On this account, although he 
passed a good examination in Christian knowledge 
last spring, he has not yet received baptism. 

The father naturally feels somewhat grieved 
over this refusal and it is not easy getting him to 
look at the matter from our standpoint. 

At an earlier date the young man was refused 
admission into the school, and on applying fora 
situation in the mission was rejected there also. 
We are thankful to see father and son regularly 
meeting with the little band of Christians and 
aiding in extending the Redeemer’s kingdom. 
We trust the day will soon come when they too 
will both be received into full membership. 
Meantime we are doing what we all believe to be 
best in their case. 

The Church in that town bids fair to be the 
most aggressive and prosperous connected with 
this station. The experiences through which 
they are passing will purge and strengthen them. 

Contact with our Christians here opens our eyes 
to some of the difficulties attending an open con- 
fession of the religion of Jesusin China. Even 
the missionary finds it hard to understand 
how trying the position of some of the converts 
is. He has had nothing answering to it in his 
career asa Christian and so is not well fitted to 
counsel the man who is beset with obstacles. 

These men have the Master’s tender sympathies 
and require all the assistance His servants can 
give them. Their lives are very precious in His 
sight. It was for these, and such as these are, all 
over the world, that He laid down his life. His 
Gospel is getting rooted in their hearts mean- 
time, and in coming days its fruits will be appar- 
ent toall. Itis gradually introducing a new set 
of ideas, influences, and motives into their lives. 

Christianity is wakening their faculties, sweet- 
ening their lives, purifying their hearts, and lead- 
ing them to take up a new attitude to all the cus- 
toms and systems of their native land. It is 
arousing a spirit of inquiry, which to some of us 
is one of the most hopeful features of the work. 

We want to see them read God’s word for them- 
selves, find out its treasures of grace and of truth, 
and know what light it will give on all the pro- 
blems which the religions of China have hitherto 
left in midnight darkness. The bible will solve 
for them many of these, and also raise many 
others peculiar to itself. 

These men are growing in grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviorr Jesus Christ. 
The number of the redeemed is constantly in- 
creasing. Slowly and steadily the work of the 
Lord is going forward at present. It will move 
with rapid strides in coming days. Weconfident- 
ly appeal to Canadian Christians to aid in bring- 
ing on that time by their intelligent interest, 
sympathetic consideration, generous givings, and 
believing prayers. 
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BAJALI THE FAITHFUL BHIL CONVERT. 
LETTER FROM REV. J. BUCHANAN, M.D. 
Indore, India, Oct. 13, 1898. 
My dear Sister, 

I Jeft Amkhut day before yesterday at the first 
peep of day, and with a man for guide through 
the by-paths of the jungle, made my way through 
the jungle grass, often higher than my head when 
seated on the pony. 

At the close of the rains here we have very 
heavy dews, and as I brushed through the grass 
and weeds, down came the showers from the drip- 
ping grasses, so you can imagine what a bath I 
had for about two hours in the damp cold morn- 
ing. 

Then the sun came out and in a very short time 
the heat was intense. I g-t to Dobad, heated, 
hungry, and weary, about one o'clock in the 
afternoon. 

This is one of the deadly times to makea trip 
through the jungle, but as I am living in the 
midst of it and going about continually, I did not 
see any need for hesitating to make the trip when 
it seemed necessary, as it now did. Doing the 
will of God one can tread upon serpents and they 
can do no hurt. 

Iam expecting Mary and the children in about 
one month, but will not take them into the jungle 
till the malarial season is fully past. They will 
probably stay awhile in Mhow and then at Rutlam, 
till at least the 1st of December. 

Saturday week Bajali came again and wished to 
be received as a follower of Jesus Christ and be 
baptized. She has suffered a good deal of perse- 
cution, and it is wonderful how well she has stood 
and with how little knowledge of the Word and 
will of God. It has been impossible for her to 
come oftener than every ten days or two weeks, 
and then for an hour or so, as her relatives are 
very much opposed to her having anything to do 
with Christianity. Yet, while buffeted and treat- 
ed as an outcast all these months, in the midst of 
temptations from Bhils and Mohammedans, she 
has, so far as one can see, continued faithful. The 
last time she was here she said: ‘‘ You don’t re- 
ceive me;—and my people, because of my desire to 
serve God, reject me. How much longer am I to 
go on like this???’ She seemed to want to come 
and stay with our Christians. 

I comforted her, but urged her still to endure 
for Christ’s sake and the sake of her friends, and 
that so she might win father, mother, brothers, 
and sisters, and many others to God. 

After talk and prayer she went away, but early 
the next morning, Sunday, she was with us for 
family worship. I asked her if she had heen 
home. No. She had not stayed with us either. 
She had lain down and slept somewhere, perhaps 
by the wayside or in the jungle ; tigers, panthers, 
and hyenas, less dreaded than the bow and arrow 
of angry kinsmen. 
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After the worship was over I,had a long talk 
with her, and then I explained to her that I felt 
certain that it was God’s will for her to take up 
the cross in her own home. That while she had 
received strokes, and had had them continually 
railing upon her, she had not yet suffered unto 
blood. No serious bodily injury had been inflici- 
ed. Her life was threatened, but God was the 
Ruler of all, and that morning we had as our 
lesson the eyes of the young man being opened 
to see the horses and chariots of God filling tie 
mountain. ‘‘ Trust in Him,” I said, ‘‘and no- 
thing can come save what he may permit for your 
good and his glory.” 

She said with trembling and tears, ‘‘ Well, I 
shall go and tell them of my decision. I donot 
mind if lam beaten, but if Iam killed what goo 
will that do?” She had faith enough to take her 
life in her hand and go. 

It was after earnest prayer and careful thought 
that I urged her to go. I knew it was duty. I 
knew that God’s way was best, but what it might 
be that lay before this simple sturdy Bhil girllI 
knew not. 

With faith, and yet with fear and trembling, 
she set out for home. God cared for her. Ie 
did not fail to her. Last Sunday morning carly 
she again appeared. Can you imagine with what 
thankfulness and gladness of heart we received 
her. 

She told her story. On going home she told 
them where she had been, and that she had been 
there to learn of God, and wanted only to follow 
Him. 

They were very angry with her from day to 
day during the week as they scolded her. She 
held to her purpose to obey and serve God, the 
Maker of heaven and earth. One of her brothers 
threatened to kill her on the spot. He was _re- 
strained in some way, whocan doubt but by the 
power of God. Still she refused to retract. 

Then Sunday morning early she told them thet 
it was Sunday and that she wished to goand 
worship God on his day. All being gathered to- 
gether they thrust her out, saying, that if her 
heart was there and she was determined to go, 
never to show her face among themagain. So 
she came early on Sunday morning and stayed 
with us. Her face was bright and happy that 
day. 

Saree God had fulfilled his promise and kept 
her in the midst of dangers, 

On consultation with the three senior Christians 
it was decided thatshe be not sent back, just now 
at any rate, as that course seemed to beclosed for 
the present. She went to work on Monday to 
earn her own living and be a charge to no one. 

Bapu is to drill her an hgur daily ina little 
catechism, ‘‘Guru Gyan,’? which gives a brief 
statement of God, man, and salvation ; and thus 
Tuesday morning before daylight I came away. 

Two men seen on Monday evening sitting about 
seemed to catch her eye. She seemed to fear it 
might be some one coming to take vengeance. It 
was a relief to see that they were Amkhut men. 
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oung People’s Societies. 


THE ASSEMBLY COMMITTEER’S “PLAN 


OF STUDY. 


Conducted by Rev. R. D. Fraser, Convener. 

The monthly Topics are so arranged as to be 
adapted to the various sorts of Young People’s 
Societies. They are set down for the second 
weekly meeting of each month and the Topic is 

treated in the ‘‘ Record” the month preceding, 
in order that societies may have the materials for 
the meetings in hand well in advance. 

The special ‘‘ Topic Card” for the Presbyterian 
Y. P. S.C. E. Societies has been issued as before. 
It embraces the ‘‘ Uniform ” Topics, the Monthly 
Topics of the Plan of Study, and the Questions on 
the Shorter Catechism for each meeting through- 
out the year. Price $1.00 per 100. 

‘*Booklet containing the same matter, and also 
Daily Reading for the whole year, price $1.50 per 
100. Societies may have local matter printed on 
one page of cover of Booklet at extra cost of $1.50 
per 100. 

Orders and remittances for Topic Cards and 
Booklets to be sent to 

Rev. D. R. FRAszEr, 
592 Markham St., Toronto. 


For 1899. 

The Monthly Topics of the Plan of Study for 
the New Year follow naturally upon those of the 
two years preceding. They take up fresh periods 
in our Presbyterian Church History, as well as 
some of our own mission fields not previously dis- 
cussed in detail. The Book of Praise gets two 
meetings. One meeting is devoted to the impor- 
tant question of Church Membership, another to 
“Our Own Society,” and still another to the 
General Progress of the Work of Our Church and 
its Outlook for the Future. 


THE TOPICS ARE AS FOLLOWS. 


January—Our Missions on the Pacific Slope. 

February—The marks of a Good Hymn, illus- 
trated from the Book of Praise. 

March—Our Work in the West Indies. 

April—Presbyterianism in Ireland; its origin, 
struggles, characteristics, influence. 

May—Church Membership, definition, 
leges, duties. 

June—-Thomas Chalmers and his times. 

July—The work of our Woman’s Missionary 
Societies. 

August—A great Scottish Hymn Writer, 
Horatius Bonar, and his Hymns in the Book of 
Praise. 

September...Our @wn Society; the deepening 
of its life, the strengthening of its work. 

October—What our College Students do for 
Home Missions. 

November—Duff and Missions in India. 

December—Our own Church; the Old Century 
and the New. 


privi- 


Topic for the wcek beginni g 
January 3th. 


OUR MISSIONS ON THE PACIFIC SLOPE. 
Mark 16: 14-20. 


Litera ure. 


Professor Gregg’s Short History, $1.00, gives a 
few points. The amplest details may be found 
in the Reports of the Home and Foreign Mission 
Committee in the General Assembly’s Minutes, 
in the REcorD, and also in ‘*‘ The Missionary Tid- 
ings,” published by the W. F. M.8.,, Western 
Section. / 

Programme. 

1. Describe the mountains, rivers, forests, ofthe 
Pacific Slope. 

2. The mines and the miners. 

3. The fisheries and the fishermen. 

4. The Indians of British Columbia and what 
we are doing for them. 

5. The Chinese and Mission Work among them. 

The above are some hints of the wealth of mat- 
ter for the evening. The anxiety should be to 
take only such points as can be pretty thoroughly 
treated within the time. It would not be sur- 
prising if some societies might have to devote two 
evenings to this topic. 


Paragraphs. 

Rev. Dr. Campbell has found room in his arti- 
cle only for the mission to the Chinese. Readers 
of the REcorD will be glad to know that he pro- 
mises articles on the other missions on the Pacific 


Slope later. 
AT THE MINE’S MOUTH. 


One of the last thoughts of the late Rev. Dr. 
Cochrane in connection with the Home Mission 
work, which, as Convener of the Assembly’s 
Committee, he directed with such enthusiasm for 
nearly thirty years, was for the miners in the 
mountains, who, far up on the sky line, are shut 
off by the distances, and by the ruggedness of the 
region, from the towns below. 

The Committee over which he presided less than 
a week before his death, decided to begin a special 
miners’ mission at three places. The mission- 
aries will live with the miners, and the building to 
be put up will be at once, church, manse, and 
general rendezvous for the miners, a place where 
the men can come and go freely. 

The work will require missionaries of special 
gifts, but, even as when the call for a special sort 
of men for the Klondike was made last winter, 
men were found, so without doubt, stalwart, 
manly missionaries, with the necessary grit and 
grace will be ready to go now. 

This special work, so needful, will cost consi- 
derable in addition to the ordinary Home Mission 
work of the Church. All who wish to help should 
send their contributions for this work to Dr. 
Warden without delay. 
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ae 


1898 


‘“‘The growing importance of the mining in- 
dustry in British Columbia will appear from a few 


figures. The value of the mineral output was as 
follows : 
1898. 1896. 
ClO tee eae = ~$ 25,000 00 $1,250,000 00 
ULV OR «acces, fare 193,000 00 2,100,000 00 
ibrar Ue, ey ane 79,000 00 722,000 00 
Copper .......0.. 16,250 00 191,000 00 
OA pahaentae 981,090 00 2,550,000 00 


The total value of the mineral output for 1897 
was $10,500,000—40 per cent. in advance of 
1896.” 

HINDRANCES. 


‘* Everywhere worldliness and a love of plea- 
sure are hindrances to the progress of true re- 
ligion. To these, in mining districts, must be 
added Sabbath desecration, gambling, drinking 
and lewdness. Picnics and games are occasion- 
ally found on Sabbath, but Canadian sentiment 
is against them, and such practices will likely 
cease. Public sentiment and the strong arm of 
the law are putting down gambling in its grosser 
forms ; in mining camps, however, shops and 
saloons are frequently open on Sabbath—the lat- 
ter seldom closed—and the pimp and his proteges 
are seldom molested. The absence of family life 
and. suitable boarding-houses greatly increases 
the danger of the brothel and saloon. Sentiment 
is steadily changing, however, in favour of a quiet 
Sabbath and clean and sober towns.” 


THE INDIANS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA. 
The names of the tribes sound strange and 
uncouth. Here are some samples: 


No of Winter Summer 
Tribes. people. Villages. Villages. 
U-clul-ahts. 179 Ucluelet, Scattered. 
To-quahts. 21 Toquah. Mah-a-ko-a 
O-hi-ahts 200 Dodgers Noo-muck-a- 
Cove. mis, 
How-chuck-les- 40 Various How-chuck- 
ahts. les. 
*Shesh-ahts. 160 Various 
islands. . Alberni. 
*Q-pitch-es-ahts. 65 Various 
islands. Alberni. 
The various agencies, preaching, Sabbath 


Schools, week-day schools and medical work, are 
- succeeding in breaking in upon the old standard 
of morality, and at Ahousaht it is said that 
“‘The standard of morality is higher. Poly- 
gamy has practically ceased, wife-desertion and 


ill-treatment are less f eyuent, but little liquor . 


comes to the reserve, and gambling is not so gen- 
eral. Seven or eight Indians came to Mr. Russell, 
our missionary, asking to take a pledge, renounc- 
ing cards, liquor, and impurity, and without ex 
ception the pledge has been kept.” 

The great hope of work among the Indians is 
in the children. ; 
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“‘Our Missions on the Pacific Slope.” 


BY REV. J. CAMPBELL, PH.D., VICTORIA, B. C. 


When asked by the Committee on Young Peo- 
ple’s Societies to write an ‘‘ article of a couple of 
pages for the Recorp on ‘‘ Missions on the Pacific 
Flope,’’ I agreed. But in reviewing the field I 
find it so extensive, that I can do but scant jus- 
tice in so small a space, even to ene of the three 
departments of Missionary work in our Province, 
Home Missions, Missions to the Indians, and 
Missions to the Chinese. I will, therefore, con- 
fine myself in this issue to work among the 
Chinese, leaving our work among the Indians, 
which is interesting and important, and that in 
the Home Mission field, which is rapidly expand- 
ing, for future issues. 

The Mission of our Church to the Chinese in 
British Columbia was commenced by the ap- 
pointment of the Rev. A. B. Winchester, by the 
General Assembly’s F. M. Committee, in Decem- 
ber, 1891. He arrived in Victoria on the 21st of 
April, 1892. The Mission was made visible by 
the opening of the evening school on the 9th of 
June. 

Soon after Mr. Winchester’s arrival, Mr. C. A. 
Colman returned to Canada from Canton, China. 
As the language of the North of China, which 
Mr. Winchester had studied during his two year’s 
residence as a missionary there, was of no use as 
a medium of communication with the Chinese in 
British Columbia, all of whom are from the Pro- 
vince of Kwang-tung, Mr. Colman, who speaks 
Cantonese fluently, was engaged as Mr. Win- 
chester’s assistant. He has remained in the Mis- 
sion up to the present, with the exception of one 
year which he spent in Ontario. He is faithful, 
conscientious and successful in his work, and by 
permission of the General Assembly is pursuing a 
special curriculum, under the supervision of the 
Westminster Presbytery, with a view to ordina. 
tion. 


I. THE STAFF, 


The staff of teachers at present consists of the 
following : 

Rev. A. B. Winchester, Supt., Victoria; Mr. 
C. A. Colman, Vancouver; Mr. L. W. Hall, 
Union ; Mr. Ng Man Hing, Vi-toria, and Mr. Lo 
Chaung. Mr. Winchester and Mr. Colman were 
appointed by the General Assembly’s Foreign 
Mission Committee. 

Lo Chung was chosen by the Chinese Chris- 
tians at a religious conference held in Victoria 
nearly two years ago, to be their missionary, and 
is supported by themselves. They, at the same 
‘conference, agreed to support Ma Seung at Can- 
ton Presbyterian College, with the view of his 
assisting in mission work among his own country. 
men in this Province, 


II, THE FIELD. 


British Columbia is 700 miles long and 400 
miles wide. The most important points where 
the Chinese have settled can be reached by rail- 
way or water. 

The distances are so great, and travel so ex- 
pensive, that it has hitherto been practically im- 
possible to attempt the evangelization of the 
Chinese, except those residing on or near the sea- 
board. 

Within a radius of 100 miles of Rossland there 
are about 1,000 Chinese, but the distance from 
Victoria and return is 1,250 miles. It can be at 
once seen that this region cannot be operated from 
Victoria as a centre. : 

At the Forks of Quesnelle, Barkerville, Ques- 
nelle, Lilloet, Clinton, and smaller centres in 
Cariboo, there are about 1,000 Chinese. But from 
Victoria to Barkerville and return is a journey by 
steamboat and railway of 576 miles, and by stage 
700 miles, in all 1,276 miles. 

Travelling in Cariboo, Kootenay, and Cassiar, is 
much more difficult than in the Eastern Provinces, 
owing to great mountains, weary passes, stormy 
lakes, and dangerous coast-line. 

Early last summer our missionaries determined 
to make a tour through the Province, explore 
the interior in relation to the Church, and give 
them an opportunity of hearing the Gospel. 

When the enterprise was in danger of being 
abandoned, for want of funds to defray expenses, 
Mr. Colman received a letter from India enclos- 
ing £20 to be used in this work, and another came 
to Mr. Winchester from China with a draft of 
$100, to be used in special work, and the Chris- 
tian Endeavor Society of First Church, Victoria, 
gave $20, and the Sabbath School $10, for this 
exploration trip. 

Messrs. Winchester and Colman started on 
May 28th, and returned on July 6th, spending 
six busy weeks, yet only part of the field was 
visited. Mr. Colman and Mr. Ng Hing are now 
again going over the principal points visited in 
the summer. 

The plan is to begin the ‘‘ attack” on the 
strategic centres of Kootenay. There should be 
aman placed at Revelstoke or at Rossland to 
operate the centres between these points. 

Our missionaries, on their trip to the interior, 
preached the Gospel to Chinese who never before 
heard it, some of whom have been in British Col- 
umbia thirty or forty years. ‘‘ Tell it not in 
Gath !” j 

In Revelstoke, Rossland, Nelson, Kaslo, and 
Trail, are many Christians who would assist in 
this work if there were a missionary placed there 
who could organize and speak to the Chinese in 
their own language. It would cost only about, 
$600 per year, including travelling expenses, to 
support a Chinese preacher placed at Revelstoke 
or Rossland, to superintend that wide territory. 
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It is scarcely credible that there should be 
1,000 Chinese in the country from Revelstoke to 
Golden, and south to the boundary, left to perish 
in this Christian land, without once hearing the 
Gospel. Butitis a fact, a crying shame to the 
Christians of Canada, and especially so when $50 
per month would provide a missionary, 

There are also at least 1,000 Chinese north of 
Ashcroft, besides those at Yale and Lilloet dis- 
tricts, for whom nothing is being done to lead 
them to Christ. 

The Chinese Christians do what they can for 
themselves and their countrymen, but that is 
little. They support a student in the Presbyter- 
an College at Canton, and another ascatechist at 
New Westminster, under the direction of Mr. 
Winchester, the Superintendent of Missions for 
the Chinese. Two others, excellent young men, 
would study for the ministry, but it costs $50 per 
annum to keep each of them at the College at 
Canton. 

The points occupied and the order of their oc 
cupation are, Victoria, Vancouver, Union Mines, 
New Westminster and Steveston. 

Victoria has a Chinese population, for eight 
months of the year, of about 3,500, and for four 
months about 2,500. Vancouver has about 1,500 ; 
New Westminster about 600. Union had about 
1,200 until two months ago, when the Provincial 
Government enforced the Mining Act, prohibit- 
ing Chinese from working underground, which 
reduced the Chinese population there to a small 
number. Itis just now impossible to say what 
the future of Union may be, viewed from a 
Chinese Mission standpoint. 

At all these points, except New Westminster 
and Steveston, regular week evening and Sab- 
bath services are held. At Victoria the average 
attendance at the week evening school was 22. 
This year itis much larger. At Vancouver the 
attendance is very’encouraging. At New West- 
minster last year the attendance was 20. This 
year it was very good, but since thefire there the 
work has not been resumed. At Union Mr. Hall 
and his zealous wife have done excellent work. 
At Steveston during the canning season, there 
are between 3,000 and 4,000 Chinese to whom the 
Gospel is preached by our missionaries stationed 
at Victoria and Vancouver. It is hoped that 
work will soon be commenced at Rossland, Nel- 
son, Chiliwhack, Wellington, and Revelstoke, 
under the oversight of the Superintendent. 


III. RESULTS. 


To those who imagine that all we have to do is 
to goin among the Chinese, and proclaim the 
Gospel, and that these idolaters within our land 
will at once comprehend the Plan of Salvation, 
receive the Gospel, and be converted, the results 
must appear very small and discouraging. But 
to those who consider the numbers, conditions, 
and need, of the Chinese, who remember the age- 
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long superstition, and false faith, which musb 
first be uprooted, before their hearts are prepared 
for the good seed of the Kingdom, the implacable 
hatred of the carnal heart to the Gospel message, 
and the insensate rage of the Chinese against 
those of their number who ally themselves to a 
hated foreign sect, and refuse to perform the 
most sacred idolatrous rites at the shrines of 
their ancestors, to all such our work will be seen 
to bear the seal of God’s approbation, and to be 
full of encouragement. We sow; God will bring 
the harvest. 

In addition to those received into the Church, 
there aresome in Victoria, Union, aid Vancou- 
ver, who are on a kind of probation, and we hope 
before long they niay be received into the 
Church. 

Some have gone back to China who were dili- 
gent students in our schools, and attentive lis- 
teners to the preached Word, and some have 
been called to the Great Beyond, of whose salva- 
tion there is good ground for hope. 

We cannot close this short article without re- 
ferring to the assistance given our missionaries in 
their work by the Christian people in the Pro- 
vince. Wherever there is a week evening school 
they give much help as teachers, without which 
help the work could not be carried or. 

The Christian Endeavor Societies of St. An- 
drew’s, First, Zion, and Mount Pleasant, Churches 
of Vancouver, have supplied teachers and paid 
the rent of the Chinese school at Vancouver. 
Those of First, St. Andrew’s, and St. Paul’s, 
Churehes, Victoria, have assisted in teaching ; 
and First Church Society and Sabbath School 
have contributed to the school expenses. Those 
who have becn most faithful in this work bear 
witness that their own spiritual lives have been 
strengthened by the service. 

May the Lord awaken others also, especially 
many Christians in our Church who have hither- 
to done little or nothing for this work, to em- 
brace the splendid opportunity of giving the 
Gospel to a heathen people, whom the Lord in 
His Providence has placed at our very doors ; 
who, when they have heard, may become, like 
the woman of Samaria, preachers to their own 
people, as some already have become. They are 
the Lazarus at our gate asking to be fed with the 
Bread of Life. 


‘* Can we, whose souls are lighted 
With wisdom from on high, 

Can we, to men benighted, 
The lamp of life deny ?” 


A poor colored man in the West Indies brought 
to one of the missionaries the sum of $13 to help 
in spreading the Gospel, and when asked if that 
were not too much for him to give, replied, ‘‘God’s 
work must be done, Massa, and I may be dead.” 
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PAY THE LORD ONE-TENTH. 


Will you not commence paying the Lord his 
tenth? No matter what your income, nor from 
what source it comes. No matter how old you 
are, or how young. You receive something. Set 
aside one-tenth of it; try it fora year anyway. 
It pays! Paysin spiritual blessings; pays in em- 
braced opportunities for usefulness and doing 
good ; pays in a higher, deeper,broader, happier 
Christian experience—pays in every good sense. 


CULTURE OF HABITS. 


Youth is eminently the fittest season for estab- 
lishing habits of industry. Rare, indeed. are 
the examples of men who, when their earlier 
years have been spent in dull inactivity or trifling 
amusements, are afterwards animated by the love 
of glory, or instigated even by the dread of want, 
to undergo that labor to which they have not 
been familiarized. They find a state of indolence 
indeed, not merely joyless, but tormenting. 
They are racked with cares which they can 
neither explain nor alleviate, and, through the 
mere want of pursuits, they are harassed with 
more galling solicitude than ever disappointment 
occasions to other men. Not trained up ‘‘in the 
way in which they should go,’? when they are 
young, they have not the inclination, and when 
they are old they have not the power, to depart 
from idleness. Wearied as they are with doing 
nothing, they form hasty resolutions and vain 
designs of doing something; and, then, starting 
aside from the very approach of toil, they leave it 
undone forever and ever.—Dr. Parr. 


PRACTISING. 


What was Christ doing in the carpenter’s 
shop? Practising. Though perfect, we read 
that he learned obedience, and grew in wisdom 
and in favor with God. Do not quarrel, there- 
fore, with your lot in life. Donot complain of its 
never-ceasing cares, its petty environment, the 
vexations you have to stand. Above all, do not 
resent temptation; do not be perplexed because 
it seems to thicken round you more and more, 
and ceases neither for effort, nor for agony, nor 
prayer. That is your practice. That is the 
practice which God appoints you; aud it is hay- 
ing its work in making you patient, and humble, 
and generous, and unselfish, and kind, and 
courteous. Do not grudge the hand that is mould- 
ing the still too shapeless image within you. It 
is growing more beautiful, though you see it not, 
and every touch of temptation may add to its 
perfection. Therefore keep in the midst of life. 
Do not isolate yourself. Be among men, and 
among things, and among troubles, and diffi- 
culties, and obstacles.— Henry Drummond, 
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The World Field. 


It is said that widow re-marriages are reported 
to be on the increase in India, a hopeful sign. 


Nearly six hundred thousand dollars were last 
year contributed by the native Christians in 
heathen lands. 


_ Mr. Samuel Smith, M.P., England, has notified 

that he will move for a Parliamentary Com- 
mission of inquiry into the alarming growth of 
Romish practices in the Established Church. 


The Philippines comprise twelve hundred little 
islands, the summits of a group of submarine 
mountains, many of which are active volcanoes. 
In consequence, earthquakes are frequent there, 
and sometimes very destructive. 


The Indian Standard reports a revival of the ~ 


barbarous custom of hook-swinging at seven sep- 
arate places, by which twelve couples lately suf- 
fered inhuman torture. The inspiration of the 
movement is from well-to-do classes, while the 
victims are low castes. 


At a public meeting held in Calcutta last Aug- 
ust, for the purpose of organizing a ‘* Society for 
the Protection of Children,” a Justice of the 
courts said that two cases hed come before him of 
little child-wives who were branded with red-hot 
irons. 


The Philippine Islands, 1,200 in number, with 
population of 7,500,000 are without a single Pro- 
testant missionary, but the British and Foreign 
Bible Society has maintained a depot at Luzon, 
and the language in which portions of Scripture 
were offered is the Pangisauen. 


Normandy, once so free from intemperance 
and so prosperous, has begun to show the etftects 
of the cider brandy industry established there 
twenty or more years ago. During the past fif- 
teen years the mortality has increased eight per 
cent.; infant mortality, fifteen per cent., and 
illegitimacy, twenty-five per cent. 


The Waldenses in the northwestern part of 
Italy number about 27,000 souls, and they have 
48 churches and 45 missions. In the city of Rome 
itself there are 15 Protestant churches, while 
prior to 1870 there were none. In the near future 
another will be built, viz., the ‘‘ Lutherkirche ” 
(Luther Church) of the German Lutheran con- 
gregation located there. The funds are already 
in hand. 


A writerin Life and Light for Women gives a 
pitiful account of the sufferings of Chinese wives. 
They endure their miseries as long as they can, 
and then perhaps some dark evening a splash is 
heard in the nearest well, a low cry, and all is 
over. ‘‘I have heard,” says the writer, ‘‘ the 
bustle and commotion sure to follow that act, 
and an inquiry the next day elicits the fact that 
the young wife, goaded to dexperation, had end- 
edall. ‘They dragged the well for her,’ said the 
voluble informant, ‘and her husband was awfully 
mad, because it made the water turbid,’ ” 
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It has been remarked lately that a movement 
seems to be going on among the Mohammedans 
over India. There are signs of a stirring among 
these very dry bones. In Poona several young 
Mohammedans of culture have been approach- 
ing various of the missionaries to inquire about 
the truth. Some of these attend a Sunday Bible 
class in connection with the Presbyterian church. 
It is aclass intended for Christians and is at 
present engaged over the Gospel of St. John, 
“which,” said the Mohammedans, ‘‘is the very 
thing we want to study.” In it surely they can- 
not fail to recognize ‘‘ the glory of God in the 
face of Christ Jesus” to which their race is so 
blind.—Indian Standard. 


A Belgian missionary upon the upper Conge 
says in the Missionary Herald that on a market 
day, there it is customary to take prisoners of war 
up and down, with marks on their naked bodies, 
showing the parts the purchasers have selected as 
soon as the bodies are cut up. The object is to 
attract purchasers, and when the best parts are 
sold, the prisoner is killed. One case is mention- 
ed in which no purchaser could be found for the 
man’s head, and the buyers of the legs and arms 
became impatient, and these were accordingly 
cut off, and the vendor proceeded with his search 
fora purchaser of the head. And yet there are 
those who say that the religions of the heathen 
are good enough for them, and that it is use- 
less to disturb them in their opinions and prac- 
tices. 


The changes in Central Africa since Living- 
stone’s day have been marvelous. Along the 
shores of Nyassa, Livingstone threaded his way 
a lone explorer thirty years ago. It was then an 
unknown wilderness, the people were cruel sav- 
ages who had never heard of Jesus @hrist, and it 
took months, even years, to send and receive 
communications from England. Now, as the 
steamers of missions anid commerce plow the 
waters of the great lake, along the shores may be 
seen Christian towns with their churches, and the 
familiar telegraph poles, over whose wires a tele- 
graphic message may be sent to London in the 
early morning, and an answer received alittle 
after sunset the same day ! All this is wonderful, 
but lays a correspondingly wonderful responsibil- 
ity upon the Church of Christ. 


THE WALDENSIAN CHURCH. 


The restlessness among the priests of the Rom- 
ish Church in Italy and Sicily—many having al- 
ready come out from her communion—is a signi- 
ficant sign of thetimes. Theancient Waldensian 
Church is making her influence felt in many di- 
rections. One result of her mission enterprise in 
Riesi, in Sicily, is most encouraging. Last month 
the new church there, which had been in process 
of erection for some months, was opened amid 
many congratulations. Pastors and delegates 
from various parts ofthe island, and some from 
Southern Italy, took part in the rejoicings. They 
were met at the gate of the town by a band of 
music, which played the Italian National An- 
them and the hymn of Garibaldi, —Sel, 
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THE PHILIPPINES AND THE PHILI- 
PINOS.* 


BY F. DEP. CASTELLS, GUATEMALA. 


Form -rly agont of the British end Forcigi Bible Society 
in the Philip;-ines. 


The Philippines were formerly annexed to and 
taken possessson of by Spain in 1565, when Le- 
gazpi, with his retinue of friars and warriors 
came, forty-four years after their discovery by 
Magellan. The Pope had decided that all lands 
to the west of America belonged to Spain, but 
the king was under obligation to establish and 
maintain ‘‘ the Catholic religion” in all of them. 

The friars who came, therefore, endeavored to 
do the two things: turn the natives into Roman- 
ists, and combine with the soldiers to establish 
the Spanish authority. Thezeal with which they 
entered into this double work was extraordinary. 
It is said, for instance, that to ‘‘convert” and 
baptize the whole population of Cebu took only 
eight days. The people had, however, probably 
already been overawed by the doings of the cowl- 
ed men. . 

The islanders of that time, far from being 
savages, had already attained a considerable de- 
gree of culture. They believedin a Supreme God 
the Creator of all things, whom they named 
Bathala, and also in a multitude of other invisible 
beings, called anitos, whom they worshipped and 
sought to propitiate by the sacrifices offered in the 
temples by their priests and priestesses. They 
held commercial relations with the neighboring 
countries, and their political organization was 
fairly good, the supreme power being hereditary. 
They were masters of the musical art, and had a 
system of writing all their own. In the north 
monogamy prevailed, and the women were re- 
spected. 

The part which the friars took in the conquest, 
however, gave the Roman Church that suprem- 
acy which has worked so disastrously both for 
the colonies and for Spain. For in reality the 
Philippines have always beena dependency of 
the Pope rather than a Spanish colony. Not 
only is the Roman Church here established by 
law, to the exclusion of all others, but her clergy 
are under a charter which makes them inviolable, 
while each individual priest is a monarch in his 
own parish, wherehe keeps reaping the only bene- 
fits that ever came of colonizing the country. 

The clergy of the Philippines is composed of 
the following: The archbishop of Manilla; three 


*Many do not realize that the area of the Philippine 
Islands is almost equal to that of Japan, though their 
population is less than one-fourth that of the Mikado’s 
empire. They are rich and fertile, but the climate and 
misgovernment have combined to keep the natives from 
progressing industrially, intellectually, morally, or 
aniritually-. 
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bishops, with their sees at Vigan, Nueva, Caceres, 
and Cebu; 600 parish priests, who are nearly all 
regulars ; 200 nuns; and 1,400 other friars in 
various institutes. It is from these islands that 
the Catholic missions in Formosa, Tonkin, and 
Southern China are being maintained, and from 
them, too, that the last Carlist war of Spain, 
lasting through seven years, received most of its 
funds. 

Observing the baneful effects of priestly domin- 
ation, the liberal governments of Spain tried 
honestly to mend things, but their schemes were 
always defeated by the strong reactionary influ- 
ence of the friars and their home supporters. 
For instance, a late colonial secretary, Senor 
Bocerra, had thought of extending the civil code 
of Spain to these colonies. The cortes decreed it 
so, and the officials in Manilla were instructed 
accordingly. Then the colonial board and the 
viceroy’s counsellors, chief of whom were the 
bishops and archbishop, had a meeting, and de— 
cided to veto the resolution of the Spanish parlia- 
ment, so that the Spanish civil code has never 
yet operated in the islands, and such liberties as 
that of conscience, of assembly, of speech, of wor- 
ship, of the press, enjoyed to some extent in 
Spain, are still unknown there. 

No patriotic man could ever be satisfied with 
such a state of things. To guard against public 
opposition, therefore, the friars have ever been 
wary about admitting natives into the priesthood, 
or to any position of influence. But yet the pro- 
test came. Thirty odd years ago a revolution 
was set on foot; suppressed, it broke out again 
last year. The movement was a social rather 
than a political one. The cry was for reforms, 
not for independence. The monks proposed 
the extirpation of all those involved. At the 
same time the liberal press in Spain urged the 
government to be just, and deprive those heart- 
less friars of the power wielded these three hund- 
red years. Instead, however, there was a com- 
promise, and everything resumed its usual course. 
The present revolution wears a new aspect. The 
ultimate outcome of this rests wholly with God— 
even the God that can make the very wrath of 
man to praise him. 

In 1883 the population of the Philippines was 
estimated at seven and three-quarter millions ; 


‘later it was down at nine millions ; but even this 


latter seems to fall below the actual number. 
Allowing the official figures to stand, however, 
in the matter of religious profession, we should 
have to distribute them thus: Romanists, 7,000- 
000 ; heathen, 1,300,000; Mohammedans, 700,- 
000. 

Mohammedanism was first introduced in the 
XIVth century, and has made a great advance in 
the south. Of the heathen mentioned, about 
250,000 are in Luzon, as many again in Palawan 
and the Visayas group, the balance being in Min- 
danao and other southern islands. 
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The Chinese population is about 100,000, and 
their descendants, styled Sangleyes, by native 
women, are also numerous. These Chinese are 
not allowed to practise their idolatry, and on 
marrying must become Catholics, the priest only 
being able to effect such a union. 

In the mountainous parts of the interior we 
come across the dwarfish Igorrotes, or Negritog, a 
people of the Papuan or New Guinea type, but as 
they are beyond the control of the authorities, 
little is known about them. They are the abori- 
gines of the country, the term Jgorrote being an 
adaptation of the Papuan patronymic ‘‘Igolote.”’ 
The Spaniards and the Spanish mestizos together 
can hardly muster more than 25,000. 

Roughly speaking, the population of the Philip- 
pines is composed of twomain sections: the Taga- 
logs, inhabiting the northern portion of the archi- 
pelago, and the Visayas occupying the southern 
part. But all, with the exception of the Igorrotes, 
belong to one and the same race—the Malayan. 
As the seat of government is in Luzon, and this is 
the lareest and most populous of the Islands, the 
Tagalog are the best known of these people, and 
have taken the lead in every respect. 

The general character of the islanders exhibits, 
in a striking manner, the ruinous effects of sin, 
and manifests the failure of Romanism as a moral 
force. For among those people we see much 
licentiousness and drunkenness, witchcraft and 
idolatry, lying and stealing. But yet the same 
people are naturally endowed with qualities, and 
present traits which, under the sanctifying influ- 
ence of the Gospel, should make them a great 
blessing to that part of the world. For instance, 
they are grateful, sensitive, and hospitable ; have 
a most remarkable aptitude for the fine arts, 
being ‘‘ the Italians of the East.” 

Though commonly accused of indolence, they 
are a great improvement over all the other 
branches of the Malay race. The priests testify 
of their liberality in giving for the erection of 
churches and the support of religion generally. 
Hardly a town is without its band of music, and 
they delight in using their talent in the service of 
their superstitions. The Tagalog ladies are also 
very musical; the harp is their favorite instru- 
ment. At the time of the conquest they were 
greatly addicted to the coryapi, which is a sort of 
viol. 

In their simple-mindedness they are very 
credulous, and mix the Divine name with most 
profane and foolish things. They still retain 
many of their old heathen customs, but in a 
modified form and tinged with Romanism. The 
word Evangelio, ‘‘ Gospel,” is by them employed 
to signify a small bag made of cloth, containing 
ascrap of paper, with the first fourteen verses of 
the Gospel of St. John in Latin. This is worn by 
nearly every female, hung around the neck for 
an amulet, the idea being that it wards off sick- 
ness. 
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These people live on simple food, chiefly rice 
and fish, and dress in light clothes. The Span- 
iards have introduced bull-fights, but the natives 
prefer their own cock-fights. These latter are 
the general pastime on Sundays and all feast 
days. 

Quite a variety of dialects are spoken in the 
islands ; and it is interesting to see how the 
farther we trave\ southward the clearer becomes 
their affinity with the Malay. The inflections 
and grammatical construction of the northern 
dialects are, indeed, in great contrasb with the 
simple syntax of the classic Malay ; but that the 
elements of the language are Malay, is altogether 
too obvious to be disputed. And when we reach 
Sulu, or Jolo, near Borneo, the fact becomes 
more apparent than ever, owing, no doubt to the 
ancestors of the present people having come from 
the south, and by way of western Borneo, where 
we may also find the Malays in possession of all 
the waterways, and the aborigines driven in- 
land. 

The importance of some of these dialects, from 
the missionary’s point of view, will appear from 
the fact that Visayan is spoken by about 2,000,000 
people, Cebuan by some 400,000, Tagalog by I,- 
300,000, Vicol (a dialect of the latter) by 325,000, 
Tlocano by 350,000, Pangasinen by 300,000, Pam- 
pango by 290,000. 

The three principal products of the islands are 
sugar, hemp, and tobacco, quantities of these be- 
ing exported annually which are worth about 
$25,000,600 in U. 8. currency, a great deal more 
than the imports amount to. The public revenue 
is equal to ten million dollars, American money, 
most of it coming from direct taxes, customs, 
monopolies, and the official monthly lottery. The 
census of 1883 admits that there are over 600,000 
people who are not subject to civil authority, and 
pay no tribute at all. 

The climate of the Philippines is decidedly hot, 
especially at such a low level as that of the capi- 
tal. The range of the thermometer during the 
year is from 65° to 95° Fahrenheit, in the shade. 
The year is divided into a dry season and a rainy 
one, of nearly equal duration. It often rains in 
torrents and inundations take place, when trav- 
elling in the interior becomes quite impracticable, 
Occasionally there occur long droughts and the 
crops are ruined. This, together with the earth- 
quakes, the hurricanes, the volcanic eruptions, 
and the devastation caused by locusts, are seri- 
ous drawbacks to the material development of the 
country. Of the volcanic action, which is in 
operation in these islands, the words of Sir John 
Bowring, writing in 1859, may give us some 
idea : 

‘‘The destructive ravages and changes pro- 
duced by earthquakes are nowhere more remark- 
able than in the Philippines. They have over- 
turned mountains, they have filled up valleys, 
they have desolated extensive plains; they have 
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opened passages from the sea into the interior, 
and from the lake into the sea. 

“There are many traditional stories of these 
territorial revolutions, but of late disasters, the 
records are trustworthy. That of 1796 was sadly 
calamitous. In 1824 many churches in Manilla 
were destroyed, together with the principal 
bridge, the barracks, a great number of private 
houses ; and a chasm opened of nearly four miles 
in length. The inhabitants all fled into the 
fields, and six vessels in the port were wreck- 
ed. The number of victims was never ascer- 
tained. 

‘“In 1828, during another earthquake, the 
vibration of the lamps was found to describe an 
arc of four and a half feet ; the huge cornerstones 
of the principal gate of the city were displaced ; 
the great bells were set ringing. It lasted be- 
tween two or three minutes, rent the walls of sev- 
eral churches and other buildings, but was not 
accompanied by subterranean noises, as is usually 
the case.” 


Since the above lines were penned, two very dis- 
astrous earthquakes have been added to the list ; 
one in 1863, the other in 1880. 

The question now asked on all sides is, ‘‘What 
will be the future of the Philippines? Are they 
at last to be opened to missionary effort? It 
seems they will be, and I earnestly trust and 
pray that it may beso. ‘‘ God works in a mys- 
terious way His wonders to perform ;” and He 
will yet vindicate His truth, somehow, some time, 
despite human wickedness and folly. If God is 
pleased to open up the way, we shall begin work 
quietly at some convenient centre, and*then go 
on enlarging, just as the Lord Himself may di- 
rect, The evangelization of this archipelago of 
six hundred inhabited islands, is a very large 
undertaking, and it will therefore require great 
abnegation on the part of the workers, and great 
liberality on the part of the Church.—WMissionary 
Review. 


A Hindu, who lived a long distance from any 
missionary, and who had never been inside a 
Christian church, was led to believe in Christ by 
reading the Gospels. Finding a command to eat 
and drink in memory of our Lord’s death, and 
knowing nothing of church order and ritual, he 
was accustomed each day to take a little rice, say- 
ing, ‘‘This I do in remembrance of Christ ;” 
then, drinking a little water, he would say, ‘‘I 
drink this because Christ died for me.’’ Thus in 
his soltitude this disciple was taught of the Spirit. 
— Ex. 


A movement seems to be going on among 
Mahometans over India. There are signs of a 
stirring among these very dry bones. In Poona 
several Mahometans of culture have been ap- 
proaching various of the missionaries to enquire 
about the truth. Some of these attended a Sun- 
day Bible class. It is a class intended for 
Christians and isat present engaged over the Gospel 
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of St. John ‘‘ which,’’ said the Mahometans, ‘‘is 
the very thing we want to study.’’ In it surely 
they cannot fail to recognize ‘‘ the glory of Godin 
the face of Christ Jesus’’ to which their race is so 
blind. 


News has just reached England of an unparal- 
Jelled incident in Christian missions. In a village 
three hours distant from Ning-po, China, a Budd- 
hist temple, its idols, and some very valuable 
land and gardens attashed, have been voluntarily 
assigned by deed of gift to the Free Methodist 
mission, for use as a Christian mission station. 
The head men of three villages surrounding the 
the temple have given their written consent to the 
establishment of the mission there.— Ex. 


A COURTEOUS LIFE. 


Every one who is trying to lead a good life 
should also try to lead a winsome and courteous 
life. By abandoning gentleness of disposition 
and graciousness of word and deed he throws 
away a means of growth and an effective weapon. 
And yet it is not uncommon for men and women 
to think, or to pretend they think, that rudeness 
of manner and a neglect of the courtesies of life 
are evidences of a strong character, and that a 
rough and uncivil habit of speech is an admirable 
proof that the speaker is a “ plain blunt man,” 
who is above shams and pretenses. 

It is a grave mistake to adopt a rough manner 
of speech or action, for not only does it degrade 
one, but also lessens one’s chance of doing good 
work. Rudeand rough people are ready to ex- 
cuse themselves for their own coarseness; but 
after all, they despise it in those who are striving 
to instruct and helpthem. Cleannessand bright- 
ness and winsomeness in thought and word and 
deed and manner and material surroundings are 
always able to help what is good. Roughness 
and rudeness and ugliness are evils that must 
sometimes be endured, but can never be defended 
as virtues in themselves. Indeed, as one wise 
writer one said, ‘*‘ He who makes goodness disa- 
greeable commits high treason against virtue.” 


Think of the world’s greatest necessity. It 
seems to me, as I think of it, that I can hear a cry 
coming over the deep sea, like the pitiful, earnest, 
entreating cry that came to Jesus long ago, 
‘*Carest Thou not that we perish?” And Jesus 
has given His answer to that question: ‘I lay 
down my life for the sheep.” We who belong to 
Jesus, you and I, what answer shall we give? 
Shall we not follow Him in service, in sacrifice, in 
life and in labor? Shall we not lay down our 
lives day by day that we may faithfully do our 
part in bringing these perishing souls unto God ? 
—BisHop Tucker, of Uganda. 
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FROM DAY TO DAY. 


My days are stairs that lead to life’s great end, 
And one by one I steadily ascend ; 

Climbing with purpose through the upward road 
That brings me to the city of my God. 


Sometimes the step is bright with the full sun 
That shines in cloudless radiance thereon ; 
Sometimes a shadow falls upon the way, 
But, dark or light, I need not go astray. 


One stair is rough, with thorn-points all bestrown 
But shoes of iron tread the nettles down; 

And one, so steep, my weary, crippled feet 
The painful ascent scarcely can complete. 


Sometimes it isa slippery step I tread, 
And fierce temptations make my soul afraid ; 
But held ia Christ’s dear hands, so tender, strong, 
The next I mount with courage and a song. 


— Sel. 


‘‘T have seldom found it to be a lost thing to 
give a present of a Testament. I was greatly 
astonished about a month ago. A cabman drove 
me home, and when I paid him his fare he said : 
‘ A long time since I drove you last, sir.’ ‘ But,’ 
said I, ‘I do not recollect you.’ ‘ Well, ’ he said, 
Cid think it is about fourteen years ago; but,’ he 
said, ‘perhaps you will know this Testament ?? 
pulling one out of his pocket. ‘ What,’ I said, 
‘did I give you that?’ ‘Oh, yes,’ he said, ‘and 
you spoke to me about my soul, and nobody had 
done that before, and I have never forgotten it.’ 
‘What,’ said I, ‘haven’t you worn it out?’ 
‘No,’ he said, ‘I could not wear it out ; I have 
had it bound,’ and he kept it very carefully in- 
deed.’’—Spurgeon. 


THE BLURRED SIDE. 


Somebody once sent the poet Whitt er a blue 
fringed gentian carefully pressed between two 
discs of glass; but whether or not the gift was a 
beautiful one depended upon the side one looked 
at. From one side it had no definite form, 
appeared like a blurred and indistinct mass of 
something without beauty or color; but when 
seen from the other side, all the exquisite color 
and delicacy of the lovely flower were revealed, 
with every tiny fringe defined, and every faintest 
veining perfectly shown. 

The poet hung it against the window, putting 
the blurred side out, and the beautiful flower side 
toward his room. Passers-by on the street who 
chanced to glance up at the window, saw only 
the gray shadow against the glass, but the one on 
the inside looking out saw the perfect flower. 

People have their blurred side, too, and so have 
actions. and often we look upon this and never 
guess the beauty of the reverse side, We takea 
hasty glance at a person, or, what he does, and 
condemn as unlovely what perhapsis full of grace 
and beauty ‘‘on the flower side.’? We misinter- 
pret each other because we do not fully know 
each other. A better acquaintance, a heart-to- 


THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD. 


and 


DECEMBER 


heart knowledge of friend and friend, will give 
the fairer view. Let us train ourselves to look 
for this in the people we meet. Let us strive to 
put the best possible construction upon the 
actions of others. Our hearts will be the richer 
for the charity given in this way.—Sel. 


SINS OF THE TONGUE. 


The Bible texts under the headings of tongue, 
lips, words, mouth and speech, as they are ar- 
ranged in the concordance, form an exceedingly 
profitable study. 

No Christian can study them and not be im- 
pressed with the solemn consequences which 
follow on aright or wrong use of the organs of 
speech. 

That it is the most important factor in our reli- 
gious life is evident from the language used in 
first chapter of Jamesand the twenty-sixth verse. 

In Prov. 18: 21 we have, ‘‘ Death and life are 
in the power of the tongue,’ and again ‘‘ Whoso 
xeepeth his mouth and his tongue, keepeth his 
soul from troubles’’—chapter twenty-one, verse 
twenty-three. 

We do not expect irreligious people to be espe- 
cially carefulin this respect, but wedo expect 
it from Christians, and that the sins committed 
by them just along this line are numberless and 
far-reaching in evil results no one can deny. 

‘‘In the multitude of words there wanteth not 
sin, but he that refraineth his lips is wise. ”’ 
Unprofitable conversation leaves the mind ener- 
vated, and hinders spiritual growth. 

The very opportunities to-day afforded us for 
social intercourse tend to foster this evil. When 
the country was sparsely settled, distances long, 
means of locomotion difficult, and social and reli- 
gious gatherings were comparatively few in num- 
ber, people had not much chance for idle chit-chat. 

Labor-saving inventions, the appliances and con- 
veniences of modern home life, leave a large mar- 
gin of time for what is after all simply ‘‘ idling 
away the hours.’’ With increasing ease and 
luxury seems to come a trifling spirit, quite the 
opposite of ‘‘ redeeming the time.” 

‘* By thy words thou shalt be justified and by 
thy words thou shalt be condemned.’’ Are these 
declarations of the Master considered in their 
solemn bearing upon our eternal interests ? 

Thomas a Kempis says, ‘‘It is easier not to 
speak a word at all, than not to speak more words 
than we should.’”’ 

A poor and ignorant man once came to a 
scholar to learn some texts of Scripture. The first 
one given him was this: ‘‘ I said, 1 will take 
heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue.’’ 
‘*T will not return,” said the man, ‘‘ until I have 
learned this.”” Months passed and he came not. 
His teacher inquired the reason. He replied, ‘‘I 
have not mastered this lesson. ’’ 

If we trace to their source neighborhood dis- 
turbances, broken friendships, church contentions, 
which result in unprofitable service for Christ, 
impaired usefulness and severed relations between 
pastors and people, we will find it more often 
than not in some one’s careless, SSUES or per- 
haps spiteful tongue.—Sel, 
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DON’T ROB YOUR MASTER. 


BY REV. DR. CUYLER, IN C. E WORLD. 


The chief thing for every true Christian to 
remember is that he belongs to Jesus Christ. 
He is not bis own; he has been redeemed by preci- 
ous, atoning blood. How much do you owe to 
your Saviour, my young friend? You owe him 
the best that you have; he has the first claim on 
your thoughts, your time, your talents, and your 
influence. The best is none too good for him, 
and you should never put him off with anything 
less. Whatever else may be stinted, never rob 
your loving Master. 

The primal idea of all healthy and happy 
religion is your giving to Jesus all you have and 
all youare. Thatis the real meaning of the word 
‘‘sanctification.’’ Some people use that word to 
signify a process of soul-purifying; and there are 
some who claim that they have attained to sinless 
perfection, but my old friend Spurgeon used to 
say that he was rather shy of ‘‘ perfect people.” 

The Bible meaning of the word ‘‘sanctify” is 
to set apart, to consecrate to God. When our 
Lord said, ‘‘I sanctify myself,” he did not assert 
that he was putting off sin, and becoming perfect- 
ly holy; for he had always been wholly without 
sin. He meant to say, ‘‘ consecrate myself to the 
fulfilment of my Father’s will, and to the glorious 
purpose of laying down my life for the salvation 
of sinners.” 

A genuine Christian life is the constant con- 
secration of our bodily powers, of our talents, of 
our affections, of our money and our influence, to 
Him who bought us with his blood. The more 
willing you are to give Jesus Christ the best you 
Have the more you are attaining to*the Bible idea 
of holiness. . 


STEALING MONEY FROM CHRIST. 


How many of you givea fair honest share of 
your income—be it large or small--to your 
Master? Perhaps you are earning very little; but 
it cannot be less than the poor widow’s ‘‘ two 
mites,” and Jesus praised her liberality. 

Ihave known Christians to say, ‘‘ I cannot 
afford to give as much as I once did.” That may 
be, but when you began to retrench, it is quite 
possible that you began by cutting down your 
contributions to charitable and Christian objects 
before you curtailedin anything else. Ifanybody 
was to be scrimped, it was your Master, where- 
ashe had the first claim, and everything else 
ought to wait until he has been served. 

‘‘When I get any money,” said the learned 
Erasmus, ‘‘I buy books; if I have any left, I buy 
clothes.” There spake the genuine scholar, who 
cared more to feed his mind than to adorn his 
body. 

Too many Christians say by their practice, ‘‘ If 
Iam making money, I will treat myself to a fine 
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turnout, or my wife to costly jewelry, and what 
I have no use for, I will put into the coniributicn- 
box.” The fattest sheep is killed for the table 
of selfishness. The poor ‘‘crow-bait” is palmed 
off for sacrifice on the altar of charity. 

The punishment of all such petit larceny of the 
Master is that the perpetrators become mere 
‘“crow-baits ” spiritually, and never become 
athletic in grace, or rich in heavenly treasures. 

‘ The liberal soul shall be made fat,’’ all the rest 
are only skin and bone. 

Every young Christian ought to begin witha 
systematic plan of beneficence, and lay aside a 
certain amount out of his income or his earnings 
for Jesus Christ. That must not be touched. If 
you take a dollar of that for any selfish use, you 
are robbing your Master. 

I once had in my church an excellent member 
who lived ina very modest house and in very 
plain style, and yet put his check for quite large 
sums into the contribution-box on Sundays. 
When I once asked him to help in building a new 
mission chapel, he modestly said, ‘‘The next 
thing I give must be a piano to my daughter.” 
I know thata man who had given hundreds ona 
Sabbath before he would treat his child to a piano 
had put Christ in possession of his purse. He 
soon became a very prosperous man, and has given 
his thousands to support missionaries and endow 
colleges and many other benevolent purposes. 

My observation has been that Christians who 
give the Lord the first place in their bestowments 
of money usually have prospered. The same con- 
scientiousness that kept them from robbing their 
Lord and Master kept them from extravagance 
and spendthrift indulgences and reckless specu- 
lations. 


STEALING TIME FROM CHRIST. 


What is true of money is equally true of time, 
Your soul needs acertain amount of time for 
your Bible-reading and your private devotions. 


If, in order tofeed your soul on the Bread of Life 


or to have a proper time for prayer, you must rige 
earlier in the morning, then quit your pillow the 
sooner. Don’t cheat your soul or your Saviour. 

John Wesley had a fixed rule to be out of bed 
and at his devotions at a certain very early hour. 
On one very cold morning he was tempted to 
break his rule; but presently the glorious old man 
was heard to say, ‘‘ Well, John Wesley, you may, 
do as you like, but Iam going to get up,” and out 
he sprang. If Wesley had not learned how to 
make self obey Jesus Christ in small things, he 
never would have founded Methodism. 

If your morning hours must be so ordered as to 
secure time for your Bible and your devotions, 
see to it that nothing short of the sharpest neces- 
sity keeps you from your place in the evening 
gatherings of your Endeavor society. Say to, 
other tempting invitations, ‘‘I am engaged for 
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this evening,” and stick to that engagement as 
scrupulously as a bank-teller does to his engage- 
ment to be at his post every day when the bank 
opens. 

The reason why so many Endeavorers desert 
their meetings for pleasure parties, for bicycling, 
or places of amusement, is that their consciences 
fail to see that they are really robbing their 
Saviour. The pledge of attendance was not 
- given merely toa society ; it was given to Jesus 
Christ ! The Master will miss you, even if no- 
body else does. Small excuses do not avail with 
him ; and when you play loose with conscience, 
you rob your own soul and your master also. 


SOME THINGS CHRIST HAS A RIGHT TO. 


If Christ has a right to the best you have and 
the best you can do, then you should make the 
best preparation possible for every meeting you 
attend. Certainly if you wereto take part ina 
prize debate, or were appointed to read a paper 
before a literary club, you would give time and 
thought to it; is it not as much your duty to 
give thought and preparation to your interviews 
with your Lord? You dress carefully when you 
are invited to a social company ; will you let 
your soul stroll in careless rags toa meeting with 
the King? When you complain that a meeting 
is ‘‘dull,” it is because you carry into it a dull 
heart or a listless mind ; the best cure for a cold 
meeting is to carry a live coal there in your own 
soul. 

It is charged that some Endeavor societies rob 
the spiritual life of the church more than they re- 
cruit it. That can be the case only when they 
are robbing their Master by refusing him the best 
they can give him. Consecration is a deep, far- 
reaching, perennial process. It is not a pious 
spasm, or the formal signing of a pledge too soon 
forgotten. It isenthroning the Lord Jesus Christ 
in the heart with full sway over your time, your 
purse, your brains, your affections, and your influ- 
ence. 

Never commute with your Master for a ‘‘half- 
fare,” or a cheap ride to heaven. lf you go 
empty-handed into heaven you will be ashamed 
to face your Saviour there. I entreat you not to 
turn him off with the ‘‘candle-ends” and ‘‘cheese- 
parings ;’’ your very best is quite too little for 
Him who endured the agonies of Calvary that he 
might redeem you from sin and hell, and write 
your name in his ‘‘ book of life” forever and ever- 
more. 


Unbelief does nothing but darken and destroy. 
It makes the world a moral desert, where nodivine 
footsteps are heard, where no angels ascend and 
descend, where no living hand adorns the fields, 
feeds the birds of heaven, or regulates events. 
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A CONVENIENT SEASON. 


‘* Have you never seen a man waiting for a con- 
venient season? There is such a great fascina- 
tion about it, that though you may have great 
respect to the truth of Christ, yet somehow there 
is In your soul the thought, ‘Not quite yet. It 
is not time for me to become a Christian.’ 

I say to a boy: ‘‘Seek Christ.” He says ‘‘ No; 
wait until I get to be a young man.’ I say to 
the young man: ‘‘ Seek Christ.” He says: 
‘‘Waib until I come to mid-life.” I meet the 
same person in mid-life, and I say: ‘‘ Seek 
Christ.” He says: ‘‘ Wait until I get old.” I 
meet the same person in old age, and say to him: 
** Seek Christ.” He says: ‘‘ Wait until I am on 
my dying bed.” Iam called to his dying couch. 
His last moments have come. I bend over the 
couch and listen for his last words, I have par- 
tially to guess what they are by the motion of his 
lips, he is so feeble; but, rallying himself, he 
whispers, until Ican hear him say: ‘‘ 1—am— 
waiting—for—a—more— convenient— season, ”— 
and he is gone. —Dr. TALMAGE. 


NEVER TOO DARK TO SEE HIM. 


With fear and trembling and great humility a 
young minister accepted a charge in which there 
were reputed to be many intelligent and highly 
educated people. 

He was greatly perplexed as to what the sub- 
ject of his first sermon ought to be; until upon 
visiting the church, in order to see the interior, 
he found engraved in large letters on the pulpit 
the words, ‘‘ We would see Jesus.” Such a flood 
of light and warmth filled his soul as he realized 
that he was there to show forth ‘‘ Jesus Christ 
and him crucified,” that when the hour for the 
services came on the following day, he spoke as 
one inspired, and the whole congregation felt 
that they had had such a glimpse of the beauty 
of that Life as never before was vouchsafed them. 

Ah! what different lives would ours be, if in 
the worry and turmoil and weariness and anguish 
we would just stop long enough to ‘‘see Jesus.” 

A little girl, as she lay dying, looked up into 
the face of her mother, who was standing at her 
bedside, and said, ‘‘ Mother, I cannot see you 
very well ; it is growing dark.” Then she closed 
her weary eyes, and there was silence for a brief 
space. Presently she opened them again. There 
was a glad light in their heavenly blue, while a 
celestial smile illuminated her pallid countenance 
as she added, ‘* But I can see Jesus !” 

And so with us as we toil along, though the 
way be dark and lonely, and our eyes heavy 
with weeping, yet we may still ‘‘see Jesus,” 
who is our sun and shield, and a very _pre- 
sent help in every time oftroubleand distress.— 
Union Gospel News. 
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Pprantiord Ladies alten’ 


Pca SARE of Music. 


Superior inducements to Specialists in Music, 
Elocution and Art. 

Conservatory offers advantages unexcelled in the 
Dominion. Krause Piano Method taught. 
Leipzic scholarship, entitling to 12 months 
tuition free at Leipsic Royal Conservatorium, 
to the most proficient student in all musical 
subjects. 

Send for Calendar. 


MISS PHILLPOTTS, 
Lady Principal, | 
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PRESBYTERIAK CHURCH IN CANADA, 


PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY OF 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
Presbyterian Record, 50c. yearly. 
more to one address, 25c. each. 


Youth’s Record, 30c. yearly. Five or more 
to one address, 15c. each. 


Children’s Record, 30c. yearly. 
more to one address, 15c. each. 
Please do not send postage stamps 

larger than one and two cents; nor in 

quantities more than twenty-five ccnts. 


Address: REV. E. SCOTT, 
SE tape Be: Offices, 
MONTREAL, 


Five or 


Five or 


Read This Special Offer... 


“A A Complete History of the Presbyterian Church in Canada and 
a Standard Work of Reference, 646 Pages, Handsomely Bound 
in Cloth, Cloth Extra, or Half Morocco, Its size is: Length 

‘9 inches; Breadth, 6 1-2 inches; Thickness, 2 inches: Weight 3 pounds, 


A Tr A comprehensive summary of the inception, progress and 
Shela of development of the Presbyterian Church in Canada, and the 
Biography lives of those illustrious men who have been conspicuous in its 


history. No Presbyterian family ought to be without this 


H valuable compendium of informatio. concerning the Church 
and History. with which they are connected. 


oe SPECIAL OFFER %€¢ 


Having secured control of the original and unabridged edition of the History of the Presby- 
_ terian Church in Canada, by Rev. Professor William Gregg, D. D., we make the following offer :— 


I. THE PRESBYTERIAN REVIEW weekly one year and Gregg’s $ 
History.. Cloth binding, both for........ Sieg lees teeth ces cmadeteases ies 2.00 


II. THE PRESBYTERIAN REVIEW weekly one year and Gregg’s $ 
Pistorys Cloth: Mxtra, Red. Mdges* Dothyi c.asccst ss ectacpacssmenee 2, 50 


III. THE PRESBYTERIAN REVIEW weekly one year and Gregg’s $ 
Tiistory. jklalt Morocco: Doth) fOr is ii oncutecsiws Vecseneosbiveccsese Ry &O 


ADDRESS: The Presbyterian Review Co., Limited, 


Aberdeen Chambers, TORONTO, or Y.M.C.A, Buildings MONTREAL, 


Please that the published price of this valuable history is, Cloth, $3.00. Cloth Extra, $4.00. Half Morocco, $5.00, 
Note So that our Special Offer is unprecedented 


a ees 


BOOK AGENTS WANTED FOR WELDON & McLEAN, 


the only Official and superbly Dlustrated HISTORY OF ST. JOHN, N.B. 


OUR WAR WITH SPAIN Solicitors to the Bank of Montreal and the Canadian 
Pacific Railway.  §PECIAL ATTENTION CIVEN TO COLLECTIONS, 
ITS CAUSES, INCIDENTS, AND RESULTS. A reliable a :, — rare ; 
and exhaustive story of the war, Civil, Military, and Naval, 
from its beginning to the close. With many fine steel ones 
Maps, and choice engravings. a Hon, HENRY 5. 
RUSSELL, assisted Meera RK PROOTOR (Vt.) 
and SENATOR THURSTON (Neb.). One Agent cleared 
$200.00 in first two weeks, another $400.00 in three 
weeks. 1,000 more Agents wanted. Distance no hindrance, 
for we Pay Freight, Give Credit, Extra Terms, end Kxcluswve 
Territory. Write tor terme to the exclusive publishers, 
A. D. WORTHINGTON & OV., Marttord, Conn. 


PLETE HEED 


8, GREENSHIELDS, 
SON & CO. 


MONTREAL. 
VARNISHED | Generat Dry Goons MeRcHants. 


Sole Selling Agents in Canada 
for Priestley’s Celebrated 
Dress Fabrics and Crave- 
nettes, 


ON WHICH THE GOODS 
ARE WRAPPED.~ | 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 


All payments for S. S. Helps for 1898, 

are to be made to Rev. E. Scott, Presby- 
HE MOST NUTR 

terian Offices, Montreal. Do not send M4 2 fo dk 


stamps farger than one or two cents, 5 
nor in quantities greater than twenty- 


tive cents. _GRATEFUL—GOMFORTING. 
All orders and payments for S. S. 


Helps for 1899 are to be sent to Rev. R. C 
D. Fraser, Toronto. 


All Collections of Children’s Day, for BREAKFAST AND SUPPER. 
S. S. Committee Expenses, should be 


sent to Rev. T. F. Fotheringham, St. 
John, N. B. 


f 
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VODEDESBIOIS SRPRSRLOHVIBHEOS 


A MARVELLOUS CHANGE. ; 


Has become about within the past twenty 
or thirty years with regard the require- 
ments of business men as tothe habits of 
their employees. Formerly there were 
very few total abstainers, but now to s2- 
cure orretain an important position it is 
almost an absolute necessity to be a 


ness men and better employees, but they 
are better lives in every respect. 


The Temperance 
and General Life 


is the Total Abstainers’ Company in Can- 
ada. It is The Best Company for the 
Best Risks. 


—— as 


Total Abstainer. 
Not only are total] abstainers better busi- 
: 
HON. Cc. W. ROSS, President. 
H. SUTHERLAND, Man. Dir. 
HEAD OFFICE: GLOBE BUILDING, 
TORONTO, ONT. ' 
2 
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A heaverward glance, morning, noon and night, 
cheers the heart, lightens the spirit and inspires 
for duty and conquest. 


Nature is kinder than we know in her penalties. 
Through pain she teaches the child to avoid the 
fire that would consume him ; through pain she 
teaches the man to avoid the vices which would 
ruin him, 


DBDOQOHQWDOHB 


noe | 
Royal Victoria 
Life Insurance 
Company. 
CAPITAL, ~- $1,000,000 
Head Office, - MONTREAL, CAN. 55 | 


General Manager: DAVID .VID BURKE, A.1A., F.S.S. 


CR ETerwaecEotys 


THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD. 


If you stand half a mile off from aman and 
throw the Gospel at him you will miss him, but_ 
if you go close to him and lay hold upon him, giv- 
ing him a hearty grip of the hand, and show that 
ycx have an affection for him, you will, by God’s 
blessing, lead him in the right way.—Spurgeon. 


A beautiful character makes a beautiful woman. 
Not long ago I heard a homely woman spoken of 
s ‘‘beautiful.’’? I looked into her face, and saw 
plain features, and was disappointed. Buta closer 
acquaintance gave me an insight to her character, 
whose true key note was self-forgetfulness. Soul- 
beauty will not fade. 


Let a man feel that the truest way of living for 
himself is to live for others ; that the best way to _ 
serve his Maker is to ‘‘ make it his meat and his 
drink ’’ ; his highest aim, to benefit and bless. 
mankind habitually by such acts of kindness and 
charity as it is in his power to perform, consistent : 
with the other duties of life. 


Carry religious principles into common life, and -} 


common life will lose its transitoriness. The 
world passes away. The thingsseen are temporal. 
Soon business, with all its cares and anxieties, the 
whole ‘‘ unprofitable stir and fever of the world ” 
will be to us a thing of the past. But religion 
does something better than sigh and moan over the 
perishableness of earthly things. It finds in them 
the seeds uf immortality. —PRINCIPAL CAIRD. 


What we all want is inward rest, rest of heart 


and brain ; the calm, strong, self-contained, self- ||| 


denying character which needs no stimulants, for 
it has no fits of depression ; which needs no nar- 
cotics, for it has no fits of excitement ; which 
needs no ascetic restraint, for it is strong enough 
to use God’s gifts without abusing them ; the 
character, in a word which is truly temperate, not 
in drink and food merely, but in all desires, 
thoughts and actions._-KINGSLEY. 


The people in all times of duty who do the 
most work are the calmest, most unhurried people 
in the community. Duties never wildly chase _ 
each other in their lives. One task never crowds 


another out, nor ever compels hurried, and there- |jj} 


fore, imperfect, doing. The calm spirit works | 1 


methodically, doing one thingata time and doing 


it well, and it therefore, works swiftly, though — 
never appearing to be in haste.—RrEv. J. R. fT 
MILLER. i 
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